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Decenber 27, 1963

Arthur Leonard Dunphy, Esq.,
Pitts!’ot'd. Vermont.

Dear Fr. Dunphy,

Your letter was very interesting and amsing,
and it was very good of you to write. Father was a2 martinet,
even in family life, as T found out to my own discomfort many
a time; but he was also strictly falr in his judgements and
-- this may seem strange to you, altliough a nusber of his cld
soldiers have remarked it to me over the years - under the
crust he was 2 kindly and even sentimental man,

Vany former Sth Battalion officers and men have written to nme,
arxismebavavisitedmehm I last saw Father in the summer
of *15, when he returned to Canade for a brief convalescent
leave after recovering from wounds in the arm and head sustained
at Ypres. I was Just a boy then, of course. So it has inter-
ested me intensely to learn anecdotes and details of the time

up to his death.

A few years ago I went over the Amiens battlefield, following
the movements of 8th Battalion step by step right up to the
fatal Hatchet Wood, which still rises, dark and ominous, across
the shallow but wide draw in the wheat fields which the Batt.

had to cross. After the battle the dead were gathered and
buried on the crest of the first rise, looking across to the
wood; the burisl ground was made permanent and called lanitoba
Cemetery. Deside the Oth Batt, officers and men (st 6) there
are graves of more than 50 men of other units, found in the wide
stretch of wheatfields which were under fire from Hatchet “ood.

Former staff officers at Drigade told me that it was "ome mﬂjm
most heroic actions of the war”, and that the loss was "unavoid-
able under the circumstances.”

hat heppened was this. In the general battle plan the Eth Datt.
was to march in reserve during the first day. It would then
attack the Germen rear line, the so-called Blue Line, in the
vieinity of Rosieres. This "Blue Line" was a sketchy affair,
consisting partly of the old French trench line dug to defend
Amiens in the fall of 1914, which was in bad shape, with very
little wire, and that of course on the wrong side for present
German purposes.

The success of the first day's drive (iug.8) was so great that
Army staeff expected only light resistance at the Blue Line, and
all units reserved for the second day's advance had firm orders



to attack "all out", without waiting for tank or artillery support.

As you know, Sth Datt. reached Caix on the late afterncon or early
evening of the first day, dug in, and prepared for the next morning's
‘attack on Rosieres, whose roofs could be seen across the fields.
However, there had been a hitch on the Canadian right, where it
linked with the Frenich, As 2 result, the next day's order of
battle was changed, with varicus Canadian units making a flank
march to the right during the night. In the case of 8th Batt.
this meant a march to Hospital Wood, nesr the Caix-—Ie Quesnel
road, with the new line of advance towards VWarvillers. The
stiffest Germen resis\tance was expected sbout Le Quesnel on the
right, and all of the available tanks and most of the available
artillery were concentrated there.

As things turned out, the Cerman resistance about Le Cuesnel
crumpled fairly easily, and @th Batt. got the bewlme toughest
nut to crack., Elements of a German reserve division had arrived
in this part of the Blue Line early in the evening of Aug.8th,
and about 400 German infantry, well equipped with machine guns,
had planted themselves in Hatchet Wood. Here they had a wide
field of fire, not only to the front, but to both flanks.

Owing to the hasty re-arrangement of the ist Division battle order,
none of its units were properly in position to attack at daylight
on August 9, as plamned. In fact, the whole attack was delayed
until past noon. Thus the initial advantage of surprise was lost,
the Germans were given valuable hours to dig in and site their
machine guns, and they were able to work up some artillery for
support

The final a-du-tmnqﬂm resched father ot pearly 1 pune
Varions patrols crossing the Caix-Le Quesnel road

preceding evening had reported heavy and accurate German fire
from Hatchet vhod.v!'ﬂcbemmdtheuhelaapprmchb.ymﬂ
the road.  This had been m&odtoﬁr!gado:wtt}mmm

change in the order to &th Batt.

