Transcciption of Intsrview with Tavol? ‘ackinnon,

h. 199, fanily came “rom Petitcodiac, settle’ in 12792, ong of Tiret
famlie=, sama un from Detitcoliac- -tha*t where his sran®father was,
heecame Yowm with his Tather,

Mke father and Dan jlurray  was out in Arirona for awhile. they came Mgk
here. he ~tarte! 2 =tore., hi= father ~tation Agent until that time until
ne Tied in 1977,

Morth Tlopa--very leasp, on 2 =lant, he -~ays.

1
ne’

Jb

je

to another =lope by tunnel,
he hecane nechanical <uperintenient.
'The older men--they 1idn'* move around too muoh. '

'“onetimes you n=e’ to "ight with them, you know, hecause they were
a~king too much.'

'I'? zo Aown there-{:To.37~—3nd come un there Aaround 5 o'clock at night....
Anl tien the coal people lown below, all they wantad to 1o was to get it
out a= it is....Jjhen I woull try to get =omething, I coulin't get it fwon
then. [ Cape Breton men woull 'break that up for me', they '1 come Jown

and have a talk with the nen unier;rounﬁ.]

1~ wife's summary: "{e was interested in keeping the nachinery in poodl
r2Ppalr. The miners were intereste?! in getting the coal out."

"All they thought of wae getting the coal...."
--thay u-=e? to be after nme, "2%on, c¢'mon, c¢'mon, you know,'"

Just mi=se? the =xplos=ion.

hated every Jay he went to ~chool. 'Jecause i€ you male a mistake they
baat you,!

[

'I remember ths Jay that got out.'
--quit ~=chool grade 11.

rouni about 17 years old.

--went to night schools in dnherat. ma who was teaching him was =so
lifferent.

went to =ea. =seconi-class enginesr. down to Tew “ealand twica.

was the =tationary engineer or quite a while. haulage at o.7

ne wa= Tiret-class machini~t, R¥xx¥x workel at obbs. Learnel hi~ trade at R0bb=.
19172,

worked in the machine shop.

went to sea in 1925, hal no work or anything.

n.19A0,

"/hen I wen* fo the=e other peopla' at achool= in Amher-t and alifax,
they'?l teach you like an adult. le really likel that ~tyle of teaching.

an accident on boari ship--was ruchel to hospital. came back
to Springaill. In Springhill Ws father “uddenly 7ied, =0 he had to -tay,
and =tayel the re~t of his life.

--2y problem on the =urfaca, with 3abour--he'd leal with that,

--wnen men were trapped down the mine, Harol:dl ilackinnon sought Nigh and low to

a
fin? the right kind of tubing--all the =tores in amhe~~t and springhill .finally
(&) O

founl it --behinl a Toor, at ffks store. men wewe soing to 'ie L7 they 1idn't
——————r; : - ,
Ned o~ . /l‘fl . N - gy N N

3\



his father wa- mayor of “pringhill,

ooli*i * In Springhill, Han Murray wa~ 13 ibral, 'ie father wa-
ow~c~v1+1vo. And every Saturday night +nev" get togather. They'
nevar talk about DOll+iP”.

--pAarents m, Jane 22 1399,

tributes to o, «iackinnon,

Tre. Mackinnon

his wife: worked in the c0al o0°fice cor nany year-s,

Hamld's sister was 3 stenographer “eoveral yaars before.

"eople tooka Ain view of her working at the nit--folt “he never ~houl.
ave workad ge longa-~ she 414,

started work at 1916. went +o school--was poing +o 20 to =chool an? take
a commercial cours e, but worke? “on Postnaster inetead.

=he workel fo= 530 a month--post office.

after working in the post office she worke? for tha companyv--190245 <he
thinks,

workel until ~he was olA 2nough to et the pension.
ci2 wanted to get the ul1l pen<ion.

‘eal with workmen who had a comp=nsation clain.
workmen's compensation.

Hr. lMackinnon: "ye u=sed to dance five nights a week," 192, I can »ene 2mbe:
1 aw

that--"pick jyie~ up an

Ld go to Carrsboro, vxford, amherst,
e notor car.

--nelther of then in lule ged, nor Ai4 their frienis,
--went with a crowd of kils who 4idn't indulge much either.

soclalizing with their friends,

1 )

--underground mgr,--his naae was Calvin Jari, active on the council. he retig

from being underground ngr. +o become checker--bad knee. LHef father?.

——Mr.uacxlnnon-—Vva narrow escape ‘“ron Jo.h——thirty~five men killed,
[He repeats this story. This seems to be really iaportant to hin?.

her father horn in Jxfor-~. Xzteranvalrthz his father wae a veteran of 4
Crimean war,

--"arold had the wrong teachers to start out with, <he aagys.
& ’ y
'Jon't think: you know everything becauss your mother wear= sables,'

--and comnents like "It's too bad you're not as smart as your r~igte:r,"
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