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2. 
E'OREVVORD 

It is a privilege to be asked to write a foreword 

to t his book, into the produc t ion of which t he au thor ha s 

put s o much t ime, thought and l ab our. So few have been the 

books written about t he medical service in the Great War, tha t 

this one, though belated, will be a valuable addition to the 

history of the war. Physicians a re, by training and tempera

ment, men of deeds, not words, and it is therefore inevitable 

that many -of tli.eir activities have gone un-noted and un-s ung. 

It is true t hat more than a score of years have 

elapsed s ince the war began, and i t may be said t hat interest 

in it has waned. But a good book on any s ubject is always 

welcome, and a good book written about t he late war will never 

be out of date. To t his class belongs t he present account of 

the doings of the organization known a s the First Canadian 

Casualty Clearing Station. 

That the book ha s been t he work of one who knew the 

unit "from the inside " , that i s , fro m t he orderly room as well 

as from t he parade ground and wards, ma kes it all t he mor e 

interesting. 

The Casualty Clearing Station was more or less of 

an experiment, as no such unit had existed in any previous 

war in which Britain had been engaged. It forms the keystone 

of t he arch in clearing the battlefield of wounded, who ar e 

collected by t he regimental st retcher bearers, t ransport ed by 

the Field Ambulance t o t he Casualty Clearing Stat ion, where 

they are bathed, fed and trea ted as re quired, and put on t he 

Ambulance t ra ins for evacuation to the ba s e. 

Whilst the purely medical t 1'ea tme nt of inval ids was 

begun at the Casualty Clearing Station, it wa s in the nature 

of thing s t hat the bulk of th e work was surgical, a nd, a s the 

wa r pro gr ess ed, this asp ect of the work assumed mor e and more 

importance. Some of t he most brilliant surgery of t he wa r 

was done in t he s e units, and t hous a nds of lives were saved by 

early operat ion in t he fo rwar d area. .!!'or this work t hese 

C. C. S ' s were e quipped wi t h a ll moder n facilities, s uch as 

X-ray, electri cally heated opera ting tables , fir s t-class 
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sterilizers, etc. Oper a ting "teams 1t of surgeons, nursing 
' I 

s isters and trained orderlies were always available to move 

at a few minutes notice. And here it may be noted that never 

before b~d women nurses been employed so near the firing-line, 

and never befor·e have vrnunded men received such nursing in 

the area of active oper a tions. The untiring devotion of the 

nursing s ervice wa s one of the outst anding featur·es of this 

bloodiest of all wars, and ma ny a man lives today to remember 

with grateful thanks the woman or women who c ared for him 

when s tricken. 

This book tells the story of a unit of the non

permanent active Militia of Canada. It was composed orf 

civilians who trained for two weeks each year, and for the 

other fifty weeks went about their duties in civil life, as 

physicians, nurses, clerks, farmers, woodsmen, clergymen , 

s tudent s , fishermen, am what not. 1il hen t re call came they 

responded promptly, a nd for more than four year s performed 

thei r onerous duties with energy and s kill, holdi ng high the 

best tr aditions of the service, and a dding lustre to the name 

of Canada. To all who love honour and faith and a good in

tent this book will prove interesting re a ding . In a 

fig urative sense, the words of Sir .A rthur Currie at t he end of 

the war, that "The Canadian Corps had never failed to gain 

their objective in the a tt ack, or permanently lost one yard 

of territory in t he defence '', may be applied with equal just

ice t o t he .c'i rst Canadia n Casual ty Clearing Stat ion. 

Fate ordained tha t I should oe prevented fr om 

taking formal le ave of t hose l oyal and gallan t comrades . who 

served with me in t he First Cana& ian Casualty Clearing 

St ation. To those of them now living may I say it is with 

a deep feeling of gr a titude tha t 1 r ecall the fellowship we 

~new in those day s of s train and stress; and may I express 

the hope that we ma y ever be mindful of t hose less fortµnate 

than ourselves, and fa ithful to the memory of t hose who have 

pas s ed on. 

F . S. L. FORD 

COLONEL 
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PREFACE 

11 It i s flatter'ing to one' s v8!1ity to think of 

handing one' s name down to posterity as the heroic Officer 

Commanding a Casualty Clearing Station duri ng t he Great War; 

but pens other than mine will have to do it. " So wrote 

Colonel Ford, in jocular mood, on December 31, 1915 , in 

response to a request that all items of interest be incor

porated in the unit war diary. 

Early in 1915, Captain Arthur Hunt Chute, who was 

serving with the unit, was appointed historian. The pen that 

was destined to bring him to the forer ank of Canadian 

authors would have produced a history tha t would have been 

literature as well. But the call to wider horizons - a call 

that eventually led t o his t r a gic deat~ whilst winging his 

way into the Canadian North - drew him early to mor e hazardous 

service at t he front. 

As the years kep t r olling by, with the r ecord of 

the F i~st Canadian Ca s ualty Clearing Station still moldering 

in the arc h ives, I be gan to f e el a s s ured tha t, if any names 

were to be handed down to pos te xity a s he r oic me mber s of the 

1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, n o pen other than 

mine would do it. 

With t h e encourageme nt received f r om Colonel Ford, 

the information he has placed at my dispos al, an d t he 

a ssist ance :r eceived fro m Colonel Bennett and ot here, I have 

produced a t ale of s orts. 

'i'he story is neither balanced nor complete. Since 

it i s ver y unlikely that a real history of t he un it will 

ever be written, t his story has been burdened wi t h considerable 

detail of a pur ely historical nature, solely as a matter of 

record. For these many dull lines, I ask the indul gence of 

the re a ders. On the ot her hand, t h e s tory will be foun d to 

con tain t he trivia l a nd ridicul ous. Th i s matter , however, 

ma y be of as sis t a n ce to un i t me mber s i n bring i ng t o mind s ome 

of thos e li t tle inci dent s whic h, unles s rec alled by the 

printed page, b~ve a b~bi t of mer ging int o a b ac kground barren 

of detail. If so, it will ha ve s erved it s p urpose. 

The .A uthor 
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I have been appointed by my bro t her officers as 

Historian of t he Canadian Casualty Clearing Hospital. I 

hope and expect th at before returning to our homes we may 

pa1•tic ipate in great and t hrilling events well worthy of a 

permanent recor'd. 

In spite of the awfulness of war it ha s a fascina

tion for men of high spirit. It is one thing to read 

history, but it is another and a far better thing to live 

history.--------------We are again me n of action, rejoicing 

in the spice and peril of real life, instead of deriving our 

adventures fr om a novel by the parlor fire. 

When we have taken our post of duty in the bloody 

angle, and have seen th a t far flung battle line, and ha ve 

moved with the tide of war acro ss the cock-pit of Europe, and 

have bad our share of victor y and defeat; when we have seen 

old cities, grey w'i t h memories long f orgotten, made bri ght 

once more by vast event s in whic h we shared; when we have 

drowned out "Deutschland, Deutschland Uber Alles" with "T he 

Maple Leaf Forever " , and when the "Wacht am Rhein" in Paris 

has been answered by nRule Britannian in Berlin; when these 

kaleidoscopic facts are pas s ed, if we survive, it will be 

with t he conscious ness tha t we have lived a greater s tory 

t han Kipling or Poe could invent. 

l.1 rthur Hunt Chute 
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CHAPTER I 
;1 

MO.BILIZlTION 

12. 

On August 4, 1914, Great Britain declared a State 

of War with Germany. Sixteen days later, No. 2 Clearing 

Hospital, a Canadian Militia Unit, entrained a t Liverpool, 

Nova Scotia, bound for Valcartier Camp. There it combined 

with a similar unit from Toronto to form the Clearing Hospit

al of the First Canadian Contingent. 

This unit, during its more than four years in the 

Field, built up for itself an enviable record of service -

a service tha t extended from Bmiens t o the Sea, and from 

Aire-sul'-la-Lys to the Bridgehead of Bonn, on the Rhine. 

That a to ·wn the size of Liverpool enjoys the 

distinction of being so represented at the front i s due 

largely to Ma jor F . s. L. Ford, of Milton, ~ueens County. 

For a n umbel' of years active in t he Canadian Militia, he felt, 

when war broke out, tha t something more thanmilitia service 

wa s re qu ired of him. So he volunteered his services, and 

was given the t as k of recruiting a nd commanding a clearing 

hospital for overseas. 

In the militia uni t he commanded, he f ound a 

nucleus around wh ich he buil t his overseas organization. 

Of the fifty-one men at c amp with t he militia unit in 1914, 

fourteen proceeded to France with the overseas unit. Though 

this may seem but a small return fro m such an investment, 

it is pointed out, as worthy of more than passing note, tha t 

every single one of these fourteen held r ank in the overseas 

unit, and as officers or N. C. o. 's, added their bit to the 

efficiency of the unit • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
During the South f r ican Campaign of 1899-1901, a 

medical unit, known as a field hospital, was organized to 

relieve the field force of its sick and wounded. After the 

South African Campaign, the British l¼ r:ny Medical Service 

,t,Underwen t a cert a in amount of reor ganization, and the field 



hospital was repl aced by a unit known as a "clearing 

hospital". 

13. 

But it was not uutil 1913 that the clearing hospi

tal came into being in the Canadian Army Medical Service. 

In that year No. 1 of Toronto and No. 2 of Halifax were 

authorized. For the present the story of No. 2 officially 

of Halifax, but in reality of Liverpool, is considered. 

By authority of Headquarters the existing No. 2 

General Hospital, a unit organized some years previously by 

Colonel J • .A . Sponagle, of diddleton, N. s ., was converted 

into No. 2 Clearing Hospital. 'i:'he establishment of the new 

unit called for a personnel of fifty, for nine horses, one 

ambul ance wagon, and equipment to look after fifty sick. 

Major :B~. s . L. Ford, of Milton, N. s., had command 

of the unit from its inception. In Jun e and July of 1913 

the uni t trained at Sussex Ca mp, where, be s ide s ope r ating 

the field hosp ital, it found time for five and a quarter 

hours drill daily. It wes awarded t he Efficiency Prize with 

a total of 335 points out of a possi ble 350, and t he annual 

inspection report read: 

'"I' he report on this Hospital is considered very 

satisfactory; the in:3pect ing off icer reports that it was 

well organized and administered; an expression of this satis

faction of the work done should be convey ed to Major Ford 

and his officers, a s it is reported they deserve much credit 

f or the succes s of the hospital in camp." 

The summer of 1914 found the unit aga in i~ Sussex 

Camp, f rom June 20 to July 4. At t:b.at t ime few of the 

per s onnel gave thought to the purpose of t heir training , 

while none visualized jus t w:b.a t this tr a ining was to mean 

to them in the near future. 

But though war was fa1· from their minds as they 

disba nd ed, quite a different atmosphere prevailed at Potsdam. 

He re, on the 5th of July, a meeting was held t o di scuss and 

to outline, in connection with the Serajevo tragedy of June 
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281Ythe _ Austrian ultimatum to Serbia. On Thur s day, the 

23rd of July, the Austro-Hungar i an Government presented 

this ultimatum to Belgrade. Thereafter events moved rapidly, 

with Germany forcing war at every turn. On July 29 she ma de 

a most insulting bid for British neutrality, to which ~ir 

Edwa:rd Grey replied. on the morning of the 30th, in terms 

that Germany could not misunderstand. 

The week had been one in wh ich the Entente Powers 

had been struggling t o avert a war tri..at could not have been 

averted by any of their eff orts . But it had a l so been a 

week in which their Naval and Military authorities had been 

ac tive in pre paring for the inevit able. On the 30th day of 

July, their long ar m reached No . 2 Clearing Hospital. 

In re sponse to a wire from Lt-Colonel J. A. Grant, 

Assistant Director of Medical Services a t Halif ax, Ma jor 

Ford :reported t o the Jt ilitary Hospital at Halifax. Troops 

having been ordered t o rnan a number of the Forts , he wa s 

assigne d duty as Medical Offi cer to t he ga rr i s on on McNab ' s 

Island . The accommodations there were not palatial, but 

Ma jor Ford managed to find quart ers in one of the c ase ma tes 

that had been used for storing coal. Captain C.H. Dickson 

was also called. He reported f or duty at Cogswell Street 

Military Hospital, and was assigned various duties, including 

medical care of the tr oops at York Red oubt. Camperdown, and 

other points. At his re qu est, Sergeant Edward Hunt, who 

served wit h the unit in 1913, was sent f or, and acted as his 

medical N.C. O. Sergeant Ma j or Reigh Hobart was al s o on duty 

at Halifax. 

Under date of August 2, 1914, Ma jor Ford circularized 

the members of t he unit, a s follows: "Sir:- I have t he honour, 

by direction, to inform you that you are to hold yourself in 

readiness for the r ap id mobilization of No. 2 Clearing Hospital, 

Canadian Army Medical Corps. " 

On August 8 the Adjutant General wired Ma jor Ford 

instructions r ega r ding the raising of a contingent f or ove r

seas service . On the 9th Ma jor Ford left l,1c Nab ' s Island for 



Halifax. He arrived in Liverpool at midday on the 16th 

and took immediate steps toward recruiting. 

15. 

On August 12 the mobilization of No. 2 Clearing 

Hos pital f or overseas be gan, the f irst record appearing in 

Unit Orders: 

"No. 57 Mobilization No. 2 Clearing Hospital, 

C. A. M.C. will mobilize at t he Rink, Liverpool, N. S., from 

this date fo1• se1•vice wit h the Cana dian Expeditionary .E'orce 

in European Ffar now in progre s s • (Tele gram Headquarters, 

Ot tawa 7 G 63, dated img ust 12, 1914)" 

"No. 58 Strength Ma jor]' . S. L. Ford, Staff

Sgt. R. Brown taken on strengt h of unit this date." 

On the s ame day a card was mailed to each member 

of the 1914 unit, reading : "Milton, N. s., August 12th, 

1914. Are you available f or dut y with No. 2 Clearing 

Hospital, C. A. M.C., during the present trouble? I f s o reply 

at once. F. s. L. Ford, Major, O. C. No. 2 Clearing Hospital, 

C • .A . M. C. II 

The Liverpool Advance of August 12 th contained 

an advert i sement, i ns erted by Vl . P. Purney, calling for 

volunte er·s for the Canadi an Contingent. This same issue 

also announced tha t a meeting would be held in the Opera 

Hous e t ha t evening in c om1ect ion with a campa i gn to raise 

funds for e quippi ng a hospit al ship. It st ated that short 

addresses wo uld be ma de by Ma jor Ford. Rev. Mr. Haslam, Mayor 

Mulhall, Hon. J. M. Ma ck, Mrs. Haslam and others. 

Of this me eting the il. dva ,1c e s ays: "The Public 

Meeting held last ·vednes day evening in the Oper a Hous e was 

cert a inly a highl y succes s ful one. The object of the meeting, 

the bringing before the citizens the proposal to ai d the 

equippi ng of a hospit a l ship, evident ly commanded the sympa thy 

of the audience. Several patriotic p ieces were excellently 

rendered by the Liverpool 3and , and, with sever al appropriate 

songs. well a nd effect i vely s ung . wi th the a id of an admirable 

chorus, were enthusiastically r ecei ved and cheered by the 



16. 

delighted auditors. The speaker s , t oo, f ound t he mee t i ng 

a delightfully r·esp ons ive one I a nd their sever al addre ss es 

were pleas antly punctua ted by cheers and a pplause. ~he 

admirable addr ess, of Ma jor Ford was listened t o with intens e 

interest, while Mrs. Hasl am' s re marks s howed mas t er y of her 

subject and power of ap t and happy suppression (s ic). Mr. 

Mack and Captain Purney al so, as well a s h i s worship the 

Mayor, in his r emar ks as chairman, found t he audience 

appr eciative and fla t teringl y responsive. \fith the evident 

senti ment prevailing a t the meeti ng , and no doub t echoed 

throughout the County, it i s not singular, though it is 

highl y creditable, that Queens has aided l i beral l y a project 

tha t ha s t he hearty and earnest sympathy of Canadians 

generally." 

But the Advance failed to mention that some of 

t he spe akers ha d a few wor ds concer ni ng recruiting, with t he 

r esult that severalvoluhteers r e ported to Ma jor Ford that 

evening and were signed up on the following days . The 

r ecruiting of t he uni t i s giv en in tabular f or m, the numb er s 

representing t he strength au t horized by Ottawa: 

Augus t 1 2 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Taken on s trength in Liver pool 

Rema ined at Liverpool 

Left Liverpool with unit 

Off ice rs 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

6 

Other Ranks 

1 

9 

10 

10 

5 

1 

5 

41 

4 

37 



As early as Augus t 13 , a program of training was 

laid down. Drills were held b o t h on the Ball Park and in 

the rink, and lectu.res were also given. Fro m Ma jor Ford's 

premises in Milton, blue serge tunics and trousers, khaki 

drill shirts and trousers, forage c aps , straw hats and kit 

bags were issued t he recruits. 

17. 

At 3.05 p. m. on August 19 lajor Ford received a 

wire. "P 145. Volunteers of y our unit p roceed to Valcartier 

tomorrow 20th inst ant------". That evening the balance of 

the equipment and clothing, consisting of Oliver equipment, 

haversack, mess tin, water bottle and leather legg ings were 

issued at the rink in preparation for the departure on the 

morrow. 

The Advance of im gust 19 paints a brief p icture of 

those August days : nThe appearance of posters in the windo ws 

calling for volunteers, the presen ce of milit ary officers in 

the town, tell us each in their own way of the seriousness 

of the war sp irit that now domina t es Europe. Even in the 

churches it i s brought home t o us by the speci a l prayers and 

battle hymns that al'e sung fro m Sunday to Sunday. Many of 

our own will go out t o the call of the Mot he.rland. Whatever 

may be the outco me of t he struggle, let us trust they will 

faithfully do t hei r severe duty to t his Empire, and f ai l not." 

On the 20th, at 7 a .m., the unit a ssembled a t the 

rink. Bel a ted arrivals were outfitted, and arrangements were 

made for entra i ning tha t a fternoon. Between one and t wo p. m. 

the unit paraded in front of the Mersey Hotel. Led by the 

Live rpool Band the unit set off for the Station. But so intent 

was t he Band on it s mu s ic that it ne glected to turn down 

Ma r ket Street and was nearly to t he Town Hall before Ma j or 

Fo rd could turn the m ab out. With the unit le ading t he Band, 

the parade marc hed back to its st arting point, a manoeuvre 

tha t the publ ic cheered a s a fine piece of tactics. Once 

aga in the par a de moved of f and this time re ached the Station. 

Here the un it posed fo r t wo photographs by the Rev. Mr . Haslam, 

appa ren tly the only photogr aphs to corn:nemora te t he occasion. 
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On the departure of the unit, the Morning 

Chr onicle sta tes: "An enthusiastic· goodbye was given fort_y

three members of the No. 2 Clearing Hospital, C. A. M.C., this 

afternoon. AL the Station eleven hundred people fr om all 

stations of life gathered to witness their depar t ure. Hun

dreds of f lags wer e st retched acro s s the st reets and on every 

place of business and many res idences. 1:. 11 work was stopped 

and store s clos ed. With the Liverpool Ba~at the head of the 

column, the march was through c rowded streets filled with 

cont i nual cheers, followed by hundreds of ci t i zens and a long 

line of beautifully decorated automobiles (Toronto boys take 

note) and teams . nt the depot patriotic airs were played by 

the band and sung by the people. Tea r s fell f rom the well-to

do and those in humbler life." 

And the Liverpool Advance: "Liver pool of today had 

another experience in the far-reachi ng ef fects of this European 

War when it f arewelled t o a Compa ny of its men going forth l as t 

Thursday to assist in hospit al wor k upon the battlefi eld. dill id 

all t he wonder f ul display of color, and the continua l cheers, 

the patriotic songs, and band music, there was ever present the 

touch of sorro w that made the day not al together br i ght. " 

Anothe r angle of the dep arture i s also recorded by 

the .tl dvance: n Not all the men who volunteered for service in 

No . 2 Clearing Hospital left here 'l'hursday af ternoon for se r

vice. The call of lov e came stronger t o one member than did the 

demand of hi s count ry, and he f'le d for comfort and consolation 

to his soul-mate, ana. wl:. en s ought for c ould not be found." 

The unit moved ligh t , its s tor es consisting of 50 

loaves of bread and 38 pounds of cheese. Thie m&y be contrasted 

with a later move in which the per sonnel, s to res and equi pment 

occupied a -train of 35 r a ilway cars. nevertheles s , even these 

few s tor es wer e s omewh&t superfulous, since the people gat hered 

at the Station provided the men wit h a gene rous am ount of food 

and other comforts. 

The trip to Hali f ax was enlivened by t he songs of 

Billy Bernardine, who ear ly devel oped into the unit's black

faced comedian . It was her e that "Alouette " was first s ung 
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by the unit. Later this song was adopted by t he unit as its 

official song . 

The unit arrived a t Halifax about 7.30 p.m. After 

dining at the Revere Hotel, across from the Station, t hey 

marched to Wellington Barracks, where the N. C. O. 's and men 

were allot ted q_uarters for the night, the officers putting up 

at the King Edward Hotel. .B band concert was in pr og:r-ess on 

Citadel Hill, and a number of the unit went out and listened 

to the music. In due season all gathered for their first 

night in barracks. 

On the morning of the 21st the unit breakfasted 

at t he barr acks, marched to the I. C.R. Station, and ent ra i n

ed at about 8 a. m. ,They arrived a t Levis at 5 a. m., on the 

22nd, and ferried to ~uebec. They marched to the C. N. R. 

Station, entrained a t 9.30 a. m., and arrived at Valcartier 

Camp at about 11 a. m. Here they were as s i gned line s south 

of Headquarters, adjacent to medic al unit s commanded by Lt

Col. A . E. Ross and lvl:a j ur S . H. .[cKee. 



CHAPTER II 

VA LCARTIER CAMP 

20. 

The unit arrived a t Valc artier Camp on August 22, 

1914 at 11 a . m. '.i'he personnel proceeded to the lines as s ign

ed them, to the s outh of Headquarters. Ever yone set to work 

immediately, and continued working until late that evening. 

Supplies were obtained, tents were pitched, cooking f acilities 

arranged, and camp sanitation establ ished. 

The following day was also devoted to the require

ments of the unit; a routine was established, and further 

connections made with other branches of the service. The men 

maae themselves comfortable. Ma ny followed the example of 

Jim McLeod, and 11 brushed11 their tent-floor s to mattress softness • 

On the 24th the proces s of developing the men into 

soldiers began in earnest; the men were medically examined; 

unit routine orders were published, the men being enjoined to 

observe s trict pe1• s onal cleanliness, to have their hair clos ely 

cropped, and to app ea r on pa r ade clean shaven, except as to 

t he upper l i p , which wa s not to be shaven. 

The 24th, too, saw the beginning of t he unit's 

career of service to others. On re rues t of the a . D. M. s., 

fou.t medical offic e1•s of t he unit reported to Lt-Colonel 

Hodgetts, at t he Camp Laboratory, for t he purpos e of assisting 

in inoculating t he troops. 

On the 26th, nearly th e whole unit proc eeded to the 

Camp Laboratory and received their first inocul at i on agains t 

typhoid. Its effect on different individuals varied; some 

began to feel a certain uneas iness as soon as they learned 

t hat inoculation was t o t ake place; some were taken ill on 

the march back to the lines; and all felt its effects within 

a few hour ~. Diz ziness and a s ens e of weaknes s we:c·e the 

more manif es t symptoms, but mostly the period of d i sab ility 

could be counted in hoQts. On September 5 the second 

inoculation was admi nis t ered, a nd the f inal was given on 
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October 3, on the S. s. Megantio. Thus easily was obtained 

immunity from one of war's most dread diseases. 

On the morning of the 27th the unit t ook over No. 2 

Camp Hospital from No. 5 Field bmbulance, under Ma jor R. P. 

Ca mpbell. The layout afforded twelve hos p it a l tents f or 

pa tients and stores, one mar quee for us e a s a dispensary, 

one mar quee as an officers' mess, one marquee for the men's 

mess, and a tent for an orderly r com. Eighteen bell tents 

provided accommodation fo r the personnel of the unit. TP~ee 

a mbulance wagons were att ached for collecting sick . 

A comprehens ive routine was at once est ablis hed: 

Reville 5.30 a. m. 

Sick Parade 6. 00 a . m. 

Rations 6 . 00 a . m. 

Stables 6 . 00 a. m. to 6.45 a . m. 

Breakfast 7.00 a. m. 

Office 7. 30 a . m. 

FLr s t Drill 8. 30 a. m. to 10.15 a. m. 

Second Drill 10 . 30 a . m. to 11.45 a . m. 

Dinner 1 2 .00 noon 

Third Drill 2 .00 p . m. to 3 .1 5 p. m. 

Fourth Drill 3.30 p . m. to 4. 30 p . m. 

Sick Parade 5. 00 p . m. 

Tea 5.30 p. m. 

Guard Mounting 6. 30 p . m. 

Retrea t 7. 30 p . m. 

Fir s t Post 9 . 30 p. m. 

Last Post 10.00 p. m. 

Lights Out 10.15 p. m. 

The ordel'ly medical officer , a dut y t aken in turn 

by all medical officers, wae. charge d with t he hospital and 

sick parades. But it was s oon di s covered t hat one officer 

could not co pe with the work; so Captain Dickson took over the 

hosp it al, Lt. Ma cKeen wa s ,.:p_pointed pe rm rJ nen t orderl y officer , 

the remaining of f icer "' 11e1•e as s i gned certain hours in the day 
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for attending sick parades, and all took turns receiving 

cases at night. Staff Sergeant Burnett was appointed ward

master. An as s istant wardmaster a nd t wo or three orderlies, 

t aken in turn fo r periods of twenty-four hour s , completed 

the hospital d:tail. 

The other department s were st affed, and it is 

noteworthy that many of those a ssigned to special duties a t 

Valcartier continued to be employed in that came c apa city as 

long as they remained wit h the unit. Until reinforcements, 

in the guis e of No. 1 Clearing Hospit al, a rrived, some of the 

personnel were being employed 36 ho urs non duty" to 12 hours 

"off duty". 

The detail of orderly N. C. O. was taken in turn by 

all N. C. O. 's not specially employed. At first one N. C. o. 

was permanently in charge of a night guard of three or four 

men, but this duty was l at er taken over by the orderly N. C. o. 

of the day. Sanitary and other fati gue s were c arried out by 

men detailed for this purpose at the regular parades. Thus 

the personnel were able t o f am iliarize t hemselves with many of 

the duties they would be called upon to perform under more 

strenuous conditions. 

No. 2 Camp Hospit a l served the northern half of 

Valcartier Camp, approxi mately fifty per cent of the troops 

assembled. IJ.'he hospit al had accommodat ion for 100 c ases, but 

the number under treatment at any one t ime rarely exceeded 40 , 

since those requiring extended treatment were evac ua ted to 

Quebec. 

Most of these cases were the .cun of ailments and 

injuries usual to camp life. l he 2 71 admissions to September 

13 , when classified, fell under 84 he adings in the ca tegory 

of ailments and injuries. One class of injuries seemed rather 

hi h. ·ppare nt ly the cavalrymen, and ot hers connected with 

horses ,. had not yet l earned t o :respect s ufficiently the heels 

of their mounts, f or many of t hem were coming in cont act with 
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some vindictive hoof. J!'our of these cases wer e brought in 
; 

within a period of f ifteen minut es \ one wi th a broken s houlde r , 

and an othe r with a broken rib. The a mbul ance s we re a l ways on 

oall, while s t retcher bearer s f re _uently went out for .t he 

ne arer cases. 

The di s pensing and dres s ing tent did a rushing 

bus ines s . Here, f r om t wo t o th r ee hundred cases we r e tr ea ted 

daily. A few of t hem would be a dmitted to hospit al, some would 

.be t re ated and t old t o :rep ort aga in, while "medicine and duty " 

too k care of t he ma j or ity. But, wi th t he drills a nd f atigues, 

the pa tients kept t he pe:rsonnel well occupied. However, 

ass ist ance was s hortl y forthc omi ng . 

To prepare a ba c kground fo r a ver y i mportant event 

in t he formation of the Ule aring Hos pit al f or Over s e as, i t i s 

nece s s ary t o turn once aga in to t hos e e arly August days. 

\ hile No. 2 Cle aring Hospital vra s mobilizing in Liver pool, 

No . 1 Clea r ing Hos pit a l was mobiliz ing in Toronto. 

On Augus t 18th, 1914, t he un i t para ded a t the 

Ar mouries, and ma rc hed to Un ion St at i on . Le av ing Tor onto at 

8.15 a. m., t hey reac hed Merit on , via the G. T. R., at 11 a . m., 

took t he s treet ca r to Thor old, and mar ched t o t he milit a r y 

camp on t he bank of t he ~ell and Canal . 

The specia l dut y of t his camp wa s the gua rding of 

t he Welland Canal, a ver y i mpor t an t link in the Great Lakes 

Wa t erways . No. 1 Clearing t ook ove r the hospit a l tha t had been 

est ablished by a Field Ambulance un i t unde r Captain T. Henry 

McKillop , and ope:r a ted it until Augus t 27th, when t he unit wa s 

ordered t o t he Conc ent r a t i on Camp a t Long Branc h , n ea r Tor onto. 

Af te r a t hree or four day st ay a t t his c amp , they 

ent r ained f or Valc artie r , a rr iving there on '.r uesday, Sept ember 

2nd , 1914. Lt - Col. F . w. Ma rlow ha d been in command of the 

militia unit, but t h e unit that mobil i zed f or ov er s eas a r r i ved 

at Valc artie r wit h Capt ain C. E. Coope r Col e in c ommand, and 

Capt a i n G. F . Ogi lvie Dowsley s econd i n command. 
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To the unit, the 3rd of September, 1914, was a 

memorable day; about ten a. m. Captain G. w. Ogilvie Dowsley 

marched himself and forty men of No . 1 Clearing Hospital, of 

Toronto, into camp, the two units amalgamating to form the 

Clearing Hospital for the Expeditionary Force. 

Nova Scotians and Torontonians rega rded one another 

critic ally• If the f ormer looked upon the newcomers with 

greater favor than they themselves were looked upon, it was 

bec ause the Bluenoses saw in these new arrivals a likely 

relief from guard-mounting, nursing duties and other neces sary 

evils of hospital life. As soon as the newcomers broke rank, 

fraternization commenced. St aff Sergeant Arthur Walton, of 

t he Toronto unit, led the way. He picked John Feindel a s being 

the most approachable of the Nova Scotians, a nd proposed tha t 

they all get t ogether and get ac quainted at once. Some of the 

'l.1 oronto men int? oduced the game of matching coins, and, when 

opportunity came , the Nov a Scotians reciproc ated with the 

friendly little ga me of poker. 

It is quite on the books that complete brotherly 

love would have quickly been established ha d not Unit Routine 

Order No. 26, been read out on parade that same evening : ".All 

N. C. o. 's will hand their stripes in to the ~uartermaster 

afte1· this par ade." That augured of competition, and the next 

few days, to those who felt an inter est in the s ubject of 

stripes, was a period of wa t chful waiting . 

The amalga mation of the unit s produced a surfeit of 

N. C. O.' s, all of whom felt the di gnity oz rank, as tokened by 

the st ripes upon thei r sleeves, a pleasur a ble burden. Ma jor 

Ford wa s confronted wi t h the difficult task of s electing his 

lJ. C. O. 's fr om di s tinct unit s , bo t h f ully equipped with thes e 

ar my backbones. Ma ny fro m b ot h unit s acce pted a loss in r ank 

with a true spirit of s acrifice, cont en t to work in a less 

exalted posi t ion until time· and oppor t uni t y brought them pro

motion. 
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The provisiona l appointment of N. c . 0 . 1 s was made 

on September 6. On the same day orders were is s ued di recting 

all men t o address the Sergeant Major, 1/arr an t Officer, as 

"Sir 11 , and as "Sir Reigh Robart" he was known for many a day. 

On September 9 eight horses were s upplied a s saddle 

horses for the officers. But mechanical transportation and 

conditions prevailing on the Western Front made the re~uire

ments of a clearing ho s pital somewhat different from those 

prevailing during the South African Campaign. These horses 

provided duty f or the grooms and recreation for the officers, 

but were never a necessary pa rt of t he establishment. They 

became a problem of transportation, rather than an aid. 

Vhile in charge of No. 2 Camp Hospital draught horses, as 

motor power for the ambulances, were attached to tP~ unit. 

The evening of the 13th provided some little excite

ment. Jus t as the men were retiring the general alarm was 

s ounded, bugler after bugler p icking up the call. Everyone 

turned out and fell in, mostly half-dressed, and wondering 

what was happening . .J:<' inally it was learned that some hundreds 

of horses had s tampeded, but apparently t hey were headed in 

some ot her direction. On learning the caus e of the alarm 

Ma jor Fo1•d had the ambulance wagons and other obstacles drawn 

up on the exposed flank of the hos p ital section. Severa l 

alarms followed, the fift h bei ng accompanied by the charge of 

a number of hor s es through the unit line s , without damage. 

At 9 a.m. on September 15, No. 2 Camp Hospital was 

handed over to Captain R. s . Pentecost of No. 2 General 

Hospital, and t he Cle aring Hospital, by which name t he combina

tion of No. 1 and lJo. 2 was now known, moved to lines near 

the A. D. M. S. office. 

On September 18, the Clearing Ho spital took over 

the ambulance t rain, and staffed it until the day of leaving 

camp. A medical officer, an N. C. O. and two orderlies were 

daily detailed to this service. The train s erved to clear the 

sick from the Camp Hos pital s t o oi,uebec, a nd us.ually made one 

trip daily. '.i.he feature of t his train was its colored cook. 
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He was a perspiring darky, and turned out a wonderful meal 

by (and prob ably with) th e sweat of his brow. Re c onsidered 

the most important duty of the N. C. 0.-in-charge was the 

providing of eggs , oranges and other comforts from the s tores 

in quantities vas tly out of proportion to the number of 

patient s on the train. He apprecia ted a good response to 

his cooking , and took a strong liking t o Jim McLeod. 

Meanwhile the unit was being organized for overseas. 

The personnel were gradually being outfitted. All t he old 

militia clothing and individual equ ipment, excepting wa ter 

bottles, mess tins , haver sacks and kit bags were turned in; 

khaki uniforms , grea tcoats, fati gue suits, shirts, under-

clot hing, s ocks , s hoes , towels, brushes anci razor s were i s sued; 

and instructions were g iven and provi s ions made for returning 

home all per s onal clothing and s urplus pos ses s ions. ~ttesta 

tion papers were pre pa red, and on Sept e mber 23 t he personnel 

were a ttested f or over s eas s ervice. On Sept ember 24 the num

bers 33801 to 34100 we r e a llotted to t he unit, and t he other 

r anks were provided with a number as well as a name. A few 

changes took pl ace i n the per s onnel, losses being made good 

by addit iona l volunteers and by men fro other units. 
' 

Si multaneously with / he ~ i , t · ng of the personnel, 
, \ 

the e q_ uipment of a clearing hos pi · 1 wa s ing ass embled a t 
\-- there to Quebec. On Sept ember 19 Captain ~ieks.-'n 

t t J e EmD ration shed. One check up on the stores mobilized 
I 

began to feel that the sojourn in ' V 16a 
·l I drawing to a close. 

Camp was rapidly 

Unit orders of the 25t h waned fficers, 

/_ave t . ~ ... '1·" c'"l oot h;ng N. C. 0. ' s and men that they must ., ' . .,_ ':... ... pa cked 
'''--._ 

and kit ready for the march to -illf:l ec at 

and t hat clothing, ki t bags , etc., should 

"Name, Number C HP, Can. Exp . Fo1•ce". 

rt hl-i:i-r..~.... not ice , 

arked with 

"march" had an 

ominous sound, but 4. 30 p. m. the next da 1 f ound the unit at 
,.,.I 

Valcartier, entr a ined for Quebec. They arrived there at 6 p.m., 

embarking on the s . s . Megantic at 7. ' he ship anchored in 
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the st ream un t il the nig ht of Sept ember 30, when it steamed 

do wn the St. Lawrence to Gas pe Basin. 

Mos t of t he per s onnel f ound little time for recre a 

tion a t Valcarti er Camp . Drill, lectures and instructions in 

medic al work were ca rried out even duri ng the busies t period. 

Though a fe w succeeded i n getting t o Quebec fo r pa rt of a 

day , the ma jority had no opportunity , apart f rom duty on t he 

ambulance tr a in, t o lea ve c amp . But t here was not hing irksome 

in this res tr aint. The centre of i n t eres t l ay in the c amp 

its elf. 'I'here wa s an exhilaration in its a t rnos phere t ha t mad e 

recrea tion or ot her diver sion unneces sary. 

Living conditions were exaellent. 'l'he rations were 

ample and t he cooks capable. Towa r d tb~ end of the stay, t he 

N. C. O. 's f ormed a s epa r ate me s s , pa ying in a cert a in amount 

for extras. 'I' hough ice ha d formed on mor e t han one occa sion, 

the bla nkets pr ovided kep t the men c omfor t ab l y wa rm. 

it is 

it in 

Though each 

his own experience • 

an individualit y of it s own, 

it s occupants are affected by 

Each one s ees i t in the light of 

live i n one' s memory f r om t he 

viewpoint of some trivial i nc ident rat her t han from its general 

cha racter. There was a parody sung at Vale a r t ier, t he words 

being s omewha t like: 

11 It' s nice t o be a soldie r boy 

A-fi gh ting :er you1• 'c/.Ueen, 

A-marching thr ough the count ry 

Where the foes ar e never seen; 

But when the shells a re f l y ing 

And the bullet s tea r and s cream -

It' s nice to be a s oldier boy, 

But it ' s nicer t o be a t ba me • 11 

The ori ginal of' thi s , Sir Ha rry Lauder ' s "It' s Nice 
I 

to Get Up in the Morning'' seems appropria te to Valc art i er Camp. 

It was a c amp of ear ly mornings - dawn, a tented c it y , and the 

sound of bugl es mellowed by the hill s . 



CHliPTER III 

OFF TO EN.GLA ND 
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On Saturday, September 26, 1914, at about 4.30 p .m. 

the Cleariri...g Ho sp ital left Valcartier by train, arrived at 

""uebec. a round 6 p. m., and boarded H. M. A. T. Megantic, a finely 

appointed s hip of some 15,000 tons, at 7.30 p . m. The hor s es, 

accompanied by 9 grooms , had proceeded to ~uebec by ro ad on 

the morning of the 25th. 'l'hree of these grooms rejoined the 

unit on the 26 th, and Colonel Ford (appointed Lt-Colonel 

Septemb er 22, 1914) s ucceeded in r ecovering two more on the 

29th. The other four, Priva tes r . Ber nardine, w. Ho ward, 

A. Joudrey and A. Timmins crossed the Atlantic on the s . s. 
Manhattan as grooms t o the hor s es. 

The unit, a s ii proceeded overseas, comprised a 

total of nine officers and s eventy-ei ght othe r ranks; one 

of ficer and thirty men of No. 1 Clearing , five officers and 

t~irty-five othe r ranks of No. 2 Clearing, five other r anks 

from the Ma ritime Provinces who joined t he unit at Val ca:rt ier, 

and three off icers and eight other ranks t ransferred f rom 

other units dur•ing the soj ourn at t hat Camp. 

Aboard the H. M. A. T. Megantic were : 
'I,-, 

The 15th Infantry R4. 48 Regt. Royal High 36 off. 

The Cle aring Hospital 9 

The Divisional Ammun ition Column 20 

The No. 1 Field .A mbulance 10 

75 

1, 066 O. R. 

74 

345 

232 

1, 71 7 

Lt-Colonel J. J. Penhale, senior effective combatant 

officer, as s umed comma nd of the t roops. Standing orders were 

i s sued on September 27: smoking be t ween dec ks , except in 

au thor ized smoking rooms, wa e forbidden; gambl ing 1 rns p.rohibited; 

duties were allmtted; f ir e instructionE were given; provis i ons 

we:re made fo:r tr ai n ing and exe.rcise; life belt parades were 

orde.red; a schedule fo.r meals wo.rked out; and a ro utine laid 

dovvn fo r all troops: 



6.00 a.m. 

6 .30 a.m. 

7.00 a.m. 

9.30 a . m. 

10.00 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

1 2.00 noon 

2 .00 p . m. 

5.00 p.m. 

6.00 p .m. 

9.00 p . m. 

9.30 p.m. 

9.45 p.m. 

10. 00 p . m. 

11. 00 p.m. 

Reville 

Sick Call 

Breakfast up 

Fall in 

Guard f all in 

Orderly Room 

Dinner up 

]'all in 

1'ea up 

Retreat 

.l!' irst Post 

Last Post 

Lights Out 

29. 

Turn out , was h and dress 

Sick para de before re gimental 

Breakfast in Sgt s '. and men' s messes 

Regiment al parades co mmence 

"'uard mounting parade 

Dinner in Sgts '. a nd men I s mes s es 
begins 

Regiment al parades commence 

Supper in men's begins at 5 , in 
Sgt s '. mess at 6 p.m. 

Stop smoking, all men except guard 
and police go below 

Round s . Every man t o be in bed. 
~o loud t alking a llowed. 

Lights out in saloon 

Warrant office rs and s ergeants messed in t he first 

class d i ning room, the officer s followi ng them an hour later. 

It required three sitti ngs in bo t h the s econd and t hird class 

dining rooms to accommodate the ran k a nd file. Sixty men of 

the Clearing Hospital shared the first s ittings in the second 

class dining room with 1 3 5 of No. 1 Company of the 48th High

landers and 67 of No. 1 Field Ambulan~e. e ach unit occupying 

dis t inct sections of the room. The c a tering wa s excellent. 

Porridge, ham and eggs for 1:1:eakfast, soup roast chicken and 

pudding for d inuer are samples of t he meals served. 1'he ship 

was "dry". 

A section of the lower promenade deck for t he 

morning, and a s ection of the upper deck for the afternoon 

were allotted to the Clearing Hospital f or drill and physical 

exercises. 'l' he course of instruction for the unit, as l a id 

do wn by Colonel Ford on Sep tember 28, wa s ad hered to throughout 

th e voyage. unless interf e1·ed with by s ome special pa rade or 

occur ?ence: 
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9.00 a . m. to 10.00 a. m. Section 1 • Physical Drill 

101 00 a .m. to 11.00 a . m. Section ? Physical Dr ill ~. 
11.00 a . m. to 11.50 a . m. Lecture 

2 .00 p . m. to 2 .45 p . m. Section 1, Infantry Dr ill 

2.45 p . m. to 3 . 30 p . m. Section 2 . Infantry Dr ill 

3 .30 p . m. to 4.00 p . m. N. c. 0 l e, . ..., class of inst ruction 

4.00 p. r.a . to 4.50 p . m. Lectures 

Lectur e s were given by the medical off icer of the 

day. Every third day the men appeared on the mo ming parade 

in lifebelts, and wer e inspe cted. '.L he un it wa s divided in 

t wo s ecti ons , and a lifeboa t allotted t o each. Lifeboa t 

drill was c onducted a t intervals, but it only am ount ed t o 

re porting to the lifeboat, properly e nc ased in a lifebelt, 

whenever t he bugle sound ed t he call. On October 1 every man 

was at hi s post three and one PE l f minutes aft er the call 

sounded. 

On the 27th t he uni t established a medical inspec

tion ro om for officers a nd N. c . O. 's in the after surgery, 

and opened a hospit a l on B deck f or these ranks. One N. c . o., 

t wo orderlies and a dispenser were as s i gned to the inspect i on 

r oom, . One wa rdmas t er, two da y orderlie s a11d three night 

orde r lies, details appo inted dai ly, to ok care of the hospi t al. 

'l'he orderl y medic al office r . app oi nt ed daily, wa s in c harge 

of both hos pi tal and medical inspect i on ro om. One orderly 

N. C. O., al s o dai l y appointed, completed the det a ils for the 

voy age. l!'rom Oc t ober 5~ Iajor H. A . Chi sholm, of t he Clearing 

Hos pital, t ook over t h e duties of Sanitary Of f i cer of t he sh ip. 

A me dical inspection was held on the 28th, and 

those who could produce no distinct mark , were, on October 1, 

vaccinat ed agai nst sm allpox. 

On Sept ember 21 un it rou t ine order s announced that 

an exam ina t ion for promotion and confirma tion of rank , open 

to all below t he r ank of s t a f f - sergeant, would be held. :!.' his 

examination was carried out on October 12 and 13 . Candidates 

were requ i red to give pr actical de mons t ra t ions in handling a 

squad, ~nd a writt en examination on s ubjects relating to 



the medical, sanitary and other functions of a clearing 

hospital was held. It was reported that Sergeant Dumbrell, 

chief cook, s erved, on paper, a typhoid case in t he third 

week of illness a heartier and more bountiful meal than he 

ever served to one of the unit in full possession of health 

and hunger. 

The office r s and sergeants occupied first cla ss 

cabins, the ot hers second. 'l1he lar ge cabin, wherein 

31. 

Sergeants Brown. McGill and Dumbrell were 'q_uartered, was 

c hosen for the orderly room. The fourt h be.rth had been allot

ted to a police corpor al of an othe r unit, but diplomacy was 

used, a nd the stateroom became ti pure" cl earing hosp it al. 

The occupants of this cabin were rarely all as s embled 

until shortly before lights out, but an all-around chat often 

carried them f a r into the night, usually ending up with 

Dumbrell embarked upon his life story. The first part of 

his na1•r·at i ve was libera l ly punctuated with II Are you listening, 

Brown?", 11 Are you listening, McGill?" But, as he wa rmed to 

his subject, these interjections became rarer, until finally 

they ceased. I t was a tale of many, many policemen. But 

even as Dumbrell was eluding these officer 8 , so too were the 

thr eads of hi s stor y eluding his auditors, as one by one t hey 

dropped off to sleep. Not one of the m ever hea rd the whole 

t a le, though Brown reported awakening early one morning , and 

hearing Dumbrell bring hi s narrative up t o date. 

The off -duty activities of the unit were practically 

negligible . Impromptu s ing- s ongs were often held in the even

ings on deck. At one of these it was unanimously resolved that 

11 .Aloutte " be the official song of the unit. 

11 Baldy'1 (Cleve) Fraser' , quite innocently st a rted a 

fad <Ln t he ranks of the unit. "Baldy 11 , a barbe1· by trade, 

per haps bec aus e of to o f requent a pplic ations of his hair 

lotions, had re a c hed the stage whe re the hirs ute covering of 

his scalp was giving him cons id era bl e concern. As an effort 

toward s timulating and t hickening this growth, he had the top 

of hi s he ad s haved. Several ot hers, fellow- sufferers, followed 
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his example. A "dar·e lt accepted, added more members to the 

shaved crown society. Perhaps there were several who, in 

this manner, found relief from the restraint placed upon 

them in the matter of the shaving of the upper lip. Most 

of these faddists ke pt their heads properly covered; "Happy" 

Conrad, however, who had left an imitation mustache in the 

midst of the shaved a rea, was wont to doff his hat in un

expected places, where this s trange phenomenon would create 

a mild s ensation; Sergeant Trefry would pace the deck bare

headed, where his s ha ved head a nd saintly face won him more 

reverence than his st atus in the religious world deserved. 

The voyage itself was comparatively uneventful. 

As soon as t he embarkation was completed, the Megant ic pulled 

out and anchored in the stream , opposite the citadel. On 

Sept ember 29, Colonel Ford wrote: 

"The old river pr es en ts an animated scene today. 

Ten liners, full of troops, lie in the stream. More are load

ing at the Louis e Basin, and by Thursday t he whole 30 ,000 

s hould be on board. No communication is allowed with the shore 

exce pt to send off letters. '.l'he a ir is bright and cold, and 

the sunshine s hows up in all its beauty the historic s hores of 

the St . Lawrence, with its grey stone buildings an d cloud

cappe d towers. We are anchored directly opposi te the s pot 

where the American Montg omery fell when trying to scal e the 
-:r -,· 

cliff duri ng a s nowstorm, i n th e Va r of the Revolution. Just 

above is l olfe's Cove. Today we wer e entert ained with the 

flight of a hy droplane, which circled above the city and river 

for half an hour, and then "lit" on the river as gr acefully 

as a gull, and l and ed a t the doc k as easily as a motor boat. 

We don't know the day nor t he hour of our sai ling , but it will 

be very soon - per haps tomorrow . " 

On September 30, the :Megantic pulled into dock and 

took on wat er, supplies, etc., a nd at 10.30 p . m. cas t off, 

and proceeded down the St . Lawrence. It was a clear night. 

nA most beautiful view, '' wrote Colonel Ford. " Old Quebec, 

sparkling upon it s grey old r ock, looks, as we leave it behind, 
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like a fairy island afloat upon the waters. The river behind 

is a broad track of silver. The lights upon the Beauport and 

Levis shore grow fewer, and at last we are passing down the 

broad river with the da1•k hills of Quebec upon either hand • 11 

Fa t her Point was passed at 8 a. m. on October 1, and 

twelve hours later the s hip dropped anchor off Gas pe. It was 

"a gloriou s moonlight night." In the morning she entered the 

bay, where t wenty-two troopships and four s hips of war already 

were assembled. During the day the Honourable The Minister of 

Militia and Defence made a tour of the ships in a tugboat, but 

did not come aboard . 

.A t 11 a. m. on October 3 , 1914, the signal "be ready" 

was given. The tender of H. M. S. Charybdis visited ship after 

ship in rapid succession, and smoke began to paur from the 

fum1els of the trans ports. At 2. 45 p. m. the v hips began to 

move. The cruis er Eclipse led the way, and the Megan tic follow

ed. Ship after ship joined the line, and by 4.30 p.m. all were 

out of the Harb our. Guided by the ships of war, the convoy 

finally resolved it s elf int o three di s tinct lines, a cruiser 

leading each line, with a battleship in the lead, one on each 

flank and one bring ing up in the rear. '11he columns were at 

intervals of a mile, and about six hundred y~ rds separated 

each transport in the column. There were 32 transpo rt s in the 

armada, carrying 30,621 Ca nadian troops. Save for a tail 

lamp at the stern of each ship, the vo yage at night was car

ried out in complete darkness. 

The voy age was so uneventful tha t every little 

incident received due atte ntion. A ~w ship of war in the 

line, a bit of s moke on the horizon, the sudden dash of a 

warship into the haze called for prolonged s peCQlation -

prolonged because us ually no explana tion was f orthcoming. 

One incident of the voyage s tands out as worthy of 

remembrance. On the afternoon of October 1 2 the Battleship 

Princess Royal r~ssed through the lines, steam ing the length 

of the a rma da . The whole s hip's company "manned s hip" and 

gave each transport a rousing Briti s h cheer, her band playing 

"Rule Britannia'r and "O Canada" as s he passed. 



34. 

Mostly the weather was fine and the sea calm or 

comparatively smoo t h. On the 13th, however, it was moderately 

rough with a fresh northwest breeze turning the s ea into a 

smother of f oam, and t urning a few meal s into the sea. But 

the v-0yage was beginning to draw to a close. 

At 9 a.m. on October 14 the unit paraded in marching 

order, and kit inspection was held. Abou t thi s time the land 

was si ghted. No on found the convoy off Eddys tone Lighthouse. 

Here orders were signalled for the convoy to proceed to 

Pl ymouth. It was r eport ed that t he origina l plan c alled for 

docking at Southampt on, but enemy submarines having been 

discovered in the vicinity of t he Isle of Wi ght, t he destina 

tion of the flotilla was ch anged to Pl ymou t h. The f aster ships 

began to dra w away f rom the rest of the convoy, a nd a t 12 . 30 

the Megantic wa s entering t he out er harbour. It was delightful 

to s ee a good landscape a gain, and of t he arrival Colonel 

Ford notes: "The hill s green as in springtime, t he clumps of 

woods among the smooth hedge-enclosed fields, the warm red 

colour of t he new-plowed l ands" . 

News of the arrival s pr ead quic kl y , and t he contingent 

was accorded one of the most spontaneous and ent husiast ic 

demonstrations ever accorded troops. The water front was quick

ly lined with cheering crowds, extending a never-to-be-

for gotten welcome. The fluttering of femknine handkerc hiefs, / 

the waving hats of t he male civilians, and the demonst ration 

put on by the s oldiers and s ailor s , many of t hes e latter having 

t aken post in t he rigging of the old tr aining s hips, f ound an 

equally demons trative chord in those ab oard. Such was the 

proces s ion of the ships fr om Plymouth up the Hamoaze to Devonport, 

where the Meg~ntic dropped anchor a t 2 p.m. 

Signal practice wa s carried out on the morning of the 

15th, and in the after no on a lecture was staged. But t his 

program sca rcely rece i ved the close attention it deserved, f or 

tugbo ats and other craf t were continually bringing off crowds 

to view the s hips , and the l a dies provided a ttr action tha t no 

military pro gr am could gatns ay. Nor c oul d t he boxing matches, 
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staged by s ome of the other units, hold t he undivided a tten

tion of the men. 

The troops on the Megantic were among the f irst to 

disembark. The ship docked at 10.30 a . m. on October 16. 

Arr angements had previous ly been ma de by Officers Commanding 

with the pur s er of the ship fo1· a supply of sandwiches eq_ual 

to one day' s r ations . In t he ea rly evening of the 16th, 

the unit paraded for tb£se, disembarked a t 7 p . m. and ma rch

ed t he t hree miles to ]Jill Ba y Stat ion, Pl ymouth. 

Th is marc h afforded the citizens an opportui ity for 

another and more personal welcome . Growds lined the stl'eets 

s o densely that progre s s was at times difficult. Beer , 

apples, cigar ettes, etc. we-.re b_and ed out f-.reely. Small boys 

appealed to t he t roops f or permis s ion to carry their kit bags, 

and many an urchin, whe re the cro wds permitted, ma rched 

proudly with the column c arrying a bag e lmo s t as large a s 

hi mself. Cheering av~ hand s haking were also on the pro gr am . 

Many of those on the outer file had a han:: siezed at t he 

beg inning of the march and scarcely ga ined control of it until 

the station was re ached. Here and there more affectiona te 

demonstrations occurred. The stolid reserve of the Briti s h 

people, if s uch a t hing exist s apart from tradition, seemed to 

have broke n down completely when suddenly brought f ace to 

f ace with the living evidence of the unity of he-.r Empire. 

No t all, however, were in the mood for rejoicing. 

Several were t a ken s uddenly sick d ux i ng the march. Some, 

rel i eved of their kit by othere not affected, were able to 

carry on, but there were a fe w who re quired transport a tion. 

Arrived at the s t ation, close contact with the 

public wa s lost. Many of the citizens, however, ga thered on 

the s treet arove t he station enclosure where t he unit uad 

f allen out. The unit songs ters en t ert a ine d them to the best 

of their ability; ot her s engaged in friendly banter , and 

ac cepted the many gifts of match eQ and c i ga rettes tossed down 

to them. Mos t of the unit' s suppl y of s ouvenirs had been 

handed out on t he ma rch, but on e member of the unit solved 
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this shortage by writing his name and address on the pages 

of a testament, and p~ss ing them up to any good looking girl 

in the crowd. 

Entraining took place at 9 p. m. and at midnight 

the u.nit was pas s ing t hrough Exeter., on the Great Western 

Rai l way . More of the men were becoming ill, and investiga

tion t raced this s icknes s to the sandwiches. Unoffic ially 

the epidemic was credited to German s p ies at work in the 

galley of the Megant ic, but officially , and no doubt with 

more reason, it was at tributed to food poisoning. 

When the t r a in arrived a t Pa tney and Chirton 

Station at ab out 5 am., seventeen of the unit were unfit to 

march the eight miles to camp . .A rrangements were mad e wi th 

the ' r ailway authorities for coach accommodation f or these 

men. Cap tain Dickson and a number of other ranks wer e 

det ailed to look after them . Thi s detail a l s o ass isted in 

c a ring for a l arger number of ot her ex-Meg~mtic troops, who 

had proceeded by the same t rain an ct who were s imil a rly 

affected, in al l ab out one hundred men . 

Hav ing provided f or the s ick, the rema inder of the 

unit began the ir eight mile mar c h to West Down North Camp, 

on Salisbury Pl a in. They left the station at 4 .10 a . m., on 

Oc tobe r 17, and reached their des tination at ab ou t 7. 30 a . m. 

Whiskey or milk enab led ,s evera l of the s ick to f ollow by fo ot 

later in the day , bu t tr bnsportation to camp had t o be pro

vided f or ten. 



CHAPTER IV 

SALISBURY .PLAIN 
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Sal isbury Pl a in i s a thinly-g:rassed, undula ting 

tra ct of land, fifteen by twenty-five miles in extent, an 

area whose desol a tion i s occasionally broken by a clump of 

t rees, a town, or a s mall hamlet. Stonehenge s hows that 

the plain was well -known long before written records of the 

country were made. A monument on the ro ad between 'l'i lshead 

and Laving ton i ndic ates tha t highwaymen were in evidence 

there a s late as 1839. British troops ha ve f ound it an 

admirable pl ace for s umme r manoeuvres. 

The main body of t h e un it reached th e lines allot

ted the m at West Down North Camp, about 7.30 a . m., on October 

17, 1914. ~he men were breakfasted by the h . S. C., a nd t he 

officers by Harrod ' s . '.l'ented acco mmoda tion had been prepared 

f or the unit. There were marquees for its administrative 

needs, and bell tents, equipped with wooden floor-b ottoms, 

for the personnel. Pa illas s e covers were issued and s traw f or 

filling them was soon available. Each man had t wo woolen 

blankets. Though the morning wa s cloudy and cold, r a in and 

mud had not yet made their appearance. It seemed tha t t he unit 

was comfortably provided f or. 

Owing to transportation difficulties the kit and 

baggage did not t urn up until next day. On the 21s t the 

g rooms, who crossed on t he s . S. Manhattan, rejoined the unit. 

Eleven horse s , not the ones on t he strength at Valcartier, 

reached t he unit on the 23rd, but t he saddlery was not complete 

un t il the 27th. 

Divisional Order s established a routine for all 

troops: 
Reville 6.00 a. m. 

Retreat 4.30 p . m. 

1!1 irst Pos t 9.00 p . m. 

Last Post 9 . 30 p . m. 

Lights Out 9.45 p . m. 
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Saturday afternoons were s et aside as half-holidays, 

and from December 4 onwa rds, Wednesday afternoons were similar

ly observed. On Nove mber 18 it was announced t hat reville 

would until further notice, be a t 6. 30 a. m. 

Routine within the unit wa s al s o establis hed. Duty 

and orde r par ad es were held at 7 a. m. and 5 p. m.; drill and 

route march parades a t 9 a. m. and 2 p.m. A permanent sanitary 

f at i gue was det ailed, a nd the general dutie s of the c amp 

carried out under the s upervi s ion of an orderly medical offi

cer and an orderly N. C. O., detail s taken in turn by the 

respective ranks in twenty -four-hour periods. 

The unit. as whole, did no medic a l work on the Plain, 

but, on November 14, one N. C. o. and ten men wer·e det a iled f or 

hospital duty with No. 1 General Hospit al, at Bulford Manor. 

This detail rejoined prior to the unit' s departure from the 

Plain, the commanding officer Ci-f No. 1 Gener al exp ress ing in 

writing his commendation of their excellent work and good con

duct. 

The unit devoted a cert a in amount of time to infantry 

drill, signalling, etc., but mos tly t he men were kept in con

dition by route ma rche s . These were held practically every 

afternoon, holidays exce pted and wea ther permitting. 

Few of t he other ranks, when marching light, thought 

well of the regul ation pace. Most of the marches were made in 

fast time. Generally the r cutes we re ma pp ed out in advance, 

but occasionally they were carried out more or less at random. 

On one such occasion, after cons ider able aimles s wandering, 

St aff- Sergeant Burnett began t o wonder whe re he had led the 

unit. Semaphorists were despatched to the vant age points in 

order to locate and to signal the route to camp. Burnett 

never employed this method again, as he was led to suspect, 

from the behavior of t hose acquainted with sem&phore, that the 

messages sent back cont ain~ft more refere nces t o himself t han 

they did to his surroundings . 

Most of the marches were earried out under the le ader

s hip of an off icer. Many of these were quite informal. One 

officer , when the route permitted, not only would stand the 
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unit 11 easy" beside a public house, but would stand them a 

beer as well. Nor were the orders always as formal as those 

la id down in the manual. tt It looks like rain", said one offi

cer, on a .route march to Pond Farm Camp, "I guess you'd better 

turn round" • 

In the process of converting the other ranks into 

soldiers, disciplinary a~tion was now added. Perhaps this 

step was precipitated by a disturbance in ore of the tents on 

the evening of the 18th, a heated argument occurring there as 

to th~ relative merits of Meir's and Ganong's chocolates. As 

neither firmwas represented by its products, the argument ran 

loudly to words. Ultimately, it received its quietus from 

Captain Dickson, who, as a shareholder of Meir's, perhaps 

not iced that Ganong 's was getting the better of the controversy. 

Be that as it may, orders on the 19th warned the 

N. c. o. of the day that he was responsible for s eeing that the 

orders regarding "Lights Out" were strictly enforced, and that 

absolute quiet should prevail after nLast Pos t". At the same 

time N. C. o. 's and men were warned that they would be severly 

dealt with if found absent from their quarters without leave 

after "First Post 11 , and the fir st offender appeared before 

office next morning. From October 31 a picquet of three mount

ed guard at 6 p. m.; from November 21 the N.C.O.-in-ch2rge 

of the guard was called upon to submit a written report t o the 

or,derly room regarding the occurrences during his tour of duty; 

and the orderly officer was c alled upon to attend the tent-to

tent roll call at 9.30 p. m., to make s ure that no absentee 

escaped. 

But these measures were adopted not without re gret. 

"X------ 11 , writes Colonel Ford on November 3, nseems to have 

fallen from grace, as he went to Tilshead this a fternoon and 

has not returned at 'Lights Out' Whether he has tarried to 

worship at the shrine of BaochQS or Venus, I cannot say. I am 

sorry if I have to discipline him. ~-------, the model -----

has overstayed his pass too. One by one my idols are being 

shattered." 
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On the 21st the men received their first sterling 

pay, and that evening saw them experimenting with t his currency 

at the dry c anteen. One ma n returned with an a r mful of 

parcels, a pocket full of change and muc h a s 2ume d perturb a tion 

as to whether or not he had been "done" by the canteen. On 

his account being audited, it was found that he ha d bro~ht 

back more c a sh than he had taken from camp. In explanation, he 

said: ""Jell, the c anteen was crowded, and the clerks couldn't 

always make cha nge ri ght away; so I just stood by and at 

judicious intervals asked fo1~ my change." 

Divisional order No. 5 of October 23 gave sanction 

to the sale o f lig ht beer in the c s nteen s of t he Contingent, 

the preceding order having paved t he way by ann ouncing Divine 

Service for the 25th. Three we t ca nteens were provided f or 

West Down Nor th Camp, and the s outh canteen was placed at t he 

dis pos ition of the R. C. H. A . and · • M. C. uni ts. Beer wa s 

on s ale from 1 2 .30 to 1 p. m. and fr om 6 to 9 p . m. Each un it 

detailed one or more men to police their respective c anteens , 

and, as busines s p icked up, t he force wa s increased accordingly. 

On the 24th, Field Ma r·shal Earl Roberts. Colonel-in

Chief of the Colonial Contingents, i nsp ected t he troops of t he 

Ca na dian Expeditionary 1!, orce in the re s pective camp area s, 

appearing at West Down North Ca mp at a bout noon. 

On November 2 , t he unit participated in a rehe a rsal 

for a review by Hi s Ma jes ty, the King . This r ehea rsal, during 

which General Al derson inspected t he troops, wa s carried out in 

a pouring rain, t he Clearing Hos pital being in the parade from 

9. 30 a. m. t o 12.15 p . m. On November 4, Their Ma jesties, t he 

King and Queen, vi s ited and ins pected the troops, a rriving at 

the site selected for the pa r ade of t he Wes t Down North a nd 

est Down South troops about noon. Lord Kitchener and Ea rl 

Robert s acc ompanied them. 

This proved to be "Bob's" l ast visit. Shortly after, 

he crossed t he Channel to s ee his dearly beloved Indian Troops, 

who had :recen tly ar r ived in b,:r anc.e. He re, .he wa s stricken 

down with pneumonia. He died a t St. Omer, on November 14, 1914, 
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and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral on November 19, Colonel 

Ford and Captain Macdonald attending the funeral. At 5.30 p .m. 

on the 17th, t he unit assembled in the band marquee, a nd 

listened to an addres s , by Chaplain Fr ost, on the life of Earl 

Roberts, Britain' s best beloved soldier. 

On October 26 permission to proceed on leave was 

granted to a number of the other ranks, and a new chapter in 

the life of the members was inaugurated. Priority was given 

to those who ha d, or claimed t hey ha d, :relatives in the British 

Isles, and but a few of these "early b irds" reached London. 

Two of these, however, walked out of Waterloo Station, and 

paus ed a moment to take in the situa tion • .At t he same time, 

t wo young ladies, ad dr es s unknown, also paused, stared f or a 

moment, and one of them, in a startled voice, announced the dis

covery of a new presence: "Kin-ni-dians - and s ergeants too , 

by----." 

On November 9, · a party of 3 00 Canadians, consisting 

of representatives of every unit, a nd under the command of 

Colonel R. E. W. Turner, v.c., D. s . o ., marched in t he Lord 

Mayor's proces sion in London. Stf-Sgt. Dexter, Priva te Lawrence 

Holman and James McLeod repr es ented the Clearing Hos pital. 

November 20 saw t wo motor c ars taken on the strength 

of the unit for use as ambula nces . Ora,,an It ala, was loaned the 

unit by Captain Waring, of Beenham Hous e, and was r eturned t o 

him on Janua ry 19, 1915, prior to the unit's departure for 

.B' r anc e . The other was a new Ford motor a mbulance. In :response 

to a personal l etter from the commanding off icer to Mr. Henry 

Ford, a new motor ambula nce was pr es en ted to t he Clearing 

Hos pit al. 'l'his car wa s long a well-beloved me mber of the unit, 

s eeing and giving a grea t deal of service both in Engl and and 

Fr ance, i t being t he f ir s t ]' ord ambulance used in the British 

Army. It is inte1·esting to note that, while t he Itala could 

ma ke fift y miles an hour, t he military traffic re gulations 

in the Sa lisbury area, st ated that on no account s hould the 

s peed of moto r vehicles exceed 12 miles an hour, a nd thi s was 

reduced to eight when passing camps. 
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The unit' s ac tivities were mostly confined to t he 

purely milita r y phase of ca mp life. Sport, aving to the weather, 

had but a small share in the scheme of things. A football was 

kicked around, but no organized games took place . A concert 

by the unit was put on in the .band marquee, and a n occasional 

entertainment wa s given in the Y. M. C. A .tent at West Down 

North with unit talent. 

The spiritual sid e of the unit' s welfare was also 

considered. As early a s October 25 unit order·s reques ted that 

office.rs, N. C. O. 'sand men refrain from using profane l anguage 

within the camp area. (.As the urge to use this sort of language 

pr actically always was a s sociated with someone or s omething 

within the camp area, the strict observance of this request 

would have eliminated this fault almost entirely .) ~o further 

the good work Chaplain H. A. Frost was posted t o the unit, and 

reported f or duty at 11 a. m. , November 11, 1914. Ha d he been 

prophetic and undiploma tic enough to announce tha t exactly fo ur 

years would elaps e from the da t e of his comi ng t o the s i gning 

of the Ar mistice, it i s conceivable tha t the good work might 

have suffered a setback. 

Some Sundays all the troops of West Down North parad

ed in the open f or Services; on other Sundays they were held 

within the unit. On Dece mber 6, one of the officers conducted 

a large number of t he unit to the Church of England, a t Tilshea d , 

an invttation to atte nd J:i..a vi ng been extended to the unit. 'rhe 

of ficer sat in a pew d i rectly ahe a d of the Sergean t Ma ·jor and 

the Service had not pro gress ed v ery far hefore the officer sens 

ed that something was wrong ; both the choir a nd many of the 

congrega tion were ha vi ng difficulty in keeping str a ight f aces. 

Every few minutes the officer would cautiously turn his head 

in n n effort to loc ate the cause of t h i s mysterious mirth, 

never realizing tha t he was the cent ral fi gure in the comedy. 

Behind his ba ck the Ser geant Ma j or was ind ulgi ng i n a little 

pantomime; he was ca tching the eye of s ome young l ady in t he 

choir, pointing to the officer' s hi ghly polished head, and 

grinning . The young l a dies trie d vainly to keep their eyes on 
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the far corners of t he church; they kept wandering ba ck only 

to find the Sergeant Ma jor's finger directing their attention 

to the officer's bald head. 

