
Diw'iFP AND OUTLINE OF A CONVENTION 
Oà Tiili BE..-LED AND THE OCK/JJ FLOOR AND THE 
SUB-SOIL THEREOF BEYOND NATIONAL JURISDICTION

PREAMBLE

CHAPTER I

INTERNATIONAL SEA-HED AREA

Section 1

Dolimitavion of the International Sea—bed Area 

Artide 1 - Delimitation

^ 1 ̂  ^ national jurisdiction of a coastal Stato shall

extend to an adjacent area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and 

tne sub-soil thereof, including its resources, to a water depth of 

iaetres. A coastal State may, however, in its discretion, 

cecuare that res jurisdiction over such area and its resources 

extends, regardless of depth, to a line, every point of which is

not more t h a n .... miles from the nearest points on the base-lines,

from which the breadth of its territorial sea is measured. /""Cover 

effect of deep trenches on the depth criterion/?.

( d  Each Contracting Party shall notify to the Internationa.

S^a-ned Authority, established pursuant to Article ....  of this

Convention, the limit of its national jurisdiction over the adjacent, 

a* eCi o^ ohe sea-bed and tne ocean floor and the sub-soil thereof, 

including its resources, defined by co-ordinates of latitude and 

longitude and evidenced by appropriate large-scale maps.

("' International Sea-bod Authority may take such steps

as may be necessary, in collaboration with the notifying State, to 

verify the contents of such notification.
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A Contracting Party may vary its national jurisdiction 

within the limits prescribed by paragraph 1 of this Article upon notice 

to the International Sea-bed Authority,, such notice to take effect 

three months after receipt of such notification by the Authority.
i

(5) Nothing in this Article shall affect any agreement or

prejudice the position of any Contracting Party with respect to the 

delimitation of boundaries of sea-bed areas between opposite or 
adjacent States. * .

Section 2

Status of the International 

Sea-bed Area and. its resources

Article 2

The sea-bed and the ocean floor and the sub-soil thereof 

and its resources lying beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 

as defined in paragraph 1 of this Article (hereinafter called the 

International Sea-bed Area) is the common heritage of mankind and 

shall, a3 such, be subject to the regime hereinafter set forth.

Article 3

The International Sea-bed Area shall not be subject to 

appropriation by any means by States or persons, natural or juridical,1 

and no itate shall claim or exercise sovereignty or sovereign rights 
over any part thereof. I

Article 4' I

No State or person,' natural or juridical, shall claim, 

exercise or acquire, rights with respect to the International Sea-bed 

Area or its resources incompatible with thè provisions of this
f

Convention.

f

IP “
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^ The International Sea-bed Area shall bo open to use, 

exclusively for peaceful purposes, by all States, whether coastal or 

land-locked, without discrimination in accordance with the provisions
I

of this Convention.

Article 6

Article 5 »

All activities regarding exploration and exploitation of the 

resources of the International Sea-bed Area, and other related activities 

shall be subject to regulation by the International Sea-bed Authority,

established pursuant to Article.... of this Convention, and shall in

all respects be governed by the provisions of this Convention.

Section 3

Basic principles applicable to 

the International Sea-bed Area

Article 7

The* exploration of the International Sea-bed Area and the 

exploitation of its resources shall b^ carried out for the benefit of 

mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographical ideation of 

States, whether land-locked or crastal, and taking into particular 

consideration the interests and needs of the developing countries.

< Article 8 .

' States shall act in the area in accordance with the 

applicable principles and rules of international law including the 

Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on Principles of 

International Law concerning Friendly Relation^ and Co-operation among 

States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by 

t)ic General Assembly on 2A October 1970, in the intérêts of maintaining 

international peace and security and’promoting international co­

operation and mutual understanding.
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Article 9

All activities in the marine environment shall be Donducted

with reasonable regard for exploration and exploitation of the resources 

of the International Sea-bed Area.
I

Article 10

i

Exploration and exploitation of the resources of the 

International Sea-bed Area must not result in any unjustifiable
i

interference with other activities in the marine environment.

Article 11
t

All activities in the International Sea-bed Area shall be

conducted with strict and adequate safeguards for protection of

human life ana safety of the marine environment.
\ **

Article 12

All activities of exploration and exploitation of the resources

of the Area and other related activities shall be conducted by or on

behalf of the International Sea-bed Authority* or by n Cqettacting Party or

group of Contracting Parties or natural or juridical persons under its
*

or their sponsorship, all subject to the general supervision and’ control 

of the International Sea-bed authority.

Article 33

(1) Each Contracting Party shall take appropriate measures to ensure 

that those conducting activities under its sponsorship comply with this 

Convention.

(2) , Each Contracting Party shall make it an offence for those 

conducting activities under its sponsorship in the International Sea-bed 

Area to violate the provisions of this Convention, Such offences Shall 

be punishable in accordance with administrative or judicial procedures 

established by the Contracting Party sponsoring such activities.
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Ea°h Contracting Party shall bo responsible. for maintaining
v, » 

p«. -ic order on mnxned installations and equipment operated by it or
those sponsored by it. ' ;

(4) Each Contracting 

by activities which it 

its nationals.

Party 3hall be responsible for damages caused 

sponsors, to any other Contracting Party or

^ Sroup of States acting together, pursuant to agreement among 

them or through an international organisation, shall be jointly and 

severally responsible under this Convention.

