
Mr . rI'homas H. Raddall 
Liverpool, Nova bcotia 
Canada 

Dear :-1tr . Raddall: 

WIL L ARD F. GOFF, M.D . 

~J'! STIMSON 8Ull.OING 
\ 215 FOURTH AVENUE 

SEAT T I...E, W ASHINGTON gs\0! 

8 Nov . 19?4 

3920 42rn1 Ave. So . 
Seattle, Wash . 98118 
U. S.A . 

You may recall that on 24 Octob er 1973 you wrote to me in 
answer to some auestions I raised in connection wt th my great 
grandfather, Captain ,Jo se ph Darby , a nd where your publlcations 
c ould be obte. :!. ned . 

My wife and I thoroughly e n~oy ed 11 The "lymph and t h e Lamp 11 , 

"Roger Sui4den" , and 11 At the .iide's 'I urnU. 

I am still attempting t o collect de tai ls on t h e life of Captain 
Darby . You told me that h e was captain of the schooner 11 Dar lng 11 • 

Do you have any recollection as to his boat activities prior 
to his arrival o n Sable Island ( 1830) or after he left ( 1848) . 
Do you know the dates of his birth and death . Lt . Geoff Vtckridge 
told me in 1968 t hat he was b 0rn in tr:e Channel Islands. 
In e 530 page II A History of '£he Higge s , or Higgs .r amily II pub . in 
1933 I f ind this statement : re . Benjamin Wil son Higgs : 11 Aft er the 
decease of h is wife he marr·ied secondly Ame li a Arabel l a, sixth 
daughter o f Jose ph Dar'by of Halifax , by Mary St evens, h is wife . 11 

Is there a possibility that Captain Darb y could have d i ed and 
was buried in the Camp Hill Cemetery i n Halifax? 
You mentioned in your 1973 letter that your biogra phical materl al 
was purchased by the Dalhou s i e Un i versity. n"ould it be askinp:; too 
much of you to pass on t -i- is l etter t 0 the Librar i an .in hopes - that 
a few of my questions c ould be answered . I specif ic a lly am 
interested in any details of Gaptain Darby ' s life , act i vit i es, 
sailing ventures . Din h e sail to Bermuda? 
You may recall that I have in my possession a solid gold merlal 
rated 1840 . I t was sent to Ca pt ain Darby from Eouis Philippe I, 
.Klng -:if !'ranee (1830- 1848{)) It was sent to 

Minist€re 
De La Mar i ne 

A Darb y 
Capl ta ine 
bri tannique 

Super intendant 
De L 1 Ile De SaBle 

Pr . Secours G'en'ereux 
a Des Marins 

Francais 
Naufrages 

_Q~,:,pt. 27, 1974 my wife , my cous in {Mary Stanfard _of Mahone Pay) 
and I charteren an airplane at the Ha U. f e.x Airport and flew to 

.~Se'ole Island. We spent f i ve hours thet'e 9nd were- r oyal l y received 
Dy Paul Thorne an d his technicians . '1'he trip was the rea liz ation 
of a nream I h ad entertained for many years . Mr . 'l'ho r n e had on l y 
been on the isi&nd several y ears , am~ h e was not familiar wi tl-i 
all the hi sto r i cal background , which I am sure intrigue!1 you. 



I recently obtainer! a c opy ot' a 104 p sge pa per back b ook : 
"SABLE I SLAND, .ratal and 1'ertile Cresce n t 11 by Lyall Campbell. 
(Published by the Lancelot Press, Wi nd sor, Nova ~cot i a). Mr . 
Gempbe l l has d one e fascinating job in te ll ing the h i st ei ry 
end romance of Sab l e I sland. If you have not already seen t h e 
b ook I strongly recommenn it to you. 
As e sirle bit of hist ory, I discovered that ~rose ph Derby was 
Supt . of Sab l e I sland from 1830 to 1848 . Lou i s Ph i l ippe I 
was :<:ing of !< ranee f rom 1830 t o 1848 . In the letter year he 
abcHca t ed end the second F'rench Revo lution b egan . I feel sure 
that these dates are entirely accidental. 
My references to Sab l e I sland inc lune: 

Patterson , tiev. Ge orge "Sable I sland I ts B"i story 
end Phenomena" 1894 ( I have a c opy of this book) 

llrosvenor , Me l vil l e Bell 11 Sefe Lending on Sable " 
National Geograph i c Magaz i ne Se p t . 19 65 pp . 398-432 

Rosebrugh, D. W. "Th e Graveyard of the Atlan tic 11 

~aned l an Geogra phical J ournal l<eb. 1932 pp 73- 85 

I regret that our recent trip to Mahone Bey, N .i . dirl not 
permi t time to pay y ou a vis i t . 

I t i s gra t ify ing to Kn ow t hat no shi p s have bee ro wrecken on 
:::. a b l e I s land since 1947. 

Sincere l)' yours, 

~J.~ 
Wi l lard b . Goff, M. D. 
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