






December 'Z? , 196) 

~ri~~t,,.:tlY• Esq., 

Dear r:r . Dunphy, 

Yem- letter was very interesting anl nmusing, 
and it wan very eood of you to write .. Father was a martinet , 
oven in fomil,y life, as I foond out to my own discanfort Mny 
a tir,e; but he was also strictly fair in hie judgroents and 
- - thio may s stranse to you. although a nt.&ber o.f his old 
soldiers have r~rked it to rr..e over the years - under the 
cnist he was e kindly ond oven sentimental r.iar.. . 

r an!( fOrc....">1" 8th Battalion officors and r;.en have urit ten to me. 
and sane have visited me hero. I last sa.l Father in the surmr.er 
of 1 15 . when he returned to CaD,3Cla for a brief' convalescent 
leave a.rtcr rocoverinr; frcr.l w~s in the am mid head sustained 
at Ypres . I lr.'3S just a boy then, of course. So it has inter-
ested me intensely t o learn anecdotes arrl details o.f the tirre 
up t o bi• death. 

A few years 2.i;o I went O'ror tho Amiens battlefield , fol.lowing 
the r.iove:::ents of 8th Dattalion step by step riiJht up to the 
f atal l~tchet \.:cxxl . which still rises , dark m'Xi anirx:ius , acrocs 
t he shallow but wide draw in the wheat fields which the tt. 
bad to cross . After the battle the dead were eathered and 
buried on the crest of the first rise, lookin::! across to the 
wood; t he burial ground ,-as made pemanent and called lwitoba 
Cerotary. !leside the 8th llntt. officers and men (~ /,] ) there 
are graves o!: more tha!l 50 t11en of other unit s. found in the wid'"" 
otretch of wheatrields which were under £ire f'rom Hatchet 'ood . 

:'orrner staff officers at Drie,o.de told me that it was "one o~ he 
r:::ost heroic nctions or t!lc war" . and that the loos was "unavoid-
abl e undor the circui!'.stq,nces . " 

hAt b:lpponod ,ms this . In the general battle plrul t he 8th Eatt . 
was t o I:'.:Lrch ill reservo during t he first day. It vould then 
attack the Gorman rear line, t he so-callod Blue Line . in the 
vici nity of ~osiore::; . This "Blue Line" was a. sketchy affair, 
consistin3 partly or the old French trench line dug to defend 
Ar.liens i n tbe ran o.r 1914, which waa in bad shape, with very 
little wtrc, and that or course on the wrong side for present 
German purposes . 

The success of t he first day ' s drive (Aug,8) was so gr oot that 
Army staff expected only light resistance nt the Blue Line , and 
all unit s reserved for the second dey1 s adv.ince bad firm ordero 



to attn.ck "all rut" , without \l'S.iting for tank or artillery support . 

Ao you lmClrl, 8th Dntt . reached Caix on t he late afternoon or early 
eveninr; of the i"irst day. dus in , and prepired for the next morning 's 

'attnck on P..osie:res , whooe roots could be seen across t he f'i elds . 
Hom:wor, there 1'1d beeu a hit ch on the Canadian rieht. where it 
linked wit.½ t he French. As c. result. the next da.y •s order of 
battl e was changed. witlt vo.rious C:madian units •r.akin~ a f'lank 
"'1rch to the r l.{;ht durinc t he Diebt . In the case of 8t h Dat t . 
t his rooant a mrch to I:ospital Wood, near t he Caix- le Quesnel 
rood, with the new .lino of' advance 't<:Mlrds ':arvil lers . Tho 
stiffest Germon reais\ tance ,,ns expected abcut Le C:UConel on t he 
right , and all of the avail'1ble tanks and most cf th<!, :>v-ail,ible 
artillery were concentrated there. 

As thir.cs turnad 011t, the German reoistance about Le ~uoGDel 
crumpled fairzy oosi1:y, and 9t h Batt . got the toughest 
nut to crock . Elements of a German reserve division had arrlved 
in this po.rt of the Blue Line early in the evening or J.u3.8th , 
and about 400 Ge-man infantry. well eq,.11.pped "'1. t h m.1.chine cuns , 
had p1"nted the:lselveo in i!atc:iot · '.ood . Eere they had a wide 
f ield of fir0, not only to t!le front , but to both flmiks . 

Owing to t he ho.sty re-arrans:e:mnt of tho 1st Division bat tle order , 
none 0£ it!i units were properly in position t.o attack at dnylleht 
on Au.au.st 9. a.!J pl.armed . In fact . the whol.a attack was delayod 
until past noon .. Thus the initial a.dvantnge at surprioo w-as lost , 
the Germans were 1,1.von valuable hours to dig in and site their 
ma chino gm1.9 , am they vere able t o work up sar.e artillery for 
support . 