Article 14
i

All disputes arising out of the interpretation or application 

of this Convention shall be settled cm accordance with the provisions of

Chapter ....  (to cover (l) inter-State disputes, and (2) disputes

between ISA and a member State).

v

CHAPTER II

INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED AUTHORITY 

Section 1

Establishment and Functions 

Article 1$ - Establishment

There is hereby established the International Sea-bed 

Authority (hereinafter called the Authority).

nnicio 16 - Seat of the Authority

('J The G°at of the Authority shall be at ........... The seat may

oo moved to another place by decision of the Assembly adopted by a 
majority of iwo-thirds of its members.

 ̂̂  Authority may establish such regional centres or offices as

io deems necessary for the performance of its functions.

r
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Article 17 - Fundamental aima

( 0  The fundamental aims of the Authority shall bo to provide for

the orderly and safe development and rational management of the
1

International Sea-bed Area, and its resources and for expanding 

opportunities in the use thereof, and to ensure the equitable sharing by 

Contracting Parties in the benefits derived therefrom, taking into 

particular consideration the interests and need3 of the developing 

countries, whether land-locked or coastal.

(2) In pursuing these aim3 , the Authority shall pay particular

attention to the desirability of minimizing fluctuations of prices of*
land minerals and raw materials that may result from the exploitation 

of the resources of the International Sea-bed Area, and any adverse 

economic effects cauood thereby.

Section 2

FunctionsJof the Authority

Article 18

The Authority is empowered :

(i) to explore the International Sea-bed Area and exploit its

resources for peaceful purposes by means of its own facilities, 

equipment and services, or such as are procured by it for the

purpose;

(ii) to issue licences to Contracting Parties, individually or in

groups, or to persons, natural or juridical, under its or their• u

sponsorship with respect to all activities of exploration of the 

International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its resources 

for peaceful purposes, and related activities, subject to such 

terms and conditions, including the payment of appropriate fees 

and other charges, as the Authority’may determine;

*
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(ill) to provide for the equitable sharing by Contracting Parties of

raw materials obtained from the International Sea-bed Area, funds 

reoeived from the salo thereof, and all other receipts, as woll 

as scientific information and such other benefits as may be

derived from the exploration of the International Sea-bed Area
»

and the exploitation of its resources;

(iv) to establish or adopt in consultation, and where appropriate, in 

collaboration with the competent organ of the United Nations, and 

with the- specialised agencies concerned, measures designed to 

minimise and eliminate fluctuation of prices of land minerals 

and raw materials that may result from the exploitation of the 

resources of the International Sea-bed Area, and any adverse 

economic effects caused thereby;

(v) to encourage and assist research on the development and practical 

application of scientific techniques for the exploration of the 

International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its resources, 

and to perform any operation or service useful in such research;
i

(vi) to make provision in accordance with this Convention for services, 

equipment and facilities to meet the needs of research on and 

development and practical application of scientific techniques 

for the exploration of the International Sea-bed Area and the 

exploitation of it3 resources for peaceful purposes;

(vii) to foster the exchange of scientific and technical information 

. on the peaceful uses of the International Sea-bed Area and its 

re ao arc es;

(viii) to promote and encourage the exchange and training of scientists 

and experts in the- field of exploration of the sea-bed and the 

exploitation of its resources;

(ix) to establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that 

materials, services, equipment, facilities and information made

»
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available by the authority or at its request or under its 

supervision or control are not used in such a way as to further 
any military purpose;

(x) to establish and adopt, in consultation and<, where appropriatec

in collaboration with the competent•organ of the United Nations
»

and with the specialised agencies concerned, standards of safety 

for protection of health and minimisation of danger to life and 

property, and the protection of the marine environment as a idiole, 

and to provide for the application of these standards to its own 

operations as -well as to all other operations authorised by it 

or under its control or supervision;

(xi) to acquire -or establish any facilities, plant and equipment 

useful in the carrying out of its'-'authorised functions; *

(xii) to take any other action necessary to give effect to the 

provisions of this Convention. * ’ ’

Article 19

In carrying cut its functions, the Authority shall :

(i) conduct its activities in accordance with the purposes and

principles of the United Nations to promote peace and intematic nal 

co-operation, and in conformity with policies of the United 

Nations furthering the establishment of safeguarded world-wide 

disarmament and in conformity with any international agreements 
entered into pursuant to such policies^

(ii) establish control over the use of'materials obtained by the

Authority in order to ensure that these materials are used only 
for peaceful purposes;

allocate all benefits derived from the exploration of the 

International dea-bod Area and the exploitation of its resources 

in such a manner aa to secure the greatest possible general 

benefit ir. all areas of the world, taking into particular 

consideration interests and needs of the developing countries,
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whether land-locked or coastal; "

(iv) submit reports on its activities annually to the General Assembly

of the United Nations and, when appropriate, to the Security Council: 

if in connection with the activitiés of the .authority there should 

arise questions that are within the competence of the Security 

Council, the Authority shall notify the Security Council, as the 

organ bearing the main responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security;

(v) submit reports ,to the Economic and Social Council and other organs
' t ' ■

of the United Nations on matters within the competence of those organs» 

Article 20 - Exclusion of incompatible provisions

In carrying out its functions, the Authority shall not subject 

its members to any political, economic or other conditions incompatible 

with the provisions of this Convention. • . . '

Article 21 - Sovereignty of States

Subject to the provisions of this Convention, and to the terms 

of agreements concluded between a Contracting Party or group of Contracting 

Parties and the Authority (which shall be in accordance with the provisions 

of this Convention) and to any rules, and regulations established or adopted 

by ohe Authority, the activities of the Authority shall be carried out with 

due observance of the sovereign rights of States.

