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CHAPTER I
INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED AREA
Section 1
Delhn%tation of the International Sea~bed Ares

Article 1 - Delimitation

(1) The national jurisdiction of a coastal State shall

extend to an adjacent area of the Sea-bed and the ocean floor and
the sub-soil thereof, including its resources, to a water depth of
rev mElres. A coastal State may, however, in its discretion,
Ceclare that its jurisdiction over such area and its resources
extends, regsrdless of depth, to a line, every point of which is

rot more than ..... miles from the nearest points on the base-lines,
from which the breadth of its territorial sea is measured. / Cover

effect of desp trenches on the depth criterion /.

(2 Each Contracting Party shall notify to the internationaA
S.a~bed Authority, established pursuant to Article ..... of this
Coavention, the limit of its nstional jurisdiction over the adjasenc
arez ol the sea-bed and tnevocean floor and the sub-soil thereof,
including its resources, defincd by co-ordinates of latitude and

longzitucde and evidenced by appropriate large-scele maps.

() The International Sea-bed Authority may take such steps
at .lay be necessary, in collaboration with the notifying Stnte, to

verily the contents of such notification.



(&) A Contracting Party may vary its national jurisdiction
within the limits prescribed by paragraph 1 of this Article upon notice
to the International Sea-bed Authority, such notice to take effect

three months after receipt of such notification by the suthority.

(5) Nothing ir this Article shall affect any agreement or
prejudice the position_of any Contracting Party with respect to the
delimitation of boundaries of sea-bed areas between opposite or

adjacent States. Vo

Section 2

Status of the International

Sea~bed Area and its resources

The sez-bed and the ocean floor and the sub-soil thereof
ancd its resources lying beyond the limits of natiohal jurisdiction,
as defined in paragraph 1 of this Article (hereinafter called the
International Sea-bed Area) is the common heritage of mankind and'

shall, as such, be subject to the regime hereinafter set forth.
irticle 3 i

The Intemational Sea-bed Area shall not be subject to
appropriation by any mcans by Statcs or persons, natural or Juridical,:
and no State shall claim or c¢xercise sovereignty or sovereimn rights

over any part thercof.
Article &

No State or person, natural or juridical, shall claim,
exercise or acquire, rights with respect to the International Sea-bed
Arca or its resources incompatible with thé provisions of this

/

Canvention.



Article 5

re

Tpe International Sea-bed Area shall be open to use, il
exclusively for peageful purposes, by all States, whether coastal or
land-locked, without discrimination in accordance with the provisions

'
[ }

of this Convention.

A rticle 6

All petivities regarding exploration and exploitation of the
resources of the.international Sea-bed Area, and other related activities,
shall be subject to regulstion by the International Sea-bed suthority,
established pursuant to Article ..... of this Convention, and shall in

all respects be governed by the provisions of this Convention.

Section 3

Basic princdiples applicabls to

the International Sea-bed Area

3
Article 7

Thoféxblo}ation of the International Sea-bed Area and the
exploitation of its resourees shall Bé car§ied'out for the benefit of
mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographicadk Lcation of
States, whether land-loeized di csaétal, and taking into particular

consideration the interests and needs of the developing ecountdries.
< Article 8

* States shall act in the area in accordance with the
applicgble principles and ruies of international law including the
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on Principles of
Int,ernationasl Law concerning Friendl& itelationg and Co-operation among
States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by
the General huaﬁrblv on 24 October. 1970, in the interephs of mdlntalninﬂ

internatioral peace and sceurity and promoting international co-

operation and mutual understanding.



Articie 9

All activities in the marine environment shall be eonducted
. L
with reasonable regard for exploration and exploitation of the resources

of the International Yea-bed iArea.
Article 10

Exploration and exploitation of the resources of the
International Sea-bed.Area must not result in any unjustifigble

interference with other activities in the marine environment.

Article 11

i

All activities in the Internationa} Sea~bed Area shall be
conducted with strict and adequate safeguards for protection of

i & -t

human life and safety of the marine environment.

Article 12

A1l activities of cxploration ard exploitation of the resources
of the Area and other related activities shall be conducted by or on

behalf of the International Sea-bed Authority, o by o Costracting Party or

group of Contracting Parties or natural or juridical persons under its
. : % ($] 2
or their sponsorship, all subject to the general supervision and’ control

of the Internationgl Sea-bed suthority,

Article 13 .

