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Who has not dre ame d of buried trea su reJ Of 

chests overflowi ng with jewelled tri nkets from the 

Orient , and hidebegs bursting, with gold moidors end 

silver pieces o f ei ~ht . It ' s su ch a pleasant pipe dream . 

And easily 1 ndulged in if you happPn to 11 ve on Nova Sc otia ' s 

Atlantic seabo ard . Here , in what is known as Mahone Bay , 

i s an island that ha s piqued the i aginat i on of fireside 

t reasure hunt e rs for close on to 200 years . Oak Island -

where t he hotoriou s Captain . Kidd i s suppo e d to hav~ 

hi dden hi s sea,chests . 

Aside from the phsntssies , what are t he actu al f acts? 

· we ll t he main fact i s t ha t Oak Island is known to cont ain 

un ·erground man- mad e tunnels , some of t h em r unning down 

t o more than 200 feet . This has been known s i nc e 1795 whe n 

t wo farmers , living on the isl and , notice d a sligh t uepreas ·on 

i n thA p-ro11 nd e t th e - foot of a l a_rge oak tree. Di 17g ng down , 

t h e two men di sc overed that th "7 soil h d been prev ously worked 

and t h at t h ey wer e stand i ng inx a r efill ed shaft . 

The digging soon became too mu ch for pick and shove l . 

Eqiipment was needed, and ma ne~ to buy it . Fbr several years 

the work was abandone d. Then, in 1804 , a company was f o r med , 

one of many companies that have undertekm treasure-hu nting on 

/ 

Oa k Island . Al l went well until t h ey reached t h e 90 foot l evel, 
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ana then - water burst into the t unna: ana the water was 

salt. They were now in conflict with the Atlantic Ocean 
. 

which was standing gua r d over Cept ai~ Kiad 1 s treasure. 

And from then on , for the next 150 ye ars, treasure­

hunte rs on Oak Island h Rve b een f s eed with thi s problem of 

how to stop t he oce an fro m seeping into t hese um e r gr ound 

workings . 

We l today , t hP hunt ,i s bei ng pursued ve ry scientificall y 

by a group of Canad i an end Ame rican busine ssmen who have 

inves t ed $.500, 000 to uncover the tru th, once an d for all. 
,, 

Triton Alliance Ltd. is the na me of t he company , end th e 

man on the spot is Dan Blakenship, a 48 year old Mi mi 

contractor who is co nvinced that he end his associates 
( 

wil l ac compli sh wha t hundreds of searchers h ave b een 
/ 

unable to do during the pa st 175 years -- solve the mys t e ry 

of Oek Island. 

One thing Mr. Blank enshi p i sure of. The treasu r e , 

if thAre i. one , wes not buri P,d by Ce pt e n Kidd who was 

a buccaner for only five yea rs, end certa i nly didn 't have 

enough men to build the maize of man-ma de tunnels known ·to 

exist on the isl and. 

In 1949, similar tunnels were uncovered on en island i n 

the West Indie s , in Haiti , and they t 1rne out t o be an 

underground bank v ault used cooperatively by several bends of 

pira t es end probably dug with s lave labour. The main vault was 

reache d by a vertical shaft, and the money pit ·was booby-trapped 

with several flood tunnels , as seems to have bee n d~ne on Oak Isl and. 
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The Triton Al l iance group have u ncover ed furth~r 

_evidence t h t thi s mi~ht be the cese. A triangular-shaped , 

sculptured s to ne has beep identifi~d by t he Smi thsoni an 

Institute in Washington a s . identical to tho se at the entrance 

of pirates' communal banks in the I ndies. 
r 

To get at the exact location of t he flooded t unnels 

they ' re now u ing dye t ests . The dye is added t o t he water 

/ 

in the v arious holes that have be en u g or drille d on the island 
\ . 

end then a he licopter survey is conducted to see whe r e t h e 

col ou r ed wate r comes out to join the sea water. 

This p ast f ell, shortly be fore t he freeze-up n Decembe r, 

th ey b egan us ing a TV came ra in t he ir explorations. The 

camera was lowered into t he flooded t un,nel , with l ighting . 

equ ipment, and the re sults scanned on a monitor s creen end 

record~d on tape. 

I saw some of the se ta pes. 1 In one shot the submarine 

t e l evi sion c amera was lowered 212 f eet down the sh aft i nto a 

chamber t ha t bed b een dug into bedrock. The pictures were not 

es sh ar p as t he i mage you s ee on your tv screen, it 's diffi cult 

to get proper lighting unde r water; but in one shot th er e wer e 

the ou tlines of whet appeared to be three ches t s or boxes, one 

having a h andle on t h e end end a curved top. Lying alongside 

on of t he boxes seemed t o be some sort of tool, not unlike a 

pick-axe. 

A more gru esome reve lat i on was the appearance on the monitor . 

of what may heve been a huma n hand, severed a t the wrist . Thi s 

picture didn 't seem to me too clear, but expert s consulted by 

Mr. Blankenship say t ha t it would be poss ible fo r human flesh 
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to be preserved, especi ally if it h ad been embed9ed i n 

clay, such as is found a t great de pths on Oak Island. 

, Whe t if they do uncover tbe secret of the flooded 

tunnels i - and find thet the gold he's already been r emoved . 

Mr. Blenk~nshi p belie ves xkrt there could still be a fortune 

in t ourist pote ntial. The isl and might be developed into a 

Disneyland for tre asure seekers. Already a mil lion dollar 

motel with a marina - Long Boe t Inn - h as gone up on the 

mainland nearby. 

If al 1 go e s a.s planned by Tri ton Alliance Ltd., the 

guests may soon be t aking a trip out to Oak Island , to prowl 

about in the t unnels and see where Capta i n Kidd and his cronies 

did their banking. 

---
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