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OUSIE . GAZETTE 

THE LATE EBEN~ MACKAY, Ph D. 

FOREWORD 

there was such a blank not only in the college 
but in the community that every one seemed 
to be mourning. 

He came to Halifax in the autumn of 1882, 
after a very_ succeaaful course in Pictou 
Academy. In the competition for MUili'Q 
Exhibitions and Buraaries he stood at the 
yery bead of tbe list and during all his col
teae courae he had a very brilliant career. He 
aractuated in 1886 with ·Firat Rank Honours 
fn Experimental Pbnica and Chemia~ 
winniD1 the McKenlle Gold Medal. Hu IUO• wa not conftfted to his own SPeda1 
c:oura He won priJa in Classics and Mathe
matics and wa an all uound student of 
ateptkmal ability. And yet with all this 
be IDOdest aDd retJri.DI. Few student& 
ever ~the Col1eae more quietly. 

left ~ aid c:ommencect 
~to ~ IJ:!r ._ 

for a few years he continued his spec~ 
studies at Johns l!<>pkins where he won his 
doctor's degree. When a vacancy occurred 
in the chair of Chemistry in Dalhousie 
he seemed ta ~ the _q~ifications. neces
sary for the po8ltton. HIS scholarship ·was 
undoubted and his ability to teach was clear
ly ~· For twenty three years he worked 
with untirina devotion and eminent success 
showing moat clearly that the College Au
thorities had made no mistake in his ap
pointment. 

But it is not as a scholar or successful 
teacher that we speclaJJy rente~nber him. 
As 1 man he was 1 univenil favorite. He 
was ltroDI in hie convictions and yet mild 
in his ctiapition, not in the Blilhtest dep-ee 
eelf-lllerilve or over-bearing. No one eft!" 
aaw him angey. He hal left a record behind 
him that will 10DI be remem)lered. True 11 
ateel, thorcJuably devoted to duty, loyal to 
bia Alma Mater, Delle of ua will ever_ fcqet 
our friend and brother Prof. Eben ~cl(jy. 

JOHN aioiUID't. 

! 



2 

EBEN MACKAY AS A SCIENTIFIC 
MAN 

In writi~g of the late Dr. Mackay one 
d.oes not WISh to err on the side of exaggera
tion or overp~aise ?f his character , for that 
would be so httle m keeping with the v~ry 
fibre of the !Uan: One must always remember 
that ~nythmg .m the way of calling public 
attention to ~Imself or his doings was re
pugnant to htm, and that a desire of the 
app~oval an~ plaudits of his fellow men was 
foreign . to h1s very nature. When he saw 
somethmg th~t he thought he should do and 
col;lld do, he JUst went and did it. He did it 
9u1etly a~d thoroughly and th n said noth
mg abo~t It and went on with something else 
~he qUtetnes~ with which he went about ali 
his undertakmgs deceived the unthinking 
as to the forcefulness and strength of pur
pose an~ surety of accomplishment which 
lay b~hmd that unruffled exterior. His 
resoluti~n once taken and his line of attack 
once laid ?ut, there wa no lost-motion of 
the. machme; a power of concentration, 
native force and resolution, and a great 
se.nse of the value of method, combined 
With. an ~nusually clear and sound judgment 
led me_v1ta~ly to accomplishment. 

THE DALHOUSIE GAZETTE 

quote here, but the following, names readily 
occur . to me:- E . H. Archibald of the 
C~e~Istry department of the University of 
Bnttsh Columbia; T . C. ijebb of the Physics 
department of the same University; R. s. 
.B<?fhJ:ier of Syracuse University; Charles 
F .. Lmdsay, now Chemical · Engineer at 
Bndgeport, Conn.; W. Stewart Lindsay 
now. Professor of Bacteriology of the Uni~ 
ver~Ity !>f Saskatchewan; L. L. Burgess, for 
a ~Ime m the Chemistry department of the 
s~me Univers1~y.; I. C:Mackie, Head Chemist 
w1th the Domtmon Iron and Steel Company 
?ydney,,N. S.; H. Jermain Creighton, Assoc~ 
tate Professor of Chemistry, Swarthmore 
College; Harold . S. Davis, now in' charge of 
r~search .work at. Mellen Institute, U niver
Sity of P~ttsburg ; H. W. Matheson, Chemist 
and Assistant Manager , of the Canadian 
Electro Products Co., Shawinigan p Q · 
C. C. Wallace and G. M. J. Ma~Kay ~f 
the research· laboratories, General Electric 
Company, Sch~nectady, N . .Y.; H. B. Vick
ery, Professor of Chemistry at the Normal 
School, Truro: D. G. MacGr~gor, now Rhod
es Scholar at Oxford. · 

these tramps he gained a first-hand know
ledge of. the resources of the prqvince and 
of the thought~ o_f t~e people that was of 
~reat value to h1m m h1s daily work. All these 
Interests rounded out the chemist into . the 
full man, a!l~ helped to give him his balance 
and capability for reasoned judgment. 

I hesitate to encroach too far on the space 
o~ the "Gazette," but I cannot close this 
tnb~te to Dr. Mackay without a reference 
to h1~ worth as I knew it in my official 
c~pa~1ty . . We were college chums in the 
eighties, fnends seeing each other at inter
vals for. the .n~x~ twenty years, then col
leagues m adJommg and allied laboratoriE:s. 
Eben Mackay was a true Dalhousian in 
every sense of the word; he was, in the first 
place, a t~e type of Dalhousian, the type 
that has given .Dalhousie its glory; and he · 
was a l?ver of h1s Alma Mater and a staunch 
and f~uth~ul supporter. It was his untiring 
devo.t10n m. the furt~erance of the interests 
of Dalhous1~ that Impressed me when I 
came back . to D~lhousie in 1905 and that 
never ceased to I~press me. His own in
terest~ became entirely subservient to hers 
and hts broad · conception of education, his 
knowledge . of ~II phases of education in 
Nova ~kc:>tJa, h1s long experience, his wis
dom, ,hls JU,dg:ment and his firmness and fair
ness, made him great in 'the councils of his 
colleagues! . and o~e of the chief moulders 
of the po~lcies of h1s college. It is a loyalty 
such.as h1s that makes~ <;ollege great. Dal
housie was fortunate m the possession . of 

/ ~b~n Mackay and has reason to keep him 
m remembrance. 

. A. STANLEY MACKENZIE. 
Dalhousie University, 

February 11th, 1920. 

. Dr .. Mac~~ly's work for the advancement 
,of SCience . m I;Jova Scotia did not stop, 
. ~owev~r, ~1th h1s work as professor of·chem
.JStry; It 1s rapidly becoming · forgotten 
that .h~ took a ~reat interest in the work of 
prov1d1~g techmcal and night classes in the 
md.ust~ml centr~s of .Nova Scotia, a .work 
which 1~ nc:>w I?emg carried on so successfufly 
by ·the , Techrucal Education department of 
th~ Gov~rnment. Dr . .l_\y1ackay ~a~ not only 
chtefly · mStrumental m . , orgamzmg these 
school.s, but gave .some of the courses of'in
s~ruct~on himsel.f. It is one of Dalhousie's 
Pieces .. qf · ex~ra-murcU educational · work 
for th1s provmce which all Dalhousians 
should.:be proud of, that at a time when slie 
~as ptnched fo~ f~nds, and had . difficult · 

