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FOREWORD 

This study of sunnyville, Lincolnville and Upper 
Big Tracadie, Guysborough County, was undertaken by the 
Institute of Public Affairs, Dalhousie University, at 
the request of the Nova Scotia Department of Public Wel-
fare and with the support of ARDA under arrangements 
formalized in July 1964. 

In view of the recognized depressed condition of 
the Negro population of these communities, a socio-
economic study was then projected for the purpose of 
answering three questions, which may be stated as follows, 

(1) What are the alternative possibilities of 
bringing about imporved incomes and social 
conditions, either in the present communities 
or through re-settlement? 

(2) What kind of community action program is 
needed to enable the people to take advantage 
of the most favourable alternative possibility 
or possibilities, and how can such a program 
be organized and conducted? 

(3) Is the appointment of a community -worker 
justified? 

An interim report of October 1964 conveyed to the 
Department a preliminary assessment concerning alternatives 
and program, and recommended the appointment of a community 
worker. 

As research reamlts became available from the field 
-work in August-September 1964, continuous consultation and 
a flow of information to the Director of the new Social 
Developnent Division, Department of Welfare have been main-
tained. Since the end of March 1965, historical, economic 
and sociological materials, have been presented in draft 
form as they became available. In June, the draft overview 
or "synoptic perspective" was discussed with the Director of 
the Division and the newly appointed community -worker over a 
t-wo-day period, and in mid-August it was rendered in final 
form (subject to slight editing). 
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We are now pleased to present the completed Report 
to the Nova Scotia Department of Public Welfare and ARDA. 

In general, we find the situation to correspond 
with t his recent description of poverty by J~K. Galbraith , 
the well-known economist and author: 

"The problem of poverty is the prol::Jem of 
people who for reasons of location, education , 
health, environment in youth or rnentaJ. deficiency 
or race are not able to participate effectively --
or at all -- in the economic life of the nation. 
Being barred from partici pation they re denied 
the income that accrues to participants ... Being 
unable to participate they receive nothing. They 
will continue to receive nothing no matter how 
f ast the economy expands ..•. " 

Furthermore , we find in retrospect that our recom-
mendations are in keeping with Galbraith's views nhcmt 
effective remedies: 

"There must be no doubt that the means of 
rescuing the victims of chlD'onic poverty or their 
children - investment to conserve and develop 
resources, assistance in relocation of workers, 
assistance t o new industries, vastly improved 
education, training and re-training, medical and 
mental care, youth employment , counselling, urban 
recreational facilities , housing, slum ababement, 
and the assurance of full civic equality - will 
require public effort and public funds. Poverty 
can be made to disappear. It won't be accompl ished 
simply by stepping up the growth rate any more 
than it will be accomplished by incantation or 
ritualistic washing of the feefl. . Growth is only 
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for those who can take advantage of it". 

Professors Donald Clairmont and William Benallick, 
of the Departments of Sociology of Saint Mary's and 
Dalhousie University, respectively, were engaged as 
study directors on behalf of the Institute of Public 
Affairs . Four students were employed as "participant-
obervers" !66r seven weeks, two being spenh in training 
and five in the communities, during July-September 1964. 
The death by accident of Professor Benallick just a s he 
was about to go with the students into the area struck 
a severe blow at the plan for the project. Professor 
Clainnont agreed to carry forward with SJ>!9cial help 
from K. S. Wood, Economic Research Associate , and the 
Director of the Institute of Public Affairs. Consul-
tation was available from Professor A.M. Sinclair, 
Department of Economics, and from C.R. Brookbank, Head, 
Industrial Relations Section and Donald F. Maclean, 
Head, Conference and Course Section , Institute of Public 
Affairs, Dalhousie University . Professor George A. 
Rawlyk, Department of History, Dalhousie University, 
undertook to prepare a historical reference paper. Later, 
Professors June Smith and M.A. Malpass, of Mount Allison 
University, weee commissioned to conduct certain tests 
of "social distance 11 at the high school of Guysborough 
and two other Nova Scotia centres. In addition, information 
has been sought from numerous persons, both private and 
official, having special knowlPgge. No effort and no 
expense, even beyond the limit of the fund allotted, has 
been spared to make the Report as comprehensive and 
valuable as possible for hwnanitarian reasons and in 
the public interest. 

The highest praise is due to Professor Clainnont 
for carrying the study forward to completion after the 
tragic difficulties of 1964. In effect , he, Mr. Wood 
and the Director of the Institute, formed a study team 
responsible for the general recommendations. ltlhile 
Mr. Wood contributed the economic chapter and Professor 
Rawlyk the historical chapter, total credit for author-
ship of the sociolmgical sections and full credit for 
general leadership in the· project belong to Donald Clairmont. 
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The Institute of ublic Affairs wishes to 
thank all those who contributed in any way to this 
report. It is our hope that the gener al co-opez:-at ion 
and welcome of the people of Upper Bi g Tracadie , 
Lincol nville and sunnyville to the staf f group will 
be deemed worthwhile now and in the future in the 
outcome . Although unexpected difficulties caused 
much anxi et y t o all i nvolved , we have val ued the 
relations with t he interested members of the Department 
of ublic I lfar e . 

Guy Henson 
Director 
I nstitute of Public fairs 
Dalhousie Un i vers i ty 
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Chapter I 

SYNOPTIC PERSPECTIVE: 
SlJ!'.1M..l\RY AND ESSENTIAL FINDINGS 

I. summary 

This summary is based upon facts derived from the 
resear ch and upon considerations set forth (a) in the 
synoptic perspective immediately fo llowing and (b) in 
extensive materials communicated in r ecent months (verbally 
and in writing) to officials of the Department of 
Welfare. 

Present Situation 

After generations of economic, educational and other 
social deprivation, the people of the three communities live 
under conditions intolerable in modern Canadian society 
and deeply unsatisfactory to the people themselves: (1) Per 
capita income of about $325 (alx>ut $175 per capita earned 
income, supplemented by about $150 in government transfer 
or assistance payments); (2) low-paid unskilled , casual 
and intermittent employment is general; (3) labour force 
participation rate of 23%; (4) average education©~ 4.5 
grades, (5) substandard incomes, housing and other inadequate 
social conditions which tend to deter young people f rom 
achievement in regional high school; (6 ) out of a popdation 
of 648 persons, 56% (including welfare-supported children 
from cutside) are under 15 years of ager (7) present 
transfer or assistance payments t otalling approximately 
$105,000. The socio-economic posit ion of the communities 
appears to be deteriorating , not improving , relative to 
national and provincial standards in the post-war period. 

Alternatives 

(1) Peopl e mostly l ack skills, resources, and 
desire (70% are reluctant to migrate) t o move irttio urban 
industrial area s. Private and public reasons for avoidance 
of a policy of acceleratea industrial-urban mobility 
include the prospective addition of many persons to the 
hard core of urban unemployed, large f amily size, and 
family and social disruption. 
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(2) Communi ties are situated i n a depressed rural 
area which offers few and limited opportunities (other 
t han i n forestry) in primary , secondary, or service 
industrt"its . 

(3) A modern program of improvement and utilizat i on 
of the largely crown-owned f orest resources located nea r 
the communities offers t he most apparent source of economic 
support for a substantial part of the present popul ation. 
A higher standard of living which would result from the 
availability of jobs and higher i ncome offers the prospect 
of impr oved educational and social condi tions leading t o 
wider range of choice and mobility for young people in t he 
future. Male workers draw 60¾ of their present employment 
and income from forestry , and most of them have forestry 
sk ills and aptitudes o 

(4) Past experi ence and the facts of the s ituation 
indicate that self-help, even when supplemented by private 
help and intermittent , unco-or d i nated piecemeal public 
programs , are inadequat e . . massive publ ic program, maximizi ng 
s el f-~elp and participation by the people , and using pri vate 
assistance , is essential to basic socio-economic improvement. 
Such a program is justif:ed , on econmmic as well as human-
itarian grounds , in view of the costs of t he pr esent s i tuation 
and of the present alternative prospects . The present s ituation 
is likel y to lead to a compounding of disparities and social 
problems , incl uding problems in white- egro relations . 

Recommendations 

(1 ) That the core of the community developnent 
program must be economic , leading to higher incomes , per-
mitting better housing and social conditions , and enabl ing 
young peopl e to profit f rom education and to have skills, 
mobility , and range of choice . 

(2) That a modern forest i mprovement and utilization 
program be developed immediately , by combined public and 
private effort , for the ad jacent areas which consi st mainly 
of crown land and are important for 'WOOd supply , watershed 
protection , and industrial water supply; and that this 
forest improvement program be properly balanced and co-
ordinated for the benefit of the ,;general district , inc luding 
the three commu ities, h ich can thereby gain , for at l east 
a part of their residents and for the first time in their 
history , a source of livelihood i n keeping with the standards 
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of the general society. {Please see economics section of 
Report for detailed analysis supporti ng this and the next 
three recommendations . ) 

(3) That, in specific terms (a) under auspices of 
t he Province, steps be taken to determine the separate and 
joint expenditures, upon a coordinated f orest improvement 
program in a suitable area to be selected , which departments 
or other agencies of the rovinces and the interested company 
or companies are justified in making (in view of their 
contractual r esponsibilities and their long-range as well as 
short-range interests) for purely economics -easons in the 
immediate future; and that (b) this coordinated forest improve-
ment program be enlar ged , to the fullest extent warranted by 
the human as well as publ ic costs of the present situation, by 
a social subsidy through A, or other Federal and Provincial 
programs , or both , for the purpose of providing, upon a non-
segregated basis , modern conditions of employment and income 
for the maxi mum number of worker s of the three communities 
and of the general district. 

(4) That this forest improvement and utilization 
program be undertaken immediately and that (while it is 
beyond the terms of reference and competence of the present 
Report to enter into the practical plans and arrangements) 
the new and steady employment of some 25 to 30 men in th 
three communities appears to be a realistic target . (Th~s 
number t o be additional to the present workers , including 
several sub-contractors or other specialists , now employed 
on a more or less steady basis . ) 

(5) That (a) the forest improvement program, offering 
opportunity for t he younger men , and (as outlined iri the text ) 
(b) present and new sources of employment for i ndividual s and 
small groups , and (c) ad hoc proj ects, especi ally for older 
workers , be pursued (through local coordination by the community 
worker and emphasis on trai ning programs) wi th a target of 95 
needed, new, full-time jobs, or some equivalent combination of 
full -time and part-time jobs; and with the objective of doubling 
the per capita income within t he next two or three years, from 
$325 at present to the figure cf about $60 for Guysborough 
County as a whole . 

(6) That some out-migration , such as takes place 
now in a limited way , be encouraged and assisted under r ecent 
public programs and others likely to be adopted . 

(7) That priority be given , with a sense of urgency, 
to (a} housing improvement , with allocation of l and hol dings, 
on a planned basis , and (b) ~o education , with benefit from 
specially trained teacher s , study quarters , u iversity student-
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volunteers and members of the Company of Young Canadians, and 
other means suggested . 

(8 ) That t he community worker (whose appointment was 
recommended in October 1964} be given necessary 'WOrking funds for projects and the back ing , i n a fo rmally coordi nated way, of 
all interested government departments . 

(9) That t he community developnent program be £2!!!-
prehensive, intensive, and sust a i ned for a period of years1 
that maxi mum self- help and participati on by the people is 
basic to its success; t hat f lexible target s be renewed f re-
quent l y ; t hat use be made of the growing body of exper ience 
in Canadian and Uni ted States programs to r emedy condit ions 
aris i ng f r om deprivation; and that t he program be self-termin-
ating i n t he l ong range o 
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II. ssential Findings 

In this brief overview of the results of our research 
concer ing the Guysborough Negroes , we are consciously and 
explicitly seeking a cer tain 11 level 11 , between a simple listing 
of general recommendations on the one hand and on the other a 
detailed 11 cook-book 11 of policy implementation . Further , this 
synopsis is not a summary of the six chapters of the repor t . 
To some degree it stands alon representing an attempt to be 
analytic about a program of change , to weigh various alternatives, 
in t he light of data reported in the main body of the report . 
I t includes: 

1) An examination of the various alternatives to 
s i gnif i cant governmental assistance in the develop-
ment of the project area , the conclusion being. 
tha t · ne of t he alternatives is adequate . 

2) • di scussion of some of the guidelines or presup-
positions for government al assistance . 

3) An examination oft e ~best way to "enter" the 
social system of the roject area , to specify a 
basis on which a comprehensive development plan 
can be built . I n our case we take the economic 
sector as core and wor k out the job potential of 
forestry and other economic activities . 

4) Hav~ng established t he degree of change pos~ible 
in the economy, we ,~rk out its implication: for 
other aspects of social life such as migrat·on, 
family planning and training pr ograms . 

5) We then go to specify the form of the govern-
mental assistance , with reference to the pr oject 
population , suggesting government al subsidizat ion 
oft e private sector and individuals . 

6) Finally~ we treat two especially significant problems , 
housing and educatio~ , showing the connections between 
these and the rest of the program and making specific 
recommendations . 

I . Given the sponsorship of this research project , the very 
first question that must be raised is whether or not there are 
any alternatives to public assistance int e development of the 
pro ject area? l'here are several theoreti cal possi bil i t ies: 
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(a) Wholesale short-run migration - This appears to be 
impossible because: 

1. Many of the household heads (about 70%)are 
reluctant to migrate , even assuming more 11 r eal choice" . 

2. The level of achievement in formal education and 
special sk ills is so low (the average education of 
those out of school is 4 . 5 grades and only one or two 
from t he whole project population have any special 
training) as to put virtually everyone i n the category 
for which there is little economic demand and , hence , 
wholesale migration would just mean transferring the 
problem elsewher~. 

3 . The f acts of large families , existing debts , trans-
portation costs , etc ., render wholesale migration 
prohibitive . 

4. Wholesale migrayion would mean the disruption of 
exi sting bonds among t e project population and , while 
these should not be overstressed, they are important 
given the minimal ability of the majority of the people 
to cope with modern complex society. 

5 . further obstacle to this alternative and one 
which compounds all of the above points is that , on 
the basis of our eco omic analysis , as things now stand 
and in t he immediate f u~ure , there appears to be 
possible onl y very l imited disposal of the population 
into the surroundi ng area . 

(b) Maintenance of existing situation - This is im ssible 
because: 

1. Given our greater sophistication concerning social 
problems , it is intolerable in termo of our value-
system. per capita income of $325 , the toll in 
education , in family and community life - such f acts 
render inaction intolerable and i mpossible. 

2. There are in existence governmental programs which 
if co-ordinated, extended and concretized in terms of 
l ocal conditions , c an be of great utility - i.e., 
Company of Young Canadians, ~, transportation f or 
unemployed in distressed areas, etc . 

3 . The existing costs of maintenace are very greatr 
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even excluding more h idden costs such as the loss 
of income , etc ., t here is at present public subsidization 
of unempl oyment and poverty. ublic transfer payments 
to the three communities amount ed to a:iout $105 , 000 . 00 
last year and accounted for half the~per capita income . 

4. Maintenance of the existing situation will in effect 
l ead to even greater disparities - the comparative position 
of the project population in per capita income , amount 
of formal education received and so on has worsened s ince 
the end of World War II . There has been also a tremendous 
increase in illegitimacy and average family size has 
increased . Inattention , then could very well have the 
same effect in the future - more social problems , more 
costs 1c soc i ety . 

5. Fi ally , maintenance of the existing situation will 
mean , under present conditions , that the project pop-
ulation will be an even greater 11 drag 11 on t he economy 
of this generally depressed area and will intensify e-
l ated di ff i culties i n the social relations of whites at'i 
Negroes . 

(c) Ability of people under conditions of minimal publ ic 
assistance to change their situation: 

1. Li ke most people with low socio-economic status 
in our society, these people have great difficulty in 
coping with modeen life and as a result there are 
severe limitations to self - help. It was reported i n 
several of the chapters - education, migration , etc. -
that in most cases the people s impl y do not have a 
clear idea of the nature of t heir problems. 

2. In those cases where they do have some understanding 
- all realize employment is essential and most were 
constantly telling our participant-observers of employ-
ment-creating possibilities - they do not have the means 
t o do much about it, (i . e ., forestry especially). 

3~ There have been cases where individuals and groups 
in the project area have tried to improve t heir sit uation 
but , unassisted, have been generally unsuccessful. 

4 . In viewing s elf-hel p possibilities, it is crucial 
that historical factors and cultural tradition be seen, 
at least somewhat , as moulders of present attitudes , 
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values or, in general , cultural environment . The range 
of plasticity among adults and adolescents is considerabl y 
restricted and among Guysborough Negroes restricted in 
a cultural way not conducive to middle-class realizations 
of self -help . 

(d) Likelihood of mobilization of 11 privat e 11 assistance 
under conditions of minimal public assistance: 

The lik elihood is very small . There has :been no real 
co-operation between whites and Negroes concerning credit 
unions , church and educational faci lities , except on 
a random basis. Nor has any initiative been taken by 
business interests in the area to improve conditions 
among the Guysborough Negroes . This is readily apparent 
from our h istorical analysis - both the history chapter 
per se and t he historical patterns in education and 
collect ive action . There has been the occasional non-
government sponsored project - especially Father thony 's 
group in Lincolnville - but these have been few and very 
restricted by funds and skills . Some mobilization of 
this private sector could be done , but t he initiative 
and direction would clearly have to come from governmental 
sources . Si gni f icant governmental involvement appears to 
be a prerequisite. 

I I . I t appears , then , that the alternatives to public assistance 
in the developnent of the area are inadequate . Given t hat 
pul:lic assistance is necessary , before commenting on its 
scope and concretization , it is i mportant to a sk whethe:-
there are any guidelines or presuppositions that can be 
laid down . It appears to us that there are at l east five 
such presuppositions of any governmental program for the 
area: 

(1) The tenor of any public program should be against 
segregation , ot only in itself but , also , operating to 
lessen t e already existing kinds of segregation such as 
exists in local elementary schools . y program aspect 
promoting or stabilizing segregation should be thoroughly 
and cautiously studied· and have justification only as being 
shon - run and ad hoc . The reason s behind t his are many and 
well-known . 11 acial 11 criteria are inappropriate in this 
modern age , the consequences of segraj,ation are p:>or 
facilities for the mi nority (see especially the education 
chapter where the material apparatus of Negro schools is 
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described in etail) and the engend-ring o stereotypes , 
the public cost tend to e greater, a-operation 
rendered ore ifficult between the groups , and so on o 
iany of t hes factors exist now in the arm and it see .. s 
fair t att ibut e some ausal significance her e t o the 
his orical pat t erns of segreaation . PU lie program , 
so o i nte woul learly b in . eepi.g with the expre sed 
esires of t he Negro population, though some vn1ite 

rel ta ce can be anticipat do 

2 o The process of aclieving the general objectiv 
"s ekin ways and m ans of enabling people of the thr e 
communities to \ ve into them i n stream of the twentieth 
entury life with its c aracteristi proble s as rell 

as advantages an"' to move out of the poverty ri den 
isolate ulture they have existed i since pione .... r ays 11 

a go 1 wh'ch, of course , reflc ts th choice of the 
research t eam ut ?hich, als , is in line with the orien-
tation an as"' ira ns o m wt co .unity embers who ::ore 
very dissatisfied with their pre ent life-style , appears 
to us to necessitate bold o c r d effort@ In other 
words , the level of commitment has to be high. 

It appears fair t o s ay that mo t c ange-or:ialted gov n-
me tal activit in the proje t . ea has b en of a piece-
m al sort ad , even within restricted spheres , on too 
s all a scale . Cons uently , moth ve be n failur s . 
O e consequence of this is the feed ack on the attitudes 
of commu ity me rs to further c ange programs o It 
appears that their t tal effect has en dysfunctional 
si. c su h rej ects perfo m so i( lization functions , 
et ople sensitize to thei r comparatively poor con itions , 

but eave th m unsatisfied an ore de anding with regar 
to l ater attempts . Thus they have the effe t of - celerat ng 
n ativ feelin s towar s c ange progr ms ene rally . Such 
atter ns war foun i n all three c 1. unities in t e course 

of our fi ld-work investigations . ..bol " rogram appears 
to be of critical importan if the eople of the project 
area are going ·o be motiv to change . 

A "cone rt d .. prog am is n ces sary, g v nth natu e of 
the pro lem an the inter-r latedness of .:,O ial f cts . 
Of course , it i s imp ssi le to co veryt ing at one , 
but it snot impossible to e co stantly r lating things 
to one another . Later in this synopsis , we will suggest 
in a concrete way how ertain l imited ulti aceted approaches 
an be carried out, or ,. rat r , rnu t be carried out i f 

there is to be effective change o 
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3. The program of public assistance should seek to maximize the participation of the project population. This means confrontation with th~ people, taking pains to get across reasons, etc. (It may be tl'at they will not be able to understand everything,. but that remains to be oeen) . A synoptic picture should also be discussed with them as well as more sp~ific aspects of the program. Similarly, on an action level, participation of the project population should be sought , for example, in the housing projects . Behind such a presupposition lies the general e:cperience of change programs, namely, all things being equal, the greater the involvement of the people themselves , the greater the effectiveness of the change program. Other relevant reaaons for seeking higher participation include breaking the well-established hand-out pattern in the Negro-government relations as well as crossing the ethnic or racial barrier . The existing Negro orientation towards government , or agencies of the broader society generally, appears to be that these are "out there" beyond Negro control and that they are un-predictable. Such an orientation appears to mean for the population a strategy of short-run, ad hoc manipulation, a strategy that seems inappropriate to effective , planned, l ong-run change. It appears to us that a high rate of participation can result in the needed orientation change. Finally, given the definition of government widely held in our society, seeking the participation of the population is a moral necessityo 

4 . Any program of change should be oriented to the regional area and not to the egro "communities" per se . Thus , nothing should be done without full awareness of the area ·non-project population and it should be done without hurting their interests . Special Negro concern can be justified in a limited sense, given previous lack of attention and discrimination and given the fact that change among this population might constitute a model for developments else-where. But in this depressed area there is little point in driving others further into debt especially as some have extended credit to members of the project population in the past and so forth. clearly difficult case in point is that the egro residents strongly desire stores in their communities but were such to be government initiated and subsidized , it would mean a severe blow to the retail business of others in the area . Behind such a presupposition lies the research team's view that the 11 community 11 should not be seen as the unit for change . Only in the sense of spatial aggregates can we talk of Negro communities. The project population, for services and employment, is related 
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to the wider area and only this wider area or region 
possesses the social characteristics of a unit that can , 
fo r purposes of an intensive program of change , be 
marked off as a relatively closed syst em. Such a pro-
cedure is al so in line with t he goal of integration as 
well as t he frame of reference of government programs 
(i. e . , vocational training has an area referent) . 

5 . . y program of change has to be premised on the viability 
of the area for some in the long run . The development of 
skills and so forth to avoid a mere transference of the 
problem necessitat es t i me . There do appear to be prospects 
in the area as is indicated in recent developments such as 
t he new pulp mills at ort Hastings and Abercrombie, the 
modern new f.ish plant at Canso , and , in the more immediate 
environs , local A group developments - blueberries and 
peat moss , train i ng in select skills by local Honastery 
people , etc . The c r eo i al question concerns the primary 
source of viability and the optimum population size . 

III . Public assistance, then , appears imperative and certain 
guidelines can be laid down for its operation . It needs to 
be connected , however , to some basic core , in order that 

{a) 

the size and form of the program can be specified . The core 
obviously has to be economic . In discussing this, several 
distinctions have to be drawn - short-run and long-run , 
the resource base of the area , the young and old popul ati on . 

(1) In assessing the economic opportunities that are 
available , it has been concluded that forestry is the 
best sector and offers important immediate opportunities 
for jobs i n the area . The main potential in this 
sector lies in t he f act t hat vast amounts of crown-owned 
forest land are located near the communities, and , w'hat 
is as important , they are in need of intensive management 
and i mprovement o In the process of achievi ng t his and 
in the consequent development of 'WOOd resources, a sub-
stantial amount of employment is possible . The area 
includes a watershed and i mportant water supply. I ts 
developnent can not only be related to existing needs but 
is of benef it to the Province (owner of land , stumpage 
revenue , indirect tax benefit f rom higher level of 
economic activity and employment), to t he Federal gov-
ernment (tax benefits and reduced welfare payments) and 
to the Company (water protection , cheaper haulage to 
plants , increased supply necessary to increased pro-
duction necessary in turn fo r plant expansion to realize 
advantages of scale) . It may not be appropriate f or 
the research team to suggest just what expenditures on 
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a forest improvement program in this area should be 
made by each party separately, or jointly, for fully 
economic reasons, but it seems appropriate to suggest 
that a reasonable expenditure for social purposes 
under the proper Federal- rovincial program or programs 
(A"ID , AD , or other) when coupled with expenditures 

which the company and the Province are committed to 
make ana are justified in making for direct economic 
reasons , would make possible an immediate forest 
improvement program for the area . planned continuous 
program of forest improvement, phased in high sustained 
yield from cropping over a period of years , would 
provide direct employment at decent current wages for 
approximately 25-30 men within the target period of the 
next two or three years . The multiplier effect of 
sach a program would not be great but would , nevertheless, 
be important , especially if there are concurrent develop-
ments in other parts of the forestry sector . 

{2) The above plan represents an entirely new source of 
input for the economy of the area and the project pop-
ulation . At the present time 60¾ of the employment 
of the project population occurs in this sector and 
it accounts for aoout the same percentage of the total 
earned income. The main activity is that of individual 
cutting and selling of pulp , primarily 11 export 11 to 
Mulgrave dealers . Christmas tree cutting and cultivation 
at the present is only of very marginal importance . 
If the full potential of the crown land improvement 
program is to be realized and if the area is to support 
a modest population , concurrent developnents in these 
two activities must occur . This means more tm.ining 
and more land being made available to the population . 
Only in Upper Big Tracadie , the smallest of the project 
communities , do most residents possess wood-lots and 
even there , the wood-lots are in sorry condition and 

.largely unproductive . 

(3) Prospects of gaining livelihood from other sectors -
the other primary industries , processing :and manufacturing, 
service occupations , etc . - are limited , suppl emental and :!.i 
in t hat way important , but essentially marginal . A few 
more jobs appear possible in pottery, the service 
occupations and for the odd tradesman . The core of 
the program as regards the economy must clearly tnen be 
the forestry sector . Target dates should be set for t he 
develop:nent of the above and 1 if they appear unlikely 
of realization, corresp>rlmmgg adjustments will simply 
have to be made in other aspects of the program. 
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(b} (1) None of the suggeste economi improve1ents 
ither in forestry or the supplemental activities 

.... an be realize v.ri.t out more training of the project 
area pulationQ As far as training is oncerned 
it shoul be noted that , ait the present , t,,."0-thir s 
of the ale workers in the proje t con unities are 
ac~u to od to forest-relat d occupations - so there 
is a bas for evelopment . In th supple ~ntal 
set rs ittle experience ca be sswned . 

(2) The training programs shoul b direct d pri rily 
to the young who are willing tor main in t he ar a , and 
in the evelop, ent of their vocat'onal s ·11s, it 
woul be ceful to study t e erican experien e in 
their plan fr vocational 'baining of similarly 
qu lifi d youths in similarly un.deV'i:.';lope areas . Obviously 
the rit ria of admission have to be generously int r-
pret d ev n for the young . The concentration of the 
vo ational training sboul be in the area of forestry 
( aga n , this un rlines the i portance of target dates 
to asse.:1s t e possi bilities of the suggested forestry 
planss} Vocational training fr ot er sectors , besides 
enabl'ng some to move i to low- e nd employment , could , 
un er the su ervision of placement officials , - a role , 
by the way , which promises to be of considerable im-
portance - . endow them with a skill whic 1 might permit 
migration to other lo ations where opportunities at 
present do xist . Given the educational achievement 
and attitudes of the potential train es not much in 
this regard should be exJ cted in the short-run . For 
reasons of motivation and for efficiency and reduced 
costs in other aspects of the change program, it might 
be useful to gear this "other " vocational training into 
the are of housing, motor mechanics and road-construction . 

(3) Training prograiis in relation to forestry have to fit 
with existing demands,. The d mand for ot her semi- skilled 
workers is also limited . Thes two factors plus existing 
qualifications and the c nging nature of valued skills 
(i . , . , s e the Port Hawkesbury plant) man that there 
has to b a tremen ous concentration on motiva ing the 
young to for.al education . ~ven ade ate vocational 
training demands a be~ter background than there is at 
p e~ nt or appears likely to develop in the next five 
jears . r-ost youths in the project con ,unities do not 

ven reach high school . 

(4) It does not appear that for the older resi ents or e 
than sL h2£ progra scan be realistically suggeste . The 
kind of training suggested for new forestry developments 
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IV,. 

ay not be within reach f this group~ This is "'ome-
hing tl t , al , should be loo ed ... ntoe Programs 

most attun to his ge-group could the extension 
of xistin· forestry • rk ting - n edi g mor land 

1 come super,,i ion - r dsi a ~ improv ment , 
C1 1 tmas tee ultivation, d so forth. Here is 

. re , if any pl c , a mores cific lly Negro 
orientation nught operat . The programs for the 
younger age grou ssh uld definitely bs organized 
a ai ts gr gation1 that is , participation of white 
ouths s uld o t rely tolerate ut trongly 

cour . ed , so thL g ite in kE.eping ,-,ith gov rn-
tnent policy ., w a fin 1 note, it can b ntioned 
that ew forestry trai ing progra ve been 
i itiated ov-r t y ars tall have been quite 
uxsucce.;, ful rtly because th~ commitme twas to 
low, rtly caus .. wi -hout goo lots y id not 
rnot1vat the ople, and par ly because they were 
piec m al ... • ngle ;isolated attacks on complex 
robl n. It c nnot he inf rred from hese th t 

such trainin is usel~su o attempt . 

Havin establis1e core on which a development 
program can gr fted or rooted , w, can not be ore 

ci ic a.bO t t sc e d form of such a plan. In 
d • scussing the sco O we ar f 01.~ced y our data to 
pretty much limit our elves to the proj ct population~ 
The total pulation of the proj ect i s 648 , of whom 
56¼ a ~nder fifte ye rs of age . The abour par-
tici ation rate for this unit is 23%. concerning the 
scope of the program, it is important initially to use 
some good measure of growth, some target , firstly f 
course , of economic i provement . _.,9 ~ this we have 
used par capita disposabl inco a level , 1hich i $325 
or the project cOi.Tul\W ities , $600 for Guysborou h 

county and $1 , 130 for Uov otia ( 1961 fig res for 
he 1 tt r wo u its} . The nwnl:>er and J ind of jobs 

nee ssary to raise the inco.e in the project co -
.run · is t that o~ the ~·va Scotian avera~e , giv~n 
exi ting population structure , does not a.· ar to be 
ach • eva le i the near future . ;-..., , ore real • stic goal 
is to rai e the r capita level of income in the 
project 01. 1unities to that of the Guysborough County 
level . ithout going into any details here , r alL .. ation 
oft is 1 can · said to ecessitat ither 95 n w 
full - time jo s or som combinati n of ful l - time job"" 
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v. 

1 . · n\'.'.., Fo a v riety of r aaons , 
v full-time jo s r th r than more 1 -tire gaged i y 

Give e target om and the te of jo n i 1 io ed bo ( n further outli in the ch pt r on conomy) it i cle r that the xisting nd immediate f ture popul tion is xc sive .. 
Thi eans I ral thinrs - irstly, t, migr tion of so e must cer inly enc ag . Th re is high rat of 1gration ruong young 0 ingle n nd ;rom n and this can acc-ler ted y upport fr m t e eral mi ration "' r gram nd by a more yst of pl c m nt nd coFtU. n • cation of r 1 va11t fo u ion . T re is v ry 1 ttle familia..1 out-, igration and ittl• o be hops_..'ll>(l fr u d r ex stin~ on i ions. er ps some ft e f, families willing t migrate could be ncourage to o so under the rogram suggest d a condly, gavern,ent official~ should look again at th- isdom f art· ·i • lly stim-ulatin, po ul tion gro, h y pl cing "welfar chil r-n' in the proj ct co . uniti . At the pr s nt t'm uch rsons a count for almost 10¼ of the project .PO.r:Ulation. Th re r any hi den costs s.oci ted, t r arin,;r thes c ildr n , c sts of w ic ou e d had are 

'"""'.._.n,_l ves unawar . t e m incongruous t t depressed ulation such a hiss ould perform welfare roe for the ildren of oth r r as. irdly, e for m of family 1 nning should esta lish d or er th t th_ trend of rg amili , and w at thy irn ly, c n c ang d . Many c. t:ie .ousehold h ds th ··hree ccrrt.r:luniti a r nsitive to the conomic and oth.r cost of lar e famili but they lack.· formation , on y fr birth ontrol faciliti s , and th cultur 1 patterns conduciv t f mily lanninge I t i i J,X>rt t that pl n to deal Tith th a factors can niti ted in he hort-run. In the long-run incre •e duQ:t.ion helps mobility an timula conomic growth t , at th oment , it is unrea istic to count much on such ev 1 
.. ct turn to the for program initi t d and su sidiz d by pu s. 

(1) It is import nt in the long-run to i egr te hites and groes , d i11 port nt in the hort-run to pla.."'l _or thi 1 to voi hostility 11 ot nt· l bloc -
tt the present ·i e , howcve , ther pe rs to be littl lil, lihood of direct cooperation. revious ttem t along these lin s hav filed n the ttitu e of whits 
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(2) 

(3} 

{4) 

VI. 

towar s Negroes and vice-versa are .ot conducive to s o t-run economic and oth~r co-operation . The seeds for r al co..q,eration should be sown in the ~ra ining pr grams , school arrangements , ad h2£ proj cts such as roadside improvement , and lo al variants of she es such as the ncompany of Young canadians 11 • 

It appears th.at workers 1 co-operatives soul be ruled out as a way of atta king existing proble.s. In addition to tl1e well- known probl ms associated with wor e=s 1 co-operatives , recorded in the literature, our investigations point to leadership iffict!lties , and la .k of a Gtrong community consciousness ( low mutual assi stance, lack of comm nity initiative on sue atters as stores , pulp cutting, etc . ) in all of tl'1e project communities ~ One consequence is that in obtaining woo lots for the population, the allo ation should be in ter s of individual households . · r keting and even consu er co- operatives woul run into difficulties and , if such are to exist , they would at least i· th-:;; ohort-run have to be well-planned and guided y outside agencies . No doubt t e ssistance of theSt . rancis Xavier Extension Department could be obtained n the wor king out of any such plan . 

Te est way in which such a development should occur is i the public subsidization of the private sector .. This would ii vol ve worlcing out arrangements with the usiness interests in the area such as the Nova Scotia Pulp Co . , assisting lo al t ·r epreneurs su h as truckers and sub-contract rs , individual subsidies for wood- lots and housing improvements ( or new homes) . 
Certain matters such as water , s werag , etc . necessi-tate a more co- ordinated effort . Insofar as i t is possible, s c proje ts should be carried out n a regional basis and shoul be closely connected to the traini ng programs reposed earlier . Our sugg stion is that these be carried out on a highly business basis - t he workers being drawn from the region t s youth and unemployed , obtainin training as well as cash payment . This , by the way, has been the approach oft e Fede al gov rnment in tle retie . 
There are two a reas that the research ... earn believes should given especial consideration, namely, housing and ducation . 
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(a) Th qu lity of housing existent in the project cont u ities is very p or .. Most hou.:>es are ill-furnished , of unsound structure and it overcrow ed . Nevertheless , such housing forms the setting from which the people look out into the worl . The research team believes som thing bold , imaginative and concrete is necessary to get a program of change erway, to crystallize ad 1uate motivation and over-come the resistan e engender d by tie feebl attempts of the past . . housing program ap ars to "fill the bill 11 • Low-co··st housing might be developed by obtaining, on a voluntary basis , p lans fro local ar 1 itects which incorporate a aximum of cost~saving ele e1ts; for xarnple , one might be the use of short , and ther f re nor ally waste , pi ces of~ood . This could. be coupled with grants of land o that adequat woodlots ~ould be availabl for pulp- cutting an Christ s tr e cul-tivation . O th asis o one brief investigations , we have foun both aspects of this plan to be capabl of r alization . our suggestion is th t the project be carrie out on the same asis as for the tasks necessita ing co-or inat d effort, iscussed in the previous su· - section . 

The connection of such a development to family lanning, on-the-job training , gard plots , etc . is o vious . P·tching-up existing housing shoul in ost cases be short-term o ly . The r, ain problem of the su gested housing progr am is that it could further the already existing patterns of s gregation . e believ that the housing development should be as far as possible a regional e velopment .. There are many if· icultie:::; aoso ia 81.J with our sch\:;: e and , nfortunately, we simply do not have all the answers . It would certainly be wis for the a propriate gov rnrent officials to discuss this issue with the architects. 

(b) sis by now obvious , motivating children to achieve more for ,al cation is a critical matter. At the .t resent time it is possible to gauge the severity of the local problem by noting th pervasive .attern of e l e 1entary school dro outs , a thing of the distant past in most· of Canada and the United States . It is simply imposs'ble to achieve the obje tives stated earlier without 9nsiderabl0 effort in effecting changes in this area . Thee is ab sis in community eli fs for such change as , in each community, w found a common consensus as to the vale ana i portance of formal education . What is lacking often are things about which i , ediate improvem- nts can be madeo Th following we beli veto be the more impo tant suggestions for improvement: 
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( ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

~segregation of schools . - If noting can be one 
·rrune iatel y theres ould t least e ore co- operation 

tween white and Negro schools , and , in view of tre 
hi h failure rate and large number 0£ 14 op- outs in 
Guysborough County as whole , a joint attack on 
e ucatio al problems . 

The Ne~ro students who do go . n to the mixe -rac ial 
high sc ools do very poorly . Amo gt ese youths there 
is a feelin of te sion and amdety, associated with 
e ucation , which makes droppi g- out a sou e of relief . 
TL ir probler1s , both in the segregat d lementary school 
a d in the " ix d 0 high school , involve more than just 
formal school criteria . Her , as has been found else-
where , specially train d t ac.ers are required if such 
problems are to be ad uately m t . What s.,:;,p2:..:;:-s 
necessary th n , is a 1obile t oupe of s cial qu lified 

acer ... to deal with the culturally deprived ( both 
~lites and N groesl . 

Si ce some Megro ous ol sh ve no electricity and 
almost all , with school- age children , are overcrowded , 
th re shoul be adt: available evenings an week-end 
study quart rs along with study supervisors . Here is 
wh re a other warrant of the Company of Young ... anadians 
scheme ;:;m be utilized , with the obtaining of volunteer 
supervisors fro n the earby university. 

What is also nee c."sary is better equi , cit in the local 
schools , especially visual ai s , given the :narrow 
ex rience and the bstra~tion ifficulties of the 
upils e 

Travel to outside points , such as the Port Hawkesbury 
mills , to show the hanging ature of labour demands , 
could supplement the changes in school organization . 

any of the ar nts in the project communities believe 
educatton to be i portant and encourage their children 
to be achievers in school . However , on the whole , they 
lack understanding of what it is all about , con eive of 
it in a rel igious fashion a d in fat are ineffective 
in t .eir encoungeient of their children . Hore adult 
education programs ould be of some assistance her e , 
particularly if the stress is on a graphic presentation 
of school problems and so forth , rather than, as they 
often have been , on teaching adults reading and writing . 
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VII . 

Si il rly., in no cornmunity ic there a parents-teachers ommitt e , som0 t ing quite ecessary in view of the strain between these groups found in each community. 
~f ective i.ple entation of the abo1e suggestions emands that ·~here be oncurrent dev lopm;;;.nt in forestry an housing . 

In an interim Report , in October 1964 , to the - -partment of PUblic Welfare , we recomr.1anded that a com-munity w·o ker e ppointe~d to work in the project area . It is cl ar that if a program, somewhat al ng the lines sug0est d here , is to be developed , it will require the collaboration, of various govern.enta e artments . The comrauni ty worker w·ould v an important role to r.,lay in this co-ordinat·ion of efforts , as it is ncretely ·worked o t , i mediating peoples • wishes and needs and govern-ental plans an resou4ces e 

Wh t we have tried to do here is too tline in rough a plan of hange closely connected to the data we possess . Hore specific ~nformation of a descriptive patt rn- finding sort i contain din the text of successive sections of our report , as ampli ried i n personal ommun:tcations with officials of the C'.'ocial Development Division , which have been prese ted in recent months . We view our main responsibility as having been to provide in this way to the partment an infor,ative des criptive study , • rticularly of those social facts most relevant to a program of d vel pent - i . e . , edu ation , pattell'E of community involvement , the economy and so for th . However , we offe.r in a ditio , this outline o_ develop-ment , for two r asons: irstly, given that there is no sue.. tl ing as a purely d ..... scri 1)ti ve study, we taJce this opportunity to be mor e explicit about the values in-luen ing the stu y . e ondly , we elieve an over-all plan, syste atically laid out , should be developed and , cons- que tly, off~r the above as a starting point for governmental thinJ~ing on thie m2.tter . 

- 19 -



Chapter 2 

THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

Aims of the Study 

The purpose of this project is to examine,from a socio-economic 
viewpoint, three Negro communities - Lincolnville, Upper Big Tracadie 
and Sunnyville, all of which are in Guysborough County - which are 
generally acknowledged to be very depressed communities in a depressed 
area. In this study we attempt to describe adequately the degree of 
and kinds of adjustments to the depression to be found there. But, 
more than this, we are trying to establish a useful 11map11 for proposed 
change. This entails both an explanation of behaviour and suggestions 
as to what can be done to improve conditlons. In any such study it 
is vital to make explicit the values which guide the researchers and 
provide standards against which to measure any program of change. In 
this case the researchers think it important that the members of the 
three communities obtain: 

1. higher standards of living 

2. more choice and opportunity in all areas of life 

3. greater participation in the Maritimes and wider 
Canadian society 

A more specific aim of the study has been to evaluate the pro-
posed "community worker" plan suggested by the Department of Public 
Welfare. As specified in a memorandum received from the Department 
on May 20 1 1964, the community worker, if appointed, would reside in 
the area and co-ordinate a well-integrated series of short-tenn and 
long-tenn projects designed to improve the well-being of the people 
concerned. 

Study Design 

The study itself was divided into two phases, the first of which 
was directed towards a .. holistic" picture of the social life in the 
project communities,. while the second consisted of a number of studies 
dealing with specific matters, found to be significant and demanding 
more intensive analysis from the investigations of the first phase. 

• In phase one, we concentrated on three main taskss 

(1) a basic socio-economic description s of each of the three 
communities. By this is meant, (a) a descript i on of each conmunity 
as an on-going social system specifying the regular and recurring 
behaviour engaged in by the population, through an institutional 
approach (i.e., familial, educational, economic, religious and re-
creational)1 (b) a description of the more important (as defined by 
the general study aims) relationships between each community and its 
social environment; (c) a description of the values of the population 
and s~ification of the ~elationship between these values and the 
behavioural patterns observed. 
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(2) a more intensive xploration of ose be av iours and values con-
sider ed mo~t cru c ial for a progr am of ef e tive a 1d directed c ange . 
From a government al po i nt of vi ew , it would appear that the edu c.:tional 
and e conomic reas wou l d be mos t i mport ant . Moreover , s ince government al 
action can be most eff ective on a community l eve l (or hig er) a close 
ex amination of ommunity lad rs i and organizations is necessary . 
Finally, xis t ing ad justments of the eoplE: t o tl eir "sit u,_ tion" are 
i mportant to unders ta nd if a rogram of ch-nge is t o be effe t' ve and , 
therefore , migra t ion pa t t ern s and d her patterns f s2l f •. el p need care-
ful s t udy . 

( 3) A compari~on of these t hree Negro communitieo with other om-
munities . simil r in s ome i mport ant wa ys , is al o ucial since it 
shou l d illuminate t he part i ularitie s or sp .cial characteristics of t he 
proj ec t communit i es . 3pec if ical l y it i s ho ped that such a co.7lparison 
wi ll in irectly sh•d s ome light on the impo tance of the f ac t that the 
r e sid nt s of the c ommuni ties being studi ed a r e members of a min ority 
group in our society . 

Q era t i ~Q2.Jiza t ion of Ph ase One: 

In rder t o obtain data for s ctions (1) and (2} , we pla ced an 
observer i n each of the t hre- Negr o communit i ~s . E -ch observer lived 
wit h a Negro fami y and us ed a 11 non-d irectlve 11 appr oach in obt aining 
information . In soc io l ogical terminology each was a "part icipant-
observor" . The J tudent -observors we r e suppli ·d with a general guide 
cons i st ing of a seri eG of t opi cs and recorded t he pertinent i nformation 
nigh t ly . This general topi c out line was but t ress ed by specific projects 
given f rom time to time in acc ordanc e wi t h the r apport and insight 
gained by t he particular partic i pan t-observer . Each observor had par -
t i cipated in a prev i ous investigation of so ial behaviour and also wa-

iven a t wo-week t r a ining course designed for this s tudy . 

Data for sect ion (3) wa s obtained by mea ns of a questionnaire pre-
viously admini s tere to members of severa l commun ities in neighbouring 
Halifax County . The questionnair e sought dat a on values , po l i tical and 
re ligions involvement, pattern of mutual as sistanc e and interaction ~n 
t he local ommuni t y and alienation i nd icator s . In each of the proj c::::t 
c ommun it ies t he intervi-ws wer e conduc t ed by t e respec tive student-
observors . The s t rategy a opted was t o c ondu ct this LOrmal interviewing 
at the very nd of phase one i n order t o en~ure a .curacy . By t his time 
we believed t he observers should have bui l t up cons iderabl e rapport with 
the peopl e 9 t he r eby encoura g ing a more fr ank re s onse and enabling us 
to avoid t he usu al diff i culties of the 11 white interviewer - egro i nt er-
viewer" s ituation . 

B. I n Phase Two, t wo int nsive investigations of specifi mat t 'rs we re 
underta ken . 

(1) Little atten tion had bee n gi ven earlier to the h istorical d -
ve lo pment of these thre ~ communities . This had been t he cas f or sev-
eral r easons , the mos t impor t ant be ing t he l ac k o a istor ical on-
sc ious ness among t he p opl e wh ic h r end r ud their infor ma tion unre iabl e . 
This l ac k of an historical ~er p ctive was , however , a ser ious weak ~ss 



since it limited our understanding of t he values , myths and interactions 
of th e people . Fur·her, we were very interested in securing adequate 
da ta on previous work and settlement patterns . It should be noted as 
well that historical books and pamphl ets on the three ·communities were 
non-existent . For thes reaso s a competent istorical ana lys is using 
r cords , deeds and similar sources of in formation was considered to be 
vita l . Fort nately , Professor George Ra ,lyk, of th~ Hist ory Departm nt 
at Dalhousi , as ec ialist in C nadian i story, who has a particul ar 
int r st in Nova 3cotia , consent ed to undertake a small hi3torical study 
of t he projec t area . 

( ) In the cours e of t. e investigations of phase one, it became 
apparent t hat the qu s t ion of th economic potential of the h -l d 
the key to proposal s for developm~nt . Hen ce it was considered important 
to ~xamine, more dee ly, patterns of economic life in the project com-
munities , in comparison with those of the region gen~rally . This s t udy 
was conducted by K. Scott Nood, Research Associate of the Institute of 
Public Aff a irs , Dalhousie Univers ity . Data gathered on th pro j ect popu-
lation by surv y and field -work were supplem nt ed by governme nt al an' 
other ma t erial s and then compared with the corresponding avai l able in-
f ormation for t he wid r reg ion . 

L i m it at i O!J.:'L and .. I?i-.f..f i cu 1 t i ..§.§J ___ l:.h 1!§ j:_.Q n e : 

There were t hr e cri tic 1 diff i culties in the carrying out of th~ 
tasks of phase one . They were: 

(a) ti~ loose c one p ual organi zation of t he study 

(b) The dea t h of on of t h. two r esearch direc t ors and the 
consequent methodological diff iculties 

( c ) the unit of com arison 

(a) Th consideration t o study these N gro communities was a difficuit 
one f or the invest iga t ors . The proj ect area had been mD rked-o f for im 
med iate d§vel opment by governm~ nt offici ls and, yet , it was con~idereu 
by them t hat a mer, fundamental understand ing of social l if in the area 
wa s necessary if the dev lopment wer e to b carried out ad equa t ely . Of-
ficials of the Depart me nt of Public ~~l f are approac· ed tne Institute of 
Public • ffairs and the two invest i ga t ors on th i s matter . At this time 
the r esearch directorsv re nga gecl in a s t udy of community invo l vem-nt 
patterns in the ne i ghbouring Halifax County . Our intaiest ere was t he 
re l ationship of the i nvolvem nt characteristics of ousehol d heads with 
c rtain attributes of the communities ou iside th met ropolit an area . It 
became apparent in our d iscus s ions with t he government off icials that 
much of the kind of infor mation t hey sought ~as s i milar t o that whi h w 
we r e obtainin g in ou r Halifax County study . However , whil th conce p-
tua l organization of t his latt 0 r study was :' tight", it was ev ide t that 
t he Guysbor ough study~ i f accepted , wou l d be only of a make-sh i ft sort . 
Aft er much d libenti on we decided , given the urg en cy of t he problem, t o 
undertake the s t udy . 

3ince our Hal i fa x Count y s tu dy was concern ed with househo l d heads ' 
report of and r esponse to socia l life in the community and the surrounding 



area , we did have a solid base from whi ch to move , in con"'idering th _ 
spe c i al ar ,as of interE.st in th pro j ec t popul- tion . .,e attempted to 
so t out wha t kinds of information would be of gr eatest importanc e to 
a governme nt initiated program of change . Mu ch of these latter data 
w re only minima l ly covered in our Hali fa . ~ounty qu2stionna i re . More-
over , th complexity of social life and th e s cantiness of our kn owl ,dge 
mea nt that , to s om degret: , we would have to 11 play-it-by-earu , that is , 
we wou l d heed~ methodology t hat was flexible . For thes e two reasons , 
we decided t o place a s t ud nt i n each local community, who , . und r super-
vision, woul d be a partic ipant-observer . The study , th n, has la r gely 
to be considered as expl oratory . It was in this spirit that we took on 
the inv tigation and operated wit hin tl e three gensra l tasks men t ioned 
above . 

(b) Our plan to have stud nts as participant-observers in the ~reject 
c ommunities had two important limitations . Firstly t we could not obtain 
graduate s tudents but, rather, had to s~ttle for s veral undergraduates 
who were interest· din tl1e wo r k and b d administ ered the questionnaires 
in our Halif ax County stu y . We had hoped to surmount this obstacle of 
not having , ·or t he difficult role of participant-obse vor, persons 
steeped in the social s ci en c s , by a two-week tra ining pe riod and close 
s up8rvision and dir ection in the fi eld . condly, we had to operate 
under severe time limi tations, as , for many reasons, w~ could not count 
on more than a month in t he fiel . It is clear that with these limita-
tions our job Nould be a difficult one . The tas k became immeasurably 
more difficult whent on t h week-end prior to t he launch ing of the 
pro j ect, one of t he two principal investigators was killed in an auto-
mobile accident . This research associat e was to have super vised and 
direc t ed t he s t udent~ in the fie l d whil the other as~ociate, having 
commitments in Halifax, concentrated on the conceptua l organization of 
the roj ct and worked with census and other available ma t erials . 

At tli s point in the h i story oft e project we almost d~cide to 
drop the study . The difficulti es seemed t oo great as now the ill-
equ i pped s t udents would be quite on their own in th communities , sine -
t he remaini ng research director ould only be in the project area on 
the week-ends . However , we dec id d to car ry throug our obligat ions in 
vi~w oft e fa c t that otherwise a mu ch-needed dev lopm nt program mig.t 
be delayed . One adjustm nt made was t, e obtain i g of t he s rvic s of 
Prof essors awlyk and Wooa to conduct the suppl ementary inve gtigations 
outl i ned earlier . Obv iously, t h st dy is 1 for tl 8 death of 
Prof essor Benal lic k, l ss in terms o r i c da ta and · l ess in terms o in-
sight ed interpretation . 

(c) It is :mpo sible to understand t e soc i 1 f acts of t he Guysborough 
N_gro lif without omparing th~ wi t h the soc ial facts of ot er unit . 
The best omparis on would be wi t other small communities in Guys borough 
County where the residents are m stly Whi t e . This would enable us to 
hold mot communit y chara teristi cs , such as size , distance from a 
m ropolitan center , etc . constant wh il - ' am i ning the roe of ra ce or 

t nicity . Obviousl y, time and other limitations . made such a procedure 
impossible . Howe ver . because much i nformat ion on t he G y~borough N~groes 
was ob~ained t hrough t e ques t ionna·re previously administered to small 
communiti~s in non-metropolit an Halifa County , we did have ome basis 
for comp·ri on . ~uch a comparison while , f or t e most part , adequate 
was furt he r improved by se l ec t ing fr om among t e many small communities 
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in Halifax o ·nty for vi h w~ lad da ta , r w i hare expecially 
simi l ar t o "he tr~ Negro communities . Th set ree ~hite communiti s 
are referred o, t hroughou~ t h· te t of t his r~port, a "the selected 
commun i i s 11 • 

Limitation and Diff iculties: Pase Tw_Q 

T e i0to ic~l and economic studi s were limited both in the t ime 
avail able or their being conducted and y th ino.nci l r~sour ,es 
avai l a l e . Te hiJ t or ical inves ~igation, given the non-exi~tence of 
in f or m.tive books and pamphle t s , had o be based on car ful st dy of 
rimary sourc~s such as the Public Archives of Nova Sco+ia . Thee anomic 

study had the speci 1 robl mo small s t atistic al unit s t o dea l with . 
Two oth sup l ement ary invEstigations had b ~n lanned or ~hase two , 
bu t neither - a housing study and an e , i n.:; ion of exis ting training 
programs - could be carrie out 'u to a s carci t y of pers onnel and 
finances . 

OrganizatioQ_o_f __ p~o_r_t_, 

The main body of t his r~port is organized in terms of t1e be-
havioural areas consid0r -d mos t crucial for a progr ·m of directed chanje . 
It is, th · n, withi the framrwork of the economy, edu cation , individual 
r sponses (i.e ., migration) and coll ective responses ( i. e ., mutual as-
sistance , community organiz~ati n) t a t w exan ine the Guysborough Negro 
communiti es . These s~ ctions are prefaced by a brief histor y o th • 
se ttl ements and followed by a specia l synoptic perspective on a program 
of deve lopm ~nt for the area . 



Chapter 3 

HISTORICAL: THE GUYSBOROUGH NEGROES 
STUDY IN ISO TION 

Relatively little has been written about the historical develop-
ment of the various egro communities in Nova cotia. However, since 
1948 two historians, Dr. C. B. Fergusson of th! ova Scotia Archives , 
and Professor Robin Winks of Yale University, have written percep-
tively about the Nova Scotia Negro. Unfortunately , Fergusson ' s mono-
graph is largely restricted to the period from 1812 t o 1848, while 
Winks ' recent study is a general survey of Negro history for the 
entire tlantic region. Consequently , there are still many glaring 
gaps in Negro history in Nova Scotia and one of the most glaring of 
these concerns the Guysborough Negroes. 

The Guysborough Negroes , like most Nova Scotian Negroes , l i ve in 
a historical vacuum. acking a written historical tradition, and 
being ashamed of their f rican and slavery origins , they have become 
a rootless people with little awareness of th ir historical past. Most 
of the historical data about these Negroes has been carefull y filtered 
through the minds of white observers . As a result , any historical 
study of the Guysborough Negroes is likely to be distorted. 

For those "loyalist Blacks" who settled in Nova Scotia after the 
American Revolutionary War, leaving their former homes in the South 
was a traumatic experience. I n the harsh wilderness of ova Scotia 
they were abruptly confronted by a series of hazardous and even harrow-
ing experiences. 

I t was to be expected that the problems posed by their migration 
to a strange land and climate, and often by their sudden emard.pation, 
would be almost impossible for them to solve adequately. The extreme 
difficulties in establishing themselves in Nova Scotia\e.s only the 
first and most immediate of such problems. In t he ensuing years the 
Negoes throughout Nova Scotia were to be plagued by the combined 
aavages of crop failure, poverty, starvation, i gnorance and white 
prejudice. For the Negroes, the migration10 Nova Scotia was to re-
sult in a grim adventure in an alien world. 

It can be effectively argued that there were several underlying 
factors which greatly influenced the manner in which t he Negro commun-
ities in Nova Scotia developed during the years following the end of tta 
Revolutionary War. One of the most significant underlying factors was 
the poor quality of most of the land granted to the Negroes and the in-
adequate size of these grants.2 It was virtually impossible for any man 
to eke out an existence on from ten to forty acres of perhaps the worst 
land in Nova Scotia. In addition, the Negroes were ignorant of the 
methods that were necessary to be used onfrontier fanns in a northern 
climate. But there was another factor - a factor of profound importance -
a certain lack of &mdustry and initiative on the part of the Negroes 
themselves. This characteristic was usually attributed to their previous 
state of slavery together with their being accustomed "to a more sultry 

1. 

2. 

c.B. Fergusson, A Documentary study of The Establishment of the Nearoe2 
for Nova Scotia (Halifax, 1948}1 Professor Winks' article will be 
puBlished shortly in the Canadian Historical Association Report,1964. 

J.M. Beck, Jo~eph Howe 11-v.:.o_i,g~_o.f_ Nova sdotia" Toronto,1964) ,115-116. 
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climate". Bi s hop Charles Inglis of No va Scotia, often a most sympa-thetic observer , maintained in a l et t er written to the Archbis ho p of Canterbury in 1 786 that "In general [the Neg r oes] are very indolent and i mprovi dent ( th~ natu r al conse quence of thei r forme r state and sudden emancipation) . 11 3 I ngli s , h owever , d i d not f ee l t ha t this state of affai rs would n eve r i mprove . He dec l ared t ha t "Latte r l y t hey [thii Negroe~ se em to ma nag e be t ter ... I t is probabl y that the descendants of these Blacks who a r e now fr ee wi l l i n gene r al be as indu s trious and useful as whit e peo ple of t he sai11 e rank . 11 4 There i s s t rong evidence to suggest, therefore , th at t he vas t ma j ority of Negroes in Nova S~otia were unprepared ps ychological l y, as wel l as pra ct i cally, f or life in their new homeland . 