' Article 22 — Jurisdiction of the Authority

The Authority shall exercise jurisdiction over the International 

Sea—bed Area and its resources, for the purpose of performing its functions 

and giving effect to the provisions of Lias Convention.

Article 23 - Sovereign eouplity of States

The Authority is based on the pidnripie of the sovereign equality 

of all of its members, and all members, in order to «nmiru to all of them . 

the rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good
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faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with this Convention. 

Article 24 - Principal organs of the Authority

The principal organs of the Authority shall be an Assembly, a 

Council, a Tribunal and a Secretariat. '

f

Section 3 

The Assembly

Article 25
i

t

The Assembly shall consist of representatives of all Contracting#< !  ̂*r. „ L *•»
Parties and shall meet^ in' regular /annual7 session and in such special 

sessions as may be determined by the Assembly or convened by its President, 

or convened by the Secretary General at the request of the Council or of a 

majority of members of the Assembly. The sessions shall take place at the 

seat of the Authority unless otherwise determined by the Assembly.

Article 26

At such sessions, each Contracting Party shall haVu one- 

representative who may be accompanied by alternates and by advisers. The 

cost of attendance of.any delegation shall be borne by the member concerned.
(TV .

Article 27

The Assembly shall elect a President and such other officers as 

may be required at the beginning of each session. They shall hold office 

for the duration of the session. The Assembly shall, subject to the 

provisions of this Convention, adopt its own rules of procedure.

«L

Article 28

( 0  Each Contracting Party shall have one vote. Decisions pursuant

to Articles ......... shall be made by a majority of two-thirds of the

vote3 cast. Decisions on other questions, including the determination of 

pdditi.-tkrx'L ur rvi+.ugorj.on of questions to be decided by a two-third

majority, shall be r^do by a majority of the votes cast.



(2) A majority of members 3hall constitute a quorum.
i.. A

(3) The Assembly may establish, by a majority of two-thirds of 

its members, a procedure whereby the President may seek a vote of the 

Assembly without convening a meeting of the Assembly. The vote shall be 

considered Valid only if the majority of the members of the Assembly cast
i

their votes within the time limit fixed by the said procedure.

Article 29
*

The Assembly may discuss any questions or matters within the 

scope of this Convention or relating to the powers and functions of any 

organs provided for therein, and make recommendations to the membership 

of the Authority, ̂ or to the Council, or to both cn any such questions 
or matters.

Article 30

The Assembly shall :

(i) elect the members of the Council in accordance with Article .... ;

/Til) approve States for membership in accordance with Article ..... J ;

(iii) suspend a member from the privileges and rights of membership 

in accordance with Article .....  ;

(iv) consider the annual report of the Council;
-.  ' >

(v) in accordance with Article .....  approve the budget of the

Authority recommended by the Council, or return it with 

recommendations as to its entirety or. Parts to the Council 

for re-submission to the Assembly;

(vi) approve reports to be submitted to the United Nations pursuant

to any relationship agreement between the Authority •und the United 

Nations, or return them to the Council with its recommendations;

(vii) approve any agreement or agreements between the Authority and. the
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L

United Nations and other organisation ao provided in Article ..... 

or return such agreements with its recommendations to the Council 

for re-submission to the Assembly;

approve rules regarding the exercise of borrowing powers by the •

, Council in,accordance with Article ..... ;
» v

(ix) approve rules relating to the equitable sharing by States of benefits of 

tho .international S^a-bed Area and the exploitation of its 'resources 

taking into particular consideration the interests and need3 of 

the developing countries, whether land-locked or ooastal, in 

accordance with Article ....  ;

i
approve rules ¿or the issue of licences for the exploration of the 

International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its resources 

including the payment of appropriate fees and other charges in 

accordance with Article .....  ;

(xi) to approve rules regarding the acceptance of voluntary 

contributions to the Authority;

- ‘(xii) to approve amendments to this Convention in accordance with

Article ....  ; * ‘ ; ‘

(^tij to approve the appointment of the Secretary General in accordance 
with Article ..... *r

Article 3(

The Assembly shall have the authority :

(i) to take decisions on any matter specifically referred to the 
Assembly by the Council;

,(ii) to propose matters for consideration by the Council and request 

. i’ro‘n the Council reports on any matter relating to the functions 
of the Council.



13

The Council

Composition of the Council and representation «r the Chairman —

Powers and functions of the Council.

Meetings - voting rights - exclusion of Veto or preferential or 

concurrent voting schemes - special voting procedure.

Section 5 

The Secretariat

The Secretary General. ,

Election of Secretary General ~ term of office - inability to act 

or vacation of office.

Secretary General to be principal officer and legal representative
♦

of the Authority. * *

Section 6 

The Tribunal

Composition - jurisdiction - decisions - interim measures - enforcement

Section 7
* . 1* - •* • »

Subsidiary organs

Establishment of sound operational rules and practices - inspection 

of operations - administration of benefit-sharing - 

economic measures, e.g. price fluctuations.

Section 8 •

Financing of the Authority

Sources of funds, including borrowing powers, voluntary

Section 4
i

contributions, &c.
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f

Status, immunities and privileges

Full international legal personality *- Authority's privileges and

immunities in member States - immunities and privileges of 

representatives of the Secretariat.