In h~s pr}mary capacity as a 'member of 
the Umvers~ty Dr. Mackay will be known as 
a man .0~ sct~nce, as Rrofessor of Chemistry. 
Here his mstmct ~or scholarship, his accurate 
know~edge a~d his keenness for his subject, 
com~med With. a native gift of clear and 
succmct express~on, made him an admirable 
lec~urer: Practically every student in the 
lJmverstty passed through his hands; and, 
bttle as som~ of them desired to have to 
stu~y Chemistry, even these willingly bear 
testimony to the masterly way 'in which 
the realm of chemistry was placed before 
them. If they could not "pass " they never 
thoug~t of bl~ming Dr. Ma~kay. They 
appreciated his fairness, as well as his 
ab1hty t<? t~ach; ~he~ knew that his per
sona~ preJUdices, h1s hkes and dislikes had 
nothmg to do .with his marking; and' they 
knew too that 1t was of no use to make ex
cuse or to camoufl~ge. But Dr. Mackay 
was not merely a luc1d teacher of chemistry· 
?e was a s~~dent of chemistry, and by read~ 
m.g and visits. abroad kept in close touch 
With the rap1.d strides. which Chemistry 
has ~n ste~dily making. He did this, too 
notw1th~tandmg the meagre chemical ·lib
r~ry which ~he University could put at hi 
dtsposal.. His enthusiasm for his subject he 
~om~umcated to his students, · and it is 
m .this regard ·that his greatest claim to 
emmence as a scientific man is detennined · 
Once he had inspired a student, he led 'him' 
through th~ th~ory of the subject and then 
launched h1m mto research and guided his 
st~ps.. J?r. M_ackay found little time for 
SCient~fic mvestigation to be done by himself, 
but drrec~ed J?Uch research by his students. 
Here agam his unselfish nature was in evi
d~nce. He could have made a name for 
himself as an experimentalist, but I doubt 
whe~her he ever thou~ht of hi action as a 
~crifice. The long line of able chemists 

mternal proplems of .h~r own,' she sa'W the · DR. EBENEZER MACKAY . . 
need for th1s ·work ~ technical ' education THE"' BUILDER OF MODERN CHEMIS-
and went out C?f her way to do it. Schpols . TRY IN NOV A SCOTIA 

m Canada and the United States today som«; 
of them ~~n of fi~t standing, who ow~ their 
~ly trammg, their grasp and their inspira
tu~m to Mackay, is one that any , master 
IDlght be proud of-' T~e ' list is too long to 

wer~ o~ned m . Sydney, Sydney .. Mines · · . · 
Spnrtghill, and · Stellarton. So successfui ~t. JS no new thm~ that the loss of a friend 
were the results, -arid so well did she lay the andd teacher, particularly :when it comes 
foundations, that the :rest was a matter of su enly and seemingly . inopportunely 
money ~nd effort. Dr. Mackay'S" share· in should cause a profound feeling of discourage~ 
the credi~ for all of this was by no mea~s ment and depression. And I. am but one of 
~mall. Like everything else which he 'did t~e many ~ho have been fightmg that feeling 
It was done thoroughly and well. ' Hnce heanng of the death of Dr. Mackay. 

.In talking of Dr. Mackay's work s a e had done so ~uch and was prepared to do 
scientific man it is not fair to his meoior ~ mu~h mor~. .The ~ork he accomplished 

. having trred to estimate his scientilc' . ch:.v~ scgtla m bmldu~g up a. first class 
strength, to stop there, I mean not only that witne~ ~ h. eya~ment dwlll always stand. a 
he was much. more .than a mere scientist name Is a rs · an monument to ~s 
1. mean that h1s value as a scientific man wa~ · He· once told · · · 
mu~h enhanced by his other interests and Dalhousie to t k mh t~at fon arnvm~ at 

. aptitudes. Dr . . Mackay was a great reader De a e c arge o th~ Chemistry 
was well versed in the literature of the rae~· finda~~e~~ he waj t greatly di~mayed to 
and had a nice s~nse 'in the use of English. could be li : dcomp e e. stfk of apparatus 
He had had· a thorough training .in La tin paper "whtch I o~ni .hmg e small sheet of 
a~d Greek from Johnson, was conversant souve~ir" he said ) I ade somewhere as a 
wtth several modern danguages, and was i . · o no~ know. the 
even suspected of a penchant . for Gaelic h{cumst;ances m the College wHich preceded 
He was w~ll versed in ¥usic and fond of it: th~ ~~~d~~~b~t, bu,t I know tha~ in recalling 
and evep showed a gift for pro:fucing it difficulties Of h' ~po~d very feelmgly of the 
~hat. would have warranted him in cultivat- How unf Is pre ecessor. . 
mg It further. He was a great lover of the Chemistry ~t~~~ ~a~.beenS~he htstory of 
cofuntry anhd. of nhature, and his favorite' way the first colonies settled ~~d h. asehwadas ofn~ lof 
o approac mg er was on foot fle was 1 d . a air y 
faJTliitar wit}.l all the by .. ways of 'the penin- o~h~~ ~~r<;>SperoC po~ulat10n. Yet.while 
sula and of the island of Cape Breton . . On 1· American . ~ruc~os mba anabeea and St~~s m the 

n ve n spendmg large 

' ·. 
and applied Chemistry. she. has done nbthing 
'along these lines and resources of untold 
value remain practically undeveloped. It 
is only now, due, I believe, largely to the 
careful patient work of Dr. Ebenezer Mac
kay during the last two decades, that 
Chemistry in Nova Scotia is at last ready to 
take. its rightful place in the life of the 
provmce. 

It is with very real admiration that I recall 
what I saw of the way in which this was 
~one. This review must nece~sarily be 
Imperfect for when I went to Dalhousie in 
1907 there was a well equipped Chemistry 
Department in which nothing essential ever 
~eemed to be lacking. 

Never was a department more economical
ly run. Every item given . out, no matter 
how trifling, was recorded and had to be 
accounted for by the student. The little 
receipt slips will be remembered by all those 
who have taken the laboratory classes. 
They were kept in the Professor's de.Sk in a 
wide drawer which held a small partitioned 
space for each student. Think of the labor 
of keeping these accounts, each containing 
perhaps fifty items, although its total value 
would not exceed three or four dollars. In 
the summer every bit of apparatus was over
hauled, all the iron parts were painted, 
and finally the gaps caused by the preceding 
year were filled on the arrival of the order 
of bright new glassware and chemicals, the 
very best to be had. The heap of dust covered 
partly broken glassware, almost a regular 
feature of the ordinary chemical store room, 
had no place in that of Dr. Mackay's. 

Let it be emphasized that the students 
got the very best that could be procured. 
Dr. Mackay had the rare gift of some Scots
men, an almost 'niggardly watchfulness 
against the small wastes that drain the re
sources of the ordinary laboratory and bring 
no return. On the other hand when it was 
a question of equipment of good chemicals or, 
especially, of scientific research, he threw 
open all the resources of the department. 

Indeed he went further and drew from his 
own salary. The University, and Nova 
Scotians should be ashamed of it, felt unable 
to subscribe to most of the great Cherp.ical 
Journals which are absolutely essential ' to a 
modern Chemistry Department. Conse
quently, Dr. Mackay subscribed to them 
himself, the "Zeitschrift fur physikalische 
Chemie" the "Berichte" and others, had 
them bound and made available to all. "0 
well, we had to have them" was all I ever 
heard him say on the subject. I am con
fident too that he personally supplied a 
great deal of the eqUipment of the research 
laboratory in the old red building. 

As a teacher of Chemistry he ha:l few 
equals. His lecture course in elementary 
chemistry, illustrated by many fascinating 
experiments, was a model. His higher 
courses maintained the same standard- ! 
remember with particular pleasure his course 
in the "History of Chemistry" which was his 
hobby. F-urthennor~ his _courses were 
modern and his methods thorough. · 

Shortly after leaving Dalhousie it was my 
lot to enter for a short time one of America's 
largest and most famous commercial 'labor
atories, where I was able for the first time to 

•. 
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compare notes with men from the best 
American Universities. It was then, for 
the first time perhaps, that I really appreciat
ed how excellent had been my training, ani 
that my failure could not be laid to that,scor . . 
This fact made such an impression on Pl ~ 
that I wrote him about it and I am glad no v 
that I did so for in his reply he stated that he 
would "keep the letter near by to have if, or 
rather when, the evil days come." 

In his classes he maintained inflexibl ·~ 
discipline, and of this I am certain everyone 
was treated with the most unswervin~ 
justice. Early and late he was at work. 
lecturing, instructing in the laboratory , or 
busy in his office and far into the night the 
green shade of his light shone out from the 
big dark building. . 