In Guys borough Coun t y,5 mos t of the probl ems confronted by Loyalist Negroes through out Nova Sc ot i a wer e pr es ent but in much more intensified form. This was par tly the r esul t of t he fa c t t ha t t he land was on the whole l ess f ertil e . But the chi ef rea s on was t ha t the r egion was ~x-tremely i solate ci and c onsequently t he st ruggl ing Negro could not depend on ready ass ist ance f ro~ ei the r t he go ve r nm ent or his white neighbours t o the extent that hi s f ell ows coul d in ot he r se t t l ements , es pe cially Halifax. More ove r , i t seems t hat racia l pr ejud ice was e s pecially intense in the mor e is ol ated co~munities in Nova Scotia. Of course, this i s not to s ay tha t in Guys bo r o~gh County a kin d of segregation c ame about as a consc i ou s ly d et ermi ned policy of t he white inhabitants. On the cont r ary, it a ppears tha t se gr eg ati on was ~or e of an assumption reached more or l e ss i nde ~ende ntly by bot h rac es . Even bef ore being granted their own l and , t he ~e gr oe s had bec c~e quietly established in their own primi t ive set tl ement s an Chedabuct o Bay. One of t he most i mp ortant of these s et t l eme nt s was 11 Nigge r t own HiL." on the fringe of what woul d be known as Guys borough . The gr nnt i ng to s ome of the Negroes of 3,000 acres of l and at Traca di e ~er e l y f or mal iz ed a se gr aj, ati on that already e xisted . 

Thi s kind of seg r eg at i cn was by no mea ns re s t r ict ed t o Guys borough. However , because of Guysborou gh ' s i Eo l ati on an ~ the fa ct th at many of the Negr oe s we r e f or ce~ t o live a t 2 c onsi cier able di s t ance f rom the whit es , th e Negroes c 0ul d oe~e nc even less on t h e i r whit e ne i ghbours for aid in time of d i re nee d t h~ n nor~all y woul d have be en t he ca~e. Fo r bot h grou ps we re l i ke l y t c be i n di r e st r a i t s a t the same timQ . And, as woul d be ex pe cted , t he wh i ~e i nhabi ta nts , who were likel y to be better of f t han mo s t of t he Ne groe s even at the wor s t of t i mes , would tend to f orge t the Negroe s in a mom en t of c r i s i s . Out of sight out of mind ! 

Large ly bec ause of gove rn rr.ent a l as s i s t ance the Guys borough Negroes were able t o su r vive the i r fi r st wi nt e r i n No va Sc otia . But the win ter of 1785- 6 was a har r owing exper i ence f or t he Ne gro es . For in September of 1785 a vessel c arrying much ne ede d provi s i ons t o Guysborough was hijacked by a mutin ous c r ew and t ak en to the United States where it was 

3 Public Arc hiv es of Nova Sc otia ( P . A. N.S. ) Bishop Ch ar l es Inglis Papers, Inglis t o the Arch bi s hop of Canterbury , Nov ember 20 , 1788 . 4 Ibid . 
5 The Term Gu ys borGug' Count y will use d thro ug hout t he pa per even though Guysborough Count y as such d i d no t come i nto be i ng un t il 1836 . 
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A sad result of the l oss of supplies was the death of a number of coloured people who had been slaves in the re-volted colonies , and had f ollowed the Loyalists into exi le. They lived a part f rom t he wh ites in a village in the forest and were dependent on the sh i p that brought ·the winter sup-plies to Guysborough for sustenance until the harbour opened in the s pr ing.6 

The seizure of the supply ves sel, of course , meant that both whites and Negro es would lack necessary provisions . But the whites had ggns and could hunt f or foo d , while th e Negroes were comple tely helpless. Lacking food, suffering from exposure and profoundly affected by the strange new environment, many Negroes died . Those who survived were exhausted and many beca me increasingly de pend ent upon the white in-habitants. However , un doubtedl y a f~w who survived became increasingly confident .in their own ability to cope with the r ea lities of the situ-ation. But these Negroes were t he exception and not the rule. 
Besi de s th e vitally important problem of survival the Negroes were forced to de al with the question of white prejudice. In his History of th e County of Guysborough , Nova Scotia , H. C· Hart related the follo wing re veal ing i ncident which occurred soo n after the arrival of the "Loyalist Blacks" . 

Many Negroes who had formerly been slaves had accompanied their masters to Che da bucto . They had their quar t ers on the hill near where t he u pper road now crosses Mr: Hartshorne's mill br oo k. It was cal led "N iggertown Hill 11 • They suffered severely from famine and rna ny died fro m wan t. One poor man named Tom Thompson t r ying one very seve re da y to go home from the lower .part of the t own, became so f aint when pa ssing Ca pt ain Ral ph Cunningham's ... that he thought he mus t ask t he re for help. As he neare d the doo r he hea~ci a vo ice calling a dog, and fancying that the inmates were ta ~ing that means of driving him away he started_ again f er Niggert own Hill, but he was so badly frozen befor e he reached his dest in ation tha t he eventually lost his feet and want about i n that c rippled cond ition for the remainder of hi s lif e .7 

Appr oximately twenty-five years later thi s same kind of prejudice existed in Guysborough Coun t y. The Roman Catholic Bishop Plessis who visited t he Tr ac adie region i n 1812 not,ed in his dia r y of that ye ar: 
An~ther reason why he the local pries t is not suited to this place Tracadie is that t here are 25 f amilies of Protestant negroes there , who have been abando ned by the ministers of their belief, and who, t o beco~e Catholics, are awaiting only the presence of a priest abl e t o pr each to them in Engl i sh. It would be'difficult t o ex press the sorrow f el t by t he Bishop of Quebec when he saw so fine a pr i ze separa ted from his flock, with so little needed to procure for them a knowledge of the truereligion ••• 

The poo r Negroes abstained from ap pearing in the neighbourhoo during th e two days of the visit ation , thinking, wrongly, that they 
_ ,_ 1 , 
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were not in the good graces of the Catholic clergy, bec1u1e 
they had been erroneously told t hat they would be sent away 
if they showed themselves there.8 

It i s int eres ting th at t he Roman Catholic Acadians were just a~ 
prejudiced con cerning t he Negroes as t he Engli sh - speaking Protestants 
of Guysbor ough County. However , it shou ld be noted th at most white 
Protestants were willing t o have t he Christian gos pel preached to the 
Negroes, while mos t of t he Aca dians refused to have an ything to do with 
the Negroes. This attitud e of th e Acadian Roma n Cat hol ics perhaps ex-
plains why so few Negroes in Guysborough County became Roman Catholics. 

The va rious problems t hat t he Negroes faced in Guysborough County 
in th e years i mmediate ly following t heir arrival did not disappear in the . 
19th. century . What coul d be effectively done to i mp r ove th e quality of 
Guysborough so i l or t o reduce Guy s borough 's i solation? How c ould racial 
prejudice be des troyed? How could man y of t he Negroe s be instilled with 
some sens e of pride and some sense of i nit iative and learn t o turn their 
bac ks on whit e paternali sm? 

In 1830 , Captain W. Moors om, a British t ravel l er , v isited Guys~ 
borough County and ot her sections of Nova Sco t ia. He observed: 

Sc arc ely doe s a winter pas s without t he d i s t ressed situation 
oi t he negroes coming un der t he considera t ion and relie f of 
the Legi s lature . The ir potatoe crop fails ; th eir so il is said 
t o be incap able of support ing t hem ; and disease ma kes fearful 
ravages .... the neg _o settlement s continue with numbers gradually 
diminishing, in summer mis erable , and in wi nter s t arving. 
The i r or i gin , their s t or y, and t he ir c ond ition , thu s contribute 
t o shed an almost r om an ti c halo a r oun d t hem; and th e first 
ques tion pu t t o any one who has r etu rned fr om t he ir ne ighbourhood 
is s ur e t o be - "Ho w are t he po or bl acks? 11 9 

As f ar as Moors om was concerned , th e cond ition of t he Negroes of Guys -
borough County was s uper i or t o that exis tin g in ot her areas of Nova 
Scoti a : 

In many parts of th e ccuntry, both eas t and we stward, de tached 
families of negroes are t o be f oun d , who ~e condition, t hough 
sti l l mi serably poo r , i s fa r be tt e= than t h at of t heir bret he rn 
near Ha lifax . The nearest apprJac h t o co~for t I have obs erved 
among thi s rac e i s in a fe ·N famili es who occupy t he backlands . 
of Great Trac ad ie .... The y are descenda nts of some slaves who 
came with refug ee l oya li s t s, and cons equently have only expe ri-
enced by inheritanc e t he demo ra lizing effects of slave r y. Those 
who are employed as labourer s and s e ryain_ts in the towns are in 
better circumst ances than the rest ... 10 

8 A. A. J ohns ton , A History of the Roma n Cat hol ic Church in Eastern 
Nova Sco tia, 249 

9 W. Moorsom , Letters f rom Nova Scotia , 127-8 
10 Ib id ., 130 - 1 
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M~orsGm also d~clared that the 0nly livery 
area was managed by a Negro whose fame was 
to some "county jockies" was able to breed 
owned by the governor. 

-
stable in the Guysborough 
widespread and who according 
cattle far better than those 

No mean personage is Mr . Campbe ll whe n an invite to some uni-
versal party, on a rainy eve , rend ers his huge mo urning coach 
the ob ject of at l eas t ha lf a dozen s ep arate engagements .11 

It was Moorsom's c ont ention tha t the Guysb orough Negroes were in 
most respects superior t o t hose el sewhere in No va Scotia. In addition, 
a few had shown some unusu al initiative in spite of the very real and 
perplexing problems conf ronting th em . Under the exis ting c ircumstances 
this Ne gro ent erpr i se and initiative wa s amazing . But it should be em-
phasized that t his enter pr i se and initiative was restricted to only a 
handful of Negroes such as Mr . Campbel l, Th omas Brownspr igg s and Dempsey 
Jordan. Most of t he Guysborough Negroes had t o be satis fied with walking 
the tight rope of mere exist ence . To thes e peop le l if e continued to be 
a grim ad ventu re but it now was taking place in a somewhat less alien 
world. Th e second generati on Guysborough Negroes had l earned to come to 
grips wit h the Nova Sco tia environment . They were no l onge r "Loyalist 
Blacks"; they were now Nov a Scot i a Negroes ". 

Br ownsprigg s and J or dan both pl ayed a ver y i mpo rtant role in the 
educati onal and re ligi ous lif e of the Tracadi e Negro communi t y. Further-
more, both men pr ovi ded a lin k between t he wh i te and Neg r o worlds. 

Brownspriggs was apparently t he leader of - the Ne gro community in 
"Guysborough County" f rom the ver y beginning. Rel atively well educated, 
respected by s ome of t he whi t e inhabit an t s and by almos t all of the 
Negroes, Brownspriggs was t hrust f orward as the ch i ef Negro spok esman. 
By early 1787 he had gr own totally dis sa tisfi ed with the st ate of the 
Negro c ommunity in t he Chedabuct o Ba y area . He there fore dema nded from 
Lieut enant-Governor Parr a grant of land f o~ t hose Negro es wishing to 
become indepe ndent f armers . It can be ass umed t hat t he leaders of the 
white community encouraged Browns pr igg s in his petition t o Par r . Some 
of thes e l eaders wa nte d t o drive many of the Negroe s int o t he interior 
where t hey coul d be f orgotten. This would be a simp l e way t o so lve the 
racial and we lfa re pr oblem in one mo ve . Ot her whit e s ettlers , a little 
more sympathetic t o th e Negroes , wish ed t o see t hem established on 
their own l and and given every reasona ble opportunity t o bec ome self-
suf f icient; but even t he more s ympathe ti c whit e settl ers regarded the 
Ne gro as be ing infer i or and were an xious t o keep an y large concent r ation 
of them at a safe d i s t ance . 

On Sep t ember 28 , 1787 , Li eut enant-Governor Parr ordered Charles 

., , 

Morris, the Surveyor -G eneral , t o II lay out un de r Thomas Brownspriggs anq ., i 
73 othef s at Tracadi e .... 3000 Acres." It was hoped that 172 N~groes 
would eventually settle at Tracadie . But not al l of them apparently were 
willing to leave the Ch edabucto Bay area . Some chose to remain, working 
as servants and labourers for t he white inhabitants . 

11 Ibid. , 131 
12 P.A.N. S . Land Papers , Parr to M~rri s , Sept . 28 , 1787. 
13 P.A.N.S. Bishop Ch arles I ngl i s Papers , Inglis to Dr . Mor ic e , Dec . 20, 

1788 . 
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white milieu,. that of the Acadian Nova Scotians. Of cours e , th~ NegrQes remained isolated in the barren interior , miles from the Ac adian com~ muAity and still further f rom Chedabucto. But in 1788 they had no.time to feel worry f or themselves .. Th ey were forced immediately on se ttling their land t o cl ea r some of it, plant s ome potatoes , and build tempor-ary lodgings. 

Bishop Ch arles Ingl i s was c oncerned about the plight of the • Tracadie Negroes . Cons equently , in 1788 , he appo int ed Br ownspriggs a teacher for the So ci ety for t he Propagation of t he Gospel at Tra cadi e . Borwnspriggs received a yearl y sa l ary of blO . At the time of appointing Brownspriggs, In gli s described t he Negro as having formerly been "agent for that settlement " and ma inta ined t hat he " behaved wel l, that he was well recomme nded and t he only fit person I could find . 11 13 Inglis obseived to the Bishop of London : 

I have just sent a Black to that s t ation (Tracad ie ) who bears an ex cellent chara ct er , and i s toler abl y we ll qualified for the office . He ha d f ormerly be e n agent for the s ettlement. I gave him upwards of 100 boo~s and t rac t s adapt ed to their use; among which were s everal Te s taments and Prayer Books and your Lordship's tract on Good Friday . 14 

In the following years Brown sprigg s i s infrequently ment ioned in N. S. P. G. repor t s . In 1790 it was re ported th at "The Negro School at Trac ad i e goes on we ll, the mas t e r teaches 23 bl ack ch ildren. 11 15 In 1793 there wa s a br i ef reference t o Brownsoriggs - "The.:ce i s one unfor-tunate event t o re l at e , t hat Themas Brownspriggs ha d aba ndoned the Negro school at Trac ad i e . 11 16 Nothing mor e was sad . 

Dempsey J orda n was es peci all y active in Trac ad i e settlement during the fir st two dec ades of the 19th . century . He had dis pl a ced Brownspriggs as th e leader of th e c ommunity . In 1808 , Rev . Weeks , th e S . P.G . mission-ary at Guys borough , reported t hat J ordan wa s r ead ing prayers, printing sermon s and t eaching chi ldren on_~ undays . Of the 33 chil dren at Tracadie, 18 knew the cat ec hism per fectly . -L , I n 1818 , J ord an was appointed S.P.G. scho olmast er at Tracadie but he also cont i nued t o cr int s e rm ons and to give religious in s t r ucti on . 18 In the follow ing ye~r J orda n was listed in the re cor~s of t he Lower Di s tr i ct Syaney County Court as "Col l ector ( of Taxe s] fo r the Bla cks 11 . 19 I n 1820 he was li sted as an "Assesso.r of County Ta xes ". 20 J ord an , li ke Browns priggs ear l ier , had be come the general f actotum in t he Negro communi~ He wa s the r e ligious, educational and civil lead er and he was the means by which the whit e commun ity made its contact wi th t he Negroes in Tra ca d ie . 
Tension betwe en the Tracadie Negroes and their Acadian neighbours c ontinued to deve lop i n t he 19th . centur y. In spi t e of Jo rdan's mission-ary work s ome of the Negr oes were ea ger to worsh i p in the n eighbouring 

13 

14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 

P.A.N.S. Bish op Charl es Inglis Papers , Ing l is to Dr. Mor ic e , Dec. 20, 1788; 
Ibid ., Ingli s to the Bi shop of London, De c. 1788 
P.A.N.S., S. P .G. Pr inted Reports , 1790, 44 
lbid . , S .P. G. Pr i nted Reports, 1793 , 45 
C. B. Fergusson, A Documentary Study of The Establi shmen~ of t he Negro es in Nova Sco t i a , 65 
Ibid . 
P.A.N . S., Guysboro ugh Coun ty , Qu arter Sessions , I, 77 
Ibid., I, 115 -3o -
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Ro•a-n Catholic Church. _Here they wer e greeted with open hostility and ano not with Christian charity . The parish pr ies t , Fathe r Marceau, wrote to Bishop Plessis on Oct ober 15, 1815: 
There is a sor t of antipathy between t he whi t es and the blacks, and it i s one of the gr eatest obstacles I have to overc ome . There is a complaint that these newcomers bring in a bad odour, and that th er e is no way t o put up with them . ... In my sermon l ast Sunday I exhorted the parishioners to show a bit more charity t owards these infidels ... A s ur e way to bring about peace would be to construct a gallery where the blacks alone would be admitt ed . 21 

Rebuff ed by t he Roman Cathol ic s , largel y forgotte n by the Church of England , t he Tracadie Negroes in 1821 tu rned to the Bapt ist Church. In that year th e Rev erend David Nutter , a Baptist Evangel i st , visited Tr acadie and began preaching t o the Negroes : 
The S pirit came upon them like rain upon t he mown grass and showers t hat water the e arth . 22 

Th e emotional Bapt ist religion preached by Nutter appealed to the Negroes. As far as Nutter was conce r n ed a Negro's soul was j ust as i mportant in t he s i ght of God as a white man's soul . 
To those Negroes who had rema ined in the Ched abucto Ba y area the emot i ona l brand of Chr i stianity as preached by Baptist and Me t hodist evangelists also had a great appeal . The emotional excesses of their meetings were eagerl y anticipated since here at least t hey could forg et about whit e prejud i ce , hunger , cold and a bleak future . 
The Christ i an Churc hes , espec ially the Bapt ist and Methodis t, continued to be concerned with the plight of the Guysborough Negroes through out the 19th . century . But they were primar ily inte rested in t he " sou l s " of the Negroes . However, during t he years immediately follow-ing the Tu pper Educ at i onal r e forms of 1864 and 1865 , the Nova Scotia Counc i l of Public In structi on revealed some interes t in the question of Negro education . In spector Samuel Russell observed in 1867: 
Tracadie - a se cti on of coloured peopl e with 70 schoolable children - very poo r and for want of good men f or t rus te es noth ing has been do ne . The coloured people adj oining Tracadie are not only poor , but careless - will not keep the school supplied with fuel - even when everything else is done for them. This i s the only log schoolhouse in t he country.23 

In 1869 it was reported : 

21 Johnst on , A,Hist ory of the Roman Catholic Chur ch in Eastern Nova Scotia, 336 - 7 
22 I. F . Bill, ~i fty Years with the Baptist Ministers and Churches of the Maritime Provin ces , 238 
23 Educational Report , 1867 
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Tracadie - no school house - no leaders ; aid will be required . 
to enable the people to get up a building. I have no doubt of 
their willingness to assist in labour - but they cannot pay in 
money.24 

In 1870: 

New building establi shed in Tr acadie - Section 35 , Section 34 - -
coloured pe op le - poor and ignorant; se veral attempts have been 
made to establ i sh a build ing; nothing yet has bean done .25 

By 1871 t he di scour aged Ru ssel l was 
Guysborough Negr oe s "poor and ign orant .... 
disposal" t o do anything about edu cation. 
"s ome special provis i on shou l d be made f or 

forced to declare - that the 
ha ve now no means at their 
He t he r e fore urge d that 
them. 11 26 

In 1872 a dr amatic change t ook place . Schools were erected at 
Tra c adie and at Ma nches t er . In 1874 t he new in spec tor William Hartshorn~ 
noted: 

In t he coloured sect i on No . 34 Tracadie , schoo l has been in 
ope rati on during the s um~e~ te rm f or t he firs t ti~e . There 
were 67 r eg iste r ed pup ils, aver age attendance 39 . The progress 
made in t he ir school has been sati s f actory, and the pupils 
are ve r y we ll supplied with boo ks , etc . 27 

But in spite of the worthy ef f ort s of t he N. S . Counc i f of Public In-
st~uction Negro education made lit t le very r ea l progress in the period 
after 1874. Negro s tud ent s were " ver y i rre gular in attendance 11 ,28 s chool-
houses f requently bu r ne d down , it WdS difficult t o find t eachers willing 
to teach in th e Negro schools . 29 • 

Fr om the last de cacie of th e 19th . ce nt ur y until 1930 ver y few 
Negroes were ed ucate d at even the e lem~ ntary l evel . Inspector 
R. L. Coldwell r eport ed in 1932 : 

A n ew school for t he co l oured chil dre n of Guysborough Road 
opened in October with an enrolment of 17 pup il s . Th er e has 
been no edu cati onal ooportunity provid ed for the children of 
this community f or 40 years . Fun ds f or the support of the 
school were rais ed large ly by concert s , su ppe rs , et c . and by 
gen er ous grant s from the Depa rtme nt . 30 

By 1936 Negro chil dren from Uppe r Big Tracad i e , Guysborou gh Road, 
Prospect and Bi r cht own wer e being eeuc at ed . Most of the teach ers had 
"Permissive Licenses'' and we r e poorly qualifi ea . 31 They were usually 
Negroes since it was felt that no respec t abl e white teacher would teach 
under such primitive conditi ons . Th e Negro s ch oo l s in the 19 30 1 s and 
40 1 s were oft en in a 11 de lapidat ed st ate. 11 32 

24 Ibid., 1869 
25 Ibid., 1870 
26 Ibid., 1871 
27 Ibid., 1874 
28 Ibid., 1877 
29 Ibid., 1883, 1887, 189 6, 189 7, 1911, 1912 , 1913 , 1914, 1915 , 1916 
30 Ibid., 1932 
31 Ibid., 1940. ,_:_ 32 -32 Ibid., 



Some proqr••• wae indeed beinq made by the 1940'• but the quality of Negro education neverthele•• left a great deal to be desired. Many Negro parents were not interested in obtaining adequate educational facilities for their children. Some stubbornly maintained that if ill-iteracy was qood enoucih for them it was good enough for their children. 
At the middle of theJ>th century the Guyaborough N89X'Oes found themselves in an extremely depreaeed condition. They and their forefather• had known little elae. 'l'heira nad been a .. grin\ adventure 1n an alien worldM Evangelical Christianity had provided some with an escape from the harsh ree.l.ities of life. ot.hera had eecaped by emigrating to industrial Cape Breton, New Gla8(JOW, Halife.x and to 11 Upper Canada". Those vho remained were forced to atruggle from crisia to crisis. This struggle was the essence of their life - life in Guysborough County, their ''alien world''. 

Th• Negroes in Gux;aborougb County in 1871, Some Obaervationa 
It ia virtually impossible to be accurate concerning the actual number of Negroes living in Guysborough County at any specific date d,u-1.ng the period from 1784 to 1871. I n 1784 there were at lean 48 adult male Ne9roea, 48 \110men and 50 children in the Chedabucto region, and 34 N8(JX'O servant• or alavea.33 In the cenaus of 1817 reference is made to 27 Negroes living in Guyaborough village. Most of the•• Negroes were servanta. There were .174 Negroes in Traoadie - 18 men over SO , 32 men ranging in a9e from 1S to so, 41 boys, 45 women, ad 38 girls. In Country Harbour and New Harbour there ware 31 Negroes, at Canso 18, at Little a1ver 2, and at Mancheaster 40. If the lSl 7 cansus is complete, the total l~egro population in Guyaborough County in 1017 was only 292.34 

Apparently, during the period from 1817 to 1871, there was a sig-nificant movement o f Negroes :.from Traoadie to Guysborough, Intervale, Melford ,and Manchester. Of course, Traaadie could only .support a limited number of Uegro families. Negroes had moved from Guysborouqh to Traeadie in 1787-8 but after 1817 there was pro'bably a movement from Tracadie towards SUysborough. 

In 1871 thex-e were 747 Negroes living in Guysborough County . 35 In the whole of 1qova Scotia, only the much more :populous Halifax County baa a larger Negro population. Ten years later the Negro populatJo n in Guys-borough County had grown to 918, only t .o decline sharply in 1901 to 664, 559 in 1911 and 471 i n 1931 . This significant decrease in the Negro population was largely the result r of a relatively large-scale movement of people from the depressed, unprore ·s1ng Guysborough area to the expanding in.duetrial and mining centres 1n Cape Breton as well as to New Glasgow and to the provincial c,n.ital of Halifax. In addition, in all likelihood, a small nmnber of Guysborough Negroes made their way to a New World - that of QUebec and Ontario. 

33. Hart, Hiaton of the county of Guv1borough, 208-217 34. P.A.N.s., Census of 1817 
35. Ibid., CenllWI of 1871 



In Guysborough County in 1871 the Negroes were to be found in most 
of the major settlements. There were 223 in Guysborough town, 205 in 
Tracadie and Guysborough Intervale, 209 in Manchester, 58 in Melford, 27 
in Isaac's Harbour, 10 in Salmon River , 6 in Sherbrooke , 5 in Stormont, 
2 at the Forks of St. Mary and one each in Canso and Crow Harbour. 

By using the manuscript census report of 1871, to be found in the 
Public Archives of Nova Scotia, it is possible to make some observations 
concerning the Negroes of Guysborough County. It has been estimated 
that in the Manchester area there were at least 30 Negro families. Of 
these 30 Negro families, 12 were members of the Church of England, 15 were 
Baptists, one was Roman Catholic and only two families had no Church 
connection. There were five unwed rootbers in the community, with a total 
of 16 illegitimate children. Only two families had fathers who could 
read, but unfortunately these men were not able to write. Apparently 
only one Negro child between the ages of S to 18 inclusiiVe-:,.was attending 
school. The only Negro child going to school was a lad named Thomas 
Sheppard - an orphan servant of a white farmer. Thus, illiterate Negro 
parents brought up illiterate Negro children. What else could these 
primitive people expect , anyway, was the attitude of many of the shift-
less and illiterate whi1i e inhabitants. 

Most of the adult Negro males wolk ed on their own rocky, marginal 
farms, or else laboured for their white neighbours. Three Negroes were 
seamen and 4 brothers were fishermen. A large number of Negro women 
worked as domestics in various white houses. This master-servant relation-
ship, of course, tended to widen still further the existing chasm between 
the Negroes and the white inhabitants. 

In the Tracadie-Guysborough Intervale region most of the Negroes 
were Baptists except for a family of Roman Catholics and another belonging 
to the Church of England. Illiteracy was j ust as prevalent as in Man-
chester. However, there was only one unwed mother. Most of the men were 
either farmers or labourers. There was one shingle-maker, and as one 
would expect of an isolated interior region~ there were no Negro fisher-
men. Nor were there any Negro servants working for white families. 

The general situation of the Negroes in Guysborough was quite 
different from that in Manchester or Tracadie-Guysborough Intervale . 
There were 49 Negro families in Guysborough: 25 were Baptists, 13 were 
Methodists, 10 wee Church of England and one was Roman Catholic. There 
was only one unwed mot her. 

Illiteracy was not as widespread in Guysborough as in other Negro 
communities. A few adults could re·ad and write. Out of 102 children 
between the ages of 5 and 18, 25 were attending school. Most of the men 
and older boys worked on their farms or on those belonging to white 
neighbours. However, there were also 9 Negro fishermen, 10 seamen and 
one miner. A number of women were employed as domestics. 



Apparently the Negroes i n Guysborough were much better oifif:than those in anchester or i n Tracadie-Guysborough Intervale. The white inhabitants of Guysborough were more prosperous than those of Manchester and consequently, the Negroes, many of whom were dependent upon the white i nhabitants f or jobs, were usually better treated. Furthermore, Guysborough as a shipping centre and fishing port provided more j ob opportunities for those Negroes unable to Glllake a living from their marginal farms. 

In summary, in 1871 t he Negroes in Guysborough County were to be found in five main areas - Guysborough, uysborough-Intervale, Tracadie, Manchester or Mel ford . In other localities where they were to be found they were usually servants. The vast maj ority of Negroes were illiterate. Most of them were Baptists. However, in the Guysborough- Manchester region the ehurch of England and the Methodist Church wer e of some con-sequence. ?<'...ost of the Negroes were farmers, labourers and domestics . few were fishermen and sailors, one was a miner, and apart from one shingle-maker there were no artisans. The Negr oes had been quite prolific and were reasonably healthy. But t heirs was a second-class kind of existence1 t hey were r egarded as inferiors by many of their white neighbours . and apparently the Negroes had learned to be satisfi ed with their second-class state . They knew nothing else! 
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The Negroes in Guysborough County, 1871-1941 

1871 1881 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 

Canso 1 3 10 4 3 - 15 

Country Harbour 7 9 2 1 

Crow Harbour 1 1 

Goldboro 11 6 1 

Forks of St.Mary 2 

Guys borough 223 255 187 179 (180] 194 253 

Hazel Hill 20 6 15 

Isaac's Harbour 27 32 15 

Guys borough 
Intervale 205 63 69· 73 50 58 66 

Goshen 1 

Manchester 209 223 133 91 109 81 84 

Melford 58 64 18 1 1 

Mulgrave 42 36 22 34 56 

New Harbour 1 

Salmon River 10 9 4 4 

Sonora 1 

Sherbrooke 6 49 68 31 1 10 4 

Stormont 5 

Tracadie 212 107 121 117 83 8iL 

i 

TOTAL 747 918 664 559 336 471 578 
[180] 

. Slf> * 

• In the 1921 census there is no reference made to any 

Negroes in Guysborough. This is undoubtedly an error and it 

can therefore be roughly estimated that in 1921 t here were 

180 Negroes in the village. 
- JC:, -
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ntro uction 

Al three f th co uniti sun er invmstigat·on are 
loc te n Hig· way 16 in the M ici lity of Guysbor ughw 't"ith 
the exc-pti no S yville t y ay be locat don tile 
ma? of the area: it is i t i e ia e suburbs of Guysborou h 
to'!/ffl. Accor ing to the S ptember 1 6 .· fiel s "':Vey there w re 
64d rso s li\"ir1g ii the t ree c , itie . l~L, in U per Big 
Tr cadie, 191 i Lincolnville • 329 in Sunnyville. Both 
Lincolnville an Upper Big Traca ie are isolated from any n arby 
population o entrations, and they are ma e }? e ir ly of Neg roe.:,. 
S nyville asi e ts live wi-chin 1-3 il1t:.:s of Ouysborough and ar 
not quite as isoiat d. It is also· N ro comi ity with only a 
f exce tio 

T a.i.n e .onomi probl r. s facing e ·i11.. abi tan ta of t ese 
c m,nunities ar xtrem .ly low in om s, une.1 ployment and un erutili-
zation of labour resoP:!:ces, substantial distances to travel to worK 
and to tail a d service acilitios, and a g r1 ral social and 
economic isolation from t e surroun ing c mm nity. 

The purpos £ hi ch-3.pter is to exa1. ine in ac:, much d tail 
s he dat~ will .. rmit, t· e e o o ic characterj_stics of the three 

communities to iace the problems being faced in perspective by 
comparing the s • tuation in t - e pro' c"- co1c1.m ni ti s with a wider rea, 
such s .the ounty& to outlin s0 e sn_loym t n in o,e target.. 
for t e near .f ture and thei.r implic ions for pu lie oli y; and 
finally to sugges t o,e alt rnative mployment opportunities. 

This stu y is based on t~o ta , nam ly the 
results of a iel s urvey onducte during .t ugust anc.i Se:_ tember of 
196 a data obtained fro" the 1961 Cenous th r public records~ 
The i 1 surv y as provi -d us with i ormation abut the three 
communities tor 1364 wile the 1961 Census at . r'al has been used 
to obtain infer ation about u i ts as small as G ysborough Co nty~ 
'l'hus in most cas s we re· comparing data for t wo different ti e 

• io s. It has been fund that the bias w ' ch is inter_j ected does 
not b . l ciistort the real1ty of th omparisons. 

I the case of income figures , for example , they are 
und rstate for Guysborough County because of the t ime 'fference 

' and this mak s the three comm ities appear to b in a re favourable 
ltght omp rd to the County. In vi w oft e ramaticall low inco.e 



in Upper Mg Tracadie, Lincolnville and Sunnyville this only serves 
to underline the urgent character of the problem. In the case of 
other series, the bias does not appear to alter the conclusions . 

In the following sec't-.ton we will examine the various aspects of 
population, labo11r force, economic structure and income. In the 
final section we turn to d.iscussion of targets, public policy and 
alternative employment opportunities. 

Population 

The field survey indicated that the total population of the 
three communities was 648 (359 men and 289 women), or slightly over 
80% of the 806 Negroes living i n Guysborough County at the time of 
the 1961 Census . The figures for each community and the county are 
given in Table 1, and they are broken down by age groups and sex. 
Upper Big Tracadie had 128 persons and Lincolnville and Sunnyville 
had 191 and 329 respectively . The total population of the county 
was 13,274. While we do not have long term population data for the 
three Negro communities, it is worth noting that the population of 
the county has steadily declined in this century from 18,320 in 1901 
to its present level. 

Table l reveals also to what degree the population structure in 
Upper Big Tracadie , Lincolville and Sunnyville differs from that of 
the county generally . In Guysborough County 35 .1% of the ppulat ion 
is under 15 years of age compared to 61 . 3% in Li ncol nville and 56 . 2% 
in Upper Big Tracadie and 52 . 9°/4 in Sunnyville . This information is 
presented in more detail in Table 2. 

Thus the population of the three communities is considerably 
younger than that of the county. This is in marked contrast to the 
population structure generally observed in depressed areas elsewhere 
in North America . In communities which have once thrived, one usually 
finds a population which is considerably older than more prosperous 
areas. Thib is a result of a very high outward migration among the 
young , productive age classes . Upper Big Tradadie , Lincol nville and 
Sunnyville , rather than representing depressed areas , seem to be more 
like underdeveloped areas , i .e., they are isolated , lack significant 
outward mobility among famil ies and have a very young population . 

The immediate implications of this population structure are 
twofold: l ) it means that only 44% of the population of the three 
communities are potential members of the labour force, i.e., 15 years 
of age or older, as compared to 64.9% of the county's inhabi tants, 
2) this in turn i mplies that families have a large number of dependents 
for whom to care, a factor which further depresses their situation. 
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The l rge size f th epend nt popul tion in th three 
it.i s is in "'O e co s i erable measur a result of he l rge 
of i nt e corrm i ies by the provincial and 

mun:i. e a thoriti es. T!1 se a ill gitimat · an a~ andone 
N l ca,:-,es comi g from ou s de o tl c 
It i i , f ,:,r x nple ; th t nearli· a c ild n nav 
in nville b welf re thorit~es . 

Sin e SU ti 1 payrnents re na e to f st- ents for 
the care of welfar r I thy ar considere a s r ve ue. 
In a s ns t h I women C ring or welfare child ye I even 
thou . the.f e .. in at 0, C and ,t do not r in nt s a istics. 

Table three :._--,rovide inf rmation abo ·t th er of e.. rs 
in f ami lies and h eeholds, total number of .c: ar1i lies useholds and 
th aver g-e nwab r of e. ors i each unit. There w f m • lie 
and Y7 ho sehol s in the t e communi 1.es , • st ne- alf of them 
were co prised of more tha seven merrfr: rs. y o risen with 
tho co ty an the '" rovin e , it can be not t \: :;e nui"J.oer 
of m .. ers in families • and hou..,3hol s wa"' .. . ov n A. l 
in Guysbcrou h County. •or 11 thr e o : t •- i ro c e 
aver ~e nu11 r of .. ily me .. ers ·was 6.6 and the aver 

rho sehol was . In Lincolnville wi h ita large pu tio 
chil ren, th size of households was 7 .9. 

Housing i n he tlr e ommuniti-s is ol , r down , ov r-
c r ow "'ed -an t ithout ,ost of t e . odern con e iences w ich one t k 
for granted. The following table will illus~rate so,v of these poin S! 

N n er of ho ses 
me 

ented 

Average No. f arson 
er house 

Hou es wi th : 
unni ng ater 

.i!il c ricity 
Radio 
T.V. 

Upper Big 
Trac 

20 
2C 

) 

0 
6 

NA 
12 

-J1-

i ncolnville 
24 
24 

0 

7.9 

0 
... s 
13 
10 

Sun )[Ville 
53 
52 

1 

6.2 

0 
37 
t,A 
23 

To 1 
97 
96 

l 

.6 

,') 1, 
61-1 
NA 
45 



11 the houses i the co the ex eption of 
one wh ,1 is o,me by •• abi t t Q • ..:rowever r it 
should be t e qu stion of a tm rship ·.o v ry much 
more unce n y cases ,..,eopl r- only squatters and do 
not have ish d 1 gal _;,_ he t la 

et nt of v rcro i g is .;.n icat· by th0 high verag 
~ons living in .e ch ho It was as high ns 7.9 
use in ~~ncol vill n for all thr comm nities 

ut to 6 .. 

None o • th om s w re e -u.,;_ ped w.i.t'b run i g ,-1at r and 
on y a o t of .. 7 , o:i:.· , G;', have 1.ect:.r .,.city . Ev n f wer horn s 
,ere ~uipp w.:..th t leyision 5 46 .4}~. 

Tne ar of ho i a crucial a wnic' needs 
r· her inv-stic; ted at sc .. -:c co.nmunity redevelonment 
for h sing can be gotte ·1 rway . It.., import nee 1.s 

~sc d els ere i th.:..s st yQ • 

F0rce 

r. e labour force is cons.,;., ere i the 1,61 Census t o 
inclu " . .. all persons, 15 years of a e and ov r, w o were 
reporte as avin~ a job of an] Jin , ither part-ti, or full-time ( v n if the wero ot at work) or were re,;..:>orted s looKin_ or work , 
duri ng the wee,"- prj_or t n r eration. n In this stu we have chosen 
to • se · s imi lar t n , t ion. We ha i eluded persons w o were un-
en lo 7"'d at the tiu e f: the survey and who 'l; 1ere . o act~.vel ' ooL.i..ng 
f r wor~.;:., but who id wor:;;. urirn; th0 year pri r to sur .... y , even 
if it was a • eriod of only a f w wee s. He have ta .itl)_r ,:; uned that ,;;iv n r· listic 1ployrnent opportunit~- s most of these ;.iC:rsons would actively seek work. • 

The thre, J; roJect o 1. ities '.had a tot 1 la our force of 
149 1:::>ersons. '1 .,;. s is shown in th,~ follow1n-; table for each 0_1 nun ty , 
by sex. 

I 

Comnuni ty 
Hale 

Upper.Big Traca i e ld 
Lincolnville 29 
SUJ.,nyville 66 
Total 113 

In order to put the size 
rsp ct_ve , a. figure is n ed 

r in 

10 39 
l 
36 149 

f the bour fo ce in ab oa er 
i h w .. 11 tell us to what egr e 

See the hapters o with ducation. 



ople in th t r e co ;.unitie tici ate in the ,rork. for-..e 
com re . to ot er reas. F r this purpos 1 e 
i.:, listed in the ollmring a.bl or the three 

part .... ci Jat •• on r te 
c mmunities , 

Guysborough Co nty, e North S ( _ l es ur.. erlan , Colchester, na Nova Scotia. The 
or·ce to t 1 

i ctou , Antigo is an ysboro c • es,, 
par ici t·i on ra .. e is the r · ti t:.l e labour 
popul tion. 

ab ur Partici.;:"'at.:.. n Rat 
I,,incol ville, ounnyvilJ.,3 

Upper Big T acadj_e 
Lincolnville 
s nyv.llle 
. ver ge or ee ommun:.i.t.t.es 

Guysboro1 gh County 
Norths.ore 
Nova Scotia. 
Canada 

Participation ~ate 
20.3% 
.20 .. % 
25~5% 
23 " )Q/4 

7.6% 
30. r.' 
'"'2.1~ 
3 . ~; 

So rce: For t e thr i gro cor.miuni.ti.e"", 0 .. 1 fiel • 
surve at. For Guys oro gh ounty, North Shore, 
Nova Seo ia and Canada, rom 1961 Census. 

The aver ge 1 a.rtici ation r te for the t1 ree com.11uni ti.es 
s 23%, th t ls 23% of the population were in the labour 

force , com re . o 27.6% in Guysbor ·gh Cou t and 5.5% in 
ana a. Thus Guysborough Count has a 4.6% gr at _abour 
-rticipation rate than do our rojec comr,unitic. nd Can da ' s 

rate of participati.on is 12.5¾ greater. The inplicatio o a 
101 ar i c ipat~on rate is tat the co unity is ot pr uci g he 
inc e it is ca ble of, from the .c oint of , an ':)W r availability~ 

t er rs pc,ten i al la or force is u d ruti iz In 
he the thl:ee commu i t ies it i~ also an in lcation of 

the i populatia str ctur as . .,etween t e t e 
comm nities and the other re,]io al units with whi h i have been 

aking com~ r isons . Si ce t e population is much y nger, it 
weights the ~ot l J?Opulati n wit a a rger pe ce age of ... rs ns 
who are as yet too you g to be consi red poten i 1 m .b so 
the 1 bour force . 

Te above poi can e ill st.rated by exa ini g the per-
c ntag e of •• rs 15 years of ag or ol r :rho are i1 t :1 labour 
force. Thes p rso r reset t. e otential labour fore. The 
i nfo a tion is provi ed in the abl below for the three co mun:i.t'es 
and Guysborough County~ 



ate of L..,artici ati n in the _ otential bour 
-orce :i. U_9er Big Tra·adie, Lincolnville, 
S nyv.lll GU\iSbQrough COu .... y 

Up r Dig Traca ie 
Lincolnville 
Sun yville 
Av rage fo C· illUnit~es 

Guy borough Couty 

:)o. " 

62. 'J¼ 
.l¾ 

2. 3¼ 

Thus th~ ta le ,:1huws t at average f or the hree 
cou·1 i t ies 1 .5 .t:.8,~ o the i tenti al force - rsons 15 y rs 
o .,_ age o.r ol er - was i n t1 e labour orce . The L.gu.re f or 
"uy~borough Co -y was 4-2. -i'. L or 10 . ¼ less t n t 1e three corrununities~ 
In oth-:::- '!.\l :'Ir .. s greato... part of t e n'.>t nt • al 1 bour force Jn 
t he thr e iJ g.t·o crnY-,. uni .1.es w·~s .i. t. er wor ·in \·, loo}c.tng for work 
or ha bee wor.ring sometir e durt .. r t. e J ar. Ti.1. ·.s would see, to 
contr diet th;.. st typ of the Negro as unwillin., to work. 

The low l vel of inco . e in the thr e communities carm :it 
ent r ely. be ttributed to t e· som 1 at lo er a r t i "ipa. ;~ n rate 
whi ch is caused by the parti cul- r pulat .:.on s tructur~.. Sornething 
mor ca be l arne , :iowev r , by look.ing a t e degree to whi.ch 
tho labour force wa n _ ull '- em:9loyed , an we do this by exar.1i1 :;.ng 
the number of TA.ree . . s and hours __ r rwee1< tro:t;"ked by the labo r force. 
This j n or11:uat.ion i prov· d ~a :ln. T:able four. 

T .is table i nd.ica t e tat the la our f orce was greatly 
derempl oye in that more t1 an one- half £ th labour force worked 

less than 27 weeks per :·ear. ..rust slightly more t"' a n --fifth 
of t e labour f orce wor1te more t an ·, w eh:o per ye r , rate 
whicl1 we con i er to be :full t ime for t e pur1 scs of tr • s study . 
This data is surru arized in more detail below. 

Upper Blc;r Tra co.die 
Lincolnville 
s un ville 

o a l 

Workfr1g Less 
than 27 weeks 
No. o .LF 

15 51.7 
2G -4 .1 

2 50 . 0 
2 

For kitg more 
than 40 weeks 

6 
17 
3 ".) 

di , 

% of LF 
31.0 
. 5. 
20.~ 
2 .. 

Thus the abov f i gures i dicate tat 55% of the otal 
lal...o 1~ f or e in the three com;:, t i tios ;,10r.·1::.d for .:_:>eriods (..1 - less 
thal 27 weeks a yE:iar, but tile figure was as high as 54.1% in 
Lin olnvi.lle. 'n the other hand or.Uy 21.4% of th- 1 c,ur orce 



work d ov r rand coul be considere full~ 
rnploy d. level o 11 emp.loyme11t w s as low s 15~4¾ 

in Llncoln.villo nd s h._,;: h as 1. O~-. ~n iJp r Bi g Tracad..:. . 
n the c s of t: os ~ho f l in _e 27 . weeks a. :i ar class , 

most of them wor1ed to 27 e ks a ear rath r than 39 
wees a y aro 

The ta pre ~nte :..n t J. s tion ·nder ines what is 
the fund e ta 1 probl m of the thre . uni tJ.es , name :1 the 
·, vere u rutiliz t i n of t e h • ,1.1an o 1r es of t. e cornmuni t y. 
If th w 11 bing of: the r sidents of O r B' Trac i , 
I.iincolnvi le an Sunl'l:t"V.ill i to be r ·sed, they must ave 
jc:Jbs which all w th . to 'l.rorlc lo r to full -ti ie a rea"'onable 
r- tes of pay. 

Locggtion _t ~"Ilplo nnen.t 

er to obtain job, r sid nts o· the thre 
CO, lU 
their 

it ne . ary to t~av .rat dis a cs outsi e 
outsi e h 
the dist e 
when it ] 
indication o . 
outs e th 1 

The geo Jrap :iic work _ ttern o those worl ing 
nity • s p ovi d i Table '":ive , ·og ther ·with 

o tow rk an t e ·r e cy o comrnutin 
Ti s are maxinurn fi rs a a er ally n 

er of jobs hel for any length of tir 
r a.. This an tl a • hose per ons incl d may ve 

time 
at more tan on job a were thus count sev ral 

T 
r esi nt of 
Lincolnville 

le s 10ws l outsi e J s were l y 
r Big Tra and 20 ad y esidents of 

in Up r Big Tr 
the job opportu 
dis a.nee o,.. gr 
loca e so near to 
15 miles were mor 

• l pct · . t o e xc tio 
d exce_ s Lincolnvill , 11 
.1 t d tside the i w re a a 
13 mil unn,1ville , cause it is 

Guys or ugh, e • er of _jo s s r than 
nu erous : T were a total f 32. 

~rom tha _ r agment r y- infor ation whi h we hav- aoout. 
commuting fr n y , it appears th t those 11 o work as close 
as 25-2 , l away commtte daily . In the ase of er ons who 
work f om 40- 60 mils away , th co uting p riod is~n~rally 
wee y . he f 11 who worlt farthe r than 60 mil fro their home community o ute bi- .,. e ly or monthly, though in on or two cases 
they co,nute l ss fr quent y. 

Because of the sprea of mploymcnt opportunities ov r a ~i e geogra_hic are , residents o th s tree cor .unit es are 
subjected to severe rdshi s that are not xp r i nee by workers ,ho liv and work in the sam immediat are. '!'hey ust ommute 



long dista ces ihich involves both dis omfort and additional 
trans tati costs~ I the a.se o those who are not a le 
t co .u aily , hr is the pro le. of ing separate 
from one •s amily r a week, a month or ,ay loner a.ta tie .. 
This also involves t maintenance of t,o r sidenc sat oub-
s an 'al cost to a low incore wor r. 

a 

Th fact that reside ts of the thre 
tr vel such long distances in or r to 

th .... r in ication o t eir willing ess to ac e,pt 
\,,;o tradicts the ste&Pty e o a lazy, in 
attr· uted to ova S otian Negro s . 

commu ·t· s were 
obtai work is 
e1ployment. 
ol nt person 

A furt _r implication of this i or a ion is ta· any 
o ial nd eco omic d v lop ent planning in the t ·re N gro 

com."n.uni ties "' 11 have to take into cons id ration a geograph • cal 
r a wider th n the hoe om ity . For exam l, in pla ing 

the er-- tion of ew and i prov d work opportunities , it see .. s 
logical to start with a close examination of their present 
e ,ployment lo ations with an eye to extending the number of 
weeks via ked and eveloping ett r job sta ility. 

Structure of E ol oyme!!1:, in the s: ro j ect Co mni ties b Occupation 

Table ix on the following page _.i ves a co pl te ... i ture of the 
r ange of occupations in ~hi~h peopl ~ are e ga ed in Upp r Big 
Tracadie , Lincolnville and Sunnyville. The total of the occupations 
liste is not i ndicativ of the size oft e abour force due to 
the fact t t the nu her f oc u~ tions enga~ed in by embers of 
t e community excee ed o per person. In any ases 1 embe s of 
t e labour force pract1.ced thr e or our occupations during the year. 

This list in ica e of occupatio s enga'ed 
in a a hence to some ex·· nt t1 skill posses ed by embers 
of the. o ,unit . iith th e~c .tio of nly a few occupations , 
:ost o the paopl worked in on- skilled e ployrn nt. The largest 
gr oup wa. engaged in logging as labourers , and it accounted for 
63 persons. The categ y of labo r ers , ex udin thos en age 
in agricultur , i hi g , 1 ggi g d mi ing occu tions accounted 
f or the next largoat gro p , 33 . The other arge gr oup was .aids 
and relat d service ·work rs which a ount ed for th :i. oc .upation of 

rsons , all of who1 were ·woren. The only other occupations of 
im rtanc.a , as far as nu er are concerned , were farmers , farm 

bourers , an lon shor n n an s :..evedores , ach of whi h had tem 
rsons who reported oc up tions 'n t es at ori s. 

It will e ui kly seen that t et e communitie.$ are 
n arly devoid of persons with nagerial , rofessional and 
t chnical , and sales occu tions. 



Structu 

The . pl ym nt in Upper Big Tr· adi , 
Lincol.vi an yville was heavily wight din for st , 
servic and agri lture. Th.ts is demo~strat in 'l:able o v n 
on th 4ollowing ge. For the pu oses of comparisons we ave 
also include t • figures for the county from the 1961 Census. 

accoun 
th 
of 
t y 
nly 

ov r 6 /- of the em loyment three commu itie 
rated in restry, compa e to fort o nty as 

'rh . n xt lar st se .... tor was s erv • es , both o n.1nu11.i t 
rso a , ihi ch employe 27 Q s1, o the la r force in the 
comr. ni ties. Thia is so e hat more than h ~rcentage 

in thes s tors in t~ e county: i t wa.s 17 . 4% there. 
other sector of signi ficance :res agricult re which 
fo 7. ¾ of the labor force , or onl y slightly more 

cu ty 1 vel of ~-4%. As far as th emaining . 7% 
ur fo::-ce in the tr e co .unit'es is concerne , 

mong s e of the re .. ai ing sectors sot at 
rsons we:re wor ing in ea-..h of the , . 

'11h two ost impo ant , e tors • n the county 
fro oint of vi '¥ of employme t , re fishi . an ,..act ring: 
t. y ploy a 19 .. 4¾ 18 .7¾ of th la our orce respectively. Howe rer unitie~ none of the 1 bour fore~ was 
employe in ring an nly one m n was ngage in fisl ·ng~ 

At th1. • point we :rant t o turn t o a "'l ser am· nat • on 
of the princ 1 sectors i the tl r e ~egro co unities with 
eye to eter ining what pot . nti al xists for expansion o ro-
uc ion and emplo, ent. This ill .css·tate looki g t the 

state of se~tor in· wi er ,round t e OllU 't.ies , 
namely Guysboro·gh Couty. 

The agri ult ral sector in the t ee co unities oes not involve .ore tan 11 p rson.s , r 7 . 4% of the lab r force. 
s s n t to say that the o l y sou ~e of liv lihood for these _ opl_ ·s agric lt r ; t ey ll rn inco e from other sources , 

ouch s woo lot , logging , loa i ng ooats , etc. Only 199 _ers ns w re wor in i agricultur in G ysborough cou t y in 1961 , 
figur whic1-~ repres n s 5. f t e 1a· o r force. 

The fol owin tab 
county •·s agricultur pop la 
in icat t et of "farm 

es s i ta abo t the 
land 11 s rv to 

ch the t . ee 



co, . uni ti s o l rate. 

Total pul tion (no . } 
Far m ·opul t ion {no . J 
er C nt Living on ls:' s (S,1 

Total Nu .ber of Fars (no) 
Total o.n rea (acres ) 
La d J.· rea i .Far. s (a res ) 
Im~rov a· and (a rs ) 
U imp oved Land {a res ) 

13 , 274 
1 , 4 ".l 
12.4% 

372 
1 , 031 , 40 

8 1 , 665 
8 , 292 

73 ,373 

Farms in ·Guysborough nu . ered 372 in 1961 and 
covered 8 ,b of the land area. rl'hey averaged _: ust d r 221) acres 
in ° i ze , but only 11¾ of the total farm acreage was o imp oved 
land. The lar es- rt of farm land was nimprov::::.d, woodlands , 
which accounte :for 591:., of t e total farm acreag . 

The f o llowin~ table gives a further break own o f 
farr s ye no i c claE's in Guysborough Cou ty. 2 

Co1nmercia l Farms by 
al;ue ?! of .. roduct · 

$1 , 20 - (!2 ,499 
$2 , SOU - $4 , 999 

5 , co -$1 4 , 999 

37 
23 

9 

' I all s ale Fa 
2rod cs , $2 O 

.~art Time 
Other 

1S , Value o 
- ,..1 , 199 

si ential 

Total 

8 1 
72 

69 

150 

. 372 

l :t 69 of the 372 farms wer classed as corru ercial 
far 1s , 1 . . , a farm wh:i.c re rte sales of ov r 1200 or ore 
for the y ar. This a finition is the one provided i11 the 1 9 1 
Census. t mi ht also be no d that a farri, was defin d as holding 
of one acre or more with sal s of agricultur 1 products value:t 
at $3 0 ort. ri ore for the ~ear. The rem ini g 303 non-comme cial 
far 1s wer,.. i vid~~a betwe'"'n small scale rati o11s ( a value of 
production twe-n 25_i and $1 , 1 99) and r sidential farms, each 
avin respectiv l y 153 and 150 ,. 

1 k Province of Nov Sc tia , iand" o of Agricu t ral Statist cs , 
19 .;.)# 

2 Ibid. 



Un er (agri ultura 
betwe n ve 

e i $ 500. 
372 far s , 

ehabilitatio an v lop ent ct) criteria th t y stri k farms and those 
with n ac eptab i o 
only- 32 oft e cou ty ' s 
in 1961. 

I is important to note ·hat 
or 8 . 6% xceede this level 

e f l lowi g ta le inclu st ein or t ion about 
fa.rm oper ions i the three . r e ject communities which was 
obt ind from t f ields r 1 . 

urme s nd Farm orkers 
rso s L ' vi on ar s 

with co lots 
w·· thou ·- odl ots 

.t. ri ultu al Jarnings (1 9 3) 
.I! a."Tii lies , • th Ga s 
l?ar '~ui.pment 

.rue 
Ha 
I a yi g .Mach:tn s 
I owers 

o gh 

Hanure Sp read rs 
Selkie Plough 

p Carts 

ppe Big 
T aca ie 

6 
1 -1 

-1 

5G4 
1 · p rs. 

l 
3 
2 

9 
9 
6 
2 
l 

Lin oln- s ny-
ville vi e 

4 
2 5- 7 fa 

3- 4 II 

2- 3 I 

0 $1 22 
3 a 

2 
1 2 

2 3 
4 
2 

2 

lies 

The d ta i ndicates t only 11 persons were classed as ar,ers or far . \ Or kers , but it is clear from t he level of 
in om ar ... d in the s tor that no o e was a le t o a a g·ood 
li ing by far.ing. Sun yvill farmers earned 16221 and t,ose 
in U per Big Tracadie earn d 504 . The figures do not ad , .uately 
represent , however , the real signifi ace of the sector o the 
resi ent:s of th .... two co, 1 i ti , b ee a s one of t e figure measure 
how much farm pro uce ·was co by the farm's owner. rtici-
pant- observors wer abl to note uri g th fields rvey con~ider-
able farm a d far,i - gar en activity in Upper Bi racadie. t w s 
felt t at t is !ill unity ·was t e os ro rous of . h hr , , ev n 
thou h t e 1-,er a i a i l'lco e f igur s s o i it to b e • he poorest. 
Th - i fference n be 'n 1 r ge me sure attributed t o o -• one r y 
income in tie f _m of s lf-~ro uce ~oo s upplies . 

section, 
fam'li s 

Th~ imp rtance of a~m wo dlo sis discussed in a later 
. t will s ffi to o erv here t at all the farm 
U) r Big .. raca ie are living o agri u t ral land 

wh ' le 0 1ly 3- 4 f rai. li~o in Su· yvill l ived on wit woodlo 
far wit wo 
be ause th re , 
available are 

l ot. Th s it ation of incolnvill i s u ique 
in the abs nee of i n ividual t i tles , the woo lots 
o • ntly used by all the o muni t'~ :5 residents. 



Farm gardens are of particular importance in Upper 
Big Tracadie where 15 persons reported having access to a garden. 
In Lincolnville there were three families with gardens . 

At this point we turn to a brief description of the 
character of the farm industry in Guysborough County. The most 
important agricultural industries are dairying and mixed farming. 
About 3.6 million pounds of milk are produced annually, of which 
50% is used on farms, 25% is sold as fluid milk and the other 25% 
is separated on the farm. The cream is sold to creameries while 
the skim milk is fed to livestock, pigs and young calves. The 
principal livestock raised are sheep, cattle and poultry. 

Of the 8 , 292 acres of improved farm land , 4 , 991 acres 
are in field crops, 1,132 acres are pastureland and the remaining 
2,169 acres was in other types of improved farmland . The field 
crop land was planted in the following way: 78% in oats and corn 
used for fodder, ~.5¾ in potatoes and 6. 5% in roots, vegetables , 
and tree and small fruits . 

The present agricultural situation in Guysborough is 
summed up in the followi~y by the agronomists who conducted the 
Soil Survey of Guysborough County, Nova Scotia:! 