The Y . M.C . A. tent was much patronized, though on dark, 

fog gy nights it was both difficult and dangerous to locate. But 

experience taught one how to find his way about. On one occa

sion a member picked himself up f or the umpteenth time, having 

jus t tripped over an unseen pile. 11 I know where we are, fl he 

said, fl t first I thought it was h.ay, but when I got a mot1thful, 

I knew it wa s manure. You c an't fool an oldtimer. " 

Bad weather was more or 1 es s continuous. The wash 

put out on the afternoon of Octo ber 21 had shown no signs of 

drying by the 25th. Most of i t ha d already been several ti mes 

in contact with the mud beneath the tent ropes of the marquees 

on which it had been hung to dry. Other a t tempt "' at washing 

gener ally proved a f ailure, an d most of th e othe r ranks 

generally ended up by having the i 1• washing done at '11ilshead. 

'l'he officers ha d a cent ral washing s ervice at the Bus t a rd. 

11 Wha t a gale. Wha t a rain. V hat mud. 11 wrote 

Colonel Ford, on November 30. "The wind :roars. '1'he tent ro ars. 

I would gla dly roar too i f it wot1ld do any good. No wonder t h e 

c anteen has a large a nd enthus iastic clientele, when nature 

s eems bent up on making u s a l 1 mos t miserable. ,r 

December 4th s aw t h e climax to a week o f wi nd and 

rain. -11 morning the othe 1• ranks were engaged in sect1ring 

tents, but at eleven o'c l ock the big s tor e mar quee went over. 

In a driving r ain a nd s l e e t s t orm the good s were ca :rr i ed to 

the orderly room ma r quee and s t ored. At dinner ti me this and 

a n officer' s t ent went down. '1:hree bell tent s were p itched, 

not without difficulty, and t he stores were a ga in put under 

cover. Pr a c t ic a lly every ma r quee ten t in the camp blew down. 

A short dist ance a way the tent s of the St a tionary Hospital we r e 

going, leavi ng t he patients exposed, un til re moved, to t he gale 

and r a in. A company of In f antry, comi ng t o the re s cue, by 

sitting on the pe gs, succeeded in keep i ng a few ten ts upright. 
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'11 0 the rank and file rain was preferred to a drizzle . 

A dri z zle or fog meant the usual parad es and drills, but an 

early r a i n of t en resulted in the pugler sounding tha t very 

popular c all: " No parade, t oday , boys; no parade t oday ." 

Mud was plentiful. It varied from a surface sticki

ness to an oozy knee-deep fluid around the c entres churned up 

by transports at service points. It wa s ankle deep a round the 

tent lines, an d no preca utions s ufficed to keep eight pa ir s of 

sho es from tracking up the i n t erior of the tents. Ea eh morni ng 

the f loor boards, we a the r permitting , were scraped off and 

scrubbed. 

At f irst no one seemed to worry about wet feet, but 

constant wetness gradual l y pr oduced an i nfl ammation, and many 

found the putting on of boots, in the mornings especially, a 

painful operation. It was a common custom for the men to 

remove their boots whe n entering a tent for any length of time. 

Two days before leaving the Pl a in, the unit shifted to new 

ground, and the duties within the lines were for this short 

period carried out compa r at ively free of mud. 

The t wo woolen blanket s per man were supplemented 

during the s t ay on the Plain with cloth blanket s of a variety 

of pa tterns, and he avy c loth being us ed as a substitute for the 

re a l a rt icle. One of these blanket s saw service wit h a memb er 

of t he unit throughout the wa r, and is now in Cana da , a 

cherished s ouvenir. Another vrn s ma de into a very useful house

coat, apres le guerre. 

Ra tions were sufficient, though many of the unit 

finished a meal firmly c onv inced they had lived up to the health 

adage: 11 Al ways le ave t he table ( tent fl oor ) fee l i ng that you 

can eat a little more" . Bread, ja m, butter and cheese were 

iss ued directly to the tents, supposedly in proportion to its 
occupants. But a tin of jam is hard t o divide, and a loaf of 

bread also proves tro ub lesome, s o the least crowded of the tents 

sometimes fared best. Sending det ails to Bulf ord had de pleted 

one tent until Leonard Reynolds f ound hims el f so lonely tha t he 

appl i ed fo r ad mis sion to a t ent har bouring many hungry inhabit

ant s . Hi s a ppl i c ation was ver y appeal i ng and ran somethi ng 
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like this: •rr have,'' said Leonard, ''ei ght loaves of bread, 

two pounds of cheese, fifteen tins of jam and an oil stove. I'm 

all alone in the tent. Can I come in with you fellows?" Cooked 

meals were served at the cook house and take n to the tents. The 

officers ate at a cen tral mess at the Bustard, catered to by 

Harrod' s Limited, not always entirely s a tisfactorily to the 

officers. 

Some changes were t aking place in the personnel of 

the unit. As already mentioned, Chaplain Frost was a tt ac hed to 

the unit on November 11; Private Vere K. Mas on, a n ex-me mber of 

the old Militia Unit, No. 2 Clearing Hospital, and now a Rhodes 

scholar in Eng land, joined on October 24; Captain Arthur Hunt 

Chute, already making a name for himself in the literary field, 

was taken on as a paymaster from the Surplus Officers De pot on 

December 10; and Staff Sergeant A. N. Tytheridge, a veteran of 

the Medical Services of the Boer War, tr ansferred to the unit. 

One casualty was suffered; Ser geant D. G. Mc Gillicuddy trans

ferred to No. 1 General Hosp it al on December 16. Some changes 

in ra nk took place. Private John Henry Montgomerie Bell, 

possessor of many degrees of Edinburgh and ot her s eats of 

lea r n ing, was com11is s ioned a Lieutenant in the c . .A. M. C. '.l'he 

other ranks especially were delighted to learn tP2t he was 

remaining with the unit. Not only was "Doc" an extremely good 

fellow, but an exces s ive amount of kitchen fatigue, performed 

by him in the capacity of a priva te, had established a bond of 

sympathy between him and the men that no sta rs could we a ken. 

On November 8, Ma jor H. A. Chisholm was det ailed fot duty at tre 

of fice of the A. D. M. S • 

.A change in the designa tion of the unit c a n also be 

noted. Divisiona l Orders of Nove mber 25 advised t hat tre A. M.C. 

would now be known as the Canadian A11 my Medic al Corps. a 

designa tion that Colonel B'ord had f re quently used in con.nee t ion 

with the old Militia Unit, and which he ins isted was more 

distinctive t han the plain • M. C. Unit order s of November 

23rd announced the c·able addres ~1 of the unit as "HOSONE". 



The note nG", repeated twice, indic a ting "Canada[! "Canada", 

following the Army Medical Cor ps or other call :vvas adopted 

as the distinguishing notes of the unit bugling . 
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Towar d the end of November, indic a tions seemed to 

point t hat t he unit would be moving to Clivede , in connection 

with the opening up of a hospital. On Dece mber 2, Colonel Ford 

and Captain R. . H. Ma cdo na ld proceeded t o London in th is connec

tion. They made various vi s i t s to Cliveden, and returned t o 

West Down North on the 8th and 9th re spectively . On the 11th 

Colonel Ford and Captain W. A. Pickup , the Quarter ma ster, pro

ceeded t o London and Cliveden to compl e t e aL rangements. On 

the 12t h, acting under ins tructions sent by the Colonel, a 

party left for Devonport t o a rr ange t he f orwarding of equipment 

to the new site. On De cember 14, Colonel Ford returned to West 

Down North. 

On the 1 5th orders to pro ceed to Cliveden on the 

morrow were received. Breaking c amp and pa ck i ng ope rations 

began early on the 16th. It was a f i ne day , a nd the personnel 

dined in the open. As s oon as the tr ansport mad e it s appearance 

the equipment was loaded. Colonel .E'ord , with the groo ms &nd 

horses, set out in advance of the main pa rty, arr iving at 

Lavi ng to n St a tion at 4 p . m. The baggage re a ched the re at 5 p . m • 

.d S six of the unit' s of f ice rs and six of the N. C. O. 's wer e 

away on medical courses, Chaplain Frost fell he ir to the pa r ade, 

which moved off ab out 4 .30 . Unfortunately for tho s e s uffering 

with tender fee t, the r everend genfieman did not keep to the 

straigh t pa th, but proceeded by a r ou t e two miles longe :i: tha n 

t he direct one, ar riving a t the st a tion a t 7 p . m. The unit 

entrained at Lavington, changed at Pa tney and a ga in a t Reading , 

detrained a t 'l'aplow, and had a mile ma rch to the Lod ge. 

Inflamed feet , who2 e condit ion was not i mproved by a train 

journey of s everal hours in tight boots , mad e tha t a long , l ong 

mile; but on reaching the j ourney ' s end , half a n hour after 

midnight, all had t he s atisfacti on of s eeing for themselves, 

befor e t urning in, tha t thei r liv ing c onditions had immeas ur

ably alter ed for the better. 
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The unit was now loc a ted on the his toric Esta te of 

Cliveden, a t 1:l'aplow, Buckighamshire. l'hroughou.t its history 

this Estate has c ar rie d a strong savour of the military. Be

fore the Conquest, it was the property of Godwin, Ear l of Kent. 

The first house known to have been bu.Ht here wa s erected by 

George Villiers, Duke of Bu.ckingham, i n the :reign of Charles II. 

It was built for his son, the second Duke of Buckingham, The 

Es t a te was lost t o the Duke during the Civil Wa r, but c a me into 

his hands again on the Restoration. The orig inal house was 

burned, as was it s successor. La ter the pro per ty was purchased 

by the Ear l of Orkney , wh o, among othe r things, a l tered the house 

considerably, bu.ilt 'l' aplow Cott a ge, and erected a monument in 

the Blenheim Pavilion to the Duke of Ma rlborough, under whom he 

fought. After c hang ing owner s hip s ever al time s , the p roperty 

c ame into t he ha nd s of Ma j or, the 5:on ourable Wi lliam ,a ldorf 

.A stor. Of particul a r interest is t he f act tha t " Rule B1•it anni a" 

was first sung here , duri ng the performance of a pl ay , att ended 

by the Prince of Nales, in 1707. 

Cliveden Estate border s the Thames some t wenty miles 

above London. Magnificent tre es, wide expanses of lawn and 

field, beautifu.l shrubbery a nd delightful g8rdens, all s erve as 

a setting to Cliveden House, a mansion well worthy i t s surround

ings. 'l'he pre s ent hous e was built about 1830 , but t he ense mble 

was the f abric of c enturies. Even t he f lower s speak history; 

on the l awn, crossed sword s , in floral de s i gn, ma xk the pl a ce 

where Buckingham fought a d uel in 1667, the s ec ond s a lso engcaging 

in keeping with the spirit of the times. 

lv.ijor Astor had pl a c.ed a t t he di sp os al of the Cana d i an 

Medical Servic e several building s for the es tablishmen t of a 

hospital, the pr epa xa tion of which wa s t o be c a rr i ed out by the 

unit. 
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The building selected as t he main unit of t he hospi

tal wa s a goodly-sized bric k structure, housi ng the indoor 

tennis courts, and wa s easily adaptable to t he requirements of 

a hospital. It provided four wa rd s , each 30 by 60 f eet, one 

ward 20 by 80 f eet, with s uitable rooms f or all auxiliary 

s ervices. In this build ing t he uni t established it s orderly 

room. 

The pers onnel were qu a r t ered in Taplow Lod ge and 

it s out-buildings. '.L'he Lodge wa s a two and three story ivy

clad Georgian mansion with furnished rooms, carpeted floors, 

curtained windows and a mple baths - a st rong contrast to the 

late quar ters on the Plain. '.i:he out buildings , in which the 

men were quart e red, were as comfortable as unheated build i ngs 

in December can be. Oil s toves were at first provided, but, 

on the 22nd of December, owi ng t o a stove being dis c overed in 

a condition that easi ly mi ght have led t o a serious f ire, they 

were withdr awn, and none a llowed wit h in the Lodge with out the 

specia l permis s ion of the Commanding Officer. At f ir st the 

horses were p ic ke ted under the t ree s , with t he grooms occupy-

ing a mar quee 

kind offer of 

but advantage was taken of the 

t he horses and quarter the 

grooms on hi s est a te, Hed s or. 

The recr ea tion cot tage , pr ovided for the personnel of 

the Cliveden Estate, was a l s o pl ac ed at the disp os a l of the 

unit. It included a r eading room and a billiard room. Books, 

magazines, ga mes and a gramo phone were pr ovided, and a cup of 

chocolate and other re fteshme nt s s erved evenings, all the 

la rgesse of the unit' s hosts. 

Another popular re s ort in the immedi ate nei ghb ourhood 

was the :publ i c house known as "The Three Fe a thers", alld con

ducted by a wenned and jovia l proprietor by the name of "Joe". 

It was a well-ordered pl ace, and a p icqiet under t he orderly 

N. c. O. of t he day saw t hat all members of t he unit left at the 

proper hour. 11 f e ature of t hi s pl ace was the pre s ence of two 

hale an d he art y pensioner s of the Es t ate, one in hi s n ine t ies 

and one in his eighties, either of wh om could drain his glass of 

be er as of ten as it was filled. 
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Taplow Village, about a mile down, and :Ma idenhead, 

a town of s ome fif teen thous and inha bitants a mile or so beyond, 

als o p rovided a t tractions to round out the off -hour s . The men 

quickly established t hems elves in the good graces of the 

community, and the large per cent a ge of the leave warrants issued 

to the members of the unit in :B1 rance with Mai den head the 

destination tes t i f ies to the close t ie s f ounded by many of the 

un it during their six s hort weeks in this locality. ,.:,uite a 

number of Kitchener' s New .A rmy wer e bill et ed in the town, but, 

being t he only Canad ians in that a re a and limited in number, 

the members of t he unit attrac t ed special a t tention. To the 

children, during the f i r st few days, they were somewhat of the 

nature of a sid e-s how. "There g oes a Ka-nide-e-an'' wa s 

frequently heard . 

But these ma ny divers ions had a s omewhat un toward 

effect on dis cipline; they made it much e as ier getti ng into 

c a mp a little late tha n a littl e early. Disciplinary ac t ion 

was t aken; N. C. o. ' s were \Va rned tha t their a ppoin tme nts were 

but pr ovi si onal; on J anuary 13 it was a m1ounced tha t t he g ua rd 

would not be dismoun ted until the l ast pass was ha nded in; a nd · 

on t he 17th it was decided to keep t he guar d on all n i gh t. 

"Confined to Barr acks" wa s the pun ishment usually handed out 

to this class of offender s , a nd, a s practically all the fatigues 

were done by t he " C.B." me n , it provided one of the fe w c ases 

wherein the innoc.ent were benefited by the errors of the guilty, 

rather than being punished along with them , as so often pr oved 

to be the c ase. 

Tr aining wa s conducte d a long t he same lines a s a t 

Salisbury, but under more fa v ou r able an d ple as anter· co nd itions. 

Infan try drill rece i ved consi der able a tt e 11tion, and 2ome of the 

N. C. O. ' s were known to devot e a portion o f t h eir ti me t o t he 

study of the ir ha ndb ooks . 

Of :particular int e rest v1ere the rout e ma rche s . 'l' he 

many fine ro ads and be a ut i ful by - ways furn ished innumer able 

attractive ro utes, and cnany pl aces of i nt erest were vis i ted -

Windso1· , Eton , Ma i den he a d, Burnham , Bour n e En d, Stoke Poges, 

Burnham Be eche s , etc . These route ma rc he s we re hap py affairs. 
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Ned Hunt wi th his cornet, rrhalberg Binns with his flute, and 

Lance Ke epi ng with his kettle-drum would f urnish the acc ompani

ment to the voc al effort s of the unit. "ll'i pp er a ry" was a s trong 

favourite, but "Sweet de line"· and "There's a Long, Long '.l' ra il " 

we:re not far behind it. Francis McKeegan s eemed to be a ble to 

produce a parody of every wel l-known s ong : 

Just before the battle, rnotrer, 

I was eating Iri sh stew; 

When I heard the bugle sounding, 

To the rear I quickly flew. 

All' s well, mother, you will never 

See my name among t he s l ain; 

For when the guns beg in to r attle 

I '11 come marching home again . 

The route mar ches were in sha rp contrast to tho s e 

of the Battalions of Kitche ner' s New Army, traini ng in that a r ea , 

whom the unit would often me et on the road, marching at atten

t i on or weig hted down under he avy pa cks . 1:1 s soon as they were 

sight ed t he Clearing Hocp ital would marc h at attention, somewha t 

s ubdued by the thought that, whereas their tr a ining amounted only 

to 1•ecreat ion, other s vv ere not ha vi ng it s o e a sy . 

But t r ai n i ng in medic a l and inci dent al du t i e s wa s not 

a.toge t her neglected. _::, number of of ficers and J. C. O. 's were 

attac hed t o British milit ary hosp it als f or i nstruction and train

ing . Sergeant Ha rold Lantz , ha ving take n a c our s e in f ield 

cooking , wa s assi gne d the t a sk of demonstrati ng the prope r method 

of prepar i ng an individual me al in a t i nni can . On the st rength 

of t his demons trati on , r aw matexia l was is s ued t o each man , and 

at 1 0 a . m. on Januar y 26, they s et out for Buxnha m Beeches , 

there to pu t hi s teachings to a pr actical t es t. It is re ported 

that s ome did actually e a t what t hey ha d c ooked. Ma ny were of 

the f irm bel i ef t ha t this wa s one of t he most useful p i eces of 

practical knowle dge, wi th regar d to f uture s ervi ce, t ha t the y 

had so f a r ac qu ir ed. Unf ortunately (o r :pe r haps f ortunat ely ) 

on no occ asion wa s t he knowl edge of t hi s fine art required to 

be put into execut ion . 

The s ub je ct of coo king serve s to bring u p a unique 
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phase in c onnection with the fare a t Taplow. This pro ved to 

be the only period during which the unit , a s a whole, drew a 

subsistence allowa nce in lieu of rations. Through the good 

management of Captain W. A. Pickup an d his ass is tan t s , the men 

not only lived well, but there was a cons ider able sum of money 

left over f ro m this a llowance, prov id i ng a. f und th at s erved 

them well on a number of occ asions . But that this ·sum was so 

substantial wa s due, in a large mea sur e, to t he regular 

contr ibutions of venison mad e to the unit by Major Astor. 

A p encilled inscription, found on t he men ' s mess 

table, need not be taken too seriously: "Dec. 24 , 1914 . Upon 

this date Cor poral Spencer a nd Pte . Keddy enjoyed a beautiful 

b reakf a st of b acon, 99 9 / 10% fat, inky black tea minus the 

richest milk and also punk bread wit hout Engl ish butter." 

Christmas started off with a chilly morning . The 

N.C. O. of the da y , on a v i sit to Corpor a l Spencer' s barra ck 

room, was asked to enter a c omplaint, the inmates claiming t hat 

it wa s too cold to sit a round without oi l stoves . Their com

plaint was duly s ubmitted to Ma jo:c MacKinnon. "Too cold to 

sit around, hey, Ser geant vfa jor! 11 "Yes, sir". "Fall the men 

in and g ive them a littl e fa tigue wor k this morn ing. 'l'ha t will 

warm them up." When the f at i g ues were finished the men return

ed to their r ooms t o find oil s toves awa iting t hem. Rabb it 

stew , roast pork, and plum pudding wer e the high light s of t he 

Christmas dinner. 

Shortly af t er the arriva l of the unit, l.fr s . st or 

advised that she was giving a dance a t Christmas, and t hat all 

the unit were invited. Colonel For d an d Ma j or Ma c Kinnon had 

high te a at Cli veden Ho us e, and the remainde r of the un it 

arrived there a t 8 p . m. l'he evening opened with a Sir Roger, 

Tfa jor and Mr s • .A stor, Lord a nd Lady Es s ex, o ther titled guests, 

the Editor of the Lond on Times, s erving ma ids and serving men , 

officers a nd othel' Tanks , a ll joined in the g ames a nd d a nces. 

The belle of the evening was a W~ ss Dor othy, a 

youthful, yellow-haired maid en, wonderfully g owned, who just 

r adiated 11 per s onalit y plus 11 , "it", a nd '1 everything 11 • 'l;he 

competition for her dances was more t ha n keen . In a g cJ.me of 
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musical c ha irs. w'ne n she and Ser geant Walton were figh ting it 

out f or the l ast ch a ir. he tumbled to something t hat f ew of t h e 

others suspec ted. •tThis , " Walt on whi spered to her, "is a devil 

of a game f o r t wo g rown up men to be pl ay i ng . " But the major ity 

did not have t heir illus ions sha ttered un til much later in t he 

evening . when Mrs. Aetor. announci ng that she had caught a spy. 

se par ated her s on fro m his he a ddr ess of yellow ha ir. 

Mrs. Astor s pent much of her time ent ert aining the 

non-dan cers, after having done her utmost to reduce t his c l a ss 

to a minimum. She c onduc ted ~2 lf- a -dozen of them to the dr awing 

room f or an a ll-around cha t. during which she ga ve the m a 

lecture on "grin and bear it " that should ha ve been b etter oh

s erved by all of them on more tha n one occasion. It was pa st 

t wo a . m. before the unit marc hed back to billets. 

'l.'he da nce. however grea t a succes s fro m the enter

t a i nment point of view, reve a led tha t one s i de of t he un i t ' s 

education had be en s a dly neglected; so , on J anuary 4. un it o rders 

sought to provide a remedy. Captain Chute wa s i rmtructed to 

organize a dancing cla s s amongst the N.C. O. ' s and men. while 

Captain J. :M . Stewart was det a iled to arrange music for Divine 

Services and other occasions . No one wh o ha d ever seen Captain 

Chute dancing or who had ever heard Captain Stewart s ing , would 

doubt that the y were t he right men f or the jobs . Ca ptain 

Stewart met wi th co ns iderable s uc cess. but t he dancing , a s did 

most of the unit's effort e i n the direc tion of the aesthetic, 

never pro spered, and exp ired much the same wa:; as did the band. 

'I' he unit had but one opportunity to reciprocate, in 

part, the many k i ndnesses shown by their hosts. Pr actic ally 

every a ble-bod ied man on the estat e had a l r e ady e ntered t he 

SerYice; so, whe n Colonel Ford learned th&t Ma jor Astor wi s hed 

to ha ve s ixty large trees cut ~own, he volunteered t he s erv i ces 

of the un it. On t he morn i ng of De cember 29 , ab out t wenty of 

t he me n , a rme d wit h a cr os s - cut saw , t wo axes and two s teel 

wed ges, set out t o s l a ughter thes e tr ee s . It was luc ky that 

t he reput at ion of Cana da' s lumb e rmen was not left ent ir ely in 

their hand s , for by noon the twenty , wor k i ng by relays, ha d 

s ucceeded in downing only t wo tr e e s , in s p ite of ha vi ng broken 



53 . 

one axe-handle, having split the other· , and having put one of 

the wedges out of all further service. 

It was at Taplow that the Sergeant s first developed 

a s erious case of growing pains. 1Por some time they had been 

becoming more and more aware tha t there were certain benefits, 

as well as resp onsi b ilities, at t ached to their stripes. Some 

of these n.c. o. ' s had been s ent out to I mperial Hospit als to 

become f am iliar with their duties, a nd had be come fa milia r with 

certain privi lege s a s well • . taff - Sergeant Ty t he ridge, too, 

was a fount of information on the subject. So, on December 31, 

when Ma jor Astor placed a cottage at their dis p osal, the occa

sion was used as an excuse to re ma rk mo re openly on " our rights " . 

On January 2 t hey were told to parad e to Colonel Ford, who would 

discuss the ma tter with them. A sepa rate mess was the big point 

at stake. To this the Colonel readily gave his consent, a nd 

advised the m to meet Ma jor Mac Ki nnon a nd arrange details. On 

t he 3rd, mat t ers' were s a tisfactorily s ettled, and that day 

Major Astor ins pected them in their new quart ers . 

Staff Sergeant Tytheridge 's s u ggestion that they ha ve 

four meals a day, instead of the u s ual three, met with unanimous 

approval; breakfast at 7.15, lunch at 12 .30, tea at 4.30 and 

dinner at 8.30. Ser geant Holde n wa s decorator-in-ch ief. The 

official opening of the mes s on the 4th f ound t he roam re splen 

dent with colored pap er and red l amp shades, whil e a plant 

graced the centre of the t able. Yet the mi ghty Tytheridge was 

uns a tisfied: 

He raised his eyes; he lookeda r ound; 

He gna shed his teet h and darkly fr owned. 

"Wha t lacks this room whe re we a re f ed ?" 

Then s oftly to hi ms elf he said: 

"Linoleum and a doormat." 

On the afternoon of th':l 5th, Mrs. Ast or , ace ompanied 

by Mi s s Nellie Rozier, sis t er of Mr s . vHns ton Chui•chill, visited, 

and asked if t h ere wa s anything she could do to make them more 

comfort ab le. Tytherid ge took thi s opp ortunity to present his 

linoleum a nd doormat plea. As tea was ab ou t to be served the 

visitors were invited to remain. lv1-r s • .A stor could not a ccept, 
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but Miss Rozier accepted, and became their first tea guest. 

A char mi ng g irl in her early t wen t ies, she a lready was a 

seasoned veteran of the Great War. She had s erved as a nur s e 

in the British a rmy, been captured and imprisoned by the 

Germans , and resumed nursing behind the German lines, and had 

finally been returned through the efforts of the American 

Consul. 

Very promptly there came to the mess the linoleum 

and doormat, but - alas - Tytheridge, the arch- pleader, had 

alrea dy been sent to London on a course of instrQction. 

If he could s ee us l augh and smile, 

Residing here in homelike style, 

I n envious mood he ' d dro vm a beer 

And gi ve this mi ght y curse (I fear): 

"Linoleum and a doormat • 11 

It was under the conditions now ex i s ting tha t the 

comradeship among t he sergeants developed; where f ormerly they 

drifted into g roups in a ccordance with tenting arrang ement s, 

they now bec ame an entity. It was he re too they ad opted a 

motto that wa s f requently to s t and them in g ood stead: 

"'.rogethei we st and , provided we do1; 't fall. 11 

FellO Vl,'Shi p among .the r ank arid f ile was also develop

ing , much in accord anc e wi th the b illeti ng ax.rangement s. The 

stable was the largest barrack room, and the inma tes early 

designated t hemselves "The Bowery Gang", a title that was some

what ju.s tified in that this room furnished q_ui te a high 

percentage of t he C. B. men. 11 me mbers of this room were 

g iven s uitable nan~s - Dago Fr ank, Lefty Louie, Incinerator 

Bill, etc. Lance-Sergeant Trefry, ha ving rendered s ome signal 

service to the Bowery Gang - a s ervice rendered in all 

probabili t y by not pe r for ming a certain part of hi s duty as 

orderly N.C. O. - wa s made an honorar y member and g iven the name 

of "Alkali Ike". Orde rs were published daily . "To be killed: 

Ser geant Ma jor Robart"; " Next for assassination: St aff Sergeant 

Dexter" was a da ily fe ature, a new victim being s elected each 

day. "Calamit y Hall" was the name a dopted by t he next largest 

room, and gan g war f are bro ke out when some of the., inmat es caught 
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a member of the "Bowery Gang" and tossed him in a blanket. 

Colonel Ford ha d re garded t he Cliveden move not with

out mis givings. On December 4 his diary records: "I do not 

know how this thing is g oing to turn out. I would not touch 

it, if I thought it would prevent my going to the Front." And 

again on Dece mber 15: "We a re ordered to g o to Cliveden to

morrow, a nd will t ake all our men with us. I do not know how 

the move will turn out. I f it means that we a re to remain in 

Engl and and not s ee Fr ance, then indeed it will be a bad move." 

But shortly after the unit' s arrival a t Cliveden, 

it be c ame cert a in that the unit' s s·ojourn there would be 

comparatively short; and that another or ganization would move 

in. The work of conver t ing the indoor tennis courts to hosp it al 

wards, etc., wa s a lrea dy in p rogress on that unit' s arrival, a nd 

was r ea dy for equipme nt by Ja nuary 16th. 

"The War Story of the C. A . M. C.", by Adami, g ives 

a synops i s of i ts l at er development : 

"The hosp ital ha s grown greatly s ince those early day.s, 

so that the spacious wa rds in t he · te nnis court fo1•m now but an 

incons iderable portion of the gre a t Duchess of Connaught Hospital, 

or, as it is now known officially, no. 15 General Hos p ital. It 

was e quipped by the Canad ian Red Cro s s and the personnel was 

furnished by the Canadian li. r my iledica1 Corps. '.l'he hos pital con

tinued to do much excellent work on a greatly enlarged scale until 

the end of the wa r, but to Ma jor (n ow Colonel) Ford a n d h i s staff 

belong t h e credit of establish i ng those f irst wards." 

The middle of January s aw ma ny s i gns poin ting to an 

early withdrawal. On the a fternoon of J anuary 15, Prince Arthur 

of Connaught ins pected the unit, an d conve rs ed with near.. l y all 

the men individually . This vi s it pres aged t he co mi ng move. 

On the 17th Ma jor H. A. Chisholm, now of the A.D. M.S. 

Office, inspected the attestation papers of the unit; on the ~0th 

Ma jor 1iacKinnon left for Pl ymouth to check over and rep ort on the 

e quipment, :returning on the 23rd a nd 1· epor t ing shor,t age s; on the 

24th Ivia jor MacKinnon and Cap t a in Pic kup p roceeded to Sali s bury 

in connection with ordnance, retur ning on the 26 th; on the 2nh 

Cap tain R.H. Ma cdonald, Lee- Sgt . Trefry, Pt es . James ~cLeod a nd 
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Carmon Robart proceeded to Plymouth in s peci al connection with 

the e quipment. Unit orders record other preparations: all r anks 

were advised to supply t he ms elves with matches, whi ch were re

ported to be ver y expens ive in France; on the 28 th it was 

ordered that all kit, l aundry and other article s be ass embled 

a t once in rea diness f or a qu i c k move; on t he 29 th all leave was 

ca ncelled and t hose on l e a ve recalled; on the 30th even passes 

to t he neighbouring towns were forbidden. On the same day the 

men rec eived their l as t pay in Engl and , a nd the paymen t was mad e 

in gold. 

Though a tele gr am had been received from the D. M. S. 

on t he 26th advising t he un it to be in :read ines s to lea ve at 

once f or France, definite news of the move c ame s uddenly and 

surprising l y soon, in spite of the warnings. 11arc hing or ders 

we re received at 10.35 p . m. on the 31st f or ent raining a t 

10.40 a. m. on the 1s t, wi th Southampton t he destination. Some 

who had special d uties, turned out immediately and proc eeded 

with t heir wor k . All were on hand a t r eville and , aft e r giving 

a f inal touc h t o their per sonal kits, pr oceeded with the pac king 

of the general stores. Lac k of trans port at ion hand icapped 

matters s o that, when the t r ai n arrived at 11.40 , t here was st ill 

one load on the way . It wa s not until 1 2 .10 that t he train 

pulled out from the s tation. 

The outstand ing f eature of t he stay at Cl i veden wa s 

the many kindness es and a tt en t ions bes towed upon all r anks by 

Ma j or and Mr s . s t or. il s s oon as •Irs • .A stox hea r d t he re wa s 

s ickness i n the ranks , she e quipped a waxd f or them , and was a 

f re quent vi s itor. As a final s end of f, s he planned a dinner f or 

the officers, and a big entertainment f or the me n , but the unit 

moved out on t he day f or which t he pl ans we re made. So, during 

the pack i ng , Mxs • .astor appeax ed on the s cene wit h gi f t s f or 

ea ch a nd ple as ant wor ds of f arewel l . The un i t ca rr ie d away with 

them many pleasant me mories of t hei r stay at Cliveden . 



CHAPTER VI 

HAVRE AND BOULOGNE 

57 . 

Leaving Taplow Stat ion a.round noon, on .E1eb.ruary 1, 

1915, tr,..e unit proceeded by s pecial train, via Winchester, to 

Southampton, a rriving at the docks shortly before two in the 

afternoon, he.re they were joined by the detail s en t out on the 

29th under Captain R. H. Macdonald. By 3 .30 p . m. t he supplies 

a nd equipment had been stored. Thereupon t he othe r ranks , 

under the leader ship of one of the officers, proceeded to t he 

billets a ssigned to them. 

Ma r ching tl:1-.roug h the heart of a town tha t had s een 

so many well-trained soldiers , the uni t f el t it behooved them 

to show their best. But as usual when t h i s off icer l ed, v✓ a ve 

upon wave of chan ging ste p rolled fro m f ront t o rear . It was 

some months l at e r be f ore t he rhythm of this offic e.r' s ga it was 

set t o ti me, and i t t ook an experie rIDed re gula r of the Ir i sh 

Guards, Ser geant Lavery, t o do it. He di scovered that it con

sisted of a s eries of five be ats, t wo slow a nd three f ast ones, 

and suggested tha t the word s "Dunkir k to Calais 11 be used a s 

indic a tive of the time . Tho ugh this wa s never actually put in 

pr a ct ice, this officer wa s f amilia rly known among the s erge ants 

fro m that t i me onwa rd a s "Dunkir k to Calais 11 or "Dunkirk" for 

s ho.r t. 

The other ranks were billeted at t he Moun t Plea sant 

Sc ho ol for I nfants, now serving as a barra c k for tr oops pa s s ing 

through Southampton. Two r ooms were al lotted the unit, and 

arrangeme nts were mad e wi th the c a nteen t o provide a much needed 

lunc h of sausage , cakes and coffee. The mea l fin i s hed, Ned 

Hunt entertaine d on his cornet until shortly before 6 p . m. 

v he.reup on, permission to be ab s ent fr o m billet s unt il 10.30 p . m. 

havi ng been g r ant ed , the r e was a gener a l ex odus. The officers 

found billet s at t he Royal Hotel. 
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The morning of t he 2nd found t he other r anks back 

to army rations - hardtack, bully and cheese. The rooms were 

cleaned and overcoats rolled. At ten o'clock they proceeded, 

via street cer, to the docks. Here the e qui pment was loaded 

on the transport, t he Pacific Navigat ion Company' s S. S. 

"Huanchaco", the per s onnel boarding her at 4 p. m. No . 1 

Canadian Stationary Hospital, commanded by Lt-Col. Lorne Drum, 

cross ed t he channel on the same ship. 

A portion of one of the lower decks had been assign-

ed to the other r anks of t he unit. 'l' e a was followed by a s ong 

festival. Beds were prepared on the fl oor, not a t edi ous 

operation - a kit bag fo r a pillow, a rubber s heet f or a mattress, 

one blanket f or the blanket s , an d an overcoat for a comfor t er. 

"It had been raining, but the s tars came out jus t a s 

the tugs were coming alongs ide. We left the wharf about 9 p . m., 

with a stiff breeze blowing and the moon ju.s t ris ing . 1~e moved 

down the line, passing s everal big s hips , inc luding three in. 

the Red Cross Service; powerful searchlig hts were playing across 

the mouth of the b.ar bour, turning their inquisitive eyes in all 

directions , and never appearing satisf ied wit h wha t they had 

seen. A little l at er we were ordered below, the ma jority turn

ing in promptly in expectat ion of a r ough passage, whic h 

expectation was f ully realized during the f irst few hour s of 

the voyage. " 

The unit, as it c ross ed to Fr ance, comprised 1 officer 

and 27 other r anks of No. 1 Clearing origin, 5 offi cer s and 34 

other ranks of No. 2 Cl earing origin, 3 office1· s a nd 10 other 

ranks taken on at Va lc artier, and 1 officer and 2 other ranks 

taken on a t Salisbury - a t ot al of 10 officers and 73 other 

ranks. '.l' his does not include 4 reinforcements, Privates J. 

Murray, ii . Moc k , M. Mc.A voy , a nd 11 . Meaby , who had been detailed 

to join the uni t under date of February 1, but who were unable 

to do s o until after its arrival in France. 

At s i x o' cl oc k on the morning of February 3 the ship 

wa s in Ha vre noads . She idled s ome time , ente red the outer 

harbour at about 10 a . m., and pur s ued a tortuous co urs e tha t 

finally brought it t o the ·~uai Pondic he rry . :i.1 he unit dis -



emba rked at 11 a.m., a nd proceeded wi th the unload ing a nd 

storing of the e quipment, f inishing the task at 8.30 in the 

evening . 
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It was nearly ten p . m. when the unit began it s f our 

mile march t o Camp No. 6 , at Gravelle. Quite a portion of the 

journey lay along the city boulevards. Here the un it tried 

to entertain the citizens with songs , but s inging s oldiers were 

nothing new in the streets of Havre. "Tipperary" and 11 :Mandelay '' 

left them indifferent, so " O Canada 11 , "The Maple Leaf11 , and 

11 Alouette 11 were tried. It is doubtful if the c itizens recog

nized "Alouette•t as a son g in their own tongue, but someone 

evidently peraeived that a new voice was in their presence, 

and the word spread. {hereupon the unit was regarded with new 

interest , and " Vive la Canada" and cheers greeted them a long 

their way . 

But on reaching the out s kirts of the city all attempt 

to entert a in wa s abandoned, f or a mile-long hill rose s teeply 

from t he city to their de stina tion a t Camp 6, Gravelle. "As we 

rose, the Valley of the Seine bega n to s tretch out below", wr ote 

Captain Chute, "then the seaport itself came into view, with 

the warships on patrol, and the searchlights whipp ing the 

darkness." 

The o fficial billeting s cale of this camp was, a s 

regard s other r anks , fifteen men to a bell tent. '.l'hough a much 

more liberal provision had be en made t he un i t , it failed to 

prevent a numbe r of the s erge ants from s eek ing more commodious 

accommodation. '.l'hey helped thems elves to tents in a nei ghbour

ing row. Consequently, No. 1 Sta tionary Hosp i t al, marching 

into camp s omewha t later, fo und the s e s e1'.ge 1:mts c omfortably 

settled fo.r the night in tents t hat had been ass i gned t o them; 

so the usurpers a gain became mobile and s ought shelter in 

other vacant t ents. Not caring to ha ve their slumbers similar

ly disturbed on any future occ asion, next morning , by a b it of 

rearrang i ng of the personnel, t hey s ecured a ccommodation in 

the row set as ide f or the unit. 

Camp No . 6 lay on a high plateau overlooking the 

Seine, a nd exposed to the wind s s weep i ng in from the Channel. 



The camp served as a billet for incoming troops, acting as a 

liaison between boat and railway transportation. ~t times 

the camp would be reduced to the Commandant and his staff , 

while two days later it might number 10,000 men. 

The camp was under the command of Colonel C. E. 

Borton, C,B., an elderly officer, who c ould of t en be seen at 

work amongst l he tent s, fixing the ropes or digging dr a ins. 

60. 

Re was a typical member of an Englis h family with a military 

tr adition. His father wa s a member of the Expeditionary Force 

to Afghanistan in 1842 , ·.e himself followed the same trail 3 7 

years later, and his s on was now s erving in the same regimen t . 

Though 68, he, on the outbreak of war, had offered his services 

in any capac ity whatever. 

On ebruary 6 Ma jor Mac Kinn on was appointed .noting 

Adjutant of the un it, and on Febr uar y 16 Staf f Sergeant Tytheridge 

was appointed ' cting Sergeant Ma j or in pl a ce of Sergean t Ma j or 

Robart, admitted to hos p it a l s ick. 

One n.c. o. a nd t hr ee men were detailed t o do guar d 

duty over the e quipment at t he dock, a new guard being posted 

eac h day. Of all the unso ught-for det ails of the camp at Havre, 

guard du ty at the dock ranked the undisputed first. i'hus it 

was toot the Ser geant 1.laj or was b o th d elighted and dumbfounded 

when one o f the gua rd, walking the fou ,.• miles ba ck to camp, 

presented a note from the N. C. 0 .-in -cbar ge re quest ing t hat t he 

present guard be appoint e d _p erma nently . '.1.'he matter was so 

arr anged. In the mi nds of many, the myst ery s urrounding this 

unna tural request was en tirel y sol ved when, on the auival of 

the unit at Aire, t he quartermast er ins 'tituted an enquiry as 

to the where ab out s of two cases tha t had crossed the Channel 

bear ing the pr otective label "Horse Oil" , and it was found that 

al l but three or four bottles of this BRA NDY was missing. 

Thus it happened t hat "Hor s e Oil" became a very popular 

expression in the voc abulary of the unit . It a c quired a t hre e

fold significance: it became a term embracing any or all 

alcoholic beverage s , it was used as an expr es s ion synonymous 

wi th "eyewas h", and thirdly , as a paean for the e ars of the 

officers, a reminder t hat the y couldn ' t put anyth i ng over on 

the troops . 



A picquet of four men under the orderly N.C.O. did 

duty about the lines a t night; one N.C.O. and ten men were 

det a iled each day t o perform the general dut ies of the c amp ; 

one man was told of f for duty at the Y. M.C. A. hut; and Staff 

Sergeant i 'y theridge with eight men were appointed as a perma

nent fire picquet. 

61. 

Being now in the field, t he personal correspondence 

of the members bec ame subject to the censo r shi p :regulations in 

force; so, on Febr u ar y 7, Capt a in Chute was appointed censor 

for the unit. a ter, t his duty was usua lly a s s i gned to the 

Chaplains. An issue of two field post cards per man per week 

lightened the duties of the censor cons iderably, as well as 

going a long way toward solving the letter-writing problem of 

the troops. Lat er, too, the members be gan .receiving a :regular 

issue of "green" envelopes . Le tt ers enclosed in these 

envelopee were not subject t o un it c ensorship, but test c hecks 

of these were made by the cens orship authorities at the bas e, 

and appropriate penaltie s were handed out to thos e f ound 

guilty of a breach of the .regulations governing the use of 

these "green" envelopes. 

Cognizance too was taken of the fact that the unit 

was now among people who spoke a l anguage differen t from their 

own. On February 10 cl a s s es in rench were establis hed for 

t he officers, two hours daily being s et aside f or thi s purpos e. 

On the 16th, Lt . Bell wa s det ailed to give N.C.O. 's a half

hour' s inst ruct i on daily. 

But the re were ot her than the official ways of 

learning French. Lance- Sgt. i refry brushed up his considerable 

knowledge of Fr ench by collecting all t he urchins in the 

nei ghbourhood, lining t hem up accor ding to size, and per s uading 

them to sing their nati onal anthem an d any ot her songs they 

knew, until he became familia r with them . One kid, Henri Senecal 

by name, bec a me a protege of the sergeants. '.i.'hei:r suggestion 

that he be adopted by the unit in lieu of several st.ray dogs d id 

not receive support in hi gher c i rcles. 
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One N.C.O. earl y learned that he mustn't take his 

Prench too much for granted. He walked into an estami net, 

recalled the words that had brought beer to hi mself and s everal 

of his friends on a prev i ous occasion, and ga ve tongue to them . 

Six beers were shoved across to him i n rap i d sQccession. 

But even those with a good book knowledge of French 

often found difficulty in making themselves understood. Captain 

Chute, trying to loc ate t he bank of France, in Havre, asked a 

Frenchman: "Ou est l a Banque de l a Fr anc e?" To wh ic h the man, 

his voice indicative of his r egret to be of no service, 1• eplied: 

"Jene comprends pas l ' anglais." In fact it often proved 

mortifying to the man with a go od knowledge of book French to 

find himself unab le t o ·convey some s imple idea to some of t he 

les s intelligent of the i nhabitants and t o s ee one of his 

estaminet-educated compa t riots put t he same idea across in a 

dozen gestures and a less er numb er of words, i ncl uding probably 

"compr ee" and "promenade" . 

There was another noteworthy difference on this side 

of the Channel. Sunday s eemed t o ha ve lost muc h of its out ward 

significance. Shops were open , goods were being sold on the 

streets, and labour of all varieties go i ng on t he same as on 

any other day . 

Though there was cons i derable rain at night , and a 

cold damp wind occas ionally ma de it disagreeable during the day, 

on the whole the weat he r was fair. <_;_·here wa s some snow . The 

ground about t he camp was ha r d and hummocky, and t hough 

considerable water collected in t he hollows, but little mud 

wa s formed. The wat er could quit e easily be avoided by leaping 

fro m hummock t o hummock, that i s , until orders were g iven to 

reduce these, within the tent lines, to t he general level of 

the g round. 

Living condi t ions here under c anvas were not a t a l l 

bad. Reville so und ed a t 6 . 30 and "Fall in" at 7. 00 . But by 

this ti me most of t he me n had dres s ing down to such a science 

that they co Ql d tu.rn out t hre e minutes t o seven and stil l make 

the parade. On a sv_cce12s ion of cold moinings it was f oQnd 



that a minimum of effort anri discomfort could be effected by 

washing one morning and shaving the next . 

63. 

Tea and bacon in the morning . a he arty meal a t noon. 

and tea at night were s erved fro m the c ook- house. and th is wa s 

supplemen ted with a morning i ss ue of bread. ja m and cheese. 

These i s s ues were supposed t o l a st the day . but they had a 

hab it of disappearing befor e the eve ning me a l was off i cially 

cal l ed. 1he sp ending money of the troops came in ver y handy. 

The officers of the unit me s sed in the same mar quee as those 

of the St ationary Hospital. but s eparat e messes were ma intained. 

Wa r m wa ter was a lux u1•y that could rarely be obtained, 

bu t it was found tha t, by using the t wo parts of the t innic an 

al t ernat ely f or tea and s t ew . this utens il c ould be kept 

tolerably clean. the hot tea removing the grease fr om the late 

stew or bacon receptacle. 1' he men were rapidly becoming "old 

soldiers " . 'l'here was no d r i ll in Ha vre and but an occas ional 

route march. 

Socia l amenitie s within the unit lines were mostly 

confined t o indiv idual tents. '11he "Common- ordinary" se r geant s 

(a self - applied t erm to distinguis h t hems elves f ro m s taf f and 

quart ermaster sergeants) occup ied one ten t . It was here t ha t 

Reg ina l d Brown ac qui1•ed his name of "Reg ime nt al " Brown. He 

followed his discovery t ha t he wa s orderly N.C. O. on the 19th 

by announcing that he wa s "going t o be a s. regi me ntal as all 

---- " . and that he' d nrun" ever y co mmon-ordinary sergeant tha t 

he could. From " r evill e" to "l i g ht s out " he c amped on t he ir 

trai l. Then. his active du t i es over . he came ba ck to the t ent . 

to l ight a candle pre par a tory to hav i ng his us ual lunch befo re 

retiring . But & dozen att emp cs to ob t ain light were frus tr ated 

by flying mis s iles . s o he withdrew to the open pl aces . On 

looking out, he was s een s itting on a tent - fl oox botto m. eating 

his br ea d and ja m by the light of the moon. 

The Y. M. C. A. p ro vided a pl a ce for r ec r eation and 

entert a inme nt wi t hin t he c amp·. He re the unit put on two c onc erts. 

featuring Gi . M. S . Tytheridge as a comed i an . 1-Sgt. Trefry as a 

s inger, and Serge ant alton as an exponen t in the art of 

"Shoot i ng Dan '·fcG rew" . No . 1 Canadian Stat iona r y Hospi t al and 



other troops passing through v,.rould put on an occasional 

concert in thi s hut . 
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Sport ing affai r s were limited in number, but the 

combined efforts of t he Clearing Station and Stationary 

Hospital succeded in pro duc i ng a soeeer team that held a 

Company o.r Yorks to a t hree-to-three draw. Bfter t he game the 

players were very hospitably entert ained by t he Yorks a t t heir 

quarters. 

On one occasion a number of the unit mistook duty 

for s port. On t he 9t h a f atigue party of one N. C. O. an d t wenty 

f i ve men we.re re qu ired to exerci s e hor s es a t t he ~emou.r1t Depot. 

This party was s el ected from a much l arger nt1mb er of volunt eers . 

I t was not long , however, be f or e they made t h• discover y tha t 

exe:rcising horses for any leng thy period should not be classed 

as .recreation, but as a .rather painful duty . 

The passes to town , though quite limited in number , 

offered diver s ion to those who could get them. Like all old 

seaport towns , Ra v.re poss es sed much of intere st; besi de s , i t 

gave the unit th e ir fir st contact with the people of France . 

On February 22nd Captain B. L. Neiley , Dental Surgeon, 

joined the unit on t:rans fe:r from No. 1 Cana dia n Stationery 

Hospital. On t hi s da te, t oo, Ma jor W. T. M. Ma cKinnon and 

iaptain R. H. Maabnald pr oceeded to No. 2 British Casualty 

Cl earing St gj_on, Ba illeul, f or the purpose of famili a rizing 

t hemselve s wi t h the :routine of a c asualty clearing sta tion. 

Du.ring the stay at Havre the e quipment wa s again 

gone over, and deficiencie s we.re made up from the Depot of 

Medical Stores and Ordnance .Stores • . Attempts to this end in 

England had met wit h d elays and much :red tape, but he.re in ]'.r an ee 

the absence of delay or fus s was cons p icuous. 

The Canadian Division had entered .&' r anee by way of 

St. Na zaire , and it i s likely that the Clea:r i ng St ation and l O. 

1 Stationary Hos pital became separated f:rom the ~ by some sudd en 

rearrang ement o f the emba:r cation plans , and doubtless t he 

whole history of t he unit was thereby changed. It was t1nusual 

for a unit t o stay any le ngt h of time at t his rest camp in Ha ie . 
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s day by day went by, i t s eemed that t he authorities had 

forgotten the uni t co mpletely. f inal ly the camp Commandant 

dubbed the unit the "Los t Legion", and would greet the o. C. 

with: "Still here, Colonel ? They must have l ost you 

a l to gether." 

But by the 24th a move seemed imminent , so passes 

were i ssued t o any of t he men who desired to make purc has es 

in Ha vre. Cons equent ly, at 1 2. 20 noon, when word came that 

the unit mus t pack immediately, and load t he goods on cars 

at the dock, the lines we.re pr actic ally deserted. 

St af f -ser geant Dexter i mmedi ately despa tched the 

Ford ambulance and the grooms to the city to round up the 

men, and the next s enior N.C. O. wa s sent to the docks with 

a f orce of s even, every man tha t was ava ilahle. Two box c ar s 

were completely fil led before r einforc emen ts arrived, and by 

ten p. m. all equipment was s to wed in f ive cars. Owing t o 

the ex treme diff iculty i n packing t he equipment in the allotted 

c a.rs , Colonel ord tried t o have an adj oining vac ant c a r 

placed a t t he dis posal of the unit, but the R. T. o. (Ra ilroad 

'l' r anspo.rt Officer) would not consent to this. Nevertheless i t 

was appropria ted as a store room f or the kit bags of t he men, 

an appropri ation th a t was to cause s ome t rouble. 

After s t oring t heir kits, the men ma rc hed about a 

mile up the docks to an A. S. c. stable, Hanga r aux Coton, 

where t hey were quartered two men to a st all. A plent iful 

amount of loo s e hay was available. " Over a co mfort able l ayer 

of t hi"' hay we sp re ad our rubber sheets , following t hes e with 

a blanket; the n we sprea d ourselves , an ot her blanket, and 

topped t he whole wi t h our t wo great c oa ts. It pr ovided a wa rm 

and extremely comfortable bed on thi s , which was, in reality, 

a cold night, the snow of t he morning having given way to cool, 

snappy weat her. '1 'i'he officers put up a t the Hotel Tortini. 

On the following morning t he men ro lled their 

blankets and rubber s heets, an d break.fasted on ha r dtack, j am 

and tea. Some of tre hardt ac k ranked high in the scale of 

hardness, neces s itat ing the use of the dagger, a most useful 

attachment t o army knives. Neveltheless t he men were crunching 

on them not one whit les s contentedly than were the horses, 



in simila r st alls jus t opposite, crunohing away a t their 

breakfast of hay . 
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On arrival at the Gare Ja ritime, it wa s discovered 

that the s i xth c a r, i n wh ic h the men' s kit ha d been s to wed, 

had no t been a s s e mb led wi th the rest of t he t rain, but wa s still 

a t it s ori ginal posit ion a mile or so down t he 1 ine. So, 

s hedd ing their bl ankets, s ome leavi ng t hei r gre atcoa ts, haver

s acks and wat er bottles as well, the men mad e a f ast ma rch to 

the dock s to ret r ieve thei r kit s . '.I' his accomplis hed, t hey 

hastened back, arrivi ng in s i ght of t he s t ation a t ab out 9.15, 

only t o find t ha t the t r a in wa s under way , and to s ee Colonel 

Ford, a t t he r ear of the tr ain, r ap i dly exercising hi s f orearm 

in the milit ary method of co nveying t he co mmand "d ouble " . 

Thi s t hey did, and continued to do until t he t r a in be gan ma k

ing three feet to their one. In f act the mind now con j ures 

t he p i cture of a bewildered gr oup of men , ga zing al mos t un 

believingly at a t r a i n rapidl y d i sap peari ng in t he di s t ance 

with their o. C. s t anding on the r ear platfor m, s till si gnal l ing 

them on a t t he double. 

Thi s untowa r d P~ ppening wa s a culmi na ti ng blow t o the 

unit' s pride. Not onl y would t he author ities not rec ognize 

their r i ght t o commandeer box c ar s , but t hey now ma de it pl a in 

that they didn' t think enough of t he unit to hold a t r a in t wo 

minute s f or them. 

But, ha d t hey all r et aine d t heir bl anket s , great

coa ts, ha ver sacks a nd wa t er-bot tles, they woul d ha ve had little 

reason to feel s orry f or ttemselves; for, on mar ch ing two or 

three mile s t o ano t her s t ation , t hey were given pas s enger coach 

accommod ation, about eight to a compart ment, where as, on the 

tr ain t hey P~ d missed, onl y box-c ar acco mmod ation ha d been 

provided. Iron r ations - P~ rdt ac·k, bull y beef and a t i n c on

t aining sugar, tea and ox o - ha d be en iss ued, and were 

ava i l a bl e fo r t hos e who P~ d r et ained t heir ha ver s ac ks . One 

c ompa r t ment , however , f ar ed bett e r . il t wi ce-wo und ed Tommy , 

on duty at the st a tion, pr ovided them with br ead a nd t ea 

before t he t ra i n pul led out . It wa s a pleasant t r i p t hrough 

t h i s Nor mandy court ry s id e wi t h cos y vil lages and t owns dot ting 
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its fal'm lands. 

The unit reached Rouen a little after 4 p. m. and 

marched about a mile t o another s tation. It was an interesting 

march, for there were s evera l cathedrals and oth er fine build

ings along the way. The unit halted by the station, and while 

the officer's sought information, the men bought an apple woman 

out of bus iness. \/hereupon they discovered that the eating 

apples of Nor mandy were not of as high a quality a s the song 

"Apple Blossom 'I' i me in Normandy" mi g ht le ad one to suspect. 

'l'he officer s ha ving :r-eceived the required i nformation, the 

unit marched into a big shed, where coffee was served t hem. 

They en tr ained a t 7 p. m., thi s time occupying two 

of t hose well-known ei ght-horse-forty-men s ide-door pullman 

cars. '.L'here were a bou t 35 men to a car, and they found this, 

their first trip in a box-car, none t oo comfortable. Experi

menting proved t here was n o t room f or a ll to lie down, but, 

by sit ting with their ba cks t o the wall, they mana ged to get 

s9me sleep. But it was a c old night, the c ar s were drafty, 

and the blanket s , as well a s a n u.mber of t he grea tcoa ts, were 

all on t he ot her tr a in, s o sll we re e arly astir. Bef ore 

re aching Boulogne the t r s in pa s s ed clo s e to the s ea , a nd t he 

men c au ght t heir f ir s t glimps e of t he s and dune s - l ight bro wn 

in colour, with scatt e red tr e e s an d occasional pa tche s of very 

thin gr &ss. 'l'he tr ain pulled i nto the s t a tion a t a bout 9 a . m., 

followed s hortly by the tr a in c a rrying the o. C., most of the 

officers , the horses and e quipmen t. As s oon as Colonel Fo rd 

wa s sighted, someone broke into s ong, and the rest joined in: 

"Here we are, he re we a re, here we a re again!" 

As soon as the equipment c ars were s hunted t o a 

convenient siding , unloading commenced. This operation com

pleted in about thirty minutes, the majority t ook adva nt ag e 

of a ne arby tap for a much-needed .wa sh-up, prior to a dinner 

of bully beef, brea d and tea. It was well along in the after

noon befo:re three van s were pla ced at the disp os a l of the unit 

f or conveying the equipment to a s tore room, s o much ha d to 

rema in at the s iding overnight. number of boxes piled in the 

fo:cm of a hollow squa re a nd covered with a t a rpaulin, made an 
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billet f or Sergeant Reginald Brown and the six men t ol d off 

to guar d the equipment . The officers billeted at the Hot el du 

Louvre, and the hor s es wexe stabled a t the convalescent camp. 

The ma in body of th e un it now procee ded t o No . 1 

Convalescent Depot, located on high g round over looking the city 

of Boulogne, and ab out t wo miles from the s iding . The march led 

thr ough the histo ric al and wall-sur rounded, fortified part of 

the old city . A fe w hund red yards beyond the destination ros e 

a very t all column s upporting t he figure of Napoleon . 

Thi s monument, the most i mpor t ant in Boulogne , had a 

speci al signific ance to Br itish troops. 

standing with his back toward Eng l and. 

It depicts Napoleon, 

rt commemorates the 

occasion whe n , in 1805 , wit h an army of 100, 000 men ga thered 

t here fox the purpo s e of invadi ng Eng l and , he was f orced to 

turn h i s ba c k to tha t coun t ry - he thought but temp or arily - to 

meet a new menace agai ns t him in tb.e shape of tfl~ combined 

forces of Rus s i a and Austria . But though he defeated thes e 

forces at Aus terlitz, he was never in t he posit ion to turn his 

face toward England, thanks t o Nel son , t he Nav.v, and the Battle 

of Trafalgar. 

The convalescent de pot wa s well arr anged. Wooden and 

corrugated -iron buildings housed tb.e officers , stores, :r eading 

room, refreshment r oom and other service centres of t he camp . 

Bi g marquees, e quipped with wooden f loor s , bed-ste ads , matresses 

and electric lights, f uxnished roomy ac co mmodation t o the 25 

al lotted t o e ach tent - an accommod ation tb~ t could be ma de s till 

r oomier by dis carding the bed-s te ads , a s did the uni t , a nd 

sleeping with the matt resses on the f loor. 

The c amp , as indic ated by it s name, was designed to 

accommodate convalescent so ldiers. Though the uni t could no t 

quit e see them selves in tha t light , they were r eady to enjo.y 

any benefits accruing t o a convales cent . ~t the re freshment 

room, coffee, cocoa, milk and bovril were s erved at fre quent 

i ntervals. The r egul ar meals , to o, provided mo re variety than 

the usu.al army ration. For the fir s t breakfast in the s er geant' s 

mes s , porridge, milk, br ead, butter a nd ham were s erved. 
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The c amp wa s well pr ovided with walks of crushed 

stone, and th ese were s till being added to or extended by the 

convalescents under t he direction of the c amp staff. On the 

1st of L/Ia rch the men of the unit began working off their board 

in like fashion, ha mm ering , wheeling and laying rock. To many 

this t ask c a me as a retribution, for, only t he day before, they 

had be en elaborating on the plea sures of maki ng little ones 

out of big ones to the discomfiture of one of t he ir number, who 

gad just been awarded 21 days F ield Punishment No. 1, to be 

carried out at a detention bar r a cks i n the city. The staff 

N.C. O.' s reported the men of the unit to be good workmen, quick 

to take hold, and esp ecially quick i n ans wer'i ng the s i gnal to 

knock off. 

Lt. Bell was a ppointed officer in charge of the unit 

at the Depot, the remaining officers billeting in town a t Hotel 

du Louvre. An orderl y sergeant was daily appo int e d a t thi s 

c amp, i n pl a ce of t he orderl y N. C. O. hitherto detailed. One 

N. C. O. an d three men were permanently ap pointed wa ter and tent 

orderlies. The ot her men were availa ble for camp construction. 

The storing of the e quipment was c ompleted on t he 

27th. The following morning , be i ng Sunday, the me n fell in for 

church pa rade. s the Y. M. C. A. hut was too sma ll to a ccom-

modate tbe entire camp, but twenty of the unit were detailed to 

attend. Her e t hey were welcomed by the Chapl ain with: " I am 

pleas ed to meet y ou Canad i ans again. I was wit h the Strathcona 

Horse, as Chapl ain, during the South African Wa r •••••• ~l . 

On the 4th of Ma rch, orders f or a move on t he f ollow

ing morning were received, wor d reac h ing the ot he:r :ranks that 

evening . It a ppear ed tha t the unit 1'lere at l ast to ge t i nt o 

clear i ng -st ation action. In th e tent lines s ome speculati on 

a s to the future took pl a ce. Corpo r al Melbou:rne Neily offe:r ed 

as his opinion, tha t, i f a ma n was shot throu gh the head and 

ins t ant ly killed, he would know he was de a d befor e he d ied. 

Before the wa r was f i nished ''Meb " came ver y ne a r proving his 

theory. 

Early next mo:rning the unit :par aded, breakfasted, 

mar ched to t he t r a in, and commenced shifting e ~uipment and 
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loading cars. Two lorries furnished t ra~portation between 

the store room and the cars. At 11 a. m. Colonel Ford proceed

ed by motor to t he new location, Aire-sur-la-lys, arriving 

t here at about 3 p. m., and putting up at the Hotel ~nglete~re. 

1i t about thi s hou:r load i ng was completed, and the personnel 

boarded t he t r a in, pa s s enger coach accommodation be ing provided. 

Five nursing sisters, 'l'r ema ine, 'rew, Howar·d, Ji'ollette and 

River in, who ha d joined the unit on the 26 th of .i!ebruary, and 

had been billeted in Boulogne, mad e their first public appear

ance with the unit on thi s ttip. 

The train did not pull out until 3 .30 next morning. 

It was a sleeples s night, and at daybreak all pre tens e of 

s leeping was abandoned. At 6 a . m. the train s topped a t 

Wizernes; it pa ss ed through Argues, and a rrived a t its des tina

tion, h ire-sur-la-lys, at 8.30 a . m. 

As the tr ain was pulling i n , a pa rty of Indi an troops 

was seen, killing or dres s ing sheep, or goa ts. They wer e very 

methodical. One seized the animal by the he ad, another by the 

t ail, 5nd both pul l e d, while a thir d, wielding a scimit a r , 

severed the neck at a blow. The he adsman then flung the head 

t o one s ide, and , while the f ir st t wo went for another victim, 

a fou.rth oo:i.zed the carcass a nd dragged i t to the others who 

were engaged in skinning and cleaning. 

The unit detr a ined immedia tely am , a s it was raining 

hard, t hey soug ht the. she lter of the s t ation, cind l ater the 

shelter of a big shed. Here they wa i ted until lorries had been 

provided, when they drove off to the ir new prison home , Fort 

Gass ion. 
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CH.APTER VII 

THE BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPPELLE 

Fo:rt Ga ssion wa s built by Phillip IV of Spa in 

after the First Sie ge of Aire in 1641. Aire, in the old days , 

wa s completely su:rrounded by a wall of three gates . F'ort 

Gass ion was built a qu arter of a mile in ad vance of the St . 

Venant gate, the northeastern ent r a nce to the town . The Fort 

consisted of 8 bastions, 25 guns , p owde:r ma ga zine and drawbrid ge. 

B deep moat , fi lled wi t h wa te:r, completely e lC ircled the 

bastion walls. It ~as ori gi na lly known as Fort St. Fr anco i s , 

but, at t he end of the 18th Century, it was g iven it s present 

na me in memory of ~ jor Ga s s ion, a gallant c avalry officer 

who ha d defended the town in the Second Sie ge of 1641. 

Fort Gas s ion s ha red al l the troublous fortune s of 

h ire, throughout a c en t ul'y of intermitten t i nvas ions by Spanish 

and English soldiery. In 1659 , by the "Tr ea ty of t he Py renne s ", 

Spa id ceded to Franoe all of the Artois excepting t he t owns of 

Aire and St. Omer; and in 1676 t hese towns al s o pa ssed into 

French hand s , Aire falling aft er Fort Gassion ha d been taken 

and used as a stronghol d a gainst her. On this occ asion 

Louis XIV, i nspecti ng the fruits of his victory, vi s ited the 

fort. 

In 1710 came the Sie ge of dire by the Bri tish . Thi s 

l asted from th e 2nd of Septembe r , 1710 , to the 12th of February , 

1711. wo days before the end of t he iege, .1!7 ort Gassion 

c apitula ted and was occupied by the Duke of Marlborough. In 

this siege the French lost 3,000 men and 100 officers; the 

British lost 1,100 i n all. 

For a long ti : e after this occupat ion the ~ or t wa s 

abandoned. I t was f inally taken ov e:r by the nat ional aut ho rities 

and used a s a rest home f or the aged a nd infirm of t he French 

soldiery. Later it was conv erted into a milit ary prison, and 

as s uch i t continued unt il the ou t br eak of the Gre at War . 
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Since then it P~d served a s quarters for various units. At 

the time of the a rrival of No. 1 Canad i an C. C. s . it was 

being used as a res t stat i on for Br itish troops. A motor 

ambulance convoy was loc ated the re, and one or another of the 

convoys was billeted a t Fort Gassion during t he whole of the 

uni t ' s stay. 

At tP~ time of the unit' s arrival, Fort Gassion 

appeared as a heavily-wal led e ncl osure, comprising sever al 

buildings and a number of large shade trees . A c aus eway 

offered appr oach to t he f ort. and ent ry was effected by means 

of a t unnel-like pas s ageway t hrough the build ings from which 

the dr awbridge wa s once oper a ted. Ins ide ther e were thr ee 

lar ge t wo-and-a-half story buildings arrang ed a long three 

sides of a s quare, and s ome other st ructures of less er import

ance. The walled encl os ur e wa s pe n t agonal in s hape, equi

angular but with side s of differant lengths. 'I'he greater part 

of the old moat had been fi lled i n , but the depres s ion was 

still very marked in certa i n pl a ces, an d t he foundatio ns of 

many of the outer ba stions were s till prominent. 

The unit detra ined ab out 8.30 a . m. on March 6, 1915. 

Thr ee lorries wi th their driver s were prompt ly pl aced a t the 

dispos al o f the unit, as an integr a l part of the est ablishment. 

Ei ghteen lorry loads of e quipment were moved from the c ars to 

the Fort. "More e qui pment tlrnn I know what to do with", wrote 

Colonel Fo rd a t t he t i :ne. 'l'he day was spent in bring i ng this 

e quipmen t f rom the station, sorting it and storing it in 

selected pl ac es. The p ersonnel were pro vided wit h qua rters, 

cookhouse s were established, and consider ab l e sanitary work 

wa s carried out. 

On the morning of the 7th the unit was warned to be 

re a dy for pa tient s within 48 hour s . Steps t o th i s end were 

taken immedia tely. Captain Dowsle y and Captain Stewa rt looked 

to the matter of accommodation for patients; Captain Peat and 

the Quarter master che cked over and s aw that t he s toiies we.re 

complete; an d Captai n Dickson took charge of the sanitary wor k 

of the stat ion. Ma jor Mackinnon and Captain Ma cdona ld, who 



had proceeded f rom Ha vre to No. 2 C. C. s . at Ba illeul for 

t he purp ose of seeing a casualty clearing s tation in opera

tion. rejoined and gave the unit the benefit of their 

expert enc e. 
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March 8th found the unit still engaged in these 

activities. The old buildings were in a filthy and rather 

dilapidated condition. and re quired a great deal of labour to 

prepare them for patients. Sanit ation work - sweeping . 

scrubbing, burning rubbish. whitewashing. and disinfecting -

engaged t he services of many men. But it wa s upon the 

quarterma ster's department that most of the nervous strain 

fell. As the wants of the ot her depa rtments became manifest. 

there was a steady stream to thi s fount of supply. 

Noon brought word that a convoy of patients would 

shortly be on its way, so t he work of opening up the wards 

was rushed. t he first patients a r rived at 2 .15 p. m. but 

little over 48 hours after the unit's a rrival at the Fort. 