Little by little he built up a department 
with an increasingly high reputation, b ut 
at the expense of all his spare time. As a 
result he was unable to carry out any exteh
sive original investigations himself. He 
once expressed to me his regret over this 
fact, adding "you have no idea how hard it 
is to get back into research once you lea ·1e 
it." Nevertheless he did direct many in
dividual researches the results of which d '.le 
to his modesty were published under the 
names of his students. Had he attempted 
single handed as he was to earry out intensive 
research along any one line it would undouht
edly have been at their expense. 

He never lost the research spirit and strove 
successfully to keep up to date in chemical 
developments in order that he might. be. a~le 
to direct the research of any student wtlhng 
to undertake it. This meant extensive read
ing, for modern Chemistry covers a vast fiel :i, 
with its divisions into Inorganic, Organic, 
Analytical and Physical, and he must be 
ready to direct research in any branch, which 

· the student was left free to choose. It 
might be added that he was always eager to 
enlist aid in directing research, espeCially 
from any of his old students who happened 
to return to Nova Scotia after study abroad. 

', 
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enthusiasm. Whe'hever directors of in
dustries begin to discover that research men 
whom they have been accustomed to think 
impractical and visionary can, working in 
their laboratories, sometimes help them in 
ways that their practical shop-trained w,o~;k
rnen were powerless to d0, 'the first step on 
the road to a complete understanding will 
have been taken. " 

He was one of .the ardent promoters of the 
"Journal Club" where teachers and students 
of the science departments and numerous 
scientific men in the city met to exchange 
recent Journals and to listen to reviews of 
articles of interest : I remember one review 
Professor Mackay gave of the admirable 
paper by Morse on the measurement of 
Osmotic pressure. · So clear was the talk 
that I still remember 'nearly every phase of 
it. 

Presidential address, proc. Nova Scotia 
Institute of Science, Vol. XII-47-52, 1912. 

As an educationalist in. Nova Scotia he · 
always displayed a sane moderation and · a 
strong desire to co-operate with others. He · 
carried the scp.ne spirit to the national 
Capital. In the spring of 1918 I had the 
pleasure of sitting at the table with him at 
the annual · banquet of the Society of 
Chemical Industry, then ·meeting in Ottawa. 
At that time the question of the formation · 
of a purely . Canadian Chemical Society was 
being discussed . with considerable feeling. 
I remember how wisely he reviewed the whole 
situation, pointing . out that the attitude of 
those men who had more recently come over 
from the Mother country must be colored by 
.their natural feeling of attachment for her. 

The whole value of the work of Dr. Mac
kay may not be apparent at ·once, but as 
time goes on we shall come more and more 
to honor his memory. As has been said of 
another great Chemist , "It is the scientific 
spirit which ,he infused into his contem
poraries rather than any striking discoveries 
or brilliant experimental ·demonstrations 
that ensures· him an honourable place 
among · heroes of Science." 

HAROLD S. DAVIS, '10 
He was ready to sacrifice anything for the 

sake of research, his aim being not so much 
to have the research done as to start the 
student in the right path. The "vision" he Mellen Institute of Industrial Research, 
had is best expressed in his own words. University'of Pittsburgh. 

He refers to "the mistake of underestimat-

THE GRADUATING CLASS OF WHICH 
QR. MACKAY WAS A ~EMBER. 

ing the severity of the training required for 
effective research work in a physical science, 
and in consequence overestimating . the· 
value of the half trained student of science 
to an employer. The only kind of scientific Graduating class, 1886, B.A.: Matthew 
man who can be of real service in industrial Gay · Allison, Windsor, .N .S.; Charles Haz
work- unless the service required is so ne . ·lett Gabon; Hebron, Yannouth Co.; John 
comparatively simple routine analysis- is ·a ·Calder, West .Bay, C.B ..• Alexander John 
man of the highest training." ., 

He had a keen appreciation of the value of Campbell, Truro; Fulton Johnson Coffin, 
co-.operation between Science and Industry, Mt. Stewa~t. P.E.I.; Abner William Lewis, 
and a fine optimism as to its results. To Central Anslow, Colchester Co.; Ebenezer 
give his own words, "1'here .is no doubt th~t . MacKay, PlainftelQ, Pictou Co.; Neil Frank
a great deal of exceedmgly ya~uable wo~~ IS lin Ma<i:Kay West River, Pictou Co.; Alex-
done where research has no mtlmate relatton ' 
with industries at all. But there is also ·no ander William · Macrae, St. Jo~n, N.B.; 
doubt that it is in those countries where the . Silvanus Archibald Morton, Milton, Queens 
most intimate relations between science and Co.; Alfred Nicholson, Southport, P. E. I., 
industry have oeen esta~lished. that .~esearcli Alexander Robinson., Sussex, King's Co., 
i~ both pure at:ld applied sci~nce Is most N.B. ·James Festus Smith, ·Halifax; Dugald 
vigorous and Is pursued w1th greatest ' . 
sums of money in building up schools of pure Stewart, Upper Musquodobo1t. 
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to his absolute fairness in judgment. Pro
fessors past and present have been blamed 
with favoritism but never Eben. Examina-
tion marks were just what were deserved 

Businm M•na1er - - - - - J. W. GODFREY and no matter how much the decision might 
7 Vernon Street. be disliked never could the breath of scandal 

Editor - - - - - - - - - - s. M ZINCK pass on to a student generation yet to come 
All aubk-ription• and advertiainl rata payable to the Buain- a fear of Eben. MacKav because of fickleness 

. . M•nt~er. of judgment or personal dislike. 
A.5.5oclatt R~llors : Mtss .ERMA NELSON: Mtss · Great men will write of Dr. MacKay as 

GRACE C RAGG, C. F. BowES, DARRELL LAING; D. M. h · h f h' hil thr ' 
SINCLAIR' V C MACDONALD a great C emist; Ot ers 0 IS J? an OplC 

' · · · works and still others of his bnlliant attain

EDITORIAL. 

0 N the shoulders of some men rests 
great responsibility. Quiet and un
assuming, such bearers of giant tasks 

labor on, content to fill by humhle service 
the position allotted to them in the drama 
of life. Among these men we include Dr. 
Eben MacKay. For twenty-four years as 
Professor, he strove to add his little bit 
to the common good, seeking for himself none 
other than the necessities of life and resist
ing continually the temptations of a selfish 
career where his ability would be recog
nized in extra pecuniary remuneration. 

When men of this degree pass on to their 
reward, their absence creates a void. None, 
it seems, can take their place and truly none 
are able to do so. Each quiet laborer has 
a personality acquired throughout his years 
of service, which, added to and exercised 
from day to day, fits him to the organization 
and makes him the most valuable of all the 
many units. Such a man was Dr. MacKay. 
Able to adapt himself to any circumstance, 
with a personality peculiarly his own, an
discouraged by difficulties, he filled his 
position so well that many seasons will 
elapse before another comes worthy of equal 
commendation. 

He was a true teacher. Intensive, not 
extensive, teaching wa~ his motto. Nought 
cared he whether he taught more than other 
men but, taking a given quantity of subject 
material, he passed it on to us with such 
clearness and simplicity that only the care
less and pleasure-lovin~ ever failed to grasp 
the plainly evident pnnciples. 

Teaching is only successful when the incul
cator is able to impress us with some lasting 
impressions of his own character. Every 
student who passed through Dr. MacKay's 
classes will carry with him an ineffaceable 
picture of a man full of knowledge, parting 
with it to a mass of restless students -who 
were gradually quelled into attention by 
the lecturer's impressive manner, deliberative 
action and concise language. Attention 
meant succesa. Thus one grew to recognize 
that dignity, efficiency and exactness were 
the eseentials of every successful man. 

ments but the student will remember his 
peculiar class room humor as at once amusing 
yet teaching his intended lesson. They will 
remember his little "ouiz," one of the ab
solute certainties of life, at least during the 
chemistry course. Students in the near past 
will recollect his sympathy with everything 
that was student m organization. His 
great desire was to help in any way his time 
permitted and his aid was always appreci
ated. These things will be recalled for 
they are immediate and lie next to life as it 
is superficially expressed. Deeper thought 
gives agreement with what great men have 
said and a final conviction that as a student 
one has had the pleasure of sitting under 
a master of his subject. 