There are no large markets for agricultural 
produce in the county and the distance to provincial 
markets has placed agriculture at some disadvantage 
in comparison with most other counties of the province. 
However , lack of storage facilities and organized 
production and marketing have resulted in failure to 
hold even the local markets. Some of the milk produced 
in the North Central part of the county goes to the 
Antigonish and sometimes Sydney market . 

Thus it can be seen from the foregoing survey that few 
farms exist in Guysborough County and even fewer commercial farms. 
Only 32 farms earn an income above that which ARD considers to 
be a lower limit for Canadian farms . Even the farming which 
does take place operates at a severe handicap in regional markets. 
The scope of farm operations in the three communities can at 
best be considered to be marginal . 

look at the quality of soil resources in the county 
and in and around the three communities will serve to shed light 
on the answer to the question of what potential for expansion exists. 

1 . See D.B. Cann and J.D . Hilchey , Soil Survey of Guysborough 
County, 1965 
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soils rvey of th county group 

the various in ral oils into cl sses accordin to the·r suitabi ity 
for agricultur 1 us . T even soil c bility classes r b ro n 

in the following y : 

Clas es 1 - 3 

Clas 
Clas es - 6 

Class 7 

Suitable for su tain d production OL 
co on f 1 crops 
t rginal for~ ltivat r ops 
Capa 1 of u e for -rman nt 
pastur 
Unsui able for . cul ti vat d crops 
or erma nt past re 

Most of the soil i n Guysborough county i n t w 11 
suit d for a ri ultural pr o uct.ion, a fact w ich is indicat din the 
breakdown of the soil capabili t y of th county ' s total and a ea. 

c ass P rcent of otal Lan 

Only 16 .. 6% of the tot l land area is de up of soils 
which e considered t o be suitable or arginally suitabl for 
a ri ultur al use , and tis ar i mostly in class 3 whic has 
m d r tel" s v r e limitations t t re truct the choice of rop 
and n cessitates pec· a1 con r vat ion practices. Slightl y over 
80¾ of the count y •s l nd area is classed as totally unsuited for 
agricult re. It should b noted tat class 7 soils are considered 
suitable for forestry; r er ation and wil life .. The gr atest 

rcentage of the forested lan , if it w re clear , how v r , 
wold only rise to class 6 . 

he ality of the soil near Up r Big Tra adie is 
in cl ss 3 but suffers from th li tations of hi h sali ity an 
adv rse i herent soil chara teristics. Th_ area which surroun s 
the co ity is mos ly in class 7 and is very stoney . Lincolnville 
has no good agricultural soil1 thew ol area being viewed as lass 
7 soilo Int e case of sunnyville , some homes ma b on class 3 
or cl ss 5 1an but th vast a_;ority r on class 7 la which 
mak sup the bul k of lan ar a a j c t o Gus r ugh {town) . 

·~ outloo f or incr ased f rming in Guysb rough county 
i not right bee use of the quality of th av ilable soil , and it 
is even l ss right forte three roj ect co niti s .. Noto ly 
is the soil in th se co u ities ither arginal or totall · unsuitable 
for agricultural reduction, but it ha uff red from neglect an 
th pplic tion of i prop rand out ated farm thods. Howev r , even 
u d r the best of farming techniques , tear a woulds em to repres nt 
soil capab lities f only ar inal valu . 



Ind str es 

In this ion we wa t to xami ne th~ forest nd fo est r 1 t in stries in Guysborough ount 1 , Upper Big T acadie, Lincolnvill , and Sunnyville. This category includes logging , pulpwood production and sawmill operat ions in the case of the county. In the case of the thre project communiti s we hav also included sour es of inco er late to th wooa r esour s , a.go , transporting wood , loading pulpwo d bo ts , wor ing in awmills and bo:mnills , and cutting, t ying and loading of Christ as re So This particular breakdown uts aero a num r of induatrial cl ssifi ations but akes clearer , for the pur ses of the present study , the charact r of the eco omic a.S of the thr e projected commu11i t ies. 

A brief e,camination of land resource data con-ta· ned in the 1957 forest inventory, :.Qi __ Fo s t esources Qt~ co~·a, 1 will provide a p cture oft· e extent of orest resources in the cou ty~ 

Pro ctiv Forests 
p l ted For sts 

Non- produ tiv L d and Forests 
Wa ste Land 
;gricultural an other Improved Land 
W ter 
Total r a 

cres 
75' ,ens 

3 , J74 
158 , 920 

41 , 585 
38 , 0 63 
51 , 941 

l , 051 , 6 8 

Percent 
72 .. l'¼ 

0 :. 3% 
15 , 1% 

4-o o,, 
306% 
4 . 9¾ 

10060¾ 

i htly ov r 72% of the county ' s total ar a was in ro u tive f orests. 

Total forest type lad, w ich includ s pro uctiv nd depleted forests , no - for sted and non-productiv f or s t s , and waste 1 nds , amo te to 961 , 654 cres. The pattern of ~mership istribution was as follo"ts . 

Crown L nds 
Private ·oodlots 
Other Privately H ld crest Type 

La!ld 
Total For est Type Land 

cres 
456 , 240 

56 , 091 
449 , 323 

961 , 654 

Pere nt 
47o5¾ 

, 5 . 8% 
46o7% 

1 0 .0% 

Th stri ut on of ownership of forest t ype land is fai rl equ lly i vi ed tween t e Crown and .private m ershi , the for r accountin for 47.5% ad t he latt r 52 . 5¾. 

l partm t of Lands and Foresto 
Seo ia, I rch 1958 . 



Te following t bl rovi ing pro uction ata give s an in i a io of th r lative i portanc - of the industry in Guy oro gh County ~ith r spe t to the province as a whole in l 962sl 

Sawn Pro u ts 
Softwood lu r 

r roo lumber 
oxwood 
a i lway tie 

Mine ack 
Lath 
S ingl s 

~oun t'10o Pro uct 
Pul wood, peele 

1 100d , rough 
V log 

7 , 234 
327 
354 

37 
329 
16 

65 

2, 71 
40 , 30 

9 

es 

County • 
ank in 

Nova Scoti 
9 

11 
6 
9 
c:. 
,J 

10 
4 

11 
3 
3 

roducts , ( oug) and ven -r log , greate t im o tanc int county t h respect to h provi ce. Io v r it sh uld b~ noted t at the tot 1 ro uction of v ne-r logs i not ve wignifica~t in ~ova cot · . I a ol t term rou h pulpwoo and softwood 1 ber are of g eat st importanc to both t e county • ,1d the provinc . 
Logging a it e rg._st nu r of work rs in t e l'lt i sa . • 11 t 

in tr 
awmills 

or ost of the rsons em loyed i uf ct rig s . Total e plo tin logging , reduction and w s 257 rso sin Guysboro gh cou 61~ 
Te following tabl g ve this i formati l'l . 

awmills 
Fore try 

" ploym t 
Ii' va Scoti 

2, 529 
4 , 296 

p l nt in 
ysbbrough 

39 
218 

Guys 
as% o 

. e £ regoing tabl sho s that mplo ent in o estry in the cou t y account d for 5 . of th r vin i 1 total in that s ctor. and mplo nt in sa 1.ills in Guysbor ugh was o ly 1.54¼. The county 1 fo est yo ration is a_par tly of i portan e i t hin Nov Scotia. 

and arni ng 
Lincol ville 
The d ta was 
im ortance o 

1 b' d. 

The following i r s i i ate tel v 1 of m loyment tain by bour for in Up r ig Traca ie , d Su i i for r y d forest r lated occ ati ta ·n fr he fi surv ya din icat-s th forest res es tot livelihood of t l.ese _opl. 



U per !Ug Lincoln- Su Y-Tra ville vill •mplo . nt in •or stry & 23 54 For a ed oc upations N r Labour Fore 2 9 4 p n ye orec.t r y , e c. 3 • 410 8 . % 6 .,2% Total r or stry , tc. , 258 17, 526 $42 , 344 cutting J?ul 0 7, 0 5 , 130 26 , 484 
, 724 s 75 447 960 r ;iOO 2 , 900 ;-- , 100 od oat 1 , 128 , 325 1 

2 , 900 1 
') I 00 ge 

S 0 Total nco $16 , 08 2 , 526 $62 , 53 For s t In a -r nt 51 l¾ 66 .1% 67.7% of Total Inco e 

loum,~nT i Fo forest relat d tio nt of t ot loyme ah of the three co iti s m i n r Big r t o 5 ¾ in Li c lnville in nnyvi ll . CUtt g p lpwo d as th ajor sour e of i on e i n Up er Big racadie and S nyville, wile in Lincol ville income in these tor wa more v nly ivid d betwe logging, ul o cutting, and loading an transporting wood4 Al l t e of e co uniti rived ov r 500/4 o t eir e rned in o e fr m th sector , ad this fi r as i gh as 67 .7% in un yvill . 
r • at impo e of thi.s s tor to the eco o. y oft proj c niti s i cl ar , and it akes even re signifi cant t y l w inc per worker which exists in t i ndustry . The tabl o th foregoing pag i nd i .ates that forestry an forest relat d w rkers in u r Big Traca i only earned an a.vera . e of $318 per y ar w: i le the fi r e was 460 in Lincolnvill and $504 i n Sun ville. The reason for the low income £ om th e ... tor can be best xplained by examini g th n mber of w eks an hours worked int e ctor. T· le 8 n h fol low· g page provid thi infer ation. 

ea su eu tat p_rsons working or e than O ~eeks y ar ar mployed , only 7 rson reported workin this length f tirne • n t 1... <":!ector. 'l'hi represents 7 . 2% o • the r ons mploye in for str ad forest lat occupations. The vaot ma jority, 6 rsons , or 66% of the sectors r k fore , ,ere emplo • l ss t n 26 w ~ek a y ar. Th oth r 26 rsons , or 26 . 1 , or ke b tween 27 - 39 w ks a y ar . Th s , it can e se . that the la ur fore in the sector ·ms gr atly und rutilized, an eir ost i port nt source of i ome an employm nt s wor king rt tie or so ally in forestry ad for t rela e occupations a 

! e wages which t e Neg·oes r c ·v din the ector o not ee to out l ine with ages r ec i v d by others in si ilar occu tions. Th urv y w ich was one for the Nov cot · 



inimum age Board ind'c of \vag sin ogging an 
ed , for ample , the 11 wing structure ranspo t tion in G ysborougho 

·lo. :30 · or s 
l . l or l s 

$1. 
$1 . 4,5 
$1 .. 50 or more 

ta.l urv d 

in Loqqing % 
36 1.9 12 13 .. 9 15 17 .. 5 
3 26.7 

86 100. 

Noe in Transport 
7 

5 
12 

5 .. 3 

41 .. 7 
10 oO 

urs ed in 10 d r source oriented o cupat n by rsors living in Up r Big Tracadi , lle and unnyville 

1-13 
e·s 3 hr .. lore tha 5 hrs. 14 - 26 ,e,,.,k 

L ss th n 35 hrs. 1 re than 35 hrs. 27- 39 weeks 
Less than 35 

r than 35 hrs,, 4u - 52 we ks Less than 35 hrs ., lDre tan 35 hrsc 
Tot l 

n 

ti 

" 

" 

u r ig 
Tracadie 

r 
II 

II .. 
II 

fl 

r w., 
ti 

7 
7 

6 
4 
2 

17 
Source ~ Co unity Surv y , Summer 1964 

11 
0 
l 

11 
3 
8 
2 
l 
1 
2 

2 

26 

unny-
ville 

11 
11 

20 
5 
5 

1 
5 

13 
5 
l 

54 

Total 
26 
25 

l 
38 
25 
13 
26 
10 
16 

7 
1 
6 

97 

1 This i elude logging, cutting pulpwood , trans rting an' 1 ading wood , working i a bcr 11 an a sa ill , and cuttin , tyin and 1 ading Christmas trees. 

ere \\fa h ve ge dat for workGrs int e three Negro co uniti s , ·tis list low. 
cutting ulpwood on r on l .t, per hour cut 4 i g woo ors wmi.11 on Cape r ton 1.00 r our Tying & Loading Chri~tmas tr· 9 1 .. 0 r hour Tr nspo ting Wood Tre armer 2.00 per hour Driving T ck 1.00 hour Loa ing ulpwoo ats 1. 25 per hour Forking at Boxmill l., per hour 



,._, Ii i . 1ag(a s rvey in ice.tee that 41 . ¾ of the s 1rv y workers in loggi g are recei v1ing • 1. 00 or less , and t he ld survey ata f r o r t y ind.' cat s • that • t e Negro rork rs ar earning $1. 00 
p r hour. I th case f transportation , 5 . 3% of those surveyed for th . nimum wage board received 9 ¢ or Jess , while Negroes in the 
thr e ro j ect co , uni ties w· re recei vi.rig 1 . O per hour to drive 
trucks or $1.2 ... r "'our for loa ing pul wood boats. On the basis 
of t.tls evi ence t.er woul ot appear t o e any wage di cri ination 
as • tw N gr nd Whit workers. 

a woodlots were of some signifi cance tote economy 
of Gu rou h oun-ty as i s inj icatecl in the following table. These 
fi res ar based o:n census figures for . 1960 and show the value 
ad amount of fo est products out and forest pro ucts sol on farm woo lotsQ 

Total Value ( ollars) 
Far rting 

odland ea of Fars 
rting (acres ) 

.Fuelwood (oor ) 
ulpwood , rohgh( or·) 

Fence Posts ( no . } 
V neer Logs (mbd£t) 
Sawlogs (rnbd£t ) 
Poles and ilings ( no ) 
Pit pro s (cord) 
0th r Forest roducts 

(dollars ) 

Forest Pro-
d cts Cut 

$118 , 840 
242 

44 , 97 

1 , 750 
3 , 0 39 
9 , 088 

80 
787 
243 

orest Pro-
ducts Sol 
$100 , 682 

21 ,. 
3 , 289# 
1 , 560 

80 
753 
237 

21 , 365 
# The amount sold excee s t~e amount cut during th 

riod as a result of the sal of xisting inventories 

Of the county•s 372 farms , 242 or 65¾ reported earnings from woodlots in 1960 . To al earnings on sales of forest products 
amount to $100 , 68 2. B making u - of pr due tion da~a for the forest industry in 1962 ( provided in the previous section) , and 
assumi g that l 62 filJUres are not gr eatl diff rent than those for 1 60 , it can be estimated t hat 85% o the v .eer lo production and 8% of the pul.1: o ( rough basis ) production in · uys orough 
County were obtained from farm roo lots. 

No stimat is a vaila· le of the value o 
obtained on woodlots in the three communities. It is 
t t some use is made of thei In Upper Big Tracadie 
h use ol s legally own woodl ots , and those who do not 

wood products 
l own , ho\oteVer , 
15 out of 2 

wn wood are 



to ut o rivate woo 
Little ·woo ms 

fiel survey indi 
eir hol i gs . 

lots for •. st pag ri e of 
ut u r this a · r nge ent, 
at d that ·roodlot o,m rs i 

Li. lnvill t rather if r nt o tuati n ,,. 
r no privat o t Inst ad th r e is an area 

o f e mil m 'Wtl c v le ilich is the o., n 
pro r e c unit i - t ad a i fr to cut there . 
It is d t t t n ... r ons . e u of th co mon 
woodl int rv . It ·s also worthy of not- th.at only 
t 10 of 4 hous hol in Lincolnville hav clear title to the 
land on c thy re livi g . 

Onl tirelve of u yville 11 s 53 hous hol s have too lot:z , 
and whiie ' resi'd nts in the unity resp ct t ,e v· li ity o·- their 
ot-mership, it i s qu stio a that th y have legal title . Of the 
1 2 'l!JOodlot o rs , onl a ut. 6 of them mak much s o f their 
holding . J,Us a i n Up r Big Tracadi , Sunnyville reai t s 
can usually cut on privat woo lots f or a st page pric of $5 . 00 
per cor . s • result o a pr opriating woo ·1and ar as fro 
Sunn vill r sid nt for fai lure t o y ' ac tax s , t. munici..: l ity 
also as a 1 of land i the rea . ood can b cut on this 
land for a. pag,~ price f 

ova wCO • of Forestry offi ials hav 
in i cate n i vl t t the qualit y of roo 
resourc s 
high quality . 
a limit amo 

ots , u.1 . t ies was not of v ry 
e fe i1as cpr ssed that ,:;.Sid from providing 
f p-1.1 't , f uelwoo for local consumption "' d 

e for 
~r lo a l ..-::: s , the be s t use of the woodlots might 

a Christ mas tr e rop . 

s ar a~ this survey 
rese. t e ono ic significa ce of the 

woo l ots , in te_ so produ tion , n 
very reat . Littl · wood i ct na sol , 

ay i st f r Christ h as tre pr o u t ion L. 
t o any gree . 

s ustries 

ab l to asc~rt • , the 
nd ~o unity el 

ee ~O, r1u iti s i not 
·i1hat potential wl ch 

n ;..<: ~c.,w bei xploi t 

r mai s e tor in whi h eml,, Jrs of the labour 
fo r e in Up r Big Tr , incolnville and ou yville 
~a t o al o 4 persons , o 27. % o the l a ur f ore 

was i v lv d i n cot .unity a d rson 1 s • r ic s . 'l'he br ,.akdo°il'm 
for all t hree co nities betwa n ,t hese t, cat ori sis as 
fo lows : 



Female Total 
co :unity s rvi 5 4 9 

rsonal Services 2 3 ., 32 
To l 7 34 _l 

Th cv rwhel,ing maj rit~ oft ose e gag-din~ rvices 
were wo do sti s n tl e r ·on l ervice gro p.. 'rhe:r war 
em ... loye • o 1y for short riods of time ach •~ ar , so th t despite 
t ir e nt gewi e m 9 i t e la,our for •, theJr contribution 
to the cor.u it inco.e v,.ry s all~ Total incom for the 
servic n stry i l ' s d o by cat ocy~ 

f 1 F: o.l~ To al 
ity .-:.>ervi e $7 00 $37 (} $ll i 580 

1 ervi es 2240 379~- 6 , 034 
10 8 040 7574 17 , 614 

is r fle ted 
l v..._l 'of ar i ~ s r wor r in e e iC> ctor 

r -r apita arn1ngs which re l'st d low. 

• Co IUnity Servic 
r onal rvices 

e 
1500 
1220 

Total 
$1') 7 

188 

\'ro xe s i n the two groups r coiv d m h l "gher 
pe_ c pita 1 v of earninc:s than did th women, t ough ·wo:.en en aged 
in th co nu ·t servic s ha a higher per capit.a rn ng lovel than 
hey did in the r onal rvic~s cat ory . In tho lat r, per 

ca.pita arning 1 re nl - $126 or women, a figure which re· lect.s 
t e short ur tion of their employ en.ta rather low ~ra9es ~ ' Oman 
dornest • s earned pp oxirnately 3 .. 00 r day. 

to the 
to tho t 
17.4¼ o~ t e 
brealtdO'lffl is 

i 'jf an pars""nal s rvicea were les 
whole , in t rms of , ployment , t t 

... ro · ct coi unities. In Guyshorough County 
labour force was ·nvolv din hese gr ups. 
as follows ~ 

Co, nunity Services 
ersonal Servi es 

Fe a_e Total 
326 466 
155 l 3 

important 
e we 
nly 

T'he 

Pere nt 
12., 7 

4., 7 

In th- project co. Juniti s 
find any ~ervic~s at 1. J 1 ret il and 
be rchaaed o tsid ~e con !ties ot 

th . ael vcs .one do s not 
rsonal s rvices ,ust 

1nts som~ dist nc awny -
v n for simp e gro cry 1 

ail stor near 
located in .. ~o ast. ry, a ut four mi e 
of th f .ilies get ai roe ries .. 

t Upper Big Ta di re 
ii y. t is her tha mos 

Tracadie is nother four mile 



bG ond t- nastery ad of r similar fac 'liti s ~ Both dry goods , c r ~ts and car ervice f ci iti s o re irs an rs ar available ta point o the mai etwe n i nast • tigonish, a clistan e f about from per Big 

co un.'...-cies 
Chain saw 
hig w: y 
en ,iles 

s i tuation in Lincolnvill is not as avourable al::i i n Upper Big Tra a i , sine in or r to obtai the sa,tle services Li n olnvil er ~i ents . st trav 1 a o t 7½ iles t o i ther Monastery or Boy ston. Chain saw re irs and parts are availa le from a de ler who is locat about tro mils from Boylston off t e main roa .. 
Sunnyv • lle resid nts ave a wi.der rang e of servi es available tot em since t e c ,unity s loc te o th outskirts of Guysborough. Its &oul ·e noted, tho gh, . that so e of the co nunity •'s r sid ts live a ,..ar as three 1il es away. 
The lack of rt i l ands rvice outlets ne rer to t e u iti s must nsidered as a severe har ship a n omic co. t. . en a chain saw • rea1cs own , for p i y for he wor· er to trav 1 .any mile t o get it •• re . not wi1 a ca , the o l y alter ative y Jo.• to pay someone to ta .. e i m to the • re.., a r acili.ties. The saine , s tru of the other services whi h are ne ded in th-orru: u ity, such as gr oc ries. 

As . the cc. --a ni ties increase their in o I i11 the uture, th es oul be a gro~ ·ng .ar ket for sn<:;tll gr ~cery i t s , house old it , as we 11 an the range of . onsumer goo non ally carri din a canteen~ It wou seem l i~ ely that e hone o t he co .uni t i es may be in a position t provide l - 2 jobs in this se tor. If speciali~ation i n forestry continues to do inate , it , ight e poa ibl - f r ach "'Orr u i t -y to have a er.a.i n saw t ec 1.anic -at le stint e co .unit y of greatest~ cializati on. 

I c me 

The total income of the three connunities has been calculated fr • corn.bi at ion of sot rces a d a s a esul t the ti e of the various omponent~ i not . always uniforr1. ssenti ally trt d t o ascert in individ al i n o es for a riod of one y ar pr'or to the interview. Th -: i eld survey , thrt is t. r sponse o"" the communities 11 re~i 1 ts, was t· ost i portan sourc of in o r mation, ut it ,,.ras up l et ent ;d y figures for public trans:c r ymen·ts obtained from public record"' . 

f igure» f or i o e whic . ar- rovi ed int; e 9 on the following page re resent to al di s pos bl· inco. e in t.1 t ee ommunities , that is to say total incorae aft r ation. 



How v r, t e 
v ry s a 1 so 
level of res.., 

yea rio t o t 
210,425, or $3 

o tax,.._,,s id in th t 
posabl e i co~ figure 

.ea . co, unit es is 
lsu r esents th 

• is duri g t e 
to have ·ee 

c ·i gur can be 
put in s t ....... ~··-~· g a sposa l 
i nco s County p cotia and ca a in 196lo This 
• fo ma n _ d b~low; 

Thr e ro~ 
G s orough 
Nova Sc ti 

nad 

i 

r.1 unt p r 
cap · 

113 
.00 

Three Co munities 
as ¾ or gion 

ll)O "O:to 
54Q2% 
28.8% 
23.2% 

Upper Big Tracadi , L o vill :,. u d ounnyville ea _e 
coll cted from t a s r :,a ents o 21 "= the 1961 per 

capit i posabl 'ncome level o s o Cou -Y• .n r l tion 
to ova Scotia • d Ca a, ho,rever, th co i u i tie.:. r c-j_ ved only 
28.8% ft e provincial isposa le inco e level and 23 .2¾ of the 
nat ·o al level . 

• t o Linc l •1i lle a 
Sunnyvj.ll w re o tl i 337 r spe tive y . 
In the c se f Upp T a r c ita i co e wa , 
only $288. T s i o isl ading as am sure of the 
well being o e i t y ·• s • co . red to Lineal ville 
and ~ ille ec f t e of su sist nee a(jri lture 
and • ng . I ion t rsons engaged • n farming 
ther 15 e·so s ,aint in ens an pro uced for their 
own ion. This 11in 01 e in ,kind " a ;;.; n tenter the monetary 
st sul t in an n restimation of income . l• • ny 
ob o ee r Big racadie has the h ghest living stan ard 
of e 

TaDle 9 al op ovi es s with a brea do~m of income b source. t se the jor ivisio • s - etween ar d income 
a d transfer ym :nts. F r he three ·· co.rnunities only one-half of 
the t inc e from current earninga, while t e rest was 
i th or o ol ag pensions , sability pensi ns, youth nd family 
a lo cs, s cial assi stance, unomp o ,et insuran ef relief and 
ot er tran fr yme.ts. 

" ned • nco Sunnyville a ou e 
oft o munity "s income while i n the ot hers it s 

for 56 . 3% 
round 2- 43%. 



The way • n ,hich earn d inco ta istributed 

tries is outl ' ed in L le l o • e fol lowing geo also contai s • formati n a'.bout t istribution of • twe r. al an f , ales o I t c be readily s en that. stry s all three co .uni t i n provi e s early t ... t t learned inco The r ai ing 33/ is rat or t hinly ong agr·cultu e , fishing , const uctio portation , tra e ands rvic s. S rvice in ustri s r t.e oth r g r oup w i h represen s a v r y subctantial amou t of inco ·: t was 16. ?,; of t .;;; tot . It w s in this area t m-n ma o their contribution . 

1able 11 on the follodng g giv ..., Cl, fu t or i i ation of e way ncome is : tri uted. Th- av rage earned inco e . r uorker is sho, ·)y s x .i.Or '"'Ch co uni y together ·with an ind:..-...atio of how it is d i s .ribut d as bettre ... n i nco e bracl ets,, 

l l_s in Sm-myvil e an Lincolnvill~ rec ~iv 
an le • $ ~, J97 rs· ct·v ly tldl 
U Bi r ived o lyJ ~7f_,3·~ Tlte r ason 
- e Tr ie and th ot~- corm d. i ti 
0 inco i ich is r c 1.v f rom a _ri ulttr1... t here , (;i. whi •h s sent or of mini ~1 importance tn Lincolnvi lle an 

average 

;;.'.'.) e. 
facto 

uyvi lle .. 
The ave age ual earni ngs fo foma rs ·s v r y low i n all thr e com1'i uni ties, i l it \I $ per wo1~k, Th~ figc1.re was $306 i U r ca e an n nyville o Th low average ea amo i l n oi. .a , 11hat mis-lea in eca1se it d not take into ra on t ge n r of wel ~ar1;:: chil n •• n ·h t y oo c and o r $7500 s port bz uth s . of this mon ,. o a are c , some of it i - s p_o by conv rt tog a ousehol s . 

, ut of •m.,~,..,.,._ 1 abour force 11:. , o_ 77%, 
han $ , 000 rsons , or 16 . l¼ arn b-tween .. 000 . Nin ~r t.!2 , 000 to $4 , 000 and only r rne over , 000 . Th _ s are ially enli htening 
1. r s t hat he l Gove nt re r r , non=f arm o~ les than sin at i cting a of its anti - , v rt1, p :3 to f ies i n ca gory .. 

coiposition o th 
s ,..,.twe n ommu T v rious 

their i.. rt • co 

So ial A ta e 
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1 
2 

Yout h n ' ly • llo C S 3 
. is ili 
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0th r 
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6 
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s v ried 
acco di 

a what 
to 

Lin oln-
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3 

2 
4 
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ny-
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1 
2 
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7 
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I:n 
n yo 

communi ies social assi t an e , ol ge 
""ns1ons , 

't s , 
l y allowances ,ere the three most import t 

a.mo nte 
o ewhat 

rec ive 
h lea 

betwe 

To al pu lie trans~ 
o $1 5 , 356 for the rtod surv 

as betwee uniti s . On a 
t h1 hest amoWlt , l 9 

t , 42 per person 1 ss , or 
with$. 3 pr ca ita . Th s ~i 

Uppe g raca i e 
Lincoluvill 
Sunnyville 

Pop latioi 
128 
1 :)1 
32 

Total 648 

ts t t e t l-ir comm niti s 
though th size vari d 
ita i i colnville 
and • • r ec ived 

20 , 860 
36 , 01 9 
8 , 477 

1 05 , 3r::6 

s) 

as in 
1 w: 

pi-ta 
sfer 
ents 
163 
189 
147 
1 3 

Te total tax ontri ution o t co 
not available , · ut i t is ssu ed to be v ry o l a.us 
lev l of inco e and a se oft. e ar nt l va of e pr operty 
own d . Only a few p rsons reported pa i g any inc t a;: and the 
atount was neg i gible . 

So ewhat better infor mation is a'l.rai lable about proper y 
taxes levie and collect din ea h of the co . niti -s but ev- n this 
i s t co plete . 

All the hous ol i n Up1 ~r g Tr adie are assessed 
according to the municipi rat es d the amounts of taxation vary 
from $9 . 00 t o slightly over 100 r y ar . Vlo t of the famili s fall 
f r sh rt of the axi, u assessment . It is sbi ated t at only 50,G 
of the farnili spay their truces r gul arly and of tho e who do not , 
there ar several who are many d ~ades in arrears . Only two of the 
households are in a positi n wher any in o e ta:( is relevant . 

I Lin olnville e ve .,. houg i s assess an i 
b tween $ o. . oo and $30 . 00 "r y ar . s far as i s knoim, howev r , only 
one per on pays his taxes ever year , tho gh there are two or thre 
ot rs who may pa ui te regularl y . ,Jo o in Lincolnv 11 earns 

no h sot at after de tions t here is any taxa:>le inco . 

Th total :u i cipal tax bill in Sun yville ounts to 
45 00 annuall y , ·ut of the 53 hou hol sonly 15 p y heir t ax s 

re l rly . Te in ivi ual assessm~nts range f rom 9 . 0 to 100 . 00 
,d th most o them f alli g b twe n $ 0 - $50 . Onl y a f w person 

ay i ncome t .es . 



I 

Te lev~l of per capi . rso al i co e varies considerably 
a between th t ce communiti a th r a surrounding t em~ For 
the p~rp ses of compa iso we have used the 1961 cnsus data for 
Guys ro gh ounty nd for Nov cotia , and th 1964 su v~y data for 
U er ig Traca i , Li ol vile d u :yvill .. The following lev l.., 
of per 1ap ta isposa 1 incom w r e .. ·ablishe earlier in this 
pap r : 

Thr e roject uniti s ( J.9 4) 
Guysborough cou t ( 19 l} 
Nova Scotia ( 196) 

,325 
600 

1130 

O of th~ o jective~ of pu c po icy is clearly to raise 
he level of inco • n th roj t co1 ,m1u. ti s d ri g the next f 

years .. We suggest rather ar itrarily that a •riod of from two to 
three years be chos n as at rg t . This shoul be cufficientl y long 
for he i ct of progr~s u e :ta wit. ·nth next 1 - 1 onths 
to e felt within • e target period . 

he first q est ion ,~hi h w,Q I ust 
her is w t income targ t sh e sele t . 
d sirable to im at :iais.1.n t · vel of inco e 
communities to the Nova S~ot·an level , but 01 
th dim nsio s of t • s ta_;,, are such that t e 
to e hievable in the nnar future . 

dress ourselves 
It \'JOUld s e 

in the project 
closer ex .ination 
goal oe not ppear 

.In order for inco e in the roj t co 11uni ties to rt.a.ch 
the 1961 per cap ta 1 vel in va Seo ia , t tal income would h~ve 
to increase by 265~1 , fro the rese t 1 964 1 vel of '210 , 425 to 
$76 , 52 . 2 This latter f i re inclu es an additi nal 5% 1,,1hi h 
woul have to earn beyond the isposabl income in ord rt 
pay the tax s a crud at t h higher lev 1 o inco e . 

If tra sfer yments rem ir1 t e same i n the three co I uni ti s 
($105 , 356) total e rned income woul • have to b 6 3 , 496 a 'l' is 
implies the mployrn nt of 138 ·rork rs at ~2 . O -r hour who wor k 48 
hours a we k , 50 weeks a year . In other words , it would necessary 
for n arly the entire labou orce ,, at its pr s si e , to be fully 
em loyed at a wage level far in exc ss of the going wages in the 
ar a 1 s indu"'try~ This is no realistic short term goal ( two to _ 
throe year) , tboug the long range aim of pub i polic would seem 
cle rly to ring the t ee commu ties and Guysborou Couty up to 
th- Nova coti n level f r ca.pit i come . 

1 
See ge 5i, 

2 This assumes that population rem is table 
3 'l'he es io of tra sfer _, aym nts is dis usse b · l ow. 



,or ~ re lisci goal would be to 
ra.i"e th r c pita level o i Big ·racadie, Lincoln-
vill an Su nyville within two tot y ars to lev 1 u 1 
to t~ ,,_ 1961 Guy orou b Cou. •igure of '600 , "'r not quite the 
double o the pres n 1 v lM 

~his oal i ples th t total inco e ust rise rom 
$210, 425 to $4 9 , 263 , or by 4/ . T" isl tt r fi re also in lu es 

u di tio• 1 s,-> to cov r tax acclfital s . 011ce gain assuming that 
transfer payi ents re a i e (, 105 , 356) , it 1ill 1 e 

n ,.,_ sary or total earn din o th thr e communi ties t o 
rise to 3 3 , 907 . TF.c .,l v 1 of p oyment soci te with 
this in ·igur wou 1 27 person working full tim at 
$1 . 00 _ The -;,rorJting year ain rissu ed to o 8 
hours a 50 ·es y iage rate o $1 . 00 er 1 
l ur s n line tit ng paid in s t emplo me 1t . 

Before v o on to xa i niore closely the employment 
goals , 1 us turn riefly to he qu stion of 1 vel of transfer 

yments . It seems un ikely tl,at welfare e:itpcn i tures , ill fall 
int short run , si ce ch ubstantial it- as old age pensions , 

• t pensJons , you a a • 1y . al· o . a ces a d ai •• to welfare 
cannot b cxpec t d cllne . e ief .i,; ayments and so ial 

assi c are t i teL, s i • 0eem most li ··el.. to r gis 0r i . 1.., iate 
declines or favorable i.nc an mpln _nt conditions . In the 
case -~ pl nt i an s th r • ar .. ever al reasons 
v o t ct a e n expe di ture." . irst , in reased 
employment opportun ti s wi l -:1rob •• 1 en ourage new ntries into 
tne labou, rke , and people who had o· pr viou ly attem ted to 
find -1ploymen becaus o.: the p-lessn-ss of th_ situation may 
no rv e;;rin to qu lify for u:ne ploynen ins ranee . Se ond , the labour 
force will alif for lar ' enefits w er co itions of more 
favoura le m loyrnent , i . e ., a"' they i ,crease the number of week ... 
t11ey work , they are eligi le to r • cei v be f its over a longer 
period . Thus , it is assumed bere th ton balance blic transf r 
payme ts will remai the a_e for he sl rt run period. 

It as alr y been 'mp11· in he rece ing aragraph 
that tle size of the 1 our f orce is expected to be larger as 

mployment opportunities incr ase . s i due first of all to 
th• fat that many en ands rre worn who previously removed them-
se.l v s from the ran~ s of active job g eJrer # becaus jobs \-;ere not 
to be found , ,ill now r e - nter t e la our market . In the secon 
pl c man o t e 1 rge n 'er of ersons und r 1 now wil be 
enter in the la our force • n t r1e next t'\rro to tl'u:-ee years . I • i..; 
esti,ate that 65 ales an femal swill reach 15 years of ge 
within th- n xt three ears. y of th m wil l remain i hool 

l 
See g S-3. 



he, . beyond a e and i the s of woa c y ·ill unli" ly a h.i to obt nt kind 0 work . here Will be 38 -1 s who ill '±- ch 15 y a g urin oj eta · rio • . It is ar itrar:.i.ly ass · ed her t nly 20 0 1 ctively en er t l ur orce . The oth ei her r hool or migrat • 
t pre.:.ent ther are 32 rsons working ore tl an e~s a year. If these are con i r to f 11 tim jobs , t hen it will be nee s~ary to find eith r 9 new full ti~ jobs or so e o binat'on of full time jobs and se so al ~mploy ent in O-der to obtain the 1 -vol of income in i ated a ve . reasona 1 t rget for new mployment ould ee .. to be 55 n " full ti.. Th.is rn ans th n that in addition to t ese and the 32 er..isting full ti (-;) jobs , there Fust b- 80 art time job which involve an v~rag of 25 we cs of e pl ent per y ar. e tot l la our fore im lie is 167 p rsons ( 32 plus 55 plus 80) , or 18 mor than the pres t 1 bou force . This allows for a ver y modest growth in then er of worker , but it se .s .reali ... ti since some utwa.r migration will st certai ly occur~ especial.Ly in male ag class s wher rtici tion in the labour 'for is normally very h gh .. 

Thes t rg t~ re ed on wh t seems to er asonabl in view of the in oration at hand , an t ey ar n t bas a on sophis-ticat d t chni so proj ction . T income a employm nt tar ct whi h have en sug eating r su ri ed low: 
Per capita i co 
Total i co 

arn d 
Public Trans£ r ayments 

Labour For 
Full i e Jobs , iating 
Full Jobs , New 
art Tim and Seaso al Jobs 

Time for Implementation 

osts of Pov rty .!:.Q. =-=.,;;:...:;;..,_ 

303 , 907 
105 .. 356 

32 
5 
80 

$600 
$409 ,. 263 

167 

2 - 3 ye rs 

Th first step in ss saing how much public ex n itura is ju tifi din a program of conomic an soil d v opm tis to d t-rmin , at least in ualitative ter s , but p f ra ly in quanti -t tiv terms , what the conomic costs of poverty r to soci•ty. 
'l'hes costs ay e ollm.'ling way : 1) th rs t inco for gon caus t e hu an and materi 1 r esour s ar un rutili d , 2) th r welfar _ payments whi ch m st be ma e because people can not adeauat ly care for th• selv-s , an 3) t e log range costs which rise from th f ct :'lat th pov-rty of one g ner tion be omes t t of anoth r unl ss the vicious ircl of poverty is rok n . 
If w co der 600 per api ta a s r ali.s t ic i ediate incom go l or th ·e corn.mu iti -s , th pres nt inco eing los int ese co unitia outs an ually to be v ry nearly $200, 000 ( 198 , 38) . In ot ~r words ch y r gross provincial produ is 



smaller by some multiple of $200,000 , because not only do we lose this 
amount, but we also lose the income which would have been created in 
series of income and spending cycles. 

Since the population of the three cormny.nities is likely to con-
tinue to show some increase, the amount of income needed to generate 
a $600 per capita income level .will also grow. Thus losses of income 
will continue to grow with populati on . 

The goal of $600 per capita is an immedi ate, short term goal and 
represents a parity with the county. Since the level of income in the 
county will hopefully not stagnate, the maintenance of a parity with 
Guysborough will also involve an ever growing income requirement in 
Upper Big Tracadie , Lincolnville and Sunnyville . In the long run the 
goal ought to be a widespread reduction of income differ entials through-
out the province and the country. If the three communities remained 
a pocket of poverty within a similarly affluent group of counties , 
provinces and country , the economic l osses implied will be many times 
those suggested at the outset of this section . For example , had we 
chosen to compare the three communities with the provincial level of 
income in 1961 , the impl ied loss would have been $558 , 427, or over 
twice as much . 

Thus it can be concluded that loss of income1o society as a 
result of poor economic performance will accelerate over time unless a 
substantial public effort is made to improve employment opportunities 
and incomes in the project communities. 

t the present time welfare payments exceed $105 , 000 annually or 
approximately one-half of total income. Taxes collected in the three 
communities, either in the form of property. taxes or i ncome taxes , are 
a negligible amount . In other words, i f the present state of economic 
conditions continue, society will have to continue to bear a heavy, 
if not increasing, welfare bur den . 

If a developnent program is undertaken at some temporarily in-
creased public expense , it may be justified by t he reduction of welfare 
costs and the increased ability of the communities to pay their share 
of the welfare burden through increased income taxes . Old age pensions, 
youth and family allowances and disability pensions are unlikely to be 
agnificantly reduced since changes in these items are less directly tied 
to t he level of economic well being in the communities. Social assist-
ance , unemployment insurance and relief payments , however , may very 
likely be r educed substantially over a reasonable period of time. These 
three items only amounted to $27 , 425 , so this reduction may not be of 
such great importance. What would seem to be more im rtant is the 
ability of the Negro communities to contribute more t o the public coffer, 
since this increased revenue could not only justif y the continuing wel-
il.re payments, but could also justify the public i nvestment in a social 
and economic developnent program in the communities . In addition to 
their direct tax contributions , the income and spending which is gen-
erated by the increased income in the Negro communities will also gen-
erate additional tax revenues which will hel p to meet the costs of 
social and economic developnent. 

In addition to the factors discussed above , there is a long range 
cost whic is incurred by society when the vic ~ous circle of poverty is 
not broken. There is a tendency for the attitudes and habits which 
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gen rat poverty to be transmitt - fr o. one genera tion to another and 
thus to perpe tu ate th economic losses t o ociety over time . The older members of th•, t hree nE.g-"o ommuni ti s may not b abl e t o mak the ad -justments t ha t fully adeq at e dev l opment program wold pl ace on 
t hem; t c best h a s ch,ty ca1 do i to ii prove on a marginal itu -tion . n best chance for braking the pov •rty cy l e is in reaching t he younger generat ion t hr oug various programs nd he l ping them to develop 
sociully us eful occ at ion . 

, part f rom t e i rect nd indi ect , t h . ort run and l ong un 
ec ono. i c loss s t o t . e community, tl r is a 11h01 area of human and s oc i l co3ts which by t hemse l v s would j ~t ify a _rogram o development . Nhen t 1e human , ocial nd conomic cos t ar • t aken t oget her the need fo r action mus t be seen a im erative . 

Emplo yment Alt .rnati.Y.§.§. 

A key ques t ion w i ch .~t be consi ered r arding mployment a t er-na t ives is where peopl e i n t he t _r e communities are go ing t o liv . I f one assumes t hat government polic is t o "l p -Eorle move out of wh · are essent ially t hree i sol at ed c ommuniLi s , one .a t o al so az- ume t at t he governmBnt is aiming to enc urage and ass i s t t he ent ry of t hese peopl e into indus t r i a emp oyment s ince i t i unli ke ly t hat t hy c an or c:.>hou l d be mo ved t o locations her ne'1 empl oyment opportuniti s are in t he primary sec t ors ~ Un l ess t he second as~ um t· on is mad e , t he govern-ment might only b promoti g t . e t rans~er of povert y f rom one l ocat ion t o anot her - probabl y f rom rura l t o urban area . 
Th bj ctions t o such a policy , at l eas t as a shor t ru policy (five years) , are numer o s . F'rs t of a_l t e peo l e t hemselves ar - n t anxiou s t o move in t he ma j ority f cases nd wh t is more t hey a e not psyc fio l o~ically pr e ared t o move into a new, mar hal _enging and some -times I os t ile environme nt. Secondly , indus trial opport unities in Nova Scot ia nd a ti ular l y Guysboroug ounty ar limi t ed and t re exists a sit ation of high unempl oyme t and und rempl oyment . In t er ms f qualificat ions t e Negr o s from Upp8r Big Tracadie , Lincol nvi l e and 3unnyvill ar not able t o compe t easily wit h ot er available ma npow•r b caus t hey lack i ndus tr ial experienc and f orma l educ at ion . Third , in vi ew of t hB firs two point s, it is un l ikely t hat t e be ef its of a who l e ale mov ment of peop - f rom h·s• ommuni t ie will out weigh t h economic , social and uman coc t s , at least i n t es ort run . Public olicy shoul d id ed t ake th viev in t he long run ( t wenty years) t hat th Negro~ ,, s1 ould be ma e ble t o mov anywhere with t e expectation of r e e iving an equal o port unit y to obt in m l oyment , i . e ., t ha t t hy will no t b at a disa van t age because o a la k of edu at ion , skill s or t pro r ,psyc ol ogi al se t. 

~1nce people are not lik0 ly to move away f rom t h commu ities n masse , e i t er b cause t hy do not wa nt t o or ar unable t o • it i s c s -sary for publ i c olicy t o concentra t e on t h sort er r un t as k of finding empl oyme t opportu.ities wit hin t l genera l geographic area and w· in the xisti g economic truct r of t he commu ities and t he county . Agricul t ur , ores t ry and s r vi c t ype i ndus tries accounte for over 95% of t h -mploy ent in the t hre communit ies . Agr iculture doe not offer any rea l istic e pl oyment opport unities , and at be~t it will remain a 



s ource of ome f ood for ome con sumpt ion . Sin e mos t of t he person 
who er e involved in serv i ce indus tr ies we r e women w o performed occas -
siona l work as dome t ics, ·t seems un i ke l t at t his sect or will be 
a larg source of income _ 

Fores t ry , apart r em being t he sector wer e 60% oft e employment 
occurred , i s a l so t ' e ctr w i h slows t he mos t ·otential for g owt h . 
The pe opl.. .. in t he t r J gro commu • ti s are l ocat ed on l and wi t h 
woodl ots or wi t h ace ss to woodl ots , and live v r y close t l ar ge tract s 
of crown land wh i c 0 1 t ai s ona i derable ~ote t ial ly merchantable 
t i !nber ·and 1 pwood . . The e i s t cn ce of t wo l a g ul. and p · pe , pro-
due rs a, d s r al J l pwood e por t er s in t 1e area has crea t ed in rec nt 
yea r s a subs t ant ia l dema d or wood re $our s . An ot er f act or which en-
ha nc t he pr ~p2 ct of de v l oping empl oyment opport uni t ie i n t he f r-
es try sector i t e consider abl e experienc ~ whi ,h t he ma j orit y f t he 
'workers have i t e voods . I t wou l d not be ec _ss ar y t o t rain t he l a our 
fo r e _o new jobs in this rea , e cept per, aps in some spec ial cases 
d i s cuss€d b lo . Le t s l ook brief ly at t e r ange of pportun i t ies i n 
forest and f or2s t r 0 l at e occu ,at ions w. ic s uld be consider d. 

• i) I m2rovemen J. of ·rown Land 

Bet ween Mulgr ave and Lincolnville the r e are bet w en , 00 and 
30 , 000 a res of er wn l and w ich doe - not up ort mere ant abl timb r 
a t th pre ent time and wh i ch is i n i eed of int ensive man agement . W il-
t he f or s t cover i not of ext r emel ig qua l i t y, its proximit y t o 
pu lpwood buyers , its l arg acr e age and i t s i mport ance a an industria l 
wa t er sup ly area mak i t dev i rabl e t o put the l ad under i nt ensive 
forest management . 

It is t ima t ed t at t he are , ass mi ng 20 , 000 ac r es of good ore - t 
l and under care f ul ma na g~ment, wil l be abl e t o rodu ce 10,000 cor ds per 
year . At t he pres ent pr ic es being pa id f or del ivery at t he mi l t . is 
repres ts a va lue of 150 , 0 0 annually . t t he mome nt 20 mi lion 
ga ll ons a da are be i ng ex t ra t ed from t he wat er suppl y for indus t rial 
pu~ oses int e area na t he es timat d capacity is 36 mi ll io. ga ll ons a 
day . This i s _a ver y i mport~nt -ute wh ichr needs •t o be protect ed by prop r 
ma na gement of t he whole fores t area . 

Ther i r eason t o xp~ ct t hat at l as t 25 full t i me jobs coul d 
be er a t ed f or t h p r p os ~ ·of manag ing and improving t he l and in order 
t o bring i t p t o f ull ·rodu tion • nd i n ord r t o prot ect t he wat er sup~ 
pl y area . Thi - em- l oyment coul d b gin immed iat ely , or ra t her as soon 
as a progr am cou l d be ~or ked ou~ be t wee n t he provincial au t horities and 
t he l es sor of t he crown l and . , 

Once 
per yea r 

t he l and as been brought up t o f 11 prod ct ion , 10 , 000 cords 
i t i s es t imat ed t ha t 50% of t he price pa id f or t wo od 

( $ 75 ., 000 ) woul d go int o t he paymen t o wages f or utt ing, sk i dding nd 
t ru ckin . Tis coul d provide f ull - t ime employment f or O worke rs , 
ass uming an annua l in come o about , 400 pe r year . 

ii) E plo itat ion of Woodlots 

I t has b en point d out t hat ma ny of t he N gro f ami lies live on or 



have access t o woodl ot s . Some merchan t abl e pul pwood ex i s t s on t h s e 
l ots , but t he greatest pot en t i al ma y well exis t in t he cul t ivation o • 
a Chri s t m: t ree er.op . 

I 1964 Nova Scotia .shipppsd 1156 ca~loads of t reee fr om t he pro -
vince , a declin from the 196v level of 1255 carloads . Guysboroug, 

aunt y a counted for on ly 3. 4 carloads in 1964 and 4 . 4 i n 1963 . The 
bul k of t he Christmas t ree crop was produced i Lun nburg , Ant igonish 
and Colches t r counties . The hree count ies account ed f or 82 . 6% of t he 
provinc:al produc t ion in 19 4 and 80 . % in 1S63 . The breakdown betwee . 
counties as s follows: 

lS,64 1963 

Lunenburg 45 . 0% 41.9% 

Antigonish 22 . 9 24 . 5 

.... ol ches t r 14 . 7 14 . 5 

N t very much informat ion is available about th C1ristmas t ree 
indus t r y or abou t markets for Chris t mas t rees . On poin t of v iew is 
wort h noting , however , and it i s expressed by t he Ex t-n s:l.on Division of 
the Nova ~ c oti a Depart ment of Lands and ·ores t s .l T ey say t a t : 

... t he local Chr i t mas t re indus t ry _a been exp ,ri-
encing cons i derabl e compe t i t i on in recen t y ars . This _aa 
come f rom plant ation s t ock and artifi cial t rees . Plant a-
t i on t re s whic ave been carefully cul t ivat d and sl aped 
t hrou h shearing have gained i n popularit y ov r some wild 
t rees . Art i fici al t rees have also me t wi t h su ccess parti -
cul arly i n locali t i es which have fir e regulation restri_t-
ing t he use of na tural trees . 

In d i scussions with local ores try a.perts , t e opinion vas frc-
qu nt ly expressed t hat opportunities exist in Gu sborough count y f orests , 
inc l ud ing t he woodlots owned by or accessible to Negroes in t e c unty , 
f or t he profit abl 0 cul t ivation of hris t mas trees . 

I should be particul arly noted tha tie De art ient of Lands and 
For s ~s•assessment of t he ma ket si t uation emp asiz d t he opularity of 
carefu lly cu t iva t ed and shape pl an t at ion trees . T us if thi s ppo -
tunit y i s t o be grasp d by the Negro communiti s , it wi l be nec essary 
f or t he111 to arefully develop t hei r wood t s an t o mploy t e proper 
me t hods for t hinning , select i ng, cut t i ng and packag ing tre s . In oth r 
words t hey mus devel op t '. e C ris t mas t ree po t ntial of t leir oodlo t s 
l i ke any ca h r P• 

I n order fort i s pot enti al t o be realized , it seems c l ear tat t he 
necessary man agement and operat i ons s~ ill s mus t b encouraged throug 
provision for training and t echnical assis t an ce by s ome competent author-
i t y , such ao the Nova Scot ia Department of Lands and Forests . 

1 . Nova ~co t ia Depar t me nt of Lands and For es t s , ex t ension no t e #18 , 
.. ept ember , 1963 . 



iii) Empl oynl§..Qt i n For~n.....Re l nt e i Oc_cupa t ions 

· s t h i nvolve nt o vork r s i n t area in ore t industriec 
increa s ~ t har shoul d al so be additiona opportunities f or thoce in 
for e t -rclated occupat ions s ch ·s t ruck ing wood 9 equipment r pairmen , 
anr ulpwood loaders . 

The most i m ort an t 
ing p 1 wood boats at M 
t uni t i s for full- t' m 
be investigated . 

source of mpl oymen t in t his category i s l oad-
lgra It i s ossib e t Lat additi aal oppor-

em,...,loym nt ar e no now being ex oi t ed and ___ ould 

One f nc tion of the community wor er mi ght well be t o look fr and 
inforr members or t he community abou t j b opportuni t ies in t h ge era l 
working ad i us oft e community . Int. case t at potenti al jobs exis 
for VJ i h the neg o wor, .r i _, not presentl y quali f ied , t he ommu i ty 
worker might be abl. to h l p him , wit the aid of government re_ourc0s , 
obtain ti trai ing which wou d r i~e. im to t .. a leve l of qualifi cat ·on 
ne cessary t o ge t t he job . 



du cati on 

The i mportance of f ormal educa tion in modern soc iet y is beyond 
dispute . It appear t ha t as many people would point t o its value and 
necess ity as would a crib va lue and necessity tor ligion . To say 
then t hat education should be obtained 9 tat it is na good thingn, is 
to tt er a part of our off icial moral i ty . And such is uttered by Es ki-
mos in the Arctic , businessmen in Toronto and t h Negroes in Guy-borough 
County . Of cours-, there are diff erences as t o the desired level and 
type of education among t hese soc ial cat egori s, but as to 'the fa cto 
formal educa t ion its l f , t here is a c learly observed unanimit y. Tat 
such is the case is a fact of considerabl importance since it appears 
to be t he key t o both modern economic adaptation and human development . l 
Given our r esearch emphasis on thes e latt er t hemes, i t is vital then 
that a separa t e chapt er bed voted t o th nature and type o f ormal du-
cation among the Guysborou gh Negr oes . 

Historical Bac kground 

. s Pr ofes sor Rawlyk as pointed ou t earlier, formal education 

) 

among t he Guysborough Negro s dates bac k to at least 1788, but it ~as 
not until 18723 that it was put on some semblanc e of a regular and f irm 
f ooting . From 1872 t o the early de cades of the twentieth century , l owever~ 
very little progress was mad in the educ at ing oft. e Guysborough Negroes . 
Profe ssor Rawlyk ' s anal ysis is quite clearly supported by the following 
tables, showing t he years of schooling of the parent s of the household 
heads and of the households' spouses . They (the parents) were born ad 
gr ew up between 1872 and the early dec ades of the twentieti century . 

1 In dis cussing the value-orient ation Guysbor ough Negroes have regard-
ing formal education, later in this chapt er, we will refer t o economi c 
and _ int ell ctu al perspect ives, t e f ormer vi ewing su h ducat ion as 
necessar y f or "suc ces s" in t he economi c sph re and the ~tter empha-
sizing the ne cessity of f or mal edu cat ion for individual human devel op-
ment . Though not mutua lly exclusive, it is profit able to consider 

ach separately . 

2 3ee Cha· ter Two, page 6 . 

3 Ibid, page 8 . 



TABLE 1 : Education of arent s of Household Heads*, By Sex of 
Parent and Community 

U. B.T. 
MO, Fa . 

No sc ool ing 1 3 

Publ i c s chool 17 15 

High school 
11 Co 1 l ge" 

Don ' t know 2 2 

Lincolnville 
Mo . Fa . 

12 

11 

15 

6 

1 

1 

3 nnyvil l 
Mo . Fa . 

6 

45 

2 

10 

42 

l 

Total Perce t 
Mo . Fa • Mo . Fa . 

19 28 

73 63 

2 2 

2 3 

20 29 

7 

2 

6 

2 

3 

::iourc: e: ut or ' s Survey, Summer 19 4 

* H usehold Head may be male or female as t he int rvi wing was con-
duct ed on t he basis of obtaining an approximately equal number of 
male and female respondents . 

T Edu cation of Pa r ents of Hou"' ehold H ads ' , 3pouses _g_y 

U. B.T. 
Mo . Fa . 

No s chooling 2 

Public schoo l 14 13 

High s chool 
11 Co 1 lege 11 

Don ' t know 

N. A. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 x of Parent and Community. 

Linco lnvill 
Mo . Fa . 

15 

8 

17 

6 

Sunnyville 
Mo . Fa . 

3 

4 7 

l 

2 

4 

46 

1 

2 

Total Pe rce t 
Mo . Fa . Mo . Fa . 

20 24 

69 65 

3 

4 

3 

4 

21 25 

72 68 

3 3 

4 4 

3ourc e: Author ' s Survey, Summer 1964 

The above tabl es indi ate that a very signif icant proportion -
about 25 percent - of the Guysboro Negroes re ceived during this time 
pe riod no formal edu cation w ateyer . The actual proportion receiving 
no education probably was greater than the tabl es r veal sinc e we c an 
safely ac:sume that the "don ' t knows 11 would t nd to fa ll int o t is class4 
and since mis r eporting opera t es in the dir ction of claiming higher 

4 ~u ch a pattern was found by the wri t er in a study rec ntly onducted 
in Halifax County. 
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educat ional achievement . 5 As for those who did receive some formal 
education, it was quite c learly only of the mos t element ary kind . 
Given what we know about th du cation of succ eeding gen rations and 
from those s t ill l iving who were educat ed during this ti ne period, it 
is safe t say tha t t he act ual grade level achieved by thos who at-
t end d s chool was no mor e than the third grade on the average . 6 

Before c omm nt ing fur t her on the t ables pres ented , it is impor-
t an t that we secure a pro r per pective (we are througho·t this r eport 
at t empting t o avoid t he Negro fallacy by using comparat ive dat a on 
i hites ) . Ideal l y we should compare Negro ed cat ion wit h t hat of Whit e 
Guysboro residents during t he same period . Living in the Negro com-
munities are seve r al Vhite famili es and t he educati on of the parents of 
the household heads of these famili es is very similar t o that oft _ e 
Negroes . ? However the number of such families is t oo small t o be t rust-
worthy . Nor i s c mpara t ive da t a available on Whit communiti es in 
Guy boro coun t y . Thus our com pari~on has t o be an indirect one , namel y, 
us i ng data from non~metropolit an White Ha l i f ax County communities . Te 
f ollowing t abl s indicat e t he educa t ion of Whites i n t hes e c mmuni t ies 
be t ween 1872 and the early decades oft e t went iet century . 

5 Children were often presen t at the interviews and since t hey. 
would often embarrass the res pondent by laughing at his or n1s 
parent s ' poor educational achievement, there was a t ende nc y for 
respondents t o quic kly terminate dis cussion of t his question by 
sayi ng "oh, a cou ple of years " . 3 ince our interviewers had 
some knowl edge of t he situation prior t o th int~rview, this 
did not i nvolve a serious source of error . 