By five o' clock 46 had been admitted. They were mostl y light 

s urgical and medical cases who were being cleared from more 

advanced R. A. M. C. units in anticipation of the coming 

engagement. This action was to be known as "The Ba ttle of 

Nueve Chappelle 11 • 

The arrival of patients neces s itated ._: the det a iling 

of the ma jority of the per s onnel to sp ecial. r ather than 

general duties. Captain Peat wa s placed in cha r ge of the 

sur g ioal s ervices and Capt a in Stewart the medic al. Capt a in 

Ma cdonald, who became the f irst Slll'gical Specialis t, a s s ll!Iled 

charge of the oper ati ng :room. St aff-se:r geant '.1.1ytheri®, 

besides acting a s Sergeant Major, wa ..., appointed Chief Ward

master. Staff -sergeant Burnett, 1-Sgt. Trefry and Col' poral 

Neily were detailed as day N. C. O. 's of the Surgical Ward, 

Medical Ward E3 and Medical Ward E2 , respectively - Sel' geant 

B1eindel, Corporal Hun t and Cor poral fa tney being in charge 

of those wards at night. Sergeant alton was detailed to 

check up the pa tient s on arrival, and Sergeant Brown saw to 

the exchanging of s tretchel's, pillows and blankets with the 

incoming or out going ambulances . Tw o men were detailed t o 



take care of the kits and r ifles of patients, a nd the wa r ds 

were s t affed according to their ne eds. St aff-se rgeant 
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Dexter wa s res pons i ble , under Cap tain Dicks on, f or the sanita

t ion of t he o a mp • 

During t he afternoon of the 9th another 19 patients 

arrived. By the morning of the 1 0th t he hospital was in fair 

shape. Small receiving and dressing rooms had b een est ablish

ed in the North Ward , the operati ng theatre was ready, all 

available a ccommodation had be en co verted into wards, t wenty 

stoves had been ins t al led, and the whole was fairl y cle an. 

The Ba ttle of lifeuve Chappelle had as its objective 

the nubers Hid ge to the e ast of the village, a ridge that 

commanded the approac hes t o Lille, Roubaix and Tourcoing , and 

other cities in the plain of the Scheldt. Surprise t ac tics 

were a dopted. During th e 8t h and 9th artillery was co ncent rat

ed on the front of a ttack. The i nfantry ass embled on the 

evening of the 9th. Dawn on the 10th gave t he Germans their 

first warning that something wa s ast ir in t he Br it ish lines. 

As so on as day broke the newly - pl aced guns fired some range

finding shots, but it was not unt il 7 . 30 that every gun opened 

up. For thirty - f ive minutes the a rtillery subjected t~~ 

Ge r ma n posi t ions t o a gunf ire far mo r e int ens ive t han anything 

yet attempted. Et 8 . 05 they lengthe ned the ir range , and the 

troops went over. On th e nor ther n s ection of the fr ont the 

at t ac ki ng t:ro ops ear l y r an into unbroken wire, a nd got through 

only after heavy c asualties and se rio us los s of time . ~urt he:r 

south the res ul ts were much better. Weuve Chappelle f ell 

quickly. Unfortuna tely the s uccess was not pr ess ed unt il mid

af ternoon, when the def ence had rallied behind their unda maged 

r es erve defences . 'ihe f urt he r f i ght ing of the 11th and 1 2t h 

proved that a stale mate ha d been reached, a 11d the Battle end ed 

with the Briti sh c ons olidating the i:r i n itia l ga i ns . 

On t he mor n ing of the 10th , it was learned that an 

attack h.ad been l aunched i n the !Jeuve Cha ppelle s ector. But 

i t ha d little i mmedia te effect on the unit . During the day 42 

we re a dmitted, while 40 s uitabls cases were s en t to the 

St a tionary Hospital at St . Omer. 
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But , if the unit was shy of patients, it was long 

on rumours • • U l varities were current, gr owing as the day 

advanced. '.f.' o the sergeant' s quarters that evening came the 

story that the Br it ish had taken La Bass ee and had advanc ed 

ten miles beyond. On the receipt of this news Lee-Sgt. Holden , 

who had been expressing his fears that the ene my were about 

to break through our lines in " ar mour·ed mot or car s mounted 

on mac hine guns " , s t aged a play , fulfilling in himself the 

part of all t he acto rs. No furt her rumours comi ng to hand the 

off-dut y sergeant s rather re gretfully spread their blankets 

on the floor of the i r a llotted quarters, and turned in. But 

for a very short time, however. Somet hi ng more definite t han 

rumours burst in upon them. 

They were aro us ed by Col onel Ford i n person . This 

unusual honour, as well as something in his mam1er, had them 

inst antly alert, and sc r amblirig for t heir cl ot hes. 11 There ' s 

a big crush on at Merville. I want t wo N. C. O.' s and t en 

men immediately. You - and you - a nd you - and you . '' He 

po i nted t o al most each one individually , and t hey c ould not 

ha ve tumbled out more quickly ha d the Germans been right on 

his heels. Staff-sergeant Ty theridge blew hi s whistle and the 

men turned out, but a few s econds behind t he ser geants. 

Colonel Ford walked the lengt h of the parade, he re 

and th ere ordering a man to step forward. By the time the 

quota was r eached double t hat number ha d slipped quietly to 

the advanc ed rank. Thes e, however, were promptly put in their 

pl ac es. Ser geant Walton, Lee- Sgt. Holden and ten men were 

selected. With Captain Dicks on (he c ame ou t of his quarters 

pull i ng on his breeches) and Ca pt ain Dows ley , they drove off 

in ambul ances supplie d by the Scottish M. A. C. Private Ray 

Bel l, having been unable t o locate his trousers pr omptly , had 

donned his overco at in lieu thereof, a nd proceed ed so clad. 

tuch disappointment was felt by those not s el ected f or this 

detail. 11 Here 11 , , sa id Trefry, "I was one of the f irst out and 

the only man who ha d s ense enough to ta ke his ki t bag along 

with him, but they wouldn 't let me go. " Nor w~s he mollified 



76. 

when it was discovered tha t he had not taken hi s kit ba g along 

with him, but had t aken Art Walton's. Surgeon-Gener al 

Mac Pherson, D. M. S. First .A rmy, who had personally called at 

the Fort for this detail, congratulated Colonel Ford on the 

very short time it had taken to get t he part y under way. 

'l'hose not selected fo .r t he Me.rville det ail soon found 

their s ervices c alled upon. They were told to prepare for 

wounded, who would ar rive ab out midnight • .ll. rrangements were 

made. Det a ils took pos t at the dr essing room, opera ting 

the atre, wa rds a nd cook hous es. The convoy of 114 cases, ab out 

half of whom were wounded, arr ived a t midnight. Aga in, on the 

evening of t he 11t h , c ame word to p re pa re f or as many cases as 

possible, s o, to this end, 111 cases were passed on to the 

Stationary Hospital a t St . Ome:r. 

'iihile the num·bers thus far handled were inc ons id er

able, they sufficed to bring home to the pe.rs onnel their 

inexperience • 11 departments found di ff icul ty in est abl ishing 

off-hand a smooth-runnin6 system. Staff-ser geant 'L'yt he.ridge, 

as Chief Wa rd Mas ter, found his duties weighing heavily upon 

him. He vrns getting but little sleep , finding it necessary 

to turn out at all hours of t he night. Corporal Watney, who 

wa s muc h mo.r e conscientious than practical, wa s t he chief thorn 

in his side. r he "more equipment than I know wh.at to do with" 

had to be augmented by a va riety of things . The ~uarte.rmaster's 

department was struggl ing to keep up with the demands made upon 

them. Sergean t Regineld Brown had no modest opi n ion of the 

services he was .rendering the unit as an official of t his 

department: 

Oh, my n i ght s a.re full of worry, 

.A nd my days 1•eplete with c a.r e, 

But I'm sure a harp will wa it me, 

When I climb the golden s t a ir. 

But it was in the admitting, recording , distributing 

and evacuating of pa tients that a lar ge amount of smoothing-

out was needed. The room that had been prepared for an 

admitting room wa s f ound much too small to take ca.re of convoys, 

and no suitable s ubstitute wa s available. Consequently the 
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admitting and distributing of cases had to be carried out from 

the court yard. 

At first the admis s ion and discharge book, the official 

record of patients passing through t he station, was prepared 

from rolls sent to the office by the various wards. This system 

worked sati sfactorily but two day s. On the third and fourth 

days it was found that patients were being reported fro m more 

than one ward, and that an occasional one was not being repor t ed 

at a ll. I, patient would be sent from one iNard to the dres s ing 

room or oper a ting theatre, and f rom there would pass on to a 

different ward. If patients were coming in at the time, this 

latter wa rd wa s very likely to report the t ransfer case as a 

new arrival. Also, it was found that the lists submitted by 

the wards as havi ng been s ent out in any particular convoy 

fre quently did not agree with the numb er of patients counted out. 

Consequentl y , to keep the 1, & D records stra i ght, this book 

had fre quently to be checked aga inst a physical r oll of all 

patients in hospital. 

Late on the 11th, a new system was introduced. 'i1he 

information f or the A & D book was also to orig inate in the 

court yard. The re giment al particulars and nature oi di sabil

ity were to be taken frpm all incoming patients as they were 

being unloaded from the ambulances, while sufficient 

information to identify out going pat ients was to be taken as 

they were being loaded on ambulances. o pr event walking 

cases from wa nd er i ng off a nd stretcher cases f r om being car

ried off before their 1•e gi,. ental par ticulars were noted, it 

was insisted upon that inco ming ambulances be unloaded one at 

a time, and no fa ster than the necessa r y information could be 

t aken. 

About midnight on the ll/12th a convoy of 47 arrived, 

all stretc her ca ses. l1 he new system wa s a pplied and worked 

quite s a t i sfactorily. On the mor n ing of the 12th a convoy of 

60 cas es arr ived, and at 11 p . m. 112 were sent t o St. Omer, 

the new syst em s till wor k ing s a ti s factorily • .c, t 9 p . m. on 

t he 13th a convoy of 130 arrived, and , to speed up ma tters, two 

clerks were put on, one working on one side of the ambulance 
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i t wa s thought that the right system had been adopted. 
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But on the night of the 14th, the officer in charge 

of a convoy of 127 cases so s trongly objected to any delay 

in the unloading of ambula nces , that orders were given to t ake 

the nec es sary infor mation fro m the pat ient s as t hey were 

entering the war ds . The pa tients were all walking or sitting 

up cases, and most of them wer·e eent to the attic ward of E3. 

~he admitting staff took their position at the head of the 

st a irway, and began t aking particulars . The sta irway wa s 

rapidly f i lled. Then from the bottom came the cry "Gangway" , 

and tP£ whole s tairway had to be given access to the room, s o 

that a couple of orderlies could carry up some patient who 

wa s unable to walk . By the time that three or four st a irfuls 

had been spewed into the room there were more of them than 

the admitting staff could keep their eye on. The unad mitted 

began straying over to where the officially admit ted were busy 

turning in fo r the night , and followed their example. Con

s equently the admitting staff succeeded in getting a total of 

110 names , though the convoy reported bringing in 127. As a 

result of this mi xup , it was necess a r y to t a ke a nominal roll 

of t he 322 patient s in hosp ital, an d to chec k off those alrea dy 

appearing on the A & D book , in order t o obt a in a correct 

list of those just admit ted. Whereupon t he clerk in char ge of 

the A & D book made an entry in his diary: 

Somebody say s t hat war is hell -
Myself, I do not wonder; 

The way that things go on round here 

Is worse than that, by thunder . 

The unit sto pped receiving on March 15, and 2 99 cases 

were evacuated to St . Omer . On the 16th, a number of the 

lighter cas es wen~ back to duty, and a l arger numb er were pre

pared for return to their unit s on tbe following morning . They 

were well fed on ro ast beef, ham, e ggs , but ter and jam, a nd then 

set to work cl eaning up hospit al - " to wo r k off thos e eggs", as 

one of them remark ed. By t he 18th the ho sp ital was cleared of 

patients. The '1Terville det ail rejoined on the 15th. 
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During the week of the 8th to the 14th, 566 cases were 

admitted, of whom 389 were wounded. They were mostly light 

c ases, 24 of whom returned to duty, while the :remainder were 

transferred to Stat iona:i:'y Hospitals in St. Omer. 1lhen the sys

tem of admitting, caring for, discharging and evacuating cases 

became fully developed, many times th i s numb.er would have caused 

no undue strain on the unit. But at this stage of its exper

ience, the unit found its elf well occupied. 

However, the difficulties encountered were all 

internal. The patients were well ca.red fo.r, and, to all out

ward appearances, the unit was functioning perfectly. On the 

12th Surgeon General Mac Pherson, "Tiger Mac", Director of 

Medical Services of the First Army, expressed himself as well 

pleased with the way the Clearing Station had got to work and 

thanked the staff "for what they had done so well in so short 

a time". On the 15th of March he expressed this in w.ri ting 

in a letter addressed to the Officer Commanding : 

''Dear Ford: -

The Field Marshal Commander-in-Chief has addressed 

a message to General Sir Douglas Ha ig, Commanding the 1st Army, 

which will be inserted in Army Orders and transmitted to you 

in due course, express ing his warmest thanks to all ranks fo r 

their work during the recent operations. 

In the meantime, per mit me to express to you 

personally my deep appreciation of the arduous wo rk done by 

all :ranks of the unit under your command, and for the devoted 

and able manner in which the work has been carried out. Please 

inform all ra nks of my warm a ppreciation of their devoted 

efforts ·.~ 

Yours sincerely, 

• G. Mac Pherson, 
Surgeon- General D. M. s ., 

1st .A rmy. 
H. Q. 1st Army, ,arch 15, 1915" 

On the 19th the unit received t heir copy of the 

circular letter s ent out by Sir Dougla s Ha i g , thanking the 

troops who P~d taken part in the Battle of Neuve Chappelle. 

Though the unit wa s 18 miles from that t own, and had received 
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its patients s econd , handed, it had identified itsel f with that 

action, and had to some extent, at leas t, eas ed the tremendous 

pressure placed upon those c. C~ S. 's nearer the fr ont. 

The 19th, too, saw the N. c. o. 's par aded befo re 

Colonel Ford. Hi s approbation for their part in the action was 

not unqualified. He praised them f or their zeal, and upbraided 

them for their lack of it; he wa s pleased wi th the work they 

had done, and displeased wi th what they had not done; he lauded 

the m for their discipline, and admonished them f or their lac k 

of it. One moment he had t hem with their chests sticking out, 

and the next moment s inking in their shoes; and they left his 

presence not sure whether they had been commended or reprimand

ed. So ended the Battle of Neuve Chappelle and the unit' s first 

attempt at running a Casualty Clearing Station. 

1'hough the unit [Df;J.y not have earned a name for t hem

selves in this action, they were g iven a name, on March 8, t o 

which they al ways pointed wi th pr ide, esp ecially when other 

Canad ian Gasual ty Clearing Stations had ent ered the field. 

From the D. M. s. First Army came a letter, No . 610 , of Ma rch 

8th, 1915: 

"As there is a No . 1 Casualty Clearing Stat ion 

already in t he Army area, please note that to avoi d confusion 

your unit wi ll be known a s "1st Canadian Casualty Clea:ring 

Station" . 

Later, Nos. 2 , 3 and 4 Canad i an Casualty Cl earing 

Stations appeared in the f ield, but tre unit was the only 

station honoured with an ordina l designation. To the personnel 

the:re was someth ing ple as i ng in the word "First", and they 

were at pai ns t o see that t he unit wa s so addressed. 





CHAPTER VIII 

A IRE-SUR-LA-LYS 
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Following the Battle of neuve Chappelle, Fort 

Gassion was given a thorough house-cleaning, and a board of 

officers drew up a plan of organization of the surgical and 

medical services, based on the experience recently acquired. 

On March 21 the D. M. s . Fi rst Army offered the unit a chance 

to operate in Merville; but , on looking over the proposed 

site, Colonel Ford decided to remain at Fort Gassion until 

some move , offering better facilities, should develop. 

On the 26th of March the station again opened. On 

this day Sergeant :r.ra jor Robart re joined. 'L' o the unit , now, 

came the lighter cases of that area. Those who were likely to 

be fit for duty within a reasonable time were :retained, while 

those re quiring prolonged treatment were evacuated to base by 

ambulance train. 

A dental laboratory was opened by Captain B. L. 

Neiley, and the s upply of dental cases soon exceeded his demand 

for them. The clinic became the centre for a great deal of 

dental work for all troops in tri.at vicinity. Sergeant Walton, 

who , 'besides being a past master of the druggist fraternity, 

was also a dental student, t ook this opportunity to put his 

studies into practice. He picked up much local trade after 

Trefry made public a testimonial t o the effect that "the 

science of dentistry as propounded by .1 rt ra lton i s so 

advanced that i t makes it a pleasure to s it in the dentist's 

Chair. ll 

On April 5th notification was received tha t Sir 

Douglas Haig was about to visit the unit, and that personnel 

should parade in marching order for this visit. But, just 

as the men were to fall in, patients to the number of 104 

arrived, and the Army Commander found the unit busily engaged 

in unloading, checking and filing these casualties away . So 



he Qontented himself with an inspection of the hospitaJ,. and 

quarters, and an occasional chat with some of the personnel. 

The second battle of Ypres opened on the 22nd of 

April , but it a:dl:fiected the unit only indirectly. All day long 

a heavy bombardment could be heard . That evening word came 

that a gas att ack had been launched by the Germans , and later 

that the French territorials had given way on the Canadiin left . 

Much anxiety was felt as to whether the line would hold. All 

day long on the 23rd rumors of reverses were current, but with 

these rumors also came fragments of a story that made one proud 

to number himself a Canadian. The wounded were being cleared 

through Hazebrouck . On the 25th Captain Dowsley , Captain 

Stewart, Lieutenant Bell , Sister Follette and 10 men proceeded 

there to reinforce No . 10 C. C. s ., returning on May 2 . This 

was the unit's only share in the Second .Battle of Ypres . 
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On May 6, Ma jor Ma cKinnon, Captain Dickson and 25 other 

ranks proceeded to Choques, where they engaged in advanced c .c. s. 

work, operating as a distd:nctsection under direction of No . 1 

British C. C, s. Though the personnel of this detachment wa s 

gradually CP~nged by mean~ of exchanges with the main unit, the 

detachment was kept to about this strength, until it rejoined 

the main unit at Ai re on January 14, 1916 . 

The immediate object in sending out this detachment 

was to :reinforce the medical services to the rear of t he 

Festubert Front, where heavy casualties were to be expected 

when the British launched their a ttack on ,-,ub ers Ridge. 'l'his 

attack, though subsidiary to the more extensive oper ation of the 

French toward Vimy ~idge, had important , if limited objectives. 

~'he French launched their attack (The Battle of 

Artois) on the morning of the 9th after an intense artillery 

preparation. Most of the bombarded territory fell quickly , 

but beyond that progress was difficult and a stalemate was reached 

by the end of the month. 

The British att ack was also launched on the 

morning of the 9th on a front extending f rom Festubert to Bois 

Grenier, and on the upper course of the River des Layes in the di:ir

ection of Fromelles. .A gain the troops ,f ere held up by uhbroken wi:re 

and defences. i, ittle success was obtained, and the first phase 
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of· this action, known as The Battle of Festubert, was discon

tinued that evening. 

To provide maximum accommodation for casualties the 

unit began, on the 6th, t o pass its convalescent patients to 

Stationary Hospitals at St. Omer. The gunfir e on the 8th and 

9th appeared much heavier than that of the Battle of Neuve 

Chappelle, and it was reported that this was to be the biggest 

action yet. 

It was not until 11.30 on the night of the 9th that 

the first convoy from this action, numbering 132 cases, 

reached the Fort . These were all admitted by 12 . 45. and a large 

number of them had passed through the dressing room. At 5 . 30 

a. m. another convoy arrived, including 70 stretcher cases. 

The total received from the first phase of the action was 278 

of whom 237 were wounded. The patients from this action were 

prac.tically all evacuated, and the 12th saw t he unit with but 

24 convalescent dut y patients and s ome half-dozen others too 

serious t o move. 

The detachment at Choques, being directly behind the 

scene of action and but s even miles from the line, were busily 

engaged. Operating as a distimt s ection under No. 1 British 

c. c. S. , they admitted 904 c ases on the two days of the 9th 

and 10th. "The Tale of a Casualty Cl earing Stationn by a 

"Royal Field Leech" gives an excellent description of the part 

played by the No . 1 British C. C. S. in this action, and 

incident ally makes some i nt ere sting references to the Canad ian 

Section, herein quoted: 

"Some dozen miles down the line rested a Canadian 

Clearing Station . It possessed t ents, but, having buildings, 

did not need them. We accepted an offer of assistance from 

them without hesitation. 

"With the tents they sent a couple of officers and 

five-and- twenty men. ~•he meadow below the chateau was the very 

place for them. The ten ts were up i n no time. The personnel 

was as keen as mustard t o do something. An open~air kitchen 

with Canadian cooks joined the chateau staff with entente 

cordiale. 'l'he mother unit welcomed them gladly ••••••••• 
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"In the Canadian tents the walking wounded lay 

about and snored with all the abandon of weary but contented 

men. They had been up all night, and the reaction following 

wild excitement was upon them. Amongst them were many 

Canadians . n 

"We had not met the Canadian troops in action before. 

They were a cheery er owd. One of them was wandering slowly, 

first on one leg and then on the other, from the ambulance wagon 

toward the tents . "Where are you hit? 11 he was asked. "Well, I 

guess I've got a smack in my stern worse than any I've had in 

my life" he grunted with a gr in ••••••• 

!TA ?anadian Me dical Orderly, a man of slow movement, 

silent and methodical, stood beneath a tree contemplating a 

German officer's sword-knot which had been given him. One of 

us explained its use to him. l!~rom his expression it was 

evident that he was learning a lot in a short time. It was 

discovered that in private life he was a mooie -hunter. Accustom

ed to the solitary depths of the forests, to the study of the 

primeval, what thoughts must P~ve passed through such a man's 

mind on a day like this! Could any fish have been quite so out 

of water?" 

On May 16 the unit began receiving patients from 

Canadian Field Ambulances . This day, too, saw the launching of 

another British attack to the Eas t of Fes tubert, the second phase 

of the action known as the Ba tlle of Festubert. The scene of 

operations was just south of those of the 9th, and again the 

action was a threat at Aubers Ridge. Fi ghting continued up to 

the 26th wmth but limited success. A small advance had been 

made on a four mile front at the expense of many casual ties. 

Th e unit received but one lot of wo unded from this 

second phase of t P~ action. Between 2 and 3 a. m. on the 

morning of the 17th, a convoy of 192 arrived • .1.he detachment 

at Choques, however, were heavily engaged . '.i.'heir section 

admitted 1,004 cases on the 16th, and an additional 1,326 from 

the 17th to the 26th inclusive. By this time the detachment 

we re referring to the main unit as "the base". 
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But though situated some twenty miles from the line, 

the per ,;: onnel were intensely interested in all they could see 

or hear. On the evening of May 25 , they ·•:.•ere not a little ex

cited at hearing a nd seeing a little of an air-raid on Berguette , 

not more than three miles distant. '.i.'his was considered an 

event of such L iportance that two H. c. o. 's proceeded t here 

on the following afternoon to i nspect the damage and to collect 

souvenirs . Eight or ten bombs had been dropped in the mghbour

hood of the station and ironworks. By diligent searching, 

the inspecting party succeeeded in obtaining two or three 

fragments of the bombs. Later on, members of the unit discover

ed that it was unnecessary to walk that far for such souvenirs, 

but by that time their enthusiasm for colle~ting them had waned. 

In the des patches of Field Marshal Sir John French, 

dated May 31st, 1915, was an item of interest to the whole unit. 

Colonel Ford was mentioned 11 for gallant and distinguished 

services in the fieldrr. This mention was followed by the award 

of the C. M. G. This award, with General Leckie's , was the 

first award of this decoration to any Canadian in the War . 

The unit learned of these honours from newspapers 

received on June 24 . Throughout the day there was evidence 

that the officers were celebrating the event, and that evening 

they gave a dinner to the Colonel. 'l' he followi ng evening 

Colonel Ford gave a dinner to the l i . c. O. ' s and men . Soup, 

roast beef , strawberries and cream , and beer were on the menu . 

The Colonel made a ve1•1 fine speech, and the men responded 

with "For he's a jolly good fellown. He then withdrew, leaving 

them to enjoy th ems elves. Sergeant Lavery, of the Irish 

Guards, gave "P. c. 49", and the men were just settling back 

to an enjoyable evening, whe n the Sergeant Maj or interrupted 

to read orders. These stated that reville would in future be 

an hour earlier, and that the men must appear on parade in 

walking out dress. An extempore warn i ng as to what would 

happen to anyone who failed to live up to these orders was 

added . There was always something cropping up to take the joy 

out of life. 
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Since the battle of ~euve Chappelle the system of 

handling patients had been gradually improving. A covered 

platform in the court ·yard ha d been walled in and provided an 

adequate receiving and dressing room, and the information taken 

was becoming more accurate . At first, when the patient had no 

record of his diagnosis or was unaccompanied by nominal rolls, 

the admitting staff often did the diagnosing for the records. 

~hey were fairly reliable in describing the nature of a super 

ficial wound, and rapidly became familiar with the names of the 

more common ailments . They ha d learned such names a s gastritis, 

neuritis , neuralgia and myalgia, and applied them more or;ess 

indis~iminately. The medic al officers naturally felt that 

this was an usurpation of one of the i:r privileges . 'J.'hey were 

not at all pleased to find that a patient whom they were treat

ing for one diseas e was being :reported to the base suffering 

from something entirely different. So it was decided that all 

diagnoses should be reviewed by the medical officers in the 

wards, and that the wards s hould report these to the off ice. 

Occasionally the wards sent in diagnoses that s eemed to origin

ate with other than medical officers. Ma jor MacKinnon checked 

up on one of Sergeant Walton's reports. "hat do you mean by 

dia gnosing a man teeth? ' Every man has teeth." "Well sir , said 

Wal ton, "this man hasn't. 'l'hat ' s why they admitted him. u nor 

would Se rgeant dal t on admit that he had sent in a diagnosis as 

"Bum leg''. He insisted that he had sent it in a s "Burn leg". 

The evacuation of cases was also being carried out 

more smoothly, though there was still room for improvement . On 

IJay 6 the Sergeant Ma jor undertook an evacuation single-handed, 

stating that he didn't want to see an N. C. O. in the court yard 

at the time. One hundred walking c as es were to be s en t out in 

two convoys, the first one of 57 and the second of 43 cases . 

Corresponding nominal rolls we re handed Sergeant Lla jor Rob art, 

and the first fift y-seven lined up, checked off and despatched 

in fine order. Anticipating the return of the ambulances for 

the second lot of pat ients, the S. M. fell these in and checked 

them off in the following manner: "Now, when I call your name , 

take two paces f orward." This operation was carried out , and 

the parade seemed to check perfectly with the roll. "From the 
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right - number." They numbered to 43. Now this second roll 

was numbered 58 to 100 inclusive . Unfortunately the s. M., 

deducting 58 from 100, concluded that the parade should number 

42 instead of the 43 they had numbered. The S. M. was wroth, 

suspecting that some patient was in ,the parade whose name was 

not on the roll . "When I call your name, take two paces forward, 

and don't a man of you fUOVe until your name is .called." Under 

the s. M. 's eagle eye this operation was repeated and again 

they . numbered to 43. A third attempt met the same result. From 

their wards the N. C. O. 's saw that the Sergeant Major was in 

difficulties, but it was not until he told his story that they 

suspected the cause . "I never saw anything so queer in all my 

life. 11 But in spite of queer happenings, progres s was being 

made . Shortly after midnight of May 19-20, 192 cases were 

evacuated within 40 minutes of the time t he notification was 

received. 

But it was not until JU:ly 1, when the 11 Tag System" 

was introduced, that the admission and discharge of cases were 

handled in a really satisfactory manner. The invalid, on 

admis sion, was •given a tag bearing a numoer which became his 

serial number in the~ & D Book . On evacuation the tag was 

collected .and cerved to identify the outgoing patients. 1-1lso , 

as the s ystem of documenting each case became perfected, it 

was no longer necessary to accompany patients with nominal rolls, 

and the proces s of admitting and discharging c ases was thereby 

greatly speeded up. 

Likewi s e the men were gradually beco ming more 

proficient in their duties . One series o~ lectures was conducted 

by the' matron, but mostly the men learned by experience. Trefry, 

who was brushing up for his final papers in medecine, occasional

ly treated the sergeants to an informal . talk along these lines. 

A favorite procedure of his was to assemble all visible symptoms 

of some special patient , and then s how how , at first glance, it 

might be any one of some twenty diseases. Then , going deeper 

into his subject, he would eliminate them one by one, and 

generally end up with his patient marked "N. · Y. D." (Not Yet 

JJiagnos ed ) • 
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Occasionally an ord_erly would condescend to ask an 

officer for enlighte:mment. " What", asked X-----, " Is neuras

thenia?" "It's a kind of rash'' , said Major M:acKinnon . "Strip 

y our patient. and rub the rash with linament . 11 A short time 

later X- - - - - advised 1:Iajor i,IacKinnon that the patient in question 

couldn't be suffering from neurasthenia for he had stripped him 

and could not find t he slightest, signs of a rash. 

Comedy and huqiour, as well as tragedy and suff~r ing . 

came with the patient~;{ One fellow , with his jaw broken in two 
;,: .. ·• 

places, when asked wha t happened, managed to say: "I just had 

an argument with a man bigger than myself . " On being asked what 

was wrong with him, one patient replied that he didn't know . 

"Haven't you any symptoms at all ? 11 "Well, 11 he said. I was with 

three others when a shell burst . It killed them and blew me 

through the parapet . I guess I feel pretty well shook up . 11 

The p~nalties against men who deliberately made them

selves casualties were heavy, and precautions were taken to 

apprehend such men . Consequently. all patients su,ffer ,in g from 

accidental or self-inflicted wounds weie accompanied by 

documents , explaining the origin of such injuries. The breaking 

of a dental plate was al wa ys regarded as a highly s uspicious 

case. Thus it was that one of the p~tients was accompanied by 

the followi11g certificate: "I certify that 4787 Pte . J . S.----- 

has broken the top dental plate through trying to eat Government 

biscuit. (Signed) J. H- ----- Sgt." 

Occ asionally. a 11 lead-swinger 11 worked his way· past the 

He gimental M. o. On one occasion Art Walton s uspected that one 

of his pa tients was shamming hi s illness . 'l'h i s patient 

conti n '"ually complained of a pain in his back and not being able 

' t o eat . Art decided to have a look at this pat ient when the 

latter was unawa re th at he was being observed. So. all other 

patients having gone from the wa rd, Art walked out, leaving the 

man alone with his groanings . ~ couple of minutes later Ar t . 

crept quietly back . The patient wa s s itting up in bed, had 

opened up a parcel, and was making great inroa ds on a loaf of 

cake. Art crept quietly away and a l ittle later pa id the 

patient another vieit, this ti me announcing his coming with the 
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usual noise. He found the patient on his bac k , gr oaning . 

"How are you feeling?" "Ba d . n "Can you eat anything?" nNo, 

I can ' t keep anything do wn . " 

On June 15 and 16 the detachment han dled 219 c ases , 

mostly the result of t he action of Givenchy . Throughout the 

summer they cont inued to ~~ndle their s hare of the casualties 

from the more or less des ultory fi ghting on the front t hey 

served , while the ma in unit received but local s ick and light 

c as es that mi ght be expected to be f it for duty within t wo 

or three weeks . 

But in September, the Briti s h and French undertook 

an offensive on a scale greater than that of any they had 

hitherto attempted since the Wester n Front had stabilized into 

trench war f are . The main effort wa s that of the F'rench in the 

Champagne area . Next in importance were the operations 

directed agains t Lens . Here the French attempted to isolate 

the town from the south and by way of Vimy Rid ge , while t he 

British were at t empting to close in on it from the north by 

way of Loos . Several import ant holding attack e were put on, 

four of the se by the British - in the Givenchy, Neuve Chappelle, 

Bois Grenier and Ypres Salient s ector s . The artillery prepara

tion began on the 23rd , and all the att ac ks were launched on 

the morning of the 25th, excepting that of t he French to the 

s outh of Lens who did not go over t he top unt i l after noon . 

Though the ultimate objectives were not ever ywhere obtained , 

the results were more satisfactory than the previous eff orts. 

The ma in British action, known as the Ba ttle of Loos , succeeded 

in taking the town and the whole f ront line system on the front 

of attack , together with 3,000 prisoners and much material . 

i'he action was concluded on September 30 . 

The customary s igns and rumour s that had preceded 

other actions were in evidence . A French woman, who had three 

sons at the front , told of t he impending attack to the south. 

On the 20th a c onvoy of 87 cases ca me i n f rom a C. C. s . in 

iterville, in prepar ation of the coming show . The cavalry 

also began clearing out all c ases who were in the leas t incapaci

tated, and the s e patient s reported tha t they ha d turned in 
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their blankets and great coats, that they had been issued with 

three d~ys rations, and that this time they were to be used as 

cavalry instead of going into action on foot. On the 24th another 

135 cases came in from medical units nearer the line. From the 

23rd the bombardment sounded exceptionally heavy and seemed to 

reach its climax on the morning of the 25th, when the attack 

was Jaunched . 

On the 25th as many cases as possible were evacuated , 

and all available accommodation made ready, but it was not 

until the 26th that cases from this action reached the unit . 

On this day 249 arrived, and the following day 106, 95 of whom 

were brought from Lille.rs on the unit lorries. There were now 

478 cases in hospital, about the limit of the unit's capacity. 

The last convoy was crowded into the .receiving and dressing 

shed, the personnel turning in their paillasses and part of 

their blankets to complete the outfitting of this temporary 

ward. On the early morning of the 29th, 337 cases were evacua-
' 

ted and the unit's share in the ,action was over. Again the 

detachment at Choq_ues was heavily engaged, admit ting 934 cases 

from the 25th to the 28th inclusive. 

Du.r,ing Oc tober a number of minor engagements were 

fought int~~ Loos sector, the detachment handling their share 

of the casualties, while t he main unit, on the 14th, partici

p_1:1ted to the extent of 200 cases . 

On the afternoon of October 20th all available other 

ranks fell in for a brushing up on infantry drill , in prepara

tion for a church pa rade to be held in hire on Sunday, the 24th. 

'.i.1he drill was carried out under Sergeant Garrity, an English 

drill sergeant who was with the unit as a duty patient, and was 

held in a field surrounded by a ditch and a barbed wire fence. 

Garrity's favorite manoeuvre was to get the sergeant s in the 

lead, have them jump the ditch and c·limb the fence, and then 

to announce an about turn. The sergeants regretted very much 

that they were not called upon to demonstrate their fence 

climbing ability at the coming parade. 

On the afterno'on of the 23rd Surgeon General 

MacPherson inspected, and had the unit practice the march past . 

Thereupon it was discovered that the unit had no officer 
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who could be depended on to conduct this ceremonial. Captain 

Stewart attempted it s everal times, but always neglected to 

give one or more of the necessary orders at the proper time. 

Finally, much to Captain Stewart's satisfaction , General 

Ma cPherson reversed the order of things. and himself conducted 

the march past with Captain Stewart in the position of honour, 

and the General announced himself as satisfied with the showing 

made. That evening it was learned that the Hoyal car had 

passed through hire , and everyone suspected that the affair 

of the morrow would be something more than a church par ade. 

The next morning , at 9 . 30, the men marched off under 

the leadership of Lieut. Ryan, an attached R. A. M. C. officer, 

and took their assigned place in the public square, wh ere other 

Army Troops were assembling. The edge of the square was packed 

with the townsfolk. The royal party - King Geor ge, The Pr ince 

of Wales, Sir Douglas Haig , all the Corps Commanders of the 

First Army, and other notables - were present . The service wa s 

conducted by Re v. Iiir. Blac kbourne, C. F ., C. M. G •• a military 

band f urnishing the music . Followi ng the s ervice a march past 

was con~ucted, the Clearing Station bringing up in the rear. 

To His Ma jesty the unit might not have appeared as impressive 

as a Company of the Household Guards, but "my men looked very 

well indeed 11 wr ote Colonel Ford. 

Shortly after noon word came that His :Majesty would 

visit the station at three. He inspected the hospital, and 

shook hands with tho s e in charge of the wards. He appeared 

weary and seldom smiled. but the Prince of Via le s . who accompan

ied him, was cheerful and seemed to prefer wandering off by 

himself, rather than to proceed with the inspecting party. 

'I'he King's visit to France was productive of another 

and even more signal honour to the unit . In "The 1/ar Story of 

the C. ii . M. C. 11 Colonel Adami has given a very interesting 

account of this: 

"All associated with No. 1 Canadian C. c. S. took 

it as a personal honour when s uddenly, one afternoon at the end 

of October, lVIa jor General Sir W. G. MacPherson , Director General 

of Medical Services, 1st Army , appeared at the Clearing Station 



92. 

and selected one of the brightest of the nursing s isters, 

Sister V. A. Tremaine , f or immediate personal attendance upon 

His Ma jesty. In the cours e of a detailed inspection of the 

Imperial Troops along the Flanders front, Hi s Ma jesty was 

conducting a review of the battalions and other units of one 

of the armies in the nei ghbourhood of Bethune , when, his horse 

slipping upon the soil rendered greasy by autumn rains, fell, and , 

falling, rolled over heavily on His Majesty. But for the 

softness of the ground the results would have been fatal. As 

it was, His Ma jesty was serious ly crushed. He was without 

delay conveyed by motor to a chateau a little distance out of 

Aire, where His Ma jesty had already been staying during this 

tour, there being no adequate accommodation in the region where 

he ha d been injured. A s econd nursing s ister was also selected 

by Surgeon General V . G. Ma cPherson, Sister E. K. Ward, 

• A. I. M. N. s. Territorials, who at the time was doing 

transport duty on a hospital barge which was passing through 

Aire at t he time of the King ' s accident . At the cha teau the

King was given all the care that the foremost members of the 

profession overseas, medical and s urgical, could afford, with 

the result that in four days His Ma jesty was so far recov:e:red 

as to be able to stand the journey to London. 

"The two nurses were in attendance upon His Majesty 

through the journey, and remained in nursing charge of the 

royal patient at Buckingham Palace until his convalescence was 

so far advanced that thei r services were no longer necessary. 

Of those quiet days of His Majesty 's recovery, this may without 

indiscretion be said : that Sister Tremaine's most vivid 

memories are those of the simple ha ppy life of Their Majestie s 

and their children. She found herself in a pleasant English 

home. 

''On the day upon wh ich Sister Tremaine relinquished 
' -

her charge, His Majesty personally presented her with the M. v.o. 
Badge, to ge ther with a personal gift of an exquisite brooch in 

gold and enamel, set with diamonds, while Her. Ma jesty the ~ueen 

gave her autographed cop ies of the Royal photo graphs. In the 

New Year's Honours List of 1916 Sister Tremaine received the 
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Royal Red Cross. 11 (The War story of the c. A. :ivr. c., Adami). 

On November 23rd came a reminder of the days spent on 

Salisbury Plain. There were admitted to hospital quite a number 

of cases from a unit which had but recently left there, all of 

whom were s uffering f rom sore f eet. 

On January 4, 1916, it wa s learned that Ma jor Ma cKinnon, 

Corporal Horne and Private McKeegan of the Choques detachment, 

and Sister V. A. Tremaine and Sgt. Ma jor Rei gh Robart, of the 

main unit, had been mentioned in the despatc hes of the 30th of 

November. On the 15th it was also learned that Sister Tremaine 

had been awarded the Royal Red Cros s Decoration First Class in 

the New Year Honours List. 

On January 3, 1916, Colonel G. L. Foster, c . B., 

Director of Medical Se1•vices of t he Canadian Corps, hinted that 

a move might be coming to the unit s hortly. On the 5th Colonel 

Ford visited Merville and l ooked over the school where a 

Clearing Station was being conducted by No. 6 and Lucknow c.c .s . 's 

but on the 10th it was definitely decided that t he unit would 

occupy buildings belonging to an Asylum in Bailleul. On the 

12th the un it ceased admit ting , be gan freeing itself of pa tients , 

and packing. Colonel Ford, Ma jor Archibald and Si s ter iverin 

proceeded by car to examine the proposed site . 

On the evening of the 12th, wor d ~ecalling the Cheques 

det achment was given. On the 1 3t h, they sent in t hr ee lorry 

loads of equipment, and the balance, together with the personnel. 

and a large assortll)3nt of s t ray do gs , arrived in tP~ee lorries 

about 4 p. m. on the 14t h. A fear ful racket announced their 

coming, wh ich gradually developed into rrHere we are, here we are, 

here we are again!rr They had good reason to be proud of 

themselves for they ha d handled s ome 9, 581 cases, and had worked 

to the point of exhaustion on s everal occasi ons. 

At Fort Ga ssion the a dmis s ions ran to but 6,688 cases, 

of whom only 1, 609 were wounded. However, the unit had returned 

1, 631 c ases to duty and passed another 1,283 to otp~r convalescent 

centres, wh ile it had maintained an average of 134 cases under 

treat ment fo r 316 days between the opening ef t he station on 

Itar ch 8th, 1915 , and the closing on January 17th, 1916. 'our 
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It is worthy of note that t he medic al officers, at 

Aire especially, did much work among the poorer and more needy 

of the civilian population. Tre f ry, too, could frequently he 

seen, tread ing the by -ways, armed with his little black bag . 

Thoug h t he following article deals with regularly admitted 

cases, t he "L 'Echo de la Lys ", under the capt ion "LE BON COEUR 

DE NOS ALL IES" , it expresses · the appxec i ation of these people: 

"Undex an exterior which somet i :,.es, a t f irst sight, 

appears a little cold or indifferent, our allies, the English 

(the ones we see near) hide a very c ompass ionate heart . 

"Here ar e two deeds , am ong o thers coming to our 

notice, which merit being known , f or they are all to their 

honour, and will di s sipate cext ain prejudices . 

"Sometime pas t, a workman of hlolinghem, named 

Denisselle, aged 50 years, was f ound in the fields gr ievously 

wo unded by an explosive. 
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" Vi hat has the English army , who was not at all 

respons ible for t he accident , done? It ha s admitted the wound ed 

man in one o f the Canadian Hospitals , an d , during three months, 

Denis s elle has been cared f or, treated in the best possible 

manner. After a c omplet e cure , Denisselle has been ab l e t o re

turn to his home. 

"At Isbergues , yo ung .~ lfred Lievin, seven and one 

hal f yec:. rs, a pproached some Engli sh hor ses in past ur age; he 

received a kick in the f or ehead wh ic h pl a ced his l ife in danger 

during s ever al days . 

"The little Lievin i s al s o carried t o a military 

hos p ital, and the Canadian doctors , attendants and nur ses care 

for him s o much and s o well that the l itt le Lievin recovers . 

"As quic kl y as he p:L'o g:ce ssed, Lievin i s he aped with 

gift s , he is bought new clothes, and becomes , i n a word, the 

' ga te enfant' of our ~ienas . 

"Today, the child i s coming along fam ously, and he 

doe s not wi sh t o leave the hosp ital, so much i s he taken v1 ith 

all, and in pa rticular with Cana dians ." 
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Poor Alfred! As so on a s he wa s ab le tc leave his cot 

he w.as fitted out in an officer' s uniform, and mes sed with the 

sergeants. But it ha d t o come t o an end. Shortly before the 

unit's departure to Ballleul, he was sent home. Very p:rompply 

he walked t he three or four miles back to the s tation, and ~hed 

bitter tears when it was g ently explained to .him that he was 

again being taken home, and t hat he mus t not come back. 

The move to Bailleul was car ried out leisurely. On 

the 15th Captain Peat, Lt. Galbr a ith, S- Sgt. Tytheridge and 6 

men proceeded t o Ba illeul to act as an advance party. At the 

same time five lorries of e quipme nt went f or ward. S.'he Canad ian 

Red Cross loaned their lorry for duty. More mat erial and 
' e quipment went forward on the 16th, 17th and 18th, and on the 

19th the main body of t he unit moved to the new s ite. A small 

rear party remained behind until the 20th. The equipment and 

supplies carried on t h i s move amoun ted to 3 7 lorry lo.ads. 

As the unit were moving out of Fort Gassion, No. 2 

Canadian C. C. S. were movi ng i n , their ad vance pa rty arriving 

on the 18th. Likewis e, as the 1st Canadian C. C. S, were 

moving into its ,new loc ation .at Bailleul, No. 3 British c. C. S. 

were moving out to a new s ite, at Noord Peine. 

'l'he amount of work falling on t he unit at Fort 

Gassion was not i mpiess i v e , but t he unit carried out all 

tha t was asked of them. The following l e tter bears testimony 

that t his was not unappreciated: 

"My dear Fo:rd: 

~ould you kindl y let a ll r anks of the 

Medical Servic es under you know that I am handing over the 

duties of D. Tul . s •• First r rny , t o Col. Pyke and that in 

bid ding the m farewell, I should like t o let t hem know how deep

ly sensible I am of the s plendid work they have done. During 

the ten mont h s in wh ich I have been Dir ector of Je dical 

Services my dutie s have been made infinitely easy and pleasant 

by their loyal and cheerful support and by t he ent ire absence 

of friction. I c an only add how sorry I am to say goodbye t o 

you all and how s incerely I wish you go od luck and s ucces s in 

everything you may be c al led upon t o do in t he' future. 

You.i- s s incerely, 

29 /10 /15 (Sgd.) W. G. i\liacPherson'r 
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CHAP'11ER IX 

" .AT HOME" Ili AIRE 

Before and during the Battle of Neuve Chappelle all 

:ranks were content to accept conditions as they found them, almost 

too busy to enjoy the s oldier's privilege of grousing. The nurses 

were quartered in the two cottages by the gate, the officers 

found rooms in the administration' building of the Fort, the 

sergeants bunked on the floor of their mess room, and the men in 

various parts of the buildings, some f inding happy homes in the 

abandoned cells. 

The officers ~2d promptly established a mess , taking 

u.tj.to themselves a fair number of cooks , batmen and gr ooms; the 

sergeants were allotted a mess:room, but took turn and turn about 

in the grub-fetching, dish-washing and floor-scrub ing tha t 

accompanied it; the men paraded to the kitehen, drew their :rations, 

and ate their meals wherever they fo und it convenient. 

During this period other ranks were LOt allowed out of 

the fort, except on duty, but they were too busy to find this 

restraint irksome. 

This period is noteworthy too in t hat t he men received 

their first official rum is sue, an eighth of a pint each. nS the 

greater ma jo:rity of the men were not addicted to this beverage, 

the eighths of many became the p ints of a few. The :result mi ght 

well be expressed by stating that this also was the last official 

rum issue of the unit . 

After Neuve Chappelle a mes s tent was provided for the 

men. ~his tent also served as a fo rum f or the ~o:r onto versus 

Liverpool and Ontari o versus Nova Scotia debaters. ~he 

'110:rontonians were s everely handic apped in that, jlrior to the 

amalgamation of the unit s at Valcartie :r, they had never heard of 

Liverpool, and since then they had :received little data on the 

place other than that coming from a native son. "Zip" Cleve 

Robart was not one who woul d fail to take ad vantage of this . 

Under his able l eader ship Liverpool's bal,loon was greatly di s -
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tended. lt was fated , however, that rrzip" himself should provi de 

t he pin that pricked the bubble. "Yes s ir", said "Zip" , concluding 

a glowing eulogy, "and Liverpool has thirteen automobiles." The 

cat was out of the bag. The yardstick by which Liverpool cot1ld 

be measured was now in the hands of the enemy. Henceforth, no 

matter what a native son would say, some Torontonian would add: 

"and she has thirteen automobiles." 

The middle of April saw the attainment by the sergeants 

of their proper standing in the order of things . Up to date they 

had been doing their own grub-fetching, dish-wa shing and floor

s c:rubbing . Their mess wa s established in one end of a two-section 

room, and their sleeping g_uarters in the other. '.i'he Sergeant 

Ma jor began to complain tha t his quarters were too cramped, and 

cast longing eyes llpon a :room used by the officers as a lounge. 

But the officers objected t o s urrendering this, so it was decided 

to make more room for the s. M. by moving the junior serge ants 

to other quarters. Though they objected far more strenuot1sly 

than did t~£ officers, their objections availed them nothing . 

Despite peace-making visits to their new quarters by the senior 

sergeants, their d i glili ties remained ruffled. 'l' hey decided that, 

s ince they had been kicked out of one end of the sergeant's mess, 

they would no longer act as grub - fetchers, dis h-washers and floor-

scrubbe rs in the other. They i ntimated their intentions and 

the sergeant major gave them Ll11til 10 o'clock that evening to make 

a new decision. In the evening the "Outcasts", "the refugees" , 

"the dirty half-dozen", "the d i s inherited", or 11 the rebellious 

six", as t hey called themselves , held a conference. They be gan 

to see a funny side to the s ituation, but decided to stick t o 

their original idea of refusi ng to act as mess or derlies. A note 

to this effect was drawn up, si gned by all of th~m. a nd despa tched 

to the sergeant major. He had retired, but, on receipt of the 

note he turned out and submit ted it to Colonel Ford. Wher eupon 

the authors were seized with a presentiment of trouble for the 

morrow. .a s usual they agreed: "Te>gether we stand , provided we 

don't fall." 

The followi ng morning f ound the s i x up for office. 

The ses s ion was unusually stormy with Colonel Ford starring for 



98. 

the prosecution. Trefry's defence was brilliant, but it 

avai led him nothing. All were given until 7 o'clock tha t 

evening to s ign a typed apology on t he back of their note, or 

an entry on their conduct sheet would be recorded aga ins t t hem. 

Tr~fry was quite willing to sign, but, after his session at 

office, considered he also wa s an injured party, and was 

wondering if someone shouldn ' t apologize t o him . So he defer

red action until the last possible moment , when he went in and 

signed. Amicability was restored. He had a nice chat with the 

Colonel, and borrowed a book of rules and regulations for use 1 

at a sergeant' s mes s meeting called fo1' that evening . The end 

of the matter was ver y sat i sfactory . ihe sergeants were 

as s i gned a mes s ord~rly, and henceforth the sergeant's mess 

was accorded its proper standing . Wha t .Ab raham Lincoln, the 

Great Emancipator , had accomplished f or the slaves, Ab ey, his 

namesake, the instiga tor of the letter to the S. M. , ha d 

accomplished for the s ergeant s . 

Many pleasant hours were spent in this mes s . "Kidding" 

was made an art and pract ical joking a science . Walton was not 

above putting anothe r man ' s shoes on over his own , to dr aw un 

wanted attention t o a b i g pair of f eet . Charlie Holden took 

the war serious l y, and the rema rks of the others on his expert 

discussions . of army and navy prob lems fr eque ntly got his goat. 

Burnett's propensity f or ma nu:facturing and accumulating s ouvenirs-

aluminum rings , shell c as es, pa i nt ing of horrible wa 1• p ictu.res -

made hi m a f ine goat-gettee. ~refry' s intention to st udy 

medicine three hour s a day was appl auded but-- - -, and Brown's 

detective abili ty was recognized with reservations . The Sergeant 

Ma jor wa s usually good-natur ed, but occasionally fell for the 

red rag . 

The s ocial side of the mess was greatly bro ad ened by 

i nclud ing such s ergeants as were s elected f rom the ranks of t he 

convalescent pat ients f or duty about the hospital . Several of 

these were members of the mess f or periods of three months or 

more, and a number of them revisited the mess on the various 

occ asions when moves brought the units in the same loc a lity . 

Thus the members of the mess c ame in contact with quite a number 

of fine Impe r ial types . Sergeant Jack Lavery , of the Irish 
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Guards , and Sergeant Jock Potter, of the Royal Scots, will long 

be remembered by the sergeants of the unit . Many of the unit 

officers were frequent visitors to the mess . Captain Chute was 

a constant visitor, and could always be depended upon to supply 

the latest regarding the military situation . 

Though a number of the other ranks continued to sleep 

in nooks and cells near their place of work , most of them early 

abandoned housed quarters f or tent accommodation . It was 

pleasant sleeping under canvas during the summer months , though 

the ground on which the tents were pitched was such that a 

heavy rain occasionally flooded them . On June 8 a terrific 

thunde:r storm was accompanied by such a downpour of rain tri.at the 

water streamed through some of the tents to the depth of six 

inches . But at the end of July they were shifted to a better 

J,.ocality . 

The tents were equipped in accordance with the individ 

ual tastes and inclinations of the occupants . . Al l sorts of 

sleeping arrangements existed , from blankets spread on the 

tarpaulin floor to ingen ioUE' ly improvised beds . Some tastes ran 

to stretchers, but these provided little comfort f or a long man 

on a cold night . Straightened out , one or both end-s of him 

would hang over and be exposed to t he cold . Doubling up allowed 

a cold dr aft to flow in f rom the sides . On a re ally cold night , 

only the l' apid alternating of the s e positions kept a man from 

freezing . Given equal bedding, the floor always provided the 

warmest bed . 

Mostly the men slept with t heir tents brailed, and 

the flaps wide open . But a rainstorm coming up at night made 

it necessary for one of the occupants to turn out, peg down and 

f asten up . One of the occupants of a tent of three, generally 

a sound sleeper , would awaken with uncanny regularity just at 

the proper moment t c attend to t his task, al V'lays finding his 

two companions sleeping pe acefully . It puzzled hi.u, that is 

until one night he ri.appened to be awake when the fiist drops 

began to fall. While trying to summon energy enough to get 

up, he saw a hand slip out, and felt a d ig in the ribs . He 

sat up and peered at the owner of the hand, who seemed to be 
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sleeping peacefully, but under a close scrutiny, he failed to 

keep a straight face. The mystery of those ti • ely awakenings 

was solved, and Sergeant John Feindel, author of this ingenious 

scheme, began taking his turn at tent - closing . 

Some of the officers, too, preferred tent to other 

accommodation. Several bell tents were pitched for them along 

the top of the casemates . Unfortanately, one of these was 

located in the vicinity of the vent of a chimney . One day, from 

the orderly room, "Noisy" McGill noticed a commotion amongst 

the laundresses, who were pointing upward . Thinking they were 

gazing at hostile aircraft , he investigated : "Someone's tent 

is on fire . " he announced . Captain Chute strolled to the wi ndow. 

It proved to be bis tent , and he g_uit strolling . He leaped 

through the window and raced to the ' scene of action , where he 

found his batman trying to ueat out the flames with his new 

jacket - the one thing Captain Chute was bent on rescuing . 

fter Neuve Chappelle, passes to town were authorized 

at the rate of not more than six a day . But gradually the men 

were permitted more freedom. The duties were light and more 

passes came into being . The!e were many pleasant walks in the 

neighbourhood, the canal banks providing many attractions . 

:Many of the men hired bicycles , and a much larger s ection of 

the country was explored than mere walking would have permitted . 

Excursions were made to 11erville , St . Venant, etc ., end the 

section at Choques was often vi s ited . 

Most of the wheels on hire were relics of bygone days , 

and many were b~rd to control on the downgrade . Nightfall on 

one occasion found Noisy McGill and IJeb Neily far from home . In 

the darkness they crashed into a closed railroad crossing, and 

had to walk a mile befoxe they g ot their wheels repaired . It 

was getting late, so they put on speed . They ha d not gone far 

before Noisy ran into a cycling Frenchman , and knocked him down . 

Then Meb came along and ran over him . The three wheels and the 

Frenchman were badly damaged . 0hen Noisy finally returned his 

:.-,heel, he stood it in front of the owner' s shop, indic ated .its 

presence to him, and faded away before the owner had chance to 

enquire as to the whereabouts of appr oxi ma tely the missing half . 
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Occasionally the other ranks had an interesting 

ride in the Unit Ford. Captain Chute was responsible for 

many of these . He was an adept in finding excuses for visit

ing places nearer the line , and frequently proceeded far 

beyond his authorized destination. Re had the chauffeur's 

hair standing on end on more than one occasion. But these 

unauthorized extensions were suddenly brought to an end. 

One day Captain Chute was seen st anding in the doorway of 

the passage leading to the orderly room, his hands thrust 

deep in his pockets, his cap drawn down over one eye, and a 

bellicose look in the other . Inquiry as to this unusual 

attitude elicited the fact that he had just had a session 

with Colonel Ford. The Colonel had asked him the apparently 

innocent question as to where he had taken the car on ~is 

most recent trip, and Captain Chute and more innocently 

replied: "Just to such-and-such a place . " Thereupon Captain 

Chute had been greatly disconcerted at having the Colonel 

present him with the chauffeur's log book of the car, a 

recent innovation of which the Captain was entirely unaware . 

Few restrictions were placed upon the evening hours 

of those off duty . At times passes were required; at other 

times they were dispensed with . A guard was mounted at 

the gate, and any late arrival, foolish enough to report 

there, was detained . For the gate was not the only means 

of entrance . There were several sections of a light trolly 

line lying loose just without the walls. ~hese made 

excellent scaling ladders, and, not infrequently they were 

brought into play. 

Of course the neighbouring estaminets received a 

not inconsiderable share of the unit's patronage. One was 

particularly popular, and · its follower s were known as the 

"Marie-Meerut Divisionn . There were many in the unit who 

suffered a distinct sense of loss wh·en this estaminet was 

placed out of bounds six long weeks for selling to troops 

out of hours. To quote Fabulae Belli: 

"Not that they liked her beer so well, 

But by her own dear charms they fell." 
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During the latter part of March the sporting 

instinct found an outlet in football, and the unit succeeded 

in turning out a fair team, playing a number of closely con

tested games with various British uni ts. But the middle of 

April found the unit practising baseball with improvised 

equipment, while May brought them the genuine article. Not 

being located in the neighbourhood of units familiar with 

baseball, most of the games were internal. All players were 

divided into sections, the first and second teams of each of 

these two sections alternating in playing a series of games. 

The players for the first teams could be chosen for the odd 

games from the whole sections, but the players for the 

second teams could only be chosen from those not playing in 

the preceding odd game . The scheme provided practice for all 

potential players , and permitted graduation from second to 

first teams of players showing the required ability. 

Their fir s t appearance in town attracted attention. 

One Tommy , seeing Walton standing outside a store , mistook 

the purpose of the bat Art was carrying, and called the 

attention of a c.ompanion to it: "Blimey! Look what they 're 

arming the picq_uet with now . " The first public practice 

on a square near the outskirts of the town attracted the 

attention of some English cricketers. A number of them join

ed in the practice, ar~ some turned in excellent exhibitions 

of fielding. The next visit found them using a stick and 

batting out a cricket ball. So they were formed into teams 

and coached all evening. They were very interested, so a 

game was arranged between No . 1 G. H. Q. Ammunition Park and 

one of the second teams of the unit. · In many plays by the 

English team the cricket instinct predominated. The first 

baseman fielded a difficult ball perfectly, but instead of 

tagging his base, slammed the ball at the sack . The 

sergeants of the two units also staged a game . The Sergeant 

Major pitched and Noisy McGill caught, but even at that it took 

all the team's efforts to keep the game from being too one

sided . But baseball proved too big a game f or one small unit 
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to their cricket. 
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Baseball was responsible for a little incident that 

illustrates the attitude of many British officers toward 

Canadian discipline. A column of troops was testing by the 

roadside, and Frank Bird , who had just finished baseball 

practice, sat down amongst them for a chat. An Eng lish staff 

officer, driving past in a car, spied Bird 's non-military 

headdress. He stopped his car, and summoned the offender. 

"Oh! You 're a Canadian ." he said. Apparently no further 

explanation was necessary, for he drove off without another 

word. 

Baseball was also responsible for the unit's first 

game of cricket. During the stay at Fort Gassion, the unit 

shared the enclosure with various Motor J::lmbulance Convoys -

Nos . 8, 6, 10, 12 and 13, in order of enumeration. No. 10 

M. A. C. offered to teach the unit cricket, if the unit 

would teach them baseball . So a cr i cket match was arranged . 

Trefry and Jack Downer had both played cricket, Downet being 

a bowler of some ability. '.!.'he remainder of the unit's team 

was s elected on their ba seball qualifications. They succeed

ed in nearly doubling the score of their opponents, Trefry 

and Downer scoring nearly b~lf of the unit's runs. Art 

Walton's reaction on being bowled first ball was one of the 

features of t he game . The baseball game never materialized, 

but on .august 17 and 18 an athletic meet wa s held with 

Ho . 10 M. J; , c., the unit winning 9 to 3, Trefry a nd ivalton 

accounting for 6 of t hese wins. 

Provision for recreation and entert ainment within 

the Fort was also made . One end of the receiving room was 

used as a recreation room as well . Books, magazines , etc., 

furnished by the Y. M. C. A., were available . The talent of 

the unit occasionally put on a concert, generally in conjunc

tion with the convoy in attendance at the time . The Artists 

Rifles put on a very fine entertainment. On one occasion 

the unit were treated to a s eries of lantern slides, or what 
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one patient described as ,rs tationary moving pictures". 

Late in November a fund was collected for the pur

pose of hiring a moving picture machine and films. The 

first show)took place on December 8 , and the last on January 

16 , just before the unit moved . The titles were all in 

French, and a synopsis of the story accompanied each . For 

the benefit of those who were unable to read French, a _ 

translation of this synopsis was made . 'l'his, Capt a in Stewart 

read to the audience before each picture , the theme of most 

of them being so mushy that Captain Stewart occasionally 

felt called upon to announce that he was neither respons i ble 

for the plot nor for the translation. 

Early in the summer VfOrd reached Fort Gassion that 

the section of the unit located at Cheques was hand-printing 

a paper, the lone copy of each issue -being posted for the 

benefit of i,:1 ould - be readers . 'lihis gave Don Keddy the idea of 

printing "Fabulae Belli11 , and once or twice a week, a hand 

printed edit ion of this paper was tacked to the walls of the 

receiving room . It lasted twowhole months, sufficiently long 

to see the rise and fall of "The Antioch Blizzard 11 , a rival 

paper conducted by Corporal Neily . The size of 11 Fabulae 

Belli" varied from one double s heet of foolscap to nine 
I 

double sheets joined together with adhesive tape . The pass

ing of these periodicals was more regretted by the readers 

than by the editors, who found the task of getting out these 

edit ions was cutting into their recreations considerably • 
. 

The personnel were steadily pr ogress ing in their 

knowledge of French . Billie Bernardine reported that he was 

learning two words eac·h day , as he had heard that even at 
t 

this rate a man could make good progress . But he soon grew 

dubious . "You see," said Bill , "I have to lea rn 1the same 

two words every day, becaus e I forget both of them every night . " 

But estaminet French still cpntinued to set book French a 

good pace . 

Special days of the year were duly celebrated . The 

1st of Aprit found many victims . Orders to turn in a'11 

cam.eras had just be en issued, so many of the men were lined 
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up by the camera-owners for some last snapshots. The victims 

were posed in many combinations and formations, until a 

vague suspicion entered their minds that the cameras were not 

loaded. Orders were continually being issued to troops 

warning them of spies and traitors, and about that time quite 

a few rumors were current in the unit regarding flashlight 

signals emanating from a room occupied by a motor convoy 

officer, and all were on the qui vive. On the evening of 

April 1st the sergeants wer e advised that the signalling had 

again started. All crept out and lined up behind the trees 

in the courtyard, where they could keep the s uspicious room 

under surveillance . Not satisfied with this, Trefry crawled 

stealthily along the shadows until he had attained a vantage 

point on the other side of the building, and there stood 

sentinel . Most of the s e~geants soon gave up the watch, but 

it was a long time later before Trefry returned very dis 

gruntled, and reported that not only had he not seen anything 

suspicious, but that he ha d nearly frozen to death. He became 

a bit wa rm, however, when it was pointed out to him t hat it 

was still April Fools ' Day. 

The year-end festive season opened with a dance on 

Chris tmas Eve. The officers' Ward, two large square rooms 

connected by a doorway, was selected for the occasion, and 

was decorated with ivy and appropriate greetings: "Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year, 1915 11 , "Canada Forever", etc. 

Major Emsley opened the dance by reading a letter from Colonel 

Ford, wh ose indisposition prevented his a tte11dance. The 

letter ended with a list of t hose donating to the Christmas 

entertainment. Each donation, as announced, was greeted witp 

cheers, especially that of the little gi rls of Caledonia, 

Nova Scotia, and that from Toronto. 1dhen the list was 

finished Shorty Paton drew on himself and his own home town 

some good-natured laughter by request in6 Ma jor Emsley to 

read the amount contributed by Hamil ton. ''l'hen the dance began. 

A large bunch of mistletoe hung in the doorway, 

and the evening was still young when Corporal Hoiliditch, a 

duty patient , collected five francs as a result of having 
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kissed each of the seven nursing s isters. The non-dancers 

were also having a good time. McKeegan sang 11 Get Out and Get 

Under" and one of the officers pantomimed the song. The dance 

was finally held up for refreshments, coffee, sandwiches, cake, 

pudding, raisins, nuts and candy . Then the dance went on with. 

undiminished vigor, until word came that the Canadian mail had 

arrived. Whereupon the dance soon passed into complete oblivion. 

Christmas morning found the other ranks being 

aroused by Carmon Robart with his customary yells and resound

ing blows on the tents. bll turned out. It was a beautiful 

morning, with the stars still shining, and the moon but half

way down the western sky. 

That evening the sergeants acted as waiters at a 

dinner for the nursing sisters , officers and rnen . Captain 

Pea.t made the finest after-dinner speech ever made in the unit. 

He was a most popular officer, and . when called upon, rose to 

many cheers which were prolonged until a voice was heard 

calling "Silence!" 11 I guess that means me , 11 said the Captain, 

and sat down. The dinner was followed by a concert staged 

by the unit and No . 13 Motor Ambulance Convoy, and probably 

this was the unit's finest effort in this direction. 

~uite a number of cb:rnges in the personnel of the 

unit took place during the latter part of the stay in Aire, 

and a few of the more noteworthy may be menti oned. Captain 

Pickup , the quartermaster , was invalided to England and Lt. 

Galbraith joined as a replacement. · Likewise Captain R. H. 

Macdonald was invalided. and Major .brchibald replaced him as 

Surgical Specialist . Captain Chut e sought a more active 

existence, and Captain Wainwright came to the unit as pay

master. lirajor MacKinnon was lost 'to the unit on his reposting 

to No . 2 General Hospital . The Sergeants suffered two severe 

losses. Andy Morris , . staff- s ergeant steward, transferred 
\ 

to the Canadian Engineers . Trefry also passes out of the 

pie ture. He had acquired his degree of M. D., and the lure 

of a commission carried him off to England. 
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On the whole, life at Aire was pleasant. Due to 

the long sojourn there, Fort Gassion has probably caused its 

individuality to be more deeply impressed upon the members 

of the unit than that of any other site occupied by them. 

Who has forgotten the old "apple 11 lady who called at the 

Fort with fruit - who would always shove an extra handful of 

cherries in your hat just as you were turning away? They 

were 11 1a zy 11 days~ these, days which gradually brought to the 

members of th~ unit the disquieting feeling that they should 

be filling a more important role . So all were content when 

word arrived that the unit would move to a site where it 

would be more actively engaged. 



CHAPTER X 

BAILLEUL 
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The move to Bailleul began on January 15, 1916, 

proceeded leisurely, and vrns completed by the 20th. 'Though, 

on the 18th, the unit took over 57 patients from their pre

deces s ors , and admitted a further 33, the first official 

receiving day was February 2 , 1916. Thus it was an exact 

year after crossing the channel that the unit , as a whole, 

became actively engaged in first-hand casualty clearing 

station work . 

The unit was now located on the Bailleul-Locre road, 

about a kilometer from Bailleul , and occupied certain build

ings of the "Ma ison de Sant e de Bailleul" , an institution that 

numbered many fine structures . A brick and tile three story 

building , which in peace time had s erved as the hospital for 

the institution, and a couple smaller buildings in the same 

brick-walled enclosure provided the nucleus for the main 

station. The main building was electrically lighted, had 

central heating , and could accommodate 400 patients on stretchers . 

The unit also took over part of a group of buildings . 

known as the Asylum Farm, about a quarter of a mile nearer 

Bailleul. Here the medical authorities had established a centre 

for infectious and contagious diseases . This was known as the 

British Isolation Hospital, and wa s operated by the unit during 

its stay in Bailleul . 

Makeshift sleeping arrangements for the personnel 

soon gave way to the officers being billeted in various houses 

of the institution , the nursing sisters in similar quarters , 

the sergeants in tents near the main hospital, ~nd the rank 

and f ile in billets at the Asylum Farm. 

Prompt surgery was vi ta l to the successful treatment 

of many classes of wounds, and the casualty clearing st ations 

were early found to be the ideal centres for such surgery. 
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Being located some six t o eight miles from the front , the 

unit was now able to render such service. Casualties frequent

ly reached the unit within t wo hours of receiving their wounds . 

Casualty Clearing Stations usually worked in 

groups, receiving in rotation, and together taking care of a 

convenient section of the front. Behind sectors not actively 

engaged, the stations usually received in rotation for periods 

of 24 hours, or were allotted definite days of the week. Sign 

boards on the roads leading to casualty clearing station 

centres were us ed to direct ambulances to the station receiving, 

and frequently du.ring active periods a despatch rider was 

posted at the receiving station in instant readiness to change 

these signs when a station had received its quota. 