Section 10

. Relationship with other Organisations

CHAPTER III 

BENEFIT-SHARING 

Section 1

Revenues and other receipts

Section 2 ’ •

Raw Materials 

Section 3

Scientific information (Declaration: para. 10)

CHAPTER IV 

EXCHANGE AND TRAINING 

Services, equipment and facilities.

CHAPTER :V

ECONOMIC STABILIZATION MEASURES

Control of price fluctuation - (compensatory financing?) - 

collaboration with other organisations.

Section 9
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PROJECTS OF THE AUTHORITY
! . i

Exploration and exploitation, and related activities, by the Authority 

or organised or sponsored by the Authority at the request of one or 

more Contracting Parties. '

CHAPTER VI

CHAPTER VII 

MISCELLANEOUS

Right of coastal States to take emergency measures in the event of 

pollution damage or threat thereof (Declaration, paragraphs 12, 13(b)) 

(Any other subject not covered elsewhere).
I '

CHAPTER VIII 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

(Inter-State disputes; disputes between the Authority" and a member)

CHAPTER IX 

AMENDMENTS AND REVISION

CHAPTER Z  

DEFINITIONS

CHAPTER XI /

FINAL PROVISIONS

Signature - ratification - implementing legislation - oolonial 

clauses - denunciation - suspension - depositary functions. The 

agreement to be open to all States, with multiple depositaries, 

if necessary.
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COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES 0? THE 
SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE 
LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

D ual ¿1st r i b ut i •

DRAFT ST AT'-AT FOR AN INTERDICT 10 NIL
S-U.1-!— c j - .c .m  . u.- L 1 1

¿ 0- subm iutod b^ th e  Uni te ;: R e p u b li c  o f  T a n r a n ia

The Ccntractln;- Tart is s
Recalling resolutions 234-0 (ICXII) of 13 December 19*67, 2467 (XXIII) of 

31 December 1963, 2374 (XXIV) of 13 December 1969, and 2730 (XIV) of 
17 December 1 9 7 0  of the General assembly of the United Nations,

Recalling- the Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean 
Floor and the Subsoil Thereof, Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction adopted, 
by the General Assembly on 17 December 1 9 7 0 ,

Desirin~ to ensure that the exploration and use of the sea-bed and ocean fire 
should be conducted in accordance with the Rurposes and Principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and in conformity *.;ith the Declaration of Principles 
Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the Subsoil Thereof, Beyond the 
Limits of National Jurisdiction, in the interest of maintaining international pear 
and security and for the benefit of all mankind and in particular the interests cf 
developing countries,

Mindft! of the importance of preserving the sea-bed and the ocean floor and 
the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction from actions and 
uses which might ce detrimental to the common interests of mankind,

Ho tin - to foster greater international co-operation and co-ordination in the 
'peaceful exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor and its 
subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

GE.71-5334
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■ree to establish an international sea-bed authority (hereinafter known as tne
Authority) to operate in conformity with the Declaration of Principles and in accorcance 
v;ith the Statute that follows:

Article 2

(1) Thiie fundamenta aims ci tne Auuthority shall be to provide for the orderly ana safe
development and rational management of the sea-bed and ocean floor and suosoil tnereoi, 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and-its resources and for expanding 
opportunities in the use thereof and shall ensure the equitable sharing oy States in tne 
benefit derived therefrom, talcing into particular consideration the interests ana neeas 
of the developing countries, whether landlocked or coastal.
(2) In pursuing these aims, the Authority shall pay particular attention to the 
desirability of minimizing fluctuations of prices of land minerals and raw materials 
that may result from the exploitation of the resources of the area.
Delimi t at ion 
.Article 3

(1) The national jurisdiction of a coastal State shall extend to an adjacent area 01  

the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, including its resources, to a
water depth of ........ metres. A coastal State may, in its discretion, declare that
its jurisdiction over such area and its resources extends to a line, every point 01

which is not more t h a n ......... miles from the nearest points on the base lines, from
which the breadth of its territorial sea is measured.
(2) Each Contracting Party shall notify to the International Sea-oed authority, 
established pursuant to Article I of tills Convention, the lir.lt of its national 
jurisdiction over the adjacent area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and tne suosoil 
thereof, including its' resources, defined by co-ordinates of latitude and longitude ana 
evidenced by appropriate large-scale naps.
(3) The International Sea-bed Authority may take such steps as may oe necessary, in 
collaboration with the notifying State, to verify the contents of such notification.
(A) Nothing in this Article shall affect any agreement or prejudice the position 0: any 
Contracting Party with respect to the delimitation of boundaries of sea-oed areas betwee 
opposite or adjacent States.
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o;laraeuer i.si.:.os ni
Art ini«

The sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof and ius resources lying 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, as defined in paragraph 1 of Article 3 
(hereinafter called the International Sea-bed Area) is the common heritage of mankind 
and shall, as such, be subject zo the regime hereinafter set forth«
Article 5

The International Sea-bed Area shall not be subject to appropriation by any means 
by States or persons, natural or juridical, and no State shall claim or exercise 
sovereignty or sovereign rights over any part thereof.
Article 6

No State or person, natural or juridical, shall- claim, exorcise or acquire, right 
with respect to the International Sea-bed Area or its resources incompatible with the 
provisions of this Convention.
Article 7

The International Sea-bed Area shall be open to use, exclusively for peaceful 
purposes, by all States, whether coastal or land-locked, without discrimination in 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention.
Article 8