6 Fo r t he average grade achieved by members of ucceeding gen-
erati ons , s e page 10 . 

7 Among t hese ~hi t es, 17% of t he parents of t he household heads 
r eceived no educat ion and t he remaining 83% just public s chool. 
However t here w r e only elev n uch families and in half of 
these, the household heads had t he same pa r ents . S v ral ot er 
factors, such as t he possible selectiv i ty from other Whites 
accountabl for their living in these communities, ma ke t hi 
a poor cont rol gr oup . 



TABLE 4: Educ ation of Pa rents of Household Heads in · hite Non-
M tropolitan Hal ifaxB County Communi ti s 

Fathers Moth rs 
no . o/ no . % 

No s chooling 18 5 14 4 

Publi c School 62 3 244 ,.8 

High 3chool 4 12 64 18 

11 College 11 a 15 4 16 4 

Don ' t know 22 6 22 

Sourc . r ut hor ' s ·urvey, pring and ~umm r 1964 . 
a- This cat egory also includes t ee nical co llege t ra ining such a 

business training, nursing and so on . Given t he small numbers 
with whi ch we are working, it seemed advi sable t o l ump e xt ra-
high school education . This is app l i cable t o all table s deal ing 
wi t h educat ional achievement . 

TABLE 5: Educa t ion of Parent s o Household Heads ' Soouses In 
Vhi t Non-Metropo!i t an Halifa x C untv Communities 

Fathers Mo thers 
no . % no . % 

No chooling 10 3 6 2 

Public 3choo l 255 71 23<; 66 

Hi gh Schoo l 37 10 7 16 

"Col l ge11 11 10 3 

on ' t know 28 8 29 8 

N. A. 19 5 19 5 

Source : Au t hor ' s Survey, pr ing and Summer 1964 

8 The wri t r , al ong with t he deceased Pro f essor Benalli ck, con-
duct d a survey of t his un it, inve t igating ighteen communities . 
Although not a s trict random s ample, these communitie: appear 
t o be roughly representat i ve of White Non-Metropolit an Ha lifax 
County . Wi t hin each community a random s ampl e of t wenty ou e -
hold heads was selected . 



Comparison of Nhi t e Non-Metropolitan Hali fa x Count y Communities 
with Guysboro N gro ~ommuni ties for the same period indicates that dif-
ferences in t he educati on of the resid nts are ma tters of degree , not 
of kind . However in order to make t h· comparison mor e exact , w. should 
break down ti e alifax County data and obt ain the educational achieve-
ment of those p~rsons living in communities similar in size, dis tance 
from any me tro poli t an ar a, and occupational homogene ity t o White com-
munities in Guys boro Count y . 9 The f ol Lowing table presents such a com-
oarison in the case of the educat i onal achievemen t of f atl1ers of t he 
househo ld heads . 10 

TABLE 6: Education of Fathers of Household He ads by t ype of Community 

Gu:::t:sboro Negro Non -Metro Halifax d Halifaxa 
County Communities 

no . % no . % no . % 
No s chooling 28 29 18 5 3 5 

Public Schoo l 63 66 262 73 49 82 

Hi gh • choo l 2 "' 43 12 7 12 L 

"College" - 15 4 l l 

Don ' t know 3 3 22 6 

Source: Author ' s Survey , Spring and Summer 1964 

a- These three c ommunities are Tangiers . Port Dufferin and Carolls Corner 

tl though there is a slight tendency for the thre selected Halifax 
County qommunitieq t o be more Qimila r , in terms of education of household 
heads ' fathers, t o t he Negro communities, it appears t hat what we would 
have concluded fr om t he f irst compar ison would also ho ld for the c mpari-
son of the Negro communi t ies and t he selected Ha l ifax County communit'es . 
Thus • t is, by th is indire ct route, safe to say that the data from V'fui t e 

9 These factors appear to be mos t crucial in accounting for 
ation in community life in non-metropolitan communities . 
the paper pre s ented by Professor Benallick and mys lf at 
Eastern Canadian Sociological Society ' s mee ting in l964t 
Factors in Conrnun i ty Involvement" . 

vari -
Se 

the 
"Som 

10 ··uch comparisons quite obviously hing somewhat on migration pat-
t erns ; In some of the Halifa x County communities• migration has 
been grea t er than among the Negroes . Aga in, however , the three 
mor e comparable Halifax county communities are mor e imi lar t o the 
Negro communities with r espe ct to migration patterns . 77% of Negro 
household heads were born and raised in t he c ommunity or within 15 
miles com pared t o 65% in t he selected communities and 57% in non-
metropolitan White Halif ax Coun ty . I n th selec t ed community such 

ous ehold has ' ed ca t ional achievement was quit e similar to that 
of the migrants; t he same was t rue for t he county unit . The insig-
nificant difference in educational ach i evement be t ween migrant s and 
non-migrants means that for the pur pos es at hand, the higher migration 
r ate of the latter un its does not ser iously affect our interpretation . 

- 71 -



non - metropolitan Halifax County communities would be similar enough to 
t he unavailable data from Wit Guysborough communit ies t o rend r the 
former a usef ul control in interpreting da t a on Negro ed cation . What 
then can we conclude from our first comparison? A mentioned earlier, 
t he differences are matt er of degree . In both sets of communities we 
observe t hat the mo~a l r esponse is public school and that there is a 
tendency for f. malE- to have slightly mor education than males . But 
there a e di f fer ences . 24% of the Guysborough Negroes obtained no for-
mal education at all dur ing tis period compared to only r% of th ~hi t es . 
Furth r, only 1% of the Negro opulation r eceived a pos t - ublic school 
educat ion while 18% of t he Whits in non-metropolitan Halifax County di d 
so . 11 Actually the gap ma y not be t his large insofar as theycomputation 
i s based on roles rathe r t han individual ~ and , consequently , individuals 
may be included more than once sinc e an individual may be a " f ather" to 
severa l eopl , etc . Nevertheless the differences are ~ignificant and 
approach t he fi ures men tioned . Further . among those wh attended only 
publi c s chool t here wer e vas t dif f erences . In Ha l ifax County it was 
rare t o enc ount er a reported ubl ic s chool education cf less t han grade 
five whereas, among t h Gu ysborough Negroes, publi c schoo l education 
rarely we nt beyond grad t hree dur ing this period . Finally ther is +he 
ques t ion of the quality of the edu cation r eceived . It can be assumed -
i t will be shown c l early later on i n t his chapter - tat whatever educa-
t ion the N gr o s did receive was qui t e i nferior t o that received by t . 
W ,it es . 

Apart fr om the pa t t rns menti oned above t he only variation wit hin 
the Guysbor ough Negro communit ies i s the dif f er nee of Lincolnville as 
compared wit h Sunnyville and Upp r Big Tracadie . Proportionall y many 
mo r e Linco l nvi lle resident s rec ived no sc ooling . Final l y, it should 
be not ed t hat du rin g this period there we r e f ew opportun i ti es for the 
Gu ys borough Negr oes t o achieve eit her "economic" skills or 11 growt h" in 
their intel lec t ual pr ocesses , out side t he realm of formal education . It 
was mos t unucu al f or any Negr o t o possess any kind of spe cial trainingl 2 
and living in isolat ed communiti es with a very r eal subsistence prob i emt 
serviced by segregat ed s c cols . and 'churches; was not conducive to a 
broadening and height ening of ~xperien c w. 

Prof essor a lyk has q•10ted sever1l reliable firs t-hand re port s to 
the eifec t that during the period u .der discuss i on, t he Guysboroug 
Negr oes were willing to i nvolve th mselves i n the educational pro ess 
and t hose t hat did, perf ormed sat isfactorily . 13 The critical gen ral 

11. The overall percentage dis tribution 
No .3 c oling: 3% in Halifax Co . , 

Publ ic .::, chool: 69% II II II 

Hi gh '-' choo.l. : 14% ll II II 

"Col l ege" : 4% n " II 

Don ' t Know & NA : 10% II II II 

( a) public school here r fers t o 

12 . Chapt er t wo, pages eleven an t welv 

l r . Ibid . , pag eig t 

or v hit es and Negi oes is 
24% l n t he Negr o ommunities 
70l) " ti II II 

1% II II ti " 
076 ti 11 II II 

5% II II II II 

grades one t eig t inc lusiv ly 



probl em w i ch t he Ne roe f ac d wa s t he ir l ac k of m ans . 14 I rr gu lar -
i ty of at t endance , lac k of q ali f ied t c ers and inadequat e f ac ili -
t ies - all pre umably related t o t is lac k of means - have een sugge -ted 
by informed observer as t he spec i fic diffi cul t ies . Wilen i t her t e 
spec ific factors nor the general e·plana t ion is wtolly adequa t e t heir 
opera t ion cannot be denied . T e Lincol ville da t a is a ca e in point. 
T ese Negroes were at that time , and s t ill are, t he mo economical ~y 
dep~ e sed oft e t hree Gu ysboroug groups , and w n t he ir s choo l -house 
burn d down i n 1890, a new s chool wa s not cons t r uct ed unt i l 1S31, and 

v n t hen, on y wit h significant assis t an c fr om ex t r -c ommun i ty sources . lr-
tho g schools we r e more regular in Upper Big Tracadie and 3unnyvi ~e 

du ring tis period , t h ir operat ion was always of an 11 of -again", 11 on-
aga i n" sort. Ev n i 19 4 at Upp r Big Trac adie t he el ment ary s c oo l 
opened lat er t han was usual and th r wa s some un ert ainty among t h 
populac 0 as t o wh n the children wou l d at t end and who t e teacher would 
be . 

T e fac t oft e ma t t er i s t a t nt il the i mportant provin cial 
edu cat iona re orms o th~ l/40 's, t e cos t of t he edu at ional program 
had la r gely t o be cover ed by local resourc es and su ch r esou r ce were 
lac ki ng in t he Negro communi ie s . Al t hough t he edu cat ional ref orms of 
1864-65 mad e element ary s chool s legal ~y fr ee and assessment for t eir 
support compulsory, lac k of resour ce held bac t t e development of f ormal 
educ at ion am ng t h Gu ys bor ough Ne groes . Given t he problems of t h se 
c ommuni t ies, provincial eff ortQ t o moderni ze edu ation - through cu-ri-
culum guidance and so on - in Nova 3cotia during t he 19~0 •s and 40 ' s 
cou d hav- litt le effect wi t hout dras t i c i mprov~ment i n t he general fin-
an c ing of t l 1 local s chools . Th mos t far-rea ching refor m of the 30 1 s 
and 40's was embodied in legislat ion fr om Ma r ch 194 onwards whi ch caused 
t he ~choo ~ Board of the larger mu nici pa i ty to t a ~e over from ocal 
t rus t e st, e active con t ro l of and r esponsib ilit y for all s c oo l s wi t hin 
that munici pa i ty . Yet, al t hough a me chan ism t o deal wi th such pro -
blems as the Guysborough Negro s aced had now come int o exis t ence, 
a tually not much att ntion was paid t o these iso~at ed communi t ies . And 
s o , int e 30 1 s , 40's n~ 5ors no signifi cant improvement s were eff ec t ed 
and t he f actors character is t ic of t h0 earl ier period were s t ill opera -
t i - delapidated s c oo l ss permissiv licenc sand so on . 17 Tha t sue 
was t h cas is ind i at ed in the f ollowing t ables which show theed -
ca t i onal achievement of the pr es nt generat ion of house o d h ads who 
were, for the mo t p r t , edu cat ed in t his time - per iod . 

14 . Ibid . , pag eig t 

15 . " II II 

16 . Per onal c ommunicat ion fr om t he Nova cotia a par t men t of Ed c at ion . 
MCt ually t is did not appen in Guysborough Count y till well af t er 
t e end of Norl d Wa r II . 

17 . Cha t er t wo, pag ei~ t. 
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T BLE 7 : Educati on of H, useho l d Heads by Community 

o chooling 

Publi c s chool 

High s chool 

11 Coi lege" 

Don 't know 

U. B.T. 

1 

18 

1 

Lincolnville 

5 

1 

S nnyville 

(a) 

42 

5(b) 

3ource : Aut hor ' s ~urvey , - ummer 19 4 

( a ) n e of t hese is a ivh i t e e r on 1 i v i n g i n u n n yv i 11 
(b) ne of t e f our is a J i t p rson iving i Su nyvil le 

TAB LE 8: Edu cat i on of Hous 

No s chooling 

Public s choo l 

Hig s chool 
11 Coll g u 

Don ' t know & N. A. 

U. B. T. 

1 

9 

l 

9 

eads ' Spouses by 

Lincolnville ~unnyvil le 

5 2 

10 32 

3( a) 4(b) 

5 15 

'ource : Aut hor ' s Survey, ~ummer 1 64 

(a) One of these is aw ite marri d to 
(b) One of these is a White person 

N -gro 

To t al 

12 

8 

Tot al 

8 

51 

8 

29 

22.._ 

3 

79 

8 

1-, 
8 

53 

(5 

31 

Compar t h~s t able wi t t ha relat ing t he ducation achievement 
of t hose in non -metropo itan White Halif ax Cou y communities during t his 
period: 

T.':i.BLE 9: Educat ion of Hous • ads and '' - • Non-Met r opolitan 
White County s 

. ousehol d Heads Sgouse 
.!12..:.. .L no . ..1L 

No s chooling 2 3 1 
Public s chool 157 43 118 33 

High s chool 170 47 151 42 
11 Col lege 11 27 8 2 8 
Don 't know & N. A. 59 16 

.sourc uthor ' s -:, urvey , Spring and ' ummer 1964 
- 1, -



Negr oe in Guysboro i n t he 30 ' s and 40 ' and 50 ' s, did r ce ive a 
bett ered ca t ion than their f orebe ar bu t only lig t ly bet t er . T ere 
we re s t ill bet wee n t nan fi tee p r- n o re ceived no edu .ation, 
the moda l r esponse wa s s t i l public s c oo , the l~vel of publ i c s chool 
r ea c d was sti ll lowl8 and he quality of t at whi ch t ey did r c iv 
was s t i l poor . The variations among t , e Negr o communities wa l owever 
reduced somew at . T e es , t ial s t agnation o t he Negro s ' du cat ion 
can clearly bes en by comparing t e da t a on t, Halif x County communi-
tie f 0r t he t wo p riods - t he modal r esponse has changed f r om public 
scho o t o igh s choo ducat ion i t se comm ni t i s . In th is cond 
t i me - p r iod about f orty-five pe rc ent o.c the dhit _, obt ain d some hig -
s chool ducation compar ed to t e f o rt een pe r ent oft ' - pre eeding gen-

r ation . Among the Guysb ro Negroes owever, t e pe c ntage of perso s 
(8%) obt aining some igh- s cho ol training was ev int is latt r p riod 
only about alf t he~rc ntag of J hit es who ad done so b~twean ld72 ad 
t h ea rly d cads of the t wenti t h century . Also t he p r cent age o · 
1/hites wi t h pos t- ig -s c col educat ion dou l d during t he 30 ' s, 40 ' s and 
50 ' s il of ou r e t h re wa => s t il not a single one of the G y boro 
Negr o s who re eiv -d such training . Te ra t io o Negro u du cat ed t o 
Nhite ned cat d emained t h same as in t , e arlier pe iod - propor -
tiona t ely, eig t tim s as many egro s r c iv d o f ormal ed a t ion . 
Finall y, i t ould be not ed t at, ou t oft hand fu l w, o att ended igl -
s chool, not a singl e Negr o in any of t he t hree c ommunitie graduat ed 

ur ing the 30 ' s , 40 1 s and 50 1 s . All th ing cons idered, i t wa during 
th is per iod t ha t t he gap be t wee n Negro and Whi t e c ommunities beca.e grea t -
es t , when, so - t o- spea k, t h Negr oes on the ba is of edu cat ional a ievE-
me nt we r e rel ega t ed t o a "d i ff er nt l ague" . They di d owever ave t he 
company of ot her isolat ed N gro commun i t i es - wri t i ng in 1S49 , W. P. 
Oliver not ed t ha t i n t he entire 13 years of N gr o s t t l ment in No va 
~coti a , ther e we r e bu t three l ocal N gro rivers ty gra uatcs and all 
t hree were t he product s of mi d-rac ial se tt lement- . 20 

Cont mpo r ary Ba ckground: 

Th f ollowing t abl s provide the fo r mal ucat ion of everyo e in 
eac of the thre Negro c ommuni ties s of 3ept ember 19 4 . 

T BLE 10 : Edu cat ional ;-.chievement of t hose Ou t- of- School by ommuni"t_y 

No chooling 

ubli c school 

Hi gh s c ool 

'Coll eg" 

Don ' t know 

1 8 . See page 0 
20 . . Ol iver , "T 

1949 . 

U. B.T. 
5 

37 

3 

Lincolnvi lle 

17 

47 

6 

Sunn yvill e 

16 

115 

~ourc ~: ~u thor ' s Survey, Summe r 19 4 

Total 

199 

15 

15 

79 

6 

Negr o in Nova cot ia" 9 Journal of Edue at i n , D c mb r, 
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It is apparent that very few ave other ' han e l ementary chool 
education . Actually five of the f i f teen li_ted as having s ome high-
s choo l edu ation are Nhites w olive in the~e communities . 21 The av rage 
educat ion of t ho se out of school ic , in grades, 4 , 7 in U. B.T. and 
Sunnyvi lle and 4 . 3 in Linc olnvil le . In ea h comnunity the Whit es all 
have mor e than the lis t ed ~ean .22 Of t hose Negroes who are out of s chool 
very f ew have had any kind of specia l training - thr e i n U. B. T . • f our 
in ~unnyvil l e and on in Lincoln ill e . 

The ol lowing tabl s indic at e t e educat iona l achievement of those 
who are in s chool : 

TABLE 11: §du cation o Those in .3 choo 1 by ommuni;t_y 

Public s chool 

High school 

U.B.T. 

57 

4( a) 

Li colnvil l 

77 

1 

Sunnyvill e 

132 

5 

3ourc : Au t . or ' s Survey, ~ummer 1964 

(a) one of t hes is a dhit e youth 

Total -
266 

10 

96 . 5 

TABLE 12: Numb - r of Years Childr@ are Behi nd in theil: Education( a}, 
bv Community 

U. B.T. Lincolnvi e "' unnyvi l e Tot al o/ 
_!.;;__ 

Not behind 12 2 21 61 5 

One year behind 11 5 4 ~. 
J 59 2 

Two years behind 12 10 23 45 18 
T r e or more yrs . 25 32 80 "3 

behind 
Sourc e: Author 1 s ~urvey, S mmer 1964 

(a ) The criteri n as a ive - year span between age and grade . Tab e does 
not include those in "primary" . 

The two above t ab l es c l early show t ha t t here as b en as yet no 
subs tantial i mprov ment in the educat ion of this gene at ion t compared 
t o t he generation of parents and grandpa rent s . lmost all who are in 
sc oo l are in publi c s c oo l and of these, i t i s unli <e ly, t hings r ma in= 
ing as t hey are , t hat many wil l go on to igh school . 

21 . Three in Sunnyville and one in each of U. B.T. and Lincolnvill e . 
22 , The number of whit es and the ir average e du cation in each com unity 

is as f ol l ows: ,incolnville : n- , avg . 8 . 0 
~unnyvi lle n- 13, avg . 7 . 5 
U. B.T. ! n- 2 7 avg . 9 . 0 



As on highly informed ~ihite Guysboro resi en said "None o the 
s t uden t s (Sunnyvill Negro s) seems t o get beyond grade si . T ere are 
v ry few pe ple from 3unnyville in the rura highs hool; in f aut you 
could ount them on one hand . Those who do reach high s chool are fa ced 
with t he s t umbling block o provincial e aminations of whi h they pass 
only few . n Also, s veral of the Lincol nville t eachers ave said tat for 
a varie ty of r asons it is oo much toe pect t hat the c ildren now in 
schoo l will re eive an adequate duc ation; rather three r so might com-
le e high school. These teachers pla ce th ir opes on t hose who are in 

primary and those who are of pr - s chool age . 2 Such views are born out 
by t he da t a . The modal r espons e f or those in s chool is thr e or more 
y ~rs of retardation . In Nova Scoti a t he compulsory attendance law 
p r mits children aged five years on ctober irst t o come to schoo l but 
it does not require attendance in rur 1 areas until age seven . Howevert 
in the N gro communit ies under inves t igation mos t of the children star 
their s chooling at age f ive and t indeedt our parti ipant-observors ob-
served t hat several of t he s chool ch"ldren i Sept mb r 19 4 were ot 
ye t f' ve; thy observed , fu r t her , par ntal end ,a ours to ha ve chil ren 
und r five admi tted o s chool . Therefor , t o be behi nd in s chool as 
def ined in Table 12 means u ually though not ne cessarily that failur e 
of grade has occurred . To fail a grade is so omrnon among th e Guysboro 
Negro s t hat one of the part i ci pant •- observers , on inf orming a group o 
Negro youths tha t he had n ver done so, was t reated by t hem wi U awe -
"you mus t be prett y smart . " Finally, gr de six is often the oc casion 
for the Prite de passage" of s chool-le~v·ng. I t represents t e highe t 
level of at tainm~nt in the segregat ed N gro s chools and those w10 do go 
on mus t attend the mi d-rac ial s chools of i ther Guysboro Town or 
Tr .:i cadie . 

In discussing fu r th r t he cont emporary setting it should first of 
all b noted that the elem ntary s hoo l s for the Negro s of each com-
munity ar e segrega t ed . As far as it is pos s ible to tell, nev r int •ir 
his t ory have the Negroes of these communi t ies attended mi ed-ra ial ele- • 
m ntary schools . E en hen the Linc nlnville s chool burned down or when 
the U. ·.r . and ~unnyville sctoo l s were ''off-again" rather than "on-again", 
the rul e was separat e school or no s chool . Al t hough w are not int is 
re port following the cul-de-sa c of blame-plac ing , i t is important to note 
the la k of assis t ance rendered by neighbouring W its during s u h 
p~riods . At the same time the Negroes apparently were not vigorous in 
requesting either int gr ted s ch ol f acili t ies or tern orary ac ommodatioh 
in l'Jhi te -choo ls wh n th ir o opera t ions came to a halt . In any eve t, 
giv n t he s gr gat i on and given the Negroes lack of means24, it is t o 
be expected that th e raa t erial appa r at us of their s chool would be rather 
11 di lapidated 11 . 25 

23 . The number of pre-s chool age chi ldren is 22 in U. B. T. , 4 in 
Lincolnville and 60 i n Sunnyville . 

24 . See Chapt er four on the compara t ive economic well-being of t he 
Guysbor o Negroes . 

25 . See Chapter t wo , page 8 . 
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Tnat su e~ a condit ion continues int o t e present is indi ated int e 
following observa ' ion of t· e ~ar tic ipant -observor ·n V.B.T. 

11 t inside of tt V. B. T . chool is t errible . It is __ xtremel y 
di ty and drab . They b rn coa. in t he ~t ove and t1 e ·e is 
coal-dust all v_r t l c~iling . The d •s~s or the hildren are v ry ol and dirty ad broken . Th d s~s a loos~ on t h~ loo and s chool books ar mos tly v ry s · abby and dir· y . Te blackboard ar in poor ondition ad · didn 't see a 
real desk fort e t each r, j s~ a old t abl at t ro.t 
of a c lutter ed room . T place i very m sty and smelly and t ere is coal- u-t an dirt ev ryw . vent e lp abet 
cards w r not in prop r or er o walls . " 

Th e above des cript ion of he V.B.T. chool-house pre-dat ed th c lean-up in early September in pr epa at ion f or the resumpt ion of lasses bu t t he c lean- p only improved t he sm 11 and elimina t -d some o t he ,·rt . Essent ially t he same i t uati n pre vailed in Lin olnville . As one ac er said, "it i 30 over- crowded at t e Lincolnville s c ool that some o • the desks ave t o be ery close t o t s t ov- and as a r sult ofte smo K8 f rom t e heat . Yet t he children f a t hes t from the stove j st about fr eeze . " Thes reports, all borne o t by observa t ion, testify t o the c ontinued inadequa cy of t hese segr gated s chools fo r purpo es of modern educat ion . In Lin lnville as in V.B.T. , broken s chool furniture was eld m replaced; a blackboard whi ch was repo t edly hrok n abou t t wenty year ago, i~ now in such wo r n condition tat one t eache ~aid it wa~ a was t e of time t rying t o se i t . A i n U. B.T. and Sunnyvil le, teachers f ound i t ifficult to av wor n t ext -books eplaced . Per aps Lhe c lear-es t symbo l of th i neglect an decay wa the rat er faded pict r of King George VI hanging on the wall o_ he Linc olnv "lle s chool-. use - -in 3eptembe of 1964 it ad yet to be repl aced b a pi cture of t he pre-en t :nonarch . 

T, ere ations ip o~ mat rial ondition tote eff e t 've pursuit of learning in c ools i_ by no means simple . It is probably not a liner rela t ionship but a u vilinear one - too litt_ e and too mu c oth inte ferin g wi t ef ect ive learning . Cle r l y in the Guys or o Negro om:nuni ti e s t e ff ect o· s ch ma t rial condi t ions ould be entir l y negative . A~ th te ac ers in complaining agains t t he muni cipality (~ome cl aim that they ave as we ll several times appro ched un co-opera t ive municipal officials on thes matt rs) poin t out, t e s chools wer never adequately supp ied wi th chairs, books, etc . , fort e proper teac ing o c ildr~n . Furt ermor e th c oo l s did not pro ,id t t eache rs wit an y privacy, and toil t f ac ilitie and so on . In U. B. T. or ins tanc , i t he t each r ad to go tote was room, i t was necessary t hat she l ea ve th s chool, fully aware of the al -knowing grins that would appe ar on th f aces of her pupi ~. As f or the ext ra s usually 1ound in t he s chools of t he province, t wo t chers said i~ was not wo rt "h t im asking f or t ese . Under -uc onditions, ~ven superior t eac i g cou l d barely onqu r . 

Obt aining adequat e t eac ers has a_way been a problem in t he Guys bor o Negr o s chool sys t em . At th e present time , t ree oft e five tea ch rs are f ully quali fie d bu t such a dev lopment ha .be n very r ce t. 



Te s t ate mentioned by Pro e~sor R tlyk , "m~s o · t h teac ers had 
permis~ive license and were poorly qua l if' d 11 , c ont inued into t 
sixt ies . I t was not , f or example, un t il 1960 or hereabouts t ha t 
Lincolnville acquired a ully qualif ied teacher . For t he previous 
t hirt y years the only t e -c 1er had bee n a ~male resident oft e om-
, ni t y ~ith about a gr ade t n edu ation and a ermissive liens . 27 
The same pattern appl ies to U. B.T. an Su. nyvill . Alt ough a quali-
fied f emale t aug t br iefl y at t e U. B. T. s c ool a year pr eviously, 
U. B.T. did not acq ire a f ul ly li censed t~- ch r until tvo years ago . 
In bo t U. B.T. and Su nyv ·11e in t every re n · past , it was not un-
common or t he t eacher t o have litt le more than gr ade s·x du ation . 

The tea c er s at t ee s chools ave i nvariably bee n Negroes . A 
the present time only o e of t h fiv t ea c ers is W i te . T, 0 ew whit es 
w· o at some t ime d • d t ea h • n t hese s ch ols t ayed f or only sho t 
periods . The al ary w s of ourse qui t e poor, too poor t o Jomp t e in 
t~e marke t for teac r , espec ially t eachers who were W ite and licensed 
and hen .e f ro outside t he commun ity . As a result the tendency was to 
go along wi h oever ad t he mo s t educat i on in t h- communi t y and i1ho 
would be willing (or rat l er h ppy give t e economic condi t ion~ in t.e 
c ommuni t y) t o do t he job or in t h vic inity o one t hous and dollars 
pr year . der such ondit i ns and give t e ma t ria apparat us avail-
abl e, 't i s t o be expected t at t equa l i t y of t he t eaching would b 
v r y low . Mo"' t of t hos e in all t hr,e communit ies w o have i n recent 
ears , radua t can h -dly read or pe l l . As one ob erver vho stu i ed 

this aspe ct i nt e si ely report s , "I have yet to meet one child vi o can 
read i t h ut opping after each word eve i f they are g_aduates of 
the lo al hools readin_ grad two book . 11 3entence structure, proper 
in f lect i n , the meanin of per iods and capi t al l ett ers, all t hese are 
beyond the ompe t en e of t e vas t major-ty of uc graduat s . As for 
knowledge of plaee such as 0outh V'et Nam and fo r eign and na t ional 
af f ai r gene all y , t he part ic ipant-obser vor s fou nd li t tl e evidence of 
i t . Reading was t aught so poor l y t a t mo st of t he l oc al pr oducts la t e 
it and avoid i at all cost- . 28 The s t andards unt il recent ly were o low 
that, even with su e backgro nds, the pa~s ra t e accordi g ~o a former 
t eacher was v ry l1igh bef ore 1960 . Thus the f ac t t ha t the average edu-
cat i on of t hose out of sc ool i bet w en 4 . 3 and 4 . 7 grades i n all con-
munitie pe haps r efl ct s more a per ception by th t h n- tudent~ th t 
su h edu cat ion vas _mos t wor t hless . Fi nall fron wha has been glean d 
f rom t he peo le i n t h~ commun i tie· and cros s - chec ked as wel l as pas ible, 
i t app ars t ha t t he or gani z t ion of sue ' edu at ion was subject to ra t her 
dr as tic wings of t he pendul um - fr om a permi ssiveness on t e pa t of 
t e t eacher t hat resu t ed in anarchy or compl t e l o s of cont ol to 

26 . Ibid . , page 8 

27 . I n vha t f o lo s we shall have o cos ion t o r e ar . n t e qua l ity 
etc . of t e t eaching of ered i n t he communi t i s . I t i not 
intended t o re fl ct on t teac ners per anal ly . #emu t ke ep 
our cr it i cal f aculti aliv wile r ememb ri ng t e condit ions 
wit hin vh i ch t he t eachers ope r a t ed ad t h_ sa cr i fi es some un - · 
doubt ed ly made . • 

28 . For a di cus s ion of r eading habits , see se t i on on parent al moti-
va t i on of s chool-o ildr en . 



a stri ct authoritarianism th a led to e cess ive pu i ~hment, curs·ng 
nd so on . Tea chers cursing sud nts , parent s t h -ate i.ng t o 11 b0at-

up" teachers, b i gger c ildren in ef ect ''running " the school - o .nd 
in al l t hr e communi ties t hese f ac t ors29 to v1hich we s hall r et urn in 
a la t er analysis, continued int o he sixties and somEt i mes made a farce 
ou t of t he fonr.al educational sys t ei . 

~ithin t pas t two years here ha ve been some c ang.s as rugarrs 
improving materia cond itions , and obtain ing ,. ore qualified t e.:ichcr . 
A new c col has been con s t ruc t ed in · unnyvil and at th time of 
ti writ ing , a mod rn s choo -house is t o be ope n d in Lin olnvill e 
w' i • wi l l s "rvic th ch " ld ren of bo t Lincolnvi le and U. B . T . T f; 
ne vJ Lincolnville sc o . i s o the same d sign as t e --· unnyvil e s cho 
and of rs mu ch more t ha was av ilab in tl1 old school-hou~es . Ttere 
ar e four c assro ms , teaclers ro om , pr i nci al ' s offi ce, wa s1 rooms d 
an as s mbl y roan . T e t e c her s also op· t o obt ai 1 f il1:1s and other 
• a hing aid . As for salaries t here 1 as been som .i , rovem&n+ and , 
alo1 g wit is, more qualifibd t eache· s . However, h re are s till un-
q lified te c l ers in a si t ua t ion demanding s pec i al . y qu~li i ed t eachers; 
t i ~re ar 0 ·ill educa ~ionall irr 1 vant criteL i a used in th0 se ection 
o teachers , ~O t dre is st·11 th p oblem o the organizat ion of edu-
ation (c on t ra - , etc . ) , ana of course ti er e is ~till segr~gation . 

Furt her t es changes are e ither jus t now go ing int o ef ect or ave just 
been in ef f ect for only a ye r or t wo , and as a r esult cannot meaning-
f ull y be taken i nt o acc ount in the ollffvi ng ana lysis . ,Je shal l l owever 
return to t l em in the -um nary o. tis chapt er . 

A r ief ot e on two other asp cts o the se tting will conclude t e 
f irs t act ion of t is chapt er . Upon graduating fr om t he segregat- d 

chools 1 Neg o t dent s "" t er t e r ura l h i gh s ch ol at Guysbo.ro t o1.m . .Jl 
A i n i cated in Tab e 11 only a handful o Negroes t ake tl is s t . . 
Unti at least 1959 t le costs of att ending t he Guysboro s hool w r e , 
es ec ially for the s t ud nt s o Lincolnville and U. B. T. , prohibiti ,e . 
,\ - ha t t ime t hee were no s hool buses or text- boo~ rental plan, and as 
a re·ul t t ha costs of book and room and board ere i mpos s ible t o meet . 
I t e pa t f ew yea r these ondit ions ave also changed and no longer 
is a direct _c onorni c e .µlanation oft . e small Negro attendance eve n 
po · ible . However, s w, av , alre dy s O n, changes in t he Neqro s c ools 
have been too r ecent t o ta ~e advantage of thes e new conditions . 0 
those who in r e ent years h v at tended the Guysboro sc ool , v0ry f ew 

av e been sue e Qs f ul acaJemi ca ly . T~ere i s a very high f ailure 

29 . There wa, f or exampl~ a pe tition in 1961 whi ch signed by the 
majority of t h1;; adul t s int e c ommu nity , resu t ed in t he dis 
mis s al of t he t ea ch r for a var iety of su ch reasons . In ano t her 
com1.1 mity and at about the ame time a s i milar lare-u p among 
teachers, par ent~ and st dent end d wi th the wi thdrawa l of t he 
licen ·ed t eacher . 

,.0 . I n ne commu nity a l oca s chool - board t rustee, on giving i s 
consent t o t he hiring o a t eache ith a permis iv 0 lic ens , t o d 
t he part i c i · ant-obeervor t t at th person had t o make a l "ving and 
if t h other people w re satisfied then it didn ' t mat t er t ha t t he 
person had only grade nine education - she had a famil y to f dd . 

31 . One U. B. T. s t ud nt at t ends the high s chool at Tracadie . 



rat e32 which, given our des cri ption of t he Negro s chools, is predi ct-
abl e . The reasons for thi s oor attendance and poor perf orman are, 
however, very compl ex and cannot be reduc d t o dir ct economic f actors 
or even to t he poor quality of the educ at ion of f red in t he Negro 
s chools . The soc ial and ps ychological aspe cts of this complexity wil l 
be dis cus-ed in the next section . 

Finally, it has t o b noted t hat t e homes i n all th Negro com-
muniti s are g nerally inadequate for s t udy pu rpose . Most omes are 
so c rowded that it is impossible for a s tudent to concent rate on studies 
or t o en joy t he aes thet i c pl easures associat d with s tudying and ot h r 
homework . The average number of persons per house varies from 6 . 2 in 
3unn yville to 7 . 9 i n Lincolnvill . As a general rule of thumb , w C§n 
say that in hones where children are present 9 the average is higher . 33 
Further, the homes are not equipped so as o lend t hemselves suit able 
for studying . I n slightly over 25% of t he horns in the three commu i-
ties , no el ectricity is available . 34 Other apparatus 9 such ass par at 
rooms , desks and t he like, are notic ably absent . Thus t h simpl e 
ma t er ial aspe cts of t he horn -setting are also not onducive to t he 
development of educat ion . 

32 . There is a very high fa ilur rate among all s t udent s at the 
Guysboro s chool . In a re cent year the ratio of passes to f ail-
ures in a provincial examination was of th order 6 - 69 . Tis 
is an indicat ion t hat White element ary schools ma y also be in-
adequat e . No dat a are avai l able on thi~ but it is difficul t 
to believe that th e educati on in t hese s chools could b as poor 
as t hat of t he Negroes s chools . Certainly t he Negr oes believe 
that Wh ites have bett er teaching and bett er material appara tus 
t han thy have . 

33 . About one-third of t he Gu ysboro N gro households do not contain 
a famil y and ar e inhabited by less than tree persons . See 
sect ion on demographic analysis , chapter three . 

34 . For f ur the r de t ails on the ondition of th houses in the com-
muniti es , see cha~t er 3 . 



Values and rning Educ at ion 
I t is ver y di ff i cu l t t o obt ai i on mont ad quat e i igl t i 1t o 

t he valu sand att i t de of any populat ion , ad i t is sp cia ly d i f -
fi cul t when t e par t i c i pant -a. crvors and nt rvi wer a not wel -
s t ep din t he ocial s c ienc ~and.ave not ha any f i ld-wo~k 
e peri nc. Wat f ollows, t h n , is a t ent at ive f o mulat ion uppl ment d 
by analy~ i of ques t ionnair dat a . 

I t as been noted in t he pr vious sect ion tha t t e value of ormal 
du cat ion is part of our off i cial moralit y - i t is generally d f ined as 

a "good t i ng'' · To deny f or mal du cat i on t his s t at us wo 1ld t h n b a 
devian t act, an act ot likel y t o lic i t a rewarding r esponse whe in-
t era ct ing w"th t r, part i cularly i th ot h rs a c los~ly ide t i i ed 
wi t n t e of f i c ial me cha, ism~ of oc i t y and the int ra t i on is, in t he 
cell o uia sense, rath- r formal . Regard! ss o t e idiosync ra t i c handl-
ing of their roles, our part i ipant -observors we r e ident i ied as aving 

ome t hing t o do wit h " t he govern, ent u35 by the Guysboro Negroes . Not 
onl y did t hese Negroes hav prior knowledge of the researc project , 
but the part i ci pant -observers al so f ound i t us 1ul t o associat e them-
selv s wit the government since sue was a source of motiva t ion t o 
Negro part i c ipation . Und r these condi t ions and given t e shor t durat ion 
of the f ieldwork whi ch made t he interaction of t e observers and t h-
N gr oes always rather f ormal , i t is t o be xpect d t hat t ' Guysboro 
Negroes would overwhelmingly claim t hat educat ion is very inpor t ant and 
very desirabl . I ndeed t ey oft n referr d t o educat ion wi t h a ton e 
similar t o that used wen t al King genera l ly abou t religion . I t app ars 
that, in di -cu sing educat ion as an idea l among Guysboro N groes, t ' 
r e ligious idiom would b u eful and enlight ening . 

Va l u - Orient ations Towards duc at ion 

As the observor in U. B.T. said, 11 t e main point is t hat eve y adult 
in U.B.T. wit h w om I ave spoken con iders educat io t o be very i mpor-
t an t . I have y t t o h ar on adul t say anything t ote e f eet t_ at edu-
c at ion is not desirabl e or important. " Such is also t e pa tt ern f or 
Li ncolnville and 3 nnyvill . I n Lincolnvil le t he r e is one old man who 
i well-known f or is dia t rib s agains t ducat ion and his c laim of get -
ting by wi t hout i t. However i t is signi f i cant t at among mos t res i denLs 
of the communi t y t hi s f ella is ident i f i d as t he " t own c lown" i t h all 
t hat such a r ole usually i mplies . 36 The positive eva l ua t ion of educa-
t ion not only was pe r vasive in all t ree communit ies but it also as not 
res t ric t ed t o t he mor e "s ober" resident s . One of t he lead rs of a rather 
wild young adult gr oup in Sunnyville f or ins tance told t he part i c ipant-
obs rvor several times t ha he believed '' you'v got to have an educat i on" . 
jimilarl y a man in Linco nville well- l nown f or his eavy drin king habit 
and ano t her in Upper Big Tracadie who had t aken his c ildren out of 
school , have both art i culated such views . In other word , even the mor e 

35 . Negroe viewed t he government as som·t hing lik a big c loud 
existing out t ere - beyond t em . For a dis cussion of t his 
orient at ion t o government , see t he chapt er on values . 

- 6 . ·ee for ins t ance, O. Klapp : Hero s, Vi lla ins and Fools , r entice-
Hal l , 19 4 . 



cl early defi n d devi ant s, in i t ua t ions where t ey att empt t o wi n 
f avour or in situations whe r e t y beli ve t ey are being undamentally 
hones t, verbaliz t is not i on and oft n do so in a c at ar t ic f as ion . 
3uc t es t i mony t o th desirabili t y ad import ance of f or mal educat ion 
defin i t el y carr ies a r igious fl avour and t he t ype of res ponses noted 
above - t one and s t ructure - are similar t o t os on would e pect to 
obt ain if und r similar c ircums t ances r eligion wa being di ucsed . 37 

A c aracte r is t i c of II o icial moralit y" i t hat, while deviat ions· 
from it in everyday l i f e a r e not negatively sa ct ioned, i t i neve t h -
l ess s t ill oper ative at th beli ef l evel and can under spec ial c ondi-
tion s bec ome opera t ive in ev ryday life . To bring i t out i nto t e open 
and challenge i would quick y bring in t o play nega t ive sanct ions . I i 

as t h n a moral quali ty, a "shou d" to i t sue t ha t a blatan 1.. deviant 
wen discussing the i deal would t end also t o try t o ra t ionalize tis own 
deviance . 5uch patt erns are also found among t h Guysbor ough Negr oes 
with respect t o f ormal educa t ion . They o course. ave a very poor 
ed uc ation and such is ac cept ed ine.veryday life . However, when dis cuss-
ing edu cat ion with t he part i c i pant-obs ervor t hey qui kl y added t hat 
they should have had more edu cat ion but they ad t o help the ir ami l ies 
as soon :a.s they we r e old e ough 9 that they are oo old now , e tc ... The 
t one us ed was oft en similar t o that used by a person in jus t ifi a ion 
for wha t he b lievas t o be (or at le ast thin ks ot hers believ t o be) 
an -evil hab i t . nd whil e t er asons offered may b partially va id , i t 
is ignificant that one said t ha t f orma l edu c a ion in those t i1 s ould 
have simply be n a wast e of eff ort~ r om 0hat we ave al r eady observed 
fo r ma l education to be prior t o 1960 . Does it not seem probablff· that -__ 
t h is would be as valid as any oth r reaso n? Another pat tern was f or t he 
individual t o s tat e his ducat ion and rath r qu i c kly add - 11 i t 1 s about 
t he average education around erett . This is highly sugges t ive of the 
class i c r t t ional ization w ereby an i ndividual by pointing to othe~ at -
t empts t o just ify his own act ion . #hether or not i t i s nece sary t o 
rationalize t ir poor edu cat ion is not rel evant ; t h poin t i s t hat t hey 
a pear t o bel iev i t is . • 

3 i mi l ar patterns were f ou nd among t he young Negr oes - t ose who ar 
s till in s choo l an thos e members of the wor kin g f orce who are singl 
and under t hi rty years of age . T ey, t oo , say t ha t an individual should 
ob~ain al l the educat ion he can, that t hy t emsel ve s should obt ain (or 
shou ld have obta i ned) more education . Aga i n t he t one they us e wen dis-
cussing educat i on is revealing . The f act that t hey have l efts hool or 
are cont emplating leaving it, appears to bring guilt- eelings . hen 
t h occasional youth d i d tell t he partici pant-observer that he enc ouraged 
another youth t o s t ay in s chool, it appeared t hat, among ot her things, 
he wished t o b r warded for p rforming a mo r ally good act . The gilt, 
t he automat ic pos itiv support, t he na i ve wa y of poin t i ng t o ow t hey 
tr i ed to get the value of f ormal education acr os t o younger br ot h rs 

nd o f orth - these are indicative o t he mor al quality they att aah to 
forma l educa t ion . Further t hey, t oo , often ouple such statem .nts with 
rationalizations for leaving school such as 11 t o h l p ou t the f amily" . 
T e degree to w ich t hes e reasons are valid is ven l e ss than among tho e 

37 . 3 ince noting t hi s patt ern I 
~ill Herberg ' s, Pr ot est ant 
where Herber g obse rves that 
America . 

hav dis c overed a similar argum nt i 
Cat holic and Jew, ( nch or Books), 
educat ion is part of t he r ligion of 

- t5 -



of t he parental genBration . In f act very f ew obtain jobs ,38 and of 
thos obtaining employment it is rare t o have a steady j~b39 and it is 
rare t at significant e onomic assis t ance can be or is given to t he ir 
fami lies . Moreover it ·s c ommon ):nowl edge a ong t e Neg.roe;;) t hems elves 
t at such ia the case . Tal king about job~ and money is a q ite regu -
lar a tivity among t he~e peopl e and certainly when t he youths do 
l eave school t hey are wel l aware that no e~ployment await s t hem in the 
area . 

Bef ore trying t o explain the f actora ehind t l is ori entat ion to 
formal educat ion and discus ing ome al t ernat e inter p etat ions , some 
menti on shoJld b~ made of ot er aspects of th is ori~nt ation found amon g 
t · e Guy~bor Negroe ;:i . As one might expect if ·orm<ll educa t ion is part 
of the offi ial morality , almo~t every pa r.,nt in all t hree communities 

igoro~s ly contended that t hey would see tat t heir c ildren received 
a~ much educati on as possible . S ch unequivocal asserti ons came fr om 
parents of all types 1 including tho e who in practic e t ke l i ttle in-
teres t in th education of their children and who have little knowl edge 
o Nhat education is . To ask a parent in thee communities whether he 
wi ll see that hie child receives as mu ch education as possible appears 
tantamount to as King - Will you try t o be a good parent? At l east it 
seems clear that the parents involved think of such questions a~ synony-
mous . In f act several parents have quite e,,plicitly tated the func-
tion of educa tion as " learning the kids to be r espectable" . 

Another facet of this viewing of educa t ion as part of ~he official 
morality is the myst ery and awe a.s o iated with things ed ational . 
Again we: are not referring t o wha t in practice occurs in everyday l if . 
We have a lready shown t hat ther e are patt erns to the contrary and shortly 
will discuss further thi a~ pe ct of th-ir ev·ryday behaviour . What we 
refer to he r e i s t. eir notion of how things educational should be . For 
instance t he Linc olnvill e school had it- annual C,ris t mas party recently 
to whi ch par ents we r e invited . The princi pal (a wh ite fema l e) intended 
tha t the party actually be a party, that is, that the at mosphere be fr ee 
and easy, hildren be allowed t o create a little ruc kus and so on . 
However, t he attending parehts rea ted quite negative ly t o this id.a 
and, by yel l ing at t h hildren t o be quiet and riti cizing t he t eachers' 
handling of the matter, strongly indicat ed t . at they believed that t he 
atmosphere should have been much more s ober and forma l . The teac er 
tried to explain to the parents t hat af t er al l it was supposed to b a 
party but it was apparent from t he vra y the pa re nts acted and t .e disa p-
proval oft e party's handling wh ich t hey e xpressed af t erwards to our 
intervi ewers that t ey (who certainly are not usually strongly disci-
plinarian in t he ir t reatment of ch ildren) believed a more "s acred" kind 
of demeanor t o be appropria t e t o the situat ion . In other word s t hey 
would have been pl ased if t he pa rty had been conducted li ke a hur ch 
supper . The interpr etation of th s e actions as symbolic of their ten-
dency t o link forma l educat ion with r eligion, or tr ea t it in a simil ar 
fashion~ is onl y tentative but it dos t · t with the previous analyses 

38 . Ct apter thre , page 10 

39 . Ibid . 
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and app ars to be rclate j also t o t he 'r orie tation to university . Tis orientation is r vealed in th e gr~a t i terest e prcs~ed by yo ng and old memb rs oft e commun'ties as to university li , J:et er jobs are obtained for gradua tes or rat er - e graduates are on their own, t . While the interest is partl y due to a de i~ e for Knowl edge about something of whi h they a every ignorant, the tone and manner of ques tioning - t he se aspe cts of spee are in everyday life at least as important and me ningful as th word~ used , altho gh m re diffi ult to pin down - indicated an almos t sacred attitude to1,vards unive i ty, the quintessen of fo mal ed cation . Indeed one 'ous 2ho.lder had a port rait pict r of a college graduate on er television et - she did not know who the graduate wa b t was very impressed (as wer- :::)thers as well) by it . The reverse of this patt ern also_ olds s a favourit e devi e sed by membars or t he communities t o ct people do~n to size, to make people ordinary if not desp i able , is to say, 11 he'., only got gr d.e one or two e.:iucati n and doesn ' t know anything" . 40 
It appears that in the broader society su h an o ientation to ed ation is su ported by / the economic and int llectual perspectives mentioned in the introduc t ion to this chapt er . It is i nteresting t o examin whether su hare props forte Negro orientation . As defined the intellectual perspective su ports a high regard f or formal educati on insofar as such education is deemed rucial for su cess . Int ellectual curiosity and lov of learning do not appear t o be prominent among t he Guysborough Negr oes, tha t i~, apart fr om very young chil dren wl o ap-peared interested in att ending school and learning new words and stories, etc .41 Pos ession of intelle tual sk ills is praised and desired but either for economic reasons or because it is considered r espectable . For ins tance, it was observ d tha in all thr e commu nities t here we r at l east a r ew persons who took a gr~at eal of pr ide int eir us~ of lang age, their ability t o use ''big words " , and that ot era we r e im-pressed by this s kill . I n another instance one individial , wit hin minutes of meeting t e partici pant-obs ervo!:', impressed u on hi +what . h cons id -ered t o be his special knowl edge of multipli ation . An t her person in a different comm nity told the writ r that while he had only grade four education, he was as smart as would be a person with grade ten education be ~ause he could " figure things ut like a scientist" . 
In s ch cas s as pres nt ed above it appears hat the individual s are not much interested i n t h- skill in i ts elf and its development but rather associate 1~ with st atus and barter it for rewarding respons s 

40 . juch a devi ce is, of course , t hreatening to one ' self-image if o e had very l ittle educat ion, as is the ca e among th~ Guysboroug Negroes . Howev r, amon_ thee people , as among mos t peoples, logi -cal consistency of everyday at tit des and b haviours i not high . And there are wa ys out of the dilemma . 
41 . There i ome evi enc e from the experiments of social p ychol gis t s that such an orientation is part of vh basic human condit ion, which furt her socializati on can ith r abe t or obs t ruct t oug some modi-fication 9 a l so relatively indep ndent of soc ial zat ion t occurs simply as a f unc ti on of the human psyche ' s need f or s t ability . In any event t his orient ation oft e v r y young does not ppear to be a function of t he Guysborough Negroes ' cul t ur e . 



in interact ion . Further, when rarents int e communities do at tempt 
to mot iva e th ir children t o remain in school they point ou as models 
for th em to fo low eit h r thee onomica ly s cce s f ul or t hos in re-

pectable pos it ions sue as minis ers . The closest that people in the 
comruunity come o valuing an intellectual orientation is in pervasive 
admiration of those who can r ad well . Bu ven with reading poss s-
sion of the skill is highly valu d largely for its prac t i cal cons -
quences such as reading government al orr spondence or l ett ers for 
ot he r s in t hs community rather than as a tool in intellect al d v lo -
ment . The relative non-e istence o an intellectual per pectiv among 
the Guysboro Negro es i predict able . Such patt rn appffa rs also t o be 
pr valent among lower socio e onomic groups gen rally . w Intellectu 1 
developm nt t rough f orma l education is alien to their worlds , ·snot 
a highly valued activity in their cultural adaptation be au.e the day 
to-day e igencies and that which ac compan i s them put greater valu on 
such activities as making out economical ly , getting a few pleasur sin 
a world of derivation, and so on . Aside f r om conomic consequences the 
fruits of f ormal education are vague but som how good . Thi- much has 
been gleaned by them from vatching televis ion , from interacting wit h 
th more socially advantaged and from those outsiders who in trying to 
initiat change, impress wit h their sinceri ty and who so o ten s t ress 
~ducation (i .. adult education and welfar officials) . Thus the ad 
mon itions of parents to s tay in school, t o ge t 11 the education I didn ' t 
get" are probably interpreted 1 apart f rom what ever connecti on they 
might have withe onomic success, by both parents and children a~ sim-
ilar to admonitions t o at tend Sunday School - some ow on is the be t t 
for it . • 

While t he gen ral value-orientation tha t Guysboro Negroes have 
t owards fo rma l educ ation is not s t rongly supported or supplemented by 
an intellectual erspect ive, it dos appea r at first gl ance that an 
economic persr ctive su p orting formal du cat ion is pervasive . The per-
cept ion of a posit ive correlation be tween obt aining good jobs and having 
high education is vi despr ead, suggest ing t hat an ec onomic p~rsptc iv 
supports or is part of t heir orientation to f ormal du cat ion . The par-
t i ci pant - observers observd t hat it was qui t e common f or parents in 
t alking to chi ldren about educati on t-- say "you jus t won ' + get anywhere 
wi t hout it" . As on e Negro parent said ... o some youths who in her pr sence 
sugges t ed they might not return to school in the fall, "wha t are you 
going to do if you don 't get an education, cut pulp in Cape Br eton or 
the rest o your life? Don ' t you know you can hardly gt a job digg ing 
dit ches without at least grade nine? 11 Ji.est r siden t s of the three com-
munit i es readily agree in tat on ' s chances of success are 
better if o. e has an eduction . Young people t hemselves of t en point 
t o the relationship b tween e onomic success and educat ion . On t old 
our observer that he had seen on television a man who said that in the 
future everyone wo ld have t o have a colleg education and added "were 
woul d that leave those peopl e who hav only grade one and t wo?" 

* A r ecent s t udy, drawing on data from several cul t ures, makes the 
po i nt tis way - "fur t hermore ed cat ion was viewed byte iddle 
cl ass as a good thin in itself, whereas to t he wor ing class i t 
was va l u d on l y as an i ns t rument al means t oad cent j o " · J .. 
Kahl - Some Meas ur ments of Ach ievement Orient ation, A. J . 3 . , Vol . 7, 
May 1965 . 



It 1vould, however , be f al lac ious t o thin k that the r elation of 
e onomic su cess t o f ormal edu ation is inter pr t ed in such a s imple 
and dire t way a ong t e Guysboro Negr oe · . For one ting, many Negro s 
be li eve tha t prejudi e and disc t'1.im:i.n ation agains t them rend :.rs the edu-
ation t hey do r e .cive to some degree useles~ . As one of the leadJrs 

of the Sunnyville Negroes said, "I t is not be ause Negr oes are unedu-
ated t at they do not get t he jobs be ause very f ew peopl e around her e 

are educat d; they don ' t get l abour jobs and jobs on the highway 
because t hey are coloured . " Such a vi ew was also expressed by a few 
persons in Lincolnvi l le and U. B.T. I t seriously quali ies the e conomi c 
p rs pe tiv, om what es ri~ s soc ial reality {there is at least some 
prejudice and dis crimi ation ) nd als o ovides a rationali zation ·or 
~a rent and chil ren . For in~tan e, t e guilt young people t av= when 

ont 8mplating the qui~~ing of s chool must b. overcome and tt 1- rat ion-
a lization is one of the me chani ms enabling t em to ransfer the guil t . 

The economic perspective c onc erning formal edu at i on is also s~r i-
ou ly qualified by a r ather realistic appr a i sal of their a ility to 
provide fo r adeguat e formal edu ation . Thi s i s ev"dent in t he foll w-
ing tabl e and the consequent om pa rison ith t he Whites of non-
me tropolit n Hal ifax Count y: 

TABLE 131 Apprai~al of House Heads as To The ir Ability To r ovide 

Can provi de 

Cannot provid 

for Childr ~ducation, By Community 

U. B. T . 

2 

Lincolnville 

3 

13 

~ynnyville 
,~ 

26 

Can do a little 6 7 7 

Don ' t know 

N.A. 4 11 

:ource : Author ' s urvey, Summe r 19 4 

Tot al rJ/ 
...L!-

1 ') 
--.J 13 

47 4 9 

20 21 

15 16 

T i\Bb,__1,1: AppraL,al of House old Heads in Non-Me tropolitan .Vhi t Hali ax 
County as t rb ility ot Provide or Children ' s Education 

Can provide 
annot provide 

Can do a l ittl e 
Don ' t know 
N. A. 

No . 

155 
68 
51 
15 
71 

.JL 
4 3 
19 
14 

4 
20 

3ource: Author ' ~urvey, Spr i ng and ~umner 1964 



It is lear from the above t bles t t t the Guysboro Negro re-
spondents diff r radically from the - hi t es in ap :r.aisirg their ability 
to provide fort eir children ' s education - tote extent that he 
modal re~pon e for the Nhites i posit~ve w ereas the similar re-
sponse forte Negroes · s negative . As to the degree of educati n 
they were con~idering when ma king their appraisals, i t is proba _e 
that if here 's any differe ce, it would be tha White ~o cont .m-
plate t he higher educat' on .42 Thus the diff eren es may be even ~reater 
than shoV'm in the tables . It is als o possible that the responses given 
by the Negroes reflect their role-playing from the point of view or the 
research project - they knew the proje twas an e amination of their 
n eds and hen e e pressed need . But such subtl e explanations as thee 
appear les valid giv n what we know about t he conomic conditi ns 
prevalent in the Negro communities . hlhi l e it i probable that the 
Guysboro Negr es overeJtimate the ost of high-school education 
( direct and indir ct) since hey know so ittle about it and have an 
unusual l y hig. es timate of it, there is a basis in reality for their 
appraisal . This inad quacy to rovide also means that children attend~ 
ing t. e mixed s hoo l s would be poorly dressed , have poor lunches and so 
on and altl oug such matters might appear trivial they are important 
in the ~o ial and psy ological adaptation of the young N gro and wil 
be discussed at length later in this sect ion . 

A final point nesds t o be r~ised in dealing with t ie Negroes ' 
conomi c perspect ive on formal education and that is the lack of em-

ployment possibilities in the area . Many persons .in the communities 
appa __ ently believe that t he area has nothing to offer indus·rious young 
people and thus f ormal education would be useless unless one migrated . 
One young person t old the parti ipant-observor that if his educational 
plans were realized he would pro ably have to go away to oronto or 
Montreal to obtain commensurate opportunitie . The observor in Sunny-
ville described the patt ern among the youth t here as - " t hey s;em to be 
committed t o the following notion: Well, why should I get an edu ation 
i f I am not go ing to u e it . " gain , t here is definitely a basis in 
rea l ity for such judgment,43and again we o served a mechanism which can 
be used t o rationalize one ' s leaving school and handle whatever guil t 
sue act ion might arouse . Under existing condi t ion~ it is probably 
true t, at opportuniti s are better for the wel l- educat ed outside th- com• 
muni t y . Perhap_, what is not so evident and not explicitly verbalized 
byte Jegroes t hemselves is what is involved i n migration . Migration 
entails a severe rupture with friends and family ; it means leaving t he 
security of the ghetto and t aking a chanc in a hos t ile world .44 It 
is not somet hing tat one does without anxie ty . Finally the l a k of 
awareness of what job opportunities are avai l able in t he area and out-
side of it is related to their lack of awareness of wha~ one receives 

42 . See t e tables on the "hopes" of parents in non -m tropo itan 
White Halifax County and Guy boro Negro communities , for their 
children 's achievemen ins hool - pages 23-25 . 