Nos . 2 and 8 British c. c. s. ' s were in the Ba illeul 

area, so the unit shared with them the work of this front. 

No. 2 c. -c. S. received Mondays and Thursdays, No. 8 C. c. s. 

Tuesdays, Fr idays and Sundays, and the 1st Canadian C. C. S. 

on Wednesdays and Saturdays . On the days that No . 8 received, 

No . 2 took officers patients. The 1st Canadian C. C. S. was 

assigned the special task of operating the British I solation 

Hospital. This arrangement, with one or two brief exceptions, 

held t J:i..r oughout the whole of the unit ' s stay in Bailleul. It 

is interesting to note that No . 2 C. C. s. had been occupying 

its present site, an old Jesuit shhool, since Octo~er, 1914. 

Operatio_ns began with Ma jor E. W • .Archibald as 

Surgical Specialist. Captain Dickson v,as appointed Company 

Officer, and in addition was given charge of the receiving 

room. One officer and 12 other ranks staffed the British 

Isolation Hospital. On Ma jor .Archib,ald ',s rejoining Ho. 3 

General Hospital, on ~pril 27 , Captain W. L. MacLean assumed 

the post of Surgical Specialist. 

With the unit's graduati on to the ranks of front line 

c. c. s., the personnel now felt they we re an important part 

of the machine. The work was mu.ch more interesting. Bombard 

ments on the immediate fiont ~~d a more vital significance. 

If they occurred on the unit's receiving day, within a few 
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hours casual ties would be arriving at the station. The 

issue of smoke helmets to the personnel of the unit, on 

February 9, was a tacit reco gni t ion of their altered status. 

· erial activities brought the war closer home. 

vith No. 1 Flying Squadron as its next door neighbour, the 

unit felt a more personal interest in this form of activity. 

Though ordered by the Sergeant Ma jor not to gaze at aero

planes wh ile on duty, it was hard to keep f rom stealing 

surreptitious gl ances upward , when the sound of anti-aircraft 

guns indicated s pe c ial activity. 

The re was something infect i ous a bout a eropl ane-

gazing that even t he officers f ound hard to re s ist. Toward 

the end of the stay at Ba illeul, Colonel ¥oung, standing just 

outside the orderly room door, spied an aeroplane in the 

distance. He too k considerable t ime pointing i t out to 

Major Dickson. 11 0h Y.es, I see it now, " sai d the Ma j er, •tand 

by Jove, there' s anothe:r :ri ght alongside of it. " Th is one 

was pointed out. 11 yes ," said the Colonel, "why there' s t hr ee 

of them. " This third plane wa s pointed out to Ma jor ' ickson , 

who, as soon as he saw it, exclaimed: nwell I'll be damned, 

there's fo ur of them. 11 Th is wa s too much for. oy Kitchen, who 

was working within. He jumped up and ma de for the door. " I've 

got to have a look", he expl a ined, "Ma ybe there's five of them. " 

Staff Sergeant Burne t t 1,vas the f ir s t member of the 

unit t aught to respect enemy a eria l bomb s . During an evacua

tion on t he morning of ] ebruar y 20 , a lorry was sent out to 

collect blankets a nd st1·etc hers f ro m the amb ula nce tra in, 

Burnett b,eing in c har ge of t he lo1•ry. 'l'he driver, Pt e. Penning , 

noticed a number of Taubes over the vicinit y of the s t ation, 

and sto pped his lorry. Burnett ordered him to p roceed, but 

lle nning was disposed to ar gue t he point. wo b ombs settled the 

ar gument. They exploded in the str e et , some ya rd s ahe a d of 

t he lorry, killing and woundi ng s everal soldiers, civilians 

and horses. v{hile Burne tt wa s a s sis t ing in rend e1• ing first 

a id and collect ing the mutilated r emai ns o t he dead , he v✓ as 

a l so engaged in c a lcu.la t ing just I he r e he would hav e been ha d 

the driver not stopped the lor ry. ilbout 11 bomb s were dropped 
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in the vicinit y of the r a ilway s tation , c au s ing ab out 20 

casualties. 

Three more Taub es appeared in the after noon , and 

tried for the aerodrome , the unit's next door neighbour, but 

as these aeroplanes were engage d by Br it i s h machines , the 

bomb s were 500 yard s wide of their mark . On the 24th, as the 

unit was prepari ng pat i ents for evacuation , f our Taubes c ame 

over, and the unit was warned not to move patients until t he 

raid was over. Fourteen bombs were dropped. Two, meant for 

the v~ngars nex t door , f ell fairly close . Bai ileul was bombed 

fre quent l y during the un it' s stay there. 

But it w1s not until four o'cloc k on the morning of 

pril 24 that the unit really became fam iliar with the s e enemy 

bombs . About 12 were dropped, wit h the action centering on the 

Briti s h Isolation Hospital. One l anded s ome fifty feet from 

the tents were certain of the isolation c as es were s leeping , 

but, though fra gment s pierced a numb er of these tents, no 

casualties occun:ed. This bomb , an d a no t her one , succeeded in 

shattering most of the windows of the officers' mess and s ome 

of the billets loc ated oppos ite t he I sola tion Hospi t al. But 

the bomb that did the most dama ge wa s one that missed a loft , 

where 150 men of No. 5 M. A . C. slept , by but six feet, and 

fell dangerously close to t he billet oc cup ied by the men of 

the 1st Canad i an c. C. s . This bo mb destr oyed seven motor 

ambulances and damaged ei ght more , the fire f rom t hese lll~ning 

cars setting the lvl . A. C. billets on fire . Pr ompt mea sur es, 

and the f act that the building was principally brick and tile , 

saved the st ructure. 

Staff Ser geant Tytheridge , who was s enior N. c. o. 
at the Britis h Isolation, gave a modest a ccount of his own 

exper ience. '.i.1he fi rst bomb shook him out of bed, but he hoppe d 

ri ght back again. He had j ust tucked his t wo hundred and odd 

pounds under the c overs when he was blown out again. '.l'his time 

he remembered his duty to the pat ients and s ho uted: "Day 

orderlies , stand to. " H t h great diff i culty he managed to get 

his own f eet t o s upport him and " st and t o" . He t hen or dered 

' all c ases to be t aken down cellar, but one officer who was 
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suffering from meas les , in sp ite of ur g ing , refus ed t o follow 

a scarle t fever c as e to this doubtful sanctum. Just then, 

however, a bomb lit among the amb ulances, and t~~ meas les 

officer followed t he s c a rlet fever case like a shot f rom a 

gun . Then in f ear and t rembling '.l.1y ther idge s t a rte-d t o the 

tent section, t o be gr e eted by the bomb that lit near these 

lines. I n s pite of a collapse he finally manage d to a rrive 

the re. On the whole he felt his conduct to be worthy of 

commendation, and was some what disappointed when , on Colonel 

Ford' s appearance, n o mention wa s made of bombing raid s , but 

only : 11 I want you to warn all ambulances using water f rom 

he re that it is not guar anteed . Brrh. Good day." 

"Happy" Conrad also gave an acc ount of h is reaction 

to the raid. When the bomb dropp ed aµi ongs t the ambulances, 

and the building was st:ruck wit h f l ying debris, "Happy" decid

ed that t he main building of the ho sp i tal was a nice place to 

be at that time. So he das hed out and sped up the r oa d. He 

hea rd the whirring that announced the des cent of a bomb and 

took t o a ditch. Then he s pr inted again , but wa s aga in forced 

to a ditch, this t i me one full of wat er. By now he had 

forgot ten his intended destination, and wa s intent only up on 

covering ground, an d continued putti ng dist ance between hims elf 

abd the scene of action, until he dro - ped exhausted s ome,vhere 

in the open spac es of the ae rodrome. 

rom the b§ginning . of i'ebruary to t he latter part 

of April , the i mmed i ate fr.ont was comparativ ely quiet , dis t a rbed 

only by smal l r a ids a n d occ asional artillery ac t i vity . The 

average admi s sions during this period ran to ab out 75 sick and 

50 wounded per receivi ng day . 

On March 4 the enemy be gan g iving .b. rrnentieres consider

abl e artill ery attention , and a number of casuai t ies were 

received f rom that ar ea. In the evening Major Ge neral Jacobs, 

G. O. c. 21st Division , was a dmi tted, wound ed in the head. 

Vandrick, a late reinfo1· cement, n ot knowi ng the identity of the 

General, bent over the stretcher and s yrnpathet ic a lly a sked: 

"Well, how the hell a re y ou feeling, ol d man?" To wh ich t his 
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fine officer replied: "Very well. laddie. very well." 

On .A:pr n 29 the unit was reoei ving the orclinar;y run 

of sick and wounded, when, about midnight, the front from 

Kemmel to Messines suddenly came to life. ithin a few minutes 

it seemed that every gun on the front came into action. Ab out 

1.30, even as far back as the station, a distinct odor of gas 

could be notice~, and at about 4 o'clock the first gassed 

oases began to come in. Between that hour and 8.30 a. m. s ome 

200 cases were admi tted. Then No. 8 C. C. s . took over and 

filled up very qu~ckly, whereupon No. 2 c. C. s. took up the 

burden, and handled the remaining casualties from t his action. 

As the gassed cases were slower getting out than 

were the wounded, but 70 of the unit's 343 admissions f or the 

day were gas casualties. Two of these were dead on admission 

and three more died in the receiving ioom . 15 were in very 

bad condition, 25 we re s eve r e cases, the remainder being lighter. 

All exhibited a great deal of re s tlessness, as if 

from air hunger. Even the moribund cases rould at t i mes come 

out of a stupor to toss or rather jerk themselves around in a 

"fish-on-land " manner. The colour of their faces varied from 

a dark red flush to a ~ull paleness, and t bs colour of their 

lips from a deep blue t o a leaden grey. I.liany were coughing , 

at times t hrowing up a blood-f lecked, stringy, yellow mucous. 

Ot hers wer e vomiting. Though every door and window of the 

ward where thes e cases were assembled were wide open, and 

t here was a light breeze, a stench in this ro om was distinctly 

noticeable . 

Captain G. B. Peat t ook char ge of t hese cases. with 

Captain Selby as his chie f assistant . The treatment of gassed 

cases was still in its experimenta l s tage . Aromatic ammonia , 

oxygen inhalations and hyp os of s hychnine were given with good 

results. On one severe case Captain Pea t t ried oxygen sub

cutaneously with such good re s ult s that this tr eat ment wa s 

gi~en other s eve r e cases with the s ame sati s f actor y results. 

Of the 70 gassed cases admitted, 10 died from the effec ts of 

gas and one f rom gas and wounds . Some idea of the am ount of 
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attention gi ven these patients and the nature of t he treat 

ment may be gathered from an extrac t of a report prepa r ed by 

Capt ain Peat : 

"Fir s t case ca me under my ca:te a t 5 . 30 . An officer 

on patrol who was ver y badly ga s sed before he c ould get t hrough 

the wir e - and get hi s helmet pr ope rly on . He wa s intensely 

r est le ss , a l most convulsive l y flipping himsel f fro m the 

stretc he r to the bed , evident l y wit hout clear pe r ception of 

what he was doing . Great dy s ponea, resp,iration 64 per minut e, 

but not muc h liquid in lungs . Pale , a nd finge r nail s a greyish 

lead en colour . Pulse fair - 128 . At:rophine gr ains 1/75 . 

Morphine 1 /6 given. Aromatic inhalations . hen oxygen in

halations f or ten minutes every hour'. About noon I ordered 

H202 , 1/2 drachm in one ounce of water ever y t hree hour s . About 

three p . m. gave oxygen subcuta:sous ly, ab out 4 litres . He 

bec ame ver y much quieter and s eemed better and col our improved 

but I ordered 2 gr a ins caffilne by mouth every four hours to 

keep his heart up. Got oxygen inhalations and caffine all 

night . Next morning he had rested a little. Face swelled up 

as i f oxygen had gone into tis sues from che s t . Colour better . 

Pul se 100 . Respiration 50 . Kept up H202, cafBine and oxy gen 

inhalations three times a day . Pro gres sed during day and I 

judged him out of danger that eveni ng . I gradually l ess ened 

treatment but ordered ~ajor ' s mixture of Pot. Iodid. t o loos en 

secretion, which it did very well. He slept a great deal the 

second n i ght and third day . I was able to send him to base 

on iviay 4th. 11 

The whole of May and the fir s t ha lf of June wer e 

quiet as far as the immedi at e front was concer ned. On June 7 

word of the s inking of the Hampshire and the death of Lord 

Kitchener was received . Colonel Ford writes: "We are much 

depressed. At me s s hardly anyone sp oke - the gl oomies t mea l 

I have had in F'rance •11 A memorial ser vic e was he ld in the 

reception ro om on the 13th, at 11 a . m., t he unit parading . 

During the night of June 1 6-17 a lively bombardment 

star ted, a nd tb~ s ound of gongs warned the unit that another 

gas attack was on. The unit began it s tour at 8. 30 a. m., on 
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the 17th, and until midnight the cases came in fairly fast. 

Before the evening evacuation the ga ssed cases ha d filled the 

station building , an d the.r e were another 2 O being ca.red f or 

in the open. By 8 . 30 a . m. on the 18th 643 cases had been 

ad.m.i.tted., o-f ~ '0-om. ~om.e 4.'2.G ~ e'te S?:,8.~~el1. . i o"tt':i o-f tb..e~e d.i.ed., 

and the others were passed on to the base. Of this attack the 

publ ished official stated: "The enemy bombarded our trenches 

vi gorously at many points from the River Douve to Wieltje. 

Ab out midnight this bombardment was ac comp~nied by two in

effective disc ha r ge s of ga s wes t of the Messines-Wy tschaete 

Ridge. The.re was no infantry att ack. n 

Just prior to this action , on June 15, word came that 

Colonel Ford had be en appointed D. A. D. M. s. Canadian Corps , 

and that Lt-Colonel T. ✓• H. Young would take command of the 

unit. The new o. C. arrived on the 17th, and took over on the 

18th. On the 19th, at inspection parade , Colone l Ford mad e a 

farewell speech to the men - "Not an easy task 11 , he wro te. 'l'ha t 

evening the off ice.rs gave hi m a f arewell dinner, a most pleasant 

affair, and on the 20th he rep orted to Headquarters Canadian 

Corps . 

To Colonel Ford had fallen the not easy t ask of 

building an efficient organization from recruits, alrnos t wholly 

untrained, many of whom were of s chool boy age and unaccustomed 

to discipline. '.i.'o him also fell the task of welding t wo distinct 

units into an efficient whol e. Long before he was called to 

higher administrative dutie s , hi s task had been accomplished, 

and the handma.rk of his work .remained with the unit to the end. 

Though the big summer offensive was planned for the 

Somme front, the latter part of June saw much activity along the 

line, mainly with the idea of confusing the enemy as to the 

locality chosen for the drive. Du.r i ng the night of June 28- 29 th 

quite a number of trench raids we.re carried out on the front 

affecting the unit, and they ad mitted 179 wounded, about three 

times th e or dinary run of casualties f or 24 holl.l's. The .raider s 

with their fac es and hands blackened by an application of 

charcoal and va seline, appeared more like participants in a 
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minstrel show, than soldiers of the line. 

With these cases were five German wounded. '.l'he lPield 

Ambulance apparently had no member familiar with the Ge rman 

language, for these me n arrived at the station with field medi

cal cards marked "Fritz t he I!'i rst '1 , "Fritz t he Second", etc. 

Major O'Gorman, one of th e unit padres , took their re gime n tal 

particulars and t alked with the m. He questioned them on the 

naval Bat tle of Jutland. They s aid their papers put t he Br itish 

losses at 15 and their s at 4. When given the British version 

one s aid: " Oh, we didn't believe what our papers said.n 

Major O 'Gorman was a much more reliable inte:rpreter 

than "Sgorty" Graham, who s omewhat p:revious to t h i s ha d 

mendacious ly stated that he possessed a s ound knowledge of 

German. In view of his statement, when Cap t ain Selby desired 

the services of an interpreter, "Shorty" Graham was recommended 

and s ent for . "Ask this fellow" , said Cap tain Selby , 11 if he 

is suffering much. " Graham, who had for got ten about his claim 

to a knowledge of the Ger man tongue, wondered why Captain Selby 

di.dn 't try to find out fo:c hims el f , but complied with t he 

o:cde:c. He leaned ove:c t he Ge rman and s olic itous l y inquired in 

English: ".Are you feeling muc h pain?" Heari ng again t h i s un

intelligible l a nguage, the German g:coaned. This was enough fo :c 

"Shorty" . Turning to Capta in Selby, he announced: "Yessi:c, 

he is." 

One of the preliminaries to the Battle of the Somme 

was the destruction , or attempted de s truction, of Ge rman obs erva

tion balloons along the whole front, and ma ny of the pers onnel 

were int erested spect a tor s of the operations carried out by 

No. 1 Flying Squadron on t he evening of June 26 th. 

Several monoplanes proceeded over t he German l i nes , 

partly for ob s ervation purpos es and partly t o draw a tt ention 

and fire fr om t he three Nieuport machine s that had been detailed 

to t ake care of an equivalent number of German balloons . Each 

Nieuport ,hid, affixed t o its wing s truts, a number of tu.bes, 

rockets to be dis charged as thepl ane dived at it s balloon. 

At t he appo int ed hour the Nieuport s t ook to the air, 
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sped t.oward the German lines. each selecting its victim • .All 

three balloons d i sappeared in flame and smoke • .A s each Ni euport 

returned. the pilot got an ovation from the watchers . By this 

time it was rather dusky. anu a monopl ane gliding to a landing. 

found it self almost on a Nieupor t. '.I'he pilot swerved his machine 

and tried to rise. Seeing that he could not make it. and rather 

than crash the Nieuport. he snubbed his machine . It somer

sault ed, badly damaged . The spectators r ushed over a nd found 

the pilot sitting in hisseat, upside down. dazed but sound. 

On the 29th the unit indented f or an additional 800 

stl'etchers and 1. 20 0 blankets. and on the 30th orders came 

advising that all leave had been stopped. The additional 

stretchers and blankets seemed t o indic ate a busy s pell. but 

it ~' as soon learned that t he b ig offensive had started t o the 

south on the Somme front, the opening attack being launched 

on July 1st. vith but one exception the unit wa s t o pa ss the 

year and the :cemainder of · their stay in Bailleul in comparative 

quiet . 

On the evening of July 16. the O. C. received a 

letter s tamped "Secret " , and on the 17th all available men were 

detailed t o pitch canvas. '.Phis. and the f' ac t t hat s everal 

barbed-wire cages for prisoners were being erected in t he 

neighbourhood, led t he unit t o believe t hat g_ui te an action 

was pending in this area . Also. the unit was reinforced by a 

party of 31 under-age English yout hs who had bee 1 withdrawn 

from various c omba ttant uni t~ , and who we r e known as " t he 

immatures" . On the 18th more canvas was pitched, and the 

accommodation under cover was brought up to 900. while a rrange

ments we1•e made with the R. F. C. for the use of several of 

their sheds i n case mor e accommodation were needed . 

The action started in the afternoon of the 19th, 

the Australians going over the top to t he south of Armentieres. 

Soon afte :i.· the a ction s t a :rted casual tie s be gan coming in , and up 

to 8 . 30 a . m. on the 20th the unit received 801 ca ses of v.r hom 

647 were wounded . Included in these were s ix civilians - t wo 

men, two women and two boys. 
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At 8.30 a . m. No. 2 C. C. s . began r eceiving, and at 

5 p . m. turned over to No. 8 C. C. s. While t h ese s tations were 

taking in, the unit mad e g ood us e of the day in evacuating 735 

cas es . 1r he R. F . C. s upplied a party of men to as s ist in 

stretcher bear ing . The unit began receiving again at 8 . 30 a . m. 

on the 21st, and dur ing the next 24 hour s ad mitted 324 cas es 

of whom 20 b were wounded. An unusually high number of thes e 

latter admissions were amputation cases , as many of these wounded 

we r e lying out for 36 ho ,urs or longer before being brought in, 

and their wounds 1'.a d become badly infected. Though t h i s action 

brought some 2 , 000 casual ties to the · Ba illeul c. C. S. 's, the 

Intelligence stated that some successful raids in t hi s ne i ghb our'-
r 

hood had been carried out. 

On Sep tember 25th the unit struck its canvas, st oring 

it for the wint er . ' ?e number of wounded a dmissions began to 

fall of f :rapidly, and the stat ion began hol ding cases likely to 
•! 

be fit for dut y wi thin t wo or three w~eks . From July 1st to 

the middle of November the Somme had been the r eal ba ttle front, 

and by the. end of the month i:t, too, had laps ed i n t o the 

comparative quiet of winter campa igni ng . The c omi ng of 1~17 

brought a slightly increas ed activity in the unit' s wor k , but 

nothing unusual disturbed the easy routine until word arrived 

of an i mpendi ng move. 

Late in the f orenoon of February 20, 1917, Colonel 

Young was called to the phone . He 1 earned f rom the D. M. S. 

that t he unit would move shortly, taking with them only their 

mobilization equipment, but the dest ination was no t d ivulged. 

Some pac king was undert ake ~ 1 in the Quartermas t er Js 

stores, but other departments could make few preparations for 

a move, while t he unit continued receiving. On Febr uary 21st 

representatives of the North Midland c. c. S. visited in 
' anticipation of ta king ov~ t he s ite. On t he 25th their advanced 

party arrived, a nd be gan some construction work. 

On the 26t h came definite word 1 that t he un i t was 

moving to Aubigny, back of t he Vi my-Arras f r ont , and the 28th 

saw Colonel Young and Maj or Dicks on visiting the proposed site. 

'.l his, too, was t he unit 1 s l as t rece i ving d,ay i n their old 
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turned over to the N. M. c. C. s . Practically the whole of 

this stat ion moved in on the s ame a f ternoon, and took over 

the rem aind er of the unit' s patients on the 3rd. 
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Twenty lorries f or the move to Aubigny arrived on 

the morning of the 3rd, and 17 were loa ded by noon. On the 

4th the unit paraded at 4, and breakf a sted at 5 a. m. Mor e 

lorries arrived and were loaded. The 21 lorries loaded the 

previous day pulled out f or their new destina tion a t 6 a. m., 

with Maj or Dickson, Sergeant Major Robar t, and ab out two men 

to a lorry. 

The r emainder of the unit, barring one broken-down 

lorry , and it s crew, pulled out at 1. 25 p . m., in a convoy of 

22 lor ries. r;:'he roads were in a very bad condition, the front 

lorries continually stopping to permit the rear t o close up. 

The route lay through Bor re, Ha zebrouck, St. Ve nant, Lillers 

and Bruay. It was f i ne , but a cold wind was blowing . By the 

time Bruay was reached most of the men·were too cold to take 

much notice of anything . Some PEd foot-warming contests 

behind the lorries , while ot her s e ought protection by climbing 

into the ba ck of the lorries . with the bale s and boxes. Boozer, 

the s ergeants' pup, f ound t he journey uncomfor tab le, and 

frequently complained. 

At 10 .10 p . m. the convoy halted, ano word spread 

that the cars were to park f or t he night. A short ti me later 

St aff Sergeant ' yther idge, wh o was in charge of the unit 

personnel on the convoy , announced tP~t the convo y officer 

had inst ructed him to have all the men off the cars, and have 

them retrea t t o the t op of the hill and wait. This ope rat ion 

was carried out. It was fa i ::c ly moonlight , and one could see a 

far-stretc hing p iece of dismal praj_rie country of muc h the same 

type as Salisbury Plain. Also, now and a ga in wa s heard the 

boo ming of a .gun , s ound ing a welcome to t his new fr ont. 

But i n spite of t h i s welcome, the men gr ew weary with 

the wa iting . Some , scouting on ahead, loc ated membe rs of the 

advance party. It was wi th a fe el i :ng of relief that they heard 

Sergeant Hol den of the ad vance pa rty announce tha t vla jor Di c ks on 
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had sent him to conduct the men to billets in a C. C. S. near 

the f oot of the hill. 

But this rejoicing was short-lived. Tytheridge, with 

his blind f aith in orders , could not see his way to leave 

without furt~~r word f r om the convoy off icer, who had ordered 

the unit to t he top of the hill, and to wait. After a lot of 

discussing, mi xe d with a good deal of pure cussing , Tytheridge 

conceded a point in t hat he would seek the convoy offic er, and 

see if moving on would meet his approval. But 'I'ytheridge was 

unab le to locate this officer, nor even a l ance-r: or poral of the 

convoy. Then, much against his better jud gment and stern s ense 

of discipline, he fe ll the men in, numbered them off, ba d t he 

supernumeries number, and 'marched off . 

The men were billeted in No . 5 hut of 30 C. C. S., and 

the s ergeants, after getting a c up of tea, were given quar ters 

in the recreation hut. It was 11.15 when the par t y :r eached 

billets, and but a few minut es later f ound them tur ned in f or 

the night. 

During the stay at Bailleul no major actions took place 

on the i mmediate front, so the number of cas es handled during the 

411 days wa s not impr es s ive: 

Evacuated to Base 

'110 Res t Stat ions 

To Other Hospital s 

To Duty 

Died 

'l'otal Admissions 

Sick 
7,839 

22 

1,670 

1,755 

34 

11,320 

' , ounded 
5,771 

72 

112 

380 

6 , 335 

In a ddit ion to these t he staff of the British I solation Hospital 

handled 3,751 cases of infectious and c ontagious di s eas es , or 

suspects. 'rhe t idnight f i gures show the average of c ases remain

ing i n hos pi tal to ha ve been 94 at the main station and 14 at 

the isolation. 

For work at Bailleul Lt.-Colonel Young and Ser geant 

Ches ter HcGill were mentioned in despa tc hes, and Nursing Sister 

A. D. Al lan was awarded the R. R. c. 2nd Class. 
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CHAPTER XI 

OFF- DUTY IN BA ILLEUL 

Bailleul proved a welcome change fr om a monotony 

tha t had been felt by all .ranks during the i r s tay at Fort 

Gas s ion. Being nearer t he fr ont made the location much more 

intere s t ing , and t he terra i n abo ut Ba illeul provided many 

attrac ti v e walks. 
' 

The country to the north of the Asylum pr ovided ex

cellent gr ounds f or exc ursions. .A range of hills . begi nning 

at li'letre and running eastward toward Kemmel Hill, pas sed a 
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couple of miles to the nor th. Nex t to Kemmel Hill. Mont des Cats . 

Mont No i r a nd Mont Rouge were the hig hes t points: in th i s r ange. 

From these hills one could obtain a f i ne view of t he a re as back 

of Ypr es . Purple fie ld s of fl.ax , yell ow plot s of f lowering 

mus tard , whea t f ield s of many shad e s of green , reddish brown 

areas of freshly plowed land , wit h the 1:: ilhouett e of Ypres 

risi ng in the·distance, ma de an attrac t i ve p icture. Poperinghe 

and Ypres were wit h in cycling distance, and a numbe r . of the 

unit explored thi s count r y . 

Neuve Eglise , abo ut f our mile s to the e astward, 

reached by a roa d ove r the Ravels berg , provi-ded a good exa mple 

of a shell-torn vill age . The bu i l d i n 6s had been badly bat tered, 

and much of the broken brick and tile ha d been used t o fi ll the 

shell holes in t he road s . The neighb ouring f ields s howed many 

s hell hol es , and a res e r ve line of t .renche s marke d the ad vanced 

s ide of the village. Neuve Eglise a l s o ga ve proof of the 
• 

.remarkable t enacity with which the civi lians clung t o their 

battered ho mes . A considerable numbe r of the hous es we.re s till 

occupied, their owners taking what shel t er the cell ar s miight .. 
afford them when the vil lage was be ing shelled. 

Two miles to the north l ay Kemmel Hill , the h i ghest 

land on the northern fr ont. This h i ll b ore evid ence of heavy 

s helling , one shell-hole me rg i ng i n t o ano t her . Most of the 
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trees were shattered, and all were shell-scarred. The houses 

on the face of the hill ha d be en completely demolished, but a 

number of dugouts had been constructed to provide some shelter 

for t hose manning the observation, posts located there. The 

hill provided an excellent view of the front line . Mess ines 

could be seen, and in the distance the s pires and chimneys of 

Lille. Kemmel Village lay at the foot of the hill on the side 

neare.r the front. With the exception of the chateau, one of 

those structures that seemed to lead a charmed existence, all 

the buildings had been badly damaged, and the few houses 

occupied by t he troops were heavily sandbagged. 

Two members of the unit, on an exploratory trip to 

Kemmel, wa lked out at a place t hey late r learned was known as 

"Suicide Corner", a nd proceeded down the road in the general 

direct ion of the trenches. They had gone about 150 yards when 

they were stopped by a whistle, and a sentry stuck his he ad out 

of the sandbagged remaant of a house and t old them to get under 

cover "Toute de suite", as the Germans ha d machine guns trained 

on the road. He directed them to a communication trench, and 

in a short time they f ound themselves in the front line t rench, 

near the "Glory Hole" , ~nd held at that time by the 49th 

Cana dian Bn. 

A short time later t hey applied again for passes to 

Kemmel, but this time Captain Dickson grew suspicious, and 

referred them matter to Colonel Ford. His decisi on was most 

emphat ically "No" . '.i' he furt he\st up the line they could go was 

iestoutre. On referr ing to the map, it was found that ' estoutre 

was slightly further away from the line than was the Asylum. 

'.£'hereafter exct1rsione to the f or ward are as had to be carried out 

more surreptitiously. 

Armentieres, of "madamoiselle" fame, and Ploegstreet, 

familiar to the Canad i ans, were a l so within vis i ting distance. 

On a visit to t he f ront line in Ploegstr ee t Wood, a member of 

the unit copied the follow ing notice, which the Germans ha d 

posted in No Man' s Land, and which the 11th Cheshires had brought 

in t he previous night: "Good morning . ' here are you'? Indeed 
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Buohares tt: yes terday conq_uered by Mackensen with the Allied 

German. Austr ian and Bulgarian rmies. Ploeste with the r a ilway 

lines t o the No:rd also in ou1· hands. 6-1 2 -16. " 

Ba illeul it s el f provided good ent ert a inment for the 

off-eveni ngs. Moving p ictrues were shown both at the Y. M. C. A . 

and at a la rge J:i..all. P:r ograms were changed t wice weekly, the 

Charlie Chaplin pictrues being the mos t popular with the troops,. th6 

mus ical accompaniment was always good, the p i anis t of ten 

dis playing considerable wit i n s electing air s to acco mpany so me 

particular s cene. In the midst of one show i ng an a ged man. who 

had jus t be en evicted f ro m hi s old home, t rud ging painfully and 

pathetically along a c ountry lane, the p i anis t suddenly struck 

up: "In the Blue Ridge Mountains of Vir ginia , On the 'I'rail of 

the Lone s ome Pine " . 

Some one of the divisional c onc ert par tie s stage d a 

per formance eac h evening . and many of t hem were excellent. 

"The Whatnots". "The 1I.erry Ma uves 11 • 11 The Pier r ots" were wel l-

known to the upit. Lena .A shwell's co ncert pa rt i es occasionally 

gave entertainments in the hall, while boxing matches f or 

Divisional. Corps or il rmy Champions hips we re s ometimes s t aged. 

At t he station, the uni t entertainment c ommittee, 

supported by the local motor ambulance convoys, the No. 1 

Sq_uadr on .of the Royal Flying Corps. and any ot her talent they 

could obt ain. put on q_uit e a number of good pro gr ams. They 

were al l well 'pat roniz ed by th~ patients , the members of the 

unit, the R. F . C. and de tac hment s in the i mmedi a te a rea. 

Thes e pro grams were held in the receiving r oom,. Char les :{ . 

"Martin Harvey 11 Way was the stage m&nager, and, besides being 

a good ventril oq_uist wr ote many of his own s ketches. As a 

female impe:r s onat or. Private Hutton J:i..ad good dist ribution ex

cept as to f eet. 

Billy Bernar dine and Cor poral Brown put on one s ke t c h 

t hat wen t over strong wit h the' audience . They came on t he 

stage as bl ack-faced c omedians , Bernardine announc i ng that he 

had a 11 r esentment tha t some ting am agwine to happen" . 11 hat 

could happen a round he:re ?n asked Brown. Befor e Be:r na:rd ine could 

answer a gun went off. Then a miniatrue Zeppelin, suspend ed in 
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the ai~, s lowly be gan to c ros s t he s tage . Guns were busy and 

searchlights played on t he ship . ~hen su dd enly ~he burst into 

flame, gradually her head dropped, and then s he began to 

descend rap idly. After t he applause had s ubsided , Brown and 

Bernardine gave a song : "Back home in Germany, that Zep t hey 111 

never s ee " . 

One of the best f eatures of the se concerts was 

introduced by the sergeants of No. 1 Squ adron, R •• c. They 

or ganized a ragtime band , al l their instruments being manu

f actur ed in their own work- s hops . Vernon Castle, world-fam ous 

dancer and a f l y i ng of ficer of No . 1 Squ adron, i nt roduced 

them, on t heir f irst appear anc e, to t he audience . He announced 

that t he pilot s of t heir squadron had made s o many bad l andings 

and crashed so many of t hei r machines t h a t t hey had t o find 

some way t o make use of t he Wl' eckage . So t hey decided t o make 

a musical instrun1ent out of each machine they cr ashed . "And " , 

he add ed pr oudly , " I am r·esp onsible for nearly e ver y instrument 

in that band . 11 

There was consid er able t ruth i n wha t he had s aid , f or, 

that very day , Ma jor Prett yman , t heir O. C., had par aded t he 

pilots , inf o1·med t hem t ha t t.hey were ma king t oo many ba d l a ndings 

and proceeded t o s how t hem how a proper l an ding s hould be made. 

Unfortunately , during the demons tration , his engine st alled , 

and P~ cr ashed in a cornf ield near the ae r odrome . He and a 

l a r ge numbe:r of his pi lots we r e pres ent tha t evening , and t he 

s er geants' ragtime band used th is i ncident to great advant age . 

'hey were pl ay i ng quit e a numbe r of oldtime s ongs , and whilst 

rendering that ol d souther n melody , at the pt ope r vl a ce jo i ned 

in vocal l y with 11 Where did t he Maj or land? Vay d own yonder in 

· t he cornfield . " 

Sports were g iven cons iderable atte nt i on. On may 1 2 , 

1916 , a n athletic spor ts commi t tee wa s f or med, and t he R. F . C. 

gave t he unit t he us e of a section of t heir f l ying f ield , when 

s uch use di d not int erfere wit h thei r operations . Baseball was 

the predominating sport, but was ent irely inter-unit, usually 

the I s ola t ion te am aga inst the :c emainder of the uni t . 
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On June 9th, dur ing t he course of the g ame, a Taube 

flew over and was heavily s helled by the an t i-aircraft batteries. 

They may not ha v e had the range of the Taube, but they had the 

range of the diamond perfectly, and the f ield bec ame a receiving 

ground for s hr apnel bullets . The teams and s pectators were 

bolting for shel t er when a s hell c a s ing c ame tearing thr ough the 

a i r, that almost .b..ad St a f f Sergeant Dext er' s number. 11 Dic k." 

saw s ouvenir poss i bil itie s in this casing, and del ayed his go i ng 

long enough t o take p os s es si on of it. 

In t he f irst cric ket game the unit he l d No. 1 Squadron 

R. F . C. to a 30- 30 dr aw I Colonel Young took honours . He ha d a 

bad fall at t he beginning of his batting , but cont inued unt il he 

ha d p iled up<ftour teen runs . By t hat time he was so winded tha t 

he was fo r·ced t o r etire "not out". Int erest in cricket , however, 

soon waned. 

The unit soccer team was usual l y out classed, practical

ly the 1ivhole t eam being dr awn from the ran ks of t he " I mmatures " . 

The up.it' s one game of rugby was playe d on November 26 th against 

a f airly s t rong team of !Jo. 1 Australian C. C. S., who won 6 to 

3 . On September 7th t he unit hel d i t s annual spor ts day . 

Occasional ly t he " spo rting" i nstinct in s ome of the 

men led them to off ice_ via the "Conduct to the pr e j ud ice of g ood 

order and military discipl ine " 1· out e. Usually it took a good 

deal of evidenc e t o upse t t heir expl anation and alibis . F'our 

memb ers of the unit were arr ested in connection V\fith t he removal 

of a barrel of beer parked outs i de an estaminet . The evidenc e 

agains t them was t o t he effect t hat th ey were a s s isting thi s 

bar rel of beer down a str e et t hat sloped awa y f r om the estaminet. 

The a c cused claimed t hat t hey were walki ng a l ong t he sheet w:r"en 

t h e barrel r olled into th em, and knocked one o f th em down , and 

were of t he opinion that s ome Austr al ians ha d started the barrel 

rolling . 'l' hey gave t he impres sion that they were the ag6 rieve d 

par ty, t hat s ome action shoul d be t ake 1.l against t he barrel f or 

knocking t h em down , or agai nst t he Australians f or starting i t 

rolling . The Colonel f ound it necessary to re s erve jud gment. 

The Australians were always a good Cana dian excus e, and the odd 
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fea ture ab ou t th is incident is t hat, accor·ding t o 193 · r ep orts, 

it was t he Aus tralians t hat started it. 

At Bailleul the orderly room gradually d eveloped into 

a social cent.re. I t was f i r st located in t he laundry room of 

t he ins t itution, but on Ap r i l .::0 th i t was moved to a hut e r ected 

for that purpose. As this l at ter pl ace was well-heated, many 

of the of ficers and N. c . O.'s, wh o called t here f or business, 

loitered there f or t he warmt h, a nd by s umme r t hey had developed 

the habit. Ma j or Di c kson, who w~s acting a s Company Off icer, 

whe n not employed in t he receiving r oom, made the orderly r oom 

his headquarters. Here he ke p t t he staff a n d v isi t ors posted 

c: a s t o the General' s l at est story, s wapped re minis cences, and 

sho wed anyone who thoug ht well of t heir game h'.aw rummy should 

be played. 

Noisy McGill was the c an t ral f i gur·e in the b est 

orderly room anecdote at Bailleul. ' he telep hone s ervice was 

fre qu ently annoying , an d McGill had been inc reasing t he vo l ume 

of his "Hello " until finally he los t pa t ience, and put every

t hi ng he ha d into one t errif i c pe al, jus t a s cent ral took the 

call. "Who' s t hat ?" a s ked the operator. "The First Canad ian 

Casualty Clear i ng Station" , McGill rep lied. nwell, by t he sound 

you're ma k ing , n s ai d Ce nt ral, " I t houg ht i t was t he whole 

damned Army. 11 

Though no t soci ally c o nnected or in dir ect cont act 

with t he i nmat e s of t he asy l um, the members of the unit were 

often more than concious of the ir ne ighbors, especia l ly in an 

auditory s ens e. The ir pr e sence pe rha ps ha d s ome ef fect on t he 

per s onnel, f or, short l y after t he un it' s ar r iva l, one of t he 

reinf orcement s was ad mitted f or ob s e:c vat ion. He ha d been 

pass ing ou t cigar e ttes t o anyone who would t a ke t he m, an d had 

tried t o give away f i ve f rancs t ha t he f oun d i n his pocket a s 

he could no t :remember putt i ng i t t he re, and , on t op of tha t, he 

s crubbed more f loor in one hour t han three or de r lies all 

afternoon. He wa s considered hope l es s , an d evacuated t o t he 

b ase. 
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Later ano t he r man wa s pl ac ed under obs ervation. He 

went so far as to wrap up an axe in white cloth, kneel before it 

and pray, but as he was be ing evacuated, he pa s s ed a slip of 

paper to oy Kitchen, ask ing t hat i t be handed t o ajor Dickes on , 

as it was his diagnosis. I t read: "Delusional Insanity and 

Melancholia 'r . 

The location in Bailleul brought the unit. f or a t ime, 

in contac t wi th the Canadian Col'ps. and the members fr e quent ly 

me t or were vi sited by f riends serving with other uni ts. Go rdon 

Drew, of the 29th Battalion, a f ormer Liverp ool boy , located the 

unit in a rather uni que manner. He was pr oceedi ng on leave when 

he heard a ver y fed-up: nthis ---- train i s as bad a s the Hal ifax 

and Southwester"n11 • So he f ell in with Ned Hunt , and Je arned the 

location of t he unit. 

As in Aire, a number of pat ien ts were f requent l y 

r etained f or longer or shorter per iods a s '' duty patients", but 

not to the same extent. ..d s s ist ance of a s omewhat do ubt f ul value 

was rendered t he unit in another way. On July 20th thirty 

youngsters, wh o ha d been weeded out of various i nfantry and 

artillery un its on account of being under age , wer e att ac hed 

for duty. • s th e case of each was investigated they Were 

returned to England, but several remained wi th the un i t until 

the end of the ~y in Bailleul. '...'hey were variously re f erred 

to as "The Immatures · , "The Amateu.rs " , an d "Meb Neily ' s Light 

Infantry" . A s is t er int roduced one of these t o an off icer 

patient as " one of our war bab ies " . t he immature acknowledging 

t he i nt roduction with "Yes , other . " 

When allot ted qu arters i n a hu t , two of t he m c ame to 

the Ser geant lvia j or protesting agai _st t hes e qu a r te rs, claiming 

t hey were fu ll of lice . he S . M. declared h e b uild i ng was not 

lousy, bu t on their continued protestati ons went down to exa mi ne 

t he place. The kids p oint ed t o a nu mber of big f a t cockroac he s . 

'' Why , they're not lice , · said the Sergeant Maj or. " Oh, ar en't 

t hey'? Vie thoug h t t h ey were lie e. " i ith s uc h a ssumed i1mocenoe 

they continued t o exasperate to the end. 

The i r hut was loc ated ne ar the se.rgeants ' tent s , and 

Meb lfoily , thei.r O. c ., had t o tu.r n ou t three time ~ in one night 
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to quiet them . s soon as he put in an ap pe ar ance he woul d' find 

everyone of t hem appa rently s ound asleep , s o could not tr ace 

the racket to ari_y one of them . He the refore suggested to Ma jor 

Dickson t hat one be made a temporary l ance -cor , oral , s o that he 

could be held res pons ible for the disc i pline of the hut. Meb ' s 

idea vas to f ine and demote the temporary l ance-jack each t i me 

a racket occurred, and promot e a new one in his place. He 

ftgured that, wi t hin a month, each of the 30 would have been · 

promoted, f ined and demoted , and perhaps subdued . nTemporary 

lance-corporal 11 , said Ma jol' Dickson , " I'd make the youngest one 

a temporary brigadier gener al i f I thought he could keep them 

quiet . n 

When the unit left Bailleul, the i mmatures paraded 

up t he road wit h tin horns , kettle drums and t in pans , not 

returning until 5 p . m., and the rear party reported them 

answering ird efaulters" to the incoming C. C. S. 

Bailleul provided the only occasion on which any of 

the personnel were billeted f or any length of t ime on civilians , 

in build ings or homes not taken over en toto for hospital 

pur poses. The off i cers and s ister s f ound billets in t he homes 

of Asylum employees. Bailleul too provided the only occasion 

whe re t he men of the unit billet ed.for any length of time at 

any co ns i derable distance f rom their v:ork . 'J.1 he billets i n the 

As ylum Farm were about a quarter of a mile f rom the main hospital. 

'11he sergeants , hewever, f ound i t more convenient to 

pass the early wint er months of 1916 in Hubert tent s near the 

main hospital building . .11hese unhe ated tent s provided rather 

chilly accommodation for the cold nights, and various schemes 

f or keep i ng wa rm we re tried out . Some sewed their blankets 

t oge the r in t he f orm of sleeping bags , but these , though very 

use f ul to those who were c a l l ed upon to tur n out at odd hours 

duri ng the night , wer e viewed with disdain by the mor e fastidious, 

who were wont t o 1•e f er t o them as "louse-traps " . I f one wa s 

warm on g oing t o be d, he gener ally pa s s ed a comfortable n i ght, 

but if hi e feet were c old on retiring , he sp ent much of t he 

night t rying t o induce circulation in these extre mities. 
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However, a remedy f or this condition was shortly found. A 

small p iece of candle, lit and stuck in the c.rown of a stiff 

army cap, when tucked under t he bl a nkets, produced an amazing 

amount of warmth in a very s hort time. 

11'Noisy" McGill , howe ver, i gno1·ed al l these inventions. 

He was one of those mortals who just delighted in sitting in a 

blustering, freezing tent, taking his solemn time in stripping , 

off every stitch of clothing and donning 2 thin pair of pyjamas, 

while the others had cold chills running up an d down their 

spines just fr om looking at him. 

But summer in tents is ano t her th ing. '.i.'here is · some

thing so soothing ab out t he patter of r a in on c anvas that one 

is so on lulled to t he border- l ine of s leep, iet s o pleasant that 

one instinctively delay s the pass i ng as long as possible. And 

mingled with t he patter of r a in drops one remembers other 

sounds - the s wi s h of the ambulances on the wet ro ad , or a 

battalion marching up the line s i ng i ng in the rain "The r e 's a 

silver lining through the dark clouds s hining u . 

About the middle of October the s ergeants were moved 

from tents into a hut that had previously been us ed as a morgue. 

The carpenter h~ d knocked together c anvas-topped beds , and a 

stove had be en pr ovided, so t he_y wer e fairly comfortable . Never

theless, they disliked the idea of le aving tents: 

We don't mind asleeping in canvas or stable, 

Or box-ca rs all herded three deep; 

We have s lept in a loft, stretched out on a table , 

Or in prison , and liked it a hea p . 

But it' s a lmost as ba d a s aswip i ng y our grog 

When they put you to bed in a place that's a morgue. 

Nevertheless , it was a lucky day for them, for t he 

winter of 1916-17 was cold, and t he last week of llanuary ·was 

said to have been the c oldest per iod of any length since 1903. 

There wa s between six and eight inc hes of ice on the ponds. 

On the o rderly room moving t o a hut, t he s ergeants 

established their mess in th e. laundry building . Sep arate cook

ing facilities were gr ant ed them , and they began t o fare bett er 

than at Aire, t he members cont:ribut ing t o a fund to buy extra s. 
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But in spite of t hi s better far e, Sergeant Tua jor Robart 

decided t o have some ?' extra specialil" for hi ms elf. Unfortunately 

for him, he was not in the mess when his f ir s t s pecial arrived. 

Thi s speci a l was in the nature of two juicy stea ks. 11 I wond er 

what right he has to stea k any more t han the rest of us, " sa i d 

St aff Sergean t Dexter, and helped h imse l f to a p iece. 1'hen Noisy 

McGill arrived, and was asked i f he liked s teak. Noisy did. Not 

knowing t hat it was for t h e se1•geant major, he helped himself to 

t he s econd p iece. Vhen the s er geant ma jor ar rived and discovered 

his steak was mis s ing , he began a long , wild oration, ending up . 

with t he pious hope t hat t he one who ~ot h i s st eak would choke. 

Two mornings later he ma de anot her attempt. He 

arrived ear ly, ang sat at the table without eating until the 

other s were nearly f inis hed. Then "Happy" Conrad , the mess 

order·ly, c ame in wi th a huge hamburger for him. It wa s s o pre 

p os t er ous l y big t hat ever y one burst out laughing, and cont inued 

to laugh until t he s . M. became s o peeved he r efus ed to eat it. 

i 'he reupon "Ha ppy" cut i t into ei ght p i eces a nd the remaining 

sergeant s finished the i r meal on it • 

.A third a tte mpt of t he s ergeant maj or' s fared little 

better. ~he co ver was t aken f ro m t he s alt cella r , and loesely 

replaced, t he cell ar be i ng plac ed c onveniently near the Ser geant 

v1ajor ' s s te a k . Conse quent ly , when t he s ergeant ma j or arrived, 

he f l a vor ed hi e steak wi th t h e whol e cont ents . ~ s econd or s o 

l at er, the cell ar cras hed into f r a gments a gainst the wall of 

the me ss r oom. 

Arguing was one of the chie f amus ement s of t he mess , 

though f ew ar gument e were ever s ettl ed . r os t oi them oetween 

t he Se rgeant Ma jor and :'egimen t al Br own ended up w itb. t he one f or 

t he affirmat ive r epeat i ng nYes s ir n , and the one f or the ne gative 

alternating with ,rNos ir " . During a n ar gument a s to whether a 

grilse wa s a young sa lmon or a Dother s peci es of f ish, the 

fol lowi ng definit ion W?S hea r d : n.A. s a l mon that weighs under 

thr ee pounds is not a sal mon; it' s nothing bu t an or dinary f ish. n 

The personne l of the ser geants ' mess, 1•ike ot her 

divis i ons of the unit, g r adually changed. Inr.early all cas es 
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vacancies were filled from promotions within the unit. So 

quietly and well did these new member s f it into the scheme of 

things. that it became },.ard to realize how great was the change 

in t h e cours e of a year . Bailleul saw the los s of many of the 

origi nal member s of the Ser geants' mes s . 

The reposting of Trefry t o England was blow from which 

Sergeant "Art " vTalton never f ully recovered. '.i' he forcible 

sevrance f ro m his self - appointed task of keeping Trefry out of 

trouble left him at a loss. He f elt l i t t l e satisfaction in 

launchir~ his barbed shafts of wi t an d irony a gainst less noble 

game than Trefry . So he so ught solace in hi s chosen pl'ofes s ion . 

On 1Iarch 29th he proceeded t o t he C. A . D. C. Clinic, Le Havre. 

carrying wi th him t he bes t wi shes of his "Bluenose " comrade s . 

Staff Se rge ant Burnett a l s o passes out of t he pi cture . 

Aboa r d the Halifax & Southwest ern, on his mobilization journey 

to Liverpool , he explained t h e c i rc umstanc es of his enlis ting . 

He had mad e many s ac xi f ic e s ; he had give n up b. i s pax s onage , his 

future and his fam ily ; he had s ol(!]_ his hor s e a n d bu6gy , and was 

rea dy to do his s hare . He s p oke lingeringly of his hor se and 

buggy and it was evid ent t hat t he pa rti ng had caused a severe 

wrench . His health, s ince arriva l in England , had not been of 

t he best , and he was evacuated t o base on 'Iay 17, 1916, and 

was f ina lly invalided to Canada. He resumed his ministry, but, 

ala s , at the reunion of t he unit , in 1931, he ma de his appearance 

in a buggy , not powered by dobbin, but by pro 0 aic gas oline. 

On .A ug u.st 25 the s er geants ga ve a fa rewell dinner t o 

nMeb" Neily, who was proceeding to the 15th Bn.as a preliminary 

to a commis s ion. Several ser geant ma jo:rn of t he li'lying Corps 

and ]' ield mbulances we1•e present . Lau:rie Brooks cooked a nd 

supervised the s erving of the dinner. Cold meats, salad. le t tuce , 

cucumbers, p i neappl~s . sauces, pickles and cakes were provided. 

~ piano ha d been moved in, an d Roy Kitchen k ept it in constant 

operation. Since wor d arrived that lfMeb" was , to rep ort to the 

Battalion, t he mess membe rs ha d lost no opportunity to introduce 

cheering remarks in his presence . Whenever anyone ment ioned 

s ome thing t ha t was t o take place in t he future , s omeone would 

s a dly remark: " nd to think that Meb will be pl anted by then." 
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Others would stage a betting scene whe rein they would wrangle 

over wha t odds to give on his be ing bumped off in les s than 

four weeks . But that evening all let up on him. Captain Peat 

came in and gave him a toast that, as soon as he departed drew 

from a lying Corps sergeant major this app:reciative and :rather 

envious :remark: "Gee, that's some offic er!" Sergeant Pidgeon 

gave the following toast: "Gentlemen, let us drink t he health 

of Sergeant Neily, and let us all hope that he will never push 

up daisies s omewhe:re in France." 'l'he party broke up at midnight 

and at s even next mor n i ng "Meb" proceeded to join his new unit. 

On September 11th the mess ga ve ano t her dinner in 

honour this time of Sergeant John Feindel, who wa s leaving the 

folloWing morning t o join the Officers Training Co:rps at Etaples . 

John Feindel served the unit devotedly . He was proud of the 

work he was doing , and left , as he himself stated , not because 

he felt that he could render better s ervice in the infantry, 

but because he f elt t hat service in t he medical c o::c p s was 

ac c ompan ie d by less sacrifice of self th' n s ervice i n t he i nfant ry. 

He visited t he uni t again at . Aub i gny , just a fe w day s before 

he made th supreme sacr ifice a t Vimy Rid ge , on .a pr il 9th, 1917 . 

The c har>.g e in the personnel of the officers wa s even 

more marked, 1 s t he numbe r of units multiplied t hese experienced 

officers were moved to posts of g reater responsibilities and 

with higher rank . Many of the 1 s t Canadian Casualty Clearing 

Stat ion of ficers were commanding unit s before t he war f inished . 

On January 9th, vla j or 1v. 'I' . M. Mac Kinnon was reposted 

to No . 2 Canadian General Hospital , and on t he 26th of February 

Capt. J. H. M. Bell went to No . 1 Canadian General Hospital. 

On August 10t h Cap tain J. M. "Job...nnie 11 Stewar t proceeded to :r o . 7 

Canadian Stationary Hos pit al . 

On July 30th the unit lost Captain G •• Ogilvie 

Dowsley to No . 3 Canadian Stationa:ry Hospi ta l . He was courteous 

and friendly, of unruffled di s posi t ion , and replete with dry 

humour . The onl y off icex of No . 1 Clearing , he quickly came 

into the good gr ac es of the whole unit . 
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Another s evere loss was s uffered in Bailleul. On the 

morning of September llt h, Ma jor Pe at proc eeded to Engl and. i 'ne 

previous evening he visited t he s ergeants' mes s , bade them all 

goodbye, an d sa id i f there was anything he could do f or them, 

just to let him know, an he would be pleased to d o it, i f it 

l ay in his power. 

Major Dickson was now t he only offic er with t he unit 

who ~Ed been with t hem on leaving Canada. s Ma jor Peat left 

t he sergeants' mes s , after s aying goodbye, the s er geant s discuss ai 

their officers, and all agreed that it would be hard to find a 

better lot than those who had officered their unit. 

Christmas was the only festi val properly celebrated 

in Bailleul. Preparat ions began on De cember 22nd, when Major 

Dickson scoured Ba illeul, and succeeded in gathering in geese 

and o t her f owl to t he number of 22 . Some of the men began the 

day by assembling in t he vi cinity of the s ergeants ' hut with 

frying-pans , and clubs, and Christmas carols, which demonstra

tion met a protest from within, e qually noisy . At 11. 30 a. m. 

the walk i ng a na sitting-up pat ient s we re given their dinn er in 

the receiving room. They were waited on by the sisters and 

off icer patient s, and the latter s eemed especially delighted 

with their job.. At one o'clock the dinner or the men of the 

unit b egan. '.I'he nur s es were s upposed to do the carving, and 

the sergeants the waiting, bu t t he unit off icers and offi cer 

patients j oined in as well, and the dinner was a splendid affair. 

'l1he concer·t party put on a perfo1·mance in the evening , after 

which the s ergeant s st a ged their Chri s tmas dinner. 

Ba illeul provided a welcome change from Aire, 

furnished many associat ions, and wrote a year-long chapter in 

the lives of most of the me mbers, but the move t o ano t her 

field was accompanied by f ew regrets. It was f elt that any 

move would be a move f orward in usefulness. l o one dreamed t hat 

the t errain of t heir ra mble s - Kemmel , Neuve Bglise, Locte, the 

Ravelsberg - was to be t he soone of some of the most fiercely 

cont ested f ighting of the war, and that t heir home in the Asy lum 

as well as all Bailleul, was to be r e duced t o a heap of ruins. 
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The unit' s most ambitious excur s ion i n t he f ield of 

esthetic s had its beginning , an d pl' actic ally it s end i ng , on 

Salisb ul'y Pl a in. ii b out t he begi nning of Hovember, 1914, a 

doz en or so men of No. 2 ori g in hel d a me eting f or the pur pose 

of organizing an instrumental band . 

Lee- Sgt. Trefry wa s elected President , Cor poral Hunt, 

Bandmas ter, a rrl Corpor a l Lantz, Secretary - Treasurer. Business 

wa s conduct ed on parliamentary lines . Rmong other t hings , it 

WF., s decided tha t t hey s hould buy t he ir own instruments . This, 

witho ut doubt, wa s a very wis e dec is ion , s ince it i s highly 

i mpr obable that any one el s e would ha ve done s o. It was a gr ee d 

that ea c h member should pay in t o t he t reasurer, at his earliest 

c onvenienc e, t h e sum of two p ound s , any ind i v idual of No. 2 

ori gin capab le of blowing t hes e n otes , , being qual i f ie d to enter 

the band. Two pounds a n d ten s hillings was a llowe d a s the 

expe nse s of t h e pul' chasing commi t tee, and the me eting ad journed . 

1Iembe rs h i p was s:ilici t ed. Ever y eff ort was ma de t o 

induce Se r geant JoP.11 eindel to a s sociate h i ms el f with the band , 

the princ i pa l ar gument advanced being t hat he was a qua lifie d 

member_ of a band in c i vil life . 3ince t h i s \ /aS JOPJl' s principal 

ar gument against j oi n i ng the new or gan i zat i on , the i r effort s came 

to nau ght. But t here wer e ot her s with no musica l scruples t o 

p1•event them fr om as s oc i at i n g t he ms elves wi th this effort, and 

so, by Nov embe r 5 , t he s um of thi r t y pounds had been collected . 

Another me e t i ng was held . Cor por al s Hunt an d Lantz 

were selec ted as the pur c hasing committee , a nd the me mber s of the 

band a g reed t o meet every evening betwe e n six and se ven to 

s tudy mu.s i c . 

I t s oon developed that th e Pre sident and th e Band

master had di fferent ideas as to how this study should be carried 

out. 'l're f:ry ins is t ed that the members be mad e thoroug hly 
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vib:rntional cha:rncteristics of each note, and that they be 
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g iv en an art cours e to f amiliarize thems elves with the c ha racters 

appearing on a sheet of mus ic. The bandmaster, while admi tt i ng 

the des irability of a complete knowledge on the part of t he 

members of all these theories, was inclined to believe that the 

band could proceed without too much attention to tre se funda

mentals, and was of t he opinion that steps should be taken to 

cultivate within the members of the band a sens e of appreciation 

of the f·i ner points of music . For a while Tref' s view pre

dominated, and under his t utorship many of the memb ers became quite 

eff icient in copying the characters appearing on a she et of music. 

But with t he arrival of the instruments Cor poral Hunt 

gained complete control. A marquee was placed at the disposal of 

the band , and the first practice was held . This was not without 

definite r esults; orders were immediately give to pitch the tent 

far ther af ield. Further pr act ices revealed a sad lacking of 

musical ability. 

At a meeting held on November 16, after a discussion as 

t o the handling of the side drum, Private Neily moved t hat the 

Band master ask William O' Reil l y to wi thd:raw f rom the band on a 

ple a of inability to ma ster his instrument; the mot;lon was secQnd

ed by Private Brooks , and carried. The fal l acy of thi s method of 

treat me nt, however, was early :recognized; too many applic ations 

of the cure would eventually kill the patient . 

To add to it s ~roubl es , the band was called upon to 

withs t and at least one ma jor attack from the outside . Though 

Sgt . Ma jor Rob art had t wo brothers in the band, he never thought 

ver y fa vourably of the organizati on. So it was not surpr is ing 

that , when the unit was c al led upon to send a detail of other 

ranks to support the ord er lies of No. 1 General, at Bulford Manor, 

the Sergeant Major ' s list of men avai l able for this detail 

mi ght well :ha ve been mist a ken for a nominal roll of the band. 

This brilliant s cheme, however , was in part thwarte d, 

and the band struggled on wi t h their ent husiasm dwindling daily • 

.A t Ta plow it was ordained that t he surroundings we re too 
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civilized to 9ar ry on such a pr actice. Finally , on the day of 

the unit's en t r ai n i ng f or Fr ance, the instruments were left in 

charge of the _ ecto r a t Tapl ow, Ned Hunt a.i, d refry re t aining 

their cor nets. Trefry also retained a good deal of his 

ent hus iasm, as he wa s hear d to decla re a t Ha vr e , that , when he 

returned to Cana da , he was going t o be the best cornet pl ay er in 

all the wor ld. 

ONE NIGHT I N HA VRE 

Special rec ogn i t ion f or their distingui s hed work in 

the field of ori ginal r esea rch should have be en made to three 

sergeants of t he Fi:rnt Canad i an Ca sualty Cl earing St ation. 

On the afternoon of February 22 , 1915 (pa y-:? day) t wo 

of t he s ergeants set out f rom Camp No . 6, Gr avelle , wi t h the 

int ent ion of s eeing Havr e, and there j oined f orces with another , 

s imi l arly bent. That evening Le e- Sgt. Trefry, who was orderly 

N. c. o. of t he day, afte r plac ing t wo men under open a1·res t 

for coming in t en minut es late, returned to hi s tent t o f ind 

that these three s ide-kicks of his had not rep orted in. 

I t pl aced him in a peculiar pos it ion. Hi s duty to 

hi s King a nd Count ry re quired him to r epor t t hese abs entees , but 

the mott o of the s ergeant s , "Together we stand , provided we don't 

fall 11 , would appear t o require him t o overloo k the ma t t er. For 

many minutes he raved ab out " the lousy fools " who were t rying 

to get him in t r ouble, who t hought he wouldn't " r un'' them, but 

who wer e going t o be "sadly mistaken " . Finally, i n disgruntled 

silence, he awai t ed their co mi ng . 

Nearly an hour later the s entry challenged so meone, 

and a fa miliar sta ge whis per rns heard t hrough the ca mp: "It ' s 

all right , Bill. Don ' t say a word to anyone . I t ' s N------ and 

me , Bill. " 

A minu t, e l at er t he cajoler o s ent ries tumb l e d through 

t he tent f l ap , t ook a hop t owErd '11:refry, squatted there in much 

the pos t ur e of a huge toad, and grinned at him . 

"~e],.l, 11 sa id Trefry, unc ompri.nisingly, "what ha ve you 

to s ay f or your s elf?" 
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"Don't say anything about this, Tref, old boy; I've 

fixed it up wi th t he guard. rr 

"Keep g_uiet. You'l l ar ouse the whole camp . n 

"It's all right, Tref, ol d boy; I've fixed it up with 

the guard . '' 

But Trefry refus ed to be placated, made many un

eompli;nentary re marks as to their ( N------ im. the meanwhile 

having ent ered) mental capacity, a nd ended ·by asking '' Where ' s 

W------- ?" 

To thi s N~-----, who ha d hi-rerto been silent, s oberly 

replied: "I don't know; he left us long before we left him." 

Havi~g. thus place all responsib ility of separation 

upon t he s houlders of the absent me mber, he proceeded to turn in. 

But scarcely had his head touched his impr ovised pillow, when hi s 

conscience smote him. He s at up again and eaid: "B-----, 

isn' t in yet. Hadn ' t we better s it up for the poor little----?" 

Whereupon, having shovm that his intentions were go od, he 

dropped back and went soundly to sleep . 

,Sometime in t he wee hour s of the morning the third 

member of the t rio arrived back , a nd later gave a viv i d account 

of their adventure. In their wanderings they had encountel'ed a 

street on which there s eemed to be a very high percentage of 

esta minet s . 

Suddenly, one of them was seized wit h an int riguing 

fancy: he wondered if i t were possi ole for anyone t o drink a 

glas s of beer in e~c h estaminet on t h a t street in a given t ime. 

The ideaappealed tb their scientific instincts, and t hey decided 

to do a little r e s e arch. 

They were well al ong i n their exper iment , and enjoying 

it i mmensely, 1Nhen, on coming out of one staminet, they sight ed 

another directly opp osi t e t hem . B----- started ac ros s and V----

made the dis concerting dis covery thu t B----- was walki ng none t oo 

straight . Then N----- Rtarted ac1oss and r ----- noticed tha t 

N----- also was mak i ng heavy weather of it . He deci ded t hat if 

he, himself , was n ot i n better shape than his companions, their 

experiment va s doomed t o inglorious defeat. 
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So he determined to test the s t ate of hi s own equi

librium. Waiting until t he other two had crossed . he set 

himself the ta sk of walking str aight to the e stamine t door. 

'he result was fa r fr om satisfactory, s o he he s e t himself 

another test, t hat of walking parallel t o the walls of the 

bu i ld ing . The l ast thing he remembered unt il he came to him

self, lost in th~ c i ty , wa s th ese walls fly ing out every now 

and then and hitting him a wallop. 

In the morning t he trio be gged Trefry not to 

endanger any possi ble reputat ion he mi ght ha ve as a law

enf orcing .r . c . O. ,, but to report their late arrival- without 

the leas t f eeling of compunction. But they knew their i refry 

well. l way ~ bstinate, he refused t o listen t o them; s o their 

exploit me t with no official punishment . 

l evertheless , natur e i tself admini s t ered a severe 

r ebuke , and t hre e s eedy -feel i ng s e rgeants that day swor e 

never aga in to attempt s uch a bacchanalian t a sk as tha t of 

t aki ng one drink of beer i n eac h est aminet on any s treet, no 

matt e r how thirs t y they were, nor how s hort t he st r eet. 

1 I ZZ IE, 'HE OUSE 

I f i ncl uding in it s of f icial history a chap t er on 

ve rmin were an honour per mi t ted t o one un it only , there , should 

be little hesitat ion in conferri ng t his honour on the .1s t 

Cana di an Cas ualty Clearing Stat ion . I t may or may not have a 

jus t claim to being t he "lous ies t " unit in a l l Fr anc e , but it 

has good reason° to be lieve, that i t ha rboured the most fa nous 

lous e of t he \ orld a r . 

In submitting this cl ai m, the f ollowi ng facts ar e 

$et f orth , showing how greatly this one i ndiv i dual l ouse upset 

the even tenor of the unit ' s way . '.L' he fact s wi ll show, among 

ot her things , tha t it woke up mos t of the nurs i ng sisters at an 

unaccus tomed hour, and turned one of them out t o answer a 

telephone c all that neve r existed; it engaged the attent ion of 

the best br ains of the uni t for a peri od of at least f ive days ; 

i t had two N. C. O. ' s up f or office; it caused the orderly 

room to have a s pecial s crubb ing with creosote and hot wat e r ; 
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i t drew for th a sp ec i al unit order , it had t he sergeants 

spend ing t he hour between pa r ade and breakfast in the bleak 

c old of t heir mess room, r ather than around the glowing f ire 

of the. o-rderly room ; and ii; left Colonel 1·or d not quite s ure 

that he had really got to t he bottom of t he mat ter . In 

nar1•·ating t he s tory , detai l s , co nver sations , quest ions and 

answers are given as accurately in subst ance as early record 

ing pe l'mit s . 

On the morning of t he 16th of November, 1915, 

shortly af t er di s mi ssa l of t he ear l y morn i ng pa rade , o. R. 

Sergeant McGill , Lee-Sgt. Trefry and Sgt. X- - -- were in the 

orderly ro om enjoying t he comfort of a nice fir e, and idly 

await ing the br eakfast hour. Gr adua l l y X---- became awar e 

that somet hi ng was crawling about . in the r·egion of his ri ght 

armp i t . With a preci si on born of long practice, he a s s umed 

the Napoleoni c attitude of thrus t ing his hand beneath his 

shirt . 'i'he thru s t was s uccess ful. f or. on wi t hdrawing his 

hand , there res t ed p etween his t humb and f oref inger a goodly

s ized louse . In par suit of knowledge he r egar·ded this one 

cr itical l y . Ther e s eemed t o be noth i ng ab out t his par t i cular 

s pe c i men to indic ate t hat it was due t o cause mor e c oncern to 

t o the unit t han any othe r of its f e l l ow mill ions . Ev ent ually 

it fel l to tP~ f loo r , and doubtless s e t off in searc h of ot her 

worlds to conquer. 

Only then did t he full import of its appearanc e 

dawn on Sgt . X----. If he c ould put his hand i ns ide hi s shirt 

and loc at e a louse t ha t eas ily , t here were probably others 

present . So he whipped off hi s s hir t, an d be gan a t ho rough 

s ear·c h . 

.A l l veterans will agree that s earc hi ng one ' s shirt 

for thes e l i ttle ani mal s requir es cons i der ab l e concent ration ; 

s o t hat, i f , some time later , Sgt. X-- - - was found to be a 

l ittle va gue a 0 to what was happeni ng at t he moment , it mi ght 

be re garded as quite na tur al und er the c i.rcums t ances . All he 

knew was that Tre f.ry and "Nois y " McGill we re cha ff ing him , and 

en j oy ing the s ituat ion much mo~e t han he. Later he gather ed 
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that t he s ituation lea ding to all t he t roub l e wa s this : 

Trefry , in t h e c our s e of his cha ffin g , had just g iven 

vent to the imp ious wi s h t :r.at a nursir.ig s ister would dro p in 

and catch X---- wdth hi s s hirt off , when th~ door opened, and 

in walked Lee- Sgt. Hol den. 