He is gone beyond recall. Still for long 
will linger the memory of Dr. Ebenezer 
MacKay, Professor of Chemistry Of him 
we say, "There came a thoughtful man 
searching native secrets far and deep." 

EBEN MACKAY AS AN 
UNDERGRADUATE. 

Eben Mackay was one of many bright 
boys of the Maritime Provinces attracted to 
Dalhousie in the eighties by the liberality 
of George Munro, a native of Nova Scotia 
and a wealthy publisher of New York, who 
provided many valuable scholarships for 
students entenng upon and pursuing the 
Arts Course. Pictou Academy, then under 
the principalship of the present Superinten
dent of Education, Dr. A. H. MacKay, took 
full advantage of what Dalhousie was offer
ing and prepared many students for the 
scholarship examinations. 'rhe winner of the 
first of the fifteen scholarships on entrance 
in 1882 was Eben MacKay. 

I do not know how many there were of 
us in the Freshmen year. Of the fourteen 
who endured to the end and graduated in 
Arts in 1886 twelve were Munro scholars. 
Six of the twelve had been prepared at Pic 
tou Academy, and every one of the six had a 
hi~h record at Dalhousie. The leader of this 
brilliant Pictou group was Eben MacKay. 
His cousin, Neil MacKay, was a cloee sec
ond. They roomed together, I believe, for 
the four years and were ever friendly rivals. 
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They were of the same age and took the 
same classes. One or the other name was 
seen at the top, or near the top, of every. 
class list. Both graduated with high honors 
in Experimental Physics and Chemistry, 
Eben being the gold medallist and Neil the 
silver. 

I saw much of MacKay in my third and 
fourth years, for the course I took was some
wP,at related to his. We were together in 
Astronomy and several Physics classes, and 
as these classes were taken only by the few 
looking forward to honors in one of the two 
departments of Physics, those in the classes 
became well acquainted with one another. 
Indeed, we were, as characterized by one of 
our professors, "a happy family." Each had 
an opportunity to form an estimate of his 
several classmates and all, I know, would 
agree in saying that MacKay had great 
ability and was diligent, methodical and 
exact. This opinion formed over a third of a 
century ago has been confirmed by the know
ledge I have gained of hiin since our college 
days. 

I am not in a position to say much of 
MacKay apart from his books. I remember 
him taking part in the . Debating Club, 
"Sodales," it was called, of being one of the 
colle~e "Choir," and of proposing or res
pondmg to toasts at the annual celebration 
of Munro Day. While above all he was a 
student, he did not fail to take his part in 
college activities. Every member of the class 
of 1886 is the gainer by having known Eben 
MacKay. 

GRADUATE OF 1886. 

E. MACKAY, PROFESSOR OF CHEMIS
TRY, TEACHER OF THOUGHT. 

"E'en as he trod that day to God so walked 
he from his birth, 

In simpleness and gentleness and honor and 
clean mirth." 

Eben Mackay, the man, and Dalhousie, 
the ·Institution, are inseparable in the 
memories of those students who had the 
good fortune to study under his leadership. 
He is not remembered so much as the 
teacher of chemistry as the man who by 
example rather than by precept did the 
University's ·noblest work- the moulding 
of character, the man of self effacement who 
contributed his utmost to the furthering of 
not only the University but the community, 
the man who succeeded in true teaching-· 
the creation of thinking minds. 

His course in chemistry was a revelation 
to us. Some bepn the subject because of a 
natural love of science, some because it led 
to a lucrative profession, others because they 
had to. But as the manner of his teaching 
became apparent, all realized that the 
knowled~ of chemistry acquired was a 
minor thing in cornpaneon with the train-
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ing in thought and method which forms the 
only basis for real education. . 

Many teachers of science, confronted wtth 
the wealth of attractive material available, 
are content to dazzle their. he~rers wit~ a 
mere recounting of interestmg mformatlon. 
Such a method is just as likelY_ t<? make a 
constructive mind as a descnptton of a 
prize fight to. make a boxer. Our, Professor, 
however, beheved that a st~dent s deve~op
ment depended largely on hts ow~ exert10n. 
Though almost taxed beyond hts po:wers 
with large classes which he handl~d unatd~d, 
with untiring effort, he devote~ hts att~ntton 
to the individual student, parttcularly. m t~e 
laboratory, until he had him exerctse hts 
mind in observing acutely and . accurat~ly, 
in correlating his data, and m drawmg 
logical conclusions. Many a stud.ent was 
driven almost to exasperation by bemg com
pelled to abandon the royal r~Ct:d of guess
work the short way out of obtammg the solu
tion bf the problem from the instructor or the 
text, who afterwards appreciated tha!, t~e~~ 
his education had begun. There was no cnb , 
and there were no "answers in the book" ~o 
most of our problems, and hence t~eu 
value. Our teacher felt that only by gettmg 
us to exercise our mental muscles, would we 
find them useful. He trained his men, not 
for the examinations of the present, but to 
meet the future. . d 

fundamental laws of chemistry· so that he 
might fashion his own progre~, ra~her t~an 
instilling recipes of factory engmeermg W~tch 
would possibly be obsolete upon graduation. 

As a man, no one was more resp~cted by 
the students. Quiet and unassummg •. ~ut 
with a tremendous capacity for wo~k, dnv?ng 
ever onwards with his keen logtcal mmd 
which admitted of no snap jud~et:t J!Or 
superficial thinking, he was an m~ptratw_n 
to all who came in contact with htm. Hts 
was the efficient life- everything done the 
first time so well, that no time had to be lo~t 
in retracing of steps and starting . oyer 1!1 
another direction. At the same ttme, ~ts 
cheerfulness and keen sense of humor, whtch 
often livened the smoky atmosphere ?f the 
chemistry wing, and his untiring dev?tlon. to 
the students, lent a charm to the Umverstty 
which will never be lost. 

look in vain for his eq':lal in a hencef~rth 
darkened world. Once hts loyalty was gtven 
it was incapable of change; and fortunate 
indeed was the man who could count Eben• 
Mackay as his friend. His character was fine 
in grain as well as strong, fine, loyal, unsel-
fish and faithful unto deat~. . 

The arousi.ng of il?tere~t in. the subJect, an 
the stimulation of tmagmatton, perhaps t~e 
first and not the least important step ~~ 
teaching, was not neglected, however. H~s 
lectures were largely experiment~. and hts 
historical treatment of the 'SUbJect was a 

icture of the evolution of knowledge 
brought about by the early explorers of 
science who felt the call to research as 
"A voice, as bad as Conscience, which rang 

interminable changes . 
"On one everlasting Whisper day and mght 

repeated- so: . 
"'Something hidden. Go and find It. Go 

and look behind the Ranges
"'Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost 

and waiting for you. Go!'" . 
Many a student in philosophy and logtc 

has said that his chemistry cla~ses we~e 
invaluable to him as an in~rodu~tiOn to hts 
own special course. And m this~ stude~ts 
of other .branches agreed. This feehng 
among the students marks the success of the 
man as a teacher. He never will be loo~ed 
upon as an instructor in a narrow techmcal 
subject, but rather as one who b~oadened 
the horizon of knowledge and tramed tl).e 
student so that he might progress sttll 
furtber by his own efforts. . . 