43 . See Chapter tree on t he economy of the area . 
44 . For a ull discus$ion of migration patterns and attitudes, see 

Chapter even . 



t ro gh f ormal edu cation . For t ' ese r asons, t en, f ormal edu at ion i 
not c .:m cret ized but ra t her is connected to employment in onl a vague 
ma n e r . 

I n summary t en , it can be said that t . e basic value - or ien· at ion 
held by t he Guysboro Negroes with regard t o f rmal education is t ha t 
i t is a vague but good t h i ng . Concern i ng i t t hey do not have a hig ly 
developed int e l lectual perspectiv, and t he economi c perspec t iv, though 
pr esent, i s vere l y mi t iga t ed bydh r f actors . The main pops on 
whi ch f ormal educat ion r es ts in ours c iet y , t he main sources of i t s 
motivat ion , ar e t hus very wea: among t he Guysboro Negroec . The fa ct 
that f or ma l educa t ion is con~id~r ed by t hem t o be a good thing and t hat 
fai l ur e to achieve eli c it s guilt f ee l i ngs i s t es t imony t o the power of 
of fi c ial morali t y and t o t he eff ectiveness of m de r n soc ializat ion . I t 
i possible t ha t th guilt f eeling, the ra t ionaliza t ions, represent a 
d ep- eat ed awareness ( glean-d as sugges t d abov fr om t lEvision, so ial 
worke r s, etc . ) t hat formal education is t he way to what tney would con-
sid r success, t h ir panacea . 45 I n an y event , it app ar t hat the 
Guysboro Negroes share t he g nera l Canadian value-ori&nt at ion towa rds 
f or ma l du ation but wit hout t he suppor t ing pe rspe ctives found in t he 
broader societ y . 

Kttitudes , - our ccs of Mot ivat ion and T ns i on: 

If we examine t e hopes t at Negr o parent s ave fo r t h ir c ildr en ' -
educ at ion and compare t hese wi t h wha t hy t h in k t he children wi l l 
a ch i ve, i t can be obse r ved t hat a d i parity exis t s : 

TMBLE 15 : Hopes of Hous ehol d Heads Concern i ng Children ' s Edu c ation , 
by Community and 3ex of Childr en 

U. B.T. Linc olnvil le ~un nyv ille Tot al 

M- i:; M. ,E . L· ,E . M• F. M. !... • 

Public s chool l l 9 8 11 13 21 2 22 

High s chool 15 15 12 12 4 35 61 62 64 

"Col lege" 4 2 2 l l 7 3 7 

Don ' t know 2 2 7 5 7 C 7 

.S ource: Autho.r ' s 3urvey , Summer 1964 

,E . 

23 

65 

3 

g 

5 . The eff ect of othe r val ue-ori ent at ions preval nt among t , Guysboro 
N gr oes uch as 11 i t ' s a l iv i ng ell on earth n on t he ori nt at ion 
t owards edu cat i on would be int eres t ing t o anal yze but our da t a are 
t oo s cant y t o allow t his . 



TABLE l • Educat ion T Childr n . 
Obtain, by Community and ildr_fil2 

U. B.T. Lincolnvill viJ.l:,st Tot al O/ 

M. .t • !:. • f . M. F. M· f. . h1 . .E . 
Publ i School 5 4 11 10 18 17 34 31 35 32 

High • chool 13 12 11 10 8 31 52 53 4 55 

"Collegen l 1 1 l 2 2 2 

Don ' t know l 3 2 7 5 8 10 9 11 

3 0,ll___fil ; Aut hor ' s 3ur vey, s mmer 1S64 

Th-re is of co rse a large amount of agreement bet ween the hopes 
a expressed to t he interviewers and th t hinking of t he respond nts 
concerning t e education of their childr en . The modal r esponse in 
both ases and for t he t hr ee communities is igh sc1ool . At the same 
t ime t here is indicat din t h · tabl es a quite onsistent tr nd for 
parenta_ hopes t o outs tr ip what par nts actually thin th ir children 
wil achieve; such a patt ern exis ts or t h · Negro communities as a 
whole as well as for each communi ty independ ntly . A.bout 15% of t he 
respondents ac co nt for t his disparity between opes and xpect at ions . 
Anot1er 15% indica ed that t hey t ought only one o· the ir cl ildren 
would actually achieve t h d gree of educat ion t at they (th paren t s) 
hoped for . Ther is some variation in the re~ponces by ommunity, t e 
U. B.T. parents bo t h oping and t in king that thei r chil dren will obt ain 
more educat ion . Before commen t ing f urt er on the Negroes hopes and 
expe ct at ions$ i t is important t o establish p rspe ctive by presenting 
data on the hopes and expect ation of 1 ite residents of non-
me tropolit an alif ax County . 

T· BLE 17 : Hopes of old Head in Non-M t rop li t an Whi t e Halifax 
County Communities Cone rni ng Ghil dr n ' s Edu cation by 3ex 

of Children 

Public s choo l 

High s chool 

"College 11 

Do ' t knowa 
'::5ource: 

Male 
!l.Q . .1L 

1 

144 40 

176 49 
37 10 

Author ' s --- urvey, 

Fema l e 
.!lQ . % ---

3 1 

1~9 39 

151 41 
7 19 

Spring and -:.:iummer 1964 
a - There are a large number 0 1 don1 t knows indi cat ed int is t able 

and t h~ net . This is artly becaus of t he refu al of som re-
spondent s to gob yond saying tat " it ' s up t o t e kids " or 
"whatever they want" bu t the chi r ason is t ha t the ques tions 
we re not ask d hypothet ically of r spond nt· wit hout childr n in 
man y instances - an rror di covered too late to be corre t ~d . 

- <jJ., -



TABLE 18: Edu cation Tha t Household Heads i.n Non-Met £Q.Q.Qli tan dhite 
Hal i f ax Coun t y Thin 1 Their C ildren Jill Obt a i n, by 3£2£ 

of Children 

Male Female 
no . .!lQ. . "I -t:L 

ublic s chool 11 '1 7 ..., 

Hi gh s chool 181 50 170 47 

"Col ege 11 97 27 93 2 

Don ' t know 71 0 90 25 

.:3ourc e : Author ' s Su rvey, 3pring and Summer 19 4 

Th e fir s t poin t t o be i nduced fr om t he above da t a is that t here 
are very sign if i cant abs olut e differences in th t hinking and hoping 
of the ~1hi t e as ppose t o t he Negr o parents . Proportionally t 0 Negro 
hope- are very much l e s s t han those of the .Vhit e pa r en s; 49% of the 
Whit parent s hope th ir male children will obtain f or mal post-high 
s chool educ a '-ion ( 11 college 11 ) c mpared t o onl y 7% of t.1e Negro s . The 
differ nce s for f emale chi l dr n ar e equally pronoun ced . Also many 
mor- - pro cr tiona1ly - Negro par nts place tra:r hopes on publics hool 
educ at i on f or their children - in the ca e of male children, 22% as 
compa r ed t o only 1% of the Whi t e parent s . The differ nces betwe ~n ite 
and N gro are a l so grea t when we consider wr at the parent s t hink t heir male 
children wil l achieve~ .Many more Negro pa r en t s t hink t heir ma l_ c ild-
r en wil l only obtain public s choo educat ion - '5% as compared t o only 
3% of t he Nhites . The critical diff er ence be t wee n Negro and Jhite hope 
and expectati ons is t hat f or t he fo r mer par ents dispar ities for the 
mos t ,art hi ge on the public s chool or high s c ool quest i on46 ile 
f or the la t ter parents t he salient dis t inction is high s chool or "colleae" . 
Looked at in t his way j t he dis parity r at io1, is slightly greater f or the 
Whites . More than t he Negroes , t hey hope t heir children wi ll r eceive 
gr ea t er edu cation t han t he y t hink t he children actua lly will . 

·xplanation of t hese dif f ere nces bet ween t he #hite and the Negr oes 
is very difficult . On the one tand i t i s probably true t hat t he Negr oes 
simply do not have an underst and ing of t he educati onal process which 
is as adequa t e as that of t he Wh ites . As mentioned earlier ar.d t his 
i s un ders t andable in view of t he ir own educational achi evement , N gr o 
parents do over s timate the i mport ance of high- s chool educa t ion . Te 
absenc e of an inte l lectual p r spective and t he lack of knowledge of em -
ployment possibili ti es in r e l ation t o ducation also mean t hat whil e t he·,. 
accept t he fa ct t hat educ ation is i mport ant ; their "hop ing and t hin king" 
cou ld be gea r ed t o a l ower l evel of a hievement . The ~hit pa r en t s on 

46 . Further it cannot be assumed t ha t t ose hoping their hildren ~ta i n 
high- s choo l du cat ion meant that the ir children graduat . The hopes 
of t he Negr o par nts are surprisingly low. A r ecent s t udy of t he 
hopes of negro mot er s in Phil adelphi a r evealed 44% want ed a colleg 
education f or t he ir sons - and t h se mo ther s w r e cat egoriz 'by t h& 
inves ti gator as be l onging t o t h8 lowest soci o- conomi c cat egory of 
t e gen ral lower s t atu s population d al t wit in the study . .:ie 

. Bell, " Lower Cl ass Negro Mo ther ' s Aspirati ons For Th ir Childr n" . 
~oci al Fores , Vo l . 43, 1965 . 

- CfJ -



the other hand, would gen rally t hemselves ave had some Lig -school 
education or at leas t live in c mmunit i ·3 wh r such was m r- usuall y 
the case among perso s of t he i r genera t i on .. . H 'n t ·Ng oes and 
,r it es would probably link t he resoluti on of their own di ssat is f act ions 
and t h poss i bil i t i··s of a be t er li f e wit different l vels of f ormal 
edu cation . Tat tis appears o t ~e ase i s evident i nt e allow-
ing t ables wh i ch t abulat t he di erential respo se t o the ques t ion of 
t he r e l at ion bet we en "succ ss" and duca t ional achievement . 

House old Heads ' A~s ssme nt of t he Amount of du cation 
N ded f or a Young Person t o be a ~u ccess , by Community 

U. B.T. Li ncolnville 3unny:vill e Total I 
..2£.... 

Publ ic s chool 1 2 6 C :, 9 

Hig S C ool 14 . 6 42 72 75 

°Col l ege 11 5 5 5 15 

Don ' t know 

··ourc e: Au t hor ' s 3urvey, ~pring and :, umrner l S 4 

TABLE 20 : Aseessment of Hou ·ehold Heads i n No n-Metropolit an ali f ax 
County of Edu cat ion Needed f or a Young Pers on t o be a 

Publ ic s chool 
Hig s chai 
11 Col lege 11 

Don ' t know 

3ource : Author ' s 

3u ess 

-9...:. . % 
s 1 

1'"8 38 

214 0 

3 1 

5urvey , 3pring and Summer 1964 

Th r e i s cl early a subs t ant ial dif f erence in t e assessment s o t te Whit~and N groes; mos t Negr oe- t i nk high-s oo l educati on is n eded 
for success where as mos t Whites bel i _ ve 11 coll ege" is ne ess ary . T s 
the tabl es appear t o sup~ort t he above argumen t . But it i s also evident 
t hat, i f we compare t he ir views on the amount of edu cat ion ne ces sary f or 
a young p rson t o be a success wit' their ho ping and t h in king conce r ning 
t heir own children' s educ at ion, some Negr parents do not even hop , 
le t alone t in k, t ~t t heir children will re c iv the amount of education 
they beli ve nece sary f or su es in t hi soc i et y . 91% believ high-
s hool education or more i s necess ary f or success but only 71% hope 
t . at t ·i r own c ildren will obtain su ch education . From t he tables 
presen edit would app art at t h ~hits ar int .& same s ituat ion; 
more said "college" t o be ecessary f or su c ss t an hoped their male 
ch ildr n would obtains ch education . Not e howe v r t at th gap - pro -
porti ona t ely bet ween hopes f or a ildren and ass ssment oft e education 
nesded for su c ss i s less fort e ,J i t s . As expla in d earl ier , becaus e 
of t h small numb rs of Negr o r esponde t s it was cons i d red expedient t o 
collapse t hni al 6lleg t raining and co l l eg . int o t he one category 



" colle ell . Th i s c ol ~a sing act ually i de"' an import ant f a t about t e 
Whi t e s hope s an t h i r as sessment s f or "'U C s , m.mely , t at 41% o 
t he ~vhi t par ent s hop t heir mal e ch i dr en will re c iv a col l ege edu -
c at ion whe r eas only 36% beli v i t i s necessar y i f a young pers on is 
t o bee me a ucc e s . I t ap ea r s t en ha t not onl, do \'Vh .· t es ' hopes 
f or t heir ch i l dren more approx i ma · e t heir a ses ma nt of is neede 
f or succ e s on t he wh l e bu t t here i among some of t hem a "do be t t er" 
attitud . Furthe r their hopes , t h in ki ng and asse , sment s occur on a 
higher l evel than i s t h. case among t he Negroe s . 4 7 Am::mg t he Negr oes 
on t h ot her and t h r e appears t o be an att i t ude of acc ommmoda t ion, 
~n acc ept anc e of be ing le s ~ t han s ucc ess fu l , p rvas ive enough t hat i t 
might be s i gnific ant . The ir low asp i r at ions and asses sment s supple-
men t ed by t h is trend might ver y wel l be i ndic at ive of a res i gnat i on to 
s cond -c las s s t at us - a s indic at ed in Tabl e 13 o ly t hirteen perc nt 
be li eved t hemsel ves c apabl e of pr oviding for the ir children' s educat io . 4~ 

In dealing wi t h parent al mo tivat ion of children as regar ds f or ma l 
du cat ion i t i s nec ess ary t o eep in mind t he ir ba i c value o ient a '·ion 

as we ll as the dif f er enc e bet ween t heir hop ing and t i nk ing and also 
the di spari t y be t wee t heir hopes fo r t eir chi l dren and t heir b li~fs 
as t o t e amount of educat i on ne cess ary for ucc ess . I t would seem on 
t he basi s of what as al r ady been m nt ioned that t -r e would be some 
pos i tive motivation from t e pa r ents but t ha t i t would be mi t i gat ed 
by (a ) a lack of knowl edge and con s equent in abil i ty to assis t c_ ildren 

4 7 . Techni a l s chool ing wa s r ar ely m ntioned by t he Negro responden t s, 
wher eas for t he Whi t es it was a meani ngfu l t egory . nly 2% of 
t h, Negro r esponde nt s hoped the i r ch ildr n (ma l e and femal com-

'bined) ·wou:ld i r ece i ve • ome t echnic al s chool in g wher ·as t he cor re -
ponding f igure for t he J hit es was 20% . · i milarl y on ly 5% 0 t he 
Negro r es pon de nts t hought technical s chooling was needed f or a 
young r<:>r s on t o be a 11 :.=; ucc ess n whe r eas a pproximat ely 24% oft 
.v i t e-3 ht.: l d t i is vi ew . Her e t hen i s a cruc ial di f er enc e b t ween 
t he ~h i t e s an Negroes considered as r ga r ds t he t ype of edu cation 
desired . Th ere app ar t o be a va r i et y of r easons f or t hi s dif-
fer ence a:·nong t hes e cont ernpor aries - l ack of a t radit i on in s killed 
work among the Negr oes , gr at r opportuni ty f or J hi tes in t rades , 
e t . Whe t e r or not ther e i s any differenc e in val ues which i s 
pertin nt t o t his mat t er wil l be xplored l at r, i n t he cna t ,r on 
va lue s . 

48 . ~e pa ge M in t h is chapt er . Obviously a c r 1 c i a l f actor her e i s 
t e economi c we l l -being of t he Negr o c ommunit i es . U. B. T . r es i dent s 
who on many c r i t eri a ar e t he '1 bes t - off " of t he Negr o r espondent s 
had hi gher hopes , e tc . t han t he ot ers . oreover t he ir hop in g is 
quit e simila r t o what t he y be li eve to be nee s s ary fo r s uccess . 
Neverthe l ess t he l eve l at whi ch t hese oper at e i s l ower t l an among 
the J hi t e- . No s i m l ~conomi c expl anat i on i s h i g l y sati s f a -
t o bec au e even t e r e s id nt s o 11 poor 11 ,Jhit e c ommunitie s ad 
grea t e r asp irations, e tc . 



or cre a e settings appropri ate to t heir mot iva t ion and {b) a t ende c y 
t o accommodat fai lure or wi t hdrawal or poor e f ~or t on t e par t of 
t he hildr .... n . 

Teachers in Lin c~lnvill e have c omment don t he lack of en cour -
agement given .hildren by t eir parents an guardians and su comme nt s 
hav a.lso be en made by generally inf armed W' it s in Sun yvillt, . AS 

one sa i d , " t e arent s, it seems f l t hat grade six is enough and so 
children leave s choo l when t h -y hav comple t ed grade six o:r t ereabouts . 11 

The r e is some evidence in su, ort of such on t entions . For ins t ance 
on r s chool - boy told t he part icipant-observer t hat ''nobody a t home 
cares whe ther I s t udy or not so ther e ' s no trouble with the old man" . 
Further none of t e partic ipant - obs rvors found any indication that 
hild r en who fa i led or did poorly in s chool were negatively s anct ioned 

by their paren ts . But the problem of pa rental motivation is much more 
compl ex t han this and actually t . ere i ~ more evidenc that parent s 
are intere ted in t heir children ' s education and translate thi s interest 
into behavioural terms . Such appears es c i lly to b ti G case in 
U. B.T . 

In U. B. T. the par nts were g nerally uite upsGt wen by 
~eptember 7th . t ' e elementary s chool had not yet open d and t here wa s 
some unc ertainty a_ to who tie teacher would be and when t he s chool 
would open . This concern was refle cted i n act ion - ceveral parents 
conve ed wi t one anot ! r on t .e ma tt er and telephon , calls w re 
made t o officials outside th~ c ommunity . Te thinking wac thats ~e -
t h ing mu t b donr at once . Also in U. B. T . the par~nt s ex ·rted sm1d 

_ r essure upon t e adolesce nt s t o return to s c ool and thoug ti~ 
migh t partiall y be explained i n t erms o t·1e attra tions of the Youth 
Allowance, equal ly important among sone paren t s was t he desire t o s •~ 
t at th ir c1ildren received as much du cation as pos sible . Te par-
ti c ipant-observer not d tat in several f amil i s t he pa ents qui t 
wi -l in gly assumed t h chor~ s normally delega t ed to the older c~ ildren , 
t he reby enabling t he la t t er t o attend s chool at Guy. boro . Even t he 
pa rent who pulled his ch i ldren out of the local s chool tried t o get 
them es t abl i shed in correspondence cou rs es . In additi on to relievin g 
children of chor eg , some U. B. T. parents t ried t o otivate t hem by en-
c ou ragin g t hem to do t eir homework . Ther r w·re a -ew examples o • 
par ent s sending a c. ild to anot _ r room t o do his home ork and of on . 
pa r ent argu i ng with his spouse because the la t ter had giv n t he · • ild 
a chore wh n the c' ild should have be n s t udying . 

T evidence f or par ental i1volv m nt is mu ch greater in U. B. T. 
than in Lincolnville and ~unnyvi lle . In almos t every ta le presen d 
t _ s far int is chapt er t here as been a onsistent trend f or U. B. T. 
r e idents t o be clos r tot. e Hhi tes i educati n, in t heir t hinking 
and ho ing conc erning t eir children ' s edu at ion and in their vi ew 
o th Q amou nt of education necessary r 11 ~u cce_s 11 • The U. B. T. r esi -
den t more oft en own their om lands and possess woodlot s t nan the 
Lin colnville and 3unnyvil e resid nts . Mo re v r they ha ve be n mor 
ex po:: ed to adult edu cat ion program, c - . It shou d not be sur rising 
t hen that t he pa r ents in this community on t e wholes ow greater in-
t er st i1 edu at ion and appear t o motivate their childr n mor e t han do 
the pa rents of Linco nvill and Sunnyville . T' .e part i i pant-obs e vors 
in thes · la tt r com uniti es did not as of t en e counter such positiv 



involvement as was f un in U. B. T. As .le obs2rvor in Lincolnv ill -
noted , 11 i n mos t house olds o provis i on wa made f or t hB children 
t o do homework su ch as relieving them of chores, curtailing ot her 

ctiviti es in the home for an hour or so during hool nights or 
even as ki ng th ir ch i ld r en t o study" . Pa .ants in Lincolnville and 
junnyville more oft en al lowed tha i£ children to stay om from school 
for such t hings as cutting Chri s t as trees in the fall . The di fer-
ence as comoa r ed to U.B. L is revealed int e S vatement of one of the 
Lincolnv" ll~ communi'y 1 aders who wh n made aware t hat one of ~he 
teach rs would be aDsent for a t' me said h cidn ' t mind s he could 
use his child at · om . Il e diff r nc• s among par~nts of th three 
communities ar e also brough ou i n t i fol lowing table . 

TABLE 21: rientation of Household Head to Gov rnmental Involvem~nt 
-~duc_at ion , by Commun Tiy-

U. B. Tt. Linc o.Lnvil le Sunnyville Total 1-- -
Th in ·s the: 

gov ' t is doing 9 13 16 3:) 

enough 

gov ' t i s doing 0 1 2 3 
t oo much 

gov ' t i s doi 9 J.l 6 2 19 
too l ittle 

.i ource : Author ' s Survey , 3ummer 1964 

As indicated in t he table mos t household heads in t he c ommuni-
ties thin k that the governm nt i_ doing enough in educat ion . However 
t here i s a shar di ffer ence be t ween t he res ponse of U. B.T . residents 

63 

5 

32 

and that of the ot her comnuniti es ' r esidents . The former qu ite cl arly 
stand o~t i n desir i ng governmental involvement and thes e da t a also fit 
the reviou an~lysis . Thus while in each community the parents or 
gua rd'ans are not all simil r in th ir attitudes towards edu cation and 
the ir motiva t ion of their children in ~chool, it does appear valid t o 
tal k about the communities as who le in each cas . Nevertheie s the 
di f f erences among t he communities ar matter~ of degr et . In Linc oln-
ville, t he parents, jut a f ew years agot signed a petition calling 
for t he r emoval of a t eacher on the grounds t hat the teacher used poor 
me thods and furthert they have be~n very critical of another teacher 
who , according to them , as mis ed too many cl asses and does not app ar 
t o have the inter ests of t he pupi l s at heart . Moreover ther e are 
s-veral parents both in Lincolnville and Sunnyville who at t empt to se 
~hat th ir ch i ldre n do th ir homework regularly and~ o have sug~e ions 
for improving the 8du ation of eir children . 



Parent al motiva ion of children' educ at ion i qua!i f ied by 
at leas t t wo t s of fa ctor s . One of t e mo t imper an is t heir 
la ck o knowledge of t h mechanisms of educ at ion. what t h whole ting 
is about . Given t heir poor educat ional bac kg rour d and t he rat! r 
moral is i c ap· roa ch t 11~ y l av~, t 1?y of t en consid er i t eno gh . i m;,l 
t ot 11 t child to o his : omewor ~. If t e child says e ha~ no 
suc h work t o do, ti e paren ts are usuall sa t isfied . The parent are 

sen t ially e t er al t o the ' oJ.- duc at ional pr oce s - t hey are, 
for the moo t part , unable t o giv the child mu ch hel . with his s ool 
work; indeed i t ould be Jmbarrassing or t h m t o try . The narrow 
conf ineo of t heir experie. ce are almo t an t ithetical t o th l~arning 
situation . Ta ke for ins t ce t heir r ading habits as pr sent ed in 
the f l_owing table in com a ison to those o-- vJhite Non-Me tropoli t an 
Halif ax Coun ty re~id ·nts: 

TABLE· 2: Reading Habit s of Guysboro Negroee . Maga zin.s and Pap r 

!lQ • .L 
No magazine 0 pap rs read 33 5 

Onl local newspa 1 ers 7 12 

Ne: r.J papers and ot he. loca p blications 11 18 

N wspapers and non-local publ i cat ion 3 

Un c l ssi f iable 7 

Au t ho 1 s Surv-y , 3ummer 1~ 4 

1 BLE 23 : Reeding Habit s of Whi t e Non- etropolitan Hali f ax Count y 
Resident s ~~_gazines and Pa2tr~ 

No magazin s or paper read 

Onl y local newspaperQ 

News pape rs and ot her local 
publi cations 

Ne spa, rs and non-lo cal 
publicat ions 

Unc lassif iable 

l 

D..9..!. 
-o 
97 

23 

5 
r-; 

. % 
14 

7 

l 

. ..iou r e uthor ' s ~urvey , ummer and 1prin~ 19 4 



I is apparent fro . t he t ·ble t ha a majorit y f he Gu_~ oro 
N groes do no reading a a1149 f t e so t th at would give them 
insight i t o t hew rkings of educ at ion , int o t he relat i onshi bet ween 
edu ca t ion and soc i ety ad would enabl t hem t o be really involved in 
their I ildr - ' ~ edu cation . Those who did r d, rad ei he~ reli-
gious art i les ( uncl as ifi . e) or t he quit narrow loca l publ icn 
· in . In cont rast t h m jorit y in Halif ax Count y rea nev ra1~rs 
pl u~ non-lo c a publ i cations . The 11 - t cir ali; posi ·ion of the Negro 
parents a so .e ans t hat ev n am ng t os v,ho do en ourage children t.O 

s t udy , t ere i s a lack of knowl edge as t th· se t ting a propriate o 
their hi l dren ' s education . Thus th television rema ins swi ched -on, 
,t ers in the house are allmrd o makt.0; nois home1rJork is i.n t .rrupted 

for cores and l itt le is done, wi thi 1 h admi t t edly na r row imits 
~ossible~to eff ec c an appro~ria· e mat eria l se t ting . 

Anot her s. t of c t or ~ mit igat i g at ever motivation tie paren t s 
enge nder i n childr .n conc e~ns t e r ole - models point ed t o . C ildre 
are u ual l y e ouraged to get as mu ch ed cation as ' 1e t eacher or t he 
minister vho are Negro t hemselve . Given the import an ce att a .. cd ~o 
the Negro - ,ilr i te disti.n t ion and as mentioned above , t he belief t nat 
th ere is disc ri~inat ion and prejudic aga i ns t Negroes , it is import an t 
i ed at ion i t o b de f i ned i n a on cre t e rewa r ding way t o e f er 
t o t he bett er- edu cated local Negroe s as &·emplar s . owever, hese 
same people are quite oft en ingl d ou ·'· f or ridicule and disparag m t 
by t i1 parent s i n fr o t o the children . Re11iarks ' as d on belie· s 
a t o t he pov r t y, inadeq acy ( 11 he ' s ju t a smoot h t alk r") nd power-
les ness of say t _ e t eac . e r and in i t ~r seriously cu t into t. he ef-
fe ct ivene s of u ing t ern as rol e - mod ls f or p rpo es of motivat ing 
t he c ildren. not er a. pec t of t his theme is t ha t t .e f emale pare. ts 
alone were ound t o u ·e uch refe:re ts . From our da t a , i t appears 
t . a t very few of the men referred t he c ildr t o such persons as role-
models ra t her t hey wer e esp, c i al y cri tica l t owards such persons . In 
fact, t e t ask of motiva t ing t he childre w in all thre e commui i-
ti es le- t larg ly tote f emales . hu~ f or the male ~hool children 
i t wast e mo t hers (more assoc iated with moral ity ) po i nting t hem to 
t he t eachers and min is t er (respe ctabl e p rson ) as models t o f ollow, 
while t e f at ers (poorly edu cat ed) we r e oft n critical of these per-
sons . The ifficulties of identifi at ion in' erent in t is .-:,itua io 
are great inde d espe ially as one c onsiders t at manlin· ss in every-
da li f e is d fined in terms of t he be. avio r oft e f athers . Te 
gene ra l f e~ale domin ance support ed by the i mportance of governmental 
a~si t an ce50 t o the household and the number of matrifocal house-
holds~! as be~n found el ewhe e t o be n gatively orrela t e wi t 1 aca-

49 . ~s r e ards t he re ding of boo.·s , no da t a is avai l ab e but s i g-
nif i ant ly su ch read ing was not m ntioned , apart fr om reading 
t he bib e, du ring t int rviews no did t he partic ipant -
ob ~rvors find such evidenc e du ri ng t he ir s t ay i n t he commun i ies . 

50 . -') e c apt er fou r 9 sect ion on household in om-

51 . .' chapt er t hree , hou hold compo i t i on 



demic motivat i on. 52 

Finally there is a built-in pressure for Negro parents to accommodate 
failure or lack of effort on the part of the children . There is some 
evidence particularly from U.B .T . that the parents insist that their 
school-age children remain in school , and do their studying. In Lincoln-
vi l l e and Sunnyy.~lle similar parent al pressure was observed in a few 
c ases , although it is difficult in some cases to detennine how much 
s i gnificance to attach to the parental desire to collect the Youtg Allow-
ance. Certainly, as will shortly be seen , the youths who have returned 
to school s i nce this act was passed are not interested in school and 
frequentl y absented without their parents sanctioning them. With perhaps 
t hen some exception in U.B.T., it was observed that most parents showed 
little disapproval when adolescents decided to leave school1 those who 
thought it an unwise move simply stated t hat "if he wants to make it hard 
for himself that ' s up to him" . Nowhere was it observed that the parents 
directly encouraged a lack of effort or withdrawal from school , but the 
pressure against such behaviour 'Wl.S minimal . We say that there is a builti-
in pressure among parents because as indicated earlier , they do tend to 
accept a second-class status for themselves and their children and more-
over , they cannot push their children too far since they themselves have 
very poor educ ation and hence their image in the eyes of their chi ldren 
'W'Ould suffer if they were to argue that without much education , one is 
a failure . 

Attit udes , Motivation and Tensions Among School Children 

As mentioned earlier young Guysboro Negroes also believe that 
t hey should try to obtain a good education . They share the value-
orientation suggested above , do not appear to have an intellectual 
perspective and their belief in the economic perspective on fonnal 
education is similarly qualified. Commonly enough , many of these 
youths did not express any particular educational aspirations but some 
di d mention job hopes, such as joining the services , becoming a nursing 
assistant or obtaining a gr ade , which requires at least some high school 
education . From the data on hand it appears that high school edu-
cation is thcught by them to be de irable - college education was 
essentially not part of their thinking or hoping . In fact, however , 
as was indicated in an earlier table , very few ever go on to high 
school although more attend grades seven and eight at the rural high 
school in Guysboro Town . Nor , as was indicated in the bable dealing 
with fa ilure rates and as was mentioned by the local taachers , does 
their motivation appear to be high either in public school or h~gh 

52 . In a recent study , erican adolescents who described thbir mothers 
as dominant in family decision-making tended to be relatively low 
on autonomy and academic motivation . G. Elder Jr ., "Transmission of 
Values and Nonns in Process of Child Rearing" , unpublished Ph . D. 
dissertation , Univ. of North Carolina 1964 . Further Devereaux et al . 
found that American and West Gennan pre- adolescent boys in extremely 
wife-dominated families were rated by teacher s and peers as more 
selfish , incompetent , excitable and dependent than boys from any 
other type of family . E. Devereaux et . al . "Patterns of Parent 
Behaviour in America and West Gennany , " Int ernational Soc i a l Journal, 
1 4 , 196 2 . 



school . Once again then we have a disparity between what i thought 
to be good and desirable and what is act ually done . #e s hall att mpt 
to get at some of the sources and implications of this disparity , 
espe c ially those which are intrinsic t o the s chool situation, by u ing 
a s i mpl e typology of s tud ents ' orientation towards s chool and dis-
cuss ing concomitant tensions . 

f ew rather clear pat tern have emerged as r egards students ' 
orientation t owa r ds edu cation . One wh ich is quit pervasive among 
boys int ir teens is t hat of looking upon go ing to school as an un-
desirable necessi ty, accompanied by a beli f that they are not going 
to go very f ar anyway and by acts such as teasing the t eacher while 
in s chool and frequently pl aying 11 hookey11 • This kind of orientation 
was found especially among yout hs i n Lincolnville and Sunnyville, 
many of whom were attending s c. ool la rgely b cause, given t heir age, 
their f amilies would not otherwise re eive the Youth All owance and 
beeaus there were few job prospect s in the area . n exampl of such 
an adaptation is the case of a seventeen year old boy who had attended 
t he Guysboro high s chool t he year before, but in ~eptember 1964 was 
unde c ided as to whether he would ret urn . He di d not like the teac her s 
and claimed that 11 they were alwa ys picking on you" and were 11 boring 11 • 

This f ellow ment i oned how he fr equent l y foo led around in school and 
how when sent up to t he princi pal ' s office f or some misdemeanor such 
as smoking, said "you ' d just keep right on going past the office and 
out the door, up to the hill where you lay on t h grass and had a 
smoke" . Another exanple concerns three girls in Lin col nville who are 
between fifte en and eighteen years of age but till in the Lincolnvi ll 0 

el mentary s chool . These girls who are primarily in school becau e of 
Youth l l owance - in f act two r eturned t o s chool after t he allowance 
came into eff ect - f requently absent t hemselves and only reluctantly 
take part in any school activit ies . At t he school Christmas party, 
f or instance, they r ef used to join with the rest of the pupils bu t 
rather stayed in a dis t ant corner of t he ro om where they smoked and 
danced . 

Anot her pa ttern, involving onl y a f ew s t udents mos t of whom were 
f emal s, was t he almos t complete withdrawal from activi t ies in t he 
communi ty, es pecially from as sociati on wit h their peer group and a 
concentrat i on on studies wh i ch was considered by ot ers in t he com-
mu nities to b at t. e same t ime bot h devian t and meri t orio s ( such as 
actually turning one ' s cheek?) In each of the t hree communities , t he 
s tudent wi t h highes t educat ional achievement was a femal e fitting 
this pattern. All s tayed home in t he even ings , studied hard and were 
ve r y anxious about doing well in school . They were essentia l ly adrift 
from t he social lif e of t heir pee rs and tend d t o look down upon them i 
For instance in one community the student furth es t advanc ed in s chool 
was a female who said s he did not hav any-thing t o do wit "t e res t 
of t hem"; as regards t his grade eleven s t udent, t e boys i n t he com-
munity noted t hat sh was an isolat e and said, "she doesn't dress 
sexily when a t home li ke t he ot her girls do 11 • In anot her community, 
t he top student , aga in a fema le, is well-known f or studying hard; her 
brother and some neig b~ urs have pointed out t hat she is very qu ie t 
and sometimes "gets headaches fr om studying so hard 11 ; s he is a l so 
repu t ed to "s t ay homw a lot" . 

-IOI-



The t hird pattern is residual in na t ur e and c omprises perhaps 
t he gr ea t es t number of t he t hre e adaptati ons . He r e are t he s t udent s 
who present no gr eat t r buble in s chool , are u ually in att endance 
and make some eff ort to get their homework completed regularly . Th,y 
int8rac • oc ially with t tose hav ing t he fir s t or ient at ion des cribed 
but are mu ch more undecid d abou t s chool, do not kn ow whether t he r e 
are any poss ibili ties of t heir ach i eving a good edu cation andt if 
fift een or over, waver as r egar ds t he ques t ion of t he ir at t ending 
s chool next year . 0u ch an orient at ion appears to be espec ial ly ap-
plicable t o t he s chool boys in U. B. T. In U. B. T. , all boys between 
t he ages of fift een and -ight een are in s chool (with one exc ept ion) 
and all howed considerabl e t ension over t he que tion of whet her or 
not t hey should remain in s chool . I n one case, t e partici pant-
obse rvor was s itt ing with a youth on a fenc e late at night 9 star-
gazing, when not i cing t hat t he yout h ~eemed upset about somet hi ng he 
inquired as to wha t was t roubling him ; the youth despi t e t he repe-
t i tion of the ques tion , r emained silent f or a while and t hen in a 
c at hartic fashion r epl i ed , "it ' s t he pres sure of s chooltt . On t he 
next day or so , t he youth was t o r egis ter f or school . Th same par- · 
ticipant - obs ervor report d several simila r ins t anc es - in anot her 
case he and an e i ght een year old yout h tal ked f or a long wh ile about 
edu cat ion and s chool ; and while the youth agreed about t he advant ag s 
and desirability of edu cation, the observer not ed ''he was s ti ll bother-
ed about somet ing, s t ill hesit ant about returning t o s chool" . 

There appe ar, then, to be t hr ee noticeable orientat ions among 
Gu ys bor o Negr o s t udents as r egards school . Perhaps wha t should be 
again s t ressed is t ha t c ommon to al l grou ps is t he belief that educa-
ti on i s good , is desirable . Despit e t h ir seemingly negat ive ori en-
t a tion t owards s chool even the individual of t he first c ategory ap-
pa r ent ly beli ev t ha t education is a good thing . For xample, t e 
male r eferr ed t o in the dis cus sion of th at fi rst orientat ion al so told 
t he part ici pant -observer that ''col l ege education is becoming necessary" . 
One can make the individual s with th is orientation feel quite guilty 
by "pushingn them on t he issue, by saying "why don ' t you (didn ' t you) 
s t udy more" , and so on . Such i ndividual s s as well as t hose wit h t he 
t h i rd orientation discussed, seemed to have a res pect, albei t of a 
grudgi ng kind, f or thos with t he s cond orientation . Assuming, then, 
a common base in ess nt ial values t owa rd s edu cat iont it ap~ears t hat 
there are, on t he bas is of t he operative communities norms, three 
c ategori es of s tu dent s - t he overconf ormers or t hose with the second 
type orient at ion, t he underconf or mers or thos e with t he first or i en-
tation des cribed , and t hos e of type three orient ati on whose behaviour 
constitut es t he norm . 

Given the small number of overconformers . it is impossible t o 
arrive at a satisfactory anal ysis of the f actors accountable f or the ir 
mo t ivation . A hos t of factors would have to be controlled and such 
an ope rat ion is beyond t he dat a a t hand . In each ca se t here appears 
t o be i diosyncrati c conditions that could acc ount f or t he patt er n. In 
one case t he f emal e s tu dent is so fat as to nega t i ve ly af f ec t her 
chances of be ing ot her wise acc orded high s t atu s by her peers; in 
ano t h r dase t he f ema l e s tud ent has very s trict parents who sever ly 
res trict her inte r action with her peers in t he community and he r orien-
tation t o s chool could be int r pre t ed as an ada pt ation t o t his parental 



pressure . It is c lear , however 9 tha t t he status of such individuals 
depends almost entire ly on their school per ormance . By dissociating 
themselves from t heir pee rs in the communi ty and not partici pating 
mu ch in local social life generally , they also limit sharply the 
routes by which status can be achieved - other routes i nc lude being 
friendly and helpful, danc i ng ability, dressing "sexily" and so on . 53 
As long as they perform well t hey are rewarded by teachvrs , parent s 
and even their peers . Poor p rformances throw ev .rything int o jeopardy . 
Thus having committed thems lves to overconformity wi t h its cons quent 
es trangem nt from th ir peers in the community, they are f orced to 
pursu e i t r l entl essly . And thus the chief source of tension f or them 
b c omes exams p having the correct answer in cl ss and so on . Given 
the intellectua l background at ham, the poor teaching that they have 
had in el ement ary school and t he ir isolat ion in the community generally 9 

su ch t ension is great when they at t end the Guysboro s c ool . One of 
the females who is the t op student in he r community did recently fail 
a grad e and it is we11...:known throughout the community that she took 
this failure v r y hard . 

The und rconfo r mers and the conformers are t he mor numerous in 
all t hree Negro communiti es . It appears t hat t hese two group may 
simply be in dif f erent s t ages of t he same process , a process t hat 
beg ins with the students being enthusias tic (the young children in 
primary and the early grades appeared interest ed in s chool, consulted 
their books during August and were eager t o r et urn to s chool in 
September) cont i nu es wi i h a decline i n enthusiasm, and int e last 
few years clos es wit1 t he students being alienated . 54 What factors 
contribute t o t he growing alienation of suc h students? Factors x-
trinsic t o t he school situation such as belief in dis cr i mination (a 
subject which t he student becom more aware of as t hey are growing 
up), lack of jobs in t he ar ea , and lack of real parental ·nvolvement 
ar e of course impor tant, but our concern ere is with fact ors intrin -
sic to school life . 

One such factor concerns s tudents ' perception of the teaching 
r ole . It can be argued t hat if the element ary s chool s t udents are to 
be commi tted to f ormal education, they must to some degree i dealize 
t he t eacher . Especially does t his appea r ne cessary among the Guysbor o 

53 . It mi ght al so be i mportant t hat most such overconf ormers ar 
female . There does app ar to be a high migration rate fo r 
females in al l thre Negr o communities . However, there are 
other f ema les who are underconformers . 

54 . There are exceptions t o t his process : one concerns t he over-
conformer s who dissocia t e themselves from communit y life and 
r emai n committed t o school; the ot her conc erns t he f act that 
V. B.T. s tudents appear t o stay committed if not ent hused for 
a longer period of time t a patt ern probably due t o the greater 
parental invo lvement and pressure i n U. B. T. 



• Negr es, where t he pa r ents becau s e of t h i r poor edu ational back-
ground and lack o knowledge of wha t s chool ent ail s , are extrins i c 
to t e i r childr en ' s development in schoo l . Bu t such necessary i deal-
ization dos not appear t o be opera t ive in the ommunities . It has 
already b n obs erved t ha t unti l the last few years the teacher s were 
loca l Negroes , mos tly unqualified, who t aught in very poorly equipped 
s chool-hous . The t e achers t ems elv s usuall y lived i n sha ks, 
oft en had mari t al and oth r probl ms well - known t o t he ir pupils, and 
t hus could n6t eff ecttvely s t and as role-models for any but t he very 
young pupils . Da t a on t he operation of t he ~unnyvill school is 
lacking but in the case of Lincolnville and U.B. T. th evid ence clearly 
supports such an analysis . The t hr ats and t h~ accusations be t ween 
pa r ent s and t ea cl ers and t he goss i p c oncerning th priva t lives and 
gene r al inadequacy of the t eachers cont inue in t hese communities 9 55 
and seem eff ectively t o cut into t he r ~pect and admiration t hat 

up i ls in t he e l ement ary schools hav f or t h ir t eachers . The most 
respe ct ed t achers appear t o be t hose who a r e cons i der d White , part ly 
bec ause they are less i nvolved r known i n t he commun ity and part ly • 
becaus t hey are hite . However, such t eachers are not really eff ec -
tive as ro le - models fo r Negro s tud ent s . Some par nt are awar e of 
t hes e problems and do suggest t hat b tter and more qualified t achers 
are neces ary . Interestingly enough several have sugges t ed mor e 
.; hi t e teachers are n cessary, for example, t he Sis t ers of An ti gonish, 
arguin g t ha t they cou l d command t he r sp c t of the student s . 'uch a 
position borders on the pervers e sel f- hatred occas i onally found among 
min ority- gr oup members56 and t he ef f ectivenes s of suc h teachers a 
role - models f or t ie Negro students is u s tionabl _. 

Another fa ctor contributing t o the s tudent s ' al i en t ion from 
s chool, particularl y at the junior-h i gh level (grades seven, eight 
and nine) in Guysboro invo.1ves t e dr ess, smells and general manner s 
w 1cn t hey bring with t hem t o school . H re we have a variation of th 
well - known theme : midd le-c las s teachers and low r - class pupils . 57 
In other words t he culture of the Ne gro students is not r ewarded in t he 
c l assroom . Th is facto r o erates only in a small wa y in t he segregat d 
s chools where most of t he t eachers, being local residents, t hems lves 
parta ke of t h same culture . Y tit does operate eve n t h~r as t herd 
is a built-in emphas is on t h ings such as "neatness in writing", 
pol ite forma lities of nt hank you ' and 11 h nd-raising " whic are incon-
gruou s with t he everyday cultur e of th0 community . The importance of 
t hese s ub-cul t ure as pects of classroom behaviour is also revealed by 
t he fat tat one ~hite t eacher in Lincolnville compla ined t a t he 
partici pant-obse rver • bout t he dress and gene r al demeanor of her 
pu pils . To he r sue was an i mport ant aspect of cl assroom behaviour 
and one on wh ich t e Negr o pup il s scored lo . Th2 full-f lowering of 

55 . In t he pat four years ther e have be en severa incident s wh ich 
clearly r ef le t this breakdown in r apport among par ent s, chil dr n 
and teacher s . In t wo cas s t he end r esult wast witrd rawal of 
t he t eacher ; in anothe r case t h r esul t has be en t he almos t com -
pl e t~ severance of pa rent-tac er communication . 

56 . 3ee f or instance K. Lewin, Resolving 3ocia l Conflicts, Ha r per and 
Br os . Ve will have occas·on to refer more t o t his theme in t he 
cha pt er on White-Negro r elation where such patt erns as " conking 11 

and bl eaching hair wil l be dis cuss d . 
57 . A. K. Cohen, "Del inquent Boys "; The Culture of the Gang, Glencoe 

Fr e Pr ess , 955 . 



t his dis cr epancy i n cul t ural bac kground occurs a t t e Guysbor o rural 
high s chool where t h t eac e r are all w i t e and t he at mosphere is 
more c lear ly middle- c a . No t on y can the s t udent not i nt i fy 
wi t h t he t eachers , given t he prof ound bar ri r of ~, i t e -Negro rel at ion, 
but t heir k ind of cul t ur is nega t i v ly sanct ioned . T i i s a major 
oource oft ns ion f or t e Negr o pupils . One xampl~ oft i s concern 
a Negr o yout h aged s ev nte n, who is i n grade seven at Gu ysboro . His 
mot her had bought im a new lunch-pa il and pac ked i t wi t h ood but 
' e r f s ed t o t ake ·1 t t o s ch ol; l e would not t ell his mo t er, who 
was rat her angry , why he re f used becaus he wa s ~mbarrass ed and he 
also f used t o t ell t part i ci pant-ob ~ rvor wi t w om he had grown 
friend l y ; so f or t t ime t he ob ervor wa s in t he communit y, t h 
you t simply d~d w· t ou t f ood fr om breakfas t t ill supper . I t was la t r 
dis covered t ha t t e boy\ as so embarras sed b caus ot hers at t he s chool, 
e spec ially t he ,Vhitcs, t eat the c ant n and he was se n itiv - abou t 
not having t h s ame li fe-style . Negr o you t hs see.ed t o be w-11 aware 
of t he di f erent s t yle s chool li f e rewarded in Guysbor o, t hough as 
t n s bj ct its lf is ra t her slipper y , t h y w r not o course t oo 
explicit abou t i t . You t hs fr om U. B. T. f or ins t anc lil ed t o hav n w 
c lot es to wear t o t ' e Guy bo· o s chool and took t he t r ouble t o ·hine 
t he i r hos bef ore going t here; as su ch t hings were not a ways poss ibl e 
and a t e i t es we re more well -to-do, mor e midd l - clas ~, t ese 
yout hs experienced mu ch s t rain . 

Th i s sensibilit y or sensit ivit y t o t ' e di· f r ence b t ween horn 
and s chool u l t ure was also apparen t in t h r emark m de t o t e par= 
ticipant-observor by a youtl i n U. B. T. w o upo compl eti ng some 
trenuous e erci s said~ " l ' bet t r t ak a s ponge-ba t or I'll tin k 

in s chool. " His odor at t ha t t ime as not not i c eabl y di£ erent fr om 
ot hers (in the commun ity) quot idian effusions and~king spong--bat h 
was not regu l ar in t e community under sue conditions, bu t t he boy was 
sens itive to the d ifferent nor ms con cerninq odor in t. mixed ~chools . 
T e point t at needs t o be made is t hat al l of us have a cert ain pre-
sentat ion of se lf indi cated by t he words we use , t he cloths we wear , 
their colour and arrangement, the way we c omb our hair and chew gm, 
our knowl edge of whi ch side of t h pl at t h s poons , for k- and kniv ~s 
are et dovn and a hos t of other tings . Thi s present at ion o s lf , 
a mo ~ic of many seemingly trivial matters , i s derived fr om our par-
ti ular subcultur and is r ewa rded in som subc ltures and p~ nali z d 
i n others . I t appea r t ha t t he pres enta ion f s elf of t he Negr yout s 
differs from that of t h ir ijJhi te t ea cht:rs and t hat whi ch t . e t each rs 
reward . This fact appear a t o lie behind such s tatement s of t e Negr o 
youth, as " t hat tea hE::r (ref erring t o a f emal e t eac er at t e 
Gu ysboro s chool) just does n ' t like us" . 59 As the numb r of Negr o 

58 . He nev r did take t e spo ge-ba t 1, partly b cau e no one in is 
househo ld s gges t ed it t o him and partly b cau-e it would have 
involved a grea t deal of work - t here is no running wate r in t he 
home . 

5, . The only t ac er in the Guysboro achool who appea rs t be w 11-
li ked by all. t he Negr o boy. is the gym teache r probably because 
t style of lif e assoc ia t d wit h t his activity is quit congru-
ous witl t hat prevalent in t he egro ommunities . i . e . an emp asis 
on s t rength , physical aggr ss iv n ss , physic al d xt rity , et ..... . 



students attending the Guysboro school increases, this particular strain 
will, in all lilllihood, become more prominent. 

There are other sources of alienation as well and it would be fed.-
hardy, given the scanty data we have, to stress one factor more than 
another. The problems of presentation of self are, however, quite real 
and quite meaningful in terms of the reward system in school. The un-
favourable position of the Guysboro Negro student in this situation does 
appear to reduce further their motivation to do well in school. And their 
adaptation to this appears to be one of alienation and withdrawal - the 
overconformers adapt to it by dissociating themselves from the Negro sub-
culture and trying to crack the formal reward system. The other possibil-
ities then of doing well in the reward system of the school is through 
high marks and ao forth. Though not of course unrelated tot.he problems 
of presentat.ion of self, aome remarks can be mademncerning this alternative. 
By the time Negro and White pupils meet in the mixed schools,, it seems 
apparent from our previous analysis that the Negro student would be dis-
advantaged in terms of his educational background. In this regard, it 
should be noted that even some of the female overconformers have failed 
at the Guysborough school. Thus not only can the Negro student not rely 
on school performance in the narrow sense to give him at least some share 
of the re~ard• of the school system but further he is often older and g igger 
than others in his grade and consequently more like the class dunce.60 
One of the participant-observers established close ties with such a youth 
who in discussing school life reported how much his size and age embar-
rassed him, and similar remarks were made by other Negro youths. 

Each of the abbve factors such as the presentation of self and 
performance in school interact with one another and, in the case of the 
Negro student at the Guysborough school effect a spiralling alienation 
which makes leaving school a source of relief. Yet this decision, given 
their views about the value of education and given at least some parental 
pressure, is not easily arrived at. A sense of guilt is there and needs 
to be handled. And this is where the mechanisms for handling guilt, 
discussed above, come into play. 

Younq Persons Who Are Out Of School 

In the three ffi!fgro communities there are over fifty persons be-
tween the ages of fifteen ~d thirty, single and out of school. Most 
of them are in Sunnyville. None of these persons baa completed 
high sc:hbo162 but the average education of this group is slightly 

60. The following aqea and grades of some Upper Big Traoadie atudents at 
the Guysborough high school reflect this facts A is 18 and in grade 7, 
Bis 17 and in grade 71 c is 17 and in qrade 11 Dis 17 and in grade 
8 and 110 on. 

61. see the chapter on demographic characteristics and, especially the 
chapter dealing with migration wherein discussion of this group will 
be the min concern. 

62. There may be one exception to this statement. There is one Negro in 
sunnyville who has cr,mpleted high school but it is not known whether 
he is a product of the local school. 
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higher than that of the total out-of-school population. Three members 
of the group have had some grade nine education and the average educational 
achievement is between grade five and grade six. None of these young 
adults possesses a trade or has any special training of any significance. 
Although severely underemployed - only one appears to have a full-time job -
very few have any specific aspiration. Only six expressed any aspiration 
in discussion with the participant-observers (ie., a guitarist, farmer, 
mechanic, tr110k-driver) and none has expressed any desire to return to 
school. On the whole, members of this category do not appear to be hostile 
to:i:>rmal education as an ideal1 several have said that they have tried to 
encourage others to stay in school or that they admire educated persons. 
But the effect of their interacting with the older children still in 
school - and there is much interaction with the exception of Upper Big 
Tracadie where the young adults who are single and ogt-of-school are both 
few in number (only six such persons) and socially isolated - is negative 
from the point of view of the latter's motivation to perform well and 
remain in school. Despite their formal declamations they often encourage 
those in school to play "hookey" or not to participate in school activities 
(such as the Lincolnville school's Ch:istmas party where the older girls 

were encouraged in their behaviour by some boys who were out of school). 
By "encourage" it is not meant that they tell the school-children to play 
"hookey" or to be disobedient, etc., but rather their encouragement of a 
negative school orientation comes from their presenting school-children 
with an alternative set of status criteria. The out-of-school young 
people when judging themselves on the basis of the official morality are 
quite clearly diasatisfmed with themselves and think of themselves as 
failut:es. They will say, when the conversation turns on subjects of the 
official morality such as educational and occupational achievement, that 
they are bored, that they might leave the community, they 'WI. 11 often lie 
about their education (boost it by a couple of grades) and will be quick 
with rationalizations. Judging themselves according to this set of 
criteria is thus almost entirely destructive. There are, however, other 
criteria by which they can assess self and others, criteria by which some 
status can be had, given their talents and opportunities. This latter 
set of criteria includes drinking, clothes, physical dexterity (a multitude 
of interesting games of citxterity and strength are engaged in), musical 
talent and so forth. It is this set of criteria, to which in everyday 
life the out-of-.achool people ox:lent themselves, t .hat provides for the 
school children an alternative to those of school life. Given the latter's 
d.i,fficulty in school, as described earlie.r, it is to be expected that 
older school-children will be attracted since they can compete more 
successfully within this system of criteria. 63 It is more realistically 
attural to their position. 

Concluding Remarks 

There is abundant evidence that integrated schooling has :positive 
effects on school performance, and attitudes towards education gen-
erally. Those Negro residents working for the re-establishment of the 
Lincolnville school in the twenties were led by persons who had migrated 

63. Perhapa, then, another reason for the orientation of the Upper Big 
Trace.die students is this lack of a developed alternative system of 
status in the community. As mentioned earlier, the out-of-school 
young people there are both few in number and socially isolated. 
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from communit i es wher mi ed-racial s chooling was in ef f ect . :imil-
arly most of t hose who have the highest education nd who motivated 
their child e t h most , cam from outside nd integrate schools . 
·nan "nteres ting case, two ol~er hi ldren r - ceived th ir first train-
ing i t he Lincolnvill e sc ool while the younger children wer first 
educated in the i ed Mona t ery school . 1.\ i.. tenda1 .ce in mixed s chools 
appea r s t o be an inde end nt factor, pow r·u1 in it s own right . 64 
Behind this is no magic assoeiat d with ~ ite skin but rathe r a strong 
c rrel ation bet ween formal Ld1cation and t he h ightening and b oad ni ng 
of experience (as we ll, o· cours e , the f al acy of separate but equal 
f ac ilities) . Given what is common! described as the ''cultural depri-
vation" of Negro upils , ev n t he simpl e mi xina of t he "races 11 prov ides 
a stimulus to t hi s broadening and te ight ning o e p&rience . 

Proposa ls for im,rovement wi ll b~ se t fort h in a later s c tion 
of ti.i s report but certain obs rvati ns ma y be made at t his poin . 
ih_ proble~of Negro education are mani f old but it can at l eas t be as-
sumed that the value-orientation of t h s e residents is positive and 
rovid s a work ble basis fo r chang . Attention in a programm of 

change can, ten , be direct ed to specific obstacl es in t he way of t heir 
educational d v lopment . such obs t acles as segregated s chools ; poor 
ma terial appara t u~ and poorly qua i f ied or at l east not sp cially qua l i-
fied teach~rs . Although new and b tter s chooa s h ve been built in 
Lincolnvill and 3unnyville they are still segre~at d schools . And 
although imirovements have been mad i n t he provision of t eachers , 
there are still no teachers es ecially trained t o work witt the cul-
turally deprived . Anoth r probl em is to get th~ parent s actually in-
volved in a positive wa y in this matter · of e ucation; Home and 3chool 
a·sociatiom are much too under-developed in these communities and 
adult education programmes were (when they did f or a short period exist) 
too involved in teaching , r ead ing and writing . 65 Given the probl ms 
of motivat ing the illiter at e adu l t and given the fa ct that i t is the 
more literBte who att-nd such activities , 66 the concentration shou l 
be on explica t ing the educational process , as graphically as possible 
(movies, dramas where residents act au- various s hool diffi ulties , 
e tc . ) with reading and writing a~ by-products steadily encouraged but 
not s tres sed . The probl&m of presentation of self and t he operation of 
the sc ool ' s r eward system should simi l arly be brought i nto th~ open . 
Wl1ile there is a limit to what can b ach ieved simply througl communi-
cation and understanding , t hat limit has not yet bee reached . Even 
some c1ange among the out-of-school youths is pos ible, as Father 
Anthony ' s proj ect in Lincolnville has partially demonst r ated . Ther~ 
ar e so many rath ~r obvious t l ings tat can be dons to improve the duca--
tional system in these negl ec t ed communitieo t hat new i nsights are hard 
to come by - t oo many old trees ne d t o be tt f ell ed" first . 

64 . Several studies have mad this point in a variety of ways . See fo r 
e ampl e , The Condit ion of th Negroes of Halif ax City; and , f Pr-
sona lity . .:; tud_y_of Neqroes in I-fa lifax; both published by T Institute 
of Public Aff airs , D lhousi Univervity . 3ee also I ew Qpportynities 
for t he Culturally Depr i ved, published by Th Canadian Educ ation 
Ass ociation , 1964 . 