" Hold en" , s a id McGill, elaborating on Tref ' e pleasing 

idea, nrun over and t ell Sister A---- she' s wan ted on the phone. n 

Holden cha lked up his eva cuation rep ort on t he 

orderly :room b oard, and went out. '.f'hen Sergeant Wal ton c a me in. 

X----' s sea rch hav i ng proved unsucces e fu.l, he donned his shirt, 

and the incident wa s dismis sed fro m mind. 

But not for long ; it wa s s oon :recall ed by t he 

appearance of Sis t er A----. With a feeli ng bordering almost 

on dis belief, t hree of t he f our ga zed up on her. rr someone (yawn ) 

wants me (yawn encore) on t he t elep hone, Sgt. McGill?" (be aucoup 

y awns). 

X---- stole a gl a nce a t McGill. Noisy ' s eyes were as 

near t o popping out of h i s head a s one would car·e to s ee. "Did 

Holden tell you th a t?" asked Noisy, inc r edulous ly. 

"Ye s . He came over a n d woke me up, a n d told me I 

wa s wanted on t he phone. " (Incident ally, i n his search f o1• 

Sister A----, he ha d gone t o t h e wro ng cottage, a n d had a rous ed 

t he s ister s t here). 

"He did? ·ell, he ha d n o :righ t to d o s o. That wa s 

carry i ng a j oke t oo far, " s a i d McGill, b rea k i ng t he news t ha t 

t here wa s no telephone call a s gent ly as he was ab le. 

"A joke, '1 Sis t er A---- was n ot y awning now. " Do you 

mean to tell me he woke me up fo r a joke? The poor boob! ". 

"I told him t o c all you, but I'm sure he knew I 

didn't me an it. It wa s jus t a joke. " 

"Wha t was th e joke ab out?" 

Nobody ans wered; all had gott en to the point whe r e 

they , t h e ms el ve s , were wonde r ing j us t what was the j oke, _if any. 

"Wha t c an I do t o g e t even with h im? " 

None of the f our could gi ve her an y a dvice on t he 

subject, a nd s he wen t out leaving the impress ion that it was 

take n a s a joke. She was a good sp or t, b ut s ome how t he offic e rs 
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got w ind of it • 

bout ten o'clock the orderly room door opened, and 

in came Sgt . I.Ia jor Robart. "Say , McGill, what's this I hear 

about turning Siste.r A---- _put to ans wer a telephone call?" 

"Why , what about it? n 

"Why, Dowsley c ame to me and told me that Holden woke 

up all the nursing s is t ers t his morning, and turned out Sister 

A---- to answer a telephone c al l, and the re was no call. 

Holden says you or de red him to. 11 

"I didn't order him to; I told him to. " said Noi sy, 

drawing a very fine di s tinction. "I'm sure he knew it was a 

joke. 11 

" Well, hand me out a cri me s h eet; I'll put a charge in 

against him. Have you got the manual of l, ili tary Law?" 

_ fter a prot.racted examination of this lucid book, the 

Sergeant Major looked up . a I can't f i nd any char ge I can put 

against him. What s hall I do?" 

But McGill ha d n o need to answer, f or in c ame Captain 

Dows le y . 

" What crime stall I put a ga inst Holden, Si r? " 

" What happened here t his morning , anyway? 11 a sked 

Capt ain Dowsle y . 

McGill expla ined t hat i t wa s all a joke, and t hat 

Hold e n _had no busines s to carry his message . 

" hat was the j oke, anyway? 11 

That que stion was g etting to be very annoying , so 

X---- caught IllcGill ' s eye and n odded. 

Noisy' s fi:l:'S t words were rat her unf ortunate. "Well, 

X---- .g.ad his shirt off an d was hun ting for l ice ••• " 

" Oh, I s ee, ' int errupted Captain Dowsley, "then X---

was in a rather nude state when you gave Hold en that essage . 

'l'hat makes the crime much wor se . " 

11 1 ell, said the Sergeant vra j or, " Ha dn ' t y ou b e tter 

make out this cri me she e t , sir?" 

Captain Dows ley took the she et a n t he Manual of 

Iv ilitary Law . After s ome study , he s aid : ""ie won't make thi s 

out t od ay . Vle ' 11 . see the Colonel and t a lk it over . He ' s sick 
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today, s o we had better wait unt il tomorrow morning . " 

On the 17th the matter wa s placed in the hands of 

Captain Peat, the Company Officer . He held a consultation with 

the Manual of v!ili tary Law a n d Staff Ser geant Dext er , the Sg t . 

Major having proc e ed ed on lea ve . vi hen he got an account of t he 

affair he grinned, and deci ded to take no action in t he matter . 

But Colone l Ford dec i ded ot herwise . On t he mor n ing 

of the 18th , the Colonel , Captain Peat and St aff Ser geant 

Dexter he ld s ever a l c onsul t ati ons , an d a ction was off icia lly 

a :qnounced for 1 . 30 t hat aft erno on . Trefry , star witness of 

ever y case tha t he ever appea r ed i n , had p roc e eded on leave , so 

I\IIcGill, Holden , Hal to n and X---- were the on ly ones l eft to 

defend t he sergeants' mott o , " Toge the r we s t and , pr ovided we 

don't fall . " 

Promptly at 1 . 30 Staff Se rgeant Dexter marched in 

Holden , , ·a1ton, and X----. After the usual . prelimi nar ies , 

Walton was as ked to tell wha t he knew of the affair . /al ton 

stated tha t he was not in t he or derly room when Hold en was 

there , but ar r i ved jus t prior t o t he a ppearance of Sister A----. 
That was all he knew a bout it . s:' he Colonel did not th i nk his 

re pl y wa s full enough , .but alton co ul d g ive no fur ther 

det ai l s . Then X---- wa s cal l ed up on . 

"Wha t do you know ab out th i s , Sg t . X----? " 

" lell, s ir , n refry , McGill and I were sit ting in t he 

or derly room when I fel t s ome th i ng cr awling (not going i nt o 

details) so I t ook of f my shir t and loo ked f or it . rr 

"In ot her word s , y ou were looking f or lice . 11 

" Ye s , sir . " 

" Proceed . ff 

" Well, s ir , they were chaffing me ab out it , and dur i ng 

tha t time Sergeant Holden came in wi th his re por t , a nd left 

a gai n , but I wasn ' t pa y i rJg muc h at ten ti on to what wa s going on . 

I put my shirt on , and we we re s itting , t alki ng , whe n i n c ame 

Sister and asked if she was want e d on the phone . [cGill 

asked he r if Holden had t old her and s he said yes . ' ell , I 

think that i s c a rry ing a j oke to o f a r . '' said :11cGill . She 

seemed t o take i t as a joke f or s he laughed a s s he went out. 
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f te:cward s we were talking a·b out i t , and I understand tha t 

McGill told Holden to cal l he:c . I am not sure whet her I heard 

Mc Gil l say this or n ot." 

"Did y ou have you:c shirt o:fif when Holden came in?" 

" I don't know , sir . n 

" You should know; I want a decisive answer . " 

"v ell, he must have be en the:ce at t he time. " 

"Now , I want y ou to understand that I am not conduct 

ing th i s examination on t eclmic al it i es . I jus t want each one 

of you to givE me a s t raight-forwa:cd s tor y , so that I c an get 

Po the bottom of this matter , a nd i t will be be t t er for all 

concerned i f I do . Sergeant Holden, what have y ou to say abou t 

this?n 

" /ell , s ir , Se:cgeant ·:IcG ill gave me an order to go 

over and tell Sister A---- that she was wanted on the phone, and 

I did so . II 

"Are y ou pr epa red to swear on y our honour that y ou did 

not know Se rgeant McGill said this in a joking ma nner?" 

"Ye 0 • s ir. but I did n ot take any pa rticular notic e 

of i t. " 

"Knowi ng McGil l t o be you:c superi or , y ou obeyed the 

order , even though Sgt. X---- had his shirt off . 11 

"I took no particular notice of it, sir." 

The colonel had a little more t o say t o Sergeant 

Holden, and t hen dismissed him, and c alled in Sergeant McGill. 

Noisy c ame in and said "Not Guilty" to the char ge aga inst him . 

Walton repeated his evid ence, a nd was dismissed. The n Sgt. 

X---- was c al led upon and ga ve his story a s econd t ime. 

"What ha ve y ou to say to that, Sg t . McGill?" 

.foGill r eplied that what he said to Holden wa s said 

as a joke. Sgt . X- - -- was th en di smi ssed, and i t never b ecame 
• 

known just wbE t the Colonel s a id t o Nois y . 

O:c ders were i mmediately published t o the eff ect that 

N. C. 0 . ' s and men were not to en ter the ord erly room except on 

duty; and on the l~th the place was scrubbed out wi th creosote 

and hot water. On the 20th a no minal :coll of the ur i t was 

given t he bathroom attendant s o t h a t a reco:cd of baths could 
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be submitted e ach week. 

Ab out a mont h l ater Sgt . Walton was he ard to compla in; 

"My orders a re all ta ken a s jokes. '' 

11 Yes ," agre e d McGill, . reminiscently, '' an d a l l my jokes 

are taken fo r or ders. " 

Colonel ]'ord was very anx ious to get at t he b ot to m of 

t he whole ma tt e r. Well, at the b ot t om of the whole aff ai r was 

one annoy i ng , measly , ins i gni f icant littl e l nuse. 

UP FOR OF FICE 

A c omb ina tion of i nc i den t s , e ac h trivia l in itself, 

brought about, on October 28th, 1 916, anot her re g i men tal 

c ampaign in the uni t . I n unit order s , r ea d on pa ra de that 

evening , wa s inc orporated a Gener a l Routin e Order t o the effect 

that t he Cornman er-in-Chief would , in f u t ure, be obliged t o 

c onfi r m an y deat h s en te nc e awa r ded by Court s - Ma rti al to ~entti e s 

f ound as leep on their p os t s . Se rgean t Major Robart approved 

the Commander-in - Chief' s decis i on, an d ext ended it s o a s t o 

appl y to all membe r s of t h e unit who mi ght be f ound asl eep on 

dut y. Next afternoon he came t o t he o r derl y ro om sa t down, and 

in a f ew mi nutes wa s asleep . He wo~e to f i nd hi 1,1sel f pl aca r ded 

"As leep on Duty". The Se rge ant Maj or was not shot . 

The f irs t victim of t h i s part i c u l a r reg i mental dr i ve 

was a precocious youth, who a l ways me ant well, but who seemed 

to be a ge n ius in getting i nto t r ouble . He was l a te f or par ade. 

" hat the devil di d y ou come out he re for, anyway?" 

dema n ded Colonel Young , as t he cul p r it appe a red bef or e him. 

n TO, d O my b i t. , S ir • n 

"Well, i t ' s a hel l of a way you ha ve of do i n g it. 

Four teen days C. B. wi t h ex tr a f at igue s , a n d pa c k drill f o r 

six days. " 

This pa rticul ar y outh was ver y p:il.i t e, and a l ways 

thanke d t he Commandi ng Officer, p i e c e by p iece, and en t oto f or 

a r epriman d or a pun ish ment. 

"Up for Off ice " supplie d c onsid er able of t he s p ice of 

a r my life, an d the re a re but f ew me mbe rs who w.ill f ai l t o recall 

some pl eas an t or unple as ant moment s b e f ore the thr one of j us t i ce, 
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capacity . The se moment s provide s ome of the most cherished 

reme mbrances or ex - s e rvice men . 
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he vast majority of offenc es (Conduct to the prejudice 

of go od order and military discipline in t hat he •••• ) were 

trivial. ~hey rec e i ved reco gn i t ion , not so much f or the offence 

i ts el f , but as a deterrent to the commi s s ion of ot her and 

greater offences . If a man was l ate or fa iled t o a ttend a 

parade , it rarely caused the unit any i nconv en ience. But if 

such derel i ction of duty pas s ed unheed ed , there would likely 

be two ab s ent ees at the next parade and a blank by the sixt h . 

If a man reported in fi ve minut es late at ni ght , and go t away 

with it, it might not be long before he was staying out all 

n i ght. 

Typical of the usual r un of offences and awards are 

the fo llowing : 

Abs ent from dut y an d pa rade without le ave f rom 3 p . m. 
t o 7 p . m. Sent enced t o 14 day s C. c. and f orfeits 1 day ' s pay. 

Sentenced t o 7 days c . C. for a bs ent f rom medical 
inspect i on at 10 a . m. 

Admonition f or "Conduct t o t he prej ud i ce of Good 
Order and Mil i tary Ds icipline, calling N. S.------ t o the 
t elephone , there bei ng no cal l for her • 11 

Sent enced t o 14 days C. B. an d f orfeit s 7 days pay 
f or ;Conduct t o the prejudice of Go od Order a nd ,.1ili ta ry 
Discipl ine, being in Bethune without a pass and running away 
from a sentry when challenged . " 

Sever e reprimand for II Neglect of duty ( Fail i ng to 
cle an up f ilth under an Off icer pa tient's b ed ) 11 • 

Sentenced to 4 days F . P . l o . 1 fo r overstay i ng his 
pas ~ from 9 p . m. t o unti l appr ehend ed b y 1 . F . P . 

Forfeits 1 day s pay f or Neglect of Duty, f a i ling to 
slacken tent ropes during rain . 

The mo:ening aft er pay day ·.ce quently f ound one o:e 

more celebrant up for office . As Colonel Fo rd re marked, some 

members oc casionally tarried to wor s hi p at the shrine of Bacchus . 

Perhaps so me re member a wor t hy old t i mer who oc casional ly would 

rol l home , one s tep f or ward , two to the s ide, and ha l f a pace 

to the :e ear, bu t al way s ver y quietly - one :rii ght say , s oberly. 

He a l way s came i n wi th hi s hands i n his poc lrn t s , and the , ore 

he abs or bed , t he gr eat er f orce he exerte d on these poc kets . 

Conse Q.uent ly, whe n one not i ced that t he c rotc h of his t rousers 
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was thrust halfway down to hi s knee s , one knew that he was 

carrying just ab out his limit . 

146 . 

Perhaps some will r ecall one even i ng at ire , when 

three worthies came ho me a r m-in - arm , rendering , utual support . 

As they nea red the pa s ::o ageway to t he imle r court , Col onel Ford 

ste pped out of the or derly room , and s t ood fo r a moment, 

s urvey i ng his domain , f ro m t he st eps , in t he s potlight from 

t he l a mp overhea d . As t he tr io drew near , the one in t he 

middle , s lightly less under the weat he r than the ot hers , decided 

that the situation called for a salt1te • .n t the proper oment 

he disengaged his arms from the arms of his companions , and did 

the necessary , while his companions , lac k i ng s upport, toppled 

to the pa vement . Perhaps i t was the Colonel ' s satisfact ion in 

finding that his instructions .rega r di ng s aluting ha d taken such 

good effect that caused him t o overlook the les s i mportant 

derelict ion . 

Ea ch co mmanding o£f icer ha d his own style of holding 

office . Colonel ord a l ways wa nted to get a t t he bottom of the 

matter . Hi s ust1a l g reeting to an old offender was "You've been 

here be f ore . " and oc casi onal ly impressed it on the culprit by 

adding " and now you' re he re again . 11 A l ectt1re usually ac e ompanied 

his award . " You do not s eem to re alize the s er i ousnes s of this 

active s e1•vice businessn was an admonishment of his, and "Now , I 

don't want to se e you here aga in" was frequentl y his parting 

word of advice . 

On one occasion , however, a p i e ce of .advice , freely 

g iven, came home t o roost. I n Engl and , a c omp1aint of drunken

ness was lodged again~ t a member, and he appeared b ef ore Col onel 

F ord. In addition to t he puni s hment ha nded out , he wa s advis ed 

if e ver aga in he f elt th e urge to drunkenness falling upon him, 

to crawl a way somewhere where he would no t be s een, and t his 

would a void bringing dis r epute up on t he Canad ian Contingent . 

Some t i me later the man ab s ented hims elf for a couple of days . 

When Colonel JP ord sought to ge t at t he bottom of the matte r, the 

cul prit expl ained that he had si .11ply been fo llowing t he 

Col onel ' s advice •. 
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On one occa sion a membe r pa r ad ed before Colonel :if' ord, 

amd asked to be recommended f or a commis s ion. When the Colonel 

called for the man ' s conduct sheet , the applicant ' s hopes wi lted 

visibly . With ex aggerated care the Colonel perused the some~ha t 

le ngthy document ( the while the man was abandonir.ig all h ope), 

an d , on completion , expressed his r egr e t at being unable t o 

tecommend hi m for even a lance -corp oral's stripe. 

Colonel Young , unles s the offence was s erious , rarely 

hea r d evidence ox discuss ed the case . He ad opted an air of 

sternes s , re ad the culpr it a l ecture, and di smissed him. But 

if t he of fe nce was s erious he was a p t to di s p ens e with t he 

lect ur e. 

One member appeare d before hi f or ins ub or d ination • 

.After hearing t he evi dence the Col one 1 said: "Let me see, you've 

had F . P . No. 1 befo re. " 

" Ye s , sir, 11 sa id t he culprit, four teen days." 

" 'lell, sai d the Colonel , " it' s 28 days this t i me." 

Colonel Dickson rare ly let an of fender re ach the 11 office 11 

stage. He ~trafe~'him privately , and, if the ma n _ failed t o take 

heed , wa s apt to f i nd h i ms el f a dmi t ted to hosp ital and e va cua ted 

as a ca 2ualty. 

There was a y oung o. C. c al led Dicks on, 

Who sai d, ".My unit needs f ixin "' 

So he dro ppe d a f ew bombs 

b mong his non-coms; 

Now thei r heels come to with a click, son . 

Colonel Benne tt f re que n tly helped an offende r al on g 

with h i s st ory, su ggesting excuses and motives whi ch the man 

gladly incor p orated into his tale , until it got so patc hed up 

t hat it sank und er i t s own weig ht . 

On one occ asion Col on el Benne tt wasted a lot of 

elo quence on one man . One of the c onvalescents , a ver y de af 

man , appear e d before the Colonel c harged wi th c r eat ing a d i s 

tur bance after l i ght s out. 'i'he Colonel .read the c ha r ge, and 

proceeded t o tell the man what he thought of him . On co mpl eti on 

the culprit sa id in a very contr it e voice: "I c an ' t hear a 

word you!re say i ng , sir , but I belie ve it ' s a ll r i ght. " 
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The best anecdote of "Up fox Office '' f ollowed a 

reinforcement f rom Engl and. h e wa s a good worker, b ut ha d 

a tendency toward alcoholi 0 m. In ngland , re po rting back 

to c amp under the influence of liquor, he wa s wa rned fo r 

ord er ly room next mo rning . Someti~e before the appointed 

hour, he and a companion were again in town acquiring 

spiritual refreshments. vhile so engaged his appo int ment 

with the o. C. c a me t o mind . Obta ining a piece of paper , 

he wrot e a note t o the Colonel , and had hi s f riend delive r 

the mes sage . The f iiend, himself in hap py moo d , pr esented 

the note. '..: he Colonel was s o delighted V'.rith the epistle 

that the man nevex c a me to trial . 

"Dea:r Col onel, 

Pte. --------- postp ones h i s t rial 

until tomorrow. 

( Signed) II 

The fo re going anecdote s ha ve been gleaned from 

the d oings of seve ral hundred men over a p eriod of fo ur 

ye ars . From these the re ader shoul d not gat he r the i mpres 

sion t hat the un it was l acking in disc i pline, or tha t they 

we.re an inebriated lot . Ra ther the contr a r y i s t rue. 

Ne i ther must it be cons idered tha t thes e very occas i onal 

offenders were a dr ag on the uni t . Not one of them but 

e arned his s a lt. A useles s man , or a rotter , never st ayed 

with the unit long . 

GLEl1NI NGS FROM 11 F.ABUL.AE BELL I" 

The editor i s too proud to f ight . 

Bles s ed ar e the meek for they sha ll be let off with a 
rep rimand . 

Dr. Trefry was heard to s ay that the best way to c ure 
"C hoq_ues" was to g ive them a little "Aire 11 • 

"In aft e r y ears '' , sai d McGill sadly, " I' l l never b e ab le 
to think of Rowell ' s p orridge without a lump in my throat." 
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~Av oy: Cheer up , Corporal Hunt. There' s no use crying over 
spilt milk. 

Cor poral Hunt: I know that , \/Iac. But , durn t he luc k , it wasn 't 
mil k I had i n that bottle. 

Bill Ma rtin: Say , Sergeant Walt on , I'm getting awfully worried . 
I haven't heard from my sist er for an awfully l ong time . 

Ser geant Walt on : What do you want to know, Bill? 

(Ned Hunt was det ailed to a ct as medical N. C. O. t o No. 3 

G. H. Q • .A. P. Some time later , t he o. C. of t~ i s unit decid ed to 

send one of their own N. C. O. ' s to the clearing sta tion f or a 

course of instruc tion , and the fo llowing is supposed to have 

been an interview be tween him and Cor poral Humphries , his choice . ) 

o. c. : I want you to go up t o the Cana di an Hospit al , l ear n 
as much ab out medical wo r k as Cor poral · Hunt knows , 
and report back t o me . 

Corpor al Humphries: Ver y g ood , sir . I' ll be back in half 
an hour. 

L-Sgt. Tr ef r y has recently received t he j oyful news that he ha 0 

taken his degre e in medicine . s a matter of fact he has been 

a doc tor for a considerab l e time , but didn' t know i t. He 

intends t o go in business right away . However, it i s ver y har d 

to find him during wor ki ng hours , s o all patie nts ar e ad vised 

to take s ic k j ust a bout the lat ter part of meal t i me fo r he 

c an alway s be found at the table • 

.ANECIX)TES 

Many of the ori ginal s of the unit will recall the 

difficulty they experienced in stor i ng t he e quipment in t he 

five car s allo t ted them for the move fro m Ha vre to Boulogne , 

and what P2ppened when they a ppropriated a sixt h ca r for 

their kits . In compiling th i s st or y t he write r has me t with 

muc h the same difficulty . The re are a numbe r of anecdot es , 

etc., relating t o the unit, an d possibly of s uff icient 

i nteres t to membe rs t o be included he rein, tha t do not s eem 

to fit in under the allotted headings . '.t hough reco gni zing 

t hat t hes e a re but loos e ends, and somewhat surplus t o 

establishment, a sect i on i s , wit h hesitation , appro priated 
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for their• benefit, and the y are offered t o the r ead ers for 

what th ey may be worth. 

Staff-Sergeant Dext er was in charge of p itching a 

marquee on Salisbury Plain. rn here " , he asked , " is the 

main guy?" 

An dy Le i per p oin ted to the Colonel ' s tent. "In 

there, n he replied. 

Colonel Ford was always a stic~er for proper 

reg imental dre ss . The men, however, ha d a great preference 

for the laxge "_maple leaf" cap badge , and only his watchful 

eye kept the less consp icuous Canadian Medical Co:cps "snake" 

bad ge in its place. As soon as Colonel Ford l e ft the unit, 

the ir sna ke 11 badge began t o come down and the "ma ple leaf" 

bad ges to take their pl ace. This l ed t o rathex a humorous 

sequel. On August 1 2 , 1916, St aff Sergeant Dexter vi si ted 

A b eel e , and saw Colonel Fo rd. '.l'he Col one l calle d Dexter, 

always a neat dre sser, into h i s of f ice and introduced him 

to his staff s er geant. Evidently hi s staff s er geant had 

the s ame ideas about the nsnake" badge a s members of the 

F i r st Canad ian C. C. S ., for Colonel Ford f ollowed up his 

introduction with: 11 Now" , he said t o his staff Sergeant, 

nI want to show you how a staff sergean t of the irst 

Cana dian Casualty Clearing Station dresses . You se e, he 

wears his str :i.pe 0 ' , crowns , and cr oss es on both arms , mapl e 

leaves on his collar , " Canada " on his shoulder and a " s nake 11 

badge on hi s - \•i'HY VHERE ' S YOUR SNAKE BA DGE GONE? " 

The little commun it y of Mil t o'n , ~ueens Collllty, 

N. s ., s ent man y of her citi zens t o the Great var , incl uding 

Colonel Ford and or p o1•a l Hunt. t or t Gas s ion , on a t our 

of inspection, Colonel .B'ord no tice d that the hospit a l f lags 

were i mproperly hung . ' o Acting S . M. Ty theridge he said : 

"That ' s a p re tty .JIBY t o hang f la gs . I t l ooks like t he work . 

of a n u p-country man . f ho d id i t ?" 

"Cor poral Hunt, si r. " 
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" Noisy" McGill had a tendency t o make apparently 

innocent comments t hat were capable of being otherwise con

strued. On ay 14, 1917, Ma j or Dicks on sent t o a Cana d i an 

Fore s try Co rps uni t f ot some lumber (not through official 

channels). The N. C. o. in c har ge of the lorry brough t back 

word t hat he could ge t all he wanted. Telling McGill about 

it, the :i.lajor said: 11 The • C. said he knew me. 11 

" Oh", commented Noisy, nhe mus t be from Nova 

Scotia, then . If 

The reupon .Ta jor Dickson s hot him a quest ioning 

gl ance, a s much a s to say: 'tYou ------- , d o you mean to 

ins inua te that I ' m un known outside of ova Scot ia?" 

The Sergeant via j or , as n ot as s ub tle as Noisy 

McGill , bu t he scored now a nd then • . He was t ell ing Colonel 

Dickson that a mutual acquaintance of their s was now O. C. 

of a hospital in Hal ifax . 

"Oh", sa i d Colonel Dicks on , 11 I thought he was out herf¥. 1T 

''No " , r epl ied t he Ser geant 1Ia j or , 'the wasn't f it t o 

come out here . He wasn ' t fit f or anythi ng el se , so they made 

him o. • • of a hosp ital . " 

Colonel Dic ks on could be undiplomat ic ally blunt . 

t' No i s y" McGill ha d but r ec.e ntly been app ointed <1,uar t er mast er, 

and his success or was busy pic king out l ett ers on one of t he 

typewriters . Colonel Dickson wa s mood ily pac i ng t he or derly 

room f loor when an offi cer of No . 4 Cana d ian C. C. S . dr oppe d iI.l.. 

"I s ee, " said t he n ew ar rival, 11 that y ou have two 

typ ewrit ers. Hav e you t wo s t enog r aphers ?" 

" No, 11 said olonel icks on, explos ively , " I ha ven ' t 

any • , t 

Cap t a i n Bruce ·Kelly was more diplomatic than Colonel 

Dicks on . Chaplain Lambert pe r s uaded t he Captain to a s s i st him 

i n cens oring , an d woul d turn over t o him a ge erous s hare of 

the ma il. Wher eup on Captain "elly would cen s or a few , and de 

p os i t t he uncensor€ d one s in the mai l box again , from whic h 

r ec ep t acle they would a gain be pl a ced in Uhaplain Lamb ert 1 s 

hands ; 
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It mus t n ot be ga t hered from t he abo ve t hat 

Cap t ain Kelly was n ot cons cient ious in hi s censoring . A 

s t ory i s t ol d t hat i l l ustrates h ow car e ful ly he r ega r ded the 

u s e of his name in th i s connection. .1. he s t or y L t old of 

one of the unit membe r s appr oa c h i ng captain Ke l ly with a 

par c el fo:c 11 frank i ng '' , and aski ng i f he wished to s e e what 

was in° i de of it . 

".t o" , said the Cap ta in, 11 I don ' t rant to see wha t' s 

i nside o f it , and I don ' t vrnnt to t ake the re sp ons i b ility 

of s i gn i ng my name to i t wit h out s ee i ng what' s ins ide of it; 

so I 'll just s i gn Cap t a i n Kirkl a nd ' s name t o it . " 

The R . c . Pa dr e , Chapla in Bra dl ey , though he co ul d 

n e ve r re me mber his ba t man I s name , nor what he looke d like , 

n e ver for g ot h i s du t i es . He was ext r e mely c onsc i ent ious 

about the m. On Febr u ary 23 , 191 8 , he rushe d i nt o the or derl y 

r oom , very muc h p e rt ur bed, a nd asked for t he r elig ion of the 

chap who had ju st d ied . •ryou know11 , he s aid " i t woul d b e an 

awful t h i ng if an R. C. d ie d , a nd I wa s n ot no t i fi ed . " 

The ord er l y r oo m cle rk lo oked a t t he r ecords . ''He 

wa s a C. of E . '~ s a i d the clerk. 

" God b e p r a i s ed " , sa i d the Chapl a in , f e :r ven t l y . 

There a re doub t l e s s a good many member s who will 

quickly rec all Cap t a i n Connolly ' s " Hello, hello, hello " , a s 

his greeti ng or exc l ama tio n of bUrpr is e. The f ir s t "Hello" 

was long dr awn ou t , the s ec ond was no rmal, while t he t hird 

wa s ut tered in doub l e quic k t i me • .B t Oos t hoe k at l eas t ha l f 

of t he un it ha d ad opted i t. It final ly g ot t he Cap t ain ' s 

g oa t . One day he ente r ed the rec e iving room to he a.:; hi s 

f amous "Hello , he llo, hel lo 11 • Angrily he t ook the guilty 

group t o task . He threat ene d to a:r re s t the next man he hear d 

using t ha t exp res s ion , and gla r ed at them to make s ure his 

wo:rd s would make a n impres sion . l n on thi s t ablea u walked 

Pr i vate 1-dc hae l Ic.A voy , t h e Captain ' s best i mi tat or , with 
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"Hello, hello, hello" . Captain Connolly s tood speec hless . 

F inally he shook his he ad , mad e a gest ure of s urrender with 

his hands, and wa lked out . 

While the unit wa s clos ed down at Aubigny awai ting 

a move , a detail was sent to No. 42 C. C. s . Membe rs of this 

detail brought back a good story about Ve zina , a somewha t 

excitable member of t he unit. '11 he 0 . C. of No . 42 C. C. S . 

was of a somewha t similar na ture . Mak i ng hi s roru1ds one night 

he c a me upon Vezina an d asked , " What ' s your na me ? What' s your 

n a me? v hat ' s your name? 11 

11 Vezina , Vezina, Vezina 0 , re plied the e xcitable 

JJ' ren c h Cana dian. 

'I'he c l os est the o. c. c oul d come t o it was "Buzz off , 

Buzz off, Buzz off" , a mi sunder s t anding t li-.at was clear·ed up 

when he sent an {. C. o. around to t ake his name~ 

Many of t he per s onnel will re member " ' h izbang ' s " t wo 

class ic fi ght s wit h ' Ma rt in Ha rvey" Vay f or the c 11::l mp ionsh i p 

of the un it, especially the s econd , fough t i n a ring bounded 

on three s i des by the conv entional r.ope s an d on the fourth by 

the : iver Clarence. One of the later ·reinforcements , he ha d 

the mental development of a ch ild. In sp ite of his do i ng a 

man ' s work, a s cook' s hel per, one wonder s how he ever was 

pe rm i tted to enl i s t. His br ie f s ervice as a hos pita l orderly 

r e sulted in t he f ollowi ng sto ry. ·/hen a doc tor be gan t aking 

a patient ' s pul s e , vihizbang proceeded to t he o t her s ide of 

the b ed, took the pa t ient' s othet hand , coun ted, and announced 

t he r e " ul t s : 

"It ' s for.;ty -five on this s ide, sir . " 

The vene er of c ivili zat ion i s t hin. Scratc h a 

humanitarian and one is apt t o f ind a primeval savage . On the 

af ternoon of September 26th , 1916, a Ger man ob s ervat ion ball oon 

drifted into view from the d i :r'ection of .A rmentieres, travelling 

in tli£ g eneral di r ect ion of Kemmel. Thoug h it appe a red t o b e 

gr a dually sinking l ower, a change of wind threatened to car r y 

it ove 1• the German lines again, s o the anti-aircraft opened up 
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on it. Later an aeroplane appeared on the scene and began 

to circle it, and the rat - tat-tat of its ma chine gun was heard. 

Shortly, f rom it s no s e, which was high in th e ai r, one observed 

a s mall column of flame which quic kly rose higher, and worked 

about hal fway down the balloon in qu i c k t i me . ihen ther e was 

a s udden l arge burst of f lame , and a moment later nothing but 

smoke . 

,r No i s y 11 1IcGill was watching thi s s pect acle through 

his f ield gl as~es . On the end of the broken cab le was an 

object that Noisy be l i eved to be a man . I t looked a s i f one 

of the occupants ha d slid down the c able as off e r ing , vhen the 

crash c ame, the better chance of e scape. There is no point 

in th i s s tory unless the reader can vis ualize the s udd en change 

in "Noisy ' s" vo i ce • .l:!'ro m a chord r ich in human sympa thy it 

jumped to that of a blood- thirsty s avage . 

nPoor f ellow" , sa i d Nois y. npoor fel lo v. I ' D LIKE 

TO SEE 'A SHELL STR IKE RI GHT I N THE CENTRE OF THA T BALLOON. n 

Jim Rowell was responsible f or rather a dramatic 

moment . Papkee , in charge of the steward ' s stores , had his head 

beneath the counter, rummaging amongs t some boxes , when Sister 

-----, one of the primmest of the s is t er s , entered , app1•oached 

the counter and awaited his appearanc e . bt that pra t icula r 

moment, Jim Rowell, wi shi ng t o inform Papke e that the 11 news

girl n ha d arrived, shout ed down the s teps : "Papkee , your 

sweet hear t' s wa iting f or you . " 

Papkee popped up f rom behind the counter to f ind 

himsel f f ace t o f ac e with Sister ----- . 

Ni ght duty men alway s seemed open to that same sus pic

ion that i s frequentl y ass ociated with night watchmen , that i s , 

that they s eize every opportuni ty of snea king of f f or a nap. 

The foll owing story tend s t o show that th i s s uspicion may be 

well justified . The unit ha d s en t a deta il of me n to reinforce 

the Hort h Mi dl an d C. C. S., loc at ed in the unit' s old s i te at t he 

Asylum, Bai lleul, in anticipation of the expect ed activity at 

the blowi ng up of Hill 60 . .uur i ng the f i ghting t hat f ollowed, 

a r ush of casual ties made it ne ce ssar y f or the C. C. s . t o re -
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inf orce its night s t aff . A north Midland sergeant s tuc k 

h i s head in one of the huts. woke up the s le epers. and 

shouted: ".All day men t ur n out. " Out of the darkness c ame 

El very sleepy and pathet ic voic e : 11 Do you want t he n i gh t men 

to turn out too . s ergeant?" 



CHA PTER XIII 

VERSE OF AR VINTAGE 

' N ORDERLY ' S LAMENT 

(Sgt . 11 Art 11 Val ton took g rea t pleasure in reading this 
to the nur s i ng sist ers , at Fort Gas s ion . They plac ed 
the bla me of authorship on Tre f ry, an d promised revenge. ) 

'lhile s itting in the mess one day , 

My t houghts went vv ander ing far astray , 

Ti ll s udd enly I heard one s ay 

Of sundry threats 

Again°t the pri vates in the ward 

\/ho' s lef t be hind their native s od 

To f ind t hems elves at beck or nod 

Of su ffrage t te s . 

1i'o t his I turne d my th ought s a while , 

' Range d all c ompl aints i n double file 

~nd, f inding that they reached a mile , 

Began t o quake . 

Said I : " I f s ue h a thing can be, 

Thes e men mus t live in tyranriy ; 

It ' s up to one to set them f ree; 

So now awake. " 

But , calling f i ts t one s lave asid e 

By dint of question i ng I t ri ed 

To prove tha t rumor f alsely l ied . 

And did I fai l'? 

In wor as that horrified my ear s 

And moved my eyes to s hed their tears, 

The s ad dest s to r y heard in years , 

I got th is tal e • 
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11 '.l.'was months a go when f irst thi s strife 

Took me fro m home an d vould-be wi f e 

Tha t I mi ght give my worthy life 

' Gainst t y r anny . 

' nd that I mi ght alleviate 

The pain in some poor f r ac t ured pate , 

I tagge d t his to my appelate , 

TheC . H. P . 

And thought that I mi ght stop the p~ in 

Of wounded men a mi ds t the s l a in , 

And then come mar c hing home aga i n 

With a V. C. 

But when at l as t we s truc k old Fr ance , 

Scar ce ~~ d we time to gi ve a gl ance , 

There j oined us s kirts instead of pants , 

nd t here we be • 

Jus t umpteen mile s fro, t hat old line , 

v·here shot , and s hell and steel entwi ne , 

We ' re growi ng berries on a vine 

For summer us e . 

Ins tead of getti ng prai se and bars , 

And bandag i ng f re s h wounds and s cars , 

Wi th desperate rides on motor c ars, 

Vfo get ab us e • 

We ne ve r tend t he wounds or sores , 

Bu t down we go and s crub the f loor s , 

And sweep the ya r d , an d ot her chores , 

At nurs e ' s c all . 

She st ands and order s us around 

From ser geants up to se r geants down , 

nd t ell s us how to ba t he poor Brown 

Wit h alcohol. 
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e make the bed s her ver y way 

The n knee l by every cot and pray 

She will not change three t i :ne s a day 

The pillow sl i ps , 

Or order 0 hirt s and s uits of clo thes , 

Pajamas , boots , rags for his nose 

Yor every time a patient goes 

Or cl othi ng ri ps . 

I stopped his tale; I coul d not bea11 

' To hear such s ufferings in i re; 

So , we i ght ed down with heaps of c are 

And many fr e t s , 

Off by mysel f I went to muse, 

To find a way , a means , a rus e , 

To rid the s e men of such abuse 

By s uffragett es . 

And after giving lot s of thought , 

Decid ed that t hey can ' t be s hot , 

Or hung , or left to starve or rot , 

But just c onclud ed; 

'r h.a t Tyther i dge - he must take the job 

Of tumbl i rg t hem f rom of f their nob , 

Or pay us a ll jus t fifty bob , 

, ys elf included . 
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TRID, ' S C4 P ITULA T I ON 
OR 

NURS i l\"IQ- S I S 'l'ER ' S REVENGE 

(As related by Trefry, himself) 

One morn , awa keni ng in the mess , 

I s tarte d up ful l speed to dre ss 

But, noticing a b i g distress , 

Lay down again . 

I ' m sick , I thought , I' m going to die; 

I vvonder i f my nurse will cry 

{hen tha t old wagon carts me by 

And she r emain. 

So down I went and t here I stayed , 

lone , unloved, and all di s may ed ; 

While constantly thi s prayer I prayed ; 

:May all no.i s e ceas e. 

But tho s e damned sergeant 0 only bored; 
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They t alked, they stamped , they loudly ro ared ; 

Till finally I got a ward 

To rest in peace . 

Scarce ha d I real l y s ettl ed there 

I c ame beneath the docto r ' s ca re; 

To h i m I l ai d my sympt oms ba re 

v1 hile he t ook note . 

e added to my ot her il l s 

By doping me with phys ic pills -

Thi s f ollowed by t wo b randy gil l s 

Ri ght down my throat . 

Now when thi v brandy re ached below 

I t st ar ted one b i g over f l ow 

And everyt hi ng be gan t o go 

Right up the spout . 

Dr ink never acted t hus before 

At Taplow, Havre , or othe r s hore; 

I thought I' d t urn, if I s tr a ined more, 

Just insid e out . 



This work was hard; it ad e me hot; 

I knew thos e pills were only rot; 

I should have t ried and nobly fought 

Against t he dose . 

Now I did burn i ns tea d of fr ee ze; 

_ F'or taki ng medicines like these 

My . te mperature just ten degrees 

Right t hen a ros e. 

I lay awake near all the night 

Considering my wretc hed plig ht 

And asked mys elf just what clear right 

The doc tor had 

To keep me busy on the road 

Fr om my dear cot to the c ommode, 

Or furni sh Watney with a l oad, 

I felt so bad . 

And ever y t rip that Watney made 

He c ame be s ide my cot and s t ayed , 

And said to me, "Be not dismayed; 

You' re coming 'round." 

And I ass ure you I will hate 

If you but doubt t his what I s tate, 

Tha t through t he n i ght I los t i n weight 

Just fi fty pounds . 

Near eight o'clock the nur s e came round 

nd asked if I was safe and s ound, 

nd , saying this, I turned around: 

11 I ' m fee 1 ing bad • " 

Said she, 11 rvhat can I do f or you, 

To cheer you up - you':re feeling blue. 11 

Said I, "Just peac e and that will do 

And make me gl ad. 11 
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I did not mean to cross h er path; 

So why she t urned on me hex wr ath 

By ask i ng me t o take a bath, 

I do no t know . 

But when I sa i d , " No bath for me . " 

She was no t ple a sed, that I could se e; 

So then I thought I mu s t agre e 

'1.'o her next blow. 

Now point i ng t o my hands s o black, 

Once more s he put me on the rack , 

Till final l y s he was hed my back, 

1 nd ha nds and f ace, 

My a 1•ms , my head, my chest, my f eet, 

And changed pa jams and white new sheet, 

£nd then she c alled in Do c t or Pea t 

To view my case. 

He asked how I wa s getting on; 

I sa i d my fever was a ll gone, 

I rould be ou t to morrow morn -

''lhen nurse cut in: 

Politely sa i d t o close my face ; 

I was a patient in disgrac e; 

That I -should never leave this plac e 

·or my gr eat s in. 

She told me that the piece I wrote 

Of suff ragettes ha d got her goat; 

Told me t o take a s pecial not e 

Of this one f act : 

I must r ec all that cruel word, 

i 'he "suffragettes " they had endured; 

She to ld me I woul d ne'er be cured 

Les t I ret.ra e; t. 
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And after that there came to me 

Of visitors, just fifty-three, 

All say ing that t hey ~•, ished to s ee 

If I had rest . 

And all t h is t i me there se emed to be 

vacuum i ns ide of me 

Resulting from tha t last night ' s spre e 

That I've s o blest . 

No w s uddenly to my surpris e 

Nur s e brought me eats of ever y size , 

All s erved just "A la Howardis e"; 

And were they nice? 

To me they seemed like p ies and cakes 

'.L'hat angels' hands ha d he l ped to bake , 

But, gee , they made my stomach ache, 

nd pay the price . 

But now, to cut my story s hort , 

She' s won the fight that she has fought ; 

I retract all - yes - every jot 

Lest I grow wo rs e ; 

The symptoms in my ac hing he ad , 

The f eeling in my heart has l ed 

Me to conclude that I a m dead 

In love with nurse. 

' S so on a s I t ook back that wo rd, 

No furtb..er troubles I endured; 

In fact , I got co mpl etely cured 

And then kicked out . 

So now I know t hey pa y their deb ts 

I 'l l tell you this , just place your bets 

That I ' 11 not c all t hem nsuffrage ttes n 

Nor get t heir goat. 
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'.11REF ' S WILL , l,PR IL 21 , 191 5 

Comrad es , the.re comes a day in all men ' s l i ve s , 

1hen one knows he is s oon to peter out; 

nd , though a ga inst t ha t day he a l ways st r i ves , 

Sooner or later it will come ab out. 

How, as I lie upon this cot of pain , 

'eeding on ham to ke ep my fe ver down , 

I know that I s hall ne' er be well again : 

So to Art Walt on I ' 11 lea ve half a c rown. 

' Tis hard f or one a s young as me to die, 

To peter out s o far away from home; 

And wh en I think how po or Glace Bay wi ll ciy, 

And what old .A be wil l put into hi s poem, 

I t makes me sad to l e ave hi m here b ehind, 

And that I migh t repl ace his l oss of me , 

And gi ve to his bonehead a bette r ind , 

I wi ll to hi m my c lot hes and ie-a - ree . 

And thinking of the st ruggle t hat I had 

To pay the wor ld the bit t e r debt I owed, 

I now am s ic k at heart and f eeling s ad , 

For I ha ve struggled long beneath it s load ; 

And almost overcome it , i nd eed I thought 

That I was out of debt, fo r quite a while , 

But s i c knes 2 recal l s what oft in heal t h ' s forgo t, 

nd s o I l eave to Cha rl es a pleasant smile. 
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Al as , that I muet lie in foreign so il -

Cruel thought - this vision come s so clear t o me: 

Of Br own - how he will have to dig an d toil; 

And s o I ask that they will cr emate me . 

There' s J ohn, and Brown, and Art to bos s the job, 

'.l.1 0 see that I am wa rm when I am dead ; 

And that f rom Brown no ple as ur e I woul d rob , 

I le a ve to hi m alone my lousy bed. 

And a s I always used to s leep wi t h rt, 

1l nd al way s l:i...ad him close up to my s i de , 

I think that when at last I do depart , 

I 'll leave the rest to one s o true and tri ed. 

And when he ent er s b out s of s kill and f ame, 

I 'll make hi s judgment s wi ft , and keen, and sure, 

And when he c ome s to try the broa d- jump ga me, 

He ' 11 leap much f ur t he t than he did befo re. 



UP '.&10R OFF ICE 

( Sgt . Major Hobart was rather peeved when 
he f ound this post ed i n the Ser geant ' s: Mess) 

When thr ic e the moon hath mad e it s t urn 

Ar ound this litt l e earth of ours , 

'.L'he Se rgeant Ma j or , s tiff and ster n , 

Holds consultation with t he power s ; 

And , when he f rom the inner room , 

Emer ges fa s t wi th da rkened mein , 

Know all ye me n he 1 2 on hi s ay 

To s pill t hre e months of pent up spleen . 

Fou r times a year you all must s teer 

Up on a stra i ght a nd narr ow pa th; 

'l'he storm will break when all seems clear 

nd on your hea d will fall his wr at h. 

Be wise , oh men , for once aga in 

He ' s goi ng nto run 11 you all in style ; 

You 'll be f or off ic e sharp at ten, 

If you should do as muc h as smile . 

For , , when three months of blissful peace 

Ha ve pas s ed , he wakens from his dreams 

To f i nd , al a s , amongst his men , 

Di sc i pline smashe d to smithereens . 

But take a t i p from one who knows , 

And f or a week behave f ir st cl ass , 

Then after tha t do as you pleas e; 

'i'ha t regimental fi t wi ll pass . 

For gr adually you al ways see 

The men s l i p bac k to evil ways , 

And th i ngB go on as nice and f ree 

As e ' e r they did before thos e days . 

The Ser geant Ma j or ' s eyel ids droop, 

And gr ad ually he s t a r ts to doze, 

To sleep f or t hree full months again ; 

nd , while he ' s s leeping , let thi s clos e . 
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GU.ARD REPORT 
JUNE l ST ,1916 

'.l' o Sgt . 1Iaj o:r Robart: 

Las t night I had the honour 

To be the N. C. 0 . 

c:r..arged to defend this unit 

Fr om al l and every foe; 

And proud was I in my c ommand , 

My heart with pride aglow, 

BS I ga zed up on my mi ghty five , 

Told off f or sent r y go • 

.A t 6 p . m., T. Phi l lips, he 

I pla-c ed out by t he ga te , 

11 ith orders to yt:ru t up and down , 

And do the t hing i n state , 

And hold the Ser geant · a jor , too, 

If he should s t.roll in late , 

And I would s e e he was rel i eved 

At t hirty aft er eight • 

.A t half past eight I s ought i,ionte it h , 

And fou nd him with a light 

That s eemed s omehow to go all wrong , 

Jus t when it s hould go right . 

He gues sed it s till woul d take some time , 

And maybe hal f the n i ght . 

So Devonpo:rt now vol unt eered 

To help h im in his plight . 
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1\/ith Devenport I went along , 

~nd Tub ' s rep ort I took . 

He said he thought ther e was a war, 

The way the windows s hook ; 

.And sa id the men when coming in 

,:;11 walked wi thout a cro ok , 

Though jus t as far as he could s ee, 

None wor e a thirsty look . 

I then relieved him of his job 

nd posted Devenpor t , 

'l'hen down I wen t t o our mess 

To feed on so mething hot ; 

There was a dozen things to eat -

I sa t and ate t he lot , 

'.!.'hen got my pencil out t o work 

And wr ote up this re port. 

Now what will come ' t wixt now aha s i x , 

I ' m sure I do not know; 

For I am go ing off to bed -

And just before I go -

I ' d l ike to tell you th i s one fact : 

I do not wis h t o bl ow, 

But the peac eful s leep you had l as t night 

I s due to your • C • 0 . 
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16 8 . 

A DRIVER DECLAIMS 

I know there a re people before me tonight 

Who think they work hard , and perhaps they are r i g2 t ; 

I know the crime she ets suc h a number atta in 

'l'hat i t' s queer they do no t drive someone insane. 

But even at t hat it ' s a s pl ain as c an be 

There ' s not a guy here who ha s g ot it on me . 

Chorus: 

I do all the f a tigues there is to be done, 

1:1 nd a lot t h ere i sn ' t to do , 

For I did the cant een thr e e francs and a :b.Bl f 

And the newsboy demi - "cat '' s ou . 

I ' m al ways working overtime, 

Doing my b it to win thi s war -

And when there ' s nothing el s e to do , 

I do C. B., and t hen - enc ore. 

One even i ng they put me on guard at t he gat e 

With orders to stop al l t hose comi ng in l ate, 

But I was so tired I s car cely could creep , 

And so, on the pa vement , I s oon was asleep . 

I s lept until someone with boot s pave d with le ad 

Pl anked one of his t en s ri ght s quare on my head . 

I looked a t my watch a s I woke wit h the shock , 

And , would you believe it was true ? 

I had s tayed t here on guard ' til past f our o ' clock , 

When I could have c ome off at t wo. 



Last 

Got 

~li nd 

And 

So I 

Came 
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week a poor ~'ommy jus t t wo miles f rom here 

s tuffed up with biscuits , b ully beef and s ome beer, 

then he got sick of i t all, so t hey say , 

they ordered my car to cart him away . 

go t hi r aboard, took the traffic route code , 

back - but po or Tommy st a rved to death on the roa d . 

Oh they've all got me working at some s ort of a job, 

But this t r a f fic route g ives me a pain; 

I f they change it much more , I am positive sa re , 

I ' ll be chauffeuring s omewhere in Spain. 

A short time ago I went s ick wit h the flu . 

That doctor down there sa id "The work cure f or you . 

'I' onight you '11 be nursing a man who is ill , 

e nd every half hour yo u mus t g ive him a pill . " 

So every hal f hour all through the long night, 

I pried ope n his mouth and shove d one out of s ight. 

It was awful hard work, but at last morning came , 

When the doc tor brought him some wine. 

"Why, your patient i s de ad . I! "Oh , yes s ir " , I said , 

"He died in the evening at half past nine . " 



CHAPTER XIV 

AUB IGNY 

170 . 

Aub i gny lay n ine mil es behind Arras , and just off 

the main .A r r as - St . Pol road . It was a medium-sized vill~ge, 

boasting a p i ct uresque chur c h , several good store s , a brewe ry 

and a fair share of estamine ts . It was a ra i lhe ad of consider 

abl e i mportance , and made a good locat i on f or Casualty Clear i ng 

Stations serving a front f rom Vimy idge to s out h of ,Hi<as . 

'l'wo :S r i tish stations , Nos . 30 and 42 , were already located in 

the village. 

The s it e selected fo r the unit was an open field on 

the I1 ont St . El o i - Aub igny road . he ground s s loped away to 

the railway s t ation, and overlooke d the vill age of 1,ubi gny . 

'l' he No . 9 jrisoners of War Company was ai re aoy established in 

a hutted encampment as a next door neighbour . 

The ad v ance pa rt y r eache d the s ite a t 4 . 30 p . m. on 

1.Iaich 4th, unloaded their 21 lorries , ano. put up for the night 

at No . 30 C. C. S . The main party arriv ed late the same n i ght , 

le f t t heir convoy parke d on the outs kirt s of the village , and 

were a l s o given quarters by No . 30 C . c. s . 

fter breakfa sting a t thi s station, the men proc ee ded 

to the f ield . '.!.'here \JaS two i nches of snow on the ground , and 

it was stil l snowi ng . The men s et t o work pitc hing tent s . 

'l'he s econd c onvoy of loxries, owi ng to t he snow- fall , had 

difficulty in ove1•coming the steep g r a de le ading t o the site , 

and it was some t Lne bef oxe these lorxies could be g ot t en int o 

posi t ion for unload ing . Snow continued to fall until 9 a . m., 

whe n th e sun came out and the f i eld r apidly became muddy . By. 

noon 8 marquees, 9 hub e:rts and a dozen c ircula r tents were up , 

and most of the lorries unloaded . .1-.1.r te r a d inn er of bully , 

potatoes , br ead and tea , wor k was r esume d . ~,iore t ents were 
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pitched , the unloadi ng completed , and the mat er i al sor ted . 

A marquee t ent wa s pl a ced at t he dis posal of each department 

for its pe r i shable equipment , and by 5 p . m. t he uni t was 

comfort ab l y s itua ted. Work was cont inu ed afte r s uppe r, unt il 

al l peris hab l e s uppli es and equipme~l t was unde:r c over . By . 

no on of the 6th every t h i ng v.J as stored , and f or a few days the 

per sonnel had l ittle to do bu t make thems elve s c omfo r table . 

Charlie Holden , as u sual , had se en to the c omfort 

of the s er geant s . On t he 5th he had a ma r quee ft t t ed up as 

a mess , and e q_uippe d wi th a piano , gr amophone , a t abl e with 

cloth and eat i ng utens ils , and one end 0 c reened off for a 

kitchen . On the 6th a stove wa s i nstalled , and on the ? th a 

door was manufa ctured and substituted fo r the usual flap 

openi ng . This innova tion almost pr oved disastrous . I t 

aroused the jeal ousy of t he off ic ers , and the ire of the quar t~ 

mast er . 'l'he l atter bawled out the ser geant s for us i ng l umbe r 

without permis s ion , and announced he was goin6 t o ha ve a 

do or for the of f icer s ' mes s , if he ha d t o t ake theirs . ;1he 

ser geants s aved t he s i t uat ion by turning to , and equippi ng the 

off icers ' mess tent with a s i mila r devic e. 

On t he morning of t he 9t h the D. M. s . called and 

approved t h e plans f or the s tation . On the 10th the lorries 

be gan bringing in material f or the Ni s sen huts , and on the 

12th a pa rty of R . E. ' s ass iste d by me n of t he unit , began 

erecting them . 

Material for a lor ry stand was also ass embled , but 

t he as sembling was carried out under cover of darkness . A 

fa ti gue pat ty vis i ted t he railhe ~1 d , and brought ba ck ,i t h t hem 

eig hteen new s l eepe r s and a dozen s econd - hand one s . Unfortun

atel y , they ,vere missed . 1 b ou t daybr eak the goo d ones were 

retri ved by a worried employee of the yar ds . Having thus 

guarded hi ms el f against s er i ous loss , he left the sec ond -

hand ones f or evid ence. Later in the day a rather impos i ng 

deput ation of f renchmen wa ited on Colonel Young , who , as s oon 

as he lea rned the i r errand , excused hims el f and failed to 
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return. Ma jor Die kson was cor'nered. He assured them that a 

terrible mistake had been made , and very d i plomat ically 

restored the entente co:rdiale, as well as t h e sle eper s . 

On March l7th, No . 24 C. C. s . moved in on the ri ght, 

and began ~etting up a tented station for walking cases only -

a good s i gn that l arge casualtie s were expected. 

On March 18th, Colonel Young p roceeded t o England 

on duty. Colonel Young had dealt fairly with the men, and was 

well-liked, but his going was less regretted in that Major 

Dickson was appointed to succeed him. Major Dickson had been 

with the unit f rom its ver y beginning , and he had the faculty 

of mi x i ng wi th the men in a way that won their regard without 

i n any way i mpa iring discipline. It was under his leade r ship 

that the unit wa s to render much of its best service . 

On March 21st, Surgeon General 1 ac Pherson, the 

D. M. S . und er whom the unit s erved in the First Army, vis i ted. 

On approaching he said 11·Well , here' s Dickson, anyway . n He 

recognized Ser geant Major Rob art, en quired by name of all the 

old officers , and said he was glad to see t he unit down here. 

110:rk was progres s i ng st e adily . '.L he tents erected 

during the first two days served only as temporar y s helters 

for pers onnel and equ i pment . As the s tat ion took shape they 

were movetil t o positions in accordan ce wi t h the pl ans . 

De~:pite much ba d weat he r, by the en d of March 31 marquees, 

27 huberts and 9 circular tents had been p i t ched, an orderly

room hut and two cook-houses had been built, while a party 
\ 

of engineer·s , as s isted by the pe:rsonnel, ha d e rected t en 

large b.ospi tal hut s fo r pati ent s and three sma 11 issens f or 

use of the s isters . In add ition , cons idera ble roa dwork had 

been done , shal e walks la i d out , c es s pools dug a nd sani ta:cy 

struct ure 0 erected , while a par ty of R. E . ' s had s unk a forty

foot well to provide water f or the camp . Accommodation f o:r 

1,000 casualties had been provided. 

Fro m the d ay of the un it's arri val i n Aubigny, all 

knew t~~t the station had at l as t been booked fo:r a prominent 

part in a major ac tion . But it was no t until the be ginn ing of 
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pril that the terrain began t o s ee t he with the unusual 

a~tivity tha t announces the imminence of operati ons on a large 

scale. On April 3rd 12 observation b&)lloons could be seen 

from t he st ation , and 27 aeroplanes patrolling the front were 

counted. 'I'anks and large guns were coming in by rail, and the 

traff ic on the .roa ds increased dialy. For several hours on 

the afternoon of the 8th cavalry st.reamed by the station and 

on two parallel roads , bivouacking f or the night in the open 

field s beyond . As usual the t roops were c onf'ident . '.i'wo 

Canadi~n officers, on a visit to the orderly room, as sured 

the staff t hat, before t he s ummer wa s over, the station would 

be moving on a G. S. wagon, and advancing so fast i t would 

have to be fed by aeroplanes . 

The station was opened on the mor n i ng of April 3rd 

to receive patients for pe ri ods of 24 hour s in 1•otation with 

Nos . 30 and 42 C. C. S . ' "' • On the 6th, however, it was 

arranged t hat the unit would handle st re tcher and sitting 

(not walking ) cases from the First r my. '.Phis meant that 

mostly Canadia n casual ties would oe r..andled. 

· reps .rat ions for handling 1 arge numbers were 

continued during Apri l. Between t he 4t h · and the 8th, 5 

offi ce.rs, 1 sister , and 22 other .r anks of the medical s erv i ces, 

and 31 men of the 18th I~fantry Labour Company we.re attached 

for temporary dut y. 
I 

The morning of the 9th fo und the staff prepared f or 

heavy casualties. Four s ur gical te a ms (a team compris ed a 

surgeon, an anaesthetist , a nursing sist er and a specially 

trained orderly) had been organized, and sh i f ts wexe arranged 

so that each team would ha ve 16 hou.rs on duty and 8 off. 

· hree officer s were det a ile d to t he l y i ng dre s ~ing room f or 

similar t ours of duty, and the .remaining office.rs detailed to 

other duties. 

The Battle of Ar r as was plaru1ed as the major Britis h 

off ens ive f or the f irst hal f of 1917, and was conceived as a 

subsidiary mov ement to the ma in 1re1,c h attack on the .Aisne. 

I t wa s difficult t erritory i n wh i ch to ac hieve a strategic 
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s ucces e , but it was hoped, if except ional pr ogre s s c ould be 

ma de d Qr i ng the f irst few days , the enemy would be f or c ed t o 

fall back f1•om their partially c ompleted Drocour t-Q.ueant 

Line , lea ving the way open to the capture of the i mp ortant 

centres , Douai and Camb r ai . 

The ori g i nal front of at t ack wa s slight ly over 12 

mile s i n lengt h , f rom Giv emhy- en - Gohelle in t he north to a 

point j ust sho rt of Croisille s on the south . 'he artillery 

prepara tion began in th e third week of Aa rc h , but on April 

4 th it d eve lope d i nto a s tea dy bombardment las t ing until 

Sunday , pril 8th, when t he Briti sh guns to ok a brie f resp ite 

from t hei r labour s . ·ac i ng Vi my Ridge lay the Canad ian 

Corps with t he British 13t h Brigade . The 17th Corps held 

the fr ont be tween the Canadians and the Sc a r pe, the 6th 

Corps opp os it e Ar r as , and s outh of that wa s the 7th Corps . 

'l1he attack was l aunched at 5 . 30 on the morning of 

the 9th , an d wa s ace omapnied by an outburs t of gunfi re ne ver 

before equalled. ':Phe initial a tt ack , with one or t wo 

exc ept ions , wa s quic klY s uccessful . .By the 11th the t ro ops 

were halfway to the Drocourt- ueant l ine . But here t he 

i nfant r y were f orced to hold up fu rther efforts un t il such 

time as the guns c ould be b r ought up in support. On the 

1 2th the position wa s improved on b oth flanks . :Iihe Canadians, 

in the north , by capturing t wo small hills , f orc ed the ene my 

t o a consid era bl e r et i r ement tow a r d Lens . This was ab out t he 

close of t he first phase of t he Battle of Arras . 

Earl y on the morning of t he 9th the unit wa s 

advised that the attack ha d be en l a unched . Shortly after 10 

a . m., Si r Anthony Bowlby, Consulti ng Surgeon, cal l ed and 

advi s ed tha t Vimy id ge ha d been taken wit h s ur prisingly small 

loss es . 'l o t he uni t it s eemed tha t c a s ual ties ·were ver y slow 

in arriving, and the f irs t ambulance did not reac h the s t a t i on 

un til 11 . 45 a . m. So on , howe ve r , i t bec ame cl ear that the 

Canadians were, for t he t i me being at 1 east , eva c ua ting thei r 

c a sualtie s thr ough the F i r s t .A r my C. C. S ' s . The afternoon 
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proved that these stations could h andle a ll casualties from 

the Vimy sector. Unfortunately , the medical authorities were 

a little sl ow in r eal izing tha t, while the casual tie s to the 

Canadian Corps had be en light er t han anticipated , t he x e verse 

was t rue of the 17th Corps t o the s outh of them. Cons e quen tly 

the 1st Canadian C. C. s . v a s practically idle d u.ring an 

important mo rning and afternoon. 

Bu t at 6 p . m. the station wa s pla ced a t the d is-

p osit ion of the 'J.'hi.rd _4. r rny , whose c. c . S.' s were extremely 

busy. Convoys of woun de d , mos tly f r om the 1 7t h o.r ps, began 

to arr ive , and by midnight 2 72 s t retcher cases had come in. 

During the day 6';1 case s had be en evacuat ed , ';I ha d died, s o 

midnight f ound the unit with but 221 casualt ies in the s t a tion. 

Nevertheless, t he uni t f ound t hemselve s f acing a 

situation tha t wa s soon t o t ax t;hem vexy heavily. The 

customar y proce dure in handling lar ge number s of casualties 

was f or several stations to receive in rotation a limited 

number oc cases , t hus givin g each st a tion an opportun ity of 

cl eaning up t he i:r a mis s ion and dres s ing rooms, the bot t le

nec k of the s y s tem. This provided space for receiving and 

takin g care of a n ew l ot of patients whe n a stat ion's turn 

for :receiving again arrived . But t he Th i rd b r my stations in 

this a rea were by this t irne so c onges ted t hat they were un

able, f or the time bei ng , to handle further casualties . 

It now be came n eces sar y for t he unit to take in , 

without resp ite, a s teady str eam of wound ed. ·onseque n tly , 

shortly after midnigh t , pat ients were arrivin g f a ster t han 

the dressing room co ul d P.a ndle them. The dressi ng room 

and receivi ng ro om fi lled, and t he line of waiti ng ambulance s 

g r ew larger . It wa s imperative that t he ambulances be 

releas ed, so a large number of c a ses ha d to be unl oad ed ana 

l e ft by t h e roads ide in b it ter weathe r ·un til space could be 

p rovided f or the m. Ma j or Dic lcson concent rated h is eff ort s 

in speeding up the wo rk in the dre 0 s ing 1• oom . Bu t few 

stretcher c ases , hur r iedly a t t end ed to in aid p ost s and 
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dressing stations , can be lightly pa ssed in t he dres sing 

room of a clearing station . Fortunatel y the cases began t o 

come i n a littl e less rap i dl y , and by 2 . 30 a . m. al l were und er 

cover· . : eceiving went s t eadily on. Duri ng the 24 hour·s of 

the 10t h , 1 03 9 c a s es , inc luding 165 Ger man wounded , we re 

admitted, 523 were evacua t ed to bas e, 26 d ied, and 711 c a s e s 

were s till . i n the st at i on a t mi dn i ght . .!. he mortuary f illed. 

l.Iany of the dead were laid out i n the open , bu t they were 

dest i ned t o suffer n o d i s ad van tage , f or the mortuary tent s 

blew down during t he nig ht , a nd by mo:c n i ng all the blanket

wr apped b od ies l a y i n three inche s of snow. 

Early on t he 11th t h e othe r C. c . S . ' shad 

sufficiently r ec overed t o take up the burden , and the un it, 

duri ng t he 11 t h took in but 45 c a ses . However , du.r i ng this 

24 hour s , 534 wer e e vacua ted, 4 were t :rnnsfe r re d , l '/ had d ied, 

so there were b Jjl. t 203 c a ses remaining at midnight, when the 

unit began receiving again . El e ven hoU? s l a ter the quot a 

had be en attained , a nd the receiving was switc hed to the nex t 

stat i on. On t hi s , t he 1 2th , 195 wer e ad mit t ed , 259 s en - to 

base, 21 haa died , leaving 11 6 i n hosp ital a t mi dni g ht . On 

t h e 13 t h the un i t began r ec e i ving at a . m., swit c h i ng off 

again at 5 p . m. On this date 171 c a ses were ad nitted, 135 

eva cua ted t o base , 16 died , leaving 13 6 in the s t a tion a t 

midnight . '.t h i s about concluded t he ac t ivity arising f r om the 

fi1•st pha se of the Battle of :r.:rns . 

During th i s phase of the Bat t le of A:cra s t he whole 

unit wa s call ed up on to pu t in long hours • .i; numb er had not 

undre s sed s ince t he ac ti on s t a rted , and had been ab l e to get 

but t wo to six hour s slee p a day . ~he work on the 10th had 

taxed t he facil i t i e s of the s t ati on to t he utmost . Dur i ng 

30 hour s the un it had :cec ei ved approxi ma tely 1 , 300 cas es , 

the st r etc her cases numberi ng close to 1 , 000 . 

There h..a ci been muc h bad weather during the a c tion -

rain, s now , s leet and wi nd we re f re quently in appearance . As 
; 

a sort of cl ima:._ to t hi s bad weathe r , a hail and wi nd s t or m, 

pn the morning of :the 17 th , blew d own a numb er of the teLts . 

"And to top it all " , s ai d Ma jor Dickson , ''a renchman with 
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The f ir s t phase of the Battle of Arras drew to a 

close on A~ril l 2~h , wit h the resist ance of the ene my stiffen

ing along the whole fro nt . It was due to t he f ai lure of t he 

French to acco mplish their objective in t he i r attack of the 

16th that t he Battle of Ar r as was continued in an effor t to 

distract the enemy . At dawn on the 23rd the Briti s h a t tac ked 

on an eight mile fr ont astride the Sca:rpe , with a s ubs idiary 

action toward Lens . In sp ite of f i erce resistance on the par t 

of the enemy , by the ev~ning of the 25t h the line was adva nced 

along t he whole f ront from one to t wo miles . 

Followi ng the first phase of the Battle of rr as 

the Aub i gny c . C. s . ' s began receivi ng about as many cases from 

one army as the other . On the morning of Apri l l~t h they 

began :receiving on 24 hour tours . 1 ·his seemed to indicate a 

cess ation of activities , but on the 20th , the D. M. S . advis ed 

l a jor Dicks on that anot her 11 show" wa s co rn i ng off ver y shortly . 

The bombardment of the 21st sounded he avy, and troop trains we re 
" moving up the l i ne all day . Many t r oops were moving f orward 

on the Ar r as ro ad . 

By midnight of the 22 - 23rd the bo mbardme nt was 

sever e . The s ky wa s quiveri ng wit h flas hes of light , wh ile at 

times brilliant red r eflecti ons li t up large s ect ions of the 

horizon . At 4 . 45 a . m. t he bombar dment appeared as one 

continuous roar . One large gun nearby caused such a concuss ion 

t hat cans were ja r r ed fr om the sto r e s helve s . 

The 24- hour - tour ended at 9 a . m. on the 23r d when 

the .Aubigny c. C. S . ' s began receiving on an action basis , Nos . 