G. W. J. MACKAY. 

DR. MacMECHAN'S TRIBUTE 

It has been the singular lot of Dalho~sie 
to enlist in its service men of outstandmg 
ability and character, who devoted them
selves with their whole heart to the good of 
the college, and not their own. Never had 
the institution a more leal-hearted, more un
selfish servant than "Eben " Mackay. He 
was the new type of professor, always learn
ing his subject, an~ theref?re a fresh and 
clear impacter of hts learnmg. He never 
spared himself. The w,ork of a professor of 
natural science, who employs the laboratory 
method is most exacting. It means personal 
attenti~n and superintendence of the st~
dents' work, and attention to endle~ deta~l. 
Every one who ~ver took C~emtstry m 
Dalhousie will testify to.Mackay s th?rough
ness, his justice, his patience, hts n.attve and 
inexhaustible courtesy. About hts courses 
there could be no sham ; he was too .real 
himself. He made specialists in his subJect, 
and he impressed on hundreds of th~ r~nk 
and file his own clear, clean way of thmkmg, 
his own practice of scie~tific method, and 
his vision of Law swaymg the wondrous 
constitution of the universe. 

He was a tireless worker. Early and l~te 
in term time and in vacation, he was busted 
in or about his beloved laboratory. The hug;e 
influx of students this session double~ his 
labors. He had toiled all summe~, ometly, 
unobtrusively, ceaslessly, as was hts custom, 
to make the Centenary a succ~ss; then the 
session began. He worked untll he dropped 
beneath the burden. . 

Of the staunch breed ofPtctoruans Ebene
zer Mackay was born at Plainfield, Pictou 
County in 1864. His father was Angus M 
Mackay, who came fr_om Hogart, ~uther
landshire, Scotland. Hts first education was 
at the famous Pictou J\ca~emy and he 
ranks high among the dtstmgutshed sons 
of the institution. ·Next he. came to Dal
housie and was awarded ~Is Bachelor of 
Arts with first class honors m 1886. He was 
also awarded the Mackenzi~ Gold Medal. 
From 1886 to 1892 he was Princip~ of the 
New Glasgow High Sch<>?l, leav~ng . th~t 
position to undertake spectal studtes. m hts 
chosen field at Harvard and. at Pnnct~n. 
In 1896, ten years after hts gra~uatton 
he obtained his Ph.D. at Johns Hopkms and 
came to Dalhousie as Macleod Professor of 
Chemistry and Mineralogy. 

Dr. Mackay's twenty four years at Nova 
Scotia's premier College are too well kno~ 
to require extended comment. The servtce 
he performed the Colleg~ an~ the youth of 
the Province were of mesttmable value. 
Completely versed in his subject •. he w.as 
thorough, conscientious and a sk~lful d~s
penser of knowledge. Many of hts pupils 
have gone abroad and brought fame to the 
name of Dalhousie. He was among the group 
of Professors under whom the New Dalhou-
sie came into being. . 

The place he took in the affCt:irs of Hahfax 
will not easily be filled. He dtspl~yed pub
lic interest and civic pride to a htgh degree 
and the friends that he made could no~ eas
ily be numbered. He 'Y~s a p~omment 
member of the North B.nush .Society. and 
was in 1918 and 1919 Ftrst Vtce-~restdent 
of that body. He was ~ Presbytena~ and a 
leading member of Samt Matthew s con-
gregation. 

EBEN MACKAY, TEACHER AND 
CHEMIST. 

In the small university th:e st';ldent is 
brought into personal touch :With hts teach-, 
ers among whom he occastOn.ally finds a 
fri~nd and an inspiration for hfe. Such a 
man was Eben Mackay. 

. Regarded from the so called tec~tcal stde, 
or from the viewpoint of those destnn~ to u~ 
the methods and facts of chemistry m thtf.tr 

rofession little can be added to what has 
l:n said: For the training, whether for 
education in a different field or for the 
specialist in the subject taught, must havbee 
the same foundation. )'he student must. 
induced to become mentally self-sUPJ>!l~!ng 
and self progressing. The mere acqws1~1on 
of encyclopaedic infox:matiot;t has very bttle 
actit~e value. On thi~ . basts Dr. Mack.ay 
taUght He knew the unportance of l?rov.td
ing the student with the tools of scientific 
method and a thorough knowledge of the 

In character he was a typical Htghlander. 
l-Ie had the Celt's reticence, the Celt's deep 

ride the Celt's courtesy. He was very spar
ing of words, especially words of bhure. He 
never spoke of ~imself, :or of hts wo!k· In 
an age of flauntmg pubhctty, he. earned self
effacement to a fault . It was hts support of 
the Macdonald fund thr~>Ugh the le~n years 
which made the ne:w hb~ary posstble, to 
mention just one of hts servtces to the college. 
He was content to do the work and let who 
would take the credit. 

On account of this reticence he was a 
hard man to know, but those ~ho were 
privileged to know him as a fnend wtll 

As it is my good fortune to have known 
Dr. Mackay for. ove~ a quarter of a ~en
tury, during whtch ttme .he was my fnend 
and, successively, my c~uldhood hero, tea
cher colleague and advisor, I may be per
mitt~d to write of him as a teacher and a 
chemist from my personal knowle~ge, and 
to offet: an all too inadequate tnbute <?f 
admiration and profound respect to hts 
memory. h' h 

As a teacher Dr. Mackay ranks very t~ · 
I have never known a. greater or more 11'!-
spiring one, although tt ha~ been ~y pn-_ 
vilege . to study under chemtsts of mterna- . 
tional fame in England, Germ~ny a~d 
Switzerland. He was master..,.of h:ts art m
deed- "an art so great and so dtffic"!lt to 
master that a man can spend a long llfe ~t 
it, without realizing much more than his 
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limitations and mistakes, and his distance 
f~om the ideal." His lectures, delivered in 
h1s c~arac~eristic, precise, formal style, 
we!e mvan~bly interesting and full of a 
qme~ enth~s1asm which never failed to com
mumcate 1tself to the occupants of the 
benches opposite. f.bove all, his teaching 
~as thorough and h1s treatment of his sub
Je~t sc~olarly and philosophic. Thanks to 
this . h1s students soon recognized that 
chem1~try was a science and not a bundle 
of re~1pes. A firm believer in the value of 
expenments, Dr. Mackay's Freshman lec
tures were thorou.ghly an~ admirably illus
trated. Seldom did expenments rail, owing 
to the zealous care w1th which they were 
prepared ~he previous evening, a long tiring 
afternoon m the laboratory notwithstanding. 
(In those days the whole of the work in 
chemistry fell on his shoulders.) 

It was in t he mall honour classes, however 
that one learnt best to appreciate the wis
dom, knowledge and stirhng character of 
Dr. Mackay, for here the teacher and stu
dent . came into more intimate relations. 
Here 1t was by keen questioning at the labor
a.tory bench that he gained his clear concep
tion of the true standing of each student 
encour~ged him to t hink for himself, and 
fired htm to greater effort. But even here 
the formal lecture was not abandoned. I 
remember that to a class of one he delivered 
t~e same brillia.nt lecture he might have 
g1ven to an aud1ence of a hundred. These 
le~tures were-. most inspiring, and together 
with the previous elementary work rormed a 
~oundation of chemical knowledge on which 
It woul~ be hard to improve- a foundation 
on wh1ch Mel ntosh, Archibald, Lindsay, 
McKay and others have built so well. 

When pr. Mackay came to Dalhousie he 
found his department poorly equipped. 
What he has done for chemistry there 
through his ~naided labours, toiling all day 
and al_I eve~mg long, and with inadequate 
financial assistance, all may in some measure 
appreciate ; but the influence of his character 
and personality on hi students is something 
that cannot be expressed in words. He loved 
t_he colle~e well and to her he devoted his 
h.fe! addmg greatly to her strength and 
aidi.ng tremendously in her constant progress 
durmg the p~st quarter of a century. 

As a chem1~t Dr. Mackay's ability is well 
known. Whtle at the Hopkins he carried 
out a number ?f valu~ble investigations. 
Unfortunately, his teachmg and other duties 
at Dalhou ie were so onerous and outside 
demands on his time so nume~ous that he 
had but little ~pportunity for dev~ting his 
profound chemical knowledge and experi
ment~} skill to chemical research. However, 
he t1rnulate~ the spirit of inve tigation in 
other~, and did much to develop interest in 
chem1stry both in the Maritime Provinces 
and ~n the Dominion. He was largely res
ponsible for the continued existence of the 
Nova _Sco_tia Institute of Science, and for the 
orgamzat1on of the Maritime Chemists' 
Association, of which he was president. 
He also took an active intere t in the pro
posed organization of an "Institute of Chem
Istry of Canada.'' 