All activities regarding exploration ana exploitation of the resources of the 
International Sea-bod Area, and other related activities, shall oe subject to regulaci 
by the International Sea-bed Authority, established pursuant to Article I of t.ais 
Convention, and shall in all respects be governed by the provisions of this Convention 
Article 9

The exploration of the International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its 
resources shall bo carried out for the benefit of mankind as a. whole, irrespective of 
the geographical location of States, whether land-locked or coastal, and taking into 
particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing countries.
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Obi incitions of the Par tie:?
Article If

States shall act in the area in accordance with the applicable principles and 
rules of international lav; including the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Declaration on Principles of International Lav; concerning Friendly Relations and 
Co-operation among States in accordance i;ith the Charter of the United Nations, 
adopted by the General Assembly on 2L October 1970, in the interests of maintaining 
international peace and seeuxity and pronoting international co-operation and mutual 
understanding.
Article 11

Exploration and exploitation of the resources of the International Sea-bed Area 
must not result in any unjustifiable interference with other activities in the narine 
environnent.
Article 12

All activities in the International Sea-bed Area shall be conducted with strict 
and adequate safeguards' for protection of human life and safety of the narine 
environnent.
Article 13

All activities of exploration and exploitation of the resources of the Area and 
other related activities shall be conducted by or on behalf of the International Sea-bed 
Authority, or by a Contracting Party or group of Contracting Parties or natural or 
juridical persons under its or their sponsorship, all subject to the general supervision 
and control of the International Sea-bed Authority.
Article 1L
(1) Each Contracting Party shall take appropriate measures to ensure that those 
conducting activities under its■sponsorship comply with this Convention.
(2) Each Contracting Party shall melee it an offence for those conducting activities 
under its sponsorship in the International Sea-bed Area to violate the provisions of 
this Convention. Such offences♦shall be punishable in accordance with administrative 
or judicial procedures established by the Contracting Party sponsoring such 
activities.
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(3 ) Each Contracting Party shall ho rosponsible Cor maintaining puc-lic order on 
manned installations and equipment operated by it or those sponsored oy it.
(4.) Each Contracting Party shall bo responsielo for damages caused oy activities 
which it sponsors, to any other Contracting Party or its nationals.
(3 ) A group of States acting together, pursuant to agreement among m e n  or tnrougn 
an international organization, shall, be jointly and severally responsible onaer «¿-is 
Convention.
Article 15

All disputes arising out of the interpretation or application oi tL̂ .̂  Uonre.io^o.. 
shall be settled in accordance with the provisions of Article 39 hereunder.

rowers o.
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The International Sea-oed Authority is empowered:
(1) to explore the International Sea-bed Area and exploit its resources for peace! -*1 

purposes by means of its own facilities, equipment and services, or ouch as 
procured by it for the purpose;
(2 ) to issue* licences to Contracting Parties, individually or m  groups, or to 
persons, natural or juridical, under its or their sponsorship witn respect to oil 
activities of exploration of the International Sea-bod Area and the exploitation of 
its resources for peaceful purposes, and related activities, subject to suen toms 
and conditions, including the payment of appropriate fees ana other cnarges, as m e  
Authority may determine;
(3) to provide for the equitable sharing by Contracting Parties of raw materials 
obtained from the International Sea-bed Area, funds received from the sale tnoreoi, 
and all other receipts, as well as scientific information and such o m a r  oene^its ao 
may be derived from the exploration of the International Sea-oed Aren and tuc 
exploitation of its resources;
(l) to establish or adopt in consultation, and where appropriate, m  collaoorat-Lon 
with the competent organ of the'united dations, and witn tne specialized 
concerned, measures designed to minimize ana eliminate mucmc.ixO.: cm prio•-.-:> Ox 1 .̂*̂  
minerals and raw materials that may result from the 0:cp±0ita1 1 0 n o_ mve reoOijcti 
thc International Sea-bed Area, and any adverse economic si fee -



(5 ) to encourage and assist research on the development and practiced appl-i.cno^on c_ 
scientific techniques for the exploration of the International Sea-oed Area ana tnc 
exploitation of its resources, and to perform any operation or service useful m  suer, 
research;

A/AC.133/33
page 6

; * i ± ̂  ̂ 'Vices, ecuipmon an(6 ) to make provision in accordance with this Convene: 
facilities to meet the needs of research, on and development and practical applicable 
of scientific techniques for the exploration of m e  i

nd practical applica-
onal Sea-bed Area are

exploitation o: occurcos peaceful purpo;
(7 ) to foster the exchange of scientific and tocmical information on the peaceful 
uses of the International Sea-bod Area and its resources;
(8 ) to promote and encourage the exchange and training of scientists and experts 
the field of exploration of the sea-bed and the exploitation 0 1 its resources;
(9 ) to establish oceanographic institutions on a regional basis for tne training Oj. 
nationals of developing countries in all aspects of marine science and bocnnology;
(1 0 ) to provide, upon request, technical assistance and experts for the use of 
developing countries in oceanographic exploration and exploitation;
(11) to establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that materials, servie 
equipment, facilities and information made available by the Authority or. at its reque 
or under its supervision or control are not used in such a way as to further any 
military purpose;
(12 ) to establish and adopt, in consultation and, where appropriate, in collaoorabio.. 
with the competent organ of the United Nations and with the specialised agencies 
concerned, standards of safety for protection of iioaitn and minimizabion ox aangci 
life and property, and the protection of the marine environment as a wnolo, and to 
provide for the application of those standards to its own operations as veil as bO an­
other operations authorized by it or under its control or supervision;
(1 3 ) to acquire or establish any facilities, plant and equipment useful in «ne carry - 
out of its authorized functions;
(ll) to take any action necessary to give effect to tne provisions cl tins bor./or.biG.. 
Article 17

