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218 F'e.yet t e Tf-~ rrace 
Staunt o n , Va . 

7b.e other Sabbe t h ,I wa s l ooking 
fo r some t hing off the bea ten track , and the i llus -
t r ation,i of a. gi rl ' s limb nak id l y p r oj ec,ting f r om a 
bi l l owing "Q,uaker ' s 11 ski r t , and a p reacher on h i s 
knees in meditati on , was t oo mu cµ for even my reso-
lute wi ll- - and so , because of t he il lustra t i on , I 
rea d t h e story . 

I am s i ck of s t o r ies and sick of 
v.-ri ter s . One of my a ssignments i n my writing co urse 
i s to a nnal yz e t hem bot h , and I '~ fed ~i th maga z ine 
f ic t ion and t eari ng them apa rt t o see what makes t hem 
cli ck . 

So he r e ' s t he reason fo r wr i t ing a 
s tranger . .-Ster pouring ov e r s t uff unti _l I am b l ea ry 
eyed , many ,many thS. nk s f.J r t he Wedding @ift in t he 
Ppst. rl fe w weeks aft e r r eadi ng yonr story , I wa s 
again dissecting sto r ies - - thi s t i me fo r c r isis - - c ause 
of cri s i s --caus e o f climax- - c lirnax- - di f feren ce betwe en 
the two , etc . ,and I ch o s e you r s t ory to tear t o pi e c es 
a nd put t ogethe r a g~i n , I f ound i n i t a ll ki ods of 
t hings t hat yo u probabl y nev e r d r ee n' ed o f when you 

r~~t: h~~- r t~:~k r f~: I~;s b!~~1fri t ~~~~re!i1 
crawl ed wearily t o r est I I s t ill l iked the s t or y. 

It is fresh , ori ginal , an d qu i te di ff e r ent . 
I l ike the p eriod , t h e pla c e I the k i nd of p eople . ':'he 
bundli ng sce ne - - t h e swe e t young b ond gi r l v,i th her 
new- found bo ld nes s and the timid , gentl e you ng mi ni s t e r , 
r olline down t he f l oor t ogether , ¼as the hei gh t of 
unexp ec t ed , r a r e go od humor . I gr inned a nd chuckled 
and smirked 9nd s no r t ed . 1hat ' s t he kind of story 
we n eed t oday . 

I am p l ent y fed with the s ame old they- had-
co cktails - at- Tony 1s-and- he - l ook ed - e t-her- lovely-fig-
ure- i n- the- eov,n - by- Ve l ent ina- e nd- h er-Channel N6 . 5-
filled - hi s - head - wi t h - memor i e s - of- Ri o- i n December-
Lo ng Bea ch - in- J anu a r y - i,aami- i n - Februa ry- antl - she - l oved -
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his- strong- hand s-pla yi ne- ¼i'th- the-bread - crumbs-on 
t he- t ab 1 e - and- hi s - ri :,:, l ing- mus c l es - which- h ad torn-
through- the- Ea rva rd - l ine- and - the - bonds- he- sold-
on-Long-I s land - weekends-and- he- sa i. d - I - l ove- you-and 
she _seid - rl.arling- I adore-you- and - he- s&id-but !)recious-
I - ha ve- a - con f ession-to- make-I am- married - but - l et ' s-
go- to - my- epartment - i t' s - eot- a-good-eddress- and-you-
can-sti ll - admi re- my- etchings- anywa y- ty-pe of t to r y . 
:,.7ou know the rest - - . 

I am goinf t o be on the lookout fo r more 
new s tori es by you , !.:r . S.addall , and h ope you won ' t l e t 
u s down ; more of th e same kind that ¥.hen you read 
them, you don 1 t feel the old f amili a r naseau heeause 
of t he s ame sickeni ng s e t up ; but v,he 1:e you f eel , 
rat~1er r efres hed and en co ura ged--like a good crisp 
S8.l t y :::~ew ~ne:land wind smacki ng you agai n s t the 
f ac e --er anyway , like I imagine e good crisp sal ty 
New Etjgland v,ind fee l s . 

'rhanki ne; you a l o t fo r hearing me out -
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