While Dr. Mackay's loss to Dalhousie to 
c~emistry, to the scientific life of the Pro
vmce, and to his friends is irreparable, the 
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in.fluence of hi~ life, ch~racter and teaching 
will long remam and h1s spirit will abide in 
the hearts of those who knew and loved him. 

H. JERMAIN CREIGHTON, '06 
Now of Swarthmore College, Penn. 

DR. EBEN MacKAY AND SOCIAL 
WELFARE. 

(The following appreciation or the late 
Dr .. Eben MacKay and his work in con
nection. with the Halifax Wei fare Bureau 
~a~ wntten by one who knew Dr Mackay 
mtlmately througho':lt the whole period of 
effort made to estabhsh the Bureau in Hali
fax. N OJ!e else in Halifax today can perhaps 
speak wtth ~he kn?wle~ge of the writer, of 
Dr. Mackay s relat10nshtp to this work). 

To Dr. Eben MacKay. more than to any
o.ne ~lse be~ongs the cred1t for the organiza
tlOJ? m ?ahfax of that valuable asset in our 
soc1al ~Ife, the .Halifax Welfare Bureau. 
Frol'!l 1ts s~all beginning until the day 
of h~s ~eath tt was constantly in his mind 
a!ld 1~ 1s a monument and a splendid one to 
hts fat~hf~l~ess t? duty, h\s courae;eousness, 
and h1s ms1~ht mto the fundamental pro
~lems of soc1al welfare. Few knew of this 
mterest for ab~ve all Dr. MacKay did his 
~ork. ~nobtrustv~ly; and more than that, 
1~ th1s mstance, 1t was he himself that pub
licly gave. to others the credit for an achieve
men_t whtch he made possible by his own 
persistence and energy. 

director had to be secured, and Dr. Mac
Kay rv~s not content with even making a 
start with whatever offered. He went after 
the best types of our . citizenship, and he 
sought too., to make It representative of 
every ~ffort being made in the Community 
for social betterment. He succeeded. We 
say, he succeeded, for it may be said that he 
more tha~ any one else selected the initial 
board of directors. 

. Since the good start made under Miss 
Bird and the excellent progress under her 
successor Miss Wisdom, the bureau has had 
the constant thought of Dr. MacKay. He 
was ever .at hand ~n difficulties and his 
sound adyice as ~ D1rector, and his kindly 
personal mterest m the problems presented 
to ~he staff went far to achieve the success 
whtch has come to the Bureau. In October 
1918, he b~came its ~resident and as such he 
dev?ted hu:nself assiduously to its .adminis
tration until, at the time of his death it was 
firmly e~tablished as an invaluable part of 
o1:1r . social _we~fare organization. 

Hts e~rly msight i~to . the problems pre
s~nted h~s .unshaken fatth m ultimate triumph 
h1s _untmng zeal and practical personal 
serv1ce were factors without which little or 
no ~rogress could have been made. 

H1s true nobility. ?f character, his broad 
outlook and .clear VISion. of the community's 
proble!fls •. h1s outstandmg personal service 
a.nd his htgh st~ndard of ideals and obliga
tiOns, all went mto the building up of the 
work he set out to do for his fellow man 

The work will go on, but to those wh~ 
have kJ:?.OWn . Dr: MacKay and his work in 
~on~ectton w1th tt from the first efforts made 
~t wlll. always be a fitting monument to his 
mdo~1table co~rage, his belief in the value 
of tramed service, and his deep and abiding 
sense of social justice. 