In carrying out its functions, the international -ea—oeu -ribnon«y shall.
(l) conduct its activities 
United Nations to promote pc 
policies of the United Untie
disarmament and in conformity with any intornational agreements entered into

accordance with the purposes and principles of the
and inter-national co-operation, and in conformity wi

furthering tno estaoiis.unerio o. safe 'uarded worldwic 0

,o suoii policies;
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(2) estaclash •.'eni-rcl over the use 03? materials obtained by the Authority in order * 
ensure tool An so macorini0 are used onl.; for ponceCul nurposos;
(3) olio euro ail oonefii.s derived iron the exploration of the International Sea-bed 
*--re.i and too exploitation cl i to re no ur cor, in such a manner an 10 secure the greatest 
possible general benefit in all areas of 
interests and needs of the developing cot 
( i )  so oral a

acrid, taking into particular considera' 
’\0,, io;P_inr>vrt or eoactal' \LKJ o* »0 j v.'.» w . • vn* x J  v*V w x <*+ v-/ v k. ^

»oiably of the Unit 
Nations on matter

within the competence of
fliiu.yx-xi,; b/,cia.-o oiiotLLo a n  so questions that are within the competence of the Security 
council, tne Authority shall notify the Security Council, as the organ bearing ■■ the mai 
respons1 oil1 ty tor tuo maintenance of international peace and security.
Membershin 
Article IS

¿D U»ni~L U ± w J l c on j ,  0 j  cio 0 ivitic5 annual 1 y to fh.j Arenerai
to the other organs of the uni

nee of those organs :; if in connexion with

Membership of the internafienai Son-bod i i U  t ;ion x - , r
l / hall be

of ti:e Contrae tiy y  P o v  
— " - j ties of J -  t .  • _  p

c  i i o .  3 \j  0 invention shall CO'TOn  3 e the

q•
p0

O  G O .  t C S  c l 3 may. be invi.ted by the members 0 1 tiis Ant;hority a:
inviiration.
Or.eari s  of the An.t borii'T

Article 19
1,-L; i ho principal organs of the Authority shall oc trie Assembly, the v o un c 1 1 , a na un e
icrotanat hcaaeu by thio Sccretary-doneral':

m s , an03( 2 )  Tne A.it.iorii.y ana each 0 1 its organs may establish such subsidiary c 
suoh nil Co, ano. determine tneir scncomles of meetings, as may be necessary to carry ou 
the 1 undamencad. aims enumerated in Artic3. 0 2 ,
The Assembly
Article 20 •
(l) iue Assemoly shall be the supreme organ of the authority and shall be comoosed of 
nil nomoers of tne .•I’i'dionty;'
\2j macii memocr shall have not more than throe representatives who nay bo assisted by 
advisers in the Assembly;
(3; The Assembly may discuss any question or any matter within the scope of the 
Authority or relating to its powers and functions and may formulate recommendations tc 
the Council on any matter related to the Authority?s fundamental aims;
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s budics designed to ad vaneo tho fund canon tal aims of the
W  Lv »-• _L  u  O

(l) The As serial; nay 
Authority or to carry
(5) The Acsonbly shall approve the Authority's budget.
[6) ‘The Assembly shall receive and consider biannual and special reports from the 
Council and the Secretary-General.

21L T**f ~ ̂U  __w

fije Assembly shall moot in ordinary session every ti;o years, Mxtraor *2 O O O -L s

,.nvo ̂ la.jority oT tr.e r.;o:no2rs c:nay be convened at the request of the Council or of 
the Ass embay.
Article 22

The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure, until such time as it docs 
SO, the rules of procedure of the General Assembly of the United Nations .shall apply
mentis mutandis.
Article 23

• The Assembly shall elect its President and Vice-President at the beginning of each 
session.

r -\« y\ • n  *
_L . . U v ' X i b . L i  * 2 3

Article 2L
Vl) The Council shall consist of 18 members elected by the Assembly and shall include 
not less than 3 land-locked States. Members serving on the Council shall be selected 
with duo regard to geographic distribución;
(2) Substantivo decisions of the Council shall bo made by a tuo-third majority vote of 
its members. Procedural decisions (including the question v/hat is a substantive 
decision) shall be made by a simple majority vote;
(3) Terms of office for members of the Council shall bo three years. Members may 
serve successive terms;
(h) The United Nations General Assembly.shall conduct the first election; subsequent 
elections shall be conducted by the Authority's Assembly,
Article 25

The Council shell meet at least twice a year.
Article 26

The Council shall elect a Chairman from among its members to servo for the first 
monta. Thereafter the Chairmanship shall rotate among the members of the Council in 
alphabetical order.
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.LO
bave as j l ì i  heroin pro vi eoa,
1 p on

-b ,-n ourcn oliali aaopr its ov/n rules oi procedure.