65 . G. Shand , Adult Edu cat ion Am ong Nearoes of Nova ~cotia , Insti tut e of 
Public Affair s , Da lhousie Unive rsity , 1961 . 

66 . Ibid . , page t en 
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Chapter 6 

INDIVIDUAL R SPONSES 

The disparities in the hopes and expectations oft e Guysboro 
egroes discussed in the chapter on education are only part of a 

more general mans-end discrepancy . Housing, clothing, fooal and 
employment - to mation a few - are other areas where what these 
egroes think they ought to have and what they aspire to , far exceeds 

the means at their command . On the whole , the Guysboro Negroes are 
oriented (with varying degrees of intensity} to the style of life 
presented on television and lived by the more respectable whites in 
Guysboro and Antigonish - a style of life that we can for economy 
refer to as middle-class . Evidence supp:::,rt_ ng this hypothesis is of 
two kinds ; on the one hand the Guysboro Negroes subscribe to the same 
normative standards as these whites , and , by their i.nveterate com-
plaining, clearly express their dissatisfaction with their present 
life-style.1 On the other hand , there is no evidence for the exist-
ence among them of either a folk culture or a radically deviant and 
highly structured subculture, such as is found among Ne~roes in some 
of the large metropolitan cantres in the United States. Given their 
lack of means the Guysboro Negrjes, then, like other minority groups 
with low socio-economic status , have somehow to come to grips with 
the many disparities between their hopes and their expectations. 

There are many possible adaptations to such a situation. De-
liquent gangs, 4 messianicieligions,5 political movements,6 and so 
forth are among the many such adaptations recorded in t he sociological 
literature. None of t he more striking possible resp:::,nses was observed 
among t he Guysboro Negroes. The small size of the p:::,pulation and the 
fact that it is a rural population might help account for their absenca 
The resp:::,nses of the Guysboro Negroes have included migration, some 
deviance of the conventional sort, social isolation, co-operation 
among community members, a more or less satisfactory religious 
"definition of the situation 11 and a sealing down of goals. Although 
the dividing line is vague, it appears useful tb ~treat the Negro 
resp:::,nse according to whether it is individual or collective in 
nature. Collective responses, such as cormnunity organizations and 
patterns of mutual assistance, will be .discussed in the next chapter. 

1. For a detailed discussion of this p:::,int, see Chapter 7 where such 
data from both the questionnaires and participant-observation, 
are presented. 

2. See , for example , H. Finestone , "Cats, Kicks and Color". Bobbs, 
Merrill, Reprints in the Social Sciences. 

3. For a discussion of how some modern-day Eskimos and Indians "handlE 
this problem see the writer's, Deviance Among the Indians and 
Eskimos of the MacKenzie Delta, Northern Coordination and Research 
Centre, 1963. 

4. .K. Cohen, Deliguent Boys, Free Press , Chicago, 1955. 

5. v. Lanternari, The Religions of the Oppressed, Knap£, New York,1963 
6. H. Cantril, The Politics of Despair, Collier Books, New York, 1962 
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Migration 

Perhaps the most i portant of the individual resp:>nses among the 
Guysboro Negroes is migr tion which involves the pursuit of employment 
and better living conditions as well as the avoidance of prejudice 
and discrimi ation . In discussing migration phasis ,111 be laid on an 
examination of ire ds , a compariso of the migr nts and the on-migrants , 
the expectatio sand dEires of the various social categories (especially 
the single, under thirty years of age and out-of-school group and the older 
in-school group) and the "push and pull" factors involv din the migration 
proqess . Where it is h lpful , comparisons will be drawn with the s ple 
of ites living in no -metropolitan Halifax County . 

T . e Natur of the Migration es:ponse 

Migration is an individual resp:> se to the perceived means-ends 
dispart'ties . Most of those who igrate appar tly do so independently of 
others . In Upper ig Tracadi , for instance, there are o ly two in about 
twenty lcnown cases of migration wb re i dividuals ave migrated together . 
In one i sta.ce several members of the same nuclear family migrated toget er 
and int e other , ti10 friends left to seek work together . Similar p tter s 
were found in Li colnville and Sun yville wh re , in those instances wher 
such information was kno·wn or could be reasonably inf erred (twenty-thr 
cases in Lincolnville and fifteen in SUn yville)1 over 60"/4 of the migrants 
left the co unity by th se vesi' those not doing so , migrat di t e 
company of other embers of their family , usually brot ers . Migration then 
usually involves purely individual decision- making . These fi di11gs are also 
supported by the observations of the participant-observers who report that 
most perso s considering migra:ion did not plan to leave with others . Finally 
as will be shown later , only rarely do whole families migr ate . 

Yet there are some important collective aspects to migration . Firstl~ 
the lat nt functio of the migration has been t o reduce p:,pulation and tbereb-:t 
facilitate the subsistence living of the remai ing communi ty memb rs . This 
is very important , given the paucity of available wood r sources and the 
scarce other emploYI].ent p::,ssi b i li ties in the area . From wha we kno v of the 
economy of the area7 and the characteristics of the migrants , a large 
amount of migration was imperative if even the existing low standards of 
livi g were to be maintained . 

eco dly , migration from the communities has been facilitated by the 
willing ess of the re~aining community members -- usual ly of the same 
family as the migrant -- to care for t he illegitimate and legitimate 
children of the migrants . ssistance of this sort has been very great in all 

7 . sis ind'cat d in Chapter 3, employment opportuniti sin the area are 
very poor~ See Chapter 3 for a more detailed description . 

8 - The migrants p::,ssessed tbe kind of education ad trai ing for which the 
economic demand was low. See pages to ·j;S below. 
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three communities.9 In nine of the twenty-three Lincolnville 
households, the householders are rearing children (about half of 
whom are illegitimate) of migrants. I n another three cases the 
householders are looking after t he illegitimate children of their 
own children, potential migrants who for tht moment are still 1~ving 
somewhere in the conunmunity. In Upper Big Tracadie there are four 
households (of a total of twenty) where children - all illegitimate -
of migrants are being cared for. In at least eleven of the Sunnyville 
households there are children of migrants , and there are several 
other households where, as was noted for Lincolnville , the house-
holders are looking after the children of potential migrants. In 
some cases this assistance is of a short-term temporary sort ; for 
example, one female on leaving LLncolnville for Montreal , left her 
children in the care of others in the community but several years 
later, after she had settled into a reasonably comfortable existence, 
sent for them~ In several other mses the assistance was merely 
temporary because of the inability of the migrants to find employment 
or in general to establish themselves elsewhere; for example, several 
migrants from Lincdlville and Sunnyville left their children in the 
community and lived in Montreal for a few years. However, for the 
reasons stated above, they have since returned to their community 
and are now assisting in the rearing of their children.lo In the 
vast majority of cases looking after the children of migrants is a 
permanent job, the migrants neither returning nor sending for the 
children. As a matter of fact, it is not unheard of for thenmigrants 
who have had illegitimate children elsewhre to "dump" them in the 
community. For example, one female from Upper Big Tracadie had 
illegitimate children in Halifax and Sydney: in both cases she brought 
the children home, then set off again; she is at the moment in New York 

9. There is some financial incentive for community members to look 
after children of migrants insofar as such children invariably 
get defined as "welfare children". Thus the "(usually) grand-
parent - guardian receives assistance from the Nova Scotia 
Department of Welfare. In some cases it appears that such 
financial assistance is an important item in the total household 
budget. It should perbps be noted that from the point of view of 
Welfare expenditure the government is not in this way diaadvantlaged. 
Had the migrants stayed in the community, government expenditure 
for each community -would probably be much greater than it is at 
present. 

10. Interestingly enough, such returnees rarely assume much respon-
sibility for their children. This is partly because of their 
desire not to upset the existing pattern of wel.fare payments, 
partly because the children by then are accustomed to a different 
set of "social parents" and partly because of the uncertainty of 
the returnees• plans. For a fuller d.iscussion of these patterns, 
see chapter four. 
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and onl y i requently conta. ts her par nts and chil r n in the co unit, . 11 This kind of action then points to anoth r olle tive as ct of igration ; a collective adap l'ltion that es cially facil -itates the igr tion of _oung females . However ; i t does not oper_te exclusiv l y for fe al s; there r s veral instanc s where community me rs re caring for the chil r n of ale igrants . 
third way in which migration appe rs to be a collective respo s is int e fact that an- i grant _pend upon others , both i. t h ommu ity and at the it of desti ation, to provide them with i formation an n Most of the f in ea h of the communities hav Toronto , Montreal and Sydn yp the ost popular plac st which peo le from the area igrate . _s the Upper Big Tracadie a rticipant-obs rvor reported , " xcept for one case , all oft ose o l f t are said to hav eith 0 r a frien or relative as a onta t when they went away ." Thus there is a s lance of a n twork , conn ting members of the ,_o unity , i tni.gra.trt· · in a t her plac s , thr ugh hich information passes and by which some of the un ertaintiea ntailed y mig ation an be ontrolledo lowever , it is st not t o overemphasi~e tis n twork arrange ent sin e , a w:ill iscussed later12, th re is not in fact uch communication between co munity members and migrant and since it (jenerally m~a11s only that the would be mi rant las some assuran e of temporary accomr o ati n ( arl ·, s .. eti es not even ·, this) . Their contacts in s uch laces as :Vlontr al an oron o are· s ldom in a position \there signifi ant assistance can be extended . As one pa!D tici nt- o servor noted, " it oesn ,1:t s t at the ntac s that thes ope have in other places hav v y i flu .ntial positions sine I ave never hear any p rso11 in Upper Big mra a ie say that a xri nd or relative was dire tly respo si' le for getting wore for any m er of the co unity 11 • 

11 . Ont' e hole , the igrants o not contri ut to the are of their hildren. · t best the od i rant light c asionally s n a few cloths own for the childr .. Tel ck of a sistance ren ere by mi r ants is robabl relate to th· fact that their mployment in plac s su h s :1 ntreal is s pora ic an their inco e low. Further, living in such lac~s 1 ads t a rise in ex ctations for themselves. hey t us are ssibly ·n a state of more II relati ve eprivation 11t an wh n in thei r co, .unities. 
1 2 . Se pages n 5 - ,3& in this cater .. Also , in view oft e fat that there is still a large umber of single, ou - of- school an under thirty years of age per sons in the thr~. co .u ities qho for the ost part are quite under mploye , i satisfie with t eir lot a d apparently willing to igrate ,. it seems he dly likely that the net~or k is more important t n suggest above . 



It caz be conclu ed that although there c rtainly are some collective aspects to the migration o· the Guys rough Negroes , it is basically an individual act.. The indiv dual cannot ( and does not) o nt mu h upon the assistan e of others in the place to whi h he is mi ratinge i ny of the migrants also do not count on the assistance of fellow co munity ,me ers , an .... ven arong those whose chil r n are cared for by ot ers there is not strong and direct sense of o ligation The typi al rnig ant set ou.t alone with no s ecific lan o.r.: action, to d1 " omet i g or ot er " ( as e woul - be .ig t sa'd) in a pl ce where eh s so e contacts and a ut hich he has ""Orne faint k owle g ·· because of the ri~ le off edback from form r con u.ity r sid nts. 
Tl xtent of ttigration: 

In his dis u sion of the histori al back round f th Guys ough ?: egroes , rof ssor wlyk po nted out t , 11 in 1871 there were 747 Negroes living in Guysboro County ( in the whole of Nova cotia only th- ore populous Halifax Co ty ad a larger Negro population} . In 1881 the ~egro populatio d grown to 91 only to declin~ sharply n 1901 to 6 4 , 559 in 1911 and 471 in 1931 . The significa t d crease i the Negro populat·o was largely the result of a relativ ly large- scale moveme t f the people from the epressed Guysboro area to the expa i g ·n ustria and 1.n1.n ce tr sin Cape Bret n as well as to New Glasgow an t e ovincial c pit.al of lifax. I a dition, in all li lihood, as all nu of Guysboro Negroes made their way to the ew Wo 1 · - hat of Ontario and uue ec . "13 
i t present there re over 6 ,. egro s in the Guysboro ommunities under investigation an probably about 900 in Guysbaro County as whol e . f th ata n the 1931 egro pulation are accurate, the numbe:: of tegroes in Guys oro County has about doubled in the thirt ya s~ Whil the kid of ata nee ssary for an accurate trend analys·s is lacking, the evi ence avallable indicat~s that th~re still is a larg ,ount f igration . 

T B 3 1 : 

U. B. T . "'otal Living in community 3 39 

iving within provin e 10 25 47 82 

Living outside rovince 4 21 30 55 
So ce . • uth r :1 s ..>Urvey, Su er 1964 . 

1 . Page 3,1- Cha.pt r t:hr:e e 

22 

47 

31 



Table l indicates, given the uncommonness of the extended family,14 
that most of the children of the household heads tend to migrate from 
the three communities. In each community the category with the lowest 
response was the one referring to children away from home but still 
living in the community - in other -words, a few of the children estab-
lished their own household in the community. The structure of the 
response pattern is similar for all three communities. Now actually 
the above table is in itself an understatement of migration insofar 
as it does not take into account the movement of entire families and 
the cases where household heads have died or themselves migrated;l5 
nor does it adequately constitute a basis for predicting migration 
under existing conditions among children still living at home, simpl~ 
because there is some evidence suggeEting an increase in the rate of 
migration since ghe second world war. Turning to each of these sources 
of possible bias, it is found firstly as regards the movement of 
entire families, that the household respondents overwhsningly (about 
80¾ of the 96 respondents) claimed that not one "family11 has left the 
community in the past five years. In fact as regards Upper Big Tracadie, 
the only community for which reliabledlta has been gathered for a 
longer time-span, it was found that only one family has migrated since 
the end of World War II. It is probably safe to assume that only a 
handful of families have migrated from the three communities in the 
past twenty years. 

Concerning the second source of understatement, it is more 
difficult to arrive at a satisfactory estimate of such migration since 
the data had to be collated from several sources and it was im_possible 
to establish reliability in some instances. However, it appears that 
in addition to the table listings and the number of families migrating 
in recent years, another approximately fifty persons,16 have left the 
community since 1946. 

14. Although there are more"other relatives" living in the Guysboro 
Negro households than in the white Halifax County households, the 
extended family is not common among the Guysboro Negroes. The per-
centage of extended families is only about 12% and that is based 
on rather loosely defining the extended family as consisting of 
member.s of three generations, lineally related and living in the 
same household. 

15. In such cases as these we 'WOUld not have gathered data on the migration 
of family members by the questionnaire technique since the appropriate 
questionnaire items referred specifically to "children of the house-
holders". · In such cases, we thus have to infer from the notes of 
the participant-observers. 

16. This figure includes the migrant children of persons not interviewed 
(such as boarders in some households) and of household heads who 
have died or themselves migrated. Such information was obtained 
quite completely for Upper Big Tracadie and Lincolnville, and on 
this basis an estimate was made for Sunnyville where we were unable 
to gather the relevant data. In the absence of further data, it 
has to be assumed that the migration pattern of this group follows 
that presented in Table 1. 
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Thirdly t er t of nrlgration among y ung n ad women has pro abl increas in recen y ars . T1 ere is no ver rel • b re or of migrat ' on prior o 1945 . rofes or awly h s noted t t e G ysboro N ro p pu tio ropped fro 664 in 1901 to 471 in 1931 ut the da a o N ro population d arni s are nit er precise nor reliable enough for our p rposes , ( i . e . it cuul perha s e that int ·s ~arli_r~period ther was more fa ilial out- , i _ ration) . On the other hand commu i y respond nts were al ost un ni,ous in a serti g that more peop ve be ,n m grati g flat . The logic f the sit atio woul see to su port their conte tin as th a out of c nta t that o ,u ity r si nt.., have h d with the out i e· world has i r ased si~-n1fj.cant:ly since 194 due to the s read of r io andtslevi ion ( ele tricity is a post - orl r 2 pheno e o amo.ng t ese :r groes) , the construction of highways and the availability of auto obiles. In 11 _robability sue increased onta twas ac ompa ie ya ris tions an a gre ter ·issatisfaction with t e op~ortunit· s in the a ea , a , con e tly , an inc ea· in the i ration 
It c n e c nclude t t ere is av ry hi h rate of rnigr tion among ym:u1g I en nd wo en in t e project om uni ties. In absolut terms there i ... more , ig at ' on th n a r dig of Tabl 1 indic tes. ~1so th rate of roigr ion h s _ro ably been increasing so that trapolation froi Ta le 1 wo 1 nd rstate the amount of potential migr tio:1. Wel half o t e migra ts have mained wit i th rovinc , with a rating t e maj ority of such migrants ; ut a ig ifi a n a.,. ::,arently increa in nu , er of Guysboro N groes ave mov outsi e th :i::-ovince to Montr al nd Toronto es cially. 

rvhet r or not gr tic. is respo se for the ousehold heads t ems. ves is a mor e dif<i ... ult matte to etermine . It ad already been bserved that few" fami ies 11 mi rte . In discussing this que tion f rt er it is i 1por ant firstl to ot the proportion of t his population orn rai er in he co u ithin fifte n mi1es - These data are pres - t in a giv s the co parable data for lhi te o - , t g 1 ,;ounty co.. i tie (!! as well as for the three select"" .i. o 

17 . attempt ia ma e to det t e va iii:¥ oft ·s s by· ami i g the migration of the hil of h s .ol rs age si::,ty and ver an t ose of househo d rs bet,~·e 11 for y a sixty poars of age. How v r , working w·th sch small ulation, it is if'ficult to a ly t ontrols ec ssary or any on lusive state et. mhere 1ffere£ce n -h ab~olute w r of children over 16 ye a still living int hou ehol in the community, t,1e n the two e grou s . Howev r three factods in ff ct II hide " n possi l ·n rease in th i r tic rate: (a) th re ar more releva :it cases in "the 4 - 6 a e group; (b) mor chil r n f the hou ehold rs in this a e gr up re und twenty years of e; (c) it is i possibl to accurately st te how many o the ·grant chil ren of householders ov r 60 y rs of age , ve igrate si ce 1 45. 

18 . These are th same communities re rred to in the chapter o 
education . For the rationale of theirs lection see pageS LJ, ~1 i n chapter ~-
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Th re is s be Su yville a the ot er wo f r o o unitiesi o tio t ly ore of the Sunnyv lle Negroes have be n born a the o unit . The rea ons for anpear to b t n e o han , un yvill is con iguous with 8 uy bor ce er are mores rvices availa le to its po ula he ot er hand its populat·on is larger than th t f eit r Big Tr a or L'ncol ville and allows re i ents a gr a ortunity -in a 11mate 11 within the community. Hor important , given the s all sum ers in each oft"' 
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A icates , pr o ortionately fe r of ous..,hold 
heado int Nero on u itie hav lived out s ide the pla e they 
were rn nd rai tan is the n- tropolita Halifax 
Count communitii s or t he s 1 t e o un ies . i g 
a plies tot mpor r y migration both ·nsid an outsi nee . 
Howev r , t fat t· t 37¾ o· th~ N gro household ha 
elser1 ere is .:,igni ficant • hclp'ng to otroy y i ge 
popul tion as being stat·on r y an ontented. Te gr- at 
migr tion in op rabl t it ommunities c n p rha s bes be explained 
by t great r o rtu iti s vai lable tote .... tter ucat d 
and t e r 1 an .i c i d dis rimi at· o ope t i ve against th 
lso the an - o- outh exist nc of the N- oes m,.,a s they s 1 om hav 

the capital that would ng he to tak a vanta e of w atever 
opport i ties he e ar . 20 !.ID"' t of t h~ hea s ,;ho have 
lived e sewh re , liv d within the e o ... ot ~av a.ta on 
precisel y at what point in t he lif - cy le of che hous hold heads this 
temporar y . i ratio took pla but . st of it i n vol v d mi rating for wor-.. , 
with the hous old 1 ads turni ng when they coul no long r find 
employm nt. I n a few ases th erson t rn d larg ly be use of 
lon liness e It is important in un erstandin te porary igration 
to n te t at th r is only a vagu , ivi ing li e twe n o_ .u i g 

• for ork and igration . rt s ery co n for the Negr oes to worl 
outside he com . nity though maint i ning t e ir om it r~side ce . 

n fact al lost 11 the r eal employ1ent t ey have is outsi e ·he 
com.~unity . 2 At the resent , t 's outside- ommunity work is s aso al 
in nature and the Negr .es on ute . Finally, a.art fro t1e hous hold 
he ds , ot h r fami ly mcmb0 rs who are i the la our f orce . ave oft-n 
live for sometime elQ where in the province and of those who are 
mployed , the maj rity also commute to places of work with'n the provinceG 

It is i nstructive to co are th yna1 ·cs of the Guys oro 
County po ulation with that of the uysbor o Negroes er tle investi-
gati on . The ponulation f the for er has d elite ""teadily since the 
turn of t e ce t ury . ach c sus count sine 1900 has re rt a smaller 
po latio than ts prectecessor . Betwee11 1950 and 196 the population 
of uysboro c u ty cline • y 6 . ;t o th ot na the f egro 
population foll w d t ty ""'tt rn o ly u il 1931 , sine i" ich 
t ie i t has gro,n d ·s, at the pr set , approxi. -ly quiva lent 
to t~e 18 e~ti ifferen~e between the 19 6 and 1961 census c 
counts forte t ro c . :unities err ine is l us s i x , indicatin 
per s that the up r li_i t has en r ach . sug t d above, 
t he d ta point to very little in- . igration among bot White d gro 
communities tn Guysboro County . As for out- migrat ion , it appears that 
t ere has pro ·bly b~en more , since 19 5 , from t e ite commu ities . 
Three sets of a tors support this cont ntion . Firstl y , on the basis 
of th ata giv n in "tabl e 4 , it seems likely that v,11bites in Guysboro 
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ounty h ve a higher rat of temporary migration and thus robably ah g Yrate of migration gen rally . s condly# as not d ahove , ther as pro bly slightly ore f ilial igration among t e Guysboro Whites . Thirdly the cline in the population of ·uysboro County has been entir ly the decline in the number of White resi nts and has occurr din th face of increase in the N gro pop latione 
spii e the great r out- migration of White·s;·'· there still has been a 1 rg ount of migration among youDJ Negro rn and women in Guysboro . How then can the ina:ease in the Negro population 1 e accounted forli One factor is that in e th end o vorld War -~I any children have been placed in the t ee Negro co unities by officials of the Nov Scotia Depart et of elfare. Th se children have usually come from outside the county . Ther are at pres nt sixteen in Lincolnville, twenty- eight in Sunnyv1fllle and fifteen in Upper Big Tracadi . In addition to these chil r there are other so-called "Welfare childr n " who are blood relatives , some o whom have also een born outside the ounty.. Approxi ately 10% of the total population • the three co munitie are, t an, childre from outsid the county . Besides this unusual kid of in- igration, two other factors appear responsible for this paradox of both an increase in population and an increase int e igration rate of young men and women. 22ne is the apparent increase inf mily size and illegitimate births; the other is the previously mentioned preval nt pra tice of migrants laving their children in th community . The proportion of children under fifteen years of age is uch higher in th Negro co unities than in Guys oro County as a whole . 24 

of Houeeholg Heads 
e Migration: A 

The evidence points to v ry little _per anent out- migration among household heads but the table on temporary migrations gg sts that perhaps more would mi rat if it were possible . In order to further e amine this it is important to present data on the obility plans and esires of the hous hold eads. Tabl 5 and 6 present data on the expectations of the Guysboro Negroes in comparison with the ''control II communities . 

23 . There is no dou t that since World l ar II th re has been a huge incr ase in illegitimate births . rom Professor Ra lyk •s brief references in chapter two , it appears that around 1871 there were but few uch cases. The grandmoth r generation of the pr esent also a pears to have been relatively free from illegitimacy. Chang s n family siz have been less s ct cular . See Chapter 4 . 

24 . S chapter three 



TABLE 5: Mi ra tJon Plan_ o Ho ·eho!d Head~ By __ _l!!..~uni t y 
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U. . T . Lincolnvill.e 

18 25 
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T above t abl ~s indi cat e la t mot of t he house old ead in each 
o th thre y~cs om~unities lan tor ma in in h ir c mffiun ity . 
Further t h propor t ions de c i de i s rough l y equivale tin each t ype . ~ 
Mor im~or ~n t now v r i t h variati n int - r a ons gi en y t 1 

ouse old ~-as t o account r t h ir pl ans . 

5 . No i. porta c can b att i ted t o di a - s t ru c t ur 
t ne t r ·e gro ps . Te ro ort·on o ou hol h~ads ov r 
y ars of a e i s qui t e s i milar i n al cases . F r'hermor _ 
a e n signi f i can di eren c c· in e ages o . t h housc-
eads among t he t hre gro communi t i e . 
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TABL E ( b) : Reasons Give n By Househo,_l_d __ _ 

Ma t eria Commit ment 

P sitive Commun · ty 
Rea on (a) 

Nega ive Rea ons(b) 

0 her and Don ' t knon 

lCO'f equals 

n Communit B 

46 

49 

11 

5 

( 314 

nning To Remain 
om1r.uni ty 

Guysbor_q Negr o 
.. 4- • ,__, mr.1u ni .. 1.1,:;s 

31 

23 

43 

urce: Puthor ' s Surv y , 3ummE: r nd Srring , 1S64 
(a) -an' (b) are e plained~text 

No~~: The pE:r cen t age t ot als for bo t h col umns is mere 
ta lC0 . h ew ersons in ach t y~~ o cm-
muni ty gave more t han one act o as being cri-
ti al in heir de c ision t o remain in th~ co~nunity . 

As indic t ed by t h above t abl , mos t hou Ehold h ads in non-
me t ropolitan .1 i t e Ha lif a Cou t y commu ities (as well as ti ose in the 
s e l ected o.nmun i+ i s) did not plan t o migra t e be cause of· i -r ma t erial 
c ommitmsnt s in t h~ com~unity uch a~ a ous , busin~ss , e . - or 
po iti e omm nity f act ors - sue as , "my fr i ends and re l atives are 
he r e" , 't L., L, a ni e , pea ce ul ,lacG t o live" , ·" t . Amon::, the Negroes 
t h c ief reason giv n or r maining in the co munity was pure ly neg a-
t ive uch as poverty , o d ag , l ac k of edu c at i on , e t . Thi ~ ·ind o 
f a t or was qui t e insign ific ant among t he N i t . The heavy we ighting 
of negative f ac t ors and rra L. ria l ommi tmen t s among the Guysboro Negroes 
sugges t hat if t he y were given more real hoi ce - if , tha- is , som~ o 
t he o s t acl es w~r- remov~ - t ~en a grea t many wou l d migr ate; certa i nly 
more t han ould b expE ct ed among t e " o, t r ol 11 communities . To as er-
ta in t he vali i y of t his hy ~otresis , w: a ked t h; hou s~ho d eads 
whe ther t h~ y w ul d migra t e if g iven t he o portunity . Tabl es 7 and 8 
pr s>2 t t he res onses of the vari ous grou ,s . 

TABL2 7 : Mig at ion P an g f House no d 1 eads _A;, , urni ng Grea t r R- 91 
hoice B Sommunit 

-. B. T . ~. • 11col nvi ll e 3unnyville Total 

~fould move if ch ice 9 10 15 3 
\Vou ld s' il not move 7 1..: 32 54 
Pl an t o move anywa 2 6 8 

3our e: u t or • - ..) r v-y , .:iummer , 19,,.4 

35 

"' 
9 



TABLE 8: Migr tion Plans of Ho·sehold H ads Ass umino Gr eat r Real 
oi ce . By Co , ,i.un i t y 

jel ~ t E;d '.:ommuni t i -s 

-2.!.. 
n/ 
!:}_ 

·ould move if oice 115 32 18 30 

~vou l d s till not move 0 7 ':>C, 
/ 65 

Don ' t knovv 1 l 2 ..., 

Pl an t o move anyw y 36 10 2 .... 
V 

e: Author ' s .3urv'y , ' ,ri ng and :;ummer, lS 4 ) 

It is app rent f rom Tab l e 7 t ha t a gr at Er pr opor t ion of Negro 
househol d head would migra · were ·t no t or t he di f i ul ties placed 
in t he ir wa y by ~overty and so orth . Thi s po i nt is l so brou ht ou t 
r th r !early in t e f ol low i ng f ield - no es oft E Linc olnvil e part i -
c ipant - bservor: "One man wit h a family of fiv e sos said ha t t he 
cos t of movi ng t o ~ape Bre t on where he get mos t 0£ h is income would 
be f ar more t han he i s abl s t o earn in &ny o e year .... n~ t o movi ng 
wher t here i s work av il able on a year_'round ba is , t he Jeneral f ee l-
in g in h~ c ommunit y is t ha t it i s fin an i a l ly i mpossible'' . Ac ording 
t o one woman , wen sh no pay ent t o mak on ous , sewe r , water, 
etc . , "it wou l d t •· t.up i d t o move s rn-wl ere e l se er he wou l d have: 
t o pay f or al l t hese ervi ce . 3he sa th at h r o s e is ot mu ch but 
it i d n t co t . er anythi n Nh r eas e l ew e r e s he would have t o ren t 
or bu y a house" . 

The f ct t ha t 35% of the N ro househ l d heads expra sed a wi lli g-
nes s t o move i f ob t acles ~u ch s pover ty w r e r emoved i s i gn ificant . 
J+ appear s t c l early r vea l a l arge amount of dis sat' s f a t i on e i ~t ent 
i n t he t hr ee c ommuniti es . However , t hee are some indi at ions t hat the 
e press d v i ew of t h Negr o ousehold ead s , sighifi ant as t is axpli-
c i t l eve l my e , don t dequa t l y c onvey t he degree t o wh i ch t h y are 
bound t o t he i r m:nunit y . Given t ha t ew i niti ally off ered po ifure 
commu ni t y r a ons f or t hei r pl ann i ng t o s tay i n t he communi ty, i + wou l d 
have se med li ke ly ta t a mu h grea t er ,ropor ti wou l d b2 will' ng to 
migra t e , assumi n gre t er rea l h i ce , 2 b t _ an i n e i t h -· r t Ho l i f a 
C un ty un · t or t he sel cted ommun it i . H~wever com ari 6n ~of Tabl e 

26 . It is i mpos3 i l e to say wh·t ne r or ot he quest i on , "would you mov 
t houg i f you d i d have you::- c i c 11 , rE. ll y accompli s e it goa 
t o limin at pure ly nega tive fa tor in t h~ re s ponde t s ' t hi .kin g 
about mi gr ati on . T e "i t crv i ewer - i2 ect 11 was parti ally co rol e 
~i nc t sam ~rs ns ( or t e mos ar ) did t nc i nt ervi ewing in 
e ach type o ommunity . The int erview r w~re t rained t o try t o mak 
cl a r t t e r es p n ent s t ha t our i nt ~r s t wa s in w at t hy wo l d o 
if t e obstacl es i n t he wa y of mi gr ation w r emoved . I t h Ne r o 
commu i t i e o- r i nt ervi ewers wee co side r d mor e s ocially power ·ul 
t ha n t h y we r e in t he d it commun i ties and ac or d ingl y , t h f act t hat 
the ques tion mi ght b l ess mean ingful to them be caus of t h ir s evere 
state of depr ess ion, was count erbal anc d probably by t he beli ef t ha t 
the in t ervi ewers we re p ople who could do things f ort em. 
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7 nd 8 shows t ha t t here i no sia i i c an t dif erenc e in t he propor-
t i ons . In each typ o communi t y-s om t ir t y-odd 1 w uld migrat e if 
they a mor c 01 c . But a 1ot ~d above , some fift y per ent of the 
rihi s gave pos itiv community reasons , om rd t o only about a uarte r 
of t he N gro household h ads , in t hair i itial s t a eme nt o why they 
plan to rema in in the community . _n all ty -es of con .1,unities here it 
was found at most o tno e w o wou l d move i t hey had more choi c2, 
had earli_r giv as t ' ir r ason or stayin g e ither material commit -
m nts or gctive fa tors . Espe ial l y illing t o move under thes8 new 
sti pulations were those w had previously res~ond din t r ms of ma t er -
ial commitmcnts . 2 n sit i s pos iblE or us to present t he following 
pict re of t hes8 patterns : 

1~ planning to rema in i n ommunity fo r po itive om, unity r eason : 
49% in Ha lif ax Sounty nit 
23/ in Negro communit i s 

number willing to move i great r cho ic e: 
115 i n Ha lifax oun y u it 
34 i n N gr ommun :ties 

number in itia lly r -_ponding in t erms f m t ~ ial co mi,ment or 
negativ~ f a tors: 

14 in Halif ax County unit 
70 in Negro commun ities 

/4 of hose not giving po~ltive commu ,ity reasons or +heir pl anning 
to t ay i t e commu nity , who wo d migrat e i more 'o i (ex lud-
i ng of co rse the small n rnber responding do 't k_ww or ott1er): 

115/14" or 78% in Hali ·ax Gou ty unit 
34/70 or 4S% in Negro c ommJni t ie 

Although there i o t r ul a bewi lder ing number of po sibl c interpretation 
t he writer be l isve the r f r ne e to an ir:n licit cmmunity "bound ssn 
a~ong t he G ysborou h Negro e to be valid . Desp it ~ the f act t hat few 
Negro r s~on ent ~ ff ered ositiv comm nity easons i niti·ll y , it ap-
pears t hat oth rs oper at e impliJi ly on the s ane basis , at l e s t suc h an 
explanat ion fit~ tt a above patt erns . It i s furt ~er s upport ed by t he 
observa tion oft e Vrper Big Tracadi parti ,ipant- observor, "an int re t-
in g point is t hat the am p~opl 0 w o s id they w uld move i f they ad 

27 . 1 ... l arge sample from both t e Negro and ,ifnite hous hold heaj re-
pondent pula ion indica t es t ha t su e i~ t h- as f r bo t h 

population . Of the househo l d head in five Ha lif a ounty com-
munities who wou d migra e if t y ad greater ctoic ~, 14 of th e 
23 d earli r r e ponJed int r m of material ommitment, 7 ear-
lie r gave n gativ reason , and , o t e i Q Negr oes who w uld 
move if cho ic e from a sample of 36 hous ehold heads , 6 a earl i er 
given ma t eria l om itmen ~s f or t eir l anning ot t o mo ve and 2 
gave nega t ive fa ctors . 



t e chan ce, quali ·ied wha· t he sai by stating that if t here was 
0 mµloymen fort em i t e iMmed i at e area 9 t hey would be happy t o 
s t ay" . I · se ms cl ~ar t h n t , at despi t e a l arge a'TIOU t o dissati -

act i on and p- rl ai-, despite their avowals , m st household heads in 
tr e t h r e ~ Megro .ommu ni -::. ic-~ would 0-.: re u tant t o mov0 . J ppar en t y 
co,nmuni t y ti s , wha t ev,;:r t eir spc c i ri na ur , ex 0 rc is a more power-
ful e • ct t an a fi rs t p ars t be ! e cas . ~everal pe rcept iv 

ommu. ity resi nts ,a e c laim d that de~pit l:; peop e ' s complaining , 
t ey (t ' peo e) would r ather stay ·n the community . Sorn insiglt 
into t e opera t ion o these ommu nity ies an b gleaned from the re -
mark o a dru ke ormer commu ity _ side "· to one of tr E- f,ar i ipan t-
observe s , "you ' l l listen t o me whi t e man b ~cause thi~ is my home; 
I ' m no_. i n 3 ydn y now" . Furthta ·-! e t wo Upper Big 'Ira cadie reside . ts 
w o planned t o move (Table ) from t ~e commun i' are bot h qu ite iso -

at ed fr om t . e otl er r e_ident s in a o ia sense a nd ~ne e their mig a-
tion plans a e qui t e i keep ing with t h g. n r-1 int.rpretation of 
hou ehold n ad rnigrati no · ere here . 

Under e isting c ondi t ions then f ew ou s e old head s pl an torn·-
grat e . Aorc:: c a irn t o be wi lling t o migr a t e i certain ob t ac s::s w2 ~e 
remov~d but such c aims nave t o b trea t d wi t h caution bec ause o . the 
t endency o.r: some to und(;1sta & t ir ommunity iv lvement . It is 
probable that ind cements would have t o be on~ider abl b f re any 
s·gnificant proportion wou d migra t e . Miyration is mor e " t alked about" 
t an " carried out 11 by the t ouse o d :read • M st o t r os2 w o e:(pr6s ed 
a wi li~gn s0 to mov- had as e c ific pl ace to whi ch they would migrat e 
if thy had the cho ic . Non o • t hos with a pr~fer e c wished t o re-
ma in in Guyaborough C nty (on e W ite resident included in t he 0 nny-
villa sampl e wis' ed t o mov to Guysbor ug, t own in or ... .:.r t o , as she 
pu t it, 1 e. c a e ~rom t es2 N2groes 11 ; one Negr o residen t of ~ppe r Big 
Ira adie said e might move to anot ; r com .. nity in Guysborough :cunt y 
wer e e hac som prop r ty ) . As a ma tt er of act many househo l d eads 
in r f erri ng to e ir r~·erred l ocation s t r ssed i t s advantases over 
Gu ys borough Co nty . Th8 better conditi ons supposedly e istent in the 
preferr d l aces were work and f r iendly peopl ~. Less ex li ·it in 
t he ir choice was t e cLs ire for mor• _etai l an ot' r commu ity facili-
ti&c . nly our L e pond -nt s - all o whom are 0 derly - ar ticulated 
any wis h o be wi t t heir r~la t iv s although , as men· i oned earlier , 
mo t do 1 ave rela tives i the fa vourite pl ac s of migrat ion . 

I ord ,r t o provide greater d pt h on • h mE- -n i ng at tad t:!d y t11 . 
Negro hou seh old heads to ti1es- preferred pl ac es o migra t ion , i t 1. 
USb ul to present the fol lowing dat on Negr pr feren e for city or 
small commun ity living , in compari s on to t hat of househeads in Halifax 
County: 
T 1\BLE S: Househol d Heads ' Pre eren e_, Cit _ or ".>ma l l Commu i ty, bv 

Type of Commun it__y 

Guysborough 1 e gr...2..§.:. No n-Me t ro Ha lif a 3el ect d Cami. 

Fref er jlliall Comm . 
Pr ef er Ci y 
No Pre· erence 

no . 

50 
8 13 

~our ce: Author ' s 3urvey , 

no . 

315 
34 
11 

., pring 

38 
9 
3 

and Summer, 1S64 

!2.£.!. 

54 
s 
l 

I 

c2 

90 
8 
2 



As indi c at ed by the t abl e , most hous hold heads in each t ype 
of community s id tnat they re f ,..rred l:i.vi g i a s.na i l comn,unity . 
Howeve , for many of t he r-s ondents sue a choi e wa~ not the one 
thy ~ou l d a t upon if t n y did migra t e . 0 ly twent y-Eight of the 
115 househol d eads in non-metropolitan dhitc HalifaA County who e -

rE. sed 111 i 1 ingness to move said the wou d mov,j t o a ::. ma l commun-
ity . Rath r, mos · would clearly opt ou t f or t he netropoli t an area . 
Among the Guysboro Negro~s f ull half of those will ing to rrigratu rould 
also mov~ t o the c i t y area . This ·crmal id al o. small community 
living, c ommon enough t hroughout North Amer i ca , .8 give us a wedge 
into the ream-like i deal qual ity th at ~~ r vades much of the Negr Es ' 
t hinking about mig r ation . Those Negroes men ti on ing a spe if i c pla c 
to which t hey would m·gr t if they had real choice t e nded very much 
to idealize t hE lace . El even of t he t hi r t y-f ive i ndi cat ed ta t ey 
"-JOuld move t o M ntre 1 or Toronto (four others w"-- re no.,_ f ull/ dee ided 
but their • clination was al so to t n0se cities) sayin or .xamp e 
that it ·sea ier o .. akc out up t here , that the r e is o prejudice or 
dis c rimination and o f ort h . A o e woman said , " t her e 1~ no preju -
di c e ot all in Mon rea l. Coloured peo le an g t Nork as easily as 
\ hite pco le . Coloured people an work in banks provid -do course 
·' hey have t he ~:duca t ion" . Th"' others indi at ed that .y rvouL:l n,i.grate 

o another com~uni t y wi hin the r ovince, ah having hi s own idealized 
versi "n of he rlac ,_; for exampl e , one Lin olnville residen t, who said 
he v10uld move to /,ntigonish, re f errE.d t o i ·· frequen t ly a;; "a v ry 
pretty r:,le e where everybody is really fr iendly11 • 

There pears t o be l i t tle unani i t y regard1ng the m~rit of 
placec such New Gl asgon , Antigonish, Sydney end other communities 
wit in the provin ce . Some egro household eads had very pos 'tive 
idealized vers i ons of life in such laces hile others pic~ured th&m 
as depressed, full of dis ri~ina·ion and so on . Ji tn regards to Toronto 
and Mon tr€ 1, ther2 was more a3re eme t though also the occ a·ional dis -
sent·ng voice - s one we.an sa i of Montreal , 11 it ' s eas y (to get along 
in) ·or females but hard f or malesi. . The para1 ount r eason for the 
l imited numbe r of communi ti es ref .rred t o as cl oice is t he f act that 
all have s·zabl e Negro opu l ations . The Guysboro NE roes ' knowledae 
of othLr commu niti is pr t ty much res t ri t ed t o such place . Their 
kno rJ l edge o· hese c ommu ni ties omE:s f roi thEo f eedbac k o· f orrri,::r com-
munity re~iden t s and al so from their ow travelling (for work a 1v6 ll 
as vi i ti ng) :,rh i h i s f or the mos ~a t res r i ct ed o the .ontiguous 

oun es . In ~urv~yin g sue - an ty inform-tion their an t enna are par-
ti ul ar ly a tun d t o r ac ia ha r mo ny or the l ack o it . Na ura lly 

nough t . ey are not in a osition t o mak ystematic s t udie~ and ~ O 
sma l in ident s , happy or oth rwi se, de t sr ine t ~eir o i ent ation t o t he· 
various ommu nit·e·. Confrontation with di-crimin ation is an untre -
dictable , contihgent thing . A ma jor problem Negroes face in livi gin 
these o her communi is i s juQ that - the uncbr t ainty of low ~h ite~ 

28 . For a statement of t ~e kind f r rea l living i n a sma ll om-
muni t y has nd its relation to our va lue-s yste, see A. Vidich 
and J . Bensman , Small Town in a ivlass ...:iocie t_y, An hor Books . 
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v ·11 act to ards them . By mo n of the to sour es f i. formation 
ent ion d above, small incidents are ri ked ur and blovn up . thcr by 

resolving the un ~~ta ln , . It ts ~robably safe to say that dis ri~-
ination opera t ~s to he sam€ degree in each or nti_on~ , 3ydney and 
so forth . .J icl ever is rref rred t en by t t; N gro hou.seholrl hea.::l 

prear~ to d· pend on t ie nature o the mall in id&nts happening either 
o imsclf or t ose • it_ whom he identifie himself . * At the same 

time, it is l ar t ha • they want mar. a-rvi es - all but one of the 
hoic~s were fo r much larg r commu ities han t he on s t ley at present 

reside in . t appears then that when t . inking of migration, t ey wish 
for a rla e whicl. has som thing of t he styl e o life associated in 
our ul ture with the sm 11 c om,~1u ni ty (i.e . folksy, fri ndl y, et , . ) but 

i his also we ll-service4 - a wish undoubt~dly quit pervasiv£ in 
o0r soci ty . \nd i t is on the "wish" level that on- must inter~ret 
t i~ migra tion desires o t e housel old heads since ew -~~cct to mi · 
grat and ev n fe~ r wi ll actu a_l y mi;rate . 

Exrc c ations and D of House ld Head 

He r,:igra t ion: B 

Them jor:ty of Lhc house old h ads int.et rec NEgro om~uni-
ties c·pect that tLeir childre.:n ( o if he ouse old head nas no 
c ildrLn, his ~ypothc tical children) will migrate f rom t he comm nity 
as t . Jy grow older . ThE following tEble ndi ates •he un nimity of 
this exJ~c t ati n: 

T~3LE 10: E~p~ ctat!on of Ho selold ~eads ~s to ~Jgration 
}ly_Community 

V. B. T. b.iDsol nvi l le 5u n vil~ Total 

Expect children living at 
home to remain in com 2 8 8 1 - 1., . -'-'-' 

Expect thei to migrate 18 1, 43 5 

Don ' t know 1 2 '.:) 

·: our Author ' s Jurv y, 9 mmer, 1964 . 

* A good e· ample e c is ly his operates is t he f 11 wing 
in ident . On N· ro ous~hold head told the participant- bserver 
that whil e passin~ trough smal l c omm ity his r broke down . 
He ould not fix it and so s at d • • in t he col d and t he dark o 
the s t eps of a nearby church . Te pries t c me around shortl y and 
to ld the N£gro t he ou l d s l eep i s ·d th clur h for • e 
Evening if he wi hed . Aft er re l a ing this incid ~nt the Negr 
houJehold head sa i d , "now th t wou l d be a good ommuni ty to live 
in, • here e pl2 a e so onsider t e 11 • 

0 
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There i onl sl' gh t variat ·on among he hou ehold heads of 
the t hree communities concerning tie mobility of tn ir ildren . The 
fa~t t ha , roportionally , more Lin~ol~ville ousc old h~ads 8 pet 
t heir ildren t o remai. in t, e c om, :u i y wi l l be com!l1en ed ur on 
below . , ~t thi s oint i is i, s rustivJ to compare tn0 0, e tati ns 
of hous hold heads int' e se.ected communiti~s and in non-metrop litan 
hite alifax County as a whol .. 

TA L 11 : 

D.2..:. j 

12 11. 

f:Vp ct C i l d n . vi ng at 
om t o r ma n in C 
mun ' t 07 r 12 0 .) 

rc ct t hem t o migr t ~ 2 4 d 4 8 

Do I t k ow 2 

3our c -: .,.u t hcr ' s s V Y, .:5~r i and :-,umme ·, lS 4 

omra • c bes 10 and 11 r oi t s t ent i a l aini & 
i t y ft e ctat i of V1i t s , ivin i r o~g t ne s~m· t ~e of 

n i t y . or ~ ous ol d ead , rro~ort ion on-Tet _ pol" t a 
rla if~ ou t y expec t t h i r 3ro\m en ld -main ·n t e co~ 

mun i t ; 10w v r , about alf f t t c omm n • t i ;;;) c s t i t t • n t his unit 
art:; i t in t n· t y mile of t 11 _ m ,t . •• pol i t ~n ar i::;a anJ i - been f o . d 
t · ro qnout i: vrt n ,-;.m rj. ~a . t .1a t t h,.r ty rni • .ot c ide:r: t o 0reat 
• c ommut ·nc di ·t anc. v In t case f o nt y communi-
t ies w i ch r e morE di t an t r om t h ~ met opo ·t an a ~a an~ al so sim1 ar 
in siz- t o t h N gr~ c omm 1 n· t ·- , t res n J ~att r n 9 ~s t h c ru~ar -

t h s ct ed c omrr.uni t i s and t h-, G boro N • <Jro commun i t i ec: 
es , u i t e id t i c a . 

Alme t a l l o ose - thi t e an Negro - who e cct t h~i ch:l~r n 
t 0 m:gr;i t e h ve give a t r.1;:.. c· ic f reason for t h· ir t.,)' ~e c-- t io.~ , t ,12 
lack ,oc ial sy t 1 11 t t ri ut 9.:, i t h i r communi t y . Ti:le r-'St,)OD~~-
W 3 mo ~t l y var ·at ions in x~r: s~ion ft e t a idard p us~d ov 
t u sb ro Neg es, · t he~c • - not i ng her f o· t -, r op t.: 11 • c ide r 
c oncid~ t ic of bot h 1hi s ·nd Negro was t . e l ack o mp 
r os ~ib ' i t ies in ,f t r e conimu l t y o t he " C mr. t ing 11 ;s ca . ..-,::, i:; 
i ndi cat ed i t · e ·ac t h t w sn sk d w. ~t h r t ey c sidered t ar1;.;a 
in wh· c t hy lie t o be a communi t y, mos t hous l d h-> ds said 0 n oL 

2 . Se page at b~ ow 
1;,, . _i:1,l, ·orm, .1 ., ad , q I ndu3 t ry , Labou an _ 

____ _....y, fari:.,er <; O. ,, so , v 3 . , 11 r n ··ra-urban Popula-
m1;.;n t 11 in Ha t t , P. , and M. . , i _i s and .:;oc • t: t ie,..,, 
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becau s e t her e ar e no t o_es or 0t he ~ com nit erv~ce ~, 31 t . e 
Guy bore N gr oe i t i~ not on .ya ac ~ of ~obs ~ ~t is r e -
sp ns ' 1 f or t h1;; ig ra t of mi gra t ion am ng young "Ile dnd ·vom n; ou t t "= Y t e. d 0 set all fact ors es l-'o, s i bl e or dgration a~ con ... in-g 0 nt u~on loc al ~mplo ment ~o~·ibilit i ~. I t i~ 2causc t hey ma -s~ an ass c iation t i at th01 r t i cu_a ·e t 3 mo t iv s o t hei c i 
i ~u i m:: i f i 0. f a . i as "non o t i:: you .g peop e ve t i n-t en t ion of 1 aving Li colnvill e ut t h~- e is no work f or t h m h r ~11 

a d 11 }'.Jan y un g f ,11ows 2,a y i I had work i m ornE: - t ow , I ·woul d s t a ome bu t er e I ' d j s t s t arve if I s t aye '' . he de ree t o whi ch 
su ch r emar~s re sim~ i c a t i n wil bec ome p~ ren t ·n t h isc csi n of ch il ren ' s xp~ c t a t i ns and desi ~c l a ar i ' his apt \;; r . Final l y , 
a f ew N ,gr o ou e old eads in ach o t he t hre [..,YO jL: c c mrr n1 L~S s ugg -s t ed t ha t r jud i c and dis criminat ion 01 t e art o - ,J i t e'.::i :. 1 
t · 1:;, ar a ar import an -~ sons bEohi eir c 'f:-1:. c t at ion ·'"hat 1 1:. i.r 
c . i dr1;; will migr at e . nS o 0 said II a,.. o .d l ~rE:i er.a c s of Je t t ing 
job arc -~wo t o one against • ,for e you .;, t a r t i yo· ar1;; col ed 1• • 
Te 1;; respo nd nts a so t 3 nd t o b~li~ve t l a t jo s avai able you1g man a women wold no t mi gra t •. J2 

TcblLs 12 an p c s nt da t a on ou ho l 1eads 1 dc..s ire co -c ~rn i ng the' mobi . i t e r t h ir c , i dr n and pr vid• i nsight i nt t he emo • io a l II o_, • 11 :: as oc • t t 2d \Ji t11 t eir mi91·a i on c.. p c at ions . 

31. .S e :;;ag- 4o c.1apt r seven f 1r a mor e de· ai t:..d dis cu si n of -L i ~ 
oin t . 

32 . Thos e who do no xpe ct -• i r c t i • dr ~n t o migr at e a . J d t .1eir 
ex 8Ct n ·ion on 11 c ommu ity11 rcaso s (i . (;;. . tne '. ildr n en. u:=;ed 
t o liv ing r t o· · t ·~ ·childrc l i ke i t h1;; r ~lt economic ~ 
(i . e . t E. c il dr en wi ll be be t o fi .d wo r k 3round or simpl aid t at t hey did not k ow hy b t n~v r t e es • p8c ~d 
t l e i c l "l dr n ot t o migra -s . e sm 1 umbt:r of r- - p nJ -:o -!•s 
ho ding suc h an p~ t ~ t i o pre cl udes an y sign "f i cant pa t t err ana l sis . tie ;a t ;_,e rn or L incolnvill ·-· res rons "S • i , owever , 
in t r8s t i ng . Proport iona 1 mo r Lincol vill e hou_ hold eads 
E:Yt--t ct t ._-:ir children o r8main in comrr i t y . f·2rnaps t ' e 
f ac or ma inly r es f-;Ons ib . e o.r t ni • s i 1gul arit y L:,' t ik p r sc 1c e 
in Li n oln i llE o c several cx-mi gra t s . h2 a t t tr I we l -
known inab i. i t y ot "make ou t 11 • n Mont real , wh il e; no c r1= t ing a 
un av urab l e imag of t ha t ci t y , has mad c om. nity ~~sid~nt s more r eali s t i c - s veral o t se expe c+ · g t he ir childrc no+ 
t o mi g at av~ said th ·i re ~e c at io . is bas·d o, t i adequat e ~d cation and t raining of~ e c ild·e . 
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T BLE 12: Des ires of . ous hol d Heads As To Children ' s M~gratiOf.h By Communi t y 

U. B. T. Lincolnville Sunnyvill e Tot al 
Desi r e children t 
remain . communit y 1- 9 22 46 48 1 n 

Desir e t hem t o 
mi gr at e 5 14 30 49 51 

Don 't know 

TABL 13: 

Desire t hat 

l 

·ource : Au t hor ' s 3urvey , '~ ummer, 1 64 

Des ires of Hous hold, eads As To Chil dren Migrat ion , 
By Type of Community 

l 

Non-metro Ha l i f ax Co . e l ec ted Communities 
children .!l2.!. !l2.:.. 

remain in community 30 56 41 68 
Des ire t hat t hey 

migrat e 154 43 19 3 
Don 't know 3 1 

3our ce : Author ' s Survey, Spri ng an d Summer, 1964 . 

Comparision of Tab l s 12 and 13 indicat s t ha t th response pattern of Upper Big Trac ad i e household heads is es sentially t he same 

l 

as t hat of hous ehol d heads in t he se l cted communitie s . In bot h cas t here is a gap of about t he same magnit ud e be t we n expectat ions and desires - an al mos t unanimous expectat ion t hat t heir childr n will mi-grate and an equa lly pe rvasive desi r e t ha t t hey r emain in t he communi t y . The desire t hat t heir children remain in t he community i s not as p&r-vasive in non-met ropoli t an whi t Ha lifax Count y a_, a whol e , possibl y part ly becaus some household heads realize t hat t hey wou l d s till be wit hin easy reach of the place to which t hey expect th eir childr en to migrate - the met ropolitan cent r . Yhat is mor e dif f i cult to expl ain is t he patt ern of respons e in Lincol nville and Sunnyvil le , where t he majority of household heads expressed t he des i re t ha t t heir chil dren move out of the community, and, as a result , t here is only a small dis -par ity between _xpec t ations . and des ires . Perhaps more of t h se ouse-hold heads des pair of any signi ficant improvements being eff cted in t e ir community and have r-ad this despair i nt o their desires concer -ing their children ' s mobi lity. There is no evidence t hat t hey have any less aff ecti o for t heir children but there is some evidence t ha t t here is more economi de pr s s ion and less commun i ty "sRirit " in t hes c om-munitie s than i the case in Upper Bi g Tracadie . 3~ Fewe r 5unnyvill e 

33. See Chapter 7 



r esid n s ex pressed any c onf id nee t hat s ome t hing f r ui t fu l wou l d r e-
sult f r om t his survey t han Upper Big Tr acadie resident s . 

The desire t ha t t he i r children remain i n t h community does have 
cer t a in pract i ca l as pect s among t he Guysbor o Negroes . Severa l hous e -
hold head expressed var iants oft e f oll owing s t atement made by a ma n 
in Upper Bi g Tr acadie: u I ra.i sed t hat boy so t hat h can he l p me l a t er 
on " . There are many wa y a grown chi ld can ass ist t he househol d heads 
in add it ion t o contributing to the f am i l y i ncome ; the r at her crude 
ex i s t ence in the t hr ee communities ma kes necesc ary such t hings as ob-
t aining and carryin g wa t er , chopping wood f or f ue l and wa l king s everal 
miles t o a s t ore - di ffi cult t asks f or the e l der ly . Fur t her , s i nce many 
hous ho l d heads ar e look ing af t er chi l dr en ot her t han the i r own , t here 
is often a f eeling t hat t he chi l dr en owe t hem something in return . 
However , not ma ny art i cul at ed t he ir desire t ha t the chil dren remain i n 
the community i n such t e r ms . More ind i cated a "pure" emot i ona l att ach-
ment , especially of cour s t he f males . As a mat t er of f ac t a basic 
ant inomy characterized their motiva t ion of their children - encouraging 
the chi l d t o migr at and bett er hi ms elf while cons t antl y t al ki ng about 
t he l one l iness and diff icul ties faced by other chil dren who have mi-
gr ated and , i t i s be li eved, should re turn . 

