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~urant , Ok lahoma 

J anuar y 12 , 1945 . 

llr . Thomas H. naddall , 

De a r 0S ir , -

~~ay I tell you about the v e ry spec i a l i nte rest 
I ' ve had in one of your Saturday Evening Post stol' i es ? 
Since read i nc; your adv ice in the September i ssue of The 
·vri ter - - "Pick out t he author s tha t you like , the tales 
that appeal to you yourself , and study t hem and find out 
w!l'1.t makes them tick 11 -- I th i nk you wil l like to know t hat 
two years ag o I d i d just that with your s tory , "'l'he "1ed -
ding cart . rt 

I was study i ng ''lriting with '.'I . S . Campbe ll 
(S tan l ey Vestal) through t h e Cor ! es :ondenc e Study ~ e~art -
me nt of the Univer s ity of Oklahoma . 1fr . c am:ribe ll ' s method 
of tea.ch i nc; i s based on the ana lys i s of mode ls . In one 
of a ser i es of lessons I was as:,::eri. to choose s.tor i es I 
c ons i dfJred c ood contemp rary ex~mples of the k i nri. of 
thine I wish to do ; then choose my favorite o: these . I t 
was for thi s le ss on I chose "';'he ''Te ddinJ; Gi ft " . 

I n t h i s lesson I was asked to :r.a.ke a ty:,ed 
copy of th i s favor i te story , an1 re co rd what I could sur -
"!tl i se of t he aut h or ' s technique . I n the next le ss on I was 
re quire d to copy the story aga i n, and to analyze i t 
from a certain ane;le . "'or the t h i rd ass i gnment i n the 
ser ie s , I was aga i n aske to copy t he s tory and to ana-
lyze it from yet another ang le . 

~nd after a ll that copying I still loved the story t 

I truly love that Kezia . Indeed , I often think 
of her as a real person , married to the help less Mr . !Jears , 
loving and protecting h im , teachincr h i m to l aucrh , even to 
play a little . One feels t hat Kezia lives , a nd one cares 
about her , c a res what ha 1pens to her , (J'r i eves an:i rejoices 
wit h her . And one hates the people ·,•,ho a re unfair to he r . 

Ur . :?. addall , I am ever so e!'ltbusi as tic about 
thes e Po s t stor i e s of yours . I envy your ab ility to breathe 
so ~u ch li fe i nto b l ack and w. ite p rint . Hy cong r a tulations , 
and my best wi shes f or your future sucEesses i n stor i es 
and books . 


	MS-2-202_42_32_001