(1) The Council shall be tho executive organ of the Authority and shall execute policy 
decisions of the Assembly;
(2) Bet./eon sessions of ¿he Assembly, the Council shall take sues adni ni 31 r at ave ana 
technical decisions as may be necessary within the f/¿.actions and financial resources of
-A V O xX U jTI w _L A. L’̂y y and shall report the d
the Assembly1s following session, for
Arte.eie 29
(l) The Council shall be responsible for the promulgation of rules and regulations 
pertaining to the following subjects:

(a) Issuing of licence;.; for tho exploration of the arc a 5

(d )
licences;

-v r . o  *. 0 t  m

solO JL uil tion of 'C '' resour cos of the
as provided }yr' the terras 0 1 the
,( v .) M ’ • l/w 1LS >

'mOsmina uiô i x r<sm sea-bed activi tie
•» /pnjT. tq s ansi.‘ 0 from expleration ;
.u ̂ . 0 0 reso ur cos; m.c*. l/_

'Oilcc v/ith mari: re sou,r co s from. ac­

me e 1̂ 0 develop:Lng sourtries to ino:
eonaucrceci m  xnc area;

(g) Provision of technical assistance to developing countries 00 increase 
their capabilities to participate in activities related to the area;

(h) Inspection of exploration and exploitation' activities in relation to 
the area and its resources;

(i) Arbitral procedure for the settlement of disputes; Y**'

Ì j) laid such, other matters as the Assembly may author! s:
(2) The Council shall issue licences for exploration or exploitation cf the area and

criteria as may be laid a run by tin Assembly,
(3) Regulations issued by the Council shall take ei’fect on dates specified by the 
Council and may be revoked only by the Council or tho Assembly.
(l) Regulations issued by tho Council may specify, but arc not limited to, such matters
as
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(a;

(b)
( c )

( d )

The minimum and maximum areas in which explore.cion or exploitation
righto shall be 
Tiro limits for
1 ^  1  JU U a . 1 ^  V.X a. C.X ho v

^ y, i . v. o ,

xionts noon which ths grants are ba
aynonts to oo mao.o to tnc Authority;

(e) Rules to be observed in order to rJ.nirn.zo interference v;ith navigation, 
fishing and other marine activities, submarine cables, and pipelines; and

(f ) An t i ~po11utio n s t and ards.
(5) The Council shall have the Authority subject to Article 21 to remind or suspend a 
licence of any member who violates its conditions.
(6 ) Opportunities to apply for licences and information aoout all licences and 
information about all licences allocated shall be publicized to all States and to the 
Press.
Article 30

Individual States or groups of States receiving licences may themselves engage m  
authorized activities, or they may transfer their rights to individuals or to private 0 

public enterprises within their jurisdiction. They may not, however, transfer tneir 
rights to other States without the consent of the Authority. _ States receiving licences 
remain responsible for the performance of their conditions.
The Secretariat

(l) The Secretariat shall consist of a Secretary-General elected by tne Assembly ana
such staff as the Authority nay require.
(2) The Secretary-General shall prepare the Authority1s budget and shall present it 
•the Council which shall then submit it, with its recommendations, to the Assenoiy tor 
its approval.

U )

The Secret ary-Gc nor al shall report 0 1.
• to propose items for the agenda 0 £» 4-

The S 0 c re t ary-G0nor al shall servo for
red 'by the As sombly. -

The S e c r c t a ry - G c n e r al may, subject to
may bo nocos sary bo carry out the aims of tj
(6 ) Members of the - r  „  f*o*i. , designated by tie
tinos, have access •;■,o the installati0ns, fa>icilities, ana activities 0 1 memoirs 
to the area and its resources, for inspection and enforcement purposes.
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Art id, 3?
The Authority shall e •'-operate with the United Motion;-?, the specialised agencies, 

and other agencies related to the United Nations, in carrying out its functions, 
especially in those areas where previously existing agencies are already conduction
S i/p H J-a . 3-CCI,r* o Tf iT O mi*DL j- .10*o i ^ O v i r i : ^  wo G.'.O 3.3TOCI i  u i  1 G S D u i  u L h  *

i-covonv.c - or:
;lc 33

(1) Members of the Authority engaged in exploring and 'exploiting the area ana its 
resources or who have authorized such activities to be carried out witnm their 
jurisdiction agree to pay whatever monies are due to the Authority according to scale 
established by the Council and specified in each licence.
(2) After adi'.iinistrative costs and the costs of the Authority’s oun programmes arc 
net, income received by the Authority shall bo made available, on the basis of 
equitable sharing to be determined by the Assembly, to member States for their

(3 )

Article 31.

.opneiit.
Until the Authority becomes se!
-PS 0 1 tI ID Authority in conform

(1 ) ?or "ChO purposcs speCl_ 1 od in Article 33 (2 ) 4-he Authority 3hall cstablish a
Dis 0 X* Ì vj t.1 ■ion a xooncy ana a •Sta.bili zation Board.
(2 ) The Distribution Agency shall be composed of tt- •>■*ec t0 five porso;is appo-t_ r> ty
the 21L) oCi.;.bly vhoso tasx will be to assess nil the i one avallable to Gho Authority 1 for
the sale of :‘‘OS/ ma oi/ r.ials , - ron lie0 1 J.O t.. _L O h3 »0 y royaltios and any ther Charge 3 or
payment 0  ̂ yiG.4. .*1 » on ..the ba sis • of such a3SOSS3'lG2lt, to reCO'P’ 1 on - -, t\A 0 y 0ho sonbly tho equitàble
shnring 0•L S Gick..income ret■3U1 monoor s according .L: .0 invorso r0 0io of their respoetiVC
contricuti Dll:-5 t0 the annual bw cl vet of the Unitcd /"ntions. In t.no caso of me:moors of
4-1, ~uhC AutliOrityr u!no ar0 not Mombers 0f the United Natio■I 0 their 3-1 v*o 0 r inco:me shall be'
GO bermined by <" G.1he Agoncy according to tuoir stage 0.4> deve!Isomerw « •Jrr appi’:oval by
the Assembly of its r 0 •j ̂r.Tmenda si on3 , t ve a gene pi

J S 0 1 1 suporvise *r0.no 'listribùtion of
suea income.