30 , 42 and 1 Canad ian t o rec eiv e 150 stretcher c as es in 

r otat ion , and No . 24 C. C. S . t o ha ndle all wal ki ng cases . 

The un i t be gan r eceiving at 4.45 p . m., took in 185 cases , and 

switche d of f a t 7 . 45 p . m., began again at 5 . 30 a . m. on the 

24th and switched off at 11 a . m. At 7 p . m. t he uni t ag~i n 

t ook ovex and compl eted the tou~ at 5 a . m. on t he 25th . 
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On the 23rd and 24t h, the active days of this action , the unit 

admitted 536 c a ses , and had 39 deaths . 

On April 28th and 29t h the bat tle was renewed on a 

limited fro n t north of the Scarpe i n whic h some g round wa s 

gained. South of the Scarpe an attack to the north of ~onchy 

advanced t he line . The un it handled 585 case s in t hese t wo daysi . 

On May 3rd an attac k was launc hed on a t welve mile 

front from the cheville-Vimy road in the north to Bul lecourt 

in the s outh . This a tt a c k was a l so designed t o divert the 

en e my ' s attent ion f r om a ~r ench attack impe _di ng on the Aisne . 

'.l' he attack me t with stubb orn r es i star..ce, and , thoug h advances 

were made along the whole f r on t , counter · a ttacks compelled the 

relinqu i s hment of all gains excepting those on the f l anks , 

the Canadian in the north retaining :E' r esnoy , a nd the 

_ustralians in the s out h the Sie gfried s upport line a t Bulle

court . On May 3rd and 4th , the ac t i ve days of t h i s at t ac k , t he 

uni t admitted 564 cas es . 

Fro m t h is time on the Battl e of' Arr a s developed into 

small but s evere local act ions f ro m wh ich the unit received 

it s por t i on of the casualties . On the 9th of May t he unit 

began rece i ving in t ur n wi th 30 , 42 and 24 C. c. S~ ' s , r eceiv ing 

a tot al of 300 case s of all c lasses or 100 stretcher c ases 

before turning over . On May 24 th the fr ont had quiet e d 

siffic iently t o pe1•m i t of a 24-hour rotation. By May 29th the 

Ar r a s front had become s o inactive tha t a ba sebal l di amond 

was lai.d out . 

As e arly as April 2 0th the D. M. S . had h i nte d a t a 

move i n the offing . On the 21 s t, Surgeon General Arthur 

Sloggett, D. G. M. s ., had compliment ed Ma j or Dickson on the 

work of the unit , and said t hat , as O. C. of a Clearing 

Station , he was entitled t o at least the acting ran k of Lt

Col. He a l s o enquir e d a s t o whether he liked moving . 'Vhere

up on Colonel Dickso n ad mitted t ha t he ha d a cer tain amount of 

gypsy blood in hi s veins . 

By May 19th rumour s wer e c ur rent that the s cene of 

action was ab out to shift to the Second Ar my , and on the after 

n oon of the 29th wor d was r eceived t hat the un it would be 



179. 

moving shortly . No more c a ses were a dmitted, and by the 

evening of the 30th all but 8 of t hose in the s tation had been 

dis posed of . The f ollowi ng day saw the station completely 

closed , and by nigh tfall practical l y all canvas was down and 

piled by the roadside . It appeared that t he uni t was booked 

for a site on t he nort hern flank of the Ypres s alient , with 

Pro ven me n tione d . On the even i ng of June 1st a r.essage 

arrived enquiring a s t o whe n the unit would be ready to move 

wi th all e quipme nt excepting huts, to which Colonel Die kson 

re plied t hat he c ould move on the morrow . 

But apparent l y there was so me change of plans , f or 

the unit was destined to stand by the old site f or another 

fortni ght . However, on the morning of June 1 s t, ins t ructions 

were received to sen d' 25 men to Second Ar my for duty , and they 

left at once in cha rge of Sel gean Car mon ?.obart . They were 

detailed to No . 53 c . c. s ., at the old s i t e in the Asylum 

at Ba illeul, where they were actively engaged in the Battle 

of Mess ine s , rejoin!ngL t he unit again on June 20th . 

On t he even i ng of June 3rd , a number of the unit 

wat ched a German aeroplane bei ng s helled . It a pp eared to be 

bomb ing Mont s t . Eloi. At midn i g ht Sister Corrigan received 

a mes s age to the eff ect t ha t he r husband, Ma jor Corrigan, 

H. • 1s t Canadian Division, had be en wounded . The foll9Wi~g 

day it was l ea rned t hat Colonel .b' or d , t he unit's f irst 

co mmanding of ficer, had a l s o been serious l y wounded b · t he 

same bomb, in t he activity witne ssed t he previo us even i ng . 

On Febr~ 9, 1917 , he ha d l eft Canadian Cor 

to t a ke over t he d u t i es of .A s s i s t an t Dir ector of Hedical 

Services of th e 1s t Cana dian Divi s ion . 7hue he came t o 

command t he medical unit e of th e di vi s ion with whic h he 

proceeded to Fr ance . He wa s evacuated t hrough No . 6 Casualty 

Q__~ ring St atiQ.Q.. in Barlin and re ac hed En land s ome we s 

later, d~ t i ned __E..ot t o return a gain f or s ervice at t he f ront . 

On June 4th Janet Macdonald re joined as .l;\Cting 

Ma t :rnn . She had b ut 1· ece ntly l' ece i ved he :i.• dec oration of 

R. R. C. f r om t h e 1'.a nds of Hi s ·Ia j e sty , wh o enquired of her 
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as t o the unit with which she s erved in France. On being 

told, he said •roh , t hey were i n Aire, but ar e now in .A ub i g1iy . 11 

Owi ng to the move, however , all t he s isters left on the 6th 

for temporary duty wi t h No . 2 Canad ian Gener al Hosp ital . 

On June 11th word was rece i ved ,to be prepared fo r a 

move wi th in thr ee days , and further or der s arrived on the 12t h 

with t he dest i nation given in code . On the 13th f otU r a ilway 

t rucks were pl ace d at the di spos a l of the unit and loaded. 

On t he 14th the unit ro s e early, and , a s s isted by a detail 

from 24 C. c . S . a nd one f rom a Labour Company, had ever yt hing 

loaded a t 7 p . m. The personnel had s uppe r a t 30 C. C. S., 

and t he train of 35 cars pulle d out of Aubigny at 9 p . m. 

wi th all t he personnel but 10 ot he 1· ranks . '.i'hes e la t t er were 

proceeding across count r y wi th t he three uni t lorries , und er 

Staff Ser geant Tytheridge, wi th Dunkirk as their des tina t i on. 

Aub i gny saw the unit as a f ront l ine C. C. S. i n 

its f irst maj or action . The part pl ayed by the uni t in this 

action was: i mportant, and the medic al au thorities expr es s.ed 

thems elves as well pleas ed wi t h the work per f ormed . For 

services r ende re d , Col onel i cks on was ment i oned i n despatches , 

and Nurs i :t?-3 Sis ter R. Little was awarded the B. ~ . c ., Second 

Class . 

Duxing t he 59 days the station was i n operat i on , 

7 , 733 cases passed through , a ver y hi gh percent a ge of t hes e 

be i ng s t 1·et c he1.' c l; ses . k'>S the policy was t o evac uate 

cas ua l t i es a 0 quickl y a s possibl e , t he average numbe r of 

pat i ents remaining in hosp i ta l , as shown by the mi dnight 

fi gures, was but 141 . 

Detail ed f i gures of t he casual t ies handled are 

given i n tab ulat ed form: 

SI CK WOUNDED 
Of f icer s Other Officers 

_anks 

Evacuated to Bas e 83 1,966 244 

'.l' r ansferred t o ot her Hospi tals 8 64 1 

eturned to duty 10 ,54 2 

Died 10 26 

101 2 , 094 273 

Ot her 
-- anks 

4 , 894 

13 

33 

325 

5 , 265 
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Some id ea of the amount of work in handling thes e 

c ases may be ga i ned from the record of s ur gical ope:i.' ations 

per formed . Between April <;J t h and May 9th , 1 , 315 ma jor opera

tions were pe rformed in the operat i ng t heatr e on 1 ,119 patients , 

and anothe r 723 less er operations were undertaken in the 

dres sing ro om. 

From the b eginning of the action unt il the station 

shut down , there was little t i me for recreation or s port s . 

Mount St . Eloi with i t s pic t uresque "Ruines des Tours" , was 

the most interesting pl a ce in the neighbourho od . ~he River 

Scarpe , which figure d so lar gely in t he war news , f lowed through 

Aubi gny , but , as a river , a ppea r ed s omewhat uni mpressive . In 

fact Staff Sergeant Dexter and Se r geant Holden t hought so little 

of it that t hey were s ur e they could jump it . Holden demon

strated the fact that he co uld not , and Dec lc ' s ardour cooled . 

But the continued aspersions of Holden , from his i ncongruous 

position in t he stream , finally succeeded in drawing Deck to 

a similar wat e r y admis s ion of pr esumption . Se r geant \ ajor 

Robart r a ther r eluctantly a dmitted that he could not make it 

in a jump , but felt certain tha t he coul d make it i n two . 

On the even i ng of ar c h 17th the sergeant s of the 

un it att ended a whist drive at no . 42 0. C. S. The s e r geants 

of the c . C. s . ' sin Aubigny and those of Headquar te r s had 

been in the hab i t of holding re gular whist driv es during the 

wint er months . b t this particul ar affair the unit repr es ent 

atives suc ceeded in carrying off but one pr i ze , the s ergeant 

ma j or annexing the bo oby 1-1ri ze . The sergeant s ha d a s ocial 

affa i r on the even i ng of June 1st , but it was a mi l d ti~e to 

the entertainment put on by the men in t heir mess the f ol l ow

i ng evening . 

The unit ' s relations with other c . C. S. 's in 

Aubigny wer e c ordial , but it was with No . 30 C. C. S. tha t 

the uni t was espe ci ally fr i endly . No . 30 c . C. S . had provided 

bil lets and meals for the unit on their arrival , ha d shown 

them eve ry pos s ible courtesy duxing their s t ay , and pro v ided 

the m with their pa r ting meal . 
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THEY ALSO SERVED 

On the morning of December 14th, 1915 , Captain 
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J. H. M. Bell came into the orderly room and s ubmit ted, with 

a fi ne disregard ot military ethic s , a letter to the A . & D. 

clerk for critic ism. He was wr iti ng t o the Colonel, request

ing a transfer, a nd stating t:bBt he wished to s erve as a 

medical officer t o a battalion, as he preferred a 11 strenuous 11 

to a 11 soft '1 job. The A. & D. clerk suspected that the words 

"soft jobn mi ght not find favour in the eye s of the Colonel , 

and advi s ed "Doc " accordingly. 

But the Capta in was already interested in a paper 

that p_e had just p icked up f r om one of the t ables. " Vhat", 

he asked, 11 is the Canadian War Contingent Society?" 

"It' s a society", said Noisy McGill, "for dist1•ib

uting Red Cross stuff t o Canadian --- 11 

"Soft jobs 11 , supplemented the A. & D. clerk, as 

Uoisy paused to seek the right word, and Captain Bell left 

the orderly room c huckling . 

Though the interject ion was somewhat in t he nature 

of a broad hint that t he officers were getting more than 

t he ir s hare of the comfort s pr ovided by many and various 

societies, t he Captain was ab le to l eave t he orderly room 

wiser in t:b.at he knew the name of one more society tha t was 

contributing toward making his a '1soft job '' . 

But if some of the officers were at times a lit t le 

vague as t o the source of many . of their comforts, the other 

ranks were much more so , and it is quite probable that a 

large number of pa t ients passed through the s t at ion without 

:realizing that many of the comforts anci much of the attention 

g iven them were due to t he s uppliec a nd s ervic es rendered 

by outs i d e organizat ions , and not, as they mi ght suppose, t o 

the inte gral workings of the s ervice. .l! 'Or, though t he sof t 

jobs receive d many comfor ts from t he hands of these or ganiza -
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t ions , th os e of the s t ern er j ob s were not ne glected , a s is 

wi t nessed by a lette r writt en by Ma j or Dic kson , on pr il 

22nd, 1 91 7, t o Ma j or H. w. Bl ayloc k , .Ass t . Commiss i on e r o:iff 

the Cana dian Red Cross Society in Fr anc e . 

nMy dear Bl aylock , 

I c ann ot le t t he a s s i stance y ou ha ve rende red to 

this unit duri ng t he Bat tle of Arras go by with out a s pecia l 

ment i on of appreci a t i on . wi ng 1 ar gely to y our he l p we were 

able t o g ive every c omfo r t t o the wounded . Anything y ou 

ha d in y our s t or es was r eceiv e d wi t h i n a f ew hour s , showi n g 

an adminis t r a tion a nd organiz a tion of a very hig h st andard . 

'.l.1he b eds an d l inol eum s uppl i e d have a dded tremen dou sly to t he 

efficie ncy of t his Cl e a r ing St a t ion. 'l'he Di rec tor General 

Medical Services , Sir Art hur Sloggett , inspe c t ed t his Cle a r ing 

Station yest e rday and expre s s ed hims el f highly pleas e d wi th 

the ope r a t i ng hut , wh i ch wa s p r ac tic al ly f u rni s hed by y ou . 

He als o i nsp ec t ed t he ward s and remarke d on the c omfo..c t ab l e 

conditions exis t i ng the rein . All th i s c redit i s due t o y ou 

and the Ca~B d i an pu blic fo r yo ur untiring effor ts and 

generos ity on our behalf . 

I shoul d l i ke t he Canad i an pe opl e t o know t hat we 

appr ec i ate t o the fu l l t he ir ge nero s i ty i n c ont r i but i ng s o 

ve ry 1 arge l y t o t he he a l t h and c omf'o r t of thei1• sick a nd wound 

e d in t he fi eld . 

Pleas e ac cept my s i ncere t hanks f or your pe xsonal 

e f fort s ex t ending ove r a pe r i od of more than t wo ye ar s . 

§ a i t hf ully y our s , 
C. H. Dicks on , 

via j or , C. A . 1. C. 
Offic er Co mman d ing " 

The cal l mad e up on the Canad i an Red Cr oss Soc i e t y 

on behal f of the pa t ient s was c ont i nu ous and he a vy , and only 

ceased when the uni t t urn ed ove r t he i r last patie nts to a 

Br itis h C. C. S . at Bonn , Germany , on e oruary 11th , 1 919 . 

Local branc he s of various s ocie t ie s and i nd i vidual s 

often ma de gi ft s to t h e unit t o · e us e d on beha l f of the 

pa tient s . The ed Cr os s Auxil iary , of Liver p ool , N. S., s ent 
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one hundred doll ars , Mr . and Mrs •• H. Ha 1·low, of Milton, 

N. S ., contri buted f ifty dollars , a nd f riend s in Caledonia , 

'~ueens Co ., N. S., pl a ced ov er t welve p ounds at the d i sp osal 

of the of f icer commanding , all to be used f or the p urp ose of 

providing co mfort s fo r pa tie nts pa s s ing throu gh the sta tion. 

:i'he per sonnel of the unit s ha r e d in many gift s 

that were general to the Canadian Forc e s or to the whole 

B. E. F . The colonies of Trinidad, Grenada and St . Lucia 

pre s ented a box of chocolate to e a ch and ever y memb er of His 

Majesty ' s Na val and Military Force s . :i.1he Canadian War 

Contingent Association we re respons ible f or many dis t rib u

tions . o f ci garettes , tobacco, ga mes , st ationery and s uch 

comf or ts . 

The personnel of the un i t were often r ecipients of 

special attention f ro m b r anche s of var ious organizati ons and 

f r om individuals . Every Chris tmas, and on other oc ca s i ons , 

the Liver pool Red Cros s Soc iety sen t bales of gifts , the 

Yarmout h , N. S . Branch also contr i buting . '.i.' he ladies of the 

A. M. C. Auxiliary of Toronto year l y p re s ent ed the unit with 

a Chris tmas g ift of t wenty -fiv e cents per man to be used a s 

the men desired , and acc ompanied t heir gift wi th every g ood 

wi sh . .B' r om the Ba lmy Be ac h Branch of the Red Cross Society 

came amaz i ngl y complete housewive s . . B. El derkin , of 

Amhers t , N. S . , :pre s en ted the unit wi t h two ba t rels of Nova 

Sc o t ia appl es . Miss Adrah Co hoon , of 11ont real , sen t a g ift 

of ci ga re t tes , t he li tt l e girl s of Caled on i a , N. s. contribut-

• ed muc h to one of the uni t Christmase s ; a nd vir . F . 0 . L . 

Patch , of Livex po ol, was always wor king f or the personnel of 

the unit . The un it i s als o i ndebted to many other s ocieties 

and individuals , the name s of th os e he r e ment ioned by no 

me ans completing t he list . 

Practically every member of the unit wa s individual

ly remembered by t h e s oci etie s of his own home tovm , a nd often 

by the .soc ieties of the town i n which he was loc a ted at the 

t i r e of his enlistment . 

The arrival of a parcel us ua lly s i gni f ied " a feedn . 



185 . 

A g_uotation from a diary , unde_r date of Januar y 29th , 1917 , 

will show that t hese g ifts were appreciated : 

"I went t o the tent , accompanied by Art and John , 

and proceeded to ope n up , wondering whethe r the first thi ng 

I cameto would be a cake of s oap . '~Now11 , I said to John and 

.A rt , "we ' 11 have a feed . " The fir s t th ing I pulled out was 

four plugs of chewing to bacco , followed by th.J:ee packages of 

smoking and a corncob pipe . '.l1hen I made anothe:c dab and 

hauled out a writing pad , a pack of cards and a package of 

envelopes . John and Art began t o get dishea rtened, but not 

me . I trie d again and drew f orth a pair of s lippe r s , a 

pair of socks and a towel . Another despe rate jab brought 

out two boxes of matches , t wo candl es and a cake of s oap . 

Art and John wer e about leav i ng when I tol d t hem the re wa s 

somet hi ng more in t he box , and not t o give up hope . This 

attempt drew f orth the followi ng : a can of foot powder , a 

can of genui ne ins ect powder and a package of t oilet paper . 

'l'his caused J_o.hn and Art to hur 1 a volley of re ma r ks a t me 

concerning the bes t use · to which I c ould put t he last named 

articl es ; but during t heir chatter , I succeeded in pulling 

out the remaini ng a rticles , cons i s ting of a dozen pa ckages 

of chewing gum , a l oaf of cake , a c an of prepa red coffee , a 

box of choc ola tes and a booc of nut s ano rais ins ; so we had 

our f e ed aft e r all . " 

The box came f ro m the I mperial Order Daught ers of 

the Emp ire, t he Coleraine Chapter . 1'his and similar boxes 

came year l y f rom Pictou , No va Scot ia , and were among the 

finest and most us ef ul for t he all-around s oldie r (not to 

mention all - a r ound the s ol dier) t hat wer e sent over s eas . 

Members us ually shared t heir parcel s , e specia l ly 

thos e i n the food line , with the i r intimat es . \· hen a member 

became a easual ty , hi s parcels were not returned to Engl and , 

bu t gi ven to his friends . Kennedy , Kitchen and McDougald 

wer e a tri o of the "'.Phree Mus keteers " variety . In the absenc e 

of McDougal d , Kem1edy and Kitchen were awarded a pa:ecel that 
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arrived for him. Together they opened it. Kennedy re moved 

a box, looked in it , found it to be chocolates, and exclaimed 

as he temptingly off er ed t he box to Kitchen: "What do you 

think of that? Sending him lump sugax . Do you want it?" 

"No 11 , s aid Kitchen, "I don't want any lump sugar . " 

On one occasion three members took possession of a 

parcel on ra t her different grounds . On the even i ng of t arch 

. , 14th, 1917, Pte. Tapp , who was re addres s ing mail , desired in

formation as to the proper dis pos al of a pa ckage t hat was 

labelled cake and address ed to the Sister -in-charge. s the 

unit wa s entirely devoid of s ist ers, and the t ime of their 

coming uncertain, the ma tter of t he di sp os al of the cake was 

c onsid ered ope n f or discussion . ~s a result of the deba te, 

the • & D. cler k was elected sister-in-charge, Tapp was 

voted a sick patient and II Noisy n McGill a wounded one. '.i'he 

sister -in-charg e immediately opened t he parcel and found a 

nice currant c ake . He gave a p iece to the s i ck and ano t her 

to t he wounded, and then took the customary piec e herself. 

Incidentally , t his gave ri s e to a situa tion t ha t i s probably 

uni que in the annal s of mil it a ry history , that of a male N. C. O. 

being appointed to the rank of sister - in- cha r ge , even -

admitti ng that t he authority f or suc h an a ppointment is 

rather weak. 

1 uite f re quently a parcel would b e found t o c ontain 

a letter, and the recipient had an oppor tunity t o thank t he 

donor . Such a parcel, ad dr ess ed t o 11 • Canadian Soldier , 

Somewhere in 1 r anc e " , contained t h e f ollowi ng gr acious letter: 

" lVIy dear Soldier: Oc t ober 16 / 16 

A Merry Christmas to you goes with 

this little bag wi t h contents . I hope t hey will prove useful -

and better s till - that i i will s how you and your co mr ades 

that your American neighbour s ao not f or get you . Canada has 

borne her sha re of the blll'den nobly, and we f eel that you are 

all f i ghting f or t he same caus e t hat i s dear to us here. i.Iany 

of us do not agree wi th t he Admini s trat i on that we s hould 

remain neutral , but ar e hear t and soul wit h the hllies . I 
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count it a pr i vilege t hat I can help to make surgical dr ess 

ings wh i ch go constantly from Bost on to the Hospitals in 

ranee , and that I can help to maintain the , meric an Ambul ance 

Serv ice in a very small me asu1•e , wh ic h helps yoiu wounded 

troops . Perhaps some day you wi ll send me a little note . Yo u 

may yourself ha ve be en in Boston , whe re I live . 

Yours very sincerely, 

Lydia J . Dale" 

'.!.'he r ecipi ent of this letter was a Nova Scotian , and 

in acknowledging the gift , mentioned his home town . n extract 

from a second l e t ter f r om Mr s . Dale 1:eveals how coincidence is 

always at work : 

"I was very much pl e as ed t o ha ve your letter of 

February 12th , an d to know some thi ng of t he so l dier to whom I 

wrote s o vaguely and i mper sonally . Still more inte r es ted to have 

further information respecting you . I spoke of your lett er t o a 

young f riend of mine who i s in charge of a law- pr int ing 

establishment . She said t ha t one of t he girl s wa s f r om nova 

Scotia and named --- - ----, and on speaki ng to her this gir l 

sa id: "Vhy he must be my own cousi n - --- . " 

Again there i s the type of let t er tha t one of the 

at tac hed t unnellers fo und in a package of s and bags , whic h he 

acknowledged in a lette r add .L' essed t o his "Little Sandbag 

<lUeen" , and which devel oped much as f ollows: 

"When a fellow s tarts in writing 

To a girl he ' s never se en , 

, nd s ending out s weet no t hings 

To his little s a~ bag que en , 

Re may start her heart a - going 

In a way he didn ' t mean . 

~or s ome girls are so r·omantic 

That , but given half a c hance, 

They wi ll j ump at any human 

In a pair of khak i pan ts 

Esp ec i ally a t unnelle:t 

\Hth umpt een years in F1• ance . 11 
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This chapter would not be complete wit hout a mention 

of the Canadian Field Comforts Commis s ion , t he channel through 

wich much of t he contributions of t he various organi zations 

r eac hed t he f ield . ;, gli11;1pse of t heir work may be seen in the 

r eading of t wo letters , wri t ten as the re sult of the unit 

s er gea nts feeling a des ire f or a c hange of diet and a craving 

for s uch delicacies as sauerkraut and p ic kl ed herring . ' o 

satisfy this cr aving Staff Ser geant Dexter wrote home a sking 

that a s upply of t he ep icurean f ood s be s ent him. nction was 

immediately taken , a nd in due co urse , on .B1 eb r uary 2nd , 1917, 

he received this let t er f r om the Canadian :b1 ield Comfo.rts 

Commi s s ion: 

11 Staff Serge ant E. H. Dexter , 
J.i1 i.r s t Cana dian Casualty lea.ring Station , B. E . F . 

Dear Sir : 

e r eceived three weeks ago a l a rge barrel of fish 

for you . This i s overwe i ght and t he l-iiilitary Forwar di ng Officer 

at Southampton refuse s to ma ke an exception of it . I have 

wri t ten t o the Ordnanc e to s ee i f they can get it over f or 

you but have as yet received no r ep ly . It i s quite i mp os s i ble 

for U"' to repa ck fish; will you kindly let us know wha t you 

wi sh done wi t h it in the event of our being unable t o get it 

over to you . The barrel must weigh c onsider ably over one 

hundre d pounds and , as you know, the limi t for ]1rance is fifty -

six pounds . 

We received at the same time a barrel of meat which 

had gone ba d and had to be destroyed on account of the smell . 

he addres s was obliterated so we could not tell if thi s was 

f or you or not . I hope ver y much that you have not lost t his 

and regre t tha t we canno t f or ward the fish . 

Your s f aithfully , 
Mary Plummer , Captain , C. :b1 . C. C. 11 

The following let t er was i mmedi ately desp a tched : 

"Captain llary Plummer , C. F. c . c ., 
Canad i an Fiel d Comfor ts Commissi on , 

Moore Barracks , Shornclif fe . 

With r efere nce to your letter , dated Januar y 30th , 

1917 , as it is imposs i nl e t o ha ve the ba rrel of fish sent here , 
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I woul d be gl ad i f you wi l l fo r war d it to 11 0 . C. , B. Co., 

219th Canad i an Infant r y Bn ., Brams hott Camp , Rants Co ., 

f or th ere a re number s of f i sh- eat i ng Nova Sco tians in t hat 

gl andn . 

Company . I i ntended having that bar r el of p i ckled herring t o 

celebrate the s econd anni ver sa r y of my arr ival i n ~·rane e, but 

I ha ve noy,.r de c id ed to ge t mys el f pic kl ed ins tead . 

The ba r rel wi th t he st r ong odour di d not c ont a i n 

meat . It contained good old Dutch s auer kraut , which is us ed 

i n the Nova Sc ot i an counties of Lunenbur g and ·ue ens as a 

t oni c . The r e is a Dutch proverb t ha t r e ads : 11 The st r onger t he 

odour , t he bet t er t he s aue r kr aut" . .A s th i s barrel wa:e ~: mis 

taken f or decayed meet, I wi ll c ons ole my s elf wit h t he knowl edge 

that i t was bl ame f i ne sauer kr aut. I ha d f ea r s that t he 

Germans woul d c apture thi s ba rrel on i t s journey acr oss t he 

At l antic , but it ne ve r c rossed my mind t ha t it woul d be mi s 

t aken f or a barr el of dec ayed meat . 

There was a l s o .a l ar ge box shipped t o me at the same 

time and I fe a r tha t it may be oyerweight • .A s it c onta ins a 

number of s epa r ate parc el s for men of t hi s un i t , I would be 

gl ad i f you would r epa ck them c houl d t he box come t o hand . 

Thanki ng you f or your t r oubl e , 

33802 E. H. Dext er , ~tf - Sgt ., 
Firs t Canadian Casualty Cl earing St at ion" 

lhe the r it was a desi r e am t he par t of Capt ain 

Plumm er t o re s tr ai n Dext er fr om f ulfilling hi s t hrea t of 

gett i:ng p ic kled , or whet her it was b ec aus e she f elt badly ove :c 

t he loss of hi s sauerkraut, tha t resul ted i n two boxes of 

herri ng ar riving at t he un i t on 1arc h 28t h , i s not known , but 

t he se r geant s ' mess was very much i ndebt ed t o he r f or 

accomplishing t he i mpos s ibl e and t hlis pr oviding t he m with 

s everal good dinner s . 



CHAPTER XVI 

ADINKERKE 
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Sir Douglas Ha i g had planned for the early months 

of 1917 a Fl anders offens ive, whose object was to clear the 
., 

Bel gium coast and to turn the flank of the German defense 

syst em i n t he west . But early in 1917 the Fr ench Commander 

in-Chief succe eded in persuading both.his own and the Brit ish 

Government that t he main atta ck s hould be deliv e red by t he 

French i n the Aisne , and tha t Ha i g ' s plans s hould be mad e sub

ord inate to those of the .l!"'rench . Conse q_uently , Ha i g wa s 

f orced to ext end hi s f ront t o provide the French with troops 

for their striking for ce, as well a s to engage the ene my on 

a f ront whe re he f elt it vvas difficult to obtain a strategic 

success . So t he best part of April and Jay found hi m engage d 

in the Ba ttle of Arras . 

But the f ailure of the French plans on the Aisne , 

the effects of thi:s · failure on the mor ale of the .t rench 

troops , the crumbl i ng of the Rus s i an Front , and the neces s ity 

of the Briti s h bearing the brunt of t he f i ght ing f or the next 

few months brought Ha i g ' s scheme t o t ~~ f orefront . n All ied 

conference in .Pa ris , on the 4th and 5th of Ma y , agreed t o an 

immedia te :B1land ers offensive . 

This of fensive centred around the Ypres s alient . 

To pr otect his right flank and to af f ord his t roops some 

shelter fro m direct observation of the enemy , Haig ' s first 

stroke wa s de s i gne d to drive t he enemy f.i: om the high ground 

which he held on t he s outhern sector of the salient . Thi s 

~e succeeded in doing by the ac tion known as the Ba ttle of 

Mess ines, June 7th to June 12th . In this action t he unit wa s 

repr es en ted by 25 other ranks , who were a t t ached t o No . 53 

C. c. s. , loc ated a t t he old site in Ba illeul . 

In the early part of June the British Fourth ~rmy 

relieved the French for ce that had been holding the Ys er line 

between St . George ' s a nd the s ea . It is pre s umed t hat this 
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a rmy was int ended to strike at t he rig ht wing of t he Ger mans 

as soon as the enemy was di slodged fro m his key p os itions to 

the east of Ypres . But it t ook months f or the .li1lan de rs rmies 

to att a in t he objecti ves t ha t i t was hoped the y would at t ain 

in a fortnight , so t he 'ourth .2. r my wa s ne ver c alled upon to 

partic i pate in any offens ive acti on . 

It wa s wi th this ? our t h ..8 rmy that he unit was t o 

s e rve , s o i t took n o part in t he ma in action of t he landers 

of fens iv e , wh i ch was t o be known as t he hird Battle of Yp re s , 

and was to culmina t e i n the cap tu:re of Passc hendaele . Ne ve r 

the l es s the un i t w2. s destine d t o handle more c as ualties in 

thi s coa stal s ector in one month t han in any o the r one mont h 

of the i r c a reer . 

The main b ody of the unit and its e quipment pulled 

out of .2. ubi gny at 9 p . m., on June 14 , 1 917 , occupy ing a tr a in 

of 35 cars , wi th Dunki rk as t heir f ir s t ob j ective . 'l'he 

remainder of the pe r s onne l , nQmbering ten ot her ranks , ~taff 

Ser ge a n t 'i.'ytheridge i n c harge , r ema i ned t he night in c a mp . 

This party was to proceed by road wi th the t hree un it l orr ie·s . 

They t urned out on t he mo r n i ng of the l bth a t 4 . 1 5 , br ea kfasted , 

and were avmy a t 6 a . m. 'P hey pr oceeded by wa y of St . -ol , 

Liller s , St . Venant , Ha zebrouck! , and Casse l , r eac hing Dun kir k 
• 

a t 9 p . m. Ne ithe:r the tr ain n or t he D. D. M. S . could b e 

loc ated . As t he pa ving stones of Dun ~i rk o fered p oor s leep

ing quar ters , the lo1•r i es ret i r ed f r om t he city, and found 

park i ng ro om on a gr a ssy pat c h nea r t he roads :ire. Her e the 

P.art y bivouaced for the n i ght . 

'l'hey loc ated the un it next morn i ng . The party wa s 

or dered to proc eed up the coas t to Oos thoek , a mile beyond 

i1 dinkerke , and awa it t he ar rival o f t h e Qn i t. t 3 . 30 p . m. 

t hey par lrnd besid e what a ppeared to be a .E'renc h C. C. S., 

whose s i te t he unit wa s to take over . A l i nguist of the 

par ty ha i l ed one of their ambulance drive r s , a nd was dis

concert ed to f ind t hat he ha d be en using his French on a 

membe r of a London 1\ mbulance Conv oy . The I-1 rench C. C. S . 



proved to be Madame Borden '.l'urner ' s Hospital . a voluntary 

or gan ization wor lcing in conjunc t ion with a rench Med ic al 

tl.nit . 11.'he re were a number of Canadian Nur s i ng Sisters on 

t he s taff. who . on lear ni ng that Canadians were in the 

v i cinity . honoured the party with a vis it . 

1 92 . 

Phe train, carrying the equipment and pe rsonne l , 

bad arrived in Dunkirk at 3 . 45 a . m. , on June 15, but it was 

7 . 30 p . m. on the 16th before it pulled out for Oosthoek , 

whe re it arri ~ed at the siding at 9 p . m. In view of the 

f act t ha t t he train ha d been he ld in unkirk f or 40 hours , 

it s eemed odd tha t t he railroad authorities now indicated 

that the cars were ur gent l y nee ded , but i t i s possibl e that 

they wished to move the train only under cover of darkne ss , 

and had been unab le to make the movement the prec ed ing night . 

To r el e ase the cars as early as poss i bl e , unlo ad 

ing started i mme diately on arr i val . There ~a s a brief 

j_ntermission at midnight , when lunch was s erved . The last 

cars were unloaded at 3 a . m., J ust as the sky showed its 

first hint of dawn . 

The men turned in f or a few hours sleep . ' ho s e 

who elected to s leep in the open ha d thei r rest disturbed 

by a visit f rom a German pl ane , evidentl y curious as t o the 

rea 0 on f or s o many cars at the siding . 'J.' he plane was he avily 

shelled , and s o many pellet s and shell fragments were fly i ng 

around that those sleeping in the open deemed it wi s e to s eek . 
shelter . ~his g reeting was an omen . 

Oosthoek l ay seven mil es behind Ni euport , where t he 

British held a bridge head at the mout h Of the Yse r . It lay 

between .A dinkerke and Furnes, one mile from t he f or mer and t wo 

miles f r om the l at ter . .l!'urnes wa s a med ium-s i ze d to ;vn , 

d inkerke a v i l lage , and Oosthoek but a fe w sc attered far m

house s . '..t."he i mmedia t e nei ghbourhood was a low-ly i ng , level 

stretch of country, well ditched , and covered with wheat , 

clover and gr a zing f i elds , nt the si te the permanen t water 

l evel seemed to be les s than two f ee t be low the surface . l he 

s and dunes , bor der ing the coast, shut off a view of the sea . 
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On the 17th the mat erial wa s s orted and piled away, 

while a number of t ent s were pitched f or the personnel . It 

was very hot , and the men obtained per mis s ion to cut their 

tr ous ers to "shorts 11 • '.l.'he major ity took advai .. tage of this per

mission. It was brought to the attention of the unit that this 

mutil ation of army clothing was contrary to orders , but it wa s 

a fait accompl i, and nothing further was said aga i ns t wea ring 

this comfortable outfit . 

The 18th was so hot that work was discont i nued at 

11 a . m. , and not resumed until 3 p . m. A severe thunder 

st or m c ame up about 4 p . m. Colone l Dickson s ought shelter 

in the ser geants ' marquee . ' he stor m broke so suddenly t hat 

the cur t ain could not be pegged down , s o every one l ined up 

on the windward sid e, and stood on the curtain. The s torm 

increased in violence , and the t ent went . 11 the inmates 

ducked , excepting one . He was caught on the cur t ain , 

carried over a ;pile of boxes, and ended his journey engulfed 

near t&e ridge pole . Colonel Dickson wa s far f rom being out

classe d i n t he sprint t o the shelt er of boxcar , thr ough the 

hea viest downpour experienced in Fr ance . Later , th e rain 

turned to hail , t he s tones reac hing the si ze of marble s . The 

severe part of the s torm lasted ha lf- an- hour . ~hree tents 

were down , and beds , bl ankets and kits were soaki ng . s soon 

as t he sto r m was over t he tents we re repitc hed , and the 

contents taken ou t to dry . As i t was poor drying weather , 

many slept that night in t heir clothes , instead of their 

bl anket s . 

~ 1he unit was now occupie d in t aki ng over and out

fitting the hut s as fast as the Prench aut horit i es could t urn 

them over . ~he Frenchmen began moving out by lorries on t he 

21st , and the ir evacuation wa s completed on t he 27th . 

n incident occurred du.ring this evacuation that 

served to show that t he politeness of t he J?rench i s more than 

proverbial. 'i'he French men ha d neglected t o ke ep a certain 

• 
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cask of wine under lock and key . vihen the tie came to 

remove this cask, two of them seized it in t he manner of men 

who expect a hard task ahead of t hem. When the cask rose 

eas ily a look of astonishment appeared on thei r fac es, a look 

that soon c ~2ng ed to dismay . They dropped it quickly, and 

hurr_ied off t o report the mat ter to some higher aut hority. 

Certain culprit s of t he un i t seiz ed th i s opportunity for a 

last drink , and a F1•ench officer comi ng to investigate, found 

them doing the ir best to empty the c ask . He smiled, turned 

about , and a few moment s later returned with a loaf of bread . 

'.l.'his he offer ed t o some of the culprits , saying, ir It is 

al ways customary t? ea t bread after drinking wine. 11 

A day or s o later i t appe ared that the Frenchmen 

had evened matters . The quartermaster mi ss ed a barrel of 

beer, and investigation proved t hat the barrel had disappeared 

while a s hort parade was being held . As all the men of the 

unit appeared t o have an alibi , it was t aken f or granted 

that the Fr enchmen had squared accounts . 

:But long after the wa r wa s over , on the i ncident 

being recall ed , an ex- member of the uni t hastened to explain 

that no such blot should appear agains t the uni t record . 

nNo .:B1 renchmen- got t hat bar rel of beer , n he explained . It 

appeared that one member of t he unit, who in civil life has 

often been referred to as a prominent s port s man , was not on 

parade, and was able to s t eal sufficient second s f rom his 

duties t o move t he cas k a short distance from it s stand , and 

to cover it with a tarpaulin . Later , with as s i stanc e, it 

was mov ed t o a gr a i n f i eld , and its contents removed as 

opportunity afford ed. 

~he unit began receiving on June 23rd, but the 

f ront was quiet . ~hough it was the only •C. C. S. i n opera

tion on t hat front , the dai ly average ad mis s ion t o July 9th 

amounted to but 60 . 1J.1hough the Briti 0 h fo rce on the coast 

had the " ourth .h r my organization at i t s head, at this ti., e 

it consisted of but one corps, the 1 5th . Generous det ai l s 

from t he Field Amb1Hances of the Corps kept the unit well 
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duties at thi s time were l i ght , the unit personnel were 

busily engaged in changing t he l ay out of the camp t o pr o

v ide a ~aximum of capacity and of efficiency i n operation . 

11. he original lay out contained many smal l hut s , re quiring 

in oper ation a was teful distribution of pers onnel. Large 

and effic.i ent wa rd s were made by moving 01• rebuilding two 

or three , end on end . In this t he un it had the assistanc e 

of parties of R. E. a nd Canad i an Railway Troops . 

On July 5, His Iifa jesty the King , accompanied by 

the Prince of \'/ales , Ge neral DuCane and Colonel Newland , 
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D. D. ~ . S. 15th Corps , vi s ited and i nspected the hospital , 

ar:n vi ng at a-oout noon. 'l'he Ki ng s eemed more cheerful than 

he di d on his last v i s i t . He recalled t he t ime he vis i ted 

the unit in a prison . He 1·ema r ked t hat it wa s rather a 

ple asant place f or a hosp it al, an d laughed 0hen Colonel 

Dicks on told hi~ th e i r nex t loc a t ion was a 1 asyl um. The Ki ng 

signed the vi s it ors ' b ook, but hi s s i gnature never reached 

the archives • .b. member of the unit had a hobby of collecting 

ki ng ' s si gnatures , and the one referred to above repre s ents 

his complet e c ollect i on to date . He would ha ve started a 

collection of princes ' s i gnatures , but , when offe red t he book , 

Vales sm iled and s hook h i s he ad . 

Since the arrival of the Briti sh on the coast , the 

Ger mans had displ ayed considerable a e1•ial activity i n this 

area , and their planes we1·e fl'eq_uent visitors i n the locality 

of t he unit . They we r e al s o ac t i ve in bomb i ng Dunkirk, and 

the anti-aircraft guns were f re quently s peakin&. Often it 

was necessary to duck to cover to es c ape a s hower of pellets 

from the anti-aircraft she l ls. Early on the mor ning of July 

7th, a complete s hell c as ing passed thxough the r oof of· the 

light operating hut and th:rough an opera t ing t able . 

The Germans were always uneasy concerning a possible 

offensive conducted against thei r northern flank by both land 

and s ea fo1·ces , and the appear ance of the Fourth .,;rmy on the 

c oast . s ugges ted to them that s uch a movement was underway . To 
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the eas t of Nieuport t he British held a bridge head on the 

east bamk of the Yser , ab out t wo miles 1ong and from 600 to 

1 200 yards deep. The Ger mans resolved to anticipate a British 

attack, and to rob it of s ome of its chance of s uccess by 

taking this bridgehead . Consequent ly , on t he morning of July 

10th , they opened an int ens e bombardment aga i nst the bridge 

head , f l a ttened the tr enches , de st r oyed all t he brid ges in 

the northe rn s ection, and subjected t he back areas to system

atic s helling . t 6 . 30 p . m. t hey l a unched an attack in 

force . Owing to a hea vy gal e t he Brit ish troops were denied 

naval suppor t . Conse quent l y , t he nor thern s ector of the 

bridgehead wa s overrun , but t he so ut hern s ector, being of 

greater depth , was ab le t o ho l d on . 

In the she lling of the back areas, the district 

around Oost hoe k rec e ived it s s ha re of a tt ention . On July ~th 

the Ge r mans were busy s helling t he railhe ad near Coxyde, a 

mile and a ha l f to t he northeas t . Early on the morning of t he 

10th they began shelling Adinkerke . Ab out noon they began 

on the Ooxyd e - Fu.rnes road , s o that shells we r e falling on 

three s ides of the unit, though none closer than a quarter 

of a mile . All day l ong t he Belgi an c ivilian popula tion 

were moving from the danger zone by all varietie s of vehicles 

do g ca rt s , lorrie s , whe elbarrows , etc . 

About 4 p . m. an ammun ition and petr ol dump went up , 

, causing consi a er ab l e casualties , who r eached the s t at ion very 

shortly . Many of these were suffering rom petrol barns of 

all degrees of severi t y . Several hit s were mad e on amb ulances 

and lorries on t he road s in t hi s back area , and a couple of 

men were s ent out f rom t he unit to r ender f ir st a id. Col onel 

Dickson took precaut ion to have lorri es in read iness to 

re move t he s i sters i n case s hells wer e droppe d on the station 

ground s . In the eveni ng , in s pi te of the i r pr otests , a numbe r 

of sisters were despatc hed t o Re my ' s Si ding . 

As the clear i ng of c asualtie s was handi capped by 

the shelling of the back ar eas , the f ull effects of the at t ack 

on the bridgehead was not felt by t he unit on t he 19t h , only 

258 cases be i ng admitted . '.i'he p eak was teac hed on t he 11th 
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Included in t he admissions of t he 12th was a new 

variety of casualties , a variety that wa s destined t o be much 

in evidence during the rest of the wa r . As much of the 

initial research work was und ertaken by off icers of the uni t , 

it may be p ermiss ible t o wr i te into the s tory of t he unit an 

ext.r act f rom Sir Andrew· Macphail ' s " History of the Canadian 

1forces , 1914- l g , Medical Servic es" . 

" ' Mustard gas ' was f irst encountered on July 12 , 

1917 , between Ypres and the s ea . At thi s time Uo . 1 Casualty 

Clearing Stat i on was in the area at Oes t Houck , one mile east 

of Adinkerke . '.i.' he of f ie er commanding was ieut . -Colonel C. H. 

Dicks on , and the firs t casualties from this gas c ame under his 

notice . He as s igned for the inves t i gation Captain C. S. McKee, 

who had done s i milar work a t Sheff ield . This research lasted 

for a week , and da ily report s were 8en t t o gener al headquarters 

whe r e they were handed to Major C. C. Dougl as , the advisor on 

the subj ect . The enquir y was helped by of f icers who brought 

in i!;ragments of gas shells ; one of them was badly blistered 

by carrying a pi e ce of shell und e r his arm , although it wa s · 

closely wrapped in paper . 

"Associated with Captain McKee was lla j or \ l . L. 

McLean . They f ound the ga s to be identic al with the fo r m 

familiar to them in Sheffield , save that t he cyanogen gr oup was 

absent , which made it mor e dif i cult to identify . Capta in 

McKee made ov er a hundred urinaly ses ; he found sulphates 

abundant in thr ee - quarters of the c ases and al bumen in the 

rema i nd er . Vomi t i ng was a g eneral symptom , and it wa s observ

ed that patients were much re l ieved by dri nki ng soda wat er . 

~his led to t he us e of c arbonat e of soda externall y wit h t he 

most happy re s ult . l treatment f or such cases bas ed on t hes e 

researc he s was fo:.cmula t ed in t he 'our th ,.umy . Orderlies a.nd 

nursing s ister s dealing with pa tient s were ob l i ged t o wea r 

rubber gloves an d have at hand a basin of s oda wat er; the 
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clothing was d is i nfected or exposed to t he a ir • 11 

On the te.nth day of this research Colonel A . E . Ros s 

was visiting t be hosp ital; he informed himself of the procedure 

and promptly made preparati ons aga i nst the us e of must ard ga s 

on the Ca :nadian Corps . Suc h an at tac k was made in .front of 

Loo s l ate in the month . He P~d taken t he pr ecaution to send 

forward to the ad vanced dres s ing stat ions and aid posts ba th

tubs, alkalies , and s leep ing s uits . Some 700 men we.re a ffected 

but by the :Prompt use of warm alkal i ne ba ths and fr esh garm ents 

only 25 of these s howed any all e f fec t s on the following day 1~ 

It wa s indeed f o r tuna te that the Germans betrayed 

the pre s ence o f their new weapon by the us e of it in a small 

way only , f or it b oth warned the Bri tish med ic a l a uthor ities 

and gave them t ime t o for mulate a me thod of t reating the new 

class of casua l t i es . Conse quently , when a short time later , 

t he enemy employed this we apon on an extens ive s c ale , the 

Briti s h medical unit s were not c aught unawa res . 11gain t he 

First Canadian C. c . s . was t he Clearing St a tion involved . 

On the night of July 21 st - 22nd the Germa ns subjected 

t he l-Jieupor t a r ea to a severe bomba rdment of gas shells , u s ing 

t heir new variety umust a rd" . Shortly before noon on the 22nd 

the D. D. i..: . s . XV Cor ps visit e d t he unit, mad e known t he 

na t u re of t he a tt ack, and despa tche d t he temporarily a tt ached 

field ambulance men t o as s ist t he Uorps lvmin Dr ess ii,g Sta t i on . 

001I1.,e of the c a,su.a lt i es reached the unit that evening , but it 

was the 23rd before they be gan t o a rrive in l ar ge numb ers . 

'l'he ac t i on of mustard gas c at1s es , among other t h i ngs , 

intens e conjunctivi t is. Cons e quentl y p ractic al l y a ll the cas es 

arrived with the ir eye s bandaged . 1111 t he i r movem ents had to 

be directed . They would be l i ned up , s ometimes t wenty or mo re , 

e ach hold i ng to the c oa t tail of th.e man ahe ad , a nd would b e 

led t o the r eceiving room , wa rd s or other destination by an 

orderly or be are r . 

Stat istic s for the more active days are a s follows : 
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Admitted Evacuated Other Duty Died ema ining 
to Bas e Hos;e . at Midnight 

July 23 865 399 5 3 2 880 

24 604 55 7 0 4 14 909 

25 572 690 0 3 8 780 

26 403 514 1 12 12 644 
2 ,444 2 ,160 6 22 36 

r eport on the gas casualties prepared dilling the 

25th gave figures fo r the Oos t - hoek area ao • ..., . dmissi ons , 2093 , 

eva cuations 1, 630 , deaths 21 , and remaining i n hospital 442 . 

July 29 th , 30th and 31st were a l so ac tive days wit h 

477 , 520 and 421 admissions r espec tively, mustard ga s cases 

predomi nat i ng . The uni t admi t ted during the month of July 

8 ,475 c as es , almost double the number handled during the next 

l argest month of it s career , and the midnight figures for the 

mont h s howed an average of 430 pa t i ents in hosp ital . 

But the peak wa s now pas t . 'l'he 31st of July saw 

the launching of the Br itish atta c k i n the salient , the begin

ning on a b i g sc ale of the '.1'hird Ba ttle of Ypres , and the 

enemy withd rew so me of its att ention from the coast al sector . 

Al s o , No. 24 C. C. S ., whi ch ha d arrive d on the s c ene the 19th 

of June , had completed their stati on and joined in the re ceiv

ing on Augus t 3rd. They were f ol lowed on the 4t h by No . 39 

C. C. s ., which had arrived at Oos thoek early i n Jul y . ~here 

after, unti l the uni t cl osed down , i t received in rotation 

with thes e c. C. S . ' s , for 24 hour periods , a great ly reduced 

number of patients . 

But in sp i te of the launching of the Br it ish at t ack 

in the s alient, the Germans still seemed much concerned about 

t hi s section of the front . Their scouting planes were cross 

ing the line whenever an opp or tuni ty afforded , though they 

s eldom l ingered . · re quent l y they would be s een scudding for 

home wit h s ever al British planes in pursuit . 

The bombing pl anes of tb.e enemy were very active, 

wi th Dunkirk, the most bombed city in the world , as their chie f 

objective . ir e g_uent l y as many as twenty beams could be seen , 

as the searchlight s swept the sky i n an effort to p ic k up t hes e 

r aiders, the identity of thes e plane s easily being established 
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by the peculiar s ound of their motors . Fre quently they wo uld 

be l ocated , and the plane would stand out startlingly clear , 

often with s ever al beams focused upon it , and to become the 

target of the anti- airca:iaft batteries . Often , when planes 

were caught in the beam of a searchl i ght , and the shelling got 

too wa rm for them , they loos ed their bombs , to twist and d'ive 

unti l they l ost the spotlight . Consequently, an angular view 

of an enemy raider in the beam of a searchlight was much more 

appreciated than a direct overhe ad view . 

On the evening of .A ugust 19th and the day of the ijOth 

the enemy dro pped quite a number of shells in Adinkerke , On 

the 26th they shelled a camp hal f a mile up the road from the 

unit, and on the eveni ng of the 27th the Corps Ma i n Dressing 

Station was shelled , No . 24 C. C. S . getting the casualties . 

On the evening of Sep tember 4th a Germa n plane , pass 

ing over , had about t en searc hlig ht s f ocussed on it , and was 

s helled so heavily that all wer e fo :rn ed to ta ke cover f rom the 

shrapnel pe l lets . Later , another mach ine pa ssing over the 

C. C. S.' s dropped a f lare . Evidently this was a r ang ing 

signal , for shortly aft er 11 p . m. a shell landed about 300 

yards across the Decauville l i ne that s kirted the camp . A few 

minutes later another fell to the rear of 24 C. C. S . and not 

much more than 100 yards fr om buil dings occupie d by the 1st 

Canadian C. C. S . The s e rgeant s were s leeping in this end of 

the camp , and the cal l of duty came st rong upon the m. mhey 

turned out and proceeded a t once to the orderl y room , at the 

other e nd of the camp , to see if t heir s ervice s mi ght hot be 

r e quired in connect ion with a poss ible evacuation of pat ients . 

A t hir d shell landed in the neighbourhood of the first . uut 

side of t he casualty clearing s tatfuons there were no military 

un it s or stores in the imme di ate vicinity, so the1•e seemed to 

be a per s onal touch in this shelling . By order s of the D. M. S. 

the nursi ng sist ers were sen t over by the c anal . 

An int erval of quiet followed, so the sergeants again 

retired . But after hearing anothe r three shells , dropp i ng 

incr easingly nea1·er , duty again called . '.i:her e were five in 

this lot . Hav i ng f ound t heir s er vic es s til l unwanted, the 





201 • 

sergeants again retired , this ti me to stay , thoug h the shelling 

was short l y r esumed and continued until morning . I one of them 

did any damage , t he ma jority of them f alling f rom t wo to three 

hundred yar ds f r om the buildings . The s hell hol es measured 

from 20 to 25 feet acros s , and f rom 10 to 12 feet deep . 

In the morning the D • .M . S. visited . As many pa tients 

as possible were evacuated t o base, and the remainder s ent to 

duty or t r ansferred t o No . 36 C. C. S. at Zudyc oote . By 4 p . m. 

the st ation wa s completely clos ed . The nursing s isters were 

sent t o St . Omer , and the remainder of the pe rsonnel t old t o 

stand by f o1• a f ew days and await deve l opment s . In c ase the 

s t a t i on was shelled , they wer e advi s ed " to t a ke to the f ields" . 

With the exception of 3 officers and 16 other ranks, 

who, on September 6th , report ed for temp orary duty t o No . 36 

C. c . s . , a t Zudy c oote , the r emainder of t he per sonnel had 

little t o do. Aft er 24 and 39 c . C. S. ' s began s haring t he 

r ece i ving , the men we re a ble to devote considerable a ttention 

to bas eball , and even mor e t i me was ,devoted t o the game after 

the s hutdown . A dozen shi r t s were dr awn fr om the stores , and 

these the s isters co nver ted to basebal l unifor ms deco r a t ed 

with •t1 c. c. c. s. " Colone l Dicks on wi red the ... ed C:ross ns ix 

baseballs ur gently re quired" , and sa i d if Si gnal s prot es ted 

agains t s end i ng an unoff icia l message , t o say t hat 11baseball " 

was a cod e word . Many of the ga :11es were int e1·- unit , but a 

l ar ge numb er of Canadian Rai l way Troops were in the a re a , and 

a number of game s were pl ay ed wi t h them . t t i mes thes e game s 

were a tt e nd ed by a co nsid er able numb er of offic ers of t he XV 

Corps , and many of the s i s t er s were among t he fans . 

'1.1he Dunk irk-Fur ne s Cana~ay a mile t o the s ou th, and 

prov ided swi mmi ng of a ki nd , t houg h a generous s cum of oi l 

which covered its sur fa ce , ma de i t app ea r l ess t empting t han it 

othe1·v, i s e wo uld have been. 

Shortl y aft er the unit' s ar r i val all the neighbour

i ng t owns were put out of bounds , but , "' s the a re a bec ame more 

occupied by t he Br iti s h, the s e rest r ictions wer e r emoved. 

LaPanne, about thr ee miles distant , a s ummer r eso rt wit h a 

wonderful beach , was t he mos t att r act i ve sp ot in the i ~medi ate 

neighbour hood . 
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The enemy continued his attent ion to t he bac k areas . 

I:any of the personnel took advant age of the permission to 

sleep ou t in the f i el ds , and the hay l'icks were populal' pl ac es . 

It wa s inter es t ing to l ie out in the open , watc h i ng the sea rch

lights seeking and often pic ki ng up the Ge r man bomb i ng pl anes 

as they made the il• way to and f:rom Dunkirk and point s be tween , 

and to listen to the antiaircraft and machi ne guns engaging 

the~ . But it wa sn ' t so i nte r esting t o be awakened at 4 a . m. 

to f ind that the weathel' ha d cha nged , and that a downp our was 

i mm inent . Bes ides , it was di sconcerting to f ind tha t the 

place one s elected fo r safety proved to be the only war m 

local ity in the neighbourhood . ·Ia jor I-1acle an , Captain cKee 

a11d Staff Ser geant Ty the r id ge were among those who fo und it 

sa f er in c amp than ou·t in t he f ield s . ~ ft er the novelty wore 

off, most of the men rema ine d in camp . 

On the evening of September 12th many of the unit 

were watching a German ae ropl ane, pas s i ng a little to t he s ou t h, 

on which about 15 sea rc hlight s were pl aying , when t heir 

int e rest in this pl ane was rud ely shattel'e d . n un observed 

pl ane , from s omewher e overhead , be gan loos i ng it s bombs • 

.B1 ortunat ely t he line of project ion pass ed a hu11dred y.nd s north 

of the s tation , t he bombs teal'ing hole s in t he ground 25 feet 

i n diameter and 8 feet deep . 1 i ve 0l' s ix were dropped , one 

of them causing some cas ualties a short dist ance up the road . 

Colonel Dickson , who returned from leave on t he 13th , 

on learn i ng of the c ontinued activi ty in this ne i ghbourhood , 

consui ted the D. M. S., wi th t he result that the unit got busy 

fil ling sandbags , walling the hosp it al hut s and s leep i ng 

quarter s to a hei ght of six f eet . Thi s wo uld protect occupants 

fro m all but direc t hits . 

1 •h i ,, wol'k was in ma rked c ont r as t to certain abortive 

effort s ma de earlier i n the stay . Colone l Di c kson and ,ia j or 

Maclean, lar ge ly by their own eff ort s , made a sandbag s helter, 

s upp os ed t o be p roof aga inst somet h ing . As a l ast re s ort it 

was braced to keep fr om toppling over . A so me what be t ter one 

was cons tructed after hour s , by offic er s , sergeants and c . B. 

men for use of the s ister s . They were event ually l'epl aced by 
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more stabl e structure s un der t he guidanc e of eng ineer s . The 

s helter at tempte d fo r the men wqs never completed. The mat erial 

for the sandbags was taken f rom the a r ea to b e enclosed . Fortun

ately the walls s ide- s lipped into this hole before the s tructure 

was ro ofed , s o there were 1 0 cas ualties . On the whole , t he 

sisters ' s truc ture was the more notewor t hy of the eff ort s . It 

looked s o muc h l ike the r e a l things that a coµple of off icers , 

rigged out with stee l hel me ts and ga smasks, ha d their snapshots 

t a ken by another off icer . The re s ultant snapshot looked so 

real i s tic to a nos ey base ce ns or , who dis covered it i n a l etter , 

that he dec ided s omeone must be in 9ossession of a c ame ra 

cont r a ry to army orders , with the r e sul t t ha t the three officers 

concerned were up on t he carpet and censured . 

I n view of the cont i nued activ ity i n the back a rea s , 

and the f ac t t ha t t he enemy ha d not hesitated t o shell the 

Corps Lia in Dr ess i ng Stat io·n , it was de cided t o move t he st a tion 

back , and wit hdr aw the orps Ma i n Dr es s i ng St ation t o the 

building s now oc c upied by the unit . It was dec ided that t he 

unit s hould mov e t o udycoote, abo ut 7 miles down t he c oas t 

towa rd Dunkirk, and where lfo . 36 C. C. S . wa s all•eady est ablish

ed. Pa c ki ng was co mme nc e d on the 18th , and continue d du r ing 

the 19th and 20t h . On the 21 st the Corps d a i n Dr es s i ng 

station began t o move in . 

r rangement s were ma de f or t he un i t to occupy fo ur 

pavilions of a lar ge •renc h Sana tarium at Zudycoote , and an 

advance party wa s sent out on the 22nd . 11 th is day , railway 

t1•uc ks were being l oaded . 1l' he trucks were manha nd l ed in and out 

of position , which c aused " Noisy n 1 cGill t o rema rk that he 

d idn' t mind acting a s b1•akeman , bat he didn ' t l ike the idea of 

playing en gine . ~oa d i ng was c ompleted a t 8 . 15 p . m. on the 

23rd, when t he t r ain pul led ou t f or Zudycoote with 45 loaded 

r a ilway t rucks. '.L' hey r e ac hed their de sti na tion a t 11 p . qi . 

The Dent al depar t ment remained behind , temporarily at t ached 

to the Corps Mai n Dres s ing Station. 

Gosthoe k f ound th e unit devel oped i n t o a s mooth

r unni ng an d effic i ent ma chine , wit h the closest co - oper a tion 

existing amongst all r anks . By altering the l ayout of the c amp 
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a much more effi cient stat ion had been a ch ieved . :il'or the fir s t 

t i me in t he his tory of the uni t , t he l ayout p ermitted ambulance 

tr a i ns t o ent e r a s iding a d jac ent to the e vacuat i on a r ea , thus 

pe :cmitt i ng evacua tion di r ect t o t:r a in , e limi nat i ng the use of 

ambulance c ar s . Also , t oward the end of t he ac t iv it i es , a light 

r a ilway l i ne wa s comple ted , and pat i ents were re c ei ved fr om the 

Col."ps Ma in Dr ess i ng St at ion vi a this rout e. Evacua ti ons were 

al so c a rried ou t by Hos pi tal Ba r ges , but t o a sl i ght ext ent . 

At Oosthoek t he unit ha ndl e d : 

SI CK 
Offic ers Ot her nanks 

Evacu at ed to Bas e 167 3 ,095 

Rest Sta tions 1 16 

Othe r Hospitals 4 101 

To Dut y 16 194 

· Died 6 

Admi t ted 188 3 , 41 2 

WOU:NDED 
fficers Other anks 

295 

5 

14 

1 

315 

6 , 877 

57 

36 

108 

139 

7 , 217 

Dur i ng t he 75 days i n ope:c at ion the a verage dail y 

admi ss ions wa s 148 , whil e t he mi dni ght f i gures sho w the ave:cage 

numb er of patients i n hospit al as 273 . -ro m Jul y 11 t h t o Jul y 

31 s t inclus ive the uni t a dmit ted an a ve rage of 361 per day , 

whi l e the mi dnig ht f i gures show the a verage numb er of pat i ent s 

d.n hos p i tal to ha ve been 556 . ..1. g re at deal of wor t i s Fepre sent 

ed by these f i gure s . Some t i mes t h e men end ed a t our of duty 

to o ti r ed to und r e se . Se rgeant ~ait , an attac hed R •• , ex

presse d this clear l y , in sp i te of s ome amb i guity : " I thr ew 

myself on my be d , and about 10 o ' clock woke up and found myself 

as l eep . So I got up an d t u cke d mys elf in . 11 

]for s er v ic es :rendere d , Sister Ii . Pa rks wa s mrnxded 

the R. _ . c. 2nd Class . 'i:'houg h not awarded until Januar y , 

1 91 8 , Colonel Dickson ' s D. s . 0 ., and cting i..~at ron Janet 1 . 

Ma cDonald ' s : • • C. 1st class may be at t ributed to th is 

pe r iod of the i t ser v i c e . 

'l' hough Oosthoek was but a scattered handful of houses , 

and the vic ini ty pr ovi ded l i tt le of interest , t he volume of 

wor k made it stand out a 0 one of ths highlights of the unit ' s 

c a reer . ,, fe el i ng of well - be i ng ac companies the rend ering of 

s ervice und er pres sure that is ap t to be l a ck i ng ¥hen dawdl i ng 

along in l ow gea r , as the unit was destined t o t r avel f or most 

of t he fa l l and wi nt er . 



CHA PTER XVII 

ZUDYCO OTE 

205 . 

Zudycoo t e, a village f ive miles e as t o Dunki r k, 

l ay :just inl and f1•om the sand dunes . I n the dune s and border 

ing the Qea was a very f ine sanatarium , numbering many structu •es 

of importance . 'i'he most imposing of these fa ced the s ea and 

bordered a sand beach that s tretc hed on e i ther side as f a r as 

the ey e c ould diecern. ]'ro m the l andwa rd s i d e of thi s building 

proj ect ed e i ght l a r ge pavilions . The F1•ench were u s ing t he 

grea ter par t of the institution a s a milit a r y hospital , u t 

t he 1st Canad i an C. C. S . was allott e d fou r of tb£ pavilions . 

Ho . 36 C. e . S . was alr ea dy e s t ab l i shed in a group of buildings 

to the rear of the ma i n st r uctur e . 

The move to Zudycoote began on the mor n i ng of Oc t ober 

22 , 1 917. \'vhile the ra ilway trucks we r e be i ng loaded , an 

ad vanc e pa1ty pr oc eeded to Zudyco ote wit h mat er ia l s for building 

a c ook house . The orderly r oom moved by lorr.y on the morning 

of the 23r d . The orderly ro om staff a rriv e d i n t ime to as s is t 

in nail i ng the couuga te d iron on t h e 3 6 x 18 f oot frame of the 

coo k house . It ha ppened to be a pa r t icularly vicious variety 

of corrugat ed iron . 'l'o avoid leakage , the nai l s had t o be 

driven th1oug h t h e r i dges . The toughness of the met al imp a1ted 

to the nail a most mul i-sh t endency t o s lip s ideways to t he 

gut ter of the cor rugat i ons r a the r than to pene t rate the r i dge . 

As a r esult on e man r ecords hitt i ng his f i nger ab out f i:fty 

t i mes , and f our of the par t y had th e i r f i ngers in b andages 

befor e the l a s t s he e t y ielded . '.i.'he build i ng wa s compl eted by 

suns et, just in t i n,e t o greet the arr i va l of the off iceis ' 

kitchen ma terial . 

'11he main b od y of the unit left Oo s thoek on t he 23 d , 

at 8 . 1 5 p . m, wit h a t r ?in of 45 l oaded t r ucks , arriving at 

Zudycoo te St at ion at 11 p . m. 'i'he men spent the night on the 

tra in. On the 24th the trucks were unloa de d . 11 store s and 

e quipment were convey ed t o and stored in a nearby I . F . C. 

hangar, t h e t a sk being c ompleted by 6 p . m. 
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udycoote • . det a il remained on duty wit h 36 C. C. S . , but the 

r emainder of the persom1el had lit t le t o do . A guard was 

mounte d over the equipment a t t he ha ngar . ~he night s t ha t 

saw Carmon Robert in c har ge of the guard s eeme d to be the ones 

s elected by the enemy bomb ing pl anes to devote a ttention to 

t hat area . On the night of ove mb er 1th , Prmvate Spencer , 

scurrying for shel t er , was ca ught i n s ome barb ed wi re entangle

ments , and J:i...ad to ha v e hi s ha nd dresse d a s a r esult of it . 

But all of Car m ' s troub le s could not be traced t o the enemy . 

Next morning , St ephen Dexter , contr a ry to oft-repeated order s , 

used petrol to start a f ir e . Hi s overcoa t c aught , a nd he 

threw it off . "Then ," s a i d Carm , " he took out of the tent in 

a bl a ze , and I after him . " fter they ove::chauled him he was 

easily extinguis hed . 'hen they went bac ~ and made sure t hat 

the t ent was al l rig ht . 

The co ast pro vide d. a ple asant cha nge f r om i nland 

l oc a tions . By day , ol d men , and even women , could be s een 

wa is t deep in the wa ter , work i ng in pair s , pushing ahead of 

t hem a net , and car ry i ng afi.s h basket on their s hould e :cs . 

Ot he r s would s et t r awls at low water, and remove their catch 

a t the next fall of the tide . 

It v1as not sur prising t hat the sight of thi s and 

t he s mell of salt wat er c ame like the c ell of the wild to 

ce:ct a i n Nova Scotian se:cgeants . .1'here \V ere f i sh in thos e 

waters , and they fel t an urge to compet e wit h the na tive 

f is hermen . . Not being suff iciently :fond of water to push a 

net in f ront of them , they decided on the mor e orthodox method 

of setting one . .ii t enni s ne t was used . But a f ew uns ucces s 

f ul s ett i ngs c onvinced them , as Charlie Ho l den :r ema ked , "the 

fi s h s impl y would not pl ay t ennis " . 

sg·t . 11 Ro r yn McLe od alone r ema ine d undisc ourage d . 

He dec ided t o try the trawl method . The na t ives obt a ined 

their bait by digging f rom the s and a fas t - burrowing worm . 

This wor m co uld be loc ated by a tellta l e c oil of sand ma r ki ng 

the ot herwise level surface of t he beach . ~he na tive s had 
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a specia l shovel f or unearthing these , but Rory used a broad 

a rmy shovel. i\ fter much effo 1·t he finally succ eeded in over

taki ng t he r ear end of several of these worms , ge tting enough 

sections t o make up the equivalent of at least thre e . Vi t h 

t hese he baited a we ird selfma de trawl , and set it at dead low 

wat er· . At ten p . m. that n i ght he atte mp ted to ex amine i t , but 

t he t i de vrns t oo high . With t r ue fisherman ' s devotion he 

s tayed up unt il midnigh t and trie d again . This ti:r,e he st ep:r:e d 

into a hole an d fil led his hip-:rnb b er b oot s . V hat fish the 

s ergeants had a t Zudycoote were pur c hased fr om p rofes s ional 

fishermen . 