Su~h statements as these will doubtless 
surpnse many who read these lines but the 
one or two who now remain of those who 
brought t_he Bureau into being, will remember 
a delegatiOn to the Board of Control in 1915 
led by Dr. MacKay askim; the City govern~ 
ment ~o esta~lish this m·1ch needed work 
U?9er Its ~u~p1ces. It was no innovation in 
ClVlC admimstration but apart from two 
members of the Board it got no consideration. EBEN MAcKAY. 
A refusal meant to P~· M_acKay only one Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus 
more reas~n. for perststiJ?g m the effort. A Tam cari capitis? . 
s~_all provtstonal Committee was formed of My acquaintance with Eben M Citde~s k~o starTththe venture as a private began in the autumn of the year al~St 
un er a mg. ere were three problems· I had just returned t f · 
first, a compete!lt so~ial worker to organiz~ New Glasgow after a os~e~h tve town of 
the work, for without success from the first absence and I found Eben th;t prolon~ed 
the ~r~j~ct ~ould fail ; secondly, educational the san{e position which I had hclc{~lylh: . 
~~~e 1~fin1~fli~~~tpeif;:~ti~!h~;e~1 ~~~ ~if~he0f H~h g~&~fuf~t~~~ i~~cipa~~P 
c1rcu~stance~ of a fam1ly 1.n need of assis- identity of employment and of i~ion co~~ 
tancf, a~d thirdly the secun!lg of the. neces- stituted one of the first links i~hat chain 
{!ftY ofn 19{~ ~hke ~oth P?Sttslble. ~urdmg the which was afterwards to bind us together in 

e . omm1 . ee carne on a such intimate friendship. 
correspo!ldence w1th vanous agencies in Eben had come to New Glas ow in 1886 
touch ~1th Welfare wor~ers in Canada and on the completion of an unusu!n brilliant 
~e dun; ted States but fa1~ed to find the right • undergraduate course at Dalho~sie Uni-T· ~ rrrson ~o <?r~~mze the bureau and versity, and the high expectations entertain
PI ot It t rough 1ts mitlal stages. The work ed by the school-board that appo' t d h' 
~~s not dro~d; that was ~ot a char~cter- were more than fully realized m 

1
fh: 

1~ 
~s~;r ~iJ;Eth ~c:aJ; he pbrsi~te~ and ~n the ~hat was achieved by him there; and, :b!n 
Halifax in D~ce~be~at9~6 tamd , ~ofungbto ~~ became kno~n .that ~e had it in mind to 
· · f 

1917 
• an a e e- g1ve up the pnnctpalshtp many and strong 

gmdm~ , the anno~ncemen~ was were the inducements p;esented to him in 
rr~:s the~ ~~o~nurehaaudobef gSu ~~tl Servktce, as . Ethbee hope that he might be content,to remain. 

. n 1 s wor . n however had somethi el · h · 
There w~s a tremend<?us a~ount of en- mind:s eye. ' ng se m lS 

ergy and diplomacy behmd th1s announce- It was mainly by his own natural abilit 
ment. Funds .w~re secured,. near~y a~l through diligence and perseverance, aided b tfi~ 
~r. MacKay s IJ:?.fiu~nce w1.th hts fnends and opportunity afforded by the schol~i s ~ e ~ther orgamzabons w1th which he was gtven on so generous a scale by the tfte 
1dent1fied. But that was not all, a board of. George Munro, that he had been able to 

put himself through a full undergraduate 
course at Dalhousie without any interrup
tion, and with such brilliant results. At this 
point however the course which he had map
ped out for himself was interrupted because 
of the lack of necessary funds. Four years of 
advanced post-graduate study and research 
in his favorite subject of Chemistry in the 
best of the American Universities, with a 
a view to fitting himself in the most thorough 
manner for a University professorship was 
what he was constantly keeping in mind. 

After six years of faithful teaching and 
careful, but by no means penurious saving, 
Eben found himself in a position where he 
felt that he could safely give up his school 
and devote his undivided attention to study 
and research in his own chosen field. 
· At the beginning of t he session of 1895-6 

the chair of Chemistry in Dalhousie fell 
vacant through the sudden death of Dr. 
George Lawson who had held that position 
since the revival of the College in 1863. 
The Governors decided to make a tern porary 
appointment for that session so as to give 
themselves plenty of time to advertise the 
p03ition and institute inquiries in order that 
they might make sure of securing the very 
best available man. Some of his friends then 
urged Eben strongly to become a candidate 
for the temporary position, for they felt sure 
from his . previous record as a student and 
as a High School teacher and from what 
they knew of his personality, that he would 
prove so great a success as a College teacher 
that his appointment to the permanent posi
tion would be assured. Eben, however, 
had his heart set 0n completing a piece of 
research work on which he was at this time 
engaged, and he was not to be tempted or 
turned aside from his straight course even 
by the prospect of a professorship in Dal-
housie. · 

By the end of that session he had finished 
the work on which he had been engaged and 
had obtained his doctorate from Johns 
Hopkins University, an~. now. he became. a 

1 candidate for the pos1t10n m Dalhouste. 
Meantime the Governors had scattered their 
advertisements broadcast over America and 
in Great Britain with the result that there 
were about seventy candidates for the posi
tion, and the competition was very keen. 
After a careful study of all the documents 

1 that were submitted, supplemented by per
sonal interviews with a few of the candidates 
who seemed to be of the greatest promise, 
the decision was given in favor of Eben, and 
I do not hesitate to say that no better ap
pointment was ever made by the Board of 

• 
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He was not one of those who confine 
themselves narrowly and selfishly to their 
own particular line of business, and who 
show little or no interest in the affairs of 
olhers. He played the part of a thoroughly 
good citizen. The magnitude of his work in 
the University did not prevent him from 
finding some time to devote to various other 
good objecls in the community and he con
tributed valuable assistance to such causes 
as the SoCial Service Bureau, the Anti-Tuber
culosis League, the Civic Improvement Lea
gue, and the Industrial .School. He was a 
most useful member of the Board of Gover
nors of the Halifax Ladies College. He took a 
prominent part in the work of the Rotary 
Club and of the North British Society, and 
for some years he had been Chairman of 
the Board 0f Trustees of St. Matthew's 
Church. 

There can be little doubt that in the mat-
ter of work he overdid it, and that in his 
eagerness to serve others he was too regard
less of himself, with the result that his na
turally strong constitution became under
mined and weakened and proved unequal 
to the severe test to which it was subjected 
in the opening days of the New Year. 

When the Great War broke out and the 
seriousness of the situation became appar
ent, he desired to take a more active part in 
the struggle than was possible for one who 
was three thousand miles away from the 
fighting line. Accordingly, although he was 
well beyond the limit of age prescribed for 
admission to the Army, he set out to get 
himself enlisted, and was both surprised and 
disappointed when he found himself, unable 
to get by the medical examiner. During the 
last few months the heavy strain laid upon 
him by his work in connection with the Cen
tenary celebration told upon him; and. the 
increase in his College work caused by the 
great influx of students at the beginning of 
the present session callsed him to realize the 
necessity of relaxing somewhat in his out
side activities, or at any rate, of declining to 
assume any new burdens. He was planning to 
take, at the end of the present session, a 
year's rest from the strain of teaching. 

About himself and his work he was al
ways extremely reticent. His colfeagues and 
his students in the University, and all 
others who, in any capacity, were brought 
into contact with him, knew that all his work 
was most carefully and thoroughly done. 
In all that he was, and said, and did, he was 
the personification of neatness and precision. 

He had a great capacity for making friends, 

Governors. 
Since the summer of 1896, a perio:l of 

twenty-three and a half years, he filled the 
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men who officiated on that occasion, three 
had passed through his classes in Dalhousie, 
while the fourth , who had come over to this 
country from Ireland more than half a score 
of years ago, testified that the first one he 
had found after his landing in Halifax to 
extend to him something more than a formal 
welcome, the first one to show him what he 
felt was real hospitality, and to admit him 
to close friendship was Eben Mackay. 
The signifiance of this can be better realized 
when there is added the further statement 
that the church over which this young 
clergyman came to-preside, was not the one 
to which Eben belonged: -

He took a great delight in acts of hospi
tality and kindness, but you never could 
learn anything about any of these unless 
you happened to catch hi,m in the very act, 
or unless the other party to the transaction 
gave him away. 

What a delightful companion he was! One 
never saw him downcast or gloomy; he was 
always sunny and cheerful. He had a keen 
appreciation of wit and humor in others, and 
these were qualities with which he himself 
was generously endowed. His wit however 
was always of a kindly character and never 
of that kind which leaves a bitter sting 
behind. It was a real treat to observe him 
either when he had got off some good thing 
himself, which frequently happened, or 
when he had heard something from someone 
else which tickled his fancy- to see the 
slight upward curling of the corners of his 
mouth, to see the puckering of the mirthful 
l.ittle wrinkles underneath his eyes, to see 
the merry twinkle that would come into his 
eyes, to see him throw himself back in his 
chair, and to listen to his genuine hearty 
laugh. 

Envy and jealousy were feelings of which 
he seemed to have no personal knowledge. 
It is possible that his reading of books and 
newspapers may have given him some idea 
of what these terms meant; but, as for the 
feelings. themselves, they must either have 
been left out of his make-up in the beginning 
or el e they must have been eliminated from 
it afterwards by himself with that thorough
ness that was so characteristic of him. 
The good qualities and the good deeds of 
others he was quick to see and would praise 
them enthusiastically and generously; of , 
things of a contrary character he was very 
slow to speak, and when he felt compelled 
to refer to them, he would do so in the most 
careful and delicate manner. 

· chair of Chemistry, and the work which he 
performed for the University not only as a 
teacher of his own subject but in many other 
ways ·as well, has been of altogether ines
timable value. From the beginning right up 
to the end he showed himself not only a 
most willing but a most enthusiastic and an 
almost tireless worker. While most thought
ful and considerate of others he never spared 
himself, but kept on working up to the very 
limit of his strength, and, it is to be feared, 