Migr at ion Expe ct at ions and Des ires of Yout hs in Sc ool 

Almost all t he ol der s chool childr en i n each oft e t hree Negro 
communit ies have sa i d t hat they will migrat e upon leav 'ng s choo l or 
short l y t hereaft er . Sev r al of the youths had defini te caree r pl ans 
wh ich woul d necess i t at e , at l ea~ t tempor arily, movi ng out of t he com• 
munit y for t he ir r ea l i zati on . For instanc , t wo girl s pl an to go t o 
ith r An t i gonish or Hal ifax t o r ece i ve nu rsi ng t ra in i ng; another gi rl 

intends t o j oin t he Air Force whil e t wo boys pl an Ar my and por t er 
car eer s respec t i vely . Act ua l ly i n al l t hese cases t he s t uden t s ave , 
in me nt i oning t he ii des i re s , indicat ed t ha t t hey antic ipa t e a per man-
·nt mi gr ation . It de fin i t e ly appears t o be the case t hat chi l dr en 
ar e acc l imat i zed at any early age t o t he poss i bility of per manent mi-
gr ation. The participant- observers repor t ed that sever al small 

hildr en have mention d job des i res , r ~cogni zing t ha t t he pursu i t of 
t hos e woul d t ake t hem beyond t e com, unity and even the region . Because 
of t he na t ure of the social system i n wh ich they are member s , having 
t he usual job aspirations engendered i n chi l dr en by t el evi sion and 
s chool - books means hav i ng t he thought of mi grating fr om t he communit y . 
As one pa r tici pant - obs ervor not ed in t he cas e of t wo young children i n 
t he home where e boarded , "I r is and Bar b want to be a nurs e and a 
t eacher r espect ivel y and t hey seem tor al ize t hat t hey will have t o 
leave the commun i ty acc ord ingl y . I r is knows she will have to go t o 
Hali f ax or t o Antigonish and t he thought doesn ' t seem t o bo t he r he~~ 
Further, there is so mu ch t a l k of migr ation and so many mi grating t at 
i t is part of t he loca l cultur e transmitted t o t he chi l dren t ha t Montreal , 
Toronto, and so ort h are pl aces where bet t er j obs and a bett er l i fe-
s t yl e ar ava il abl e, and it i~ conventional for chi l dren t o t hink about 
living t he r e . 3o f or t he ol der s chool children, perma nent mig r at ion is 
not some t hing gr asped i n a sha r p s udden insight; r ather it is an at 
i m licitly asso c ia t ed in t heir th i nking (in a ki nd of "nat ura l " way) 
with bettering onese lf and obt aining cert a in ~mpl oyment, with , in ot r 
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words, achieving some of the goals they have been socialized into preferring 

. While all of the older school children appear to be at least thinking 
of migration, the majority of the approximately thirty-one who are aged 
fifteen or more, do not have very specific career plans. College education 
is not part of their thinking and; as for employment, they are much more 
explicit about what they do not want to do . Two Sunnyville youths , for 
instance, told the participant-oberver, in elaborating why they plan11ed 
to migrate that there was not'lling special they wanted to do but "to be 
away from the woods". In general they have a negative orientation to 
the kinds of employment available in the area.34 This is, of course, 
entirely predictable given the fact that they are usually within ear-shot 
of the incessant parental complaints about the inadequacy (i.e., hard 
work,~~ returns} of available employment and the fact that, as mentioned 
earlier, • some parents in attempting to motivate their children to greater 
educational achievement, disparage the "pick-and-shovel" nature of the 
work presently engaged in by household heads and others in the cormnunities. 

It was previously stated that the househoia heads' reduction of the 
complex factors involved in the question of their children's migration 
to the availability of work was a serious over-simplification. Clearly 
the older school-children are oriented to certain kinds of work, the 
pursuit of which under existing conditions, must necessarily lead to 
their migration. Still, it is even more than a matter of selection within 
a wide range of employment possibilities . The evidence points to their 
desire for a different style of life than they anld achieve if they 
remain in their communities. Here is one of the participant-ol::Ervers• 
descriptions of the attitudes commonly found among the older school-
children: 

"A on many occasions told me that he would like to move from 
Upper Big Tracadie, marry a nice girl, settle down and raise a 
big family. He said he would like nothing better 'c.han to provide 
a good home , a fine house and a car for his wife. He saia that 
he wants, after he gets as much education as he can, to move away 
from Guysborough so that he can ensure his chances of obtaining 
these things. He wants a good job and says he will be quite 
willing to work hard to keep it. He mentioned quite a few possibil-
ities as to places he might want to live in, but thinks that 
Montreal or Toronto would be best. He has photos of an apartment 
that one of his friends there lives in , and admires the apartment 
very much. He said that he would like something along these lines, -
very clean and modern. He definitely thinks that he will have to 
move from Upper Big Tracadie if he is to get any of these things. 

It seems apparent from the participant-observer's notes that the 
young Negro wants not simply a job but a way of life and it is for this 
that he plans to migrate. Others of the older school-children empha-
sized different factors, such as more things to see, more activities to 
engage in. The pursuit then of a certain life-style, which is associ-
ated more with -v some jobs than others, appears to be fundamental in 

34. See chapter three for a description of the range of employment engaged 
in by the Guysborough Negroes . 

35. Chapter five, page 88. 
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t he t hinking of t he student s . It usually, though not always or neces-
sarily, means that they are att r acted to them tropolitan c nt rs . 
Montreal and Toronto are by far the most popul ar pl aces t o migrate t o . 
As one student told the participant-observer 11 peopl used t o move to 
3ydney ut no adays mos t go t o Toronto and Mon treal" . Although two or 
t hree of these youths plan to move to the metropolitan Halif ax area , 
i t as not popular among them; nor ind .ed among other age-grou sin 
t he communiti e . To r onto and Montreal are especially popular because 
other Guysboro Negroes ave gone there to live and because littl e or 
no discrimination is believed t o exis t t here . . Ti fact that bot h ar, 
f ar away also helps to ma intain the :rath r unt arnished image the Negroes 
have of t h m. 

di ll the thirty-thre school c ildren aged fifteen or mo r e 
ac t ually migrate? vlhat wou l d be the eff ec t of increased job oppor-
tunities in the area? Thes questions are dif f icult to answer . Not 
all the s t udents con ider d migration with the same int ensity . Some 
s em d de t ermined to leave t he commun:ty at all cos t s - e~pecially the 
"overconformers 11 referred to in the chapter on ducation3• and a and-
ful of boys in ~unnyville and Upper Big Tracadie . Ot hers appeared to 
be uncert ain of what t hey VJ:J uld do if t he employment situation in t e 
ar ea was improved . T ey are obviously unsure as to what such an im-
provement would mean . A little more of the same or new jobs and con-
comitant changes in other aspec t s of their living? s such phrases as "if not hing much ha.pp ns" , 11 if t here is a f ut ure for me" , indicat e , 
signific ant changes in l i f e-s t yl are impe r at ive if they are to forget 
about migrating . Y t we are stil l examining migrat ion on the ideal 
level . Bef ore we can really come to grips wit h the two above questions , 
it is necessary to expl ore som~ of the patters as oc i ated with actual 
mi gr ation . 

'9• . Abou t one sue II overconf ormer 11 w o s eldom mi es with others i n t he 
communi ty, a r ela tiv said , "she will leav t he community as soon 
as she is able t o do s0 11 • For a des cription of t ' e'bver onf ormers" see pages ,oi and 1t~ i n chapter i ve . 



Charact er i s ti cs of Mi orant s __._ __ 

It hes l ready be e.. not ed t ha t only a proxima tE:>ly o ,--quart er of the young men and womsn , hi l dren of t he cont -mpor ary hous hol d heads , have pon l eaving t e par nt 1 househol d , e t abli shed them-e l v sin t e communiti es . Ther definit ely app ars to higher rate of migration amo t h young women . Of the a pr ox i ma t e l y fift y Negr oes in t he rroj ect communi ti&s who are singl e , out of choo l ad be t w en fif teen and hirty years of age , only about · curt en are females . As one r espond ent in ~u nnyvill e said , "mo r e girls t han boys move out; t her e ' s ha rdly a singl e gi rl around her e over ig t n ; once t hey get aroun th t age t h y leave . " The coll ecte da t a upport s t h is observation, as no t onl are t herer in t he case o ~unnyvi ll e mo r e boys t n gi l s , aged fif t e nor more in s c i ool (nin nd seven re pectiv l y) but there ar~ at 1 as t twent y-fiv ma l es , s i ngl , ou t of s chool nd under t hirt y years o ag com pared t o only five sue f ma l s . 
In Li n olnvill e and Up .er Big Tracad i e t h re i s an appr o ima t el y -::qual numb r of ma l .sand f ema l s in t i c at -gory . Although our mi Jration d t a fr Linc l nv ill e and U,pe r Big Tr acadie indi cate tat as man y ma s s f ema l es have mi grat ed , t here is i n t ese communitie s a r at her per-vasive beli f t ha t t her i s a t end ncy for or e f emal s to mig at . One Lincol nville ma l e , f or -xampl , t ol d t e pa r t i cipa t-observo t hat i n hi s communit y mos t of t hose b t w en sixtee n and twenty-one are cy . In fact , however , i n Lin olnvi l le t here is an equal n mber of f emal s in that a e c at egory . The di ff eren t ial migr ati n by s ex t hen i s al mo~ en tire l y due t o t he Sunnyvi ll e data . The po i nt till r emains , ow v r , t ha t fr t he ~r ea a a whol e , mo r e f ema l es mi grat e - it is probably t h is ( and t he concomitant d i ffi cul ty of ma l es in indi g a 11 ma t e 11 
~ ithin t he rein) to wh ich Lincol nv ill and Up~er Big Tra cadie r esi-d nt s ar e r espondi ng when t hey exagg ra t e t he amount of femal . migra -t· on in t h ir own communiti -s . 

It i g neral l y he l d by res i dents of t he pr oj ect commun ities t i at most of t he young men and women who d migrat , migrate when t hey are b~ t wee n t he ages of sixteen and ~wen t y- on . Our data on the age at wh i h t he migr an ts l eft t he c ommuni ty i only s anty - w an only be conf i dent in ome t hi r ty- odd cas es of pos t No rl d i ar II migration -but i t des quit e cl ear l y support thi s beli e . Al mos t t .ree - quart rs of t hose for whom w ave reliabl e d ta , mi ra t ed wh ile in t hat ag • c ategory . Ther is o known case of a f e al e over wenty-on · year~ of ag mi grating butt er are ma ny known xceptions among t he ma l es . It should per' aps b noted at thi s point t ha t at l ea~ t half o t he single, out-of-s chool and under t irty y ars of age p ulation int e proj ect omT.uni ti es is in t he six t een t o twenty- a e cat egory . 
On ly t he occas iona l migran t possess ed more t han public-schoo edu ca t i on . The average edu tion of the migrant s was bet ween grade six and grade se1en , very simila t o t hat of t he singl e , out-of-sc ool a nd unde r t hirty yea r s of ag popu lat i n and to t hat of t he youn married population . At t he same time it is qui t e clear t hat mo t of t hose ew who do r ceive at l eas t s ome hig' -s c oo l t raining t nd Jo migrat e . Amo g t o e igrating s ince worl d War I I t h re were about t w lve who had ee n t o hi gh s chool , wh il e among t h young (fift en t o t hirty- f our years of age) married popula t ion on ly t wo h ve any igh-s chool t r a i ning and in the s ingle ou t -of -s chool category only t hree . Most of t he migr an t s wi t h high-s choo l t ra i ning we r e f ema l es 



(e ~g t of t he t we ve . As f ar as i t i s po s i bl e t o t ell, none of 
the migrants pos essed any spec ia t aining up n leaving the com-
muni t y . 

r.1 os t of t he migr ant - .1 e f t t he comn,u ni t y al ne a . ' wit h but little 
kn ovJl e ge of l ife in t .. 1e c o nuni ti2sl1 t o w i t he y i;;:Ce migrating 
a nd f ew mp.1 yment pro;pect . They a e ow general ly empl oye a 
domes t ics , labor ,'? r s , truck-drivers and woods - ·· rkers , al t h ugl a 
fe· f ema l es have ob ain~d "o fie-work" . Tare is n cl ar evi ence 
as t o the pr onality characteristics oft: e mig ants . 3ome ar• re -
por t e-'l t o. ave bee n 11 .re al t roub l e-makers" when int e local commu i-
t i es while t hers are said t o have bee n or i du triou than t~ose 
not mi gra i ng . L cal pol ice f fi cia ls reported -hat , on . e basis 
of t ' eir 1 i mi t ed inf or1 at ion , it do2s not a ' - ar t hat t e migrant::; 

aused t hem any gre t er trouble t -n t h on- igrants . 

On tie vole t hen , it c n con cluded tat t an st like ly to 
mi grate t he fe~al s wh o hav had goma hig - chool &ducat ion and 
are b ti en ix t een and t ,~nty-one years of age . Mos t of hose ~ho 
a e go i ng t o mig. ate do c.o bef re t hey r ea , th -· age of tw ,nty-on . 
Ha v i ng ade these poin t h wcv r t here is l ittl e e lse WE:: c 2.n wi th con ... 
fide nc e say about the sp- c ial ha~a t er i sti cs of t l emigrants . he 
f t o t e m1tt er is , s .ent i oned earl ier , that most o· t le you. g 
men and women do migrate . It e~m~ tat t he better ue~ ion t o ask 
is "why do those bet wee n t h-· ages f fift een a 1d thirt y who a- e o-..it 
o choo l continue to res i de in the communit i °' s?" T er e are at -re -
sen t some for t y persons who are ma rried and l iving in t he project 
comr unities and are ro g l y in t his age -c ategory la - ware be t w,~ n 
t irt y and t . irty-four ears of age) . Their contin ed rese e i n 
the communities an readily be e xpl ained a a func tion of h l arge 
fami l i t h __ y t end t o ave .7/ Pers ons who marry in the i r ate t een 
or e·rl y t \ent ies invariabl y do not migrate because , ha ving childr n 
in q ic k succes~ion, t l1ey are soon involved in a re l entl ess s truggle 
for s bs i stence . T e y do not have t -:. capital ne cessary for mig r at ing 
and , r emain i ng in their community , c an at l eas t carry on th8 t ruggl 
in familiar rr i tory . On y if t he famil y is disrupt ed by death , 
des r t i on or se aration does a ember of t hi~ cat egory t nd to migra t e . 

ut t he more b sic ques t ion can still be asked "what f ac tor are 
importan in de t er minin g whether or not a ; rs on dec i des t o se tt! 

Thi s s t atement ne -ds some qualification in t he case of those mi-
grating to New Glasgow and Sydney . Besid shaving r-lativ.s and 
fr iend s in these communit ies, t he Negr oes of t n commut e t here or 
work in t h- l umber i ng camps of t l e surrounding area . However , 

nl y on f t he Negro respondents r epor t ed regul ar visiting wi t h 
re_-tives i these laces and only two report ed any mutual assist -
an ce wi t h residents of thee areas . 

31. The average f amil y s i ze among t hem 1~ 7 . 8 , about e i ght mGmbers per 
f am i ly . Fu.rth ·"r , these famil ies 'ave not yet r8a ch d maximum 
growt and over ha lf t e wive are und r t h i rty ye ar s of age . 



down int. e c mmunity and marry in t he first pl ace?" The fact t hat 
rn~rr iage is genera lly associated by the 'Negro s witn "settling down" 
might v - ry well men it is symboli c o a de c ision not t o migrate . In 
line with t h is interpret atio i the fact t hat nin e of the eleven3~ 
household head respond nt s in U per Big Trac- die and Lincolnville who 
are in t his ategory (married , bet ween fifteen and t hirt yM our years 
of age} said t hat t hey would not wis ' to migrate even if t ey had 
greater choi e . This re resents a muc1 higher pe rc nt age ~nwi l ling 
to migrat . than that reported in Tabl e XI ·or t he t ota l hou ehol d he ad 
po_ul ati o o thes e wo ommun i ti.s . The only r espond ~nt of thi 
category i 1 the com.~nities who planned to migrate wa s •. femal e in-
volved i n an unstable common -law relationship . In 3unnyvill e thi 

esponse pat tern of the young marr ied popu l at ion on this issue was t he 
same as t hat of the total h usehold head popul cti on t t ner~ b~in_ o l y 
a slight differenc e favour ing t he 11 wou l d not move even if hoice" 
a ternative . The eviden ce s ugges t s then t hat the young marr i ed popu-
lation are quite committed t o t heir communities and t ha t their remain-
ing ,~re may not b~ mere ly a mat ter of econo ic necessity . dha t 
appears to be happening is that in t he cas of t hey ung married oru-
lat·on "push and pull" factors ha ve operated in such z wny as t o create 
a ne t ba l anc e i n ·avour of remaini g in t he communit ies . Sine t hQy 
are cimilar t o t he migrant ~ with respect t o edu c t ional achievem.nt, 
ab e of spe cial training and work patterns r:Lor to marriage nd 
si ce t heir pre en t emp oyment i s, for t e most ar t , simil r t o wha t 
the migrant s would b doing if t ey had remained in t he c mmuni t y , i t 
seems likel t ha t t hey eit h.r f lt ales in t ense dispar ity bet weJn 
t heir m,,cn nd ends in t he first plac or t ound so· r ces of comrensa-
• ory s at i-:, f act ion . vvE• pr pose t h n fi rs t t o e a.m.in ~ t h pus and I ull 

ac t ors ·n migrat ion and rovi d o e f ul l y t he c usal c ontext wherein 
these t wo actors c an more pre cisely be xamined . 

One community II ush" fa ctor is c early t n la of employment pos-
sibilities within the community or the om uting area . Tis is mos t 
often arti ulJ ed as a reason f or migra tion by m mb,rs of all groups . 
ie have already though noted t hat i t has di ff r&nt rami f ication or 
the di·fer nt groups . Pn increase 'n t he ki nd o wor a ready avail-
ab l 8 t o the Negroes wou l d, in t he short run at 1 at , lessen some of 

he hinking abou migration on the part of the hou seho l d hea is bu t 
sinc e thare is litt l migra t ion among t em en~ ay i , wou l d have li t tl e 
e f ect on their migration . Its bigges ef ect would be among singl e 
ma es over twenty-one years of age . As sugges t ed earlier mos mi gr nts 
leav th c mmunities be t w 8n the ages of s ixteen and t w~n+y-one but 
of t hos who did not , mos t l t for jobs more steady t han the ones t hey 
had whil in th ommu ity bu t of t he same ind - i . e . cutting or 
carrying pulp . Th da t t hough canty appears t o indi at e tha t t hese 
-----... ·--
..,, ,rn do 0 have such ques ion a re dat a or th spouses , but i is V 0 

ex cted t ha + heir r _,ponses wou l d be roughly s i milar . 3ee 
P. Ross i, Why_ a 1 · li e s Move , Free Presc: , Illinois , age 15 . 



older migrant~ l ef t basica l ly fo uh emplo ment and g·ne~ally ~i-gra ed to a plac e clo t o t e proje t omm niti • 0 , 3ydney was mo e o t ... n l c.:r1 not t l1 place t he ... e older r:iig r-,n ,s i.r nt to . ;.t the p· esent time abo half t he i ty ·ingl e out-o - cc ool and under t irty-odd yea r s of a3e pers r.s in t :e communities are over t enty-one years of age . Thee perso ~ · end ot t o be eag r t o e· e ~heir ommun·ty; one uh perso from L"ncolnvill e said that, "I ' m not going t leave is ar a nless t nere is a job wa it ing or me" . To ot her person in t h i s cat e ory living i Upper Big Trac ad"e a so said t hey were not interested i n migra t ing as d "d · we ~i g femalEs in t heir early 
ti enties who 1 ive in L • nco1nville . Per on su as these Jor1mutc of t en for wok int e surrounding area . Und r ex i :; t i g condition t hey would prob l y t ri kl1.: out of t he community ov(jr ··he . -t f t:w y ars as 
di t he lder migra ts in yea:es pas t . w 'er"' more v·ork 
hovvever , t l -"Y probably would not . /-1.S a matter of fa t if ors o: t he exis t in~ kind of work were av i _able t scne of the older mig: ants 
mig t 'CV~ r turn to the community - se· ral hav said ·Lat t h y INO Jl::.l • ike to ret n and most o t he contact c orr,Q.1u ity resiJents hav(; • ith th mig ran·s is restri t ed to thi s group.~ 

La k of jobs is also a 11 pu~h 11 facto· among th::. oder school-c i ldren ad t hose who a:ce sin l e , ou - of-s hool anrl under twenty-one yea s of age . Ho'•V8ver , as ,vas ob~ erved E:ar 1 ie~ , their orient at ion is not toward3 t h~ i< • nds f jobs ass o iated wi t h tr 1:: styl ~ o • li c E.>'ist-
i g i t ht; t l ree c or mun it ie-= . Tl"ie onte t wherein emr loymf-n \, i. an-visaJed tends t 6 ,b diff eren\, t han is t he case among t hus· wh are s :i r;' 1 e bu t over t w t -one years of ,Je , ac:: w 11 as among the nc.1r r ·.ed ,l'"' tion . Most of t hos1:; vrno arG und t we ty- o e are 11 .ulled 11 by tn - me t opo itan s t yl ~ of life; evera l of those who arc ou t f s cho 1 expre ;~d job as i ra t ions su ha~ becoming prof es. ional musi c ians , 

The c ---ntact t ha t c mmunit r es i d nts have i th th • rnicrant appears to vary alon g two dimen ion - t e dis t a ce o t e mi~rant rom t ht communities and t le age at whi ch t emigrant l e~t th e ommuni i~s . T 1e mo t cont ac t is wi t h ' ose mig a ts tJho le t the community at a la t er than average ag and wl o now live i • he cont iguous ou t is . T ere is very litt cont ac~ wi t t he young migran t s h ha ve go t o Ontario or 'uebec. ~u ch o t h visi t ing of t he migrants occurs o f es t i e· occ - s ion , uc1 ao C ri t mas , and during t he "Ummer alida y . Th r al so i s a cert ain am unt of l ett er ~ri ti , g bet wee 
miqra1 ts and ommuni ty resident a l t l oug11 it is not o a regular sort . Contac with migrant also ,arieo according to c ommun ·~ y -most people in Lincolnvill e reported no communi at ion wi h t h~ i r migrant 1-tive , while Uppe r Big Tracadie r -id nt s mo o t n r eport ed 'k eping in tou,h 11 with migra. t s , l t hougl th f r equ c y of omm nication i s sti l ow, About l o% of t he lous ol d ads in t he Negro communities report~d t hat they missed t ir migrant r l ati ves II not at all" w il e 4<;% repor • -•d mis in t hem "s om II and 2% 11 v ry muc 11 • In non-metropol i an Hali f ax County t he pro ar-t ions ver-c v ry sinilar, 1 ;~ 5 5 % an l 29% respt ctively . Th .re was 
some variation ·dt. in thE: Negro sample , h t dency being t hat Upper Big Tracadi' r sid nt~ ( ho haJ more communi atio with th~ir migrant r· l ativl; ) more ofte claim d to miss t mi::,rant s "v--ry mu h" . • 



Joining t he s rv i ces and driving t r ucks but mos t, like t e old r 
s chool children, did no t r ef er t ' spec i fic j obs a uch as t hy re-
fe rred t o t he general cond it ion s of employment sue as t h igher 
wages , being abl e t o enj oy bett er ervi ces , tc. Since t hy are not 
s ignificantly diff r ent from t hose of t h ol d rage-group in educat ion 
and spec ia l training , i' is pr obabl e t ha t t hy f ee l more int nsel y t he 
disparities be t ween t he i r hops and t h ire pectations . In t is 
regard it is i mportant t o note t he f indings of a r cent study into the 
persona l i t y charact ris t i c s o ol der Negr o s t ud nt s in t e Halifax area : 
"It is sugges t ed t ha t at t his s t ag in t h ir lif (when t hey are on 
th ve r ge of ent er i ng t he l abour market ) t h Negr o s t ude tin Halifax 
fi nds i t dif f i cult t o begin wor king ... he has wha t seems a 1 give-it -
up 11 att i t ude , which c r t ain l y makes ens e i n vi w of t he empl oyment 
opportuni t ies t h t awai t h im in t is area as he grow ld r ... bu t 
till has ~$uffi ci nt drive t o overcome t hi inert ia and see imse lf 

work ing" .~~ I t seems t ha t one of t h i mpl i cations of t he f ir t pa t 
of t h i s fi nding is t at per sons of t hi s ag - cat egory i nt i- ituation , 
such as are of course t he old r s chool childr non t he verg of eaving 
s chool wi t hou t any very conc re t e prospects in hand and t he i ngle o t-
of-s chool persons und r t wenty- one who al so of course have ew pr os -
pects in t he area , are acut el y sensitive to ''pull s" promising t o re l ive 
t he ir f elt dispariti es and have not as ye t f ound adequat sourc s of 
compensat ory satisfaction in the local area . 

net her "pull " f ac tor is t he exampl of t hosew:10 have migrat d t o 
the larger centers . e r e is t he Linc ol nvil l e part i cipant-observer ' s 
des cr i ption of t he mor e soph i stic at ed pr esentat ion of sel f of migrant s 
re turning for vis its to t he communi t y: " t hos women who ave l ef t t e 
communit y and settl ed do el sew r e appear t o be much better dressed 
on t he f ew t iri. s t hey visit t he community . One woman who l eft 
Lincolnvill i n t he l ast ten years visi t ed on of t he homes re cently . 
0he was much be t ter dressed t han anyone l s int e hous . ~he ad 
her ha ir set in a parti cular s t yl e and her t e t h were quite white , in 
c ontras t to the women of Lincolnvill ho hav t heir hair j u t combed 
and among 1 horn in most cases , t eet h are crooked and stained" . T er 
wer e s everal such cases r eport d by all t he partic ipant-observers . 
Without el abora t ing much on this t eme t he eff ect is apparen t ly t hat 
commu nity resid nts become mor e cons c ious of their own felt dispari is 
and a significant amount of gl amour is att ached t o bot h migra t ing and 
t he migr ant s . As t h Sunnyvi ll e par t i ci pant-observ r not d (not as 
ri chly as d sirabl ): "thy envy t hee r el at ives (in t he l a r ger com-
muni t i es ) because t hey f elt at t hey ave ab tter chanc e at a go d 
j ob and mo r opport unity f or socia l int eract ion by virtue of t he f act 
t ha t t hey re in larger communities" . Th l as t part of t his quot tion 
is part i cul ar ly r el evant sine aft er al l mos t of t h mig rant s p s essed 
no spec ial charact rist i cs . Be i ng awa r e of t he essenti al simi l arity 
of migrant s t o t hemse l ves , t hose t il l r siding in the communi t ies t nd 
to gl amori ze migr at ion it elf . Thi s i s particul arly t rue for t hose 
among whom t he myriad push and pul l fa ctors have not yet crystall ized~ 

4 ~. M. avis and H. Bea ch , A Per onal i ty ~t udy of Negr oes in Halifax , 
Nova ~- cot i a , Ins t i t ute of Public Affairs , Da l hous i e Univ rsi t y~ 19 3 . 



namely, t hose i n t h ir l at e t eens and arly t we nties . (They are s trengt en d in t heir beli f t ha t per haps t hey too could do well i n t e large cen t rs . It i s part icular l y bel ieved in the project c ommuniti es tat females coul d do so . One f ema l e w· o said she , as go ing t o Toronto, told t h i nterviewer t ha t "there ' s a l ot of wo.rk there for f emal es" . Ot ers echoed t his commen t on several occasion . ) I n support of t hi s interpr etation , we po int to the seemingly pervas ive patt ern noted by t ::s Sunnyvil l e partic ipant-observer , "coming tack fr om even a short tri p generally means they (the young eopl e) will have somet hing special uch as a ha t ~ t o cl arly signify to ot her s that they have been someplace" . Mo r eover the t remendou emp asis pl aced on truck-drivi ng, mechan ics and t he car ar e prQbably in part re lated t o thi s "g lamorization of migratiod' t endency.4 Finall it appears t hat on the whol e t he eff ect of t he l etters and photographs , etc ., sent t o community resident by migrants and f riends .lfu ing in the l arger communi t i es, is t o r e infor ce t his gl amoriza tion - many refer t o the better conditions present in this other "world" . 

A ot er "push" fa ctor oncerns t h pract i ce of discrimi nation locally . The r e appears to be com l et e unanimity among t he pro j ect pop-
ulation as to thee is t ence of m ch discrimination against t em in Guysborough County . According t o these peopl e it pervades al l kinds of social interaction as well as making it di ff i ul t for t hem t o obt ain work . The surrounding ar ea is on the whol e r at ed by t h s e Negroes as being only slig tly bett er t hough , as mention d earlier , var i ous ou e -ho l d heads have their spec ial favorit s . The supposed exis t nc of dis-crimination in Guysboro and in t he contiguous counties affect s mig a-tion insofa r as it is part of the style of life young peopl e are trying to avoid by mi grating t o Ontario and uebec . It af f ects t h satis-fa ct ion of the married populat ion and the ol der migr ants but has l ess of a bearing on t he ir migration because t he former rare y migra te and the l att er usua lly migrat e t o t he surr ounding ar ea . I t does t hough inf l uenc e t he specific loc ation wi t hin t he area to which t he oder singl e people migrate and, as was noted above , it is i mport ant in a negative sense in the mobi l ity aspirations of s me of th househo l d heads . 

There ar e als o some f actors "pulling" peopl e t owards their loc a communi ties . One i th sense of community r l at dn ss , of belonging and fa miliarity ~ As on participant-obs erver not d , "I t hink they feel that they l eave som thing behin if they migr at e al t hough t hey have a ha r d t ime expr es s ing this" . An other part i c i pant-obser ver was mor e specifi c in referring t o this feeli ng ; "another reaso why peopl e may be esit ant about le aving t e community is t he appa r ntly s t ro ng consciousness of their re l at ions ip wi t h ot h r i n-, the communi t y , re-f erring t o people who are t heir grandfath r ' s first cou sin as t heir t hird cousin and so on; almo tall t h families ar e inter-related whe ther by in-l aw , cousins or becau one family ooko after anot her ' s children . There is for xample on man in Lincol nvill who only has 

~. It i s no t being suggested t ha t t h is glamor izat ion of mig r ation patt ern or the automobile emphasis is singu l ar to this popula t ion; rat er t hey appear to be pervasive in our soc i et y . 



one relative in the community but h even refers to h is wife ' s dis• 
tant cousin as "cousin'' • A f ull examination of comGunity in olvement 
in t he project communities wil . be given in the next hapter but it 
suffices here to note that it l ays a part ink eping people in the 
area . 

Anot her aspect of t hi s community " pull 11 is the pervas ive com-
munit y vi ew t at on is very lonely and on one ' s own int e big centers 
espec ially o course t he me tropolitan centers . Th supposedly hectic. 
isola t ed ex i s t ence in big centers is oft n referred t o negatively as 
is evidenced in t he following remark told to a part icipant-obaerver by 
an Upper Big Tracadie youth about his sister who current l y lives in a 
me tropol itan area - 11 It ' s about time A came home and stopped running 
all over t he place" . .,:.. few mi grants who have returned to th communi-
ties have made similar negative comments about ife in bigger centers 
and in ot her instances parents t al k of t he great loneliness oft e ir 
migrant children living in Toronto , Montreal and even Antigonish . In 
fact as oted earl ier , in the soc ialization of their children , parents 
often point to this isolation of others who have gone t o the big 
cit i es . This factor operates particularly with regard to the young 
migrants since it i s part of th- l ocal common experience that , f ort' e 
young migrants, going to Quebec and Ontario en t ails almost a compl ete 
sev ranee o ties tot community . Giv n t he non-exist nee of any 
s trong subculture with ,~ich t hey can become involved i n t hese pl aces , 
migration t here for th young peopl e as also something of a rohi 
bitive meaning to be added t o i t s uncertainty . 

Another community "pull" f act or is t he l ack of capital to fi nance 
mi gra t ion . We have alr ad y no t d i t s im plication for t.o e who are 
marri d wi t h families . Were such capital availabl e there wou ld un-
doubtedly be m re famili al out-migration alt ough t he da ta suggest it 
wou l d not be v ry gr eat. As for t he singl e p ople . l ock of capit al does 
not app-ar to be an import ant factor in their migration decision but a 
government support d migration program woul d probably increase t he 
migration r at e . 

The above push and pull f actors provide t h~ cont ext f or t he act ual 
working-out of t he migrat ion rate . They are t e givens and how t h 
individua l s rea ct to them - w t her t hey migr ate or not - appear s t o 
d pend on how intense is t eir felt disparity bet wee n means and ends 
and whet her any compen atory satisfactions ar e obt ained , local ly . 
Given t his mode l it is possible t o chart t he his t ory of t he migration 
proces . Thought s about migrat ion oc ur very earl ~ i nt e Guysboro 
Negro s ' l i f -cycl as job aspira t ions and altern at e l ife -styles l earned 
in s clool, gl eaned from t he ma s med ia and , to some degr , inculc ated 
by parents ge t them or ient ed t o the i J ~a of migr ation . At t e same 
time opposi te f actors are coming int o pl ay such as greater community 
involvemen t and knowl edge of the supposed l on~l iness of ot her f amily 
m mbe r s who have migrat ed . As they mature they become more aware of 
t he various push and pull factors mentioned above and "sample " t he 
alt ernate status sys tems . At t his point, say j unior high stage , it 
can saf ely be pr di eted t hat those who are doing well in s ch ol and/or 
the "over onformers'' will migrat e since , as demons t r at din t he chapter 
on edu cati on , doing so or being so general l y means withdrawing f rom 
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community l ife and reject ing local s tatus cri t er i a . Lo cal compen-
satory sati s act ions are irr evant and sue p rsons ar e i ghl y 
a i vement oriented . For the grea t bu l k of Gu ys boro Negroes at ti 
s tage , however , (t e above category is bot h small in number and mos tly 

ema l e) t e situat ion i s s t ill fluid . The ar e becomi ng incr asingly 
alienated fr m s chool and as pointed out ir t he education chapt er , 
local alt ernat e stat us cr i teria ar e very mean ingf ul to them. But t he y 
are s t i ll for t he most part or i ented t o migration . Upon leaving 
s choo l such per sons stay int e local community at l eas t f or a f ew 
years commut ·ng or wor k to plac s such as Prince Edwar d Is l and and 
t e lumb r camps around Sydn ey and New Glasgow al though all such em-
pl oyment is of a sl ort-term seasonal natur. This is t e g s tat ion 
period , very muc al ng t he lines s gges t ed i n t e avis-B eac rinding 
quot ed earlier . At t h is s t age t he pa rticular individual ' s combina t ion 
of elt dispari t ies and c ompen atory satis·act ion wi t h t he general 
push and pull facto r i s crystalli z d and mos t who are going t o migrat 
do so before t hey are t wen ty-on years of age . Apparent y f ew find 
t he l ocal status crit ria system adequat e , suggesting t hat its mean-
ingfulness for t he older s chool children is l ess a function of its 
internal s trengt h and mor a matt er o J simply b ~ing a crutc. in a very 
tense situ ation, t ha t of s chool ife . 

T l r appears t o be some evid nc t h t t ose who have not migr at ed 
by t he time t ey ar t wenty- one or so , have l ess intense a feeling of 
s t atus frustrat ion . Ve point t o t h f act that t he older migrants 
appear to be r luctant migrants , moving as a r sult of conomic and 
p rhaps ma t e - sel ction pressure , i n pursu it not of a profound chang -
in l ife-styl e but , rather , of something better fr om "he same moul d . 
Als o, as no ~ed earlier , t hos~ of t e young married popula~ion are the 
most re l uctant to move even assuming great r r eal choice . In s ome 
cases it is possible to poin t o sources of com ensation locall y such 
as s t r ong per sonal or familial attaclments and compar at ive s t atus 
pr e stige from living i n the best louses or on t he best l ots in the ir 
communiti s . For the incapacitated - t e bl ind• crippl ed and re t arded -
given t he individua l nature of migr ation, t he l ocal ar 3 a obviously 
off ers mor~ sources of compe nsa t ion . Thus migration is only one re-
spons e t o t he pe rvasive means-ends discrepancy. Whil e it is the most 
important r -s ponse in a num rical sense , ot her responses ar interes t ing 
and it i s to these t ha t w ow turn . 

Other I ndividual Responses 

One of the mos t i mport ant o th s "other ind i vidua l r espons es" 
i s t e s i aling down of one ' s goals . I t was observed i nt e chapt er on 
education that t he hope of t he Negro househo l d hea s for th eir children ' s 
edu at ion wer l es s than t heir assessment s of how mu ch edu cation is 
need d if a young person is t o be a "succ es s" . This caling down of 
goa ls is a lso evident in t he r ema r ks of t wo teen-age girls who said 

ey w r e t hinking of migrating but mi ght change t e ir mind if t hey 
could live in better homes . Tha t s om su "s caling down" is neces ary 
fo r mos t of us in lif e seems evident t o t he wr iter . The interes t ing 

43. In t his sense i t is c om arabl e to c rtain delinqu nt struc t ures . 
Se t he concept of t he "n ar -grou p" in L. Yablons ky ' s "The linguent 
Gang As a Near-GrouB" , Soci al Probl ems 7, Fall 1959 , p. 108- 117 . 
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sects of this t o be pointed out among t he Guysborough Ne roes are 
the degre of n, ca1ing down" and t he speci f i behavioural areas where 
su ch occurs . The fo llowing t ables give us some idea as to t he degree 
of s caling down by com aring Negroes ' and Whit es ' orient ation to and 
achievement of mater"al succ ss in l i f e . 

TABLE I . : ; ;;.;:Hc.,;;.o..;;;u:..:;s...;ce.:.;h:..:;o..:=l;..;;d~~a_d;...;s_' ____ T;;..;;h.:.;. i;;;.;n.:.;k~i n_g...._C.;;...;.o_n __ c..;;.e ... r""'n __ i __ n..,..g"-:-,:T,.;.h:..;,e,_. _I:;.;.;m"""p;;..;;o;..;:r;...;t;..;a;;..;n.:.;c~_o;:c..;;.f 
Ma terial Success in L ii2_* 

Think I t Most 
Im29rtant 

T ink It Importan t But 
Not Mos t Impor taf}:_t 

n n 
Guysborough Negroes 42 

23 

70 

38 

18 10 

Whites in Se l ected Communiti s 37 62 

~ourc e: Author ' s Survey , Spring and Summ r , 1964 

* The s ecific ques t ion asked was ~rs it in your opinion mos t impor-
t ant that a person does well in l i f e materia l ly, i . e . have a high 
income 11 • 

TABLE XI/: Ma t erial Possess ions 3 core* of House old Heads ,_]v I.Y]?.§. 
of C.9.rnmunity 

Low Med ium High 
o/ D. .1t. D. ..1L n -12.... 

Guysboxough Negroes 

Whi t es in Sel ect ed 
Commi;ni t ies 

Author ' s 

26 43 

2 ' ) -., 

Survey, s . ring 

2 36 12 

24 40 34 

and Summer , 1964 

* Th ma t rial possession s core is based on responses t o a seven 
item pos~cssions index . Th tripartite division has only com-
parativ signifi cance . 

21 

57 

The tables indicate that t he Guy-borough Negroes lay greater .m 
p a sis on • o .importance of material succ ess in lif -~ yet rank much 
low r in terms of ac, ievemont than do '. .lhites in tie .s l ect ed communi-
ties . 3imilar t abl es could be constructed for hous ing , jobs and so on, 
with r oughly similar patterns of di parity i ndicated - most Guysboro gh 
Negro s live in very overcrowd ed hous·ng an only a handful have st ady 
em loyment . Furt her t f ew Guysborough Negroes obtain much sat i fa ct ion 
from t heir occupationa l involvement as is shown by the following tabl e: 



Guys borough 

Hous ehol d Heads_ ' Orientati on t o J ob or Retirement,,_b 
Type of Commun~!Y 

Likes It Very M ch 
% n 

Negroes 25 0 

,Jh ites in Selected Communities 52 60 

Source: Author •s Survey, 3pr ing and Summer, 1964 . 

It is possibl e to obs rv this "s caling down" in t he att itude s 
of most p rsons i n t he proj t communities towards 'bootlegging" , 
il l egitima y and common-law unions . Bootl egg ing , for exampl e , i s 
known t o b illegal by comm nity r esidents yet it is not negatively 
sanctioned but rat r se en as an adjustment t o l ocal conditions . In 
ea ch of the three project communities there are several boot l eggers , 
all of whom have small (ver y sma l l) operat ions . Giv n transportation 
problems and t he f ·ct t hat li uor stores are abou t fifteen mil e~ dis • 
tant fr om t wo oft 1e t hree communities , it i s q it e expensiv to pur-
chase liquor l egally i only sma ll purchases can be made at any one 
time - · which is of cour se all t hat these l ow income Negro s can do. 
Consequently , whil e many are not in favour o boot l eggi ng in princi pl e , 
thy t ol erat it under t hes8 conditions - the bootleggers ar providing 
something along t he lines of a commun ity servic and t he smal l profit 
they ( ,ost l y f ma l e ) ma eh lps pu t food in t he s t omach and clothes 
on the back of the fa mily . In Upper Big Tracadie f or instance the t wo 
fema l e bootl eggers are pr ot ec t ed by other residents from R. C. M. P. 
surv illanc , are cons idered s being among the best itizens and are 
t hemse l ves strong church members . The general posit ion adopted t owards 
boot! gging then i s that , " it is wrong in princi pl e; one wishes it 
wou l d not have to b enga g din but inadequacies of incom, t ranspor-
tation and so on man t hat it is sim ly something on has to live with 11 • 

A similar or i ntation is held by most resid nts wi t h regards to ille -
gitimacy and common- a unions . Bot h ar wi de s read in t he commu i t ie , 
espec ially illegit i ma cy, and both are c l arly disapproved f in prin -
c iple . In ~ract i c ome res i d nts do s t rongly and negat ivel y sanct ion 
su ch behavio~r . One woman , f or exampl e , upon dis covering t hat er 
daughter w·s pregn· nt s -nt her t o 1·ve wi t relatives in anoth r pro -
vince until t baby was born . Al s having illegitimat chil dren o 
living common- l a mans that one m·s t ex pec t on cert ain occasi ns~ such 

s during argum nt s , t o be r f err d t o by ot h rs as a moral d gen r a t e . 
However , f r mos t of t he r esid nt s mos t of t he t ir e bot h are consid -red 
as t hi gs one mus t all ow f or give l oc l cond i t ions such overcrowd ing 9 

l ack of m ney t o obt a in a di ·ore , and lack o al t er na t i sour ces of 
grati i cation . Several of t he informal ommu ity l eaders , s pec ia l l y· 
i Upper Big Tracadie ad Lin ol vi l , ar e involv d i n common- l aw re-
la ionsh " but also t ach Sunday School and are highly re pect ed . 
S "milarly , most o t he ou eho l ds of t r sp ct ed r esident s cont ain 
i ll egitima t e childr n . 

I t appears t n t ha t t he orient at ion of Guysborou h Neg ro s t owar ds 
boot l egging , ill egit i ia cy and common- l aw un i o s _efl eet ad j us t ment s i n 



s t and rds ink ep ing wi t h t e conc ret i t ua t ion i n whi c t hey f i nd 
th em e l v s . Int erpr t ed in t i wa y t heir ori ent at ion i s imi lar t o 
t ha t foL nd to be pervasive among t he l ower socio-economic s egm nt of 
t h orth Ameri can po ul at ion . Tis orient at ion ac r c ntl y bJ..W' 
cone p ua l ized i sociol ogy s " t he lower cl i ss va l ue s t r t c 1 , 

indicat ing t hat th~ lower cl ass have off i c ia l and midd l e c lass va l ues 
as w 11 as others more in ke ing wi t , t heir concre t e ~ituation and , 
c onsequently, av·ng t his w' d r alu r f renc e than t e middl e c lass , 

l so means t h t 11 va l ues t end t o opera r among t hem l ess st r ngly 
t han is t h corr ending c se among t he rniddl l ass . Nevert hel ess , 
it seem lear in t case of t he Guy boroug Negroe~ t ha t middle 
cl ass values cons t itut e t h sta ndards and d arture s f rom such s t and-
ards , th ople appear to bel i v, mus t some! ow be jus t i f ied . I this 
regard t importanc e of t l evision, radio and t he s chools s t em s 
urveyors of midd e cl asQ value cannot but be m hasized . But ·u~t 

import ant, given t e f act t ha t l ectri ci ty in Negro households is 
a p s t ,lor l Jar II , '-'nomenon and t e fa ct t hat t l1e sc ool sys t e was 
so underdeve l oped until recent ly , is t he l ong hi t ory of con t i nuous i f 
not in t en e involvement i . e . jobs) tat these pea l e have had with 
t he broader society . T Guysborou h Negroe are very mu ch ' nvolv d 
with t h broader soc ie t y; indeed , mo t oft eir employmen is out~ide 
their c mmuni ti c. , mo t of t heir nt_~t ai ment ori ginat s from ou t ide 
the community ( t elev ' s ion and radio~ ) ad at pr e nt the viabilit y f 
t hei r commun i ti es depend v r y much on government al assi t anc e .41 The 
co t oft i s i nvo l vement is t ha t t ey ave apparen tly i nt er al i z d 

t andards seemingl y im oQsibl e f achievement giv n loca condit i n 
and conQequent ly ad j u t ment s and s t i f i cat 'ons are necessary . ~hile 
eac act r has hi on s cript t dea l wi t h , uc h adju~ t me t s and ju t i-
fi cat i on c an also be ·een as a col lect ~ e respon e in af ar a the ne 

esult is t ha t neces ary mut ual s1;Rport i obt ained , f ac i i t at ing a 
ne tra l' za t ion of guilt f Qeling .4f 

44. H. Rodman , "The Lower Cl s Value S retch" , Soc ial Fore s , 
D cem er , 1963 . 
More t han · al f of t he househol d eads r or ted l istening to t h 

adio regularl y while on ya t hird report ed reg' l ar t el evision 
vie ing . Onl 17% of t he househol d head popu l ation said t ha t 
t hey r rely eit er li t en t or dio or va t c h television . Thi i , 
how ver, a hi her percen t age not direct ly "nf l uenc ed by t 
media than was f ound i n either the · alifax aunt y unit a 
( 7%) or the _, lected communities 5%) . In all t hese unit liste. -
ing t o th adio was mor e prevalent than t elevision w t c· ing . 
Act a ly l mo t th i rty percent of t he Ne gro usehold o not as 
yet ave lectrici t y . 

See C pt er Thr 

For an elaborat ion oft is point it r spect t o deviance e -
e rally see G. :A . ·ykes , Crime and ~oci t y. an om Ho e , New 
York , 1956 . 



Anot er pr eva l en t i ndiv i dua l r es p ns e am g t he Guysborough Negr oes , 
i nvolv d t he ir manipula t ion of ref er ne e g oups . I t as bee n observed 
t ' at some of t hose n t mi gr at ing appear t o ave found sources of com-
pe nsat ion oc al ly , namely , comparative ocial pr s t ige fr om liY ing in 
t he b t houses or on t he be t l ots i nt ei· commun ity . Clear l y one 
~a y of de~ing wit h means-ends dis cr panc i es i for one t o us as his 
re f erenc e group others who , on t he rel eva nt at tributes , r ank l ower 
t han on self . Our part i c i pant-ob rvors foun d uch a res ponse t o be 
qui t e common when t hey dis cus ed issues uc as housing , educat ion and 
ac iev m· nt generally , wi t h the re pendent s . . he respondents often 
dis tinguishe b t w en t hemsel es and ot hers i ·' t he commun.:.t y in a 
man ner quite avourabl e t o t hemselves . For example , one res pondent i n 
Sunnyvill poi t ed out t hat wil e his ous e wa s not mu hi t was o. e of 
t he bes t house i n t he area and he was one o · t he· ew who " looked 
a _ter t hings'' · He made a ana lagous rem rk c o1 cerning work , abi l i t y 
and mora lity . ' imi larl y a hous e old head in Lincol nvill e pointed ou t 
tha while he has little du cat ion , he can at l eas t r ead and wr i t e a 
1 i tt l e and t at is. i:nor e t han some others in t he c orrm1uni ty can say . He 
em has ized is supposed l y ~any co t ac t · with Whites and the f .c t hat 
he interacts :rare l y wi t h ot he r communit y r esident who are 0 dirt y, 
t wo -fac d , and don ' t l ook aft er t hings" . His ompari son of himc elf 
1:vi t h o hers in t he community i - n i mportant source of sa t isfaction 
f or im . Ma ny simi r il l ua t r at io.s of tte Ua of r ef erence grou p in 
t h i s wa y are r ecord din t he f i ld-not s . Anot her way re·erenc e groups 
are us ed i. for i ndividuals to identi f y thems •l ves wit h ot ers wi 
~horn they i nt eract or f or 1hom t hey wor k . The ob jects of such id nti-
·1cat ion invariably are White s . One r espondent i n Lincolnvil l e ·s 

constant ly bragging about t he manv Nhi t e friend s he has while anothe r 
i n J unn yvill e ge ts great satis f ac t ion in f ormin g p ople that he occa-
s ·onally wo rk _ at an x-governor ' s mansion . A good exampl e of how · is 
id nt ificat ion op rate i s t he case of an Upper Bi g Tracadie ma n who , 
af t er a brief i nteract ion wit h an R.C. M. P. cons t abl e during whi c each 
re f erred t o t e ot l er or1 a f irs t - name basis , went abo 1t t he c ommu ity 
f or t h nex few days pra is i ng t e cons t abt. f r his ability an µowe 
and comme nt i ng on ow c lose t heir riendship was . The i xt reme arm 
of i dent i i cat ion is t he alterat ion of one ' s physical charact ris t i cs 
on t he mod.l of t he re f er ence group members . Among the Gu ysborougl 
Negr oes t her e are sev .ral p<n ons who :1ave haa t heir hair " con k-·d" 
( tis ·s the word us d by t e Guys borough Negroes) . 

I t i we l l-kn own and oft en r ecorded t hat a s t ron g rel .:.gious 
ori entation is a response t o means-ends dis crepanc ies , enabling a erson 
in eff ect to say to himself t hat such dis cr epanc ies are not t ha ~ im-
portant an way ·, t hat t e important concern i s t o l ead a good l if . , 
that ewar swil l be forth coming i nt e afterlife and so on . Such a 
re spon::,e is 11 offici all y11 hig 1ly reward ed in ou r soc iety; in pra ct ic 
t e rewar s are mu ch l ess bu t nevertheles s rea l . The Gu ysborough 
Negro s , as a group, ar not particul ar l y re l i gious in a behaviou r al 

en e - t his is vid nt from t folloving abl es comparing theJ with 
vJhi t s in he s l e t~d commu ,i ties : 



T, BLE .L1- . C1'rnrch of ou ehgl d Heads, of 
Communi y 

Rar l Y. 1 or 2 per l i;,2e week 
mont 1 or more 

n -2L n % n .JL 
Guysboroug Negroe~ 2 37 4 23 4 40 

Jhi t es in 3el ected 
Communities 14 23 20 33 26 44 

Sourc e: /\.Ut or ' _, Survey , .:pr ing and Su n,ier, 19 ,4 

Partic ipant·•ob:;:iervat i on i n eacl o the t • ee coramuni ties indi-
at ed t · at the church-going popu ation is a minori t y o · the total 

over-~ixt en poJulatio . Ev n mong t he h useh l d heads the propor -
tion attending h rch egularly is sl i ghtly less tan among#. ite· 
in comparabl.a ommunities . Furt er , t t2 Guysb rough Ne groes do ot 
th nk of thems0lve s a bei g very religious . Te fo owing tabl com-
p res t !11,;: rel ig i ou . .., sel - p r pt ion of the Negroes with that of v/hi tes 
in t , e s.:le ted o muni ies : 

T 1\BLE ' /_ ~-: Religiouc :.:.ie l _-p 

Guysborough Neg ro s 

', hi te s in 3el e cted 
omrnuniti s 

Source: 

No 

n 
13 

7 

Author ' s 

• n o !Iousehold 
uni t y 

e l ig ious Moderatel 
R liqious 

ol n ..2 

22 44 73 

l 48 8 

r 

-

Survey , '.:) pring and Jurnm· 

' ery_ 
R 1iqious 
n 'V 

./0 

" 5 

'.') 8 

r, l 65 

Mos Negro household head , ike mos t Wt1ite re ponden s J co s "der 
th mselves to be moderate l y religious , the connotation being t hat hey 
are jus t about "average'' . A significan · number per eive t hemselves 
as no· be_n very religious - in his case slightly mor~ Negr oes t i an 
·1h i te s . Thus, fr om the po · nt-of-view of ... el · gious behaviour , the 
Guysborou h Ne gro s • n fact and ' n t h ir own eyes ar not usuall y reli- · 
gious in ori nation . Nor do they explicitly lac re l igious achieve-
ment above materiel succe$s in life . bout hal f of t he Negr o hous hold 
t eads , when asked during t he in·erv·ew what if anyt hing hey w uld 

4 . :he Upper Big Trac adie r e s pondent s w re qui t e similar t o t t Whites 
on t his ques t i on; most b l ieved other t h ings to be mor e import ant 
tha n materia l success in life . 



consider more i mportant t an mat-ri al success , said oth i na is more 
important; the vas t ma jority • t he# ite house · old h ads int e 
selected communiti es (five-six t hs'o f t h-m) di ow ver consider ot her 
t tings t o b nore i mportant (i . e . l eading a go•d li e , hav ·ng r· ends , 
etc . ) 

Never t he le ss ther is widespr_ad among t, e Guys oroug N gr oes a 
religious definiti on of t, situation w. i ch mctions to relieve t he 
stress of t he m~ans - end di s repan cy . But i t is ased not so much on 
religious behaviour as on the par t i ularity of t he ir impov rish ~d ~on -
di tions . t,.s one Sunnyville r sponde nt sa i d , "us poor peopl e hav t o 
hope fo the best and work as hard 2s we can . ife are ~oor because we 
are hones t , and all th pe pl in t h• Baptist Church are poor" . 
Throughout t he fie d-notes the r e are re orded Neg o conm nts sue' as 
11 t he Lord will t ake c are of us be cause He is t he at her" , 11 t he poor 
man will ge his r w r d l ater" , etc . Content analysis of lo al .urc 
sermons also indicat es t he p rv~s iveness of t his r ligiou s definition 
of the situation . One ser mon , for inst an ce , dealt ~ith t t idea t ha 
11 t h _ only import an t rac is t he ra ce of .... hrist ian i t y 11 ; another was 
devot d t o t he topic of boas ting, po in ti to St . Pau 0.s he epi tome o 
humbleness s inc e he di d not boast of i r ac , edu cat i n, etc . ~ but cf 
the fact t hat he coul~ call nis life God ' s . Fort .osE ~uysborougn 
Negr o s who are st r on£ l y r ligious in orientation there iQ ten t h 
pos sibility of comfort as a cons quenc 0 of th i r re ligiou~ behaviou- . 
Fo L t hose who ar~ no~there i s n verth 1 s ~ some comf ort and some jus-
t if i cat ion f or e ,artures fr om standards, indir -ctl y • r esult of a 
religious interpretation t hat plays down worldly c ievements nd 
make s s ecial t he c se of t he imp v ris hed . 3uch an orientatio l eads 
read ily to t he l ocal interpretation t hat it is not to bad for t h 
poor to engage i n bo tl egg ing, comm n-law un'ons anu Qo • orth <-inc e 
the conditi ons t he y fac e ar e so diffic ult . It is f airly eaay then t o 
see t he conn tion between t he above religious interpr et ation and the 
scalin down of goa l s . 

Anoth r local int rpr tation of above r li gious position i t hat 
people who are not so i mpoverished wil l often be morally l ac king . 
The biblical ,arable of the r i ch man , the camel and th- eye of t he 
needl· is we ll-known by the Guysborouoh N gro . Pe .1.ha, s this be lief 
i s partly r sponsi l e~ for t he xaggeratio of the wea lth of m~r hants , 
saw-mill ope rators nd ot her ~h ites by Negroes in all t 1ree ~roje ct 
communities . The N gro~s tand t o att ribute to t hese p rsons milli nair -
status and leave no dou t t hat su ch weal t has been obtained by ex-
pl iting t he poor and other evil mean . 3uch an attribution fits in 
very well with anoth·r kind of r pons obs rved in t he communiti e 
namely , an emphas i s on shor t -run, ad hoc manipulation whei dealin g with 
t he broader so i ety . Th y are not equ i pp d int rms o financ , power , 
and knowl edge , to be very eff ect iv mani pulators ut some li ke to 

4f. ~ome importance ha to b attributed to i mply inadequat e in-
f or ma tion and pe rception of bus ines and other enterprise"' , 
r lated t o t e general diffi cul ty t hese Negroes have in ping 
with t he modern worl d . 



b l ive t hat t y r and r f r t cca iona i nc id ent s whe r e t y 
"bes t d" merchan t nd o on . An R. C.M. P. c . s t a l r e ived ra t c 

, cl · r ly ow t hi~ ~ orie .t t i on o~ some Cuysborough N~groes a~pl ics wit 
resr• c t t t pol i c , 11 0n t he av ra.ge t . a e a f air l y goo l aw-abiding 
grour alt hough t ey r f r t s t up t imag t hat t hy defy t he l aw 11 • 

Fu r t e , t ho e w o do rnak t i.s kind f r spons deriv c::ome j 1~ t i f i ca-
t ion f o · t iom t e r~mificat i n oft . igious de i i t io o t he 
sit ua t ion ,, dis c • sse ab ve . 

Ant r ki, d of individua l respo invo ves be aifi r 
t ha t w can call c nvent ional d Jianc and w i c i nc l des boo t eggi g , 
heav dri ~ng , acts of via ad adi m n an i ma l s . Boot l egging has 
already been di cus s ed . A i o h avy drinking, i t - ~e~rs t o be quit e 
c ommon in -: 11 t h s - cornmu· i t i s . T e mor e we l l- t o-do inl1abi t ant - i I ea c 
c ommun t y al l t .nd d t o c sider excessive d i nking a · one of t h c ie f 
l ocal pr ble. s . The r-ar t i c i pa t -ob~ rv rs al o not ed mu ch drinki g es-
pe c ially o, wes K-e ds and wl en e rson r ~ei v d t ' • i pay . T ere L, a 
cer t a ' n t 1 -ra t ion of drunk·nne by mo~ t om~un i t y residents and t hey 
t end t o p6rceive i a a wa of 'lett i ng of 3t eam 11 • Act 3 of vio 8nce 
wer t more n~mero s t han we had e pect d gi ven poli ce r cords . I one com-

.mu i t y, during t , e t wo mon t hs whe a pa_ t i c ir:,nn t -obs :::rvor 'vvas • ner , t h8 ... e 
was on- m rder , one stab in~ and cev ra l _casea of wi L -beat ing . Mos t o 
t he vio l en ce t ha was observed was ot inves t igate by police and of 
t hose i nvestiga t ed only one ( he ~u.der) wa~ brought to cc rt . Thg r e ar-
pear then to b"' a con::;iderab=. e mo nt of viole. ce, L , 3 mos t common orm 
bei1. t he a sau • of o::1e 1 ma t e . Thc>s e se.;;> ar.; _ 2r-::. y tak·n t o court . 
Final y t ere are a ew c a" s w: ~re perso s seem d • tfe t t heir agg . t:S-
si on ag ins t animal s , beat ing· or ses, maiming cow and so fortl1 . Mu ch of 
t his ~onv _ tion· devian ce w be l i ev is a f r t i n of tl:'tc:! s t r3.in resul t -
ing ·rom t he ~erv siva mean -ends di~ crapan y . 