Passes to Dunkirk were liberal . A two mile walk down 

· the beach broug ht one to the terminus of a Dunkir k street c a r 

line . 'i'he city held much of interest, historic ally and other 

wi s e . It had an air of old age , yet i t was alive with industry. 

It showed many s i gn s of pr es ent suf f ering . ~t least ha lf of 

the windows of the city were sha t t ered or broken . 

Many of t he r a i der s passed over Zudycoote . Ci.'he 

cellars of the pav i lions were safe except f rom di rect hits , but 

the wal l s of the mai n por t ion of the pa vili ons contained a high 

p e r centage of wind ow space , carrying wi t h it the add ed danger 

of f l ying gl ass . Cons eque nt l y , when the r a ider s were p as s ing 

over, it wa s wis e to s ee l\:: the compa rativ e safe ty of the cellars . 

11 • hat peeve s me , n said Reg i mental Brown, " i s that every time 

I ge t a g ood bridge hand s omeone s i n gs out ' He inie ', a nd down 

cel l ar ever yb ody goes . 11 

The n i ght of I'fov ember 1 s t was lively . The sea:rch

light s p icked up enemy pl anes on many occas i ons . .ab out midnig ht 

some of the pe rsonne l we r e vrntch i ng one of t hese pl anes 

st~nding out vivi dly in t h e beams of the s ea:rchlights , when out 

of t he sur round ing darkness came a s t re am of trace:r oullets, the 

fi:rst time t hey ha d s een one machi ne at tac king another at n i ght . 

About 6 . 30 on Nove mber 9th s i x b ombs fell in the s a nd 

dune s next door to t he sani t a :r i um , c ausing casual ties a mongst the 

Canadian Rai l way '1roops loc ated there , and breaking many 

wind ows in pavilion number one . A few 1oment s lat er ano the r 

lot we re dropped , this ti:ne on the Sanitarium grounds . 1,Ios t of 
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the windows on the e xposed sides of pavilions 3 and 4 were 

s hat te re d , t he ki t chen of the Fr en ch Medical Unit ba dly 

dama ged, and a l arge wo oden hut f l attened by the concussion . 

'.I.1 he F rench s u f fered sever a l cas ual ties , b ot h in killed a nd 
# 

wou\ded , while the 1 st Canad i a n C. c. S . had one off icer 

mort ally wound ed . 

·fla jor 'v . L . lfa cl ean , surg ic al sp ec ia li st , had jus t 

completed a t our of duty wit h 36 C. C. S ., a nd wa s returning 

t o his quarter s . 11s he was a ppr caching No . 4 avil ion one 

of t he bombs l anded about f orty f e et away . He was d i sco ver e d , 

a minute or s o l ater , by Roy Kitch en . He was quic ly p l aced 

up on a s t re t c he r, and , a ccompanied by Colone l Dic ks on , was 

c a :rrie d to No . 36 C, c . S . ope r a ting thea tr e , wh i c h he had 

left a f ew minutes before . He di ed a t 2 . 30 a . m. the f ollowi ng 

day . 

ii co1:tsult i ng s u:r gical specia list described Ma j or 

Maclean ae ''One of the most brill i ant of t he y ounge1· s ur geons" . 

'.l. hough only p osted to the un i t on Marc h 18 , 1916 , he had b een 

i ntimat ely co nnect e d wi th them f or a longer per iod , _aving b e en 

det a iled to N0 • 1 Briti s h C, C. S . a t the same t i me that t he 

u.ni t ' s det achme nt had proc eeded to Choq_ues . '.C h i s , the only 

casualty t o a member wh ile s er v i ng with t he unit , was a he avy 

lo s s . 

At 1 0 . 30 a . m. on Nove mber 11th , the un i t _p a r a ded f or 

lfa jor Lraclean ' s f uner a l . 'l' hey ma rc hed to No . 36 C. C. S . 

mortua ry , a nd l i ned both sid es of the :roa d t wo d e ep . '.i:' he pall 

bearers pl a c ed the b ody i n the ambulance , and the ambul ance 

d r ov e thr oug h the ranks . '.i.' he of f icer s f ollowed . '.i:' he .i.'Bnks of 

the un it fell i u behind,, as v;ell as a pa rad e f rom No . 36 c . c . s . 

• 'i fi ri ng p art y fr om t he 9th Divi si on took post at the gate and 

p r eceded the a mbul ance to the ce me tery . 1he s er v ice at the 

gr a ve wa s conducted by Chapl a i n Tayl o1• , the firing pa rty paid 

f i n a l t 1•ibute , a nd the l a st p ost was bl own , all in a d ownpour 

of _ai11:. Colone l Da vey , O. C. Ho . 2 Cdn . C. C. S ., Ma jor B1·own , 

No . 2 Cdn . C. C . S . and .Ia j or Sc:r i,nge..c , Y. C., Jo . 3 Cdn . 

C. C. S . , r epr e2 e 1te d the Canad i an Ca s ualt y CletHin6 St a tio 1s. 

idat ron J anet l.T. Mac Dona l d rep r e e e.1ted t .0..e uni t siste r s on 
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detachment . In the aft ernoon a memorial service was held . 

Du..r ing part of the stay at Zudycoote rumor s were 

current that the unit wa s destined f or Italy , but i f t he1•e was 

anything in th~m , it fa i led to develop . A t rip of Colonel 

Dickson ' s to Ami ens c ause d f u1· t her spe c ul at ion amongst the 

ranks . But it wa s not until the s econd wee k in Nove mbe r tha t 

so meth i ng definite was forthcoming . 'i'he unit were to erect a 

winter stat i on near Ruitz , ab ou t t wo miles s outheast of B.ruay, 

and behind th~ front to be taken over by the 'anadMn Cor ps 

fo llowing t heir withd r awal f ro m Pas s chendaele . 

0ni Novembe r 1 4t h the d e tachment at 36 c . C. S . re 

joined . The unit paraded earlier than usua l on the morning of 

the 1 5th . .s s isted by 50 men f 1•o m a Labour Company , t he e quip 

ment was hand led f rom the ha nga r to lorrie s , hauled t o the 

c anal , unloaded a nd s towed on barge s . y 4 . 30 p . m. , when i t 

wa s c alled a d ay , t wo- thir ds of the e quipment was st owe d . 

Load i ng continued on th e 16th , and it was dus k before 

the pa vili ons we re cle ared . No . 36 C. C. S . p .rovided dimier 

and tea for the personnel , as well as breakfa st the f oll owi ng 

morning . '.J.'hey s et a g ood t able . 'J.'he two · uni t s were on very 

friendl y relations . The s ergeant s ' mes " of the 1st Cdn . 

C. C. S . was greatly indebt ed to ;jer ge ant cook 11 Tom11 f or eke 

ing out t h£ir army ra t ions with some spec ially pr epa red dish , 

not usua lly available t o hospitals that are not operating . 

At 8 a . m. on the 17th , the un it , les s a lor ry 

party of eight , left the bille ts an d . arche d t o the ba r ges , 

four in nu1 be.r . f hese left Zudycoote at 9 a . m., pa ssed 

thro ug h Dunkirk at noon , a:rri ved at Ber gues at 4 p . m. and 

stopped there fo r t he nigh t . 

,/hen the unit was p .repa ring to move fr om .a ub i gny 

by tra i n , one of the o r derly room clerks gave Colonel Dickson 

a long lis t of reas ons why the orderly .room e quipmen t and 

recor ds s houl d mo ve by lorry r at her than by train . Colonel 

Dickson li 0 tened s olemnl y , an d then add e d the real reas on f or 

the s u ggestion . " nd incidentally , " he s a id , "Gi ve you a nic e 

cross country trip on t he l or ry . It ' s a fine i dea . " 
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Consequently , on t he mov e to Ruitz , the orderly ro om 

equipment and two c ler ks were , a s u sual , i ncluded in the lorry 

party . i ith the equipme nt on t his trip they decided to include 

a number of things app ert aining to their comfort , s o it wa s with 

a shock they listened to the Serge an t 1/Ia jor ' s arting words : 

11 Say , it was a lucky thing that I visited your rooms at the 

l ast moment , or two beds would ha ve been left behind . " 'I'hey 

rea l ized that t he cots they had reserved fo r the lorry t r ip 

wer e now on t he barge , and that , for this t rip at lea s t,. they 

would be unable to i nf ringe on Jr . Pullman ' s patent . 

The lorry par ty , under Cap t ain Connolly , pulled out 

at 10 a . m., p icking up , at the l ast moment , a member just ~e

turning fxom le ave . fo ar Dunkir k they overtook the barges . 

Colonel Dicks on was s tanding on t he brid ge of the tug , as im

pos i ng as an dmir al of the 1rleet . He saluted as the lorry 

party cheered him on his way . 

Evidently th e main Dunkirk - Cassel ro a d was burdened 

with traffic , for the l orr i es were det oured by expoede . The 

traffic on the se s i d e roads was also heavy , and the lorries 

could proc eed only at a foot - pace . On re ga ining the Cas s el 

hi ghway many bo die s of Canad i an t roops , moving s out h from their 

Pass c hendael e ope :r a tions , were enc o.unt ered . 

On l eavi ng Cassel the count r y ~oon be gan t o t ake on 

a f amiliar aspect , a nd it wa s no t long before t he party dr ew 

up by Fort Gassion . No . 39 ~t a tionar y Hosp it al now occup ied 

the s ite, and Capta in Connoll y ar r anged to put up f or the 

night . 'J.' he site ha d been greatly i:r1proved • .i,:uch work had been 

done on the buil dings , many Ihs s en huts had been erect ed and 

the grounds decorated wit h flower beds . 

One of the party wa s ins t antly recognized by "Sophi e 11 

the sisters ' maid , and was led to the laundry room . Here he 

fou12d t he same group of laundry birl s who worked f or the 

station in 1915 . t or f i f teen minute s he answered questions as 

to t h e health of 11 Nwasee" and of al mos t ea ch individual of the 

unit , and listened to such pl eas i ng remarks as 0 Nous n'oblierons 

j ama i s la Hop ital Canad i enne" aLd Tousles 'rancais a iment les 

Canad i:a:ril.S . " 
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The f ollowi ng :nor n ing the par t y proc e eded to ille:rn , 

.called at the of f ice of the D • .L S . , and proc eeded oy way of 

Lozinghem and the out skirt s of Bruay to Ruitz, a:aivin g at n oon. 

The barges st opped f or the n i ght of Nove~be:r 1 7th a t 

Bergue s . Vlha t migh t easily ha ve b een a fa tality wa s a verted w0.e n 

Pri vat e Lian n , who sl i pped overboard i n the darkne ss , was 

r e s c ue d by Pr ivat e Chee s eman . Th i s act of cour age was noted 

in First Ar my .outine Orders of Dec ember 5th : 

"The G. O. c . wishes t o expre ss h i s appr ecia tion of 

the f ollowing act of c ourage on the part of No . bl 014 Pte . 

S . A. Cheeseman , C. A. M. C.:- At Bergues on t he n i ght of 

17th Nov e mbe r , 1917 , when a man of h i s unit fe l l off a ba r ge 

into the c anal , an d ow i n g to the da rknes s W8 S in gr ave da 11ge r 

of drowning , Pt e . Chee seman , wh o was fu l l y attired wit h the 

exc ept i on of hi 2 j ac ke t a11d cap , d ive d f.rom the deck of the 

bar ge to the man ' s r e s cue, at consider ab l e pers onal ri sk , 

succeeded in br i ng i ng him to t he sid e of t he barge where 

a s s is tanc e wa s at hand . A :record o f the abo ve will be mad e in 

the egimental Conduct of th i s ma n . 11 

The barge s left 3er gues a t 8 a . m. on the 18th , and 

stoppe d 2 ki lomet e i's short of \Ja tt en . '11 he voyage wa s r e sumed 

at 7 . 0 n ext mo1· n ing , St . Omer be ing the next over n i ght 

stoppi ng pl ace . f he convoy go t away a t 7 . 30 a . m. on t he 

20th , but at 3 p . m. was held up at • .,ir e on ac c ount of heavy 

wind . na in and wind pr e vented a c ontinuan ce on t he 22nd , and 

ad van t a ge of thi s was taken by the old - time r s , to r enew 

a c qu amnt anc es at the es t am i n et 2 , p r i vat e houses and st or es . 

'.1.' he voyage wa s :r es umed a t 8 a . m. on the 22nd , and Bethune , 

t he des tination of t he . barges , was re ~ched at 4 . 30 p . m. 
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After the Battle of Passchendaele the Canad~ n Corps 

moved south to its old positions east of Vimy nid ge and wes t 

of Lens , Ruitz, ab out ten miles to the rear, was convenient ly 

situat ed to b..andle casualties from this front . The s ite 

chosen f or the station lay in the open f i elds , on the s outh 

side of the :road etwe en : ui tz and Houchin. Bruay lay about 

t wo mile s to the northwest , Barlin and Hoeux-les - Ilines were 

sizeable villages hearby , but _u itz was t he only place in the 

unit' s billeting are a, and therefore the only pl ace t ha t 

could be visit ed wi thout a pass . To call uit z a village 

would be a slight exaggeration . 

The advance party arrived at noon on Nove mb er 18th , 

1917 . Uo . 6 Bri t ish C. C. s ., who had been on the grou.nds for 

some t i me , were well advanced in the erec tion of a winte r 

station , and it was ound that No . 4 Cdn . C. C. S . were due to 

anive s hort l y . Ground 0 r..ad be en a llotted v,ith No . 6 C. C. S . 

on the r i ght , t he 1st Canadian C. C, S. in the centre , and I~ o . 

4 Cdn •• c. s . on the left . 

No . 6 C. C. S. had e rected 26 Indian Marquee t ents 

on the ground s allotted to No . 4 Cdn . C. C. s . and these 

tents we re pl aced at t he di sposal of the "\lllit for storing its 

equipment and housing its per s onnel until such time as its 

own tent age 11vas ere cted . 'hey al s o provided the advance party 

with meal s , until t he ma in b ody arr ived. No . 6 British were 

not str an~ers to the -un it . 'l'he detachment sent to l erv i lle , ----·., .. -~~----.------.--..... _____ ~-~-... .... --... - .... 

station . It ha d also ca1·ed for Colone l .b7 ord , when wound ed . 
------- ...---~---.. ~•-,..---· ........ ..,~ ...... ~------.,.o...,._ ................ .,,.., . ....,,_...,.,.,,,,,..,_...,..,.,...,_ _ __,_,..._...,,,.,.,. 

On the af ternoon of November 22nd , f rivate Chees eman , 

havi ns left t he ba r ge en route , cycle d into ca mp , with order s 

for the lorries to report to Bethune . Two load s of equipment 

were brou ght in , unlo aded , and the lorrie s again despatched . 

'.i.1 hey retu:cned early on the morning of the 23rd , Colonel 

Dickson accompany ing them . ·orty - five lorry load s of equipment 
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c ame in during t P~ day , 45 more were r e ceived on the 24th , 

an d anot he r 36 on the 25 th completed the move . ✓ it h these 

l ast lor?ies a rr i ve d the remainder of t he perso11..nel . 

Colonel Dic kson had h i s own i deas of how a C. C. S . 

should be laid out , an d dis liked t h e idea of being squeezed in 

between two un i ts , with a narr ow f r ontage nece ssitating a 

deep an d , c onse CJ_uently , inefficient l ay out. 1-1s so on as he 

Bur vey ed the l ocat ion he went off to see the D. M. S . His 

prot est availed him n othing ; s ince the stations on each s ide 

had a dop ted the pl an , he ha d to conform to it . But Surgeon 

Genera l lfa c Phe r s on , D. D. G. 11 . S ., wh o c alled during the day , 

s omewP~t molli f ied him . He assured the Colonel that the 

l ayout would not be bl amed on him, that t he st ation woul d n ot 

have to acco rn odate more than 600 , an d tha t he c ould take his 

ti me in get t i ng it .re ady . 

Construc t ion of the station began on i ove mber 26t h . 

Be i ng a wint er st a tion , the pl a n s cal l ed f or a h i gh percentage 

of hutt ed ac co mmodat ion , . and the l ay out ne cessitated consider 

abl e di tc h i ng an d roadwork . '.!.'he me n wo_ ked s t e ad ily , but , as 

there was n o pres s i ng ne c essity of openi ng , long hour s we t e 

n ot resorted to . 

On Dece mb er 1st word was receive d tha t Or derly 

Room Se rgeant C. Vi . (Noisy ) McGill had been granted a co rn 

missi on and appo i nted Quar t ermas te r of the uu it . ~hat e vening 

the s er geant s gave a u inner in his h onour , one of the pleasant 

est aff airs t hat they had ha d for a long t i me . 

On Dece mber ';It h t he men participa te d in the Canadian 

Fe deral e l e ction , and many a member p ol l ed h i s fi tst vote . 

'Ihe p ol l ing booth was he l d i n the or derly room, and he s e nti 

ment seemed st rongly "Uni on Gove r rnnent 11 • Colonel Die ks on 

explained c a r efully to e ach man how to ma:r k his ballot: " Now" , 

he said " y ou must be careful t o put y our cros 0 ri ght between 

the t wo b l ack l i nes r i ght opposite the pl a ce marked ' 2 ' " 

Number 2 stood f or Union Go ver nment . 

On t he aft ernoon of e c ernber 11th t wo officers of 

No . 4 Cdn . C. C. S . br cug ht the information that t heir sta tion 

would anive by t r a in t ha t evening . Preparations f or b il l e ting 
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and feed i ng them were made . They were met at the station by 

a sergeant , and arrived at camp betweenaeven and midni ght . 

Christmas day was duly celebrated . In the sergeants ' 

quarters , 9 a . m. found "Rory" McLeod and rrReg imental" Brown 

enjoying t he holiday in bed . t hey were serenaded with carols , 

bugle calls , etc . 11 ev ille" didn ' t seem to do them much g ood , 

so "Last Post 11 was sounded , and they were left to spend 

Chr istmas as they wi s hed . 'l'he sergeants dined at 1 p . m. in 

a mess t a s1Bfully dec orated a la Holden . Goose , duck , dres s ing , 

potatoes , tux nips , apples a uce , carrot s , p ic kles , worcest er 

sauce, plum pudiding , jellies , nut c , r a isins , dates , apples and 

liquid :refreshments put the war far i n t m ba ckground . 1.1.'he 

men ' s dinner began a t 4 p . m., the s ergeant s s e1•ving . The 

sergeants of No . 4 Cdn . c. C. S . were t e a guest s at the 

sergeaniB' mess , and l' o . 6 c . C. s . put on an excellent concert 

in the evening , after which their· sergeant s came over f or a 

jollification. 

New Years Eve saw the opening of the men ' "' c anteen , 

ana it me t wi th L,mediate success . Due to fewer restrictions 

t han we:te usually met with in s uch canteens , it drew a consider

able cl i entele from n earby unit s . Besides pr oviding a 

comfort able pl a ce f or the men duri ng of f hou rs , it was a 

dividend payer , providing the wherewithal f or the purchas e of 

pr izes f o:r whist drives and other o:c gani zed entertainments . 

In uitz the c anteen was open f rom 11 . 30 a . m. to 1 p . m. 

and from 5 p . m. to 8 p . m. 

The great succes s of this c anteen was due in no 

smal l par t t o " Dad rr Young , the manage r . "Dad 11 , a rece nt 

arrival , in r e sp onse to a pad:re ' s question , modest l y admitted 

to working in a coll ege in civi l life . 11 .ll.s janitor?" he was 

asked . "No , " replied Dad , nas a professor , • 11 He obv i ous ly 

enjoyed his duties , and wa s probably as proud of his posit i on 

as the one he held in the class - rooms of the college . 

New Years day of 1918 was celebrateo by a tvhist 

driv e in the men ' s c anteen . This day too b:rought news that 

Colonel Dickson ha d be en me n tioned in de spatches, and on 

January 3rd the r e appeared i n orders: 
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rTMentione d i n d espat ches of t he ]held Ma rshal 

Co mma nding i n Chief of Nov ember 7th and award ed the D. s . o. 

by h is Ma jes ty t he King f or consp icuous s e r v i ce a nd devo t ion 

to duty in t he field: - Lt .-Col . Charlie Ha rold i c kson, C. A. M. C. " 

On J anuary 6th t he s er ge ants mov e d into t he i r n ew 

me s s , a small Ni ss en hut , t h e mo st comfortable quarters t o date . 

'.I. his wess i s n ot ewort!'.y i n t hat it was here t ha t Sgt . Ma jor 

- ob art met h i s Wat erloo i n s tor y - t elling . A de t ail of t unnel l

ers, under Sgt. i c ha r dson , wa s att a c he d to t he un it c ons truct

ing a dugout for us e of the s is te1·s . 1Uchal' dson l iste n ed 

r e sp e c t f ully t o t he Sg t . 11:a j ol' ' s t a le s of the Nova Sc ot ian 

lumber c amps until t he s . M. showe d s i gn s of s lowi ng up , and 

the n asked h i m i f he ha J e ver he ar d of a c e r t a i n fam ous l umb e :c 

man of Br it i s h Col umb i a . "No" , sa i d the Se r ge ant 1a jor , "I 

don ' t be l i eve I ha v e . n For fift e en mi nutes the tunneller ne ver 

dr ew b re a th ~ and l ong befo r e he fin i shed the Ser geant j.ia j or 

r eco gni zed tha t he vraff outcla s s e d . When ques tioned about a 

s t a ti onary e ng ine of a c er t ai n k i nd , · ichards on repl i e d that 

he was n eve r i nte r es ted i n one of t ha t kind, as the wat e r gl ass 

on the s malle s t one he eve r r an he l d thre e bar r e l s . 

or s c., me time pa s t Colonel Di cks on ha d be en '' swea t ing n 

on a s t aff appointment i n Engl a n d ~ Colonel Bl aylock , t he Red 

Cross Commi ssione r , had writ t en Col onel Dicks on t ha t he wa s 

sorry t o he a r tha t he wa s leaving , saying that goo d me n were 

needed her e , a nd tha t t hey were ge t ting s c arce . Evidently 

t h i s was a pr i ze d l etter, f or it .. ·as not ic e d tha t no matt e r how 

rnuc h corre s p ond en ce wa s p i l ed on h i s desk , t h i s lette r s e e med 

a l ways t o be uppe r ost . So , on J an ua r y 21st , when Colon el 

Dic ks on proceeded on l ea ve to ~ngl a n d , i t wa f.: under s tood tha t 

he would n ot re t u rn . -'Vi ith Col one l Dicks on l ef t t he l ast of 

the o:ri gi n al of f ic er s of t re uni t . 

' uit z wa s in ma ny :r e s p ec ts t he parting o f the ways . 

Dec ember 30th saw the l os s t o t h e un it of • LI . S . 1:1 . B. 

'l'y t he:ridge , who ha d j oined t h e unit on Salis bury Pl a i n . 

Offic i a l l y he wa s p roc ee di ng on le av e , bu t , as h i s he a l th had 

been p oorly of l a t e , it was arr ange d t ha t he woul d be r e t ained 

i n Engl and . He was a vet er an of the South Af:i:ic an Va r a 
' 
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jolly t ype \J i t l: a d e € _, euse of humout . It ·J&.s vrith wo .i: e thb 1 

re gret tha t hit:: c omr ad e s learned of his tr ug ic death i n Engl and , 

while s til l i n un i for m. 

On the eveni ng of :E'ebruary 7th a d inner vas g iven in 

the Ser gean t 0 ' mess in honour of Ser geant s rlowell and Papkee , 

t wo o •i g ina l s who had e en g ranted furlough to Canada , and who 

were l eavinE; the follm;ri ng day . 

On Ma rch 7th Sg t . l.Ia j or Pobart p r oc eeded o lea ve, 

wit h the unde1· s t anding that he \J ould be p os te d f or duty in the 

United ' i ngdom o:r Canada . Se r geant :iiia j or :=-'oba rt was a most 

c apa ble wa:r r ant officer , zea lous in his duty , ' nd loyal to his 

off ic er s . .,s a r a c onteur h e ,.rns un exc elled . Hi s r eport of a _ 

i ncident vras a l wa y s more interes ting than the e vent it s elf , and 

with him exaggeration was an a rt. Often he tc ok the s ti 1g ou t 

of h i s most v i ol en t 11 s tr af e'1 wit h the endi11;s "C an you lend ~ e 

-five ft a .cs until pa.yday? 11 Serge a t L~a j or s r a r ely c ome Detter 

than "Sir 11 Re igh Robatt . 

Due to t he increas i ng us e of' f: hell gas , r esp i.cat or 

drill vras be i ng ex tend e d to t r oops of oa c kl i ne a.i: eas . On 

De c e ber 23 l' d the unit rra~ g iven a de monstr ation of t he 

efficiency of ,._ he :respir at or s against gas . By sq_u t!ds t he men 

Yrn r e ma1•c he d into a hu t supp osed to be f i l led with l ac hrama 

tor y gas . af ter a five ,n inute s oj ourn the re , they car1e out , 

many wi th the idea that it 1ras a hoax . Howeve.i: , aE eac h 

stepped out· of the hut , the gss i n et r uu ·c o:r or ciered him to t a ke 

off r. i s ask . '.i.'he reup on ea c h t ea •f u.lly re ached the conclus ion 

t hat t he demons t1•ation ~vasn ' t a hoax , and that l _e ox 

r esp i rator e were ver y e f fe c tive. 

'.i.' he ene my d ispl a ed conside1: 0b l e a ctivit y in t he Dac k 

t4re a s , b ot h in t h e us e of art ille ry a n d i n bomb ing 1•a id s , but 

the l oc 1::c tion of t he un it was s uc h thut littl e of th i s a f f e ct ed 

t he i 1m ed i at e area . ne ver t he l ess , fo l lowi ..g the n ow .nore 

pr evalent pxec autions be ing t ;,ke n in ba c k areas , dugout s we re 

c ons tructed fo r the protection of the :.. i st er s , t xenc he e we1•e 

dug adjacen t to the s leep i ng qnar t e r s , and the hut s sanc. ba ged 

as p1•otection aga i nst bomb s and s hells . On the e ven i ng of 

l.Ia rch 24th a b u · st of rna c b. i ne - gu n bullets from an ae :ropl ane 



217 . 

struck the c amp , p iercing a number of t he t ent s a nd huts , and 

wounding one pat ient in t he th i gh . 

The unit ha d mad e a p r act ice of celebrating the 

anniversary of thei.r a rr i v al in I!'r anc e , each li'e b ruary 3rd . .as 

the station was to open on Feb r ua ry 1st , it was decided to hold 

this c e leb:rntion on the even i ng of January 31st . 'i"he men ' s 

canteen provided a spread to which of ficers , s isters and 

sergeants we.re i nvited , and a c oncert with unit and outside 

talent was put on . 1'ia j or Ridewood , a cting • C. , to as ted 

"The Ori g inal 38 11 , and Lt . & Q. lvI. McGill re spond ed wi t h 

11 '110 '.l.'hose who .b ollowe d11 • Of the 83 who had crosse d with the 

unit in 1915 but 38 were now with the unit . 

On J anuary 25th word was received that the station 

would open in a week . 'i'he 28 t h , 2Vth and 30t h saw the a 1•riva l 

of the nurs i ng sist ers, and the s t btion opened on 'ebr ua ry 1st , 

to re ceive on al t erna t e days wi th No . 6 C. C. S. During the 

stay at Ruitz the unit r ecei v e d but the 011'dina ry run of wi nter 

c as ua ltie s , r e taining as many light c as e s f or t re a tme nt and 

return t o duty as the limited a ccommodation would allow. 

On e bruary 13th it wa s necessa ry t o imp rovis e some 

additional accommod ation , which l e d to rat he1· a n amus ing. 

i nci dent . .1.'hat evening the 16th Canadian concert pa rty wa s 

giv ing a s how a t No . 6 c. c . S . to wh ich the unit per s onnel had 

been invi ted . Seats had been 1· es e r ve d f ot the s ergeants . 1.1.he 

o •• Ser geant of t he l "' t Cdn . C . C . ;;; . ar.cived a lit tl e l at e, 

and was gr ee t ed by the 6 C. C. S . men with " How many pa tients 

did y ou t ake in today? 11 Since no more than 75 had come in, 

he cons idered he had done his du ty by the un i t when he p ut the 

number 2 t double tha t . He felt rather take n aback when these 

6 c . C • s. s er ge ants rose t o a man and Ehout ed 11 Li a.r !". But 

he recove r ed whe n he not i ced t hey · 1e 1'e all p ointing to Sgt . 

Ma jor 3obart . 'l'he s . IVi . had given the number as 30 0 . 

On Feb r ua ry 9th a wo u.nded German wa s admi t ted t o 

hospital and the Intelligence officers obt a ined s ome important 

i nformation from h i m concerning a pending rel i ef befor e he 

realized the vs l ue of what he v1as vay i ng . The n he re f used to 

tal k . On the 11th , however, two Inte l lige nce officer s cal l ed 
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at the s tation. One was taken to t he r ece iging room, tic keted, 

put in pajamas , ha d his leg bandaged, wa s pl aced on a stretc her , 

ca r ried int o the wa rd and lifted into bed ne xt to the prisoner . 

'.r.' he wa1• d ord erlies , being i n t J:,..e dark , trie d to find out i f he 

could t alk English . t was not l ong h owever before he got 

into an animated conver s a tion with the p r i s oner . '.i'wo hours 

later the officer wa s carried out os tens i bly to be operated on . 

'I'he i nf o1·mation dealt wi th t he day and hour of a relief, and 

i t may have be en more t han a c oin c i d ence tha t t he a rtillery was 

mo?e than u su all y activ e t~2t evening . 

On 1Peb ruary 16th Lla j or ;, • E . H. :Bennett rep orted 

f ro m Engl and and assumed command of the unit . 

The spring of 1918 fo und the t r oops behind the line 

organ ized in an effort to gr ow ve get ables fo r army cons t1mpt ion . 

The un i t part icipated • .bll avai l able l and in the unit line s 

was plowed and cult i vat ed, bo t h unit pe r som1e l and patients 

participati ng in h e wor k . he cultivated area was mea sured 

and an ind ent made for enough seed p ot a toes t o plant it. 

It was calculate d by the far .. ing personnel of the un i t tha t 

mor e s eed pot a toe s were s ent for pl a n t i ng than t he p i e c e , under 

ordinary conditi ons , could y ield . However , just prior t o the 

plant ing , the unit mov ed from the a rea , and the s eed po tatoes 

went the v,ay of all good a .r .1y rat i ons • 

.A great change took pl ace on the .- est e l'11 1!1 ron t i n t he 

early months of 1918 . .fh ile t he British wer E- bearing the brunt 

of the fi g hting at the ~hird Battle of Ypres in the s ummer and 

fall of 1917, Pet ain , the New Fr enc h Commander - in- h i ef , had 

been rapidly res t ord.ilg~, the mor a l e of the t r oops , so shattered 

in the ir dis a strous batt l e s of the spring . He ha ct withstood 

importan t German ass aults on t he ;; isne .ti.e i ghts during the s ummer 

months, and had st a ged a suc ce ssful of fens iv e i n t he Verdun 

sector , and hau f ollowe d that by d::civing t he enemy f rom his 

last p osit ions on the ;, i sne Height s . 'he Brit ish had foll owed 

their Pa s s chend ae le ac tion by another in the Camb rai s ector, 

where t he honour s we r e- sl i g ht l y i n t :b.e ir favour. I t l ooked 

as if the year ha d end ed favo t1 r ably fot th e .L'. l lies . 
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But in Februa ry , 1918 the entire Russian front 

collaps ed, and t he ene my was ab l e to concent r at e a f orce on 

the West ern Front t ha t gave them a s up eriority of more than 

a quar t er of a mill ion men . The a l i es seemed the re fo re 

for c ed to r es ign themselves to the defens iv e un ti l such time 

as t he ~meric ans could appear in force . Before t his coul d 

happen however , the ene my f elt c onfid ent t]:i..at victory for them 

could be achie ved, Lude ndorff a nd Hindenburg promi s i ng compl ete 

and abso lut e victory by Autumn. 

The Ge r mans l aunched their attack on t he morning 

o l March 21s t on a front extending f ro m Cr oi se lle s , southeas t 

of Ar r as , to the Oi s e , on a f r ont age of more t han 50 mile s . 

They employed the ir new t actic s of i nfiltration , and were 

gr eatly a i ded by a thic k f og . By da r k the Germans ha d t hrown 

64 Divi s ions aga i nst the 19 Briti s h Divisi ons i n the line . 

At ma ny p oints t he defens e was completel y overrun . By Ma rch 

24th the enemy had advanc ed a maxi mum of 9 miles and t he 

situation was critic al , by , the 27th the d i stance h.a u d oubl ed 

and the outlook appeared des perat e. i y Apri l 5th the 

att&c ki ng f or c e had exhaust ed it s el f and the wea.ty Br it ish 

hoop s , wi th the s upport t hey ha d r ecei ved fLom the French , 

stabilized the line on th i s front . I t had been a tremendous 

batt le, a nd the whole Somme f ront ha 6. be en pus hed ba c k 

t oward miens , at t aining a maximum depth of 35 t o 40 miles . 

Though thi s a ction wa s too far sout h t o affect 

the un i t direc tl y , it wa s re "'pons ible f or the uni t ' s next move . 

The fac t tha t several C. c. S . ' s had been over-run on the Somme 

Fr on t l ed the medic a l authorit i es t o shi f t the : uit z gr oup of 

C. C. S . ' s to Pernes , s ome n i ne mi l e s fu rt her to the rear . 

Thi s loc a tion wo uld pe r mi t them to s erve t he same front a s 

b efore , and at t he s ame time pl a c e t hem on a ma in 1·oad thro h 

Lil le rs to Llerville and I st a ires i n tb.e ~ys Valley ~ j_ e 

c ho ice p roved v er y fo rtuna te, f or on April 7th the Lys Va lley 

· bec ame the loc a l e of t he nex t great German thrus t . 

No . 4 Cana d i an C. C. S . who ha d been er ec t i ng a 

station next d001· was expe cted to open on .i:iia rch 25 th . Enquiry 

on the early o:cning of t ha t day brought the ne ws t ha t they 
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had re ce ived o rders to move at on c e to ?ernes , sou thvest of 

Lill er s . "; t 11 a . m. Col on el Ross cs lle d , and as ked Colone l 

3ennet t i f hey.rant ed to ::10ve . The Colonel re plied that h did 

not want to move , but was ready if \!anted . 

'i'he un it st oppe d re c eiv ing at 4 p . m. on I.Ia:rnh 27 th . 

Pr epa r a tions for t he ove began on t h 28 th , an d on t he G9t h 

a n ad vanc e pa r ty p roc eeded to the s i te at the Canad i an C r ps 

Sc ho ol at ? er iles . Cn April 1st ten lorries were a signed 

the uni t f ox the :nove i:. , d the .1at er i al was sh i f t ed as fast as 

the lorr ie s co ul d ca rry out the t ask . Oft e11 t he un i t lori.'i s 

we r e the only one s a vailab l e . 

rn · pril 3 r d a telephone mes s2,ge ad vised tha t the 

unit Houl d not be loc at i ng at the C 11.ad i an Gorps 'uhool a t 

Pern e s , but that the mate.L•ia l 0 houl d be st2cked t he xe f or a 

quic k mov e . '.i'hi s newc, fo unu the station half completed , 

advantage hav irit been tali::en of ce .ct ain Co1· _ps 30nool hut s i n 

the layout . The l as t of t he pa t i ents we r e not c l ea xed f rom 

~uitz unti l .:,pr i l 7th , \' hen the ord erl y t o om r oved to the 

sc hool s i t e a t Parnes . The r oute lay through Bruay and Div i on , 

t he ,.1 hol e ,·,ays i de g ivi ng ev i dence that sp · ing ,rns at hand . 

Dandel ions , butte1: c ups , tho rns , cu:u ant ous nes , 811d c; he .rr y 

tr ees we r e in b loom. 

"~s so on as ~.o . 4 Cdi_. C C. S . had ;1.o ved , a pa:c ty of 

men be '811 e r ecti1r bell tent 2 on the il· vacate d 0 10Ucad8 iO l' the 

Uc"e of civilia11 refugee s ,tlcving out of the tl:. r ea t ened &r eas 

to the ,,: outh . On .t:1p1•il 1s t these ope.0::tions were extended 

to the 61·ou.nds be ing vacated b.Y the u it . l'o . 6 C. C. S . 

r erained iu uitz fo :r: the ti.:ie be ir15 , handl i _,; the s itua ti on 

until the mo v i· ,,. uni t s becc.me lo c o. ted . 

Casualt i e~ hano. led ·oy the u 1lt at ~-.uitz are 2h own in 

Et a tie tic a l form : 
SICK •,iCUJDED 

0 ··ficers Ot h e r Officers Other 
1fanks Hanks 

Evacuated to bas e 73 1 , 636 22 515 

Res t St a tions 1 4 

Other Hosp i t a l s 24 2 20 

To Duty 7 208 40 

Di ed 10 2 34 

Conva l es c ent s movi ng t o ne,1 site 2 

81 1 , 9 74 :..6 60 9 
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!!'Or the 66 days in operat ion the midnig ht f i gures 

show an average of 231 cas es und er treat ment . Included in 

these were a new class of pat ients - convalescent venereals , 

who acted as duty patients while und er go i ng t reatment . ~hese 

cases moved with the unit and as they were cured and sent back 

to duty, we re replaced oy others . '.!.'he work perfor med by t he 

unit at Ruitz was the r outine winter variety , no ac tion of 

i mportanc e occurr i ng during th i s t i me on t his particular front . 



CHAPTER XIX 

PBRNES 
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Pernes was a nice viilage five miles west of Bruay , 

and about 15 mi l es from the nearest point of t he front. In 

sel ecting a s ite t hus far to t he rea~ t he medic al authorities 

had taken cognizance of wha t had happened to casualty clearing 

station~ on t he f ront of the Ger man offensive of larch 21st , 

1918 . ueveral P~d been overrun so quickly that a grea t deal 

of e quipment had been lo s t , and the forced move s of many ot hers 

had c aused a s hort age of medical units when most needed . 

The unit was ordered to locate in part of the Canad 

ian Corps Sc hool , a hu t ted encampment on the outskirt s of 

Perne s . Though the unit did not get rid of its pat i ents a t 

_ uitz unt il pril 7th , the e g_uipment began to go f orward a s 

ea1•ly a s March 29 . ' aking advant age of ex i sting huts , the 

st a tion, in epite pf tr ansportation difficulties , was mor e 

than hal f completed by I,pril 3rd, when orders were received to 

cease erection and to pil e e quipment pr eparat or y f or a quick mov e . 

This move , however , wa s destine d to be one of a mile 

only . '..:'he new s i t e was i deal . It was an open f ield on the 

Pernes - Sains les · e r nes road . ~he g round ~loped gently down 

ward f ro m t he ro ad to the iver Clar enc e, here a s tre am four feet 

wid e and inches deep . Bey ond t he stream rose a goodly sized 

hill , fores t cre s te d . 

Work on the new s ite began April 7th . ;l'he men worked 

early and lat e . By April 8t h 50 ma r quee s were up , and other 

wor k was pro g:cessing as r ap idly a s the transport ation p e1• mitted , 

the t wo unit lorries and amb ul ance be ing a l l that was avail

ab le . .nS a result of the enemy at t ack of t he th , ·ia jor 

Bennet t offer ed t o open f ox wa l ki ng cas es , but the medical 

aut hori t ie s decided t hat the unit s hould rus h the cons truction 

of a fully e quipp ed C. c . S . 

At 7 a . m. on the morning of the 9t h , t he enemy 

att 1-.i cked between .a :cmentieres anci .1.,a Basse e . 'J.'he Second 'ortu

gues e Division broke , the flanks of tne ad j oining :c itish 

Div i s ions were t urned , and the enemy pou1•ed throu~ t he gap . 
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'.J.1he l i ne had g one, and it t ook a week of some of t he mos t de s 

perate f i ghting of t he war t o re s tore it to some de gree of 

stabilit y . 

During the early hours of pr il 10th t here c ame an 

urgent teleg ram to despatch t wo s ur g ic al teams , complete with 

orderlies and bearers , to No . 54 C. c. S ., at a versker que , 

near St . Venant . '-L he telegram f ound the un i t pers onnel dis-

tributed betwe en the three s ites . Iajor ni dewoo d , the s ur g ical 

specialist , was a t ui tz , the unit ambulance was in the work

shop , so it was daylight before tr ansp ortation was o t a ined and 

the part of 26 rounded up and away . 

On the mo1•ning of the 11 th c ame ano t her ur gent call, 

t h i s t ime f o:c U an sport at ion t o bring the pa rt y back . 'J.'he 

ene my had adva nced s o far tha t No . 54 C. C.: . S . wa s clearing out 

in a hur:cy . Eng ineer s had already mined s ome of the bridges 

ove r which the party 1·etU1·ned , a n were s tanding by , to blow 

them up when the l a st t roops s hould be forced ac:coss . 

No . 4 Cdn . C . C. S . had begun their mov e · rom uitz 

to the Canad i a n Corps Sc hool on I:Iar c h 25 th . .t:r..ey opened a t 

the ir new s i te on t he eveni ng of th..., 10th , an l' epo 1·t ed a busy 

night . One of thei.r f it st a d c1iss i ons w&. s a :1 e mb er o _· the 1 st 

Canad i an C. C. S . who had vis it e d ~erne s not too wi sely . He 

retul'ne d with a s evere c ut on his l eg , a nd with t he expl a iat i on 

that he was ha ving a bat h and s tuc k h i s leg through a pane of 

g l ass . ne who has had a oat h in the rench c omb i na tion of 

b edroom , bathroo m, was hing :c oorn an d dryin g room wil l app r e cia t e 

that even this was pos s ible . 

About 4 p . m. on t he 11th , word wa 0 received that 150 

case 0 were on the way to the uni t . Since no ward ;;: had been 

e quipped , the O. C. got in touch wi th t he D. M. S . and ha d them 

diverted . 

On the 12th t he Dews f rom the f.i:ont was disquiet ing . 

It ·.;tas l e arned that 1-1 rme ntie:ces , l<.istaires and l.1er ville had 

f allen , an d it wae r eported t hat e nemy c a va]cy wa s cl os e to 

Lillers . Perhaps it was this news that added a certain amount 

of g lamour and unfo1·get ablenes s to a s i ght ,witnes s e d that even

ing . l, oving north and we st , not only by roads , but acros s 
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country , over f ences , hed ges and d itches , c ame lar ge b od i e s 

of cava lry . 

The traff ic on the ro ad past the st a t ion , as on ot he rs 

wa s heavy , at times b orde1•i ng on conge s t ion . ' yclist s Cor ps 

wheeled by . St aff c ai s and d espa t c h rider·s ernle avoured t o :na ke 

he a dway , worming tJ:-i..rou.g h the s lower moving t:rnffic . '.i.' roo ps were 

being moved i n l oi ri e s , b uss e s an d cha rabancs . Even a steam 

r oll e1•, ma king in the neig hbourhood of t wo miles an hour , went 

by , beari ng the legend 11 Roll on Duration" . 

All day long r efugee s were moving westward , on foot 

and in all s ort s of vehi cl e s . l ong 11rench nilitaiy conv oy 

pass ed c a irying the ol d an d imirm. '.J.'he civil ians of Pe1•11es 

s howed muc h c oncern . '.!.'hey g athe red i n groups on the s i dewalks 

to t alk ove r the s ituati on , and questi one d t he re f ugees a s 

they pass ed throug h . 

With t he unit , t r ansport a tion ,va s a seiious p r ob lem . 

Considerab le e qu i pment wa s moved f :ro m the Cor p s Sc hool by hand 

on borrowed mac hine gun c a r ts . 1:1 t t he :reque s t of Ifo . 4 Cdn . 

C. C. S . t he unit opened f or walking c a se s a t 6 p . m. on r1pr il 

13th . 

C . C . 

n p ri l 15 th t hr ee sur g ic a l t eams re ported f rom I,o . 6 

<:l 
u . ' an d on t he 16th two f rom No . 58 c. C. S . On the 17th 

the s t a tion opened for a ll cla s s es of c ases . ~he 1 s t Cdn 

C. c . S ., No . 4 C. C. S ., Nos . 22 and 23 at Lozi ngham re ceived 

i n rotation . 

On p :ril 18th 1.<1 . W. 11'ho m rep ort ed t o t he un i t f rom 

E11gl and to fill t h e p ositi on v ac a ted by Ser geant da j or e i gh 

ob a :ct . Com.i ng into a unit that ha d on it s roll N. c. 0 l e., . '-' 

who had s erved wi th the unit ~ince it s inception , a nd who were 

undoubt e dly qualifi ed f or this r Bnk , Ser ge ant 1~ a j or '.i.'hom mi ght 

easily have pro ved unpopular, t hrough no faul t of h i s own . But 

no man could have ac qu i tted hi ms elf be t ter, and he won the 

i mme diate f riend s hip , respe ct and loya l t y of those whom he mi g ht 

have di splaced . Pos 0 e ssed of a f ine s e nse of humour , an d a 

keen sense of fa ir pl ay , he was an a ss e t to the unit a s a whole 

an d a distinct a ddit ion to the s ergean ts ' mess . 
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Ea . .rly in the Batt le of t he Lys the enem f ound his 

l eft flank pinned solidly by t he splend i d defense of Gi venchy 

and of t he l i ne t o the north of Bethune, s o t he tid e of battle 

swung northwa rd to front s covere d by other C. C. S . ' s . But 

f ro m the f i ghting to the nor t h of Bethune came to the Pernes 

g roup a variety of cas e s , Bri t i sh , Canadian , French Portuguese, 

Germans and civi lians . Sergeant Car mon iiobart , having a war d · 

of walking or tuguese un der his char ge, had his di fficulties 

added to when he d i sc overed t P.at a n umb e r of Por t uguese 

patient s of No . 4 C. c . s . had wande red ov er on a vis it , and 

decided t o camp i n his wa rd , an d pers i sted in coming beck as 

often as he drov e them away . 

On April 23 r d a s everely wounded unident i f ied 

c ivilian d i e d . Another ser iously wounded civilian , who had ·been 

brought in at t he same ti me , wa s c ar r ied to t he morgue i n an 

effort to identify him . On being c arried t o t he mort uary this 

patient was ly i ng down , but on t he r eturn ~ourney he was 

sitt i ng up on the str e tche.r. '.L'he c om 1e nt amongst a 6r oup of 

walki ng c ases , who we.c e und e1• the i mpres eion tl:1-at he had be en 

c a rr ied to he mortuary f or dead , a n d ha d t her e recovered , wa s 

most interesting . Hext day t he a rmy photogr aphe r took 

pic ttll'es of t he UEidentified deceased . '.1'he c or pse wa s stood 

against a pi le of b oxes with a whit e sheet f or a oa c kground , 

and a large cardboard insc ri bed with his a dmission s eria l hung 

ab out h j s neck . '.l' he phot os wer e truned over to t he .crenc h 

au thor iti es , in the hopes tha t ident ifi c ation mi ght l a ter b e 

made , a procedure f ollowed in all such c ases . 

Ci vi lien patients f:i:eqt1ently were l ocated by the i r 

familie s only aft er d iffilml tie s . ne sue i1 young woman wa s 

l oc at ed by her people on npril 27th . Befo.ce t he orde:rly room 

could g e t rid of th e vi si tors , the had to aua11ge , through 

Ghap l ain n r a dley , f or ner ma rriage to one Oi them , a Belg i an 

soldier , to obtain her consent in writ i ng and certi fi e d to b y 

the or derly room s t amp , and to w:rit e a lett er to the lay or of 

Per ne,s :requesting permission f or the s old i e r t o v: i:ce hi 0 un i t . 

1.1.'he civili a ns were stead ily moving back . Br u ay vra s 

shelled on .opril 21 s t , a nd che toi;.mfol began moving out . 

·, agon loads oi' fw: n i t u1• e and trncisehold effects uere passi ng t he 
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stat i on almost c ont inuously . · hos e of lesse1~ me an s were 

moving on fo ot , laden to t he i r a bfl ity . 1he s i x year old had 

a ba g s lung to his s houlde 1· s a s well as t he s i xty year old . 

On May 9th the un i t took up it s tour at 3 . 30 a . m., 

and r e ce ive d it s quo ta by 2 p . m. But los , 22 and 23 c . C . s . ' s 

at Lozing hem were shelled out , with t he r esul t thra t No . 4 Cdn . 

C. C. s . f i lled up very quickly , and the un i t was c a l led up on 

for ano t her tour from 4 to 7 p . m. The reaf ter No . 4 Cdn . 

C. C. s . and t he unit received alter na tely unt il ay 11th , v1hen 

N0 • 6 C . C. S . wh o ha d moved f rom 1uitz to a s ite oppos ite 

the 1st Cdn . C. C. S ., came int o t he game . On being shelled out 

at Lozinghem , No . 22 C. c . S. began a stat ion on t he right of 

the 1s t Cdn . C. C . S ., t a k i ng over :for t re at ment , on Liay 31 s t , 

some 1 51 of the l at t er 1 s ligh ter g~ c ases . 

On IJay 2 7th the enemy droppe d a f ew shells in Pe rnes , 

and gave the village s i mil ar a ttent ion a l most daily t herea f ter , 

t he unit r ece i vi ng s ever a l civ i lian casual ties f r om the 

community . But no 0 hell s d rapped in the neighbour ho od of the 

station , nor did any aerial b ombs fal l uncomfortably clo s e . 

But t heir· bomb ing p l a nes were f r e quent l y pass i ng 

overhea d . On t he nig ht of Lla y 31 ° t one su ch pl ane wa s loc ated 

by a s earc hlight an d s helled . tlt f ir st s i g h t it seemed to ha ve 

a small lig ht burning . Ru,t the light g1•ew b i g 0 e r , a nd the · 

vrateher s r e a.dzed t hat it .1as on f ir e . So on t he plane was 

burni ng bri skly , an d it be gan fal ling at a st eadily incx eas i ng 

angle and speed . Bu.rn i ng f ier c e ly , it shuck t he 6 .round with 

a crash , the f l ames doubl i ng in intensity and ill uminating 

the s ur r oundings f or a consider ab l e dist anc e . '.J. he ma c hine was 

a Got ha . 

-"' c onsiderab l e number of gas cases we re ad mitted 

while at Pe rnes , e spe cially during t he month of May , when 

1 ,132 c as es weie handl e d . vlostly they were of the mustar d gas 

variety , v1ith the sympt oms si :1il ar to t hose expe rienced on the 

Be l g i an co2.s t . A much s maller number of phosgene ga s cases 

we.re handled , but they were of muc h mor e s er io1,1s variety . '.i.'he 

mort al i ty in the phosgene c ases r an 2910 , wh ile mustard ga s 

s howed a mo rt ality of bu t , 3210 . May 20 , 21 and 22 wer e 
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partioulfil'ly active days in gas casualties. 

During June t here was a cons id erable e p idemic of 

P . U. O. (Py r exi a Unknown Orig i n ) c a s e s , t he f inal diagn osis 

probably being influen za . The re were " P. u. o. " s pecia l 

ambul ance tr a i ns or ga nized t o t ake care o f the e va cua tion and 

segregat i on of thes e c as es . 

On June 2n d word came tha t I!Ia jor Beri..nett had been 

ga zet t ed a Liuet . - Colonel f ro m Fe brua ry 16 , 1918 . 

Su mmer found th e unit a gain i n t e r est e d in sport s , 

b as eb a 1.1 golding premier p os ition . Ne . 4 Cdn . C. C. S . p rovid ed 

g ood opp os ition , but the un i t go t the br ea ks a nd managed to 

win all it s games with th i s s tat i on . The unit , however , me t 

their Wa ter loo in t he 4th Canad i an Div is i ona l Si gnal s , v1 ho won 

11- 3 , 1 3 - 3 , in t h e t wo games pl aye d . The te am of the 4th Cdn . 

Div . Si gnals , however , r anked h i ghly in t he Cana dian Co r ps . 

On 4a y 28th a close game wa s played against c. c. H. 

Si gn als . 111he e cor e was one -one at the end of t he 5th innings . 

'.f'he unit c ame t o ba t i n t he fi r s t hal f of the 6th , AS Gl a ab 

f aced the p i t cher a s hell l anded i n ? e rne s , a n d Gl a ab made a hit 

on the fir s t p i tche d bal l. \"int ers, fo llowe d wit h a ho me :r un , 

and t he un it 0 co:red f iv e runs b efore the inning was over to win 

6 to 2 , I t looke d much a s i f shell f ir e f avoured the batte r 

r a t her t han t he p itcher . 

On May 16th memb e r s of t he Pe r nes group of C. C. S . ' s 

discussed the hol d i nc; of a field d ay , No . 6 C. C. S . as ked that 

i t be of f icial l y a rr a nged , so a letter wa s sent to the O, C. ' s 

of the s t ations , ask i ng t ~2 t a d ele gate at tend a meeting i n t he 

uni t or derly room the followi ng fuy a t 6 p , m. Lla jor .Robert s on 

was the un i t dele ga te . 1\t the ap poin t ed hour t h e Lia .do:r failed 

to appear, ha v ing gone to the hills . '.i.1his s lip w2s t he more 

re adily pa r d one d in t h a t it wa s sp ri ng , and Tu a jor Robe r t s on 

was a y ou11g man . 'l'he spor t s we r e eventu al ly he l d on July 4th , 

n e ar t he g rounde of No . 4 Cdn . C. C. S . S:he unit succeeded 

i n wi nn i ng 23 poin t e out of a p os sibl e 48, '.I.' . B, Inkpen being 

the lead i ng point winner" fo.c the un i t . On July 1s t every man 

wh o coul d possibly be spa1·ed was permitt e d t o g o t o th1;i G na dian 

Corps sp ort s a t Tinques , an a f f a ir t ha t will long be remember ed 

by many Ca nadia n sold ier s . 
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'l'he e a r],.y s um er of 1918 saw a success ion of de s per -

ate effo rt s by the ene, y to a t t a in a vict orious decision on the 

, estern ~r ont . On the 29th of dpril he . a de his las t big 

effort i n the Lys area , but it was lla y 27t h before this b a ttle 

vas br o ught t o a c l ose . On thi2 da, he be ga n his thir d b i g 

eff ort of 1 18 , thiE t i me agai nst t h e Frenc h on the rl i sne • 

.t1ga i nst overwhelmi ng odd s the l i ne broke , the enemy ad va_,cing 

as rnuch as 1 ~ miles on the f i r s t day . It ,1as Jl111e 6th efore 

t he l i ne was stabilized . i his b a t t l e saw rl IB'ic an t roops 

c omi ng i n t o the a i n battle a ction f or t he f ir s t tLe . 

n June th the enemy s tr uc k further Horth , between 

Uoyon and J~ontdidier . Hi s succes s was less spec tacul a r , and 

his · e s erve was f as t beir16 us ed up. By the 1 2th the line ha d 

fir ed. 

..l! 'or a 011th the f ·ont v1a s quiet , while the enemy 

prepa re d f or what iVa s to p rove his la st Teat of fens ive . '[he 

attac k c ame on July 15th , t he Ge r r a n " press i n g a c1•os s the 

Ha rne . But y nov, the a l l ies h,~ d aeveloped t actics that too r 

c are of the enem , ethod of infilt:rntion , and by July 1'7th 

the initiative had passed out of Ger~an hands . 

On th i s da t e Poc h s truck a t uhateau- ~hierr y salient 

fr om the weBt . By 11 ugust 4 the sal ient 1iva s wi ped out , and the 

s cene of a ction moved aga i _ to t he Brit ish Fro nt . Surprise 

was to be an i mpo r tant >a1•t of l!'o ch ' s t actics , a nd the un it ' s 

next move wa- a part of the elaborate ca mouf l a ge employed. 

Ht 1 . 30 a . m. on Jul 29 t h t h unit r e c eived order s 

to cl os e and t pre a r e to ove i ~med i at el . he u 1 it 1;1a s to 

e~change s ites with No . 13 C. C. S . , loc a ted a t b rne ke , north

wes t of assel. On t h e 30 th the D. M. S . Fir <': t ,:,; my v i s it ed , 

c al l ed s pa r ade of t,he un it , snd thanked the f or the excellant 

vrnxk r ende r ed in thi s a r my , and the building of t wo fine C. C. s . ' s . 

O:µ t his day the les t of th e patient s Her e dis_pos ed o:f. , a nd the 

u r s e s proc eeded to llo . 12 Sta tio ary Hospi tal on the 31 s • 

On · uly 31 s t , at ? . 3 .L 11. • , the uni t v: i th t en trucks 

of e qu i pment , pr i ncipall oper ating e ,u iprnent , red cros s 

s upplies , an d vJB· •a fu r ~ itur e of un it manufactu.1•e , pulled out , 

leaving behind s re a ' pa :ct y . -~he t wo unit lon•ie s ,1 ith order l y 
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roo m, special e quipment and t h e rear par t y , in charge of 

Captain Tull , left Pernes at 8 . 45 a . m. on .n ugus t 1s t . '.t.'hey 

passed through ire , which, by t his t ime , had be en b adly batter-

ed. They proce eded by way of r ques , g r a zed Cassel, and 

e r r i v ed at r ne ke ab ou t 1 p . m., wh e re the tr a in party we r e 

alr eady at work . '.i.' he lat ter had a 1•riv ed a t s quelbec que Station 

ab out 1 a . m. and b illet ed a t fo . 2 Cdn . C. C. S • 

.A t .t'er nes t he unit was engaged i n act ive front lin e 

C. C. S . work . '.L1he stat ion was undoubted l y a model of all tha t 

a s u mme rtime s tat ion shoul d be , b oth as regar ds l ay out and 

loc at i on . Owi ng to the s ituation at the f r ont, all stations 

were r e quired t o r et a in as man y i i ght ca ses a s poss ibl e unt il 

such time as they we r e f i t to r eturn to duty . '"or thos e 

re quirin g s lightl y longe r t i ~e than a casua lty c l earing st a tion 

was i n a p ositi on t o hol d them , a bus setvice was i n a ugur a ted 

to call at t h e c. c . S .' s ea c h da 1 , co llect ing t hese c as es and 

t ak i n g them t o St . ol. ::: etaining these cases dur ing an act i ve 

peri od entai l ed consider able addit ional work . 

At ? e rnes t h e f ollowing c as ual t ie s were handl ed : 

'N OUllDED 
ther O:ffic e1· s Other 

.Ranks 1-ianks 

Evacua ted to Bas e 1 85 4 , 522 161 2 , 9~9 

'i'o Rest Stations 40 1 0 

To Ot he r Hospital s 48 1 ,160 1 0 773 

'.L' o Duty 53 904 ? 222 

Died 1 5 1 7 250 

'l1 o rneke with un it 52 

286 6 , 693 195 4 , 254 

Less f ro m ~ ui tz with un it 92 

Admi t ted at .er nes 286 6 , 601 195 4 , 254 

For the 109 days t ha t the un i t was ope.rat i ng a t 

Pe t nes t h e midn i ght f i gure s sho w an a ve rage und er t reat ment o f 

378 c a ses . 

N. S . E . Fia'Cle was awa rded the ' C. , 2n d cla s s . 



CHAPTER XX 

THE CA SUAL'.i.'Y CL EA: ING S'l' T I ON 

The c as ua lty clearing s t at ion , as it functioned on 

the iestern Front , was a unit whose special duty was to 

relieve the .t<' ield Amb ulances of their sick and wounded , and 

t ·o a f fo rd thes e casualties t he neces sary medical ana s urgic a l 

treatment until s uc h time as they c ould be evacuated to base , 

r e turned to duty , or specially disposed of . .t!'rom : egimental 

i d Pos ts , thr ough Ad varn ed a nd Ha in res s i ng Stat ions , the 

lines of evacua tion converged on the Cas ua lty Clearing 

Stations . Ey fa r the gl' eater nu ber of t he s e c asualties 

we re eva cua t e d to the bas e . ,..,rnb ula nce '.L' t s ins 1• e lieved the 
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C. C. S!s , and distl'ibut ed the c a sualties to t he Ge neral and 

Stat i onary Hosp i tal s in the back ateas . i hus the Cas ua lty 

Clearing Station was the f oc al p oint in the s cheme of handling 

c a s ual t i es , the collect ing and distributing cent re of the 

sys tem. 

By mak i ng use of existing build i ngs , or by i n itia lly 

di spens i ng with su ch conveniences a s huts , cov e red cook

houses , water and electrical installations , ducbrnlks , f loor 

boards , stretcher tr es tle s , e tc ., Casualty Clear ing Stati ons 

could move and come into a ction again fa ixl quickly . .But 

· since they were usually grouped to P~ ndle cert a i n sections of 

tte f ront , a nd in numb e rs sufficient to me e t the ordina xy 

demand s , t hese unit s wer e s eldom re quired t o move and open up 

at short n ot ice . an unexpe c te a ct io occu :aed , it was 

mor e pract ical to r einforce the pe r s onnel of stat ions s erving 

tha t particular f ront th an to move one o r mo re complete 

stations to the busy area . n a planned a ction 10ving uni ts 

were usua lly al l owed a mple time to erec t well-equipped st ations . 

Nevertheles s , it was usually a matte1· of pr ide with units to 

get the bes t possible l ayout in t he s hort est possib le t i me . 
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'i'hough some buildings could quic kly , a nd often con

ven ientl y , be adapted to the ne eds of a C. C. s ., the most 

eff ic i ent layout could be obtained by erecting a planned c .c . s . 

i n an ope n f ield . The station erected by the unit at Pe r _es 

was a fine illus tration of s uch a C. C. S., and may well be 

used to convey a p icture of the s cale on which a f ully developed 

s t ati on was O.L' ganized , and the ma nner in which it func t ioned . 

The station was e rected i n a f ield north of t he Perne~ 

Sains - les - Pernes roa d , and b2d a f r ontage of about 220 yards . 

'.i.' he f ield slope d g.r adually downward to the .River Cl arence , here 

a s t ream f our fe et wide a nd (flowi ng approxima tely pa r allel to 

the roa d . '].' his ga ve the f ield a depth of f ro m 110 t o 1 50 

yards . Into th i s a re a the s tation fitted compa ctly . 

Included in this l ayout were : 

THE HOSPI T L SECTION 

Receiving and Dress i ng t ent s : 7 lar ge hos p i tal tents , l aced 

t oge t her . 

Prepa r ation t ents : 2 large hospit al ten t s , l aced to gether and 

forming a wing t o the 1·eceivi ng and dre s s ing t en ts . 

Li g ht Oper a tive Tents : 2 lar ge hosp i t al tents, laced together 

and f orm i ng a wing to the prepaxation tents . 

Resuscitation ~ents : 2 large hosp i tal te nt s , laced together and 

near t he prepa xation t ents a nd operating theatre . 

Operating 'l'heatre : One lar ge hut , 27 x 60 ·feet . 

St eril iza tion Hut : A wing to t he oper a t i ng theatre . 

X- Ray Hut 

Splint Hut 

Di spens ing Hut 

Of f icexs I Ward : 3 lar ge hosp i tal tents , l ac ed t ogether . 

,fard s f or Ot he r Ranks : 7 •;rnr ds , e a c h of 8 la1•ge hospital tents , 

l aced t ogether . 

Dental Hut 

I s loation area : l lar ge hospit al t ent and 6 bell tents . 

ilortuary : 2 lar ge hospit al tent s , l aced t ogethe r . 
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Pac k store s - 2 large tents laced to gether 

B1anket Dump : 1 l arge t ent. 

St ewar d ' s Stores: 1 hut 

232 . 

Li nen , clothing an d e quipment : 2 l ar ge tents laced t oget her . 

~uarter ma ster ' s Sto res : 6 0 foo t hut and large t ent . 

Lamp • oom: Small hut . 

Coal Hous e . 

Electric Gener ating Pl ant . 

Jorkshop (Ca rpenter a nd Tinsmit h) 

Meat Hou0 e . 

NURS I NG SISTERS ' 

Mess Hut 

Sleep ing J,ua rt ers - 6 huts 

Bat h Hous e . 

Co ok House . 

General: 4 bell t ents . 

OF:!:!"' ICERS I 

O. C. ' s •. ua r te:rs - smal l hut 

Sle epi ng quarters - 3 hut s , 6 bel l tent s , 2 p oxc he s , 1 s mall 

s quare t ent . 

Jes 0 - 1 lar ge tent . 

Cook Hous e . 

Ba t man' s qu a rters - 8 p orc he s . 

SERGE.ANTS ' 

Sleep i n g qua 1•ters ; bell t en ts and porc hes 

Ser geant 1Ia jor ' s ,J,uarter s : 1 small hut . 

Me ss Hut 



MEN ' S 

Kitchen (F or Pat ients also) 

Mess :l'ents - 4 l a rge , l aced toge ther (:Por pat ients als o) 

Venereal Pa tient s ' Mess - 1 l arge tent . 

:ec r eation Tent - 1 extra lar ge tent . 

Cantee n - 1 hut 

Bat h House. 
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Sle ep i ng uarters - 44 bell tent s , 6 por c hes (S ome of these 

were located cl os e to t he wor k i ng qu arte rs of 24 - ho u.r duty 

men , s o they could be loc ate d quickly , n i ght or day. 

SAN IT.ARY 

Fumi ga tor Rut 

Ablut ion Hut 

Incinerators - Two. 

Latrines - 9 f or va rious di vi s ions of per s onnel a nd patient s . 

I,i: ISCELL.AUEOUS 

Or derly Room Hut 

fater Pi ping Sys te m through ou t c amp 

El ect ric Li g ht Sys tem 

Cesspool s 

Drainag e Sys te m. 

r ha apparent excessive acc ommodation f or per s onnel 

pr ovided fo~ thos e tempora ril y attache d fo r du ty , f or attac he d 

convalescents , fo r of f icer pa tients ' batme n , et c ., and could 

be util i zed f or patients , should oc cas ion a tis e f or addit i ona l 

accommodation . 

'l'hough a c hange of s ite or of cir cumstanc es a ltered 

somewhat t he di str i but ion of per s onnel, the f :O,;tlowing 1•o s ter 

of other t anks , n oted i n the spring of 1918 , may be c onsidered 

fairly t ypic al: 



Linen stores 

Baths 

Steward ' s stores 

Pa c k st o r e s and pat ients ' valuab l es 

Aen and patients ' co ok houses 

Ser geants ' cook 

Hor ks hop 

Disinfector' 

Officers cooks and waiters 

Clerks , or derly room and admission 
ro om, messengers , postal 

Dressing room 

Pre-operation room 

Ope r at ion Theatre 

X- Ray 

;dards , Day s 

Vi ar ds, Hi ght s 

Office1•s ' batmen 

nur s es ' batmen 

Stretc her Bearers 

Incinerators 

Ge neral Duties , sanitary f atigues 

i spensary 

2 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 

4 

2 

13 

9 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

75 
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While not ac t i vely engaged in their special l i ne of 

work these men were uti lize d a s occasion de mand ed . dd i tional 

men to suppl ement any of these groups vrn re provided by 

att ached p ersonnel, attache d convale s cents , or light duty cases 

in hospital. 

Casualty Clear i ng St ations usually oper a ted i n groups 

of three or more , receiving in rotation . Ord i nar ily a s t ati on 

r eceived f or a period of 24 hour s , f rom 9 a . m. to 9 a . m. But 

during active operat i ons , t his roation gave way tocne bas ed on 

casual t ies handl ed . As s oon a s one station r ece ived t he 

allo tted number , th e next to ok over . Signs on all the ro c:: ds 

lead.i ng to C. C. S . cent:re s indi cat ed to the amb ulance 
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drivers the station receiving . Someti mes the stations were 

r esp ons i ble for c hi:.ng i ng th0s e signs ; at othe r t i mes a despat ch 

rider would be detailed to wait up on t he C. C. s . ' "' and look 

after the si gn s a s di rected . 

In active oper at ions one s t ation i n a g r oup mi ght be 

set as i de to handl e walking wounded casualties . 'i'he other 

s t ations in t he group woul d then hand le stret cl-~e r c ases , v1ith 

only suc h s i tt i ng and wa lking cases a s c ame in on a c ar c arr y

ing stretcher cases . The s e gr egation of lar ge llJmbe r s o f 

walking pat i ents from t h e mor e s er io us l y vrnunded mad e it 

possible t o give the l a tter better attention than they other 

wise would ha ve rec ei ved , had the stat ion been congested with 

walki ng c a sualties • 

. fin ambulanc e , on a rr i val at a O . C. S ., would draw 

up before t he receiving t ent s • .tlft e r being 1•elieved of its 

patients , it moved on t o the st ietc her and bl anke t dump . l:ie re 

i t obtained stretcher 0 , pillows , blanket s , splints and hot 

water bot tlies , e ({ual in numbe1· to the ones comin6 in with the 

patients . This _p1• act ice of re ,, l ace msnt , fo llowed throughout 

the whole scheme of e vacuation , kept a ll units fro m losing 

their equipment a lo ~ wit h the outgo ing pa tients . 