Father said to his secondein-commend (Yajor "Bug® Saunders),
"Bug, this is going to be 2 bad ane.” Originally the Batt.
was to go forward with Saundérs in the third weve, while Father
and Batt, H.Q. moved up from the cormer of Hospital Wood., But
now Father insisted thet Saunders remein with Batt. H.Q., while
he himself moved up with the troops atf Hatchet Wood from
the front, Saunders protested, but that wes that,

One officer told me long afterwards, " Your Dad had arranged for
two companies to make their way around to the flanks of the wood,
while the rest attacked from the front. It was obvious that the
troops attacking from the front, across that wide draw, were



go with the front attack. Itmwumtohuiuh. The
on our right and left were wide open to fire from Hatchet
Wood. “e had to get in there and knock the Cermans out."

Shortly after the front attack crossed over the first rise and
descended into the draw, Father was hit with a bullet in the right
arm. It kmocked him dowm, and somecne ([ his faithful batman, I
believe) bendaged the wound, crouching in the wheat. Father then
Jumped up, and put up his field glasses, trying to sece the progress
of the flanking camanies

Lieut, Ierbert MNowat, who was with the front attack, told me

e were advencing shwtmhtsaﬂtmrmmgintbemt.
The German machine! was terrific. Bach time we e X
had = mtimmtif’smd(somhassﬁmerirtosibhtabou
the wheat tops it would be shot off,”

Father was struck by 2 burst of m.g. bullets in the chest. (Three
went through his map-case, which I saw aftermards.) Sust .
had time to gasp,”Send for lajor lers -- take at once.”

You know the rest. Once the 8th Batt, got into the wood the
Gernmans chucked in, after a Lrief but bloody scuffle, and there
were about 300 prisomers., Searching the wheatfields for the
8th Batt, dead and wounded, Padre Whillans and others came upon
Father's body about sumset. As he wrote me some years later,
"The sounds of battle had dled away, and we could hear the larks
singing in the sky."

The exact casualties in Sth Datt. for August 8 and § 9 ( nearly
all on Aug,9) were 8 officers and 59 other ranks killed; 7
officers ahd 309 other ranks wounded; 52 missing. The

were mostly stragglers who turned up at Warvillers later on.

As you have observed, Father was very proud of "my regimentt
If he was sharp on discipline in his officers and men, he was
alse sharp with Brigade in all matters pertaining to their
welfare - hence the nicknome "Uncle Tom" by which many lmew
hinm in and outside of the regiment.

& Smcer\ely,



ARTHUR LEONARD DUNPHY
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Jan.19,196%

Dear l¥r. Dunphy,

Thank you for your further notes of the
Auiens battle, which I hgve added to my file of Sth Batt-
alion information.

Just after the Second World Wer I met in Toronto a man
named White, a former member of the 8th, and spent an even-
ing at his home. At fmiens he was a lieutenant comanding
2 rifle platoon ( I don't knoy which Company) and he was
severely wounded not far from the spot where my father
died. During the Second World War his son was with an
armoured regiment chesing the Germans over the old War One
vattlefields after the debacle in Normandy. There was no
serious fighting in this area -- the Germans were too
disorganized - and in the city of Amiens itself some
light British armoured cars surprised and captured General
Iberbach and most of the stalf of the German Seventh Army.

Here and there a few Germsne stopped long enough to do a
bit of sniping, and by one of the most amaging coincidences
of the two great wars young White was wounded only a short
dmmtmspmwmmfathermshotm’i&

Vajor "Clickety=Click” was of course Saunders, a veteran of
the Sth from 1914, and known to his fellow officers as "Bug®,
an old nickname that originated, I suppose, in his Bhort
height. I have a photograph of him with the famous "Foghorn®
lacdonald, who was Tramsport Officer of the 8th for many
months in Frence, a big man standing over six feet. TFather
had seriboled on the back of the picture, "The long and the
short of the L.B.D.%s" .

Manitobe Cemetery is some distance off the Caixele Cuesnel
road, and the approach is & narpow clay cart-track through
the grein fields, very sticky going in wet weather. In the
visitor's book, kept in a niche in the cenetery wall as in
all the war cemeteries, I found only French names, and these
only few = presumably people from the farms thereabouts.

With every good wish for 1964,
Sincerely,
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