






W o o d s  H o l e  O c e a n o g r a p h ic  I n s t it u t io n
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

Departm ent of Geology and Geophysics Phone:(617)548-1400
Telex 951679

lh Sent. 1982

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, N.S. E3H I4H6 
Canada

Dear Elisabeth:

Yesterday I heard from my Israeli contact, who confirmed the Israeli 
interest in my visiting there after the meeting at Goa. He of course wants 
to know the date, hour, and flight number of my arrival. I had told him 
previously just that I expected to be in Goa October 2h (a day before my 
talk) to about the end of October. Since the Goa session presumably will not 
be meeting on Saturday and Sunday (30, 31 October) oerhaps it would be best 
for me to leave Goa on the evening of the 30th or morning of the 31st, if 
that fits with your plans. In the meantime I will tell the Israelis that I 
will let them know the details when I know them.

Loking forward to seeing you again along with some of ny Indian friends,

Sincerely,

K. 0. Emery
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On May 27, 1982, I discovered a lump in my left armpit and one in my left 

breast. On June 1 , 1982, Dr. Seth Harvey removed them. They were malignant 
but he was so optimistic and I felt so_ good physically and mentally, so, why 
worry?

On September 9, 1982 Dr. Harvey removed a tiny lump from my left
collarbone. Again, he didn't seem worried as he removed it. But imagine the 
surprise in store for us when it turned out to be malignant. This brought Dr. 
Lawrence Cloud, the cancer specialist, into the picture.

All was going smoothly but by December 21 I began getting a pain in my 
right rib area. Then pain in right hip and shoulder area. Drs. Cloud and 
Harvey didn't seem perturbed but by March 8, 1983 I was so full of aches and 
pain that I wasted the whole ,day lying down. By March 30, after a check up by 
Dr. Harvey, blood tests, X-rays, and bonescans, the answer was cancer in the 
bone. Chariet has taken me to Hyannis, about 45 minutes from Woods Hole, to 
the radiation therapy center for consultation with Dr. Arthur Elman, more
tests and x-rays, and radiation of the affected areas to relieve the pain
mostly; bone cancer can't be cured. Patients last from one to ten years, I
understand.

I have had a very happy, wonderful, productive life and I don't want it 
ruined by my being a burden to my dear ones. I told Dr. Harvey that I believe
in the right to life (the right to die); I hope and pray I go in good time.
If I can't do my work, I want to go. A thing like this is always easier on 
the one who leaves, not those who are left: my dear KO, Chari et, Becky,
Barbara, my brothers and sisters, my dear friends near and far. What
wonderful dear ones I have: dear close relatives, dear brothers and sisters,
dear friends. How lovely and happy and wonderful my life has been because of 
them. How fortunate I am.

beautiful 
his body

end.
and

Some years ago KO told me 
throw his ashes into the 
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together! How
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All the radiation has left me extremely tired and though it is supposed 

to relieve the pain, I feel far from my old wonderful, healthy, zippy seif. I 
still hurt and it seems I need a bit more radiation. The radiation gave me 
nausea and loss of appetite (turned me off coffee, peanut butter, and a few 
other favorites) yet I am to eat well so my body can rebuild the good tissues 
which were destroyed along with the cancerous cells. I hover around 98 to 103 
pounds. I am 5' 5" tal1.

Please don't worry about me. I'm a terrible writer (as you know). Wish 
my thoughts would fly from me to you as I try to do my endless undone work. I 
do what I can, when I can, if I can, and get furder and furder behind. "There 
comes an hour of sadness with the setting of the sun not for the sins
committed but the things I have not done." So, please remember--no news is 
good news.

Must tell you our squash-pumpkin story. Last early summer I planted
seeds and kept seeing chipmunks digging them up. Scared me. Visions of a
poor harvest: poor harvest and long winter--help, help. So I kept planting.
KO "took care" of 12+ chippies and we used them as garden fertilizer. Time
passed and plants started popping up here, there, and everywhere on our little 
subsistence farm in the rhubarb-asparagus-strawberry-grape-berry area, in the 
orchard area and even some in the garden, ha! Our little four legged furry 
friends would dig up the seeds, eat one or two there and leave the empty husks 
(just to scare me?), take a jowl-full over to the here, there, and everywhere 
where they ate some and perhaps lost some? or buried some? Anyhow, in the end 
I harvested 880 pounds of squash and pumpkin! Ate ail winter and shared with 
friends. Also, I like to get beat-down, tired-looking bananas at the store. 
They are a good price and we like their ripeness. One day I got a little 
package of them--or so I thought. Got them home and discovered my yellow 
bananas were yellow squash!