The firol orde1· tra,, renched Father at nearly 1 p . m. 
Various p.itrols croosine the Caix- Le <::uesnel road during the 
preceding evoninc hn.d reported heavy and accurate German fire 
f roo llatchet l:<Xrl . "·hich ccuoonded t he whci\o .ipprooch beyond 
the road • . This had boon reported t o Brigade; but t here was no 
change in the order to Ct ll llatt . 

Fat her aaid to his occond- in-ccr.:ruand ( t:ajor "Bug a 5aunders) , 
"Ju.::, t~ is g~ to bo a bod ooo. " Cri...,r.i.n:11.ly the Bat t . 
was to co forward with Saunders' in the t hird wove, while Ft.ther 
o.rxl Bntt . a •• DOVOd up from the corner of T:oopital ''00::i , Dut 
nru Father irulistcd that undel"S l"<l<l:lin wit h Batt. H. Q., while 
he hi,,.oal.f mo;red up with t he troops at tackine !l,itcbet t:ood from 
t he f"ront . Saun:lern proto::rted , but that .0,9 that . 

One officer told me l on;:: art.erwards . " Yonr Dad b.ld arranged for 
two ccnp,anies to t).'.lke their way around to t he flanko of the wocxi , 
while the rest at t.:lckcd rra, the front . It w,is obvioos t he.t tho 
troops at tackinc fi-a:i the front, across that wide draw , were 
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going to cop i t, but t hin c,nmt was necossory ii' the Oankinc 
cO'!lpllnios were to oake o. succes sful appr03ch. Your Jad bad never 
nskcd a rr.nn to Co \1her o be wouldn • t co himself. so he electod to 
co wit h the ft-rot attack , It was no t ice to hooitate , The troops 
ndvo.neinJ a, our rieht an! left we~o vi.do = to firo !'rm t chet 
" ood, e IJ.'.lJ to i;et 1n ttero and knock the Germana art. , " 

Shoi:t:cy after the front attack crosood cm,r the :cirst rise mid 
descended into the drav. Father u3s bit with n bullet in the rlc:ht 
am, It knocl<ad him datm, and S<X:l')(lllO ( his f:lithf\Jl lxltmlln, I 
bollevo) bondaged the •.JOOIXI , crouch1n; 1n the whont . rat:,cr then 
junped up, and p"<lt u;,, biG field i;].:lsccs, tr-Jin;; to s""' the proeress 
of t he flAnk:l.n:; ca,pa."lico . 

Lieut . Eerbert r:cwit •. who \.;3S wit h the froot i:it tack, told t".8 , 
n , 'e wero adv:l.ncinz 9'.'7 ohO'!"t ru:,hcc ;.nd t:.~ ~1."l~ in the nhoat • 

• The Ger-..uOll nach:in....:~ \ :.13 tor;-if1.c . -cb ti.r.::s we clroJ:!)od, 3: 
had o. notion that if I stuck o~ r:J.c:J. ll:; a f'in..,""Cr ir.to si~ above 
the -whO'.l t tq:,s i\ wOU1d be a hot off . " 

atber wo.o struck by " bt:r:Jt of o , g. bullotG in the choot . (Tr.roe 
vent throue!,l his r..a GC, w~lich I saw o.ftoi-~dG . ) ITc just . 
had tir_.c to gasp, "Se-r,d' for lbjor Saunders - take co::::r:ond ::?.t once . " 

You !ax,;, t! reat. Onco the 8th Catt. cot into the wood too 
Gem:ms clruckod in, aftor a brief but bloody ocuffle, and there 
wore nbout 300 prisoners , Srorcbin;: tho whootf'iclcl3 for the 
Cth 3att, dosd end woumed, Potlrc ",1tll.l.arul and othm'O ""'-"' upoo 
Fo.t!ler1s bo:jy about m.n-u;;et . Ao e wrote 1tie oa:o yo::rs ].;lter. 
"The arunds 1:£t tle b,3d died m-.--ay. orrl we could hear t1:io l.nrko 
oin{:inc 1n the ol<y. " 

Tlle =t cacuru.tieo :L~ t.'1 Datt. far Au,."UGI. 8 and \ 9 ( 00'.lrly 
all on Au:. 9) Yore 8 officers and 59 other ranlro killed ; 7 
officers m¥l 3C9 other r.mks wo.mdo<l ; 52 m1£;3~. 7ho cl.ssin;: 
verc mostly stragglcro w:10 turned up a.t '"arvill.ors lnter on. 

As you have Ob!)CrvcJ . F3ther lU!.S very proud of "r:ry rcziment;'! 
If he was sharp on dloc1plinc i l~ of'.ficero o.nd ocn, he uns 
also s!ia!"l) with Or ado 1n all mttcro portainil'.13 to their 
we1£o.re - h"3!'1CC! t!'.lO nickn:l....~ "Uccl.c Too" by whic."1 mony lmeu 
hio :In ll."ld outsido ot: tlle ro.;'..cont , 

s1nccrc:cy, 
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