(1) Each Contracting Party shall take appropriate measures to ensure
that those conducting sctivities under its sponsorship comply with this

Convention.

(2) . Each Contraetinz Party shall make it an offence for those
conducting activities under its sponsorship in the International Sea-bed
Lrez to violate the provisions of this Convention.l Such offences shall
be puaishawvle in accordance with adninistrative or judicial procedures

. ' 03 . - - 3
established by the Contracting Party sponsoring such activitles.



(3) Each Contracting Party shall boe responsible for maintaining
» oA

pablic order on maxred installations and equipment operated by it or

those sponsored by i,

(4) BEach Contracting Party shall be responsible for damages caused
by activities which it sponsors, to any other Contracting Party or

its nationals,

(5) A group of States acting together, parsuant to agreement among

them or through an international organisation, shall be jointly and

severally responsible under this Convention. s

Article 14

All disputes arising out of the interpretation or application
of this Convention shall be settled &n accordance with the reovigions of
Chapter ..... (to cover (1) inter-State disputes, and (2) disputes

between ISA and a member State).
CHAPTER II
INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED AUTHORITY K
Section 1

Establishment and Functions

Article 15 - Eotablishment

There is hereby established the Intérnational Sea=bed .

Authority (hereinafter called the Authority).

irticle 16 - Scat of the Authority

4

() The seat of the Authority shall be at eeeeevec.ss The seat may
oG moved to another place by deoision of the Assembly adopted by a

majority of twa-thirds of its manbers.

(2) The Authority may establish such recional centres or offices as

1t deums necessary for the performance of its functions.

- .



Article 17 - Fundamental aimg

(1) The fundamental ains of the Authority shall be to provide for
the orderly and safe development and ;ational managgZement of the .
Internationgl Sea-bed Area, and its resources and for expanding
opportunities in the use thereof, and to ensure the equitable sharipg by
Contractiqg Parties in the benefits derived therefrom, taking into

particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing

countries, whether land-locked or coastal,

(2) In pursuing these aims, the Authority shall pay particular
attention to the desirability of minimizing fluctuations of prices of
‘ \
land mirerals and raw materials that may result from the exploitation

of the resources of the International Sea-bed Area, and any adverse

economic cffects causod thercby.

Section 2

Functionsiof the Authority

Lrticle 18
The Authority is empowered :

(i) to explore the International Sea-bed Area agnd exploit its
resources for peaceful purpoces by means of its own facilities,
equipment and services, or such as are procured by it for the

purpose;

(ii) to issue licenées to Contracting Parties, individually or in
groups, or to persons, natural or jurigical,uunde: its or their
sporsorship with respect to all activities of exploration of the
Internatiocnal Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its resources
for peaceful purposes, and related activities, subject to such
terms and conditicus, incluging phe payment of aR?ropriate fees

and other charges, as the Authority may determine;



£

(iii) to provide for the equitable sharine by Contracting Parties of

(iv)

raw material§ obtained from the International Sea-bed Area, funds
rcocived from the salo.éhcroof, and all other receipts, as woll
as scientific informgtion and such other benefits as may be
de;iVed from the exploration of the International Sea-bed Area

'

and the exploitation of its resources;

to establish or adopt in consultation, and where appropriate, in

collaboration with the competent organ of the United Nations, and

with the specialised agencies concerncd, measures designed to

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(1)

minimise and eliminate fluctuation of prices of land minerals
and raw materials that may result from the exploitation of the
resources of the International Sea~-bed Area, and any adverse

economic effects caused thereby;

to encournge and assist research on the development and practical
application of scientific techniques for the exploration of the
International Sea-bed Area and the exploitation of its resources,

and to perform any operation or service useful in such research;

to make provision in accordance with this Convention for services,
equipnent and facilities to meet the neecds of research on and
development and practical application of scientific techniques
for the ekploratién of the Inteynational Sea-bed Area and the

exploitation of its resources for peaceful purposes;

to foster the exchgnge of scientific and technical information

.on the peaceful uses of the International Sea-bed Area and its

resoeCes ;

to promote and cncourage the exchange and training of scientists
and experts in the field of exploration of the Sea-bed and tho

exploitation of its resourccs;

to establish and administer safemuards designed to ensure that

materials, services, equipment, facilities and information made



available by the iuthority or at its request or under its
supervision or control are not used in Such a way as to further

any military purpose;