In con ept ua izi g t he not ion f indivi ual ,spon s s 
abov , we ave prese nk .d da t a i. di at i ng t hat t he Guysb rough Negro s ave 
a reper~oire of pos i l a ~as f d aling ~it : t e strain caused y t h~ir 
not h vin3 adequa t e , eans t o ac ieve goa l s by t he standa ds of ·v .i c t n y 
judge t hemse lve - . The pattern i s f or mos t t o mig a t e hoping t o a '1i eve 
e l sewhere a bett er t y e of l i f. For t · e non-migrant s there ·s a s caling-
dow O' .,ca l , an adjus t ,. 2nt i n s t andards mor in kee ing wi t h t heir o ·-
crete si t at ion . This pro es is abett ed by a r~ i ious de~i i t ion of t l. 
si t ua t i n w ic enabl er I m somewha t t o j s t i f y t s ad'us t ie t s anJ 
ha dl e t e gil t and t h· f ee l i ngs o · non-achi v0ment. or ers t he 
proce sis ac iev d t , rougt ref r enc · gr oup a ect ion. Ot r span Gs 
su e as conv nt i anal devianca have be 0 not ed and no dou t he exam-
inat ior wou dun over s t ill more wa ys peopl e e~pond t o u n cond ·t~ ns 
(for exampl e , some - espe c ia ly t he ov onf o me-s i s c oo _ and ::.om2 of 
t h aged - become soc ia L;ol t e. in t heir comr uni y) . n given ind iv' -
dua l mi ght u"'e a va· ie t y of --uch re.;,,pon::.es ·- various moment s il1 i • _i f • 
~, at L, important t ough is t at t e__ is s ) .1,:: c o. lect iv supp r . of .I;; 

s cali ng do· n proc ss , sin ·e ot rt- • s i di vi dua l~ wou d ot be ablG • o 
neu t lizs guil t f e ings and ~h-re would be o basis for col l e ive i nt er-
act i n and co-ope· ation . 

However , it wo l d b erro ous o ~hink tat by th. a' ve 
mean. t he pe pl e becom whol ly sati fied and con t nt ed . None f es 
ind ividual r es pon es i compl e t el y sati s f a to""'y . "Conking" of one ' s hair 



I 

s till does no t man t ha t one i s accept ed by referenc e group members ; 
t he r eligious in t erpret at ion is no t s ppor t ed by everyday life and 
drinking and act s of vio l enc mor oft en t han not s i mply multi pl y ones 
f eel i ngs of s train , pess i mi sm and fru s t r at ion . Moreover , involvement 
in t he broader society brings r egul ar reminders of t he moral inadequacy 
of bootl egg ing, il l git i macy and common- law on ions t o compound per sonal 
feelings of guil t . Thus the Gu ysborough Negroes live t he ir l ives with 
f e lings of dis trus t , pessimism . anxie t y and resentmen~ . These inter-
r elated p rsonalit y di sposit i ons cons t itute a syndrome t hat is usually 
r eferred to as al ienation . Comparision of White and N gro responses 
t o a conventiona l alienat ion ind xf"O indic at such t o be t he case . The 
Negro alienat ion s cores are cons id erably higher t an t he Whit es in the 
c.elected communiti es - t he averag~ s cor e for t he t hree l att er communi-
t ies is e i9ht een whereas f or the pro j ect communities the average is 
twenty-five . As a gr oup t he Guy~borough Negro es , on t he basis of t heir 
r espons e to t he inde , are mo r e a l ienated towards both ot ' er peo le and 
genera l norms than Whites in the selected con1nunities . Moreover , f ewer 
bel ieve t ha t they have any power t o infl ue nc e dec isions made by govern-
ment . Actually there i s some va r iation within the N gr o sampl e . 
Lincolnvill .and 3unnyville r esident s have even higher aver age aliena-
tion s cores ( average s core is t we nt y-eight) . Upper Big Tracadie re-
sponden t s have an average alienation sc ore w i ch is about t he s ame as 
t hose of the sel -, cted ommuni t ies . his c.!iff e renc e between Upper Big 
Tracadi resid nts and t hose of Lincolnvill e and ·unnyville is in l ine 
wi th the fi ndings reported in the chapte r on education . The former 
a ppear to be more positive in the ir orient ation, better adjusted t o 
means-ends dis crepancies and mor e s i mi lar t o Whi t s i n comparabl e om-
muniti es on mos t of the ques tionnair ite~s . The writer bel ieves a 
critical f act or accounting f or thi s is the grea t er solidarity of the 
Uppe r Big Trac adie group wh ich will be dis cussed in the next cha pter on 
collective respon ses . 

----------------------
l'C. The alienation index consis t ed of t welve previously t ested ques -

tions wi t h a r esponse range of five varying from strongl y agr e t o 
strongly disagree . For each ques tion the maximum score was four , 
t he min imum , zero . 



hapter 

ecent soeiologial st 1 in icated quite 
cl l y positive relations ip .DB'1~.an OQ!lBQuni ty peu:-
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l . u. Bronf • n e.r, u ~ersonality w ar .... <_.t'. t1on , n 
Jow;:mu of SOei§J: ;&yyeg, Vol. l , 19 

2.. ly iaorganization. 11 in '1erton • , 
CgnttmPQ;r;KY .. oSial . r:oa,twis, sew York,. 1961 

3. Bronfonbenn , • , op. cit. 
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Table 1: nual Family Income s Report d By 
ousehold Heads , By Type of Community 

Und r $2000 $2000-$4000 $40JO ± 
No -Metro white 24% 41¾ 35% 334 Halifax County 

Selected Cororounities 25% 45¾ 30% 55 
Guysborough N groes 60'% 37% 3¾ 60 

Source: 1 uthors Sur ey, Spring and Summer 1964 
Consequently we can e~rpect also on the basis of socio-conomic position, that whites in the sel cted com-minities and in th Halifax County unit will tend to have a b i g er rate of participation in commu ity ad collective action . Since educatio al ac iev ent and income level is about the same in e ch of Lincolnvi lle , Sunnyville and Upper Big Tracadie, whatev r diff rences arc found among t ese units concerning collective re-spo ses , w:!-11 have to be explained in other 1 ys . 5 

Before examini g the participation rates in the above units , it is i portant to not the sense in which the term, "community" is being used . There h s been and is now a great deal of sociological res arch with r gards to the local community and its supposed d cline in r cent years. Recent studies have pointed out the extensive and inte sive i.vasion of the local community by the larger society through the mass medi a , political , cono ic and other institutions . 6 Ot hers have demonstrated the frag-entation resulting from the ffiliation of residents 

So More Up wr Big Tracadie residents do , however , ave clear titles to their land (80¾ as compared to 5% in Lincolnville and 30% in Sun yvill ) and om farms with woodlots (55% compared to 8% i Linco nville and Sunnyville) . AboUt the sam proportion in each com-munity have electricity!· automobiles or trucks , : ... television and own the houses they live in . 
6 . See fo xample, Vidich , • . , and Bensman , J . , Small Town I n a Uas Society, Doubleday 1960 

qual~ 



,ith multiple groups transcending the co munity . 7 Clearly, 
local communities no long r have the degree of self-
sufficiency d bound d ess n cessary for the.~ to be con 
ceiv d of .as the "bui lding-blocks .of which society is 
composed .'' It i s no longer euristic to look at 1 cal 
communities as 11 total ways of lif , compl Jtes of behavior 
composed of all the institutions nee ssary to carry on a 
co plete life, formed i to a worki g whole ., 11 8 Of course 
considerable disagr ement exists over wh ther or not this 
change in the nature oft e local communi y is goo or 
bad . Th re is in our society a quite pervasive community 
ideology9 - t l1is w s evi ent in the preference for living 
in small communities reported by the household heads in 
each type of community and recorded i nt e previous 
chapter - and , co:1sequently, a ·ende cy for people at large 
t o see these changes as negativ . It se s tot writer 
however , that modern society still allows for systems of 
common life but such that are relatively free ost of the 
ti e from any nar o r dependence on a restricted ter_ itory . 
The crucial matter in any case is tat peopl av adequat 
social ties since such is vital for socie al maintenance 
as well as for personal meaningfulness ~ 

Because of the recent c1 a ges in the nature of the 
local community it is v ry i portant tha we look for 
extra-community sources of collective response and compare 
Negroes and whites in this way as ·well . Comrm.11'1.ity 
involv ment then , is only one k!~n Of collective action 
(indeed , one sociologist has recently eiinad community 

.as "a collective resP.Qnse to conditions ·of l i fe in a 
particular territory•' . It is to be expected that most 
of the Guysborough negroe participation i n collective 
activities ill be restricted to the local community (more 

7 . Col an , J ., "Community Disorganization , 11 in M rton , 
and Nisbet , R .. , Contemporary social Problems, New 
York , 1961 

8 . Martindale , D., .erican Society, Van Nostra d 1962 

9 . For an exami ation of why such an i deology e:dsts1 
see Denis, N., " Popularity of the eighbourhood 
Community Idea , " sociologi cal evi ew Vol . 6 , 1958 

10 . Reiss , A g r .,. "The Sociological Study of Community 11 

Journal of ural Sociology, Vol. 24 , 1959 

. , 



so tl1an for whites in the selected communities) because of their geographic isolation , transportation problems and the fact that they are . egroes in a redominantly white county. Finally , when examini ng participation in collective activities - be they restricted to the local community or not - we will be chief ly looking at voluntary, infonnal patterns . T is is because the Guysborough r egro communities - as well as t he selected communitieszand most of the other communities in non-metropolitan Halifax County - do not have a full institutional complernent . There are no local political organizations, no local busL~esses (there are a few in the selected communities) and no encapsu.li!ting community organizations. They are considered as communities insofar as e c has a well-defined and agreed-upon territorial refere t, some organizational sr.ructure (i.e., schools and/ or churches) , and is an interactional unit. Moreover, each place has its own name whicf serves as a badge of identifi-cation for its inhabitants. 1 Consequertiy ; the kinds of col-lective action to be found in these communities is of a largely informal character . 

I nteraction 

atterns of . ssociation in t .e Local Community 
learly any collectivemsponse is predicated on inter-action . integrated area may be cons i dered a s o'ne in which tlere is a substantially l arge number of personal ties arrpng its residents . area so integrated will probably be characterized by a large amount of e'ffective coJ.lective action . The very fact t at t here 

lJ.. tJOme sociologists would not r efer to such uni ts as com-munities insofar as they lack a ful l institutional com-plement. Forte very same reason most respondents in Lincolnv.ille and unnyville (29 of 40) r eplied in the n negative to the questionnaire item, "do you and those around you t ink of t his area a s communit y II However, most Upper Big racadie household eads as well as most in the selected communities responded in the affirmative to the same question. Moreover, most definitions of co community made by sociologists have been along the same lines as we are following (see illery ., "Definitions of ommunity, 11 ural ociology, Vol . 20, 1955). I n any event we have clearly specified the sense in which we are using the tenn 11community 11 • 

12. Rossi, P., Why Families Move, Free Press Glencae, 1955, p.32. 
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.... i s a large umber of personal ties woul d he itself a 
~ollective response since it impl i es valu consensus and 
support of ver yday be'hav ·or-we have already seen how 
i mportant this is under conditions where there has to be 
an extensive scaling down cf goals .. In pr se t i p:g data 
on interacti onal tterns •• n the local comr. unities , \ e 
shall examine , firstly , the overall community pattern and 1 
then , the relative importance of kin as opposed to 
fr i ends. M.ost household 1eads at least regularly, see 
and e:;.:change gre tings with embers of a few other local 
households , as is indicated in the follo ing tab : 

Table :;, .. Household Heads ' Report of 11 Seei ng" 
People From Other Local Householos , By Ty-pe of Community 

From a Few Househol ds: 
arely 

Onc e or Twice/month 
wee.dy or more 

Guysoorough Selected 
Negroes Corru nities 

0% 2¾ 
2% % 

98'¼ 9SC/4 

From Half the Households: 
Rar ely 12¾ 3% 

Once or Twice/month 20% 3% 
weekly or more 68¾ 75% 

From IYtost House_ ol s: 
arcly 48'¼ 45% 

Once or Twice/mont11 30<'/4 27% 
weekly or more 22% 28% 

10~/4 equals (60) (60) 

Non-Metropolitan 
Halifax County 

1% 
2% 

97% 

15i, 
15% 
61% 

63?~ 
2?/4 
15% 

(360) 

sour ce: Authors Surv""y, Spring and SU.mm.er 1964 .. 

The above tables ows that almost all the househol d 
heads in each type of community reported regularly seeing 
and exchanging greetings with m bers of at least a few 
other households . Most reported also do i ng so wit h embers 
from half the househol ds in the local cOll1-rnU.l'l'.ity . The 
smallest amount of such interaction is i n the Hal i fax County 
unit wh re a few of the com.rnunities a r e much larg rt an 
those of the other uni ts . In the more comparable case -
t hat of the Guysborough Negroes and the whites in the 
selected commu ities - there appears to be a small but 
consi stent trend for mor e i nteraction to be report ed by 



whi te household heads . More important of course , is the 
visiting patter n in each unit . 

Table ::. ~ .. -: Househo a Haa s ' ReP'.:>rt of Visiting 
With Members of Other ocal Households • 

holds: 

Once or T ifice/mont h 
wee· .. 1y or more 

Half the House s: 

ar ly 
Once or Twice/ nth 

Most Households: 

a.rely 
Once or 'l'wi ce/month 

100¾ quals 

Sou_ce: uthors 

Guys'borough 
gro~§. 

Su 

S% 
18% 
77% 

67% 
337~ 

92% 
8¾ 

(60) 

vey , Sprind 

5% 
13,' 
82% 

::, ,, 
41¾ 

92% 
8¾ 

( v) 

and Summe 

Non-Metrof)Olitan 
- Halifax County 

gt'/4 
13°0 
78% 

73% 
27% 

96% 
4% 

(360) 

1964. 

Given t. e sr all size of ou. samples, it i s probabl y 
safe to say t~ at 0.1 t 1is gross level there is essentially 
t~e ame patter of visiting i n all t s of correnunitics 
under 1. vcstigation here . Most household beads visit v :..ry 
f r equently wi th a few other local:houscholds and a goodl y 
number - especially i n the selected communities - visit 
regular l y 1ith members of about half the -communi ty • s house-
holds .. In each type of community a very small proport.i u n 
of household heads do not visit tall ,bile an qually 
small prop:,rtion re_por ted fairly frequent visits with 
me.."Ubers from most other households . Much of t is visiting 
i s of the 11 tea and chat II variet y. T is is true ::. ±n all 
types of comm nities but esp0 c i ally .... o among the Guysboro gh 
negroes . More w· i te responclants rep:>rted visit:i.ng of a 
more fo al sot , such as at organizational gate i ngs or 
"evenings-out . 11 • ong the Guysborough legro comrnuniti s , 
Li ncoln ille espondents report d a s lightly greater 
amou t of visiting1 this appear s chiefly to be con-
sequenc of the fact that Lin olnvill e , alone of the f egro 
communiti s , has communi y center which is a gat"eri g 
place for bingos and ot er activi ties . 



I t is i mport ant t o exte..~d our analysis of visi t i ng 
patters so as to ,ak more precise our ndcrstanding of 
the aver ge involv ent ·th other househol ~s a to 
d termino 11 et r it is with r latives or f:ti ~nds t t 
ouscbold eads more oft n e:t:.cl1a? ge visits. other stuo.ies 

lave ind'catcd tat collective res_ponses such as mutual 
assista c · ~e more i kely to occur · .:iong int racting 
elntivesJ.3 'l'he follouing table compare-· the tl re types 

o_ communi ties int rms of t he _roportion of . ousehold 
. ads having r--latives and friends in the local comm ity a the f equency oft eir visiting t-i·h th-m. 

Table .4 ·. Househol Heads ' port of is·t·ng With 
Friends and elat ·ves i n Local Commtnity 

ela ::i~: 
Karely 
nee or 1 ',lie / 
1ee :ly or . or 
nor lati ves 

•riends: 
.. ar ly 

Once or Twice/mo 
we ly o r.or 

110 fr i e~ ds 

00,~ equals 

Source: 

.,_ 
I.. 

th 

ut 

Guysbo 01gb 
roes 

30% 
17% 
35% 
18¾ 

25% 
33% 
30% 
12% 

(60) 

or ' s Survey, 

7~., 
/Q 

l % 
57¾ 
22% 

12¾ 
58% 
27% 

..,¾ 

(60) 

Spri g and 

Non-Metropolitan 
w1ite Hali f ax Co . 

SU! 

13,~ 
1-'/ 
435~ 
25~ 

18'% 
45% 
31¾ 

6¾ 
(360) 

r, 1964 

Table IV indicates that th rear only m'nor diffe e1c s 
ong th ifferent types of com.mm·ties as tot c pro-

portion of household eads h ving r latives in other house-
hol sin th~ community w Fur her~ in response to the 
qu st • n air i te. , "in o many oth r households i th • s 
community , do y u have elativ s" , 27/ of the r sp:mde ts 

13 . See fo xarn.pl , Sussman , M. , and Bur 
F • t°t' k. 11 in Croa w. , 
_____ t..._y , Ne r1 Jers y 1964. 

inal , L . , 11 in 
o Family 



i n each unit report -d b t , een one and t h r _e households vJh i l e 43% i t e alifax cou~tY unit , 51% i n the s lected corn-mu, 'ti es an 55% i t . e N~gro communiti s report a mo e h three su h house olds . Th s the patterll, is for about t cs e propo_ io of hous hold heads in. each type of comm.unity to have abo t t es- c n er of ther hous holds of r lativ s--t e uys rough egrocs ppear to have more kin locally but , s rpri si gly to t_ e • iter , t differences are not subot antial . .at is s i gnificant , howeve , is that t.he Guysborough neg oe~ epo t 0 d much less visiting dth thei r local relatj ves-¼- 4 Th proport:io n f ho sehold heo. s avL g rel a•. i veG L the oth r house olds but i sit ing i tn t hem only ra~ely i s 17¾ int e county unit , 8% in the selected co .:unities but 37% i t e project conu w1ities .. The greatest amount of visiti g wi th loc _elati ·es vas eported y r es_po a to in the S.)l ct a CO, .. uniti s . 
Most ousehol h ads in ach UJ.1it a some visiting with non-r lativcs in their. local coranu i t y . • gain, o, eve r, r espond ~nts in the Neg o corrmmniti s di , on t e i, ole , less visiting . Of t.ose hou~ hold heads claiming to have fie ds locally , 19, i11 t e Halifax Count y unit ; 12% in the selected communiti sand 23% i n the egro communi t ies r epo_ a that hey vi sit ra ly with sue fr i ends . Furt· er , t he i,Jhi tcs appar ntly have _ o r f ri a... local ly - in response t o the ouestion, "in how manv other house olds in this community do you have fri n s fP , 71% of the Halifax Cou ty r espond nts r eported .or than fo r such households ·h i le 7 ¼ did so in the select~d communities and o ly 53% int e negro communities . Once again t_ e greatest amount of visiting ~ith local non-relat·vcs was report d by res ndents int e selected co, unit i s . Such a fact points to anot .. er over-all pattern , namely , th se hous old heads visi ting freque t l y ·wi th non-r elativ s i t he con:u un.ity al s o v i sited f~equ tly rith local ~elati ves i f they h d any . 

14 . T each type of corm unity the elativ s visi ted with most frequently r=,.re first ly, 11ot er" - elativ s such as cousins and se ond1y , m 1bers of the ."'spondents fa ily f o ientatio (mother , father , both r , si r) . The Mphasis is cl arl on g n ratio _al si ilar ity . 'l.1 e fact "'-hat little visiti g ·was repo t d with . . me ers oft c respond~1ts family of pr oc ation testifies also tote i de-spre-a migra-i-ion of the young i n th se units .. 



The pattern of informal association repor ted above indicates 
quite clearly that there is ood deal of int raction a.~ong 
co unity resid nts . The interaction is undoubtedly much 
mo e xtensiv and i tensiv"' th n we would e:h.'1k:Ct to find in 
metropolitan centers and Jarger corm unities . ile this is 
i mportan to note , a comparison along these lines is inadequate 
since the style of life int e lager centers may be such 
that simila patterns of associa·' • on are no necessary in 
a y sense . After all , the larger centers do have political 
o ga ization~ ; usin #sses , ~pecialized servic sand so on . 
Thus , when discussing int~gration, adequate collective 
response and so on, the g .eater info al association ins all 
communities sensitizes us to alternate kind of integration 
(ie . visiting as opposed perhaps to ,. formal city govern-

me t} but on a_preciation of its signif i cance necessitates 
looking at comparable commun:ti 0 s . F this point of view 
the amount and na.,i;_ure of the informal association i n the 
negro cormnunitiesi=' is not so impressive . Whites in the 
selected cor:ununities and in the Halif""'.,. County unit as a 
whole , have more households of "fri nds" and visit with them 
more regularly . Also , while tl1ey do not have more k i n 
locally, they do visit ith ose they have more frequently 
than is the case arnong the Guy.sborough groes . There is 
then some support for the hypoth~sis suggested earlier; 
namely , that th n t,i..10rk of both kin and friends ·would b 
larger and more tigbtly-k..11it amo g th"' 'Whit study communities 
than amo g the Guys rough Negroes . Further , it is in t he 
selected co1nmUi."'l.ities - most comparable to the project 
cormnunities - in size , socio-economic ho,ogen ity and 
d istance f r om any metropolit' centre - that t hese diff rences 
are most clearly sen . In 11 of these mall c rmnunities , 
however , t e network of involv met does not include all 
t.e ouseholds . Usually, each household has inte sive 
associat i o s with a limit a nU!iber of other households . 
Mor often than not, these other households contain non-

15 . Mor visit!. g t1ith both fri-nds and relatives was 
reported by Lincolnville residents . There we o 
sig ificant differences among the Negro comm i'•' s 
as to the number of ouseholds of relatives and 
on-~ latives visited with . 



relativesl6 but when they do contain relatives , t econ-
n tion is closer (tlis is especially true for the white 
c ,mnities and is not notice able in the Negro cormnunities) o 

Patterns of ssoc:lation Outside t e Local Community 

In discussing patterns of association outside the local 
co. unity , our critical dimens ons _11 be relatio sip 
a d locatti: n . 'l'hus we ill xa.mine whether sue a~sociation 
is with friends or relati es o. i~ bot1 , to what xt :it , 
an sec 1 dlJ .: w'h ther the people 'I; i th whom the ~respondents 
interact live in the nei h .ring small com.·mmiti s a 
in the ,ore dista t ur an centers. r t1 e cas"' o:i:.: re--
spondents i the s lected commu ities an _ on--metro:poli'l:::c1ri 
Halifax Countv generall , the ur .n center consider""d is -
H 1 ·fax-Dartmouth hi le f .he Gay."'.)Or ug. n g:i:oes it is 

ydney . The following tabl comp res he • !1rce types cf 
cor nuniti s in te s .. -he p- oport.:.on of _ ousehol e ds 
lavi g friends and rel tives int.~ sn.ra l neiJ bouring 

• co. unities and the fr- ency o t1eir visiting uith them .. 

Table St Househol Heads ' . port of Vir.:iti1 g With 
!'riends ana . elati ves in Neighbouring CoB:,!1Uni tic~ 

elatives: 
arely 

Once or t ~ice/ th 
or more 

0 elatives 

Friends: 
Rarely 

Once or t !Tice/month 
or more 
No Friends 

100'% ec.fuals 

Guysborough 
}[egroes 

55% 

23% 
22% 

62% 

3~/4 
6% 

(60) 

Se_ ct.ea 
ommunities 

2 ¾ 

4::>% 
28% 

65% 

20% 
15% 

(60 ) 

Source: . uthors Surv y , sp_ing and s 

t-e local community . 

• on-i 1etropol i tan 
~lhite Halifax Co ., 

29% 

30;' 
41 c,/ 

53% 

23,{i 
24% 

(360) 

,er 1.64 

c e in 

16 . These friends tend to be of the ai:e nation-lity and 
rel:i._ i on as t e r pp:::mde ts but ten to be d i fferent 
in political affil i a t ion and length of r e sident.• 



5 indicat s 
co. it do have 
alth-:>ugh tis cl 

t&a~ ost rs i ach tyJ~ of 
relativ sin r unding r , 

that the proporti of such re-
s t. if t1.11.t • it o No im-

nd as to then mber of such 
r hold 1 ds in t.he dif f r nt 
commu vi ited .or fr que tlyl 7 
wi ht - o th e d he ds h~ving 
r.:-lati ibouring ,..o it s , 51% in the 
I li 63% int ct ,..o unici s 
ut on uysborough ·.unities13 

r por wlth t rn or twice r .onth or 
, or e • t rs t t twurk of as-
socia t b o ly- amon rs oad nt 
i th - i s , all ng those in th 
a t it s ..:~L , e . it s 1oul d be 
no 1 soci tion is reported , by 
r 1 all e types of co nities , with 
rel tiv s the co ityo ~ro tion o r~-

n ent ha ing lat1 ve,J .;.n su oun ng r a is 
l ss than th proportion vi 1 tiv sin the lo al 
com.mu ity n furth,.;:r ; of tho ving r l tiv in both 
pl s , bou 30,, in c. yp.a of comH1unity reported 
1 ss visiting with the ~ela ivc in he g rroun ing artia . 

Sir ilarily, '"J:a 1 5 sho r1 
type of cornmu ity hav 
I sting enough, t 
slightly ~rea--r • o 
l re wore o if e 

muni ies as to th 
larger propor ion o 

friend in th surr un 

1. ost spon ents in 
int s rrounding 
OU h gro s 

• h friends ces o 
y 0 s o· com-

ds report d u 
clairod to have 

rcsu a lyt Vioit 
with th m olightly r or~ ly of the household hea s 

17 ~ Th questio naire uo in this surv y obtain J t on 
how ·roqu ntly respond nts visit d fri 1ds an rel tives 
in the sur rounding re an in the ur n c nt s , and 

lo G 

also , how fr quently thy wee in turn , visit d y these 

No 

and r lativ-s ~ In this~ ction ie only pr sent 
on th re pondentn l' visiting o It doeu not s em 

ry to pr sent ata on how £re u ntly the respond nts 
sin c n lysis ha. indi ated n ov~nh 1 i ng 

ency for symn .. try - th se who visit rar ly r 
vi0itcd r rel an· so forth e 

si ni i ant i fer 
om:. uni ties as to hl.:! 

nc o wer found a,· ng t three N gro 
proportion of r spon ents havin 

r l iv s i t re• and he fr quen,_y of thaL: visiti. 1 

with th m .. 



having ri ten ar y o unities , 30% in the Halif x 
County unit , in the se t o unit.:. s nd 34,b in the 
tegro s r rt d visiting with them 01 e or twi e 

r mo th or It is to be no d that th~ proporti n 
of hous ho d .._a:ds vi, itin.., frequently ·with elatives L. 
he sur oun ing raa is much le~s than th propo tion visi ing 

wi~h f r i - -ds in hw lo al ·o nunity = the iff rence is a 
full fifty er c nt arnong reo nde ts in th w'hl. t com.rnuni ties 
who h ve fri s in bo \:?laces an , corr spon ingly nong 
th Guysborou h le _o s , forty pe ent o It is clear then, 
that while most houo.ehold heads do have ""ri n in the 
n ~i h,JOuring commu i ti o , only :for a small p oportion in 

ach t"pe of com.'1lunity an we s y that th:.. as o iation on-
stitut s a closely- it network o 

I . , we can say tlat in y· so· communities , 
t is cl ar att rn for r ts to av greater 
i action with r 1 tives a f ien i:;; in the lo 1 comr:tuni'ty 
tha "1i tl t O"" - in the · arby a .. ~lso in all uni ts he 
household h .. ads ,. n hav ·ri ds th n relatives in 
th - surro n ing r a c The m j ori ty of the thi t hous ld 
n a s vi g relatives i n •· i J ' uring o uni ties int 
fairly frequ n ly with th se r-:.:,tives while onJ.y 
small r ... roportion o th~m inter ~'C as fr-cu ntly with 
fri n sin such pla es . ong tny Guysborough iegroe 
patt rn is the s e for both ri r 1 tives - 11 
proportio (about 3 of the r spo ent aving r at v 
(or fri ds) in t ..... unding ar-a int-. act iith them ai ly 
frequ tlye inally, it should · noted t t respon e ts 
i tea tin. i fr-.;:u- tly with fri n.s nd relativ sin the 
lo ~1 co unity also it i frequently with fri nd~ 
ad relatives in h near y commu iti . G~n r lly the 
gr a test antount of xtr - 01. n i ty i t raction was on~ by 
tnos ·1 o w re t 1 at involved in the lo l co . i ty. 

The followin table com a-~· th t ee types of 
in terms of th• proportion of househol hea shaving f i 1.ds 
an r lativ sin th- n rest urban ce ters and t:- frequency 
of their visiting with th m. 

11 .. 0 signi.::icant if - nces wer found - .onJ the three 
N gro co ,nu ti s s to the pro· o ·ion of r cspo d nts 
avi friends in th-... area a th fr quen y 0:C their 

visiti g ilith them. 



T ' t Hous h 1 
Fri ds .. el 

arely 
Once or twice/ ont I 

or mor 
No .. elatives 

nds: 
Rar ly 

Once or twice/r, ont 
or ore 

lo ,rien s 

100¾ quals 

He s ' R port of Visiti g ii· h 
i ves in N arby u_. ban Center 

72% 6?,I 
2% 22¾ 

26¾ I 
/0 

, r c,, :.)r: .. , u';.)1 /0 

3 15¼ 
12"/4 20,' 

(60) (60) 

No - 1 tropoli tan 
•fuit H lifax Co .. 

... 1% 
I '" 

19% 

62% 

19% 
19% 

(360) 

Sour e: Author ' s s urvey, pring n '""ummer 1 964 g 

dot house ol hi::-ads in each type of to ave 
oth ri n sand rel tives in th ne rby urban ce t rs . 

lowever only as. 1 minority visited ·airly fre_uently with 
th se relati v _s a d fr.ien s . there ,;as a noti able 
patt rn in ea h type of co n~t¥,_whereby those re pondents 
visiting f· irly frequently with. relativ sin th urban enter., 
also visit with friend there . Similarly, tho~e r spond nt 
r rting ' nfr . nt intera .in with such elatives (or having 

r lativ in thes c n crs) lQo eported ith r friends 
in the 1 ty or i n-Fr equent \risi ting with , at . er friends they 
ho. . N verth less , th e wer e ome differcnc s ong t e 
diff r t typ of ommunities . Th~ most ·mportant dif rence 
w st at , of those hous ehold heads having fri nds an rel tiv a 

thcr , . ore fui t s inter t fr quently t1 th su h r lat l ves 
and fri nds . So, although j_t pertains only to a mi ority 
in the whit o :nuniti s , we can still sa that t e association 
with frie ds nd r lativ sin urban cent rs t 11 s o a 
onsti t:.ute a clooe y-' it .... twork r:1ore oft n ai.ong those n 

th s 1 cte or. , uni tL.-s nd in t. e Hal if ax cou t y unit . 

i a 1 , it ..., 
w .1..e foun 

1 t o diffa~en es of any ki 
rou h r~ gro communi tics th 11s 1 ves e 



In conclusion the follouing points an be made co·ce n ng 
t rns of associatio in t1 e d • :.'.:fe . nt ·types o,.. OT'Jmunit.iosg 

1 . est espo d ts in ac 
having friends and ~-1ativ 
the s roundi g a a and i 

type of c. unity epo ted 
in the loc 1 onmun·t· in 

th -a est u ban cent .. 

2 . !n eac~ typ of co t g -eater amo nt of 
int cractio.1 r p:, t J e us old h ds as with 

rsons in th local c , n nearby 
co. ,unit " sad las-1 i:: ur 

3 . opo de. ts in the White con un·· 
o e f qu tly wi th th ir -'lat.iv s in 

community, t e surrou dig a a and th 

4 . Respo s 
more 

d U C 
as r 

fri i 

·n C fuit 
vith their f 
nte . bot 

th m)gro 
oundi g a a . 

ucb 
nity 
action 

' th 

5 . e nts in bo_ough con~unities 
cJ.ai -o r lati v 1 al ity cf • :1 
the by nit . , a h i g po on of 

,. ro than o neaus cla • ve iends 
i t' c Sttr r ng d th~ nea est cente· o 

6 . 'rom che 
visiting 
t e 
i 
ur 
ms 

t::; cf ·he ousehold 
can say at , for t'o 

closely-knit ::1~1 t·1 t of 
1 cal COL;. unity , the s rounding are 
No cle- dis-c nction bet ·1 en uuch n t, 

.. ong the Guysbo .ough N gro s .. 

dents 
i~nds 

n.d the 

7 . T11or were only n i .o d i fferences amo g the G ysborough 
Negr o con i' i s . ...sincol vill_ r spondento eported more 
vis ting with f i en· s d rela • ·v s ·n the local co unity 
a a t is w s • e only subs ta."l.tial di fe e c 011g ppcr 
Big Tracadi , Lincolnv ·11c n· Sunnyvill . 

. :n ach type of co .. , UL was fo ~1a 
pat· erns re 11 reinfo ing 11 11 ompensai:o "~ t" at is , 
those i _teractL g fr CTU.ently ·i ith relatives • nc. to 
··nte ace frec:ruently i ith fri nds , nd s i r:iil ly , t ose 
i nteracti1g f equcntly wit ot ers in t loc 1 commu·,ity , 
•• ended to int r · ct f quently uith ot c s outs · de th ... 
commu...,i ty . 



9 . Hous hold h ads i n the H lifax County unit a1d 
specially those i n the selected commw: iti s , wer 
ore often i volved i n clos ly-knit ett'ilOrks with 

relativ s d friends , th inside the c mmuni ty 
and beyond it , than 't-1< re household he ds i n the 
Guysborough Negro corrJmmi ties . 

Pattern Involv ent 

It was noted arlier that small co uniti s , o ch as we a·e 
dealing itl here , d especially i n 11 communitie lacking 
a full institutional compl ment , collective action is l argely 
of an i fo al natur . In such communiti s ther0 are su l y 
few organiz tions ith which r sidents can be affiliated . This ia 
ce ainly t c e i n the communit es unde·· i vea'l:.igation here. 
Aside from religious organizati ons , most househo_d heads do not 
b long to oh r organizations . Th s i spcc·ally true 
among the Guysbo ugh N groe w r 100% of th coponde -
report-a no rganizational parti ci tion oh rt an a religious 
on . It also holds for ost f the bou e old head~ int· e 
select d co mun_t es and int e Halifax County unit as ,hol 
though 25¾ ofter sp:> dents i n both types of communities clai ed 
affiliation with at least one other local organ ·zation . ctually 
a few hou;:;,ehold heads i n the Guysboroug ego co ,unities are 
involve wit non-r ligious l o al ganizat~on , insofar as 
t ey re sc col-trust s . ow ver , ne of the school-tru teeo 
r eport a this associ tion on th questionnaire , pr sumeJ.bly 
because the ~cool-trust e ard in each community has ave 
loose struct , very limited powers and rarely, if ev ets s 
a unit ; It c rtai ly is not a active organi t·on. Similarly, 
seve 1 respond ts in the ite c _ uniti s could be said to be 

f:i: iliated with a litical o ganization insof r as a o d 
election-ti , they l-JOrk , ... or their favourite party, in the local 
co, unity , s a un • t . • • • 

Most 1 use old h ds in cac type of community loP.g to some 
relig·ous gro P e The pro rtion of o se old he·d~ 'cl i m' ng 
to be not so effi io.ted was .2 ¼ in the G sbo ugh tlagro and 
the selected communities and 8% in th Halifax County unit . 
Uost r ndent re rted t t t e church y attend is in the 
loc l community . This v. s tr e· ·for 65% of t- household he ds 
in th Guys rough Negro conm.mnities , 60% int e sel cted 
communiti.s and 6 in the Hal i fax County unit . Among the 
Guysborougl1 Negro co riunitias , it . th Li coln • 11e resid nt;;.) 
1ho accounted 1 gel y fo the percentage ttending c urch 
outs ' de tho co unity. Most Li colnvill r- i dent are Baptists 
and attend the chu ch in Up r Big Tracadie . In te s of atte da_ ce 
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at church services, there was a slight tendency for more household 
heads in the selected communities and in the Hal.:ffax County unit to 
be 11high-attenders. 11 Certainly a higher percentage of respondents 
in the Negro communities reported only infrequently attending church 
services than did respondents in the selected communities . 20 As to 
involvement in church- elated activities , about t he same proportion 
of household heads (about 25~ in each type of community reported 
belonging to at least one church organization. So, with the ex-
ception that fewer respondents in the selected communities reported 
fnfrequently attending church services, there are no important 
differences as regards participation in religious organizftions 
among household heads in the three types of communities. 2 

There is, also, little involvement by household heads in non-
religious organizations that are beyond the local communities. A 
handful of Guysborough Negroes belong to trade-unions and veterans• 
groups. Such is also the case in the selected communities and in 
the Halifax County unit where only a slightly greater proportion of 
respondents reported any non-local organizational involvement . We 
can conclude then, that apart from their re~lgious association, most 
household heads in eacn, type of comrnuni ty do not belong to any 
formally organized interest group. The differences that there are 
among these units point to slightly greater participation by re-
sp:>~dents ~n the white communities. The fact that there is little 
organizational participation among household heads in the different 
types of communities underlines t he irnp:>rtance o f informal inter-
action inside and outside the local community. I t also highlights 
the crucial role played by governmental and other agencies of the 
broader society. The collective aspects of the Guysborough Negroes' 
relations with these agencies will be discussed later in this 
chapter. 

The general pattern of a ssociatio.n - informal and organizational 
- found in the different types of communities, appears to have some 
stability. Most respondents in each type of community reportec. 
that their organizational participation has neither in~reased nor 
decreased over the past several years - at least, over 90~ in all 
in all units repc:,rtea t his . Similarly, over 90¾ of t he household 
heads in each type of community reported that there has been no 
change in recent years in their close friends, the number and 
specific people remaining the same. However, a small minority 
of the household heads, in each type of community, reported an 
increase in their social ties over the past several years - 25% 
in the Guysborough Negro communities and 35% in the selected 
communities and the Halifax County unit. Only a handful of 
resp:>ndents reported a decrease in their social ties. We can 
be quite confident,then, that the patterns of association rep:>rted 
above are indicative of the day-by-day regular action in the 
community. 

20. See Chapter 6, p. 145 for this table on church attendance. 

21. There were no important differences among respondents in Upper 
Big Tracadie, Lincolnville and Sunnyville. 
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In discussing interaction in the local community we have 
chiefly been working with data ·obtained by questionnaires. 
And we have presented interaction patterns from thepperspective 
of household heads' participation. The patterns described 
on this basis among the Guysborough Negroes at least, are quite 
in keeping with observations made by the participant-obeervors. 
Presenting the interactional picture in terms of questionnaire 
data,then, is simply a straight-forward, economical way of 
describing observations made in the field. The question however, 
can be asked - are the households in the local community more 
closely-knit as a result of thei interactions of other family 
members such as spouses and children? There appears to be no 
more interaction from the perspective of the spouses than from 
that of thenhousehold heads. The household heads in each 
community were sampled in such a way that we obtained an 
approximately equal number of males and females. Cursory 
examination of male as opposed to female interaction indicates 
no important differences. Further, i n response to a question-
naire item specifically concerned with the interaction pattern 
of the spouse, as many household heads reported less interaction 
by the spouse as reported more. Clearly then, the data we 
have presented is not mitigated by sex differences. 

It is impossible for us to compare the interactional patterns 
in the different types of communities from the point-of-view 
of children and other dependents of the household heads - the 
data is simply not available in the case of the selected com-
munities and the Halifax County unit generally. Nevertheless, 
some patterns can be described among the Guysborough Negroes. 
Adult dependents of the household heads, such as incapacitated 
fathers and mothers, on the whole, interact much less frequently 
both inside and outside the local community. In none of the 
Negro communities are there strong ties of association among 
these people as a categroy. Their interaction is quite restricted 
to the household. As for children, they do appear to connect 
the household with other households in the local community more 
often than the household heads do. Ineeach Guysborough Negro 
community, children interacted frequent ly with one another, with 
only a few exceptions. Their grouping§ were largely by sex and 
age but those of the same age and sex interacted freely. This 
is confirmed by questionnaire data where respondents in the Negro 
communities (and in the selected communities and the Halifax 
County unit as well) reported that their children 11visited 11 

more often with members of other households than they did. While 
the writer does not believe interaction among children to be 



unimportant to the question of community integrationl,2 obviously 
they have to be considered separately. 

The fact is then, that among household heads (and theaadult 
population generally) there is in the Guysborough Negro 
communities less interaction than in the selected communities 
and the Halifax County unit. The Guysborough Negroes as often, 
if not more often, report having friends and relatives inside 
and outside 1he local community but fewer have closely-knit 
networks of friends and relatives. The problem is to ascertain 
the chief factors accounting for this apparent interaction-
restriction and outline how such factors operate in everyday 
life. It has already been mentioned that the greater geographic 
isolation, transportation problems and minority group status (minorit; 
in terms of both population and socio-economic position) of these 
Negroes accounts largely for the fact that they interact less 
frequently with others outside the local community. It is also 
easy to see the operation of educational and income factors as 
creating obstacles to interaction. With little formal education, 
the Guysborough Negroes find coping with the complexities of 
modern life very difficult. I n seeking information on and answers 
to these complexities, it is mf little use to refer to other local 
household heads who also are lacking in education. From this 
point of view, interaction carries few rewards. It is interesting 
to note, by the way, that the informal1leaders in these communities 
are the few adults who have some high school education. The 
small incomes of the household heads also constitutes a barrier 
to interaction insofar as, in practice, it means that others are 
always seeking some of one's scalD! supply and that one cannot look 
up to others for even short-run assistance. A good example of 
this is the case of one man in Lincolnville who had only forty 
cents to get a package of cigarettes and lacked an automobile to 
take him ten miles to a store. He asked another man who had a 
car and a little gas but was without money, to give him a "lift". 
If the latter had obliged he would have used up his gas and still 
been without funds and, consequently, unable to go for work, if 
work became available. It is apparent that one is thus in a 
dilemma - refusal means a break in interaction, obliging means 
further, important deprivation. 

22. An anthropologist has commented recently ont the importance 
of the child (ie. a non-person) in the parish gossip systems 
of a small community in Newfoundland. He pointed out that 
the function of the child is that of facilitating appropriate 
front-stage and back-stage adult behavior, since the child's 
action prevents the exposure of the adul~s "private life" 
and obtains information on the "private life" of other 
adults in the parish. 



Mutual Assistance 

Given the fact that their networks of relatives and friends 
are not closely knit, it is to be expected that there will be 
less mutual assistance among household heads in the Guysborough 
Negro communities than among those in the selected communities 
and the Halifax County unit. Before presenting data on patterns 
of mutual assistance, it is important to determine what standards 
the household heads have with respect to mutual assistance among 
relatives and friends. To obtain such information we used an 
index whereby respondents were asked if they felt obliged to help 
relatives and/or friends in various ways, if such assistance were 
necessary . Most household heads: in each type of community re-
sponded in essentially similar fashion - they reported feeling 
obliged to help both friends and relatives with money, advice, 
work and f ooa and clothing. Further, most household heads 
apparently did not feel obliged to take side with their friends 
and relatives in the latters 1 quarrels or troubles - this was the 
upper limit of their feelings of obligation. The unanimity of 
response is indicated in the following table. 

Table 7: Household Heads• Sense of Obligation to 
Help Relatives and Friends , By Type of Community 

With Food & Clothing: 
Yes, for Relatives 
& Friends 
No , for Relatives 
& Friends 

Only Relatives 
Only Friends 

With Work: 
Yes, for Relatives 
& Friends 
No, for Relatives 
& Friends 

Only Relatives 
Only Friends 

With Money: 
Yes, for Relatives 
& Friends 
No, for Relatives 
& Friends 

Only Relatives 
Only Friends 

Guysborough Selected Non-Metropolitan 
- Negroes Communities White Halifax Co. 

100¾ 

98% 

2 

95¾ 

2 
2 
1 
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98% 

2 

98% 

2 

8 5% 

10 
3 
2 

94% 

5 
l 

90% 

9 
1 

76% 

13 
9 
2 



With Advice: 
Yes , Relatives & 

Friends 
No , Relatives ... 

Friends 
Only Relatives 
Only Friends 

Taking Their Side: 
Yes, Relatives & 

Friends 
No, Relatives & 

Friends 
Only Relatives 
Only Friends 

100% equals 

Guysborough Selected 
Negroes Communities 

7 
2 
l 

22% 

78 

(60) 

83% .: 

15 
2 

17% 

76 
7 

{60) 

Non-Metropolitan 
White Halifax Co. 

72¾ 

24 
4 

92 
2 
1 

( 360) 

Source : Author's Survey , Spring and Summer 1964. 

A reading of table 7 clearly indicates an overwhelming similarity 
among household heads on each item. No substantial di f ference 
appears in their orientation to relatives as opposed to friends. 
Especially similar are r espondents i n t he more comparable 
conmunities, the Guysbouough Negro and the selected communities. 
The Guysborough Negroes, then , subscribe, i n at least the same 
degree, to the same normative standards (another example of the 
official morality'?) as white respondents , concerning obligatiQns 
to help friends and relatives. Yet our previous analysis leads 
us to expect less mutual assistance i n the Negro communities. 
If th~s expectation is confirmed, we must account for it, not by 
referring to values but by examining the concrete situation in 
which the Negroes find themselves . 

Table VIII: Household Heads' Report of Mutual Assistance 
Wi th other Households, By Type of Community 

Guysborough Selected Non-Metropolitan 
Negroes Communities White Halifax Co. 

With a Few Households: 
Rarely 37% 10% 24% 

Sometimes 22 38 40 
Frequently 41 52 36 

With Half the Househol ds: 
Rarely 68% 72% 81% 

Sometimes 32 28 19 
1000/4 equals (60) (60} (360) 

Source: Author ·• s Survey, Spri ng and summer 1964 . 



Most .household heads r eported mutual assistance patterns with 
a few other households in the local community but more Guysborough 
Negro respondents r eported no .such network . 'I'he largest pro-
portion of respondents reporting mutual assistance with at least 
a few other households, .rwas found in t he selected communities. 
A minority of respondents reporte some suchccooperation with 
al:x>ut half the community's households .;.. here, about the same 
proportion i n both the selected communities and the Guysborough 
Negro communities. Very few resp:>ndents in each type of community 
r eported a mutual assistance network including most local households 
ahd eo~ his category has not been included in the t able among 
t he Guysborough Negro communities , the largest proportion of 
household heads reporting mutual assi stance patterns was the 
Upper Bi g 'I'racadie group. 

Table f ::presents data on mutual assistance patterns wit h 
Driends and relati ve s in the local community 

With Relatives : 
Rarely 

Sometimes 
Frequently 
No Relations 

With ltriends: 
Rarely 

Sometimes 
Frequent ly 

100% equals 

Source: Author's 

Guysborough 
Negroes 

36% 
20 
26 
18 

37% 
23 
40 

(60) 

Selected Non-Metropolitan 
Communities White Halifax co. 

200/4 22% 
20 22 
38 32 
22 24 

17¾ 31% 
40 37 
43 32 

(60) (360} 

Survey , Spring and Summer 1964. 

The above t able indicates that, while slightly more Guysborough 
Negro respondents have D!latives in other households in the local 
conrnunity, fewer engage in mutual assistance with them than 
respondents in the selected communities or t he Halifax County 
unit. Of those reporting relatives elsewhere in the local 
community, 44% of the Negro respondents, as compared to about 
27% of those in the other units, reported that they rarely help 
one another~3 As could be expected from our discussion of 

23. There is, however, no difference among the household needs in 
each type of communtty who report ties of mutual assistance, 
concerning the i mportance of the mutual assistance . An 
approximate equal proportion consider it very important. 



standards of mutual assistance , "!able 9 also indicates that 
there are no important differences between the networks of 
relatives and friends in any of the diff erent types of 
community. s much mutual a ssistance is reported with friends 
as with relatives . Once again it is apparent that those 
household heads in the selected community more often have 
networks of cooperation with friends t han do the household heads 
in the Guysborough Negro communities. Among the three Guys-
borough Negro communities, the greatest amount of mutual 
assistance with friends and relatives was reported by Upper 
Big Tracadie respondents. Finally , it should be noted that in·. 
all types of communities , the patterns of mutual assistance , 
like those of interaction generally , are reinforcing not 
compensatory and so , it is those engaged in mutual assistance 
with relatives whocengage in mutual assistance with friends. 

Not only is there less mutual assistance reported in t he 
Guysborough Negro communities, especially as compared to the 
selected communities, but the Negro household heads' mutual 
assistance is more clearly restricted to the local community. 
This is apparent in the following table which comparest the 
different types of communities in terms of the amount of mutual 
assistance the respective household heads report with friends 
and relatives in the area : 

Table /0.: Household Heads' Report of Mutual Assistance With 
Friends and Relatives I n The Area , By Type of Community 

Guysborough Selected Non-Metropolitan 
Negroes Communities White Halifax Co. 

With Relatives: 
Rarel y 55¾ 29¾ 32% 

Sometimes or More 23 43 27 
No Relatives 22 28 41 

With Friends: 
Rarely 67¾ 43¾ 46¾ 

Sometimes or More 27 42 30 
No Friends 6 1 5 24 

100% equals (60) (60) ( 360) 

Source: Author ' s Survey , Spring and Summer 1964. 

I t is clear from table X that only a minority of household heads 
in each type of community engage in mutual assistance with 
relatives and friends in the surrounding area - although , in 
the case of the selected communities , the minority is a large 
one . The percentage of household heads reporting at least 



some mutual assistance with relatives is , in all t ypes of 
communities, substantially simil4 Y.: to the proportion so involved 
with friends,more often than not , it is the same respondents 
who engage in the mutual assistance with these friends and 
relatives. Not onl y is there more mutual assistance reported 
by respondents i n the selected communities but the connection 
with relatives in the nearby communities, as regards mutual 
assistance, is much greater among the White respondents - of 
those having rel atives in these places , 70% in the Guysborough 
Negro communities but only 37% in the s lectad communities and 
49%, in the whole Halifax County unit , report no (rarely) ties 
of mutual assistance . A similar difference in cohesion can be 
found with regards to friends - of those having friends ~n the 
nearby communities , 71¾ in the Guysborough Negro communities 
but only 51% in the selected communities and 60¾ in the 
Halifax County unit r eport no ties of mutual assistance . There 
is no need to present tables on household heads' ties of mutual 
assistance with friends and relatives in the nearest urban 
centers. Only one or two Negro respondent s reported any such 
ties - a larger proportion of household heads (about 200/4) in 
the selected communities and the Halifax County unit claimed 
that they engage in mutual assistance with friends and relatives 
in the city. In summary, we can say that only a small proportion of 
household heads in the pro·ect communities have significant ties 
of mutual assistance with f:ttends and relatives outside the 
community - a proportion much smaller than that found among 
respondents in the comparable selected communities. When 
respondents in the Halifax County unit and in the lected 
communities do have friends and relatives outside the local 
commu.~ity , they are definitely more closely involved with them. 
Finally, the Negro communities are not identical i n terms of 
non-local patterns of mutual assistance - more Upper Big Tr?cadie 
respondents reported cooperation with friends and relatives in 
the surrounding area. 

The Guysborough Negroes, t hen, while reporting less mutual 
a ssistance in their local communities than the respondents in 
t he selected communities, depend , it might appear, more on 
t hese local patterns of cooperation since they have, on the 
whole, almost no ties of mutual assistance effective outside 
the local community. However , not only do fewer Guysborough 
Negro household heads engage in mutual assistance but fewer 
also believe they could count on the assistcnce of others in an 
emergency. This is indicated in the following table which 
eptnpares the responses of household heads in the different types 
of communities to the question - "suppose you had a house here 
in this community and it burned down and you had no insurance 
and were hard up7 who would you feel you could count for help 
to build it up again and how much"? 
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Table t.J:. : Household Heads' Report Of Being Able To 
Count Up:>n Others In An Emergency By Type of Community 

On The Community 
Generally 

Little or None 
Some or Much 

On Relatives and 
Close Friends 
Littaie or None 
Some or Much 

Guysborough 
Negroes 

30 50 
30 50 

24 40 
36 60 

Selected 
Communities 

# ¾ 
7 12 

53 88 

7 
53 

12 
88 

Non-Metropolitan 
White Halifax Co. 

# % 

76 21 
282 79 

56 
30 3 

16 
84 

Source: Author's survey , Spring and Summer 1964. 

Roughly , there is no differance drawn by respondents in the 
different types of communities as to their being able to count on 
the community generally, as opposed to relatives and close 
friends. In each case a majority of the resp:,ndents believe 
assistance - some or much - would be forthcoming. However, there 
is a very clear difference among the different typea of communities, . 

significantly larger pro:portion of household heads .~ in the 
selected communities and in the whole Halifax County unit believe 
that they would receive significant aid in an emergency. There 
were no important differences in response among the Guysborough 
Negro communities them elves but a slightly l arger proportion 
of Upper Big Tracadie bous~hold heads belmeved that they could 
count, at least somewhat, on assistance from others. 

The mutual assistance pattP-rns among the Guysborough Negroes, 
presented above in tabular form , are borne out in general by 
field-obseru-at.d:on . The greatest amount of mutual assistance 
was observed to be among Upper Big Tracadie residents where 
the kind of assistance given and received more often pertained 
to economic activity - that is, while much of the mutual assistance 
among Lincolnville and sunnyville household heads involved the 
lending and borrowing of household items and so forth, mutual 
assistance i n Upper Big Tracadie entailed help with haying, 
hauling logs, animals, tools , etc. I n other words, the fact 
that Upper Big Tracadie residents more often liv~d on farms 
with w·oodlots than did the residents of the other communities, 
means that there was greater op,lX)rtunity among them for mutual 
assistance, meaningful to the subsistence activities of each, 
a.nd involving time and muscle but not money and 11perishable 11 

items such as food and gas. The diff erent ecological basis 
of Upper Big Tracadie , then , seems accountable for the variation 
in mutual assistance found among the three communities. As 
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confirmation of this interpretation we can point to the fact 

t hat several residents of Lincolnville and sunnyville claimed 

that 11 people would like to help but simply cannot , 11 the 
i mplication being that help woul d entail the consumption 
of scarce - ie ., other than time and muscle - suppl ies . In 
Lincolnville and Sunnyville when people want assistance it 
is usually money, a ride to the store or food that i s being 
r quested . 24 Given the low incomes and the uncertainty of 

employment which obstruct the working-out of exchanges , lending 

is hazardous and o4e ' s deprivation quite often would only be 

hei ghtened by cooperation . Thus low socio-economic status means 

a kind of 11 vicious circle 11 with regards to mutual assistance -

these are the people who re the most deprived and in the 
greatest need of mutual assistance but their situation leads 
to much less cooperation than is the case among those who are 
11better -off 11 and consequently in less need . : 11 Knowledge of 
these conditions makes understandable the comment of one 
Lincolnville woman, " in't no charity here , :J~ help wi th 
a pail of water from the well sometimes ; that 's all the charity 

here 11 • Low i ncomes and uncertainty of employment are much more 

prevalent in the Negro communities than in the selected com-

munities and appear t o largely account for the differences 
found in the amount of mutual assistance among the household 

heads . 

21 . The lending and borrowing of such items is also a source 

of tension in Upper Big Tracadie. One woman, for example, 
encourages her husband to render assistance to others 
in haying and so forth, but nags h im terrib3:J whenever 
he gives people a l ift to the store in his automobil e 
without charging·::them. 



ovember 30 , 1965 

- Copy of Letter of Transmittal -

Hon o James M. Harding 
i i nister of Public Welfare 

rovince of Nova Scotia 
Halifax , Nova Scotia 

Dear I'1r . Minister: 

I enclose a. copy of the final e rt of the 
socio-economic study and recommendations concerning Sunnyvil le, 
Lincolnville and Upper Big Tr cadie , Guysborough County. This 
project was conducted under contract no . 3044 . On October 
5th last I t r ansmitted to you a copy of the rer.ort in f i nal 
form as to substance , but subject to slight editorial change 
not affecting the substance. 

1 s has been agreed in conversation with Mr. F .• 11 

acKinnon , Deputy Minister , and Mr . George H. Matthews , 
Director 0£ the Social Develop:nent Division of your Department , 
the Foreword and t he "Synoptic Perspecti ve : Summary and 
ssenti l Findings" are for such distribution or public release 

as your Department may wish to ake . Di stri but ion or r elease 
of the historical section 'WOuld present no problem from our 
point of view. 

1ve have made it clear , however , that t he Institute 
of blic Affai s ha transmitt ed the sociological materials of 
the other sections to the Department of Public Welfare for the 
confi denti a l i nformati on of your professional social 'WOrkers 
and for essential admi nistrative purposes , but with the sti p-
ulation that these sections will not be released or distributed 
to others . We have appreciat ed t heir assurance t hat these 
materials will be treated as strictly confidential within the 
Department of ubl i c Welfare in this manner . 



Hon. J ames . Hardi ng -2- November 30 , 1965 

It will be recalled that the Department i dicated 
at t he begi nning that it wished to have the study and recom-
mendations purel y f or its own internal purpos e s , and did not con-
template publ i c ation of t he eport . We have , however , anticipated 
t hat the Department may wish or deem it necessary t o t ransmit to 
others ce rtain e ssential r e sults of t he study, and we have prepared 
t he Foreword and the 11 Synoptic Perspective 11 for your use , if so 
desir ed , in this way . 

s indicated in the Eor.ewor:d we h ve render ed the 
research results to Mr . Matthews by ve al communication during 
the past year , s i nce t e end of March, by dr aft sections or chapters 
as they became avai lab.e. We have gone beyond the normal limits in 
order to make t he repor t as comprehensive and useful as possible, 
and we ar e pr epared tom i ntain interest and co- operation in 
providing additional i nformation from the survey results and other 

sources. 

GH:sp 

Coe . - Dr . George • Smith , 

Yours very t ruly , 

Guy Henson 
i rector 

A irector for ova Scotia 
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