even beyond that limit. 

and with Eben- once a friend, always a 
friend. Of all the qualiti~s that could be 
enumerated as desirable in a friend, I can
not think of one in which he was lacking. 
He loved to have · his friends drop in to see 
him of an evening, and, however, busily en-

. gaged he might be, they could always 
count on receiving a most cordial welcome. 
Although it was nearly thirty years since he 
had ceased to reside in New Glasgow, yet 
on the afternoon of the ninth of January 
St. Andrew's church in that town was 
crowded with the old friends whom he had 
made a third of a century before, and who 
had now come to pay their tribute of respect 
to their departed friend. Of the four clergy-

He ~as always full of sympathy for those 
in trouble or distress of any kind, and always 
ready also to give expression to his sympathy 
in the most practical and generous form. 
Moreover when he conferred a favor it was 
always done in such a way that one might 
think that the recipient was conferring a great 
favor on him in accepting it . 

In the foregoing I have merely touched 
upon a few of the outstanding features of 
the life and chracter of him who has been 
so suddenly and unexpectedly taken away -
from us. To do anything like justice to his 
memory would require not a few columns 
of print but a large volume. Let me therefore 
summarily conclude by saying that he was a 
man of whom it might truly be said that 

,, 



8 

he was one of Nature's own noblemen. If 
one were to consider him from single points 
of view, it would, no doubt, be possible to · 
find some men who would surpass him in 
some one particular thing, and others in 
another; but, taking him all in all, it would be 
a hard thing to find an abler or a better man 
than Eben Mackay,- to find a more lovable 
man would be quite impossible. 

HOWARD MURRAY. 

LAID TO REST. 
The perf onnance in solemn simplicity of 

the last rites for one whom we have known 
well are always sad, but when we are gather
ed round the grave of one who has been our 
friend, guide and teacher there is an added 
note of pathos. 

Our friends the French with their genius 
for the appropriate expression of corporate 
emotion, conduct funerals with all that be
fits their solemnity while we, aiming at some
thing much less spectacular produce, on the 
whole, perhaps qutte as impressive an effect. 

The afteQioon of January 8th, 1920 was 
grey and sunless when the members of the 
Umversity and the public began to gather 
in the quiet of Harvey street where a hearse 
was already waiting outside number 24. 
It was difficult to realize that the figure so 
familiar to us all who worked and wrote and 
thought in that study up there overlooking 
the street would nevennore touch the pen 
or open a book; but yet so it was, and the 
mourners who gathered into groups could 
speak of nothing but their loss. · 

Presently down the steps was borne the 
coffin mercifully hidden below masses of 
flowers- wreaths of fragrant roses. the most, 
of them- flowers in their beauty symbolising 
the beauty of the life that had passed away; 
for were they not, in truth, born to die. 
The casket was carried out by six under
graduates specially chosen as representing 
the chief student societies. 

They walked. right and left of the hearse 
as the procession moved off in the direction 
of St. Matthew's Church where the deceased 
Professor had for many years worshipped. 
A few members of the Senate wore academic 
dress with hoods which gave the only touch 
of colour to the sombre cortege. His Honor· 
the Lieutenant Governor Mr. MacCallum 
Grant, accompanied by his private secretary ·~ 
Captain Hicks, R. N., was present as well 
as many prominent citizens who had known 
MacKay as a friend and as a co-worker in 
various enterprises. As the procession 
turned into Barrington street, the six hundred 
students of the University were found to 
have fonned themselves into two 'Tows be
tween which the procession passed. The 
young men with bared heads standing 
m two long lines facing each other in the 
old familiar street could not have paid a more 
striking tribute to their beloved teacher. 
The women -etudents were placed in the 
centre of the line for they had particularly 
requested to be present at this mournful 
time. The head of the procession had 
almost reached the church when the 
last of the mourners were leaving the 
house. The lower part of the church was 
completely filled by representatives of in
stitutions and societies with which Dr. 
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MacKay had been associated,- the Goven
ors of the University, the Senate, mem
bers of the various Faculties, the members 
of the Faculty of the Presbyterian College 
Pinehill; representatives of other Colleges, of 
the North British Society of which Dr. 
MacKay was Vice-President, and of the 
Rotary Club. Mr. George S. Campbell, 
LL. D., chairman of the Board of Governors 
and President MacKenzie were both un
avoidably absent not being able to return 
from New York in time for the ceremony. 
Professor Howard Murray, Dean of the 
College presented the President. 

The coffin, completely hidden by the flow
ers was placed in front of the pulpit into which 
ascended the Rev. Dr. Clark minister of 
St. Matthews and chaplain of the North 
British Society, the Rev. Dr. Forrest, 
President-Emeritus of the University, and 
the Rev. Thomas Stewart, D. D. 

After the opening hymn "0, thou, my 
soul, bless God the Lord" had been sung by 
all, Dr. Stewart read Psalms 324 and 41 and 
again from the gospel of St. John in chapters 
11 and 14. 

After a quartette of the church choir 
had sung, and Dr. Clark had prayed, Pro
fessor MacKay's favorite hymn, the First · 
Paraphrase, "Oh God of Bethel, by whose 
hand thy people still are fed." was sung by 
the whole congregation. 

A pathetic incident in the service was the 
singing of Mrs. G. S. Campbell of Dr. 
MacKay's favorite song "Fear a Bhata." 
Hardly ever has Mrs. Campbell's wonderful 
voice been heard to greater advantage than 
in ·this · old Highland lament. 

The address by the Rev. Dr. Forrest was 
admitted on all sides to have been one of the 
most beautiful ever listened to. Dr. Forrest 
had known MacKay as a student and had 
been chiefly instrumental in appointing 
him to the chair of chemistry in which he 
had watched his whole career. It would 
not have been wonderful had the Rev. 
Ex-President broken down in the task .the 
University had demanded of him, but holding 
himself in admirable restraint, he paid his 
tribute to his friend in choicely chosen words. 
It was not difficult to see how he loved the 
man of whom he spoke. In a particularly 
noted passage, the preacher pointing. to the 
flowers below him called out-" And what 
is the message to you young men that comes 
from him now in that co~?" it is a clear and 
unmistakeable one "Be ye also ready; 
be faithful in whatever is entrusted to you 
like he was, and if need be, like he was, 
faithful unto death." 

"Watts" grand old hymn "Oh God our 
help in ages past" having been sung, and the 
benediction pronounced· by Dr. Clark, the 
mourners were preparing to reassemble in 
the gathering gloom when the opening notes 
of that sublime symphonic poem "The dead 
march in Saul" began to rumble out from 
overhead. 

The procession reformed and mo\red. off 
once more between the rows of the silent 
students and on to the railway station 
whence the coffin was entrained for the 
journey to New Glasgow. ... 

On the following day in the presence of a 
great concourse of people, it was consigned 
to the earth in the burying ground of 
his native district. 

Thence he had gone in life's morning 
to struggle in the battle of the world outside 
and thither he had returned a conqueror but 
withal a gentle knight having 'Wronged no 
one, helped many, and given freely of his 
best to everyone with the gracious simplicity 
of the pure in heart. 

D. F. H. 

THE FINAL SCENE. 
There was a touch of fitness . in the final 

scene. From Pictou County, Eben Mackay 
went away with the high promise of youth 
to fit himself for his life's work. Later 
he was returned to his native Country, his 
work crowned with an honorable record of 
faithful and useful service to the people 
of his native Province, here to sleep his last 
long sleep. 

All that was mortal of the late Prof. 
Eben Mackay, of Dalhousie University, 
whose death has caused general lamentation, 
was reverently laid to rest in Brook
side Cemetery, New Glasgow. 

The service was conducted by Rev. George 
Farquhar, assisted by Rev. E. H. Ramsay, 
who read the scripture lesson, Rev. C. C. 
Mcintosh, who led in prayer, and Rev. 
Robert Johnston, M. A., who delivered the 
address. 

The tribute Mr. Johnston paid to the 
deceased was couched in simple language, 
but carried with it a tenderness of expression 
that reached deep into the hearts of his 
hearers. The speaker told that when he 
reached Halifax from the Old"Ctruntry; six
teen years ago, the first friendship he form
ed was with Prof. Eben Mackay. It was a 
friendship that ripened through the interven
ing years, and what the Professor had been 
to him he had been to many other strangers 
who had gone to Halifax to him. He par
ticularly dwelt upon the sincerity which was 
so prominent in the character of Prof. 
Mackay. 

The cortege from the church to the 
graveyard was a large one, and representa
tive was the delegation from I?alhousie 
University, his late scene of labor. Repre
senting the Governors were Dr. A. H. Mac
kay and Mr. G. Fred Pearson; the Senate, 
Dr. Howard Murray, Mr. Justice Russell, 
Dr. Archibald MacMechan, Dr. Howard 
Bronson, and Dr. Murdock "Chisholm; the 
Alumni Association, Mr. H. E. Mahon, the 
President, and Mr. Theodore Ross; the stu
dent body, D. W. Hoare and A. D. Ross, 
from executive of Students' Council; A. R. 
Reid, President Students' Medical Society; 
George H. McCleave, Secretary Students' 
Art and Science Society; and W. R. Mc
Clelland, President Students' Engineering 
Society" The pall bearers were Judge George 
P~tterson, who was succeeded as Principal · 
of the New Glasgow High School by Dr. 
Mackay in 1886; Mr. H. K. Fitzpatrick, 
K. C., Dr. Mackay's oldest friend; Hon. R. 
M. Macgregor, who entered the High School 
as pupil when Dr. Mackay became Principal 
ud left when the latter resigned to pursue 
his studies at college; Mr. J. T. McLeod, 
Principal of Schools; Mr. H. T. Sutherland, 
who was School Commissioner during the 
years the deceased was Principal of the 
New Glasgow Schools; and Mr. Don. F. 
Fraser, the present Commissioner of Schools. 

THE FUNERAL PASSING. 

A mist stole in from the sea, 
From the sea grey and cold, 
Shrouding and hiding th~ ships, 
Bringing the salt to our hps, 
While the sad bell tolled. 

Tolled and tolled on, saying, "He 
The dead master and friend, 
Companioned by all he loved best. 
Passing.away to his rest, 
Draws near to. the end. 

The end- the end. He is free." 
From the sea cold and grey, 
Hiding and shrouding the town, 
Slowly the mist drives down, 
He has gone his way. 

M. E. F. 
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