(x) to establish and adopt, in consultation and, whcre appropriate,
in collaboration with the competent organ of the United Nations
and with the specialised afencies cénccrned,'standards of safety
for protection of health and minimisation of danger to life and
property, and the protection of the marine environment as a wnole,
aﬁd to provide for the application of these standards to ips own

operations as well as to all other operations authorised by it

or ander its control or supervision;

(xi) to acquire or establish any facilities, plant and equipment

useful in the carrying out of its~suthorised functions; - s .

(xii) to take any other action necessary to give offect to the -

provisions of this Convention. .

irticle 19
In carrying cut its functions, the Authority shall :

(1) conduct its activities in accordance with the purﬁOSes and
principles of the United Nations‘to pfémote peace and interngticaal
co-operation, and in confofmity with policies Qf the Unitead R
Nations furthering the establishment of safeguarded world—&ide

disarmament and in conformity with any international agreements

entered into purzuan® to such policiegé .

(ii) establish control over ths use of materials obtained by the
Authority in order to ensure that these materials are used only

for peaceful purposes;

(434} allocate all bencfits derived from the exploration of the
International Sca-bed Areca and the exploitation of its resources
in such a manner as to sceure the greatest possible rencral
benefit in all areas of tho world, talking into particular

consideration interests and necds of the developing countrice,
|



whether land-locked or coastal;

(iv) submit reports on its activitieé annually_toAthe General Assembly
‘of the United Nations and, when appropriate, to the Security Council:
if in comnection with the activitiés of the Authority there should
arise questions that are within the competehce of the Security'
Council, the Authority shall notify the Security Council, as the
organ bearing the main responsibility for the maintenance of |

intermational peace and security;

(v) submit reports to the Economic and Social Council and other organs

of the United Nations on matters within the competence of those 6rgans.

4drticle 20 - &Ixclasion of inco oXbde provisions.

In carrying out its functions, the Authority qhall rot subject
its members to any political, economie or other condltlons incompatible

with the provisions of this Convention.

Article 21 - Sovereignty of States

Subject to the provisions of this Convention, and to the terms
of agreements concluded between a Contraéting Party or group of Contracting
Parties and the Authority (which shall be iﬁ accordance with the provisions
of this Convention) and to any rules and regulations established or adopted
by the puthority, the goiivities of the Authority shall be carried out with

due observance of the soverecien rights of States.

Article 22 -~ Jurisdietion of the Authority

‘ : .
The Authority shall exerecise jurisdiction over the International
Sea-bed Area and its resources, for the purpose of performing its functions

and giving effect to the provisions of vias Convention.

Adrticle 23 -~ Sovercisa eauzlity of States

The Authority is hased onr the prineiple of the sovereign cquality
of al_l Ol its mem b(,I‘S, and all ["L("xnbbro, in OI‘\J.OI‘ tOo anuroe ta all of them |

the rights and benefits rcesulting from membership, shall fulfil in good



faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with this Convention.

Article 24 - Principal organé of the Authority

The principal organs of theiAuthqrity shall be an Assembly, a

e

Council, a Tribunal and a Secretariat.

-

" Section 3
The Assembly

Article 25

|
[

The Assembly shall COHS?St of repregen?gti?es of all Contraoting
Parties and shall meet:iﬁ'regaiarJZZhnual7 session and in such special
sessions as may be determined by the Assembly or convened by its President,
or convened by the Secretary General at the request of the Council or of a

ma jority of members of the Assembly. The sessions shall'take place ab the

seat of the Authority unless otherwise determined by the Assembly. 

-

Article 26

AL such scasions, vach Contracting Party shall have one
representative who may be accompanied by alternates and by advisers. Tho

cost of attendance of.any declegation shall be borne by thé member concerned.

Article 27

The Assembly shall elect a President and such other officers as
may be required at the beginning of each.session. They shall hold office
for the duragtion of the session. The Assembly shall, subject to the

provisions of this Convention, adopt its own rules of procedure.