Article 33
(l) In exorcise of the powers confer 
a Stabilization hoard.

in dirti cl _ 1 / t0 J.G ;/•" } :0  . * u t j J I' I  o  r* ri 0*1 "j c) ■» a .  ». j  o  1 «  g '1 .  *

I Ah' , 1 ' i<s
I

, u

f £*f

¿ 0 /  i'tt/C - • ) r y ^ U j
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(2 ) The Stabili:nation Board shall bo c.ompo 5Cu Ox oi'»roc t :> five persons appointed by t'
-isse;:tbly whoso t:isk will bo to invostig ate one cur■reat conditions of supply ana demand
and 'the price rat:os regarding rav; mater;ials 0 otam.cd from the international sea-bed an;

go Q c  '' fi 1 i c.  ̂ \r,^/t o i r ' C "^ *-> O -. *U*-_i.._i- k-/>w U _L^wL»L< U*.i ¿Li i*4̂ iCc<

o *  t * i"', v-\ *n /~\ -> — —-  : -\
U j , C » * * V ^  Oi.-.'w' 1 * \_x O  vA <̂J U l i

b:ioso obtained on lane. The Board shall have the power to fix one price rates at which 
shall co sold all raw raterials obtained from the International Sea-bod Area and to 

wC-L ..¿ine x;.o qaaiiui ncs oi suen materials which may at any given tine be sold or r.ade 
avanaole to those e.esiring then, In considering what price« s'*«n 
quanta ne s  snail oe sola or m a o  avoilaole, the Board sh 
world community for raw materials and the need for stability of the economies of the
proQueers 01 lana minerals, particularly v/hen such producers are among the developing 
countries.
Article 36

Ii a dispute arises between the agency or the Board and a member or group of 
members regarding cue distribution of income or the price or the marketing of raw • 
materials obtained iron tnc International Soa-bcd Area, such dispute shall be settled 
according to the procedure set out in Article 39 (2 ).
Headquarters and Regional Centres 
Article 37
\l) xn oracr to fulfil its role the Authority shall establish and maintain in addition 
°° a headquarters, four regional sub-headquarters or centres for the direction of 
s ~a.enoij.ic training and rose area programmes and the performance of such administrative 
functions as nay bo assigned by the Authority.
( 2 j  1  l i e  location oi tne neadouarters shall be in and ci
the regional sub-headquarters or centres shall b e ............................ and

Local Personality 
Article 38
(1) The Authority shall have legal personality and may sue or be used in its own name.
(2 ) Staff members of the Authority when engaged in the execution of its functions, sha 
havo in tnc country of eacn nemoor such privileges and immunities as may be necessary f 
the performance of their duties.
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/ (l) ■:'ho members a>tree tha t revy dio 0 k.l e» O h va'• > V',,rvmr in re • r  r  -v* mV V-i y.-s •‘• h o  0 ‘ » UaaO meaning or C: 1G

' scope of a licene VjV.ICH canno t be settled by nogotiation, no Ciiation 0 “A O V» X Cw. bisrati on

’ shall be io d v_a CL t t Od for de ~w *— -O a- O -j- •J 11 u O the Inse mattonai ,*~T ^
0  C Lei of Justice.

( 2 )  .Iny dispute between the Aut Ivor*ity and a member shall be subili s ted J-l -negosia,sion.

mediaioior1 U 1 U4. - LOration S* ̂ * 1 uO ui.0 national Cours 0f 0 u.3  od.CG »

Suspension
Artide Aj
(1) ' If any member is found by the Assembly to persist in a policy that is contrary .0  

the fundamental aims of the Authority or 00 the Charter of tie United Nations, -se 
Assembly may, by a resolution adopted by a majority of do-triads of members present 
and voting, suspend such member from exercising the rights and enjoying one primleg^s 
of membership.
(2) The suspension shall remain in force until a change, of such policy is recognizee 
by the Assembly.
Withdrawal 
Article ¿1

Any member may withdraw from the Authority on the expiry of one year's nocico m  
writing to the Secretary-General. A member withdrawing shall be liable for assessments 
on a arc rata basis up to the- time the withdrawal coco;..os 0 1 j-e^ui^c.
Less of Votina Privileges 
Article L2

A member which is in arrears in the payment oT its financial contriouoion A, one 
Authority's expenditure shall bo deprived of the privileges onjoyea by the meuocrs oj. 
voting in the Assembly or Council if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the 
amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding two financing years.
Languages 
Article ¿3

The official language of the Authority shall be English, kronen, Spanisn ana 
Russian. The working languages of the regional suo-hoadcuarsers or centres may ^of the regional suo— ioacquar

seers i:; the area concerned.
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A r t i c l e

o-iic uoircractin^ * armies snail review this-Statute every five years. The Statute
nay bo amended by cons 

"'erce
v̂ v/O 0*12.1. G S  O x  G iiG  n 0 m o o r s  «

.1»;. o :  >' x ; *  o'

This Convention shall enter into force when ratified b y .......... States.

I
I
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