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OAK ISLAND

Who hes not dreasmed of buried treasure! Of
chests overflowing with jewelled trinkets from the
Orient, and hidebags bursting with gold moidors end
silver pleces of eight., It's such s plesssnt pipe dream,

And easily indulged in if you happen to live on Nova Scotia's
Atlentic seabosrd, Here, in whet is known as‘Mahone Bey,

1s ean island thet hes piqued the imeginastion of fireside
treasure hunters for close on to 200 yesrs. Ogk Islend =-
where the notorious Ceptein Kidd is supposed to hsave

hidden his sesschests, :

Aside from the phantasies, whst are the actusl facts?
‘Well the mein feact is thet Oek Islend i1s known to contein
underground men-made tunnels, some of them running down
to more than 200 feet. This has been known since 1795 when
two fermers, living on the island, naoticed e siight depression
in the gro'nd et the foot of & lesrge oegk tree, Digging down,
the two men discovered thet the soill had been previouslv worked
end that they were stending inx e refilled shaft.

The digging soon becsme too much for pick and shovel,

Eq ipment was needed, and money to buy it. For seversl yesars
the work was sbandoned. Then, in 1804, & compsny was formed,
one of many compeniesvthat heve underteken treasure-hunting on

Oek Islesnd, All went well until they reached the 90 foot level,
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end then - water burst into the tunnds and the water was
selt, They were now in conflict with the Atlentic Ocean
which wes standing guard over Captein Kidd's treasure.

And from then on, for the next 150 years, treasure-
hunters on Ogk Islend heve been facgd with this problem of
how to stop the ocesn from seeping into these und erground
workings,

Well todey, the hunt is being pursued very scientificelly
by e group of Cenedian end Americen businessmen who hsve
invested $500,000 to uncover the truth, once end for ell.
Triton Alliance Ltd. is the neme of the company, end the
men on the spot is Dan Blekenship, e 48 year old Miemi
contractor who is convinced thet he end his essociates
will eccomplish whet hundreds of sesrchers hesve been
uneble to do during the pest 175 yesrs - solve the ﬁystery
of Oek Island,

One thing Mr., Blenkenship is sure of. The treasure,
if there is one, wes not buried by Captein Kidd who was
e buccener for only five years, end certainly didn't have
enough men to build the maize of men-mede tunnels known to
exist on the island,

In 1949, similsr tunnels were uncovered on an island in
the West Indies, in Haiti, end they turned out to be an
underground benk veult used cooperatively by severallbands of
pirates end probebly dug with slesve lasbour, The main vault was
reeched by & vertical sheft, and the money pit was booby-trapped

with several»flood tunnels, as seems to haeve been done on Osk Island,
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The Triton Alliance group have uncovered further
evidence thet this might be the csse, A triangulsr-shaped,
sculptured stone hes been identified by the Smlthsonisen
Institute 1n Washington es identicel to those et the entrance
of piretes' communal benks in the Indies,

To get at the exact location of the flooded tunnels
they're now using dye tests., The dye is added to the water
in the various holes thet have been dug or drilled on the islend
end then & helicopter survey i1s conducted to see where the
colonred water comes ont to joln the sea water.

This pest fe8ll, shortly before the freeze-up in December,
they begen using a TV camers in their explorstions. The
cemera was lowered into the flooded tunnel, with lighting
equipment, and the results scenned on &8 monitor screen and
recorded on tape,

I saw some of these tapes, In one shot the submarine
televicsion cemers wes lowered 212 feet down the shaft into a
chember thet hed been dug into bedrock. The pictures were not
es sherp as the imege you see on your tv screen, it's difficult
to get proper lighting under water; but in one shot tpere were
the outlines of what appeered to be three chests or boxes, one
heving & hendle on the end end & curved top. Lying elongside
one of the boxes seemed to be some sort of tool, not unlike a
pick-axe, g 3

‘ A more gruesome revelation wes the eppearence on the monitor
of what may hsve been & humen hend, severed at the wrist, This
picture didn't seem to me too cleer, but experts consulted by

Mr, Blankenship say that it would be possible for humen flesh
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to be preserved, especially 1f it hsd been embedded in

cley, such &8s is found et great depths on Osk Islend,

Whet if they do uncover the secret of the flooded
tunnels? - and find thet the gold has slready been removed,
Mr, Blenkenship believes kkxk there could still be a fortune
in tourist potentiel, The islend might be deveioped into =
Disneylend for tressure seekers, Already a million doller
motel with & merine « Long Boast Inn = has gone up on the
meinlend nearby.

If 811 goes es plenned by Triton Allience Ltd., the
guests mev soon be teking & trip out to Osk Islend, to prowl
ebout in the tunnels end see where Ceptein Kidd and his cronies

did their benking,



	MS-2-689_44_18_001
	MS-2-689_44_18_002
	MS-2-689_44_18_003
	MS-2-689_44_18_004