/rticle 28

(1) Each Coritracting Party shall have one vote. Decisions pursuant

to Articles ......... shall be mgde by a majority of two-thirds of the
votes cast. Decisions on other questions, including the determination of
AadAiticual Groslivmo vr vytodonrioa of an;st;inns to be decided by a two~third

majority, shall bc made by a majority of the votes cast.



(2) " A majority of members shall constitute a quorum.

(3) The Assembly may establish, by a majority of two-thirds of
its members, a procedure whereby the -President may seek a vote of the
Assembly without convening a meeting of the A;sembly. The véte shall be
considered valid oniy'if the majofitj of the members of the Assembly cast

t

their votes within the time limit fixed by the said procedure.

Article 29 -

The Assembly may discuss any questions or matters within the
: ) .
scope of this Convention or relating to the powers and functions of any
organs provided for therein, and make recommencations to the membership
of the Authority, or to the Counéil,‘or to both on ény sach questions

or matters,
ArticlevBO
The ASSembly shgll :
(i) elect the meﬁbers of the Council in accordance with Article vere eel
Z?ii) approve States for membership in accordance witp Article cessse /s

(iii) suspend a member from the privileges and rights of membership
in accordanse with Article ;..... 3
(iv) oonsider the annual report of the Council;
i ’
(v) in accordance with Article «..... approve the budget of the
Authority recommended by the Council, or return it with
recommendations as to its entirety or. Parté to the Council

for re-submission to the Assembly;

(vi) approve reports to be submitted to the United Nations pursuant
to any relationship agrecmont between the Authority and the United

Nations, or return them to the Council with its recommendations;

(vii) approve any agrecment or ggreements between the Authority anrd.tihe



United Nations ‘and other organisation as provided in Article oe.ee
or return such'agfeements with its recommendations to the Council

for re-submission to the Assembly ;

'

(viii) approve rules regarding the exércisc of borrowing powers by the -

Council in.accordance with Article .....

(ix) apbrOVe rules relating to the equitable sharing by States of benefits of
the Internatioﬁal Sca=-bed Area and the exploitation of itS'resgurces
taking into particwlar considefation the interests and needs of
the develdping countries, whether land-locked or osastal, in

accordance with Article s.... ;

i

(x) approve”rules for the issue of li¢ences for the exploration of the
International Sea~bed Area and the exploitation of its resources
including the payment of appropriate fees and other charges in

accordance with Article sveees ;

(xi) to approve rules regarding the acceptance of voluntary

‘contributions to the Authofiﬁy;

«+(xii) to approve amendments to this Convention in acoordance with
i
Article ..ee. ; 1 ‘

N & sl S swp . T s .
(xiii) to approve the appointment of the Secretary General in accordance

with Article veve. o A A
Article 3¢
The pssembly shall have the authority :

(i) to take decisions on any matter specifically referred to the

Asscmbly by the Council;

© (i1) to propose matters for consideration by the Council and request
from the Council reports on any matter relating to the functions

of the Council.



Section 4
The Council

Composition of the Council and representation = the Chairman -
Powers and functions of the Council.
Meetings ~ voting rights - exclusion of Yeto or preferentigl or

concurrent voting schemes ~ special voting procedure.

Section 5
The Secretariat

The Secretary General. ‘
Election of Sec}etary General = term of office - ingbility to act
_or vacation of office.

Secretary General to be principal officer and legal representgtive

.

of the Authority. . : e
Section 6
The Tribunal

Composition - jurisdiction - decisions ~ interim measures - enforcement.

Section 7 _
Subsidiary organs

Establishment of sound operational rules and practicea - inspection
of operations - administration of benefit-sharing -
economic measures, e.g. price fluctuations. |

Section 8

Financing of the Authority

Sources of funds, including borrowing powers, voluntary

contributions, &c.



Section 9
Status, immunities and privileges

Full international legal personglity ~ Authority's privileges and
immunitics in member States - immunities and privileges of
representatives of the Secretariat.

Section 10

Relationship with other Organisations

.CHAPTER .III
BENEFIT~SHARING
Seetion 1
Revenues and other receipts
Seetion 2 .