Ever since KO retired 7/1/79 he has been busy writing the book on the 
work he has done here in the Atlantic. Of course it is just one of a million 
things he has been doing since 7/1/79. The book has turned into a big huge 
job. He told me once that had he realized at the beginning what an
undertaking it was going to turn into, he might never have undertaken it in 
the first place. Maybe yes and probably no! He has set deadline after
deadline. Now he's hoping to be finished sometime late this summer. He has 
invested in a Wang Word Processor and Chariet has been reading the two big, 
thick books on instructions, information, directions, etc. It is set up over
at her house: she plans to to the Wang typing of KO's book. The Wang is much
faster than the typewriter. Chariet Wanged this typed letter for me.

It is wonderful having Barbara only 80+ miles away--not in some 
farther-off land. And it is marvelous having Chariet and Becky only 10 miles 
away. Chariet is really a remarkable person! She takes after her darling
father, KO Emery! And she helps us in a million-billion ways. She has us 
over every night for supper (until I can get a little stronger). Yesterday 
she and KO mowed our front yard, orchard area, and grape, etc. area. I always 
used to rake; alas, I couldn't--can't--do it.





W o o d s  H o l e  O c e a n o g r a p h ic  I n s t it u t io n
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

Department of Geology and Geophysics Phone (617)548-1400
Telex 951679

Ik May 1983

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Dept, of Political Science 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, N. S. B3H 1*H6
CANADA

Dear Elisabeth:

I have just returned from a month-long trip to China and Israel thst 
began on 8 April— just before your letter of 13 April was written. The letter 
surfaced in my stack of mail this morning— thus the delay in this answer.

The fee is not a consideration, and I would be very glad to help in the 
training program. However, my wife is in a bad stage of bone cancer such that 
I must stay close at hand for the next couple of months at least. As she has 
priority, the best that I can offer is a promise to let you know if I find 
that the situation is likely to improve by early July (though bone cancer is 
very deadly). As a substitute, you might talk with Dr. S. P. Srivastava at 
the Bedford Institute. I have never met him, but his writings indicate a good 
knowledge of petroleum, he evidently is a knowlwedgeable Indian, and he is 
close at hand to Dalhousie.

I ’m sorry that it has to be this way.

Best regards,

K. 0. Emery



W o o d s  H o l e  O c e a n o g r a p h ic  I n s t it u t io n
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

Department of Geology and Geophysics Phone (617)548-1400
Telex: 951679

16 Nov. 1962

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Dent. Political Science 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, N.S. Canada i B3H 1tH6

Dear Elisabeth;

Your explanation of the foul-up between TJNE0 and Aeroflot makes sense;
T had thought that the Indians might have been mixed uo in it too. Incident
ally, your cable re Aeroflot tickets didn't come either, nor have any tickets 
— nothing! Generally sneaking, the cheaoest travel usually is the most expen
sive, at least in terms of time. In fact, I had independently thought of 
buying the tickets myself when the others didn’t arrive, but decided that 
reimbursement might be too complicated, and besides--what if the sessions had 
been cancelled.

I am agreeable to helping again sometime, but let's leave the control in 
my hands next time with travel (not the most expensive) to be reimbursed. By 
the way, my office phone is (617) 5U8-1UOO X2831, but as I have retured now I 
do my writing and drafting at home. °hone is (617) 5U8-625>3; generally someone 
is there.

By now the view from the windows of your home is one of ice or very cold 
ocean water.

Best wishes,
/



2$ Oct. 1982

Elisabeth M. Borgese 
101 Training Programme 
National Institute of Oceanography 
Goa, India

Dear Elisabeth:

What hsopened? I was ready with visa, shots, malaria pills, talks, slides, 

etc, but no ticket or nitification arrived*

The whole episode reoresents quite a waste of time, mondy, and convenience 

for me. It also must have been confusing to your program and students.

CS rïr»rar*n1 TT

K. 0. Emery



W o o d s  H o l e  O c e a n o g r a p h ic  I n s t it u t io n
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

Department of Geology and Geophysics Phone (617)548-1400
Telex: 951679

27 Sept» 1982

Elizabeth Borgese 
D-.lhou.sie University 
Halifax, NS. BeH UH6 
Canriada

Dear Elisabeth:

Tried to ohone via (902) U2U-2210, but no answer; I supposed that that 
is the University so perhaps the staff is on strike like everyone else! You 
might let me know your office phone number next time you write«,

A couole of weeks ago I started the visa nonsense with India. Today the 
word came down that I need a guarantee on official letterhead of an organization 
to suooort my stay there. *lso wanted to know what Indians I will be talking 
with in Goa. Guess India is trying to reduce tourism! The solution must be to 
send something on Dalhousie University letterhead enclosing at least oart of the 
orogram. My talk was originally listed as by Dave Ross— so be sure to change 
the name.

The material should be sent to Travel Agenda; 119 W. 5&7th St., Suite 1008, 
New York, NY 10019.

Best wishes for your difficult 
job re India,

K. 0« Emery


