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Notes re Telegraph System. Nova Scotia, circa 1795 
( From the Winslow papers, Nova Scotia Archives) 
Extract from St.John dit y f!azette, Sep.10,1799. " The Duke of Kent arrived at Halifax. 
The news was communicated to Windsor by Telegraph in less than 20 minutes." 
( Note: This was the second visit of the Duke of Kent) 
( Note at foot of page 4~8, :.rinslow papers) -- 11 Thia mode of telegraph necessitated a 
chain of signal stations . Messages were received by m ans or $H$.HH8 telescope and 
repeated from hill to hill by use of the semaphore or {more pcobably) by a system of 
flags and balls. George E. Fenety in hie book •Life and Times of Joseph Howe" says, 
•Ne ar Prince• a Lodge wa s th e telegraph station, a wooden structure 20 feet high 
supporting a fl agstaff and yard-arms f'o r communicating with Citadel Hill, six miles 
distant, by me ans of flags and be lls.• At one time the Duke of Kent advocated /j"i 
establishing stations all the way to Quebec but the i dea wa s found impracticable. W 
( Wins low papers, page 441) •capt. Lyman to Edward Winslow. 11 Feb.3,1800. The Duke 
r eturned on Saturday ( from Annapolis) I am told they have established telegraphs all 
the vay t o Annapolis so thet there was a continual con:munication of or ders and counter 
orders while he wa s away, even to the approval of' courts martial end ordering men to 
be flogged. I was et the ba rracks on Saturday and out of the window I saw preparatimns 
tha t I did not understand.( Prepar ations for a punishment) Expressing my surprise at 
it during the Duke 1 s absence, I was told the men were to be flogged by Telegraph. 
So though the Duke was a hundred mile s off' he was still acquainted with \ffl.at was going 
on and giving orders the arune a s usual. You will have this mode of' communication all 
the way to Fredericton very soon. I hear it is to be communicated across from the high 
grounds back o'f' Cornwallis to the Isle o'f' Haut, thence towards Pleasant Valley ( Sussex 
Yal e). I suppose our f riend Leonard will h ave one atop his windmill.• 

Lieut. Clements to Major Murray, or Of'f'icer Commanding King's New Brunswick Regt., 
dated Sussex Vale, May 31, 1800. -- • Sir, On the evening of the 29th inst Sergeant 
McFarling ar r ived at this place from Cape ChigneCto where he left Mr. Schwartz with his 
party e r ecting the Te legraph end neceaaary buildings at that place . Schwartz expects 
the office r commanding the detachment ha9 ev ery necess ary implen.ent,# (such as glasses, 
axes , compasses, spades, pickaxes) for forwarding t h e erection of the Telegra ph from 
Martin 1 a He ad (the high l and on th i s aide the bay) to Sussex Vale, tho' at the same 
time don 1 t appear to be aware of the difficulty in transporting those things 20 miles 
through a wild and woody country. I ahall endeavour to get a few axes at this place end 
send 3ergt.McFarling with a party to commence clearing the gap that may be necessary 
without which you will not be able to &$$$.US&&tf s ee ac r oss the Bay at that pla ce , 
the di s tance be ing seventeen miles.• 

( i'linalow papers. Genera l Carleton1 s observations r e t e legr aph, Feb.IO, 1802. Page 458) 
.,. As regards establishing Tel egr aphic communicatioQ. from St. John to 

Fredericton end on the co att at Cape Muaquash, Point LePro and on the southern Volf', 
the orders of H .R .H. ( cannot be carried out) because the fogs in the Bay of F\mdy during 
t he principal par t of' t he summer are salt.hick end impenetrable that objects cannot be 
discovered even at very small distance . Nine stations are required from St. J ohn to 
Fredericton, moat of' the se taken on h ei ghts difficult of' access end not cleared. It was 
ne cessary to clear away places f'or erecting buildings and a lso to open views through 
the forest. i hundred men ( at l east) would b ::! required to attend such a chain of 
t ci legr aphs."'(Carleton had only the N .B .Reg' t., consisting of 290 effective men, and could 
notfurni sh t he compl ement f or t~e Telegr aphs without abandoning some of the moat 
important posts in the province/ • The Tel egraphic stations are f arapart. Some of' 'em 
were fixed on prominences in the Bay formed entirely of' rocks. From these inhospitable 
spots it would Q.ave been impossible to prevent desertions, especially as American 
vessel s are constantly f ishing in t he Bay and might ts.lee them off' with the utmost 
facility. An ins t ance of the kind h appened on th e coast of Nova Scotia with a sergeant 
and party o'f' the 66th Regt in July 1800, wh o were never recovered." 
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Memo of Capt. Bartlett, commanding Roya l Engineers. July 19th, 1800. 
11 If General Carleton wishes to know the dis t ance o'f: the di f ferent stations - - f'rom 
Partridge Island t o ... the high ground near Mi apec, 4 mil es; from the high ground near 
Miapec to Cape Muaquaah, 12½ miles; from Cape Mu. squash to Point LePro, 1) miles; from 
Point LePro to the south end of the southern Wolf ( the beat situation on them for a 
look out down the Bay), 17 mile s . The l and at Point LePro is very low, and on the ~olf' 
t oo low f or the 11!1.atance." 

Extra ct f'rom Mi ss M. ~lls 1hotes, from War Off ice paper s , London. 
Dispatches of' Prince Edward from Halifax - - 11 A telegr aph ha s also been H$l&$.$$:8~~ 
f'ixed upon and brought so f ar to perfection that I am ebabled from Citadel Hill by 
means of it to give orders to the different outposts .. Bea cons h ave been established 
all along the coast. Every pos sibl e exertion has been made to guard aga inst surpri s e." 
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