Raw Materials
Section 3

Scientific information (Declaration: para. 10)

CHAPTER IV
EXCHANGE AND TRAINING

Services, equipment and facilities.

CHAPTER V
ECONOMIC STABILIZATION MEASURES

Control of price fluctuation -~ (compensptory financing?) -

collgboration with other organisations.



CHAPTER VI

PROJECTS OF THE AUTHORITY

|
Exploration and exploitation, and related activities, by the Authority
or organised or sponsored by the Authority at the request of one or

more Contracting Parties.

CHAPTER VII

MISCELLANEOUS

Right of coastal States to take emergency measures in the event of
pollution damage or threat thereof (Declaration, paragraphs 12, 13(b)).

(Any other subject not covered elsewhers).

4

CHAPTER VIII
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

(Inter-State disputes; disputes between the Authority and a member)

CHAPTER ~IX

AMENDMENTS AND REVISION

CHAPTER X

DEFINITIONS

CHAPTER XI

FINAL PROVISIONS

Signaturg = ratification - implementing legislation = colonial
clauses ~ denunciation - suspension ~ depositary functions. The

agreement to be open to all States, with multiple depositaries,

if necessary.
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wvith the Stacute that follows:

(1) The fundamentel aims of the Authority shall be to provide for the orderly and sale

development and rational manzgement ol the sea-bed and ocean floor and subsoil thereol,

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction-and-its resources and for expanding
if

opportunities in the use thereof and shall ensure the eguitable sharing by States in tl.e

tion the lﬁtereSVS and needs

p)

benefit derived uhereLrom, taking into particular conside
£ the developing countries, whether landlocked or coa

(2) In pursuing these aims, the Authority shall pay particular attentlon to the

desirability of minimizing fluctuations of prices of land minerals and raw materials

that nmay result from t“e exploitation of the resources of the area

(1) The national jurisdiction of a coastal State shall extend to an adjacent area of

(o)
-
B
S
Q
[
o
£
H
o

the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereo

5

water depth of eee.e... metres. A coastol State may, in 1ts di

9}

cretion, declare
its jurisdiction over such area and its resources extends to a line, every point ol
which is not more than +eeee.... miles from the nearest points on the base l&ueo, from
vhich the breadth of its tertritorial sea is measured.

(2) Each Contracting Party shall notify to the International Sea-bed Authority,

established pursuant to Article I of thnls Convention, the limit of its national

-

jurisdiction over the adjacent area of the sea-bed and the ocean Iloor and the subsoil
thereof, including its resources, defined by co-ordinates of latitude and long tude and

evidenced by appropriate large-scale rnaps

o)

(3) The International Sea-bed Authority may take such steps as may de necessary, in
collaboration with the notifying State, to verify the contents of such notification.
(L) Nothing in this Article shall affect any agreement or prejudice the position o

Contracting Party with respect to the delimitation of boundaries of sea-bed areas beiw

opposite or adjacent Staves.
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rules of internavional law ineluding the Charter of the United Nations and the
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Co-operation among States ia accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,

3 “anrd iy e Clasamra e, e . 19 R A 3 S Flha 4 oy oA
adopved by tne General Asscuioly on 24 Octover 1970, in the interests o

Article 11
Exploration and exploitation of the resources of the Internationszl Sea-bed Lrea
nust not resuwltv in any unjustifisble interference with other activities in the marine

All activities in the International Sea-bed Area shall be conducted with strict

.’_5
)

and adeguate safeguards for protection of human life and safety of the narine
environnent.
Article 13

All actuiviiies of exploration and exploitation of the resources of the Area and
other related activities shall be conducted by or on behalf of the International Sea-bed
Authority, or by a Contracting Party or group o
juridicel persons under its or their spons-rship, all subject to the generzl supervision

gnd control of the International Sea-bed Authoriiy.

(1) Each Contraciing Party shell tnke appropriate measurces to cnsure that those
conducting activitincs under its-sponsorship comply with this Convention.
(2) Zazen Contracting Party shall make it an offence for those condueting activities

-

under its spQHSO“slip in the Internaiional Sca-bed aArea to violatc the provisions o

or judicial procedures established by the Contracting Party sponsoring such

activities.
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