Bea re1·s carried t he stretcher and si tting cases t o 

the receiving tents , the walk i ng :p roceeding there as well . 

He re priority was g iven severe cas es , and a sh8rp vatch wa s 

kept for shock or collaps e • .l:l pa tient , had he reviously 

passed through a medica l unit , would ha v e attac hed to t he l apel 

of his coat , or thereabouts , a wat er - r esistant envelope contain

i ng a card bearing his re g i oent a l part icular s , and details of 

tr eatment a lready ren der ed . Suc h things as anti - tetanus serum 

and the amount of morphine ad i n i stered woul d be noted . I f the 

pat i e nt was coming direct f£om his uni t , and had no s uch c ard 

(AFW 311 8 ) (Field Med ical Cs rd) he would be admitt ed under the 

direction of the admi t ting officer , and a card made out . 

Admitting clerks , on slips s e r i ally numbered a nd 

counter- foi l e d , noted the r egi a:.ent al number , r ank , name , unit , 

division , s ick or wounded clas s i fi cation , religion , nature of 
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disability . aLd the unit from whic h the pa tient wa s received . 

Since a separat e a dmission and discharge book wa s kept f or 

officers , I mpe r i als , Aust r alians , Allied r mi es , Canad i ans , 

Civilians , Pris oners of ; ar , et c ., the adm i tting clerks had a 

s eries of serial s corresponding t o e ach cl ass i fication . fhe 

s erially numbered counterfoil was p inne d on t he patien ts 

F 'i 3118 , and would be collected on his le aviri..g the stat ion . 

1'he s erially rn1mbe re d s lip , on which the admit ti ng clerk_ 

recor ded the man ' s particulars , would be sent t o t he orderly 

room , and would be the bas i s f or t h e record i n the admission 

and discha r ge book . 

Ae. the work of the receiving clel'ks was usually 

inter it tent e ven on r e cei ving day s , the duty of maki ng out 

the weekly casualty :rep ort ( .A . :E' . 36) advising the Base Record 

Office of all admis s ions and dischaiges , was delegated t o them . 

l'Juch of the work could be c arrie d out in t he :ceceiving :coom , 

many of the admis s ions being writ t en up before the s lips were 

pass ed in to the o rd erly room . 

While t he admit ting clerks were taki ng particul ars of 

iruoming patients , t he pa c k stores men we re taki ng over the ki ts 

and :t'ifles of such men as brought them in , the · pa tients ret ain

ing the cloth i ng they we:ce in, the ir gre a t c oa ts , tunic s , 

t rouse r s , c aps , boot s , r es pil•ator s and per s onal effects . Kits 

and ri f l es we re removed to t he paGk stor es , and held pend ing 

t he d i spostion of the pa tient . If he returned t o duty or wa s 

tr ans fer1•ed to another unit , his kit ac compan ied him , bu t if he 

was evacuated to bLse the ~it was s orted and tur ned in to the 

pr ope r authoriti e s . t he per sonal effects were usually 

colle c ted in a small l inen dr aw- string bag , supplied by a 

volunt a r y organization in ~ngl and heade d by Lady Smith- Dor ien • 

.1:1 sp ecially p i cke d man took char ge of t he pers onal eff ects of 

hel ples s cases . ~hes e were turne d over t o the pat ient again 

j ust prior to hi s evacuation . I f the _patient d ied , his effe cts 

we r e inventori ed and for warded to the bas e . In the case of 

off · c ers , v,h os e clot hi ng and e quipment were ne ar ly a l \1ays 

personal pr operty , al l luggage was inventoried , r eceip t s be ing 

given and a c?unter - s i gne d ~1st being .re ta i ned . 
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Ftom the r ecei ving tents t he c ases were carried 

or directed to the dre s sing t ents , usu ally a continuation of 

the receiving tents . He re all pa ti ent s wer e examined . Par t i cu

lar care was taken to s ee tha t every wo unde d or i n jur ed man 

had r eceiv ed anti - tetanus s erum. Unsuall y this was noted on 

b oth the man ' s ield Medic al Card and on his wrist or fo rehead 
I 

in indel i bl e pencil . Those whose wounds or di sabil i ty ne eded 

no i mmed iate a t t ent ion were pas~ed on to t he wards suited to 

the ir respective d i sab iliti e s . '.i.'hose re quiring dress i ngs or 

tre at ment we re at tended to , and passed on in t he same manner . 

~ 11 dres s ings were carr i ed out und er the di r ec tion of a 

me d i cal offi cer , bu t the dressing romm att endants be c ame s o 

pro fic i ent tb~t the major it y of casualties coul d be looked 

after by them with just a presc :ci oing wo rd or two fr om the 

officer . 'l'hose re ':!.uiri ng s ur gic a l i ntexvent ion We/e passed 

on t o the pr epa ration ( or pre-ope1•a t ion) tents • . vlhen 

cas ual t i es were be i ng handl ed in lar ge numbe r s , and were apt 

ro s uf fer s ome de l ay in the a dmitting arid d r ess i ng rooms , hot 

c hocolate was availab le for those who care d f or re f r eshment . 

In the dr ess ing room unusual surgic al and med i cal 

cas e s were f 1•equ ently coming to light . One man c ame i n with 

part of t he bre ec h of a gun buried in his hip and thigh . The 

p i ec e weighed 12¾ pounds . On the same day the re arrived a 

man with a sprained ankle ~ I t was ab nor mally s wollen . On 

examinirig it the medical offic e r d i s cover ed the man to have 

f l es h like India rub be r . '.fhe pat i en t could st:cetch his fa ce 

to t wice the normal wi dt h , and pull the f l esh of his sto, ach 

a f oot . He sub mi t t ed t o co11s ider L,ble research by most. of 

the unit officers , and bJ a number of out s i de medical men who 

c ame in t o view this rarity . 

In the preparat ion (or pr e - operati on ) room attend~ nts 

p repared the pa t ient for operat ion or fo r the resuscitat i on 

ward . They r emove d the ma n ' s s oile d clothes , washe d h:i!J\ and 

ma de him wa rm and comfort ab le until he coul d be taken care of 

in the operating theat r e . 
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Certain c ases, however , did not proceed direct to 

the opera t i ng theatre . i,. consider able numbe1• of cases arrived 

in such a s t ate of s hock that immediate ope .r ation was inadvis

able . These cases were pl aced in a special ward , the 

resuscitation wa r d , in hopes t hat special treatment such as 

warmth , r es t , blood transfus i on~ , etc ., woulc buil d them up t o 

a point where operative mea sures mi ght prove s uccessful . In 

the na t ur e of things , a lar ge perc entage of these c ases died, 

ei t her befor e or aft er ope.ration , though good results we.re 

obt ai ne d in many cas es . 

S.1he chances of a severely wound ed J_)er s on recovering 

were gr eat ly enhanced by early surgical inte rventi on . Extens 

ive f acilities f or t his c ould no t be incor por a ted in a mobile 

unit like a f ield ambulance , f xe c1uentl y operating in dangerously 

expos ed pos i t ions . So t he c asualty cleax i ng station early 

became the centre of ini t i al sur gic al intervention . From 

rathe r humble be gi nnings the ope r at i ng t hea txe of a C. C. S . 

grew greatly in size and effectiv eness . During active oper ations 

it was usually· convenient to have a special light oper ative 

section wher e minor operati_ons c ould be attended to . 

bS the wax pro gxes sed the system of reinforcing the 

s ur gic al s t af f of an activel y engaged C. C. S . by teams f rom a 

quiet are a uec ame highly developed . Each C. C. S. was re quired 

to have at le ast two surgic al t eams or ganized in s uch a manner 

that they could be available at s hort not ice . A te am consisted 

of a sur ge on , ana~s thetist , s ister , t wo oper ating attendants , 

a batman , three bea rer s and f our nur s ing oxderlies , with t he 

neces s ary s ur gical instruments . Speci al te ams we re also 

or ganized i n the bas e hospit a l s anQ were availa ole to c.c.s . ' s . 

On the ent ry of the Unit ed Sates into the waL' , a numbe1• of 

.~mer i can surgic a l teams were ma de available t o t he British 

Medic al units . But in sp i te of su ch r einforcements , su r gical 

te ams wer e of ten called upon to ork on a schedule of 16 hour s 

on duty to 8 hour s off , until the r us h of casual ties s ubsided • 

.t1 surge on f'L' e quently worke d two t ables . .as soon as he had 

brought an operation on one table to a point when hi s 

attendant s could c omplete the bandag ing , he t urned his attent ion 
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to t h e othe i' t abl e , .:h er e h i s at t endant-:: h· d 1)repa 1·ed unot her 

c as e f or h i m. 

Some c a s u alty cleai•ing s t at ions mad e q_-1.it e a s har p 

d i s t i nc t i on b etwe en the il• ev ac uat i on an d r e tent i on a r ea s . The 
I 

Fir s t Cana d i an C. C. S. did not f ol l ow thi s pr ac t i c e . ~t 

e r ne s t he -q.n_ it had al l of the ir s e ven l a r ge wa rd s f r o: ting 

t h e s tr eet , and paxal Jie l ing the r e c e i v ing and d r es s in6 :rooms . 

he. c l oser TTar ds we r e used f or s tr e tc her and the mor e d i s t ant 

f or walki ri_g cases . The . a j ority of t he 2e c asua l t i es reac hed 

t he v1a r d2 via t h e dr e2s i ng r ooms . Du:c ing heavy c asu a l t i e s two 

or t l:i1 ee of t he se wa r ds i ght b e s e t as i de as an eva c ua t ion 

ar ea , pat j_ent2 be i 1g ~:ent the r e di rec t f ro . t h e dre ss i ig room, 

ma rked f or ev ac uu t i on r✓ it hou t f ul' the l' exa, i na t i on by a med ic a l 

of fic e1•. I n th i 0 c as e the sdm i tt i ng of f i c e r vm s us ua l l y i n 

c ha .c ge of thes e nards . Othe r me d i cal off i cer s u ere g i ven 

c ha xge of ot he1: wa r ds , an d 1 a r ke d c ases fo ::c base , du t an d 

tr a nsfe1· a s they saw fi t . '.!.'he c a se s woul d the 1 b e d i spos ed 

of di r ec t f :c om that nai·d. 

1 he seve r e s u r g i c a l and med ical wa r ds we r e e qu i pp ed 

wi t h bed 0 , ce :r t a i n 11Bl'ds o.r sec tions of wa l'ds being s e t a side 

f ol' s u ch special c a ses as head WOornds , c hest \.' OJ.n ds , al.1d ominal 

woun ds , fra~ t u r es , pn eu~ on i a , e tc . Usua l l ; each s ur ge on t ook 

the r esp one i bil ity of t h e ,:: ubs e q_uent a t t enti orn, to c as e s on 

v hom he had operated . d os t maj or operat i ve c a ses r e ~u ired 

fro m 5 to 1 ays before being judge d C8J:) sb l e of 0e i ng evac u a ted 

without d8nger o f & s et - ba c k . Li ght s u:r g ica l and med ic a l 

c a s es we ·e u su s l l y r etained unt i l f i t for dut y , d oi nc light 

duty wit h t he unit during co nv2l es c enc e . 

The c l ot h i ng of be d pat i en t s - gr eat coa t , t m1i c , 

tr ouse1·s , cap an d boo t s , r1 e re kept und er the i r be ds i n bundles . 

Bxc ep t du ,: i ng .rus he s th i s c l ot h i nts would be dis inf ect e d , i f 

n ec ess ary , an d woul d ac c ompa ny t he ps t i en t en evacuation , s houl d 

i t n ot be a e e l'i oue c ase . Spec i a l at t en t ion \ms l)a i d' to s e e 

t hat t he patient had h i s b ox r esp i r at or . If , by any chaLc e , 

he came i n rt ithout one , the vrards kept an a va i l ab l e ::·uppl y f or 

eme r genc ies . ,, he s tl' e t che r c ases r1 e1·e f e d in the wa :c ds , an d 

the vral .. i ng ca s e__, :i.n the wards or i n a se:pa :c a te mess . 
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'.I'he wa r ds kept a brie f re c ord of all cases admitted , 

and. kept the orderly room pos t ed as to the number of ly i ng 

and sitt i ng case s ma r ked for evacua tion, dischar ge t o duty , 

tr ansfer or remaining . 

The admission and discharge books , re c ording the 

date of admi s s ion , re gimental number , rank , name , unit , 

division , religion , diagnosis , unit iransfer1• e d f:.rnm, unit d is 

c harge d to and da te of dischar ge we r e lept in the or der l y room . 

ihe info 1mation re quired f or th i s record was c ompiled f rom the 

slips s ent in from the ad miss ion tents , the ser ial numbers 

c olle ct ed from out - go ing pa tients , and sp ecial infor ma tion 

sent in by the wa r ds . In the ba ck of each book was a place to 

record the operation p erformed upon any of those patients 

listed in that pa rticular bo ok . 

'rorn the s e books were compiled many of t !'1..S da ily , 

weekl y and monthly reports re c;,u i red by t he va rious administ:ra 

tiv e offices of the a rmy • .n complete re c ord of t he admissions 

and dis cha r ges had to be s ent to the Base 1ecords Office each 

week . ~:, we ekly was t a ge return was re quired s howing , by 

divis ions , the numbers of officers and othe r ranks , s ick and 

wo unded , a dmit ted, evacuated to bas e, tr an s fer re d to othe r 

hospitals , dis c ha r ged t o duty , died and remaining . Special 

returns were re quired f or ga s c a ses , infectious , epidemic , 

deaths , burials , etc . By a judic i ous u se of th e admission 

sl i ps and counterfoil s many of these stat cm ents could be much 

more readily compi led than dLrect from the ad mission a nd 

di s charge books . 

On one o f th e wall s of the 01derly room was a 

s pecially ruled b lac kboa rd showing the s t at e ot the hosp ital , 

ward by ward , the numbers of officers and otn.e:i.· r anks , l ying 

and sit ting , for base , du ty , t:r ans fer or retention . 'I'he 

wa r d N. C . O.' s were cons t antly br ing ing this boa rd up to 

dat e . .b' rom this b oa:i: d the or ' erly room kep t the D. :I . S . of the 

Army advised of the s i t uation , a nd he , in turn , ar.r a:~ged 

for t he a mb ulance trains n eces ea r y to clear . 

At a casualty clearing cen tre one officer was usually 

appo i nt ed to act as .H; . L o. (Eva c uating ill:edic a l Officer) . On 





the arLival of a tra in he would ascertain the s tate of eac h 

station , ahd distribute t he available accommodation amongst 

them . In tim es o f a ctivity he kept in ve1• y close touch with 

the s ituation existing in all stations . 

Evacuations were carried out und er the supervision 

of an officer . In Bai lleul , l:Ia j or Dicks on, t he n admitting 

officer , had charge of evacua tions . On oeing appointed to 

the command of the unit he retained personal c harge of this 

phase of the operations , and Colonel Bennett followed in his 

footste ps . 

The or derly room was usually forewarned of the 

arrival of an ambulance train and the probable number of 

lying and sitting c ases it could a ccommodate . Theo . C. and 

the Sergeant Ma j or would be n ot ifie d and they saw that· all 

concerned were wa rned . On a efinit e inf or ma t ion 'i'a .L'ds were 

advised how many each could evacuate , so many lying and so 

many sitting , and they mad e ready tha t number . Be d cases were 

tr ansferred t o s tretc he r s , g ive11 tbar personal effect<> and any 

othe1· such thinge that would accompany them , and otherwis e 

p1•epared . '.i.'he motor a mbulanc e convoy serving the station 

would provide the nec e s s ary tr ensp ortation . On definite word 

from the E . vI . O. the pat ie nts we re loaded on the ambula icee , 

their s eriall y numb ered counterfoils collect e d , a nd statistical 

information a s t o numb e r s of l ying and s it ting , of fie ers and 

othel' Tanks , sick and wounded , supplied the E . M. O. or 

ambulance t r ain , ei the r by telephone or lorry . On each evs cua

tion a unit lorry proceeded t o t h e t .. a i n f o:r the the pur p ose 

of collecting from it an e quiv al ent number of stretcher s , 

blanket s , p illovrs , etc . acco mpa nying the pat i nts . 

One procedur e that the 1st Gd n . C. 0 . S . incol' p or a ted 

in its system that few ( if any ) of th e other C. C. S r "' . ·~ 

emulat ed , d1·ew f orth much f a vourable comment from ma iy c a llers , 

seeki ng news of wounded comr a de s or relat ive s • .i.his was the 

indexing of all pa tients at t he eal'liest poss i bl e uoment afte r 

a dmission . .ihe name , batt alion and sel' ial number s erved to 
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loc ate the record of a patient ver y quic kly . As each l ett er 

of the alphabet wa s subdivided into ten columns , r ep1•es e nting 

vowels and inter - vowel di vis ions , the index ga ve a t he or et i cal 

ad van t age of 260 to 1 in looking up names . \lith the index 

one could say quickly whether a man had passed through the· 

C. C. S . or not , wit h in any de •init e pe riod of t i, e . ~earch

i n g fo.r one name in a thousand was not so good , a nd anxi ous 

inquirer s we re apt , i n rus h t i .ne , to receiv e scant courtesy 

from some deluged n . x D. clerk . In the .readdressine; of 

patients ' ma il the l ab our spent on an index vm s repaid many 

times over . 

In a ddition t o paitients ' records , t he orderly room 

c arrie d ori , under the comma:1,Qing officer , adjutant or company 

off icer, consider able a dm inis trat ive work in connection with 

the pat i ent s . In addition t o this there were t he administra 

tive ciuties com on to all unit s - .records of JJ e r s onnel , 

discipline , pay pa r ades , order s , leave , etc . 

The orderly officer , a tour of duty usually from 

9 a . m. t o ~ a . m., exercised , under the O. c., g e nera l super 

vis i on of the camp . IHs duties ke pt h im.within the c a mp 

and necessitated da ily ins pections , in company wit h t he 

orderly n. C. o. ' s , of all faci liti e 0 including s anitary 

annexes , pantries , outhouse s , mortuary , cook- h ous es , me a t 

hous e, men ' 0 quarters , men ' s an d pat ients ' meals to hear 

complaints , e t c . He wa s on c all for emergency c ases in wa rds , 

and usually s lept nea r the s erious wa r ds . mportant ma tters 

were rep ort6d to the • C. i n writing , while minor ma tter s 

were taken up ver bal ly with the O. C. or orderly N. C. O. 

The g_ uart ermaster end his depart me nt had many things 

falling und er their jurisd iction - r ation i ng , clothing , 

equi pp i ng , tr ansp ortation , f i re prot ection , heating , lighting , 

c ook-houees , laundry , d is infecting , etc . '!'he shelling of 

railhe ads , s idingf:: . etc . made it a dviasble to scatt er supply 

st ations as wi dely a s pos s ible . Conse ~uent ly rations , 

clot hing , fuel , ordnance , etc ., ha d fre quently to be p i cked up 

fl•om widely scatte red p oint s , keep i ng the tr ansportation 

f a irly busy . 
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Contr ar y to public belief, ec onomy wa s rigidly 

practised . ·v\Ti lful (or even thoughtless) was te hrought down a 

heavy ~~nd on the culprit . l ew metho ds of economy were put into 

effect as the war progressed , and as t he necessity became more 

appa rent . In the orderly room correspondence was singl e 

spaced , and onJ.y as much of a sheet of pa pe r a s was required 

vrns sent out . fow paper was used only when the suppl y of blank 

backs or disused f or ms ran out . And (sha des of red tape ! ) 

even the complimentary beginni ngs and endings of official 

correspondence we re practically eliminated . 11 I have the honour 

to be, Sir , your obedient Servant 11 was economized into its 

gr ave . Envelopes were us ed r epeatedly , a new st icker on the 

flap being used as t he ba se of a new address . 

Subs titutes were continually being f ound f or ex

pens ive or s c anty medic al and surg i cal supplies - picric acid 

i nstead of iodine , mos s bags i n pl ace of cot t on wool, cresol 

i ns tead of chloride of lime , etc . , wherever poss i bl e . nll 

was te f at (dripp i ng) was sal vaged . l!'or this t he unit r eceived 

fro m army sources about one - hal f of it s market value, the f unds 

being used f or t he b enefi t of t he un it . All cinder s were 

saved an d screened for burnable particle s . Tins containing 

solder were separ at ed and s ent t o centres where this could be 

recovered . ~oollen and linen disc a rded c lot hing , waste , etc ., 

wa s sorted and turned in . v{orn out leather ·boots wer e s ent 

to the base where they could be repa ir ed or cut up into 

laci ngs . Eve n newspapers were collected and sent in to baling 

s t a t ions t o be eventually reconverted i n to newsprint . 

In addi t ion to the wor k perfo r med i n the i l'. own 

spe ci al sp here , t he padres wer e a valuable as set to the unit . 

Not the leas t of their s er vices was that of l et t er -writing f or 

the helpless . Fre quently the padr e wa s the one who tr ansc rib ed 

the pat ie nts ' l ast me s sa ge to t hose at home . Each padre saw 

especially t o those of h i s own deno mi nation , but t hey were 

al ways a vai lable t o all men . '...'he padres took an ac tive part 

in the or ganization of entert ainments , in recre ational oa t ters 

and unit f esti vities . '.1: hey ac t ed as unit cens ors , a duty 

someti mes per f oi med too consc i entious ly f ot some uni t members . 

A padre , but recent ly arrived , knowi ng that place names in 
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.i!'rance were f orbidden , was s uspicious of "Echelon11 • He want ed 

to know i f it was in Fr ance or ~ng land . 

Ther e coul d not be to o much rigidity in the routine of 

a C. c. s ., f or a too rigi d syst em would break down under pres

sure . Ther e were s evex al s afety valves tha t helped a station 

to carry on th:c ough period s of heavy casualt i es . In normal 

times light cases would be :cetained until suffic iently :cecovera:l 

to return to duty . bll patients woul d be de l oused , bath ed and 

have their clothing dis inf ec ted befo xe b eing evacuated to base , 

dressings could be changed as fre quent l y as advisable, and much 

attent ion given each patient . But in period s of st r ess light 

c as es would not be ret ained f or long period s , all pa tients 

could not be bathed and have t heir clothing di s i nfected before 

evacuation , lightly wounded cases mi ght be pas sed t o base with

out the i r injuries being re - dr es 0 ed , while cert a i n unit 

undert aki ngs could be di spensed with unti l rout i ne was at t a ined. 

In addi t ion , c . C. S.' s on ac tive f .1• ont s were quickly reinforc

ed f rom quie t areas , by l ab out men or by sp ecia l det a ils . 

Another safety valve vrn s the lengthening of hours of duty f rom 

1 2 up to 24 or 36 as t he situat ion called fo r . 

But i t was the co-operation of t he pa tient s themselves 

t hat was the f inal f actor in al l s ituations . 1hey a l ways helped 

to the best of their ab ility , and seemed t o appreci ate any se r 

vice, big or l i tt le . Ea rly in 1ar ch , 1915 , t wo pat i ents , each 

with an arm i n ·a sling , walked over t o a tap , and one of them 

said: "You wash me , and I ' 11 wash you . 11 Other patients , not 

wai t ing f or or derlies t o ca r ry them , wi ggled down- stairs on 

theix buttocks , step by st ep , l abor i ously keep ing the ir bad ly 

frost-bitt en i' eet from c ont ac t wit h the steps . .1'hat spirit 

of helpfulness endured with t hem to the end . 

Autho:ri tative boo ks on the s ubj ect of cas ualty 

clearing s tations P2ve be en wri t t en by medical and sur gic al 

men in positions of authori ty and wel l-versed in the ir subjec t . 

the f or ego ing desc r ipt ion i s nei ther detailed nor aut horitat

i ve . It i s s olely meant to c onvey to the casual r ead er of t his 

story an i dea of the nature and t he amount of work involved in 

const ructing and oper ating a C. C. S . 
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In nThe Tale of a Casu al ty Cl ear i ng St a ti on" the 

author reveals a certain feel i ng of :re l uct anc e on the pa! t of 

the i r off icer s in acced i ng to a s u ggest i on that nur s ing 

Sist e1•s be ut i liz ed in t he i r c asualty cle aring st a tion . Huch 

of the i r r eluctanc e . however . was bas ed on the c ha otic con

ditions ex_isting du1•ing the fi:rnt months of the wa r . So i t 

was t hat l ate Novemb er or e ar l y Dec emb er . 191 4 , f ound urs i ng 

Sisters ser v i ng wi t h t he ir uni t . 

But wi th a stabili zed f ront , the h ospital p has e of 

a c l earing stat i on became as important as t he c lea1•i r1g p.h ase . 

I n the ope:rnti ng 1.• oorn , and i n the s erious s ur gical an med ical 

w~nds , the h i ghl y specia lized t r a ining of the Jur s i ng Sis t ers 

made them not only i nvaluable , but indispens able t o the best 

results . 

Of t he un it s i sters , i t c an be sa id : "The came , 

they saw , the y conquered . " But like thos e Brit i sh p ioneer s , 

they ha d f i rst t o conquer prejudice ~ i n this case , 1ot of 

the off ice rs , but of the wa rd H. C. O' s and ord er li es . 

'J.'he orderlie s conceived one b i g objection t o t he 

Nursing Sisters . They felt that t o be otdered a round by a 

woman reflec t ed on t he ir d igni t y as a male . l or did the fact 

that they p ossessed but a rough knowl edge of nurs i ng , and had 

to obtain p rof ici ency through t he teachings of the s i sters , 

make it eas ier f or the·m . But the matter of d i gni ty on thei r 

part wa s quic kl y f or gotten . It d i d not take them long t o 

realize it was much pl easant er t o take orders f rom an attr a0 t 

i ve l ursing Sist er tha n it wa s t o t ake otder s f ro m an N. C. v . 

whos e attrac tions they never could s ee . 

'.!,he wa rd H. c . O. ' s , howevet , had two d igities to 

cons i der , no t only t ha t of being a male , but that of being an 

N. C. O. For a while they were much concer ned as to t he 
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div ision of authority and r espons i bili ties i n t he i r wa r ds . 

As t o the r espons i b iliti es , one N. C. O. early 

r eac he d a concl us ion . "Every t ime the O. C. i nspects my wax d 

an d s1ee s t ri i ngs shi n i ng , he s ays , 11 .A h . Goo d morning , Sist er • 

.A lovely clean war d you ha ve thi s moxning . 11 But every time he 

vis its it , and t h e waxd i s dirty, I get hell . '' He was c e xt a in 

tha t t h e sis te r was res _p ons ible f or t he wa r d whe n i t wa s clean , 

and that t he I . C. o. was r es pons i ble whe n it wa s othe r wi s e . 

But the exact division of au thor i ty i n t he wa r ds 

was a mat t er of mor e c oncer n . nrt i s rap i dl y co mi ng t o a head " , 

sa id Trefry, i n r eferring to the s i t u ation i n h i s ward . It 

c ame , a n d t he s t or y of h i s c ap itual t ion may be tol d by a couple 

of rhymes , wr itten at t he time , wh ich throw much light on t he 

whole s ubje c t of how t he Nursing Sis t ers c ame , s aw and conquer ed . 

'l'hese rhyme s a re r epr od uce d elsewhe re in thi s boo k , 

but her e it suf·fices t o s ay t hat t he f ir st dealt wi th t he 

general .r ep ort of condit ions i n t he ',Ja rd a s br ought t o t he 

s er geant s ' mess by t he various me mbe .r s , and 'i'r efry ' s own parti c

ul a r review of t he s ituation . 

'l'h is co mpos i t ion had d ef i n ite r e s ults . 11 1, rt" Walton 

to ok great ple a sure in r ead ing i t to t he s isters, who pl ac ed 

the blame of aut horsh i p up on Tre f ry . 'l1he sisters p ro mi sed 

r e ve nge. .t1 very short time l ate r one of t he(n f ound he r s elf in 

a pos i t ion to co nv i nc e '.i..' r e f r y of £ nurs i ng s i s ter ' s power f or 

e i the r good or evil, and d i d much to bring ab out hi s f inal 

c ap itulation . '.i' he s econd of t he comp ositi ons , abo ve r efe r red 

to , deal s with this phas e . 

After c omplet e s ubmi s sion to the rule of the s i s ters , 

the next and most n a tural s tep on the pa rt of the othe r r anks 

was t o " get in goo d" wit h them. St a ff Ser ge an t Burnett g i ves 

a ~i ttle i llustr at ion of how s uch a s tep may be ac complished . 

He chanced t o be i n t he s t eward ' e s tor e e: whe n one of t h e 

nur s ing s is t er s c ame in wi th a b i g t in ket t le , v1hi ci1 she wi sh

ed to have me nded , as it was leaking ba dl y . 11 I c an ' t get thi s 

fi x ed fo r you , sister n , sa i d Papkee, 11 the re i s n o one a round 

who c an s older it • 11 

n 1,ri;y fool c an do itn , t he s i st er i nf or me d Papkee . 



247 . 

It was too good an opportunity for Burnett to let 

go by . " I can sold er it for you , s ister'r, he volunteered . 

In all s er i ousness, ho wever , the pleasant relat ions 

between the sisters and the other r anks of th e unit c ame 

easily. It is difficult to pD~tray the hi gh esteem in which 

ma ny of the sis ters were held by the other ranks of the unit . 

IJ.1ha t t his feeli ng wa s r eciprocated is evinced by the :f:'ac t that 

long after s ome of the sisters had left for ot her units , many 

of the orderlies , and s ometimes the whole unit , were being 

1ememb ered by gifts of cigarettes and other comforts . To 

recall the names of but s ome af the highly esteemed siste:cs 

would be unfa ir to many othe rs who held an equally high place 

in the affections of the un it . 

But no one of them c an object i:fi lforsi:ng Siste r 

Janet McGre gor LiiacDonal d be singl ed out f or special men ion . 

She was so preeminently a sister o t he unit . She c 1:.1 me to the 

un it on the 10th of June , 1915 , and remained f or a period of 

s ixt een months . It ne eded only the time necessary to become 

ac qua inted with her t o wi n the heart s of the vvhole unit . Her 

orderlies vrnre "her boys" , and she could see ill in none of 

them . If , when duty was light , one of her orderlies s eized 

the opportunity of catching a few minute 2 sl eep , his atte nti on 

mi ght be c alled t o a possible derilection of duty by awakening 

to find that his face had been blackened , but as these were 

the only black looks he ever got from her , she wa s :ceadily 

forgi ven . She left on t he morning of Oc to ber 8th, 1916, and, 

in spi te of the fact that qui te a number of office.rs ha.d 

gathere d to see the nurses off , Sist er MacDonald was content 

t o spend her l a st few minutes , the centre of a humbler but 

larger gather ing , bid ding goodbye to he1· boys . 

But it was "au r evo ir" and not" goodbye n , for she re

joined the unit at AUb i gny on June 4th , 1917; and though , owing 

to bre aking camp , she was temporarily detached t wo days lat er , 

s he jo ined again at Oost hoek, on June 29 , 1917 . A s Jiu1•sing 

Sister- in- c r_ a r ge, and later as Acting Ir:a t ron, she rema i ned 

another s i xteen months to the f ina l s tage s of the v1ar, leav i ng 

t he unit at Agnez-les - Duisans on October 27th, 1918, just 

be f ore the Ar mistice . 
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Wit h sisters l ike these, i t i s not difficult to 

see why bot h N. c . O. ' s and men f ound i t easy to c arry on 

und er t heir s upreme rul e , and yet f eel that t hei r di gi nities 

aa rJ . C. O. ' s and ma l es of the sp ecie s wel'e being f ully pre

s erved . 

LE_ VE 

One of the phases of a r my l ife t ha t occupied a 

very s mall percentage of a man ' s time , ye t a very l a r ge 

percent age of his thought O wa s 11 leaven . 

Of the ot her ranks who s erved with t he unit in 1r ance 

and Ger many f or s l i ght l y mor e t han fo ur yea r s , most managed t o 

get as many as t hree s even- t o- f our t e en-day leaves , to r1gl and 

or Paris . Some , however , had to be c ont ent wit h two . 

1he of ficers , though bett er pro vided f or, r ecei ved no 

such generous treat ment as two ns ur plus" off i cers , temp or a r ily 

att ached to t he un i t and ,ho had oe en out f rom Engl and just t 10 

weeks , expected . ~o the ama zement of the s t aff , they came to 

the orde1•ly room and as ke d tha t t heir name s be submit t ed f or 

the re gula r monthl y leave. I t app ear ed that in Engl and they 

got a short l eave thus f r eque ntl y , and t hey wer e di s c oncer ted 

t o f ind that the s cale in r anee was les s generous . 

Initi al ly , the order in wh i ch men of the uni t went 

on l eave wa s a r ri ved a t by tak i ng various fac to rs i n considera 

tion - re l a t i ves in ng l and , r ank , conduct she et , avai l abi l i t y 

and t he al phab et . (It is di ffic ul t to estimate to •vhat ext ent 

t he a l phabet r uled the l i fe of a man i n t he a r my . ) Onc e the 

or i ginal per s onnel had oeen gr ant ed leave , the pr ec ed ence f or 

l ate i: leave s wa s us ually a r rived at on a chr onol ogic al basis , 

modi fied s omewhat as to the avai l ab il i y of a man f or le ave . 

It was i nconvenient to grant l ee. Ve t o c e r t a in key men duri ng 

busy pe r iods . 

dhene ve1• t he D. lJ . S. asked f oi.' a l i s t of members 

who had not had l eave f or a st a t ed nu:nb er of months , cans id er 

abl e i nt e r est wa s aroused amongst t hose i t nearly concerne d . 

Usuall y , about t he t ime they had res i gned themselves t ot he 

belief that it was jus t ano ther f al se alarm , one or mor e of 
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the m wpul d b e s ummoned to the. office with the word that their 

var.rants had arrived , and fr e quently to find t ha t they had 

only s o much time to c a tch a train . 

On J nuary 28 , 1918 , the unit being shut down , the 

ord er ly room s er ge ant took h i s own good t i ~e in getting to 

the · off i ce and opening the ma il. Con s e quently , Serge ant 1:.::a j or 

Robart 1•eceived bu t thirty minutes not ice, a nd he wa s s o 

wrathful that he los t seve ral of them i n t e l ling this delinquent 

what he thought of him . 

~he rout ine of proceeding and r etur ning f rom le a ve 

var ied but little , though the cond i t ions migh t var y s omewha t 

accordi ng to the s eason . 1ny s~e c i a l tr i p mi ght be typ ic al of 

the othe rs . ii lvia rch orning of 1 91 6 f ound lea ve me n ass em·oling 

at Baill eul stat i on as arly as 4 . 30 a . m., t hough the train 

would not s e t out fo1• the base un ti l "6 O'-' c ock . a s s enger 

c ca ches of the s eparat e compartment t ·pe .fl l ' ovided the ace omrnoda-. 

tion of thi s parti cul a~ t r a i n . 

Bro ug ht toge t he r on the se leave tr a ins were r ep resent

atives of a ll se1•vi.:; e s , and a. mot l ey of unit s . Chance gave one 

his c ompartment companions f o1· the .~ourney . On s uch oco.asi ons 

the occupant s los t the int i macy of the n ane they held in the ir 

own un i t s , and became companionab l e and mentall y no_ted t o e ach 

other as the 1 . 1 • Cor p oral , the h • S . C. Se r geant an the 

Cheshire Private . 

On this part icular morning , into one sv-ch c ompar t ment , 

the1'e scrambled at t he l as.t moment, two priva t e s fl'om the 1 s t 

Cdn . Inf . En . Jus t r el ieved from the tr en ches , they had found 

warrants awaiting the m, had t:rekked the necessary fifteen miles 

to the train , still in their grimy clothe s . 

the whole way t o Boulogne . 

~hey sl ept ne ar ly 

Seven hundred le ave me n de t r a ined at Boulogne on 

c ompl et ion of this trip . I n comp anies of 100 the y we re marched 

to the Expedit iona1·y Poree cant ee n , where ti.ne was allowe d to 

make pur chase s , food be i ng the pa ramo unt 1'equ irement: ~he 

compan i es r eformed , and it was l earned that the le ave b oa t was 

not the i mmed i a te destination , but tha t a v isi t to t he rest 

c amp was in o:-cder • .At the r est c amp the par ad e wa s dismiss ed 

until midafte rnoon . 
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~t 3 . 45 the~ e was a fall -in. ·,;;lier showers had by 

now given way to steady ra in . The camp off icial who c~~d the 

parade seemedr to be wa iting wit h s uch an air of expectancy, tb~t 

the ra i n did-l i ttle - to dampen the spirits of the men , all 

believing tha t s omething was just on t he ver ge of happening . 

Finally , at 4 . 15 , another camp off icial appeared on the scene 

with the disappointing v ord that t he parade would s tay in camp 

that night , and t hat an extra days l eave would be granted . 

' Five sergeants were appointed to e ach company to 

c ar ry out arrangements for bil leting and rationing t he men . 

Ten men wete allott ed to a tent , and one man f rom each was 

s elected to draw rations , and another a bl anket ap iece . It was 

now r aining heavily . 

The fi ve s er geants of one company uecided t ha t a 

blanket wasn ' t worth the risk of getting lousy . ~his they 

re gret ted , when on the c losing of the c anteen , t hey returned 

to their ba rren tent. By now a gale. was blowing . n their 

overcoa t s t hey tried out the floor - boards , but rarely ~tayed 

v:ri t h them long . Benumbed hand s and feet f orced all to alte r

nate the se pe riods with gymnastic exercis es t hroughout t h e 

n i ght . };1.iorning, with its cessa tion of rain, was app1•ecia ted . 

This second aft etnoon the pa r ade was again infotmed 

they would be s topp i ng the night , and a chit for an extra 

day ' s leave was gr anted . ~his n i ght a l it tle manoeuvering 

broug ht the s er geants a lit t l e bet t er t ~~n thr ee blanket s 

ap i ece . '.1-1 his ext r a comfort off s et the risk of ve r min . iiany 

t ents c ame down during t h e night , but i t was c alming r ap idly 

by morning . ..ifter s eeing t o these , and t he turning i n of the 

blanket s , this pa rticular lot of t r oops ma rc hed off to the 

le~ve ooat . She sailed a t 9 a . m. and those proceeding to 

Lond on r eached t here shortly a f ter noon . 

London wa__, t he Iv ecca of the unattached Col onial on 

le ave in England . On leave a man , except in the matter of 

behavior , was a lmo st entirely on his own , and s pent hi s leave 

according to hi s own inclination . But there were two phases 

of leave that mi ght be cons idere d common to the ma jor i ty of 

Col onials on leave, and therefore per missi ole t o t ouch on 

lightly . 
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London wa u a mine , fabulously rich in historical 

associations . Jany of these assoc i ations stretched to the 

far corners of the Brit i sh 'mpir e . Shrines like i est mins ter 

Abbey and St . Paul ' s Cathedral made the past more vividly pres ffi1 t 

than, could any elabor ately planned pageant . He re an ong the 

hallowed dead the hal -real pa ges of history seemed surprising

ly to live . Once again Holfe bat tled on the ' l ains of 

Abraham and Cromwel l rod e with his Ironsides; once more 

Wel lington faced l apole on on t he fi eld of vlat er loo and I,elson 

hoisted hi s f amous signal . 

Secondly , there was "theatrel andn . Its lights , its 

l aughter and i ts mus i c d i d mo re than suffice fo• the moment . 

·1en c ame back f 1.' 0m leave hummi ng its tunes , sing ;i.ng its s ontS s , 

and with the memory of hour s well s pent . 

Barring those neart - searching farewell s of Victoria 

Stat ion , the :be turn journey was much the same a s the one to 

England . Shortly after "1.I1ake Me Back to Dear Ol d Blighty'' 

became popular, the crew of one leave boat go t hold of this 

record . On the return journey to Fr ance it app eare d to be 

their favor it e record , and , like sal ·t in a wound , dr ew roars 

of prot est from the r e turni ng tr oops . 

Us ually one ended his l eave with an all - night ride 

on a s l ow train , and probab l y hal f I rozen in cold weather , 

followed by a s horter or longe r walk, f i.' om the railhead to 
( 

his unit· . Very likely he would a rrive bac k f eeling quit e pre -
1 

pared f or a good 24 hours ' sleep . I f s o , he wa s apt to be 

greeted in much the s ame manner t hat one member of t he un i t 

wa e greeted by Sgt . l,ia jor Robar t: 

" Hey , you . J·us t tbe an I ' m looking fot . You 

haven ' t been doing anything f or a week . I ' ve got .just the job 

for you . 11 

KINKS IN 'l1HE REC OROS 

Every effor t was ma de to keep all records a s 

accurat ely as possible , but errors oc c as ionaly occ urr ed . 

Periodically and at t he end of every rush a phy s ical check 

of the patients i n hos pit al was mad e aga i nst t he bo ok records , 
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and the war d r ecords vrnre consulted to ac e ount f or any 

di fferences . f,ios t of the public have , wi t hout doubt, en

coun tel'ed one 0l' mol'e of the many t a les of men who have been 

r epo rted kill ed in action or died o f wound s , and who eventually 

t urned up , alive and wel l . 'l'wo unus ual oases of a mix- up in 

the records are given to show how easily s uch things may occur. 

lD~ing the Bat tle of Vi my Ridge the 1st Canadian 

C. c. s . f ound it s elf c al led upon to handle within 30 hours 

and without resp ite over 1 , 300 c a ses , about 1 , 000 of t hem 

stretc her cases . 'i'he bulk of the se were concent rated in a 

pe riod of a few hour s . \/hen the walki n g cases were be i n g 

e vacuated t here were ins uff i cient st aff me n p re s ent to check 

the operati on ca1•efully , and a number of .ralki ng case v 

crowded on the amb ulances without hav ing sur rende1•ed the ir 

seria l coun terfoil . i hings having quiete d , on npril 14th the 

othe r ranks in hospit al were checked aga ins t the h . & D. bo ok , 

and it wa s f ound tha t 24 were mis s ing . '.J.'hes e we re noted in 

t he .A . & D. book as nP:robably Ev a cuated to Base 11 • Oh npril 

1 6th , the pat i ents being st ill further r educed in numb ers , 

ano the r chec~ was made , includin g , this t ime , off icer patien ts . 

'.110 t he dismay of the .; . & D. clerk , the hos_ital 

contained the name of a n of f i cer , who 11 as s hown on the books 

as '_a vi rJ.e<; d ied at . 30 a . m. on t he 14th , t he re p ort of the 

death havi11g been f o:r wa :r ded to the War Off ic e . IJ.'he office 

r ecord wa s based on the fact t ha t the chi ef ward - master had 

tuined in t he o ficer ' s •ie;ld i.Iedical Card endol' sed as having 

died a s sta t e d . '.i.'he • • & D. c le:rk p roc eed ed to the officers ' 

wa :rd and a s s ured hims elf that t he officer was ver y uch 

( though inconveni ently ) alive . He also found the officer' to 

be in p oseess ion of a field medical card t hat had b e en mad e 

out i n the wa 1· d , showi ng th at t he o:r i g inal had b e en lost . 

'.i.'he or i ginal medic al card had been turned in fr om the crest 

waYd , a nd a vis i t the re reve ale d t ha t a pat i ent had been 

admitted there bearing the officer' s f ield medic a l c a rd , and 

had been s o r ec orded . 
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I t was now a question as to the i dent i ty of the 

dead man . il. s he had ax.rived in the chest ward d irect from 

the operating theatre , it was presumed t ha t his f ield ere die al 

car d had been lost there and that the off ic e r ' s card had been 

affixed to him in error . 1.11he fac t that a s ur geon f 1•e quently 

alterna tes ·be t ween t wo tables , f i nishing one c ase wh ile his 

assistants are _preparing an ot her , made i t a l ike l y spot where 

s uch a mi xup in med i c al c a rds might occur . 

I t wa s reasoned that the dead man must have been 

one of the 24 marked of f as 11 probably evacuated to base " . Of 

these it was found that only two had been admit ted on the same 

day as the of f icer , thus likely t o be t he only ones who woul d 

have be en in the oper at ing t heat re at the same time as the 

off i cer . ~ortunat el y the dead man had not been bu.c i ed . .A 

vis i t to the mort ua r y reve aled t hat only one of these two " 

had been ad mi t ted wi t h t he s ame wounds as the co r ps e . The 

identific ation wa s further checke d by exa c-1ining the man ' s 

personal effects and f i nd ing am ong them a phot ogr aph eas i ly 

i den t ifiable as hims el f . To avoid all chanc es of error , the 

man ' s unit was not i f ie d , and they f urni shed positive 

i dentific ation . 

In Septembe1• 1919 a pat i ent , who was admi t t ed un

concious , died without r egaini ng concious ness . Hi s f i e l d 

medical card bore the name •and pa rticul ar s of one Vir i ght .• 

The i den t ity di s c p i nnEd t o his shi rt bore the same name . 

On the ot her hand , his pe r s onal effec t s , letter s , payback , 

etc ., b ore the name of Shar pe, the same regi ment , but a 

differ ent re gi ment al numbe~ . A pa tient from the same r egiment 

t hought tha t the b ody was that of Sha r pe . Thi s pat i ent , 

howe ver , was a recent reinf o1.• c ement , and was not positive of 

hi s i dentif ,cation . '.i.'he quest ion of i dent it having come 

to the att en t i on of' Sgt . Ma j or r.i hom, he ass embled the f act s , 

and pr es ented them to the o rd erly roa n, with the conclud i ng 

re mark that the or derly r oom should be "shar p tr enough to f ind 

out which i s "r i ght" . 
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1he Bat talion in quest i on was consulted . In res ponse 

Sharpe visited the unit and ident i f ied t he body as rrv right" . 

The t wo vrnre to gether when v :eight was wounded . Their : egiment al 

M. O. ha d to cut away the wounded man ' s tuni c to dr e s s the 

wound. i s t he wounded man was being car r ied out , Shar pe , wi th

out th inking to r emove hi s payb oo k , let t ers , etc ., had placed 

hi s own tunic und er hi s friend ' s he ad to s er ve as a pillow, 

only to have thes e mi staken as the per sonal effects . of the 

dead man . 

VE MI N 

VE 1HN ( usually plur al ) - ha r mful and offe ns ive small animals 

or ins ec ts , as bedbugs , f lies , l ice, fleas , mice , rat s , etc . 

Vermi n we re f i rst g ive n offic i al recognition by the 

unit on September 1 4 , 1914 ~ a t Valcartier , when un it ord er s 

advis e e. that a report of the ve rmi n in the lines were re quired 

f rom e ach medical officer not l at e r than 'i.'ue sd ay , orning , the 

15t h ins t . 'l'he -inves ti gation r es ult ed in the di sco very of t hat 

most ann_9ying of all vermi n , t he louse . b couple of tem were 

shifted , their orig inal sites di s i nfected , and the occupants 

del ous ed . ~hi s infes tation was the ~esul t of oper a t ing t he 

Camp Hosp i tal , and proved an omen . 

On t he S . s . Megantic , an examination of a c l os e t 

adjoining the room in which the un it establ is hed a hospital 

r evealed s everal articles of clothi ng whi c h wer e t eeming with 

t he s ameva r i ety of ver min. One of the ship ' s s ai l ors wi shed 

to pr es er ve the s e tenants f or the s ake of t he c l oth i ng , but 

the sanitar y officer or dere d their i mmed i ate dest ruction . 

The s a il or vol unt eered to do the destroy i ng and depar ted wit h 

the bundle , os t ens i bl y f or the purp os e o , executing the order, 

but in all likelihood t o pl ace them in s ome safer nook of the 

s hip , where i nfestati on vrould doubtl ess pr oc eed apace . 

Und er date of Februar y 5t h , 1915 , j .ust t wo days 

a f ter the unit ' s a rrival in Fr ance , a diary records the dis 

c over y by 11 rt i/al ton that he was lousy as being t he princ i pal 

event of the day . This was the s ource of gr eat s a t i s fact ion 

on the part of the othe r se r geants , a numbe r of whom nad , at 

one time or another , suffere d f r om this source . 



He al ways us ed to laugh at us 

When we looked through and through 

Our shirts for little t hings tha t bite -

But now he ' s lousy too . 

\/hile we would sit and sc rat ch all night , 

He ' d lie ab ed and snooze ; 

But now they 're m~ rching ' r ound his ba ck 

In fours and threes and twos . 

He used to grin as we st ripped bare 

And found more than a few; 

But now we love to he ar h ii:1 swear; 

"or he is lousy too . 

Yes ! fal tonhammer has them now; 

He ' s hunting day and ni ght; 

So now we l augh and j ol l y him; 

It s erves him damn well right . 
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:But up t o the ti .1e of pen ing hospital , t he trouble 

given t he unit by ver min was but incidental; t hey wer e alvmy s 

well unde1• contr ol , and , in most loc ations , i t was easy to rid 

onesel f of them. 

But as soon as the station began to r ece i ve pa tient s 

fre s h from long- contami nated billet s and t r enches , the s i t ua 

t ion became mo r e s erious; those in close cont a ct wi th the 

newl y a rrived pat i e1'1t s l'al'e l y enjoyed t v✓enty - four hou:rs of 

c omple t e freedom fr om that most contagious of all pests , the 

l ouse ; t hose whos e dut i es did not bring t hem as near to this 

sour ce of infestation were i mmune to some extent , but at 

greater or les s er i ntervals mos t of t hem became concious of 

an uneas y feel i ng , t he pr el ude to t he di s covery t hat they 

wer e lousy . The unit began 1·eceiving on :march 8th , 1915 , and 

two quot at ions fro m a diary will give s ome idea of how the 

vrnrdma sters and man...y othe1·s · spent a pa rt of theil' eve ni ngs : 
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n fo rc h 1 4 , 1915. '.!.'he expected convoy did not 

arrive . However , a big batch of lice ar r i ved in the Sergeants' 

mes s , convoyed by Ser geant Feindel a nd eg imental Br own , who 

to ok them over rom s ome of our wounded . It s eems strange 

how keen they are in get t ing souvenirs f rom the f r ont ; but 

when t hes e s ouven ir s begi n t o bi t e f rom t he rear , they a re 

e ven keener in get t i ng rid of them . Brown swears tha t he 

has sc attere d h i s al l over the fl oor , an d Ty ther i dge i s going 

around wit h a b i g stake - pound er , s wa tt ing in likely s pots . 

tlhen he swa t s at one he get s a can e and says , n Ahem , you a re 

wounded"; t o vrh i c h the wo unded one repl ie s , 11 Nay , sire , I ' , 

dead . 11 

11 Mar c h 15 , 1915 . '.i.' he wardma ster s a1•e al l busy hunt 

i ng f or Scots ' Greys . Ol d Bruin (Burnett) ha s his shirt off 

n ow , s e ar c h ing hi s ha iry hide f or l i vestoc k ; and .teinde l is 

claiming that he (Burnett) is the missing link between ian 

and mon key , a nd is wond ering h ow muc h Barnum and Bailey roul d 

give f or him . b l' t ~a lton has s t ripped off ; he was f lingi ng 

some guff , s o we put h im outdoor s to cool off . 11 

The r e were periods when ba th 0 we re not re adi ly 

a va ilab le, anc baths di d little g ood in affording r eli ef 

unles e a change of clot h i ng w:3 8 pro vi ded . i,~ostly , the 

~uartermBste r ' s Depart ment arranged f or exchang i ng and d i s 

infeet ing clothing , but the:re wa s a lVi ays a susp icion that 

thes e c lothes were n ot as pu r e as they were r epr es en ted ; 

a t ot her tLie s , the per sonnel ha d to sh i ft f or themselves , 

and being wise , they us u al ly pr ov id ed themselves Yith a 

wa s herwoman . a t f irst , bl anket e coul d not be d is i nfe e t ed 

as of t en as des i.rable , an d a change of clothi ng s e1·ved to 

g ive but terpo r axy 1· elie f , if t he bl &nket s ne :re sti l l i nfe...,ted . 

But as the mea1s of d i s inf est i ng increa sed throughout the 

ent ir e ,i .r my , the troubl e f.rnm th i s s ource g.rew le ss a 1d l ess . 

'.i'he di s i nfes ta tion of clot h i ng by the "hot a ir" 

sys tem wac i nst itut e d in the c as e ma tes of For t Go ssion , 

forestall i ng tha t devised by 11.a jo:r Orr , of the C. 1-i . YI . C. 
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Two of the casemates were equipped with clothes -lines of wire, 

and braziers with charcoal . '.t' he clothing , previ ously lightly 

sprinkled with petrol , and tolled up f ot ten 01· t welve hours , 

was hung on the lines , and the casemates tightly closed . 

~fter twelve hours the clothing was i ound to be quite ft ee from 

vermin and their eggs . 11 l aundry wa s operated in connection v1ith 

this di s infestation pl ant. Fr ench women we re employed and some 

five thousand pieces we re washed and ironed per month . 

In the sand dune s of Bel gium the personnel c ame in 

bodily cont act wi th the sand flea . They paid but oc casional 

visits , but when one did , his host had something to remember for 

a long , l ong t i me . He re , too , mosquitoes were rather vicious . 

]H ies and mosquitoes we re rather pr evalent in all 

loc ations , in se as on , though proper precautions kept flies 

well under contro l . 

The living quarters , barns and outbuild i ngs of a 

1rench far m were frequent l y grouped on three sides of a holloN 

square, with all drainage leadi.ng to a compost or midden in the 

centre . Oft en the well stood in the same s quare close to the 

living quarters . 1:1s a breeding place f or f l ies , the midden fr e-

quently r eceived attention from the .d rmy Sanitary Sections . 

On a second visit to one of the s e fa rms , a se1•geant of one of the 

Sanitary.Sec tions reported strenuous objections on the part of 

the farme r to further use of disinfest ing solutions in the com

post , claiming that this caused his well water to taste bad . 

At Boves the overripe grain , unharvested because of 

a change in the loc i,. ti on of the front line , seemed t o have 

produced a plague of hornet s . at meal - time they would buz z 

in ever - na1•rov,ing circles around one ' s head , until refuge was 

s ought in flight ; they woul d light in one ' s pla te and help 

themselves ; and they handed out quit e a considerable number 

of stings , -.eg i menta l Brown ·being stung in quick success ion, 

t wic e on the lobe of one ear . 

But of all var ieties of vermin , the louse brought the 

most misery . apart from the treatment of wounds , no s ervice 

the unit could render its patients contributed more to their 

sense of well - being than the delous i ng and bathing fac il it ies 

it provided. 
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The ear l y summer months of 1918 f ound the Canad i an 

Corps being brought to the highest state of efficiency by 

rest , training and strengthening . Even during t he desper ate 

s pring ;fighting the strength of the Corps had been carefully 

husbanded . It wa s clear t o al l ob server s that the were 

being groomed f or big t hings . 

Colonel Benne tt f elt that the 1 s t Canad i an c . C. S. 

shoul d be s erving t he Canadian Cor ps when they wen t into 

action , and on one of General Currie ' s l ast visits to the 

un it at Pernes , he broached the subjec t . :i:he Co r ps Command er 

advi s ed him not t o vor ry , f or the un i t would be operating 

with the Canadian Cor ps . a f ew days later it appe a r ed that 

this pro posed arrangement was about t o materia lize . 

About 1 . 30 a . m. on July 29 th the un i t received 

orders to close down i mmed i a tely . On this and the f ollowi ng 

day t he station was cl e ared of all patients , wit h the ex

ception of 52 convalescents , 75 being s ent t o the base , 57 

to othe r hospitals and 35 to dQty . 

On JQly 30 t h Colone l Thomson , • C. 13 • C. S., 

loc ated at ii rneke , northwest of Cassel , visit ed in com1ection 

·d t h t he exchange of s it ec, b the two uni t s . '.Che explanati on 

given f or such an illogical exc hange was tha t the Canad ian 

Cor ps wes moving north , and had re queste d Canadian C. C. s . ' s . 

No . 4 Canad i an C. C. S. vve re also mov i ng t o .a rneke . 

~t Pe rnes st at ion there was some confusion ove r the al lot ment 

of r a ilroad cars . The D. M. S. settled the matt er by granting 

priori ty to t he 1st Cana d ian C. C. S. wit h the underst and i ng 

tha t No . 4 Cdn . C. C. S. would receive a s i milar prior ity in 

the next move, shoul d t he two unit s fa ce a s i :H il ar s ituation . 

At 7 . 31 p . m. , en July 31 , the un i t l eft the station wi th ten 

trucks of e quipment , war d f urnit ur e of un it mak e , and Canadian 
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Red Cross s uppl ies . '.i.' he s t ati on itself and the ordinary 

run of equipment was left intac t for the newcomers . 

The t rain arrived at Esquel bec que station at 1 a . m. 

on August 1st, 1918 ; officers and other r anks bil leted at 

No . 2 Cdn . C. C. S., but ma rc i:~ed out t o the s id ing at 5 . 30 

a . m. for breakfast . Lorr ies a u i ved at the siding short ly 

be f ore 7 a . m. , and unloading proceeded rapidly . As soon a s 

this work vras und er way , Colonel Bennet t pr oceeded t o the new 

s ite . He got Colonel '.i.'homson , the O. C. of No . 13 c. C. s ., 

f r om hi s bed , and t ogether they carried out an inspect ion of 

the ground s , Col onel Thoms on s till i n hi s pyjamas . 

11 rneke was a pretty village ,· four miles no rthwes t 

of Cas sel, in a f ert i le farm i ng di str ict . But the s ite 

al lott ed the unit was f ar from s atis f ac tory , being more or 

less a haphazard conglome r a t ion of hut s that had been erected 

by 4he · 1rench as a hospi t al , and r ecently i nherited by No . 13 

O. C. S . 'l'his unit was now i n t he proces 0 of packing , 

preparatory to occupying the s it e rec ently vacated by the 1st 

Cdn . C. C. S. a t e r nes . 

Li ttle wa s ac c omplished on the 2nd, at o . 13 c.c.s . 
was occupy i ng the pr emis es , while it wa s r ainy , and the f oot

i ng mucky . But at no on on the 3rd ~ . 13 C. C. S. depart ed , 

hav ing done most of its loading in a he avy rain . 

~l ans were mad e to u tilize the ex i sting huts to the 

best ad vantage , while rearr angemen ts and additions were und er

taken . rlequests mad e on al l ser vices met wit h une quall ed 

celerity . 'l' he onl y vehicle entranc e to t he grounds was over 

a br ash-filled ditch . .i!;or effic i ent operation under heav 

casual ties an i n- and - out 1.•o ad fo r ambulances was ind ic ated . 

Colonel Benne tt r equested two bridges . , i thin an hour a 

despatc ~ rider b1•ought .back a mes s age gr anting the :ce quest , 

and t he : . E . ' s appeare d on the s c ene almost on the heels f 

the mes 2enger . Colonel Be nne tt loc ated some vacant huts a t 

Hoke, and asked fo1· them . I t was early d i s cove r ed that he 

had taken more t han was int ended , but by this t i me they were 
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posses s ion . The s tation wa s · ully e quipped f or he bVY 
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c asual ties by t he 6th, but there v; ere n o patients in s i gh t . 

Expansion continued unti l 1 p . m. on the 8th , when Colonel 

Bennett was called t o t he phone &nd Ol'der e d to p:repare at 

onc e f o.i: a move by :rail , and t o no t i fy .No . 4 Cdn . C. C. s . to 

do like wi se . 

:l'his s u:rprising news was taken philosophically 

enough but the men could not help looking back a lit t le rue 

fully at t he l ast few days . ff r om e arly mor n unt il dusk t hey 

had l abour ed diligently , spa ring no effo rt toward mak i ng the 

l ayout an effic i ent one . I t see ill ed so much wes ted efiort . 

:Sut on t he 9th the D. U. S . Se c ond Atmy visited , thanked them 

for v1 hat they ha d done , and tol d them not to th i nk it had been 

in va in , for the move vras part of the ve1c y succe ssful 

ca mouf l age used to foo l :& r i tz in conjunction wi th the sur prise 

at ta c k 0 11 kuguet 8th , the day described by Ludendorff a s 

"The Bl ack Day of the Ge r man r my i n the Hist ory of the i/ar 11 • 

The Canad i an Corps had taken little part i n the 

he avy fi ghting of 191 8 . 'ec ogni zed by the Ge1·mans as one of 

the corps d ' e l ite among the s hock troops of the · l lied a r ies , 

they f el t t h..a t the appearance of the Csnad i an Corps on a 

front could only p r es a ge a b low at that pa rticul ar part of 

the line . That the enemy might be mi s l ed as to the i 1• whe re 

ab outs , an elaborate p i e ce of c amouf l age was succ e s s fully 

worked . It became com on knowl e dge amongst the rank and fi le 

tha t t he Cor ps woul d be moving north . i rench l iaison office r s 

wer e s ent to arrange billets fo r t he Corps behi nd the Ypres 

s .al i ent . :Eas ilJ, decoded wi1•e l es ::o messages we r e s ent reg£ rding 

moves of certa i n Canad ian unit s to th i s area . Ce rtain 

Gana ian Bns . were put i n line on the Kemmel f1•ont , conduct ed 

raiding parties , and left in the enemy trenche s telltal e evi 

denc e of the i dent i ty of the r a i ders . '..he loc ati on of 

ad ditional C. C. s . ' s be h i nd a fr ont was a good indic a tion 

that an a ction was being arranged fo.i: that f ront . erhaps 

it was addit ional c amoufl age that made Esque l becque the 

detr a i ning p oi nt of the unit , re quiring as it d i d a :t our mile 
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haul by lor ry , though the.re was a convenient siding a t 

A:rneke . It is not known whethe r t he un i t ' s move ha d anythi ng 

to do wi th f ooli ng the enemy , but t he r e i s no doubt that it 

foo l ed t he membe r s of the unit . 

Though it was undoubtedly good camouflage to have 

sent the t wo Canad i an C. C. S. 1 s to the Ypres sector , event s 

prov ed tha t they co uld ha ve been ut i lized t o good effect had 

they been sent to the A iens ar ea i ns t ead . ~he 8th of Augus t 

found the c. C. S.' s of the Ami ens area loc ated seventeen or 

eighteen miles to the rear of the Canad i an Cor ps ba i n Dress

ing St ation , wi th t htee c. C. s . 1 s shut down and ready to 

move f orward when t he cction began . In r eality thes e 
/ 

s tat ions were t oo far behind to support :;; dvancing troops . 

'l'he g1·eat dist ance bet ween the dr es s J.ng s ta tion and the 

C~ C. S . 1 s made i t impos s i bl e f or t hi a mb ul ances to clear t he 

wounded s uff i cient l y fas t to keep the dressing station fr om 

being conges ted . On the eveni ng of the 8th , Ho . 48 C. C. S. 

moved f or wa t d to the 1~ sylum s out h of 11mien~ , aLready being 

us ed as an over fl ow f'a' the Corps Ma in Dr ess i ng St at ion , and 

too k over these c ases earl y on the 9t h . Dm ing the 9th and 

10th other C. C. S. ' s moved t o this site , to Boves and to 

Ve c quemont . But it to ok t i me for thes e C. C. s . ' s to get 

in operat i on , and i t was t h~ 11th before they fina lly took 

t he st.ra i n from the main dr ess i ng st at ions . I t wa s stated 

t hat s e6r ecy pr event ed the mov e of S . O. S.' s unt il the 

action st ar ted, but hc d one or t wo C. C. S. ' s been moved into 

Ami ens , in suit ab l e buildings , a c oupl e of night s before the 

action , they c ould ha ve done much to war d the apt handling 

of the rrnunded . 

Very shortly after the act ion began , bot h No .' 1 a11d 

No . 4 Cdn . C. C. S . ' s were or dered to that a r ea . Bt 1 p . m. 

on the 8t h the un i t began dismantl i ng a t Arneke , piling t heir 

equ i pme nt f or a quick mov e by r ail . Uolonel Bennett was 

anxious to get t he unit to the s cene of action as quic kly as 

pos s i ble . .i;' or s ome time he had been wo1 king on a scheme f or 

the 1•ap id setup of a complet e c. C. S. based on equipment that 
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coul d be car r i e d on 9 or 10 lorries . 1, ✓hen t he camp wa s 

pi l e d and no tr a in materializ ed , he brought out his ten lorry 

scheme, and tested i t once more on the uni t lorries . He then 

pr es ent ed the scheme to t he D. [. s . r e q_uest i ng perm i ssion to 

proc e ed s outh by lo r r y , the bulk of the equip, ent t o follow 

la te r by t r a i n . Hi s scheme was commended , but the lorries 

wer e r efus ed on the gro11nd s tha t they coul d not be spared , and , 

if s ent to another army , woul d be likely to be r e tained by 

them f or an inde f inite pe riod . 

Und er the ar rangemen t s mad e a t Pernes , No . 4 Cdn . 

C. c . s . had pr i ority in l oading , anc1 mo ved off f i r st . ,t noon 

on the 11th a tr a in was pl a ced at the di 0 posal of t he uni t , 

and load ing commenced at once . The materials had been care 

fully s or t ed and the essential s of each department packed and 

l oaded s eparately , a re sponsible man in cha r ge of each . I t 

was a ho t aft ernoon , but by evening everyt hing was load ed ex 

cepting some of the duck- walks , and there was no ·room f or t hem. 

~he t r ai n pulled out a t midni ght . 

As us ual t he or derly room moved overland by un it 

lorries . Capt a i n ~ul l was in cha r ge of this party . n the 

evening of the, 11th he warned the drivers to be on hand a t 

5 . 30 a . m. ~hen , as soon as t hey we re out of hearing , he in

st ructed hi s batman t o C6l l him at 8 . 00 . Soit was n ot unt il 

9 on the morni ng of the 12th that the lor ry 1::;art y moved off. 

I n breaki P-{s c amp the ord er l y room ha d passed succes sively 

fro m hut , to tent , to the open under a tree on the fina l 

night , and i ts l as t ac t i n Ar neke was to b i d central goodby e , 

· and d i sconnect the phone . 

Proceeding by the outs kirt s of Cassel , through 

~r ques , Aire , and Fer f ay , the party ar r ived a t Pernes at 2 

p . m. He re Capt a i n '.tull st ood the par t y a f eed of eg6 s , chips 

and coffee , a mpl e a tonement f or having ord ered th e lor .ry 

dr ive r s out two and one ha l f hours earlie r than necessary • 

.n t Li gny - sur - Canc he the y had tea with No . 3 Cdn . C. C. ' ., and 

put up f or the n i ght at No . 3 can . Sta tionar y Hosp i t al, 

Doullens , at t he i r site i n the ol d f o:!.' t . ·:rer ~; some months 
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previous , this unit s uffe red a los s of 25 killed and 13 

wound ed dur ing an a ir ra i d . 1 he l orries left Doullens at 

9 a . m. , and proceeded t hrough .,;m iens , now a deserted city , 

no civi lian s being seen . liiany houses were wr ec ked f rom the 

shelling an d bombing , wh ile t he :re we re scar c e l y any b ut bo1• e 

the scars of battle . The party r eached Baves , the dest i nat ion , 

s hort l y after noon of the 13th. 

No . 4 Cdn . c. c. S . had ar r ived at 4 . 30 a . m. on 

the 1 2th , and already had made go od progress on their stati on . 

But the train bear i ng the 1 st Cdn . C. C. s . had no t y e t made 

it s appearance . " he unit , it de veloped , had become victims 

of traf f ic congestion . 'i'hey were side - tr acked at St . Roch 

Junc tion , .nmiens , on the 1 2th . 1'hey n ere stil l the re on the 

13th . movement order f o~ the t r a i n to st a rt a t 3 p . m. on 

the 1 4th wa s c anc e l l ed . It vrns 1 a . in . on the 1 5th before 

the train finally l eft St . och , a rriving a t Boves at 9 a . m. 

I t wae an extremely exasperating wa it , on the 

sidi.ng beside the bad l y battere d c.hocolate f actory , es.p ee ially 

when ne,rn r e ached the u.nit of the congest ion that had occurred , 

and that t he r e was still s cope fo r ser vice . iJa jor .dohe rtson , 

v1i th uni t pe rsonnel o f or m t wo su.rgic al teams , ha q , on the 9t h 

proceeded to lo . 48 C. C. S ., now loc ated at the nsylum . 

During his off hour s he l oc a ted the u.nit at the sid ing , and 

told of the c onfusion . iie s tated tha t ·oot h Gener al Cu:nie 

and G@neral .n . E . .doss ha d been to t he .1,sylum, a nd ha a mad e 

enquiries a s to t he unit ' s whereab outs , as they had underst ood 

that t he unit wa s to be at the .c,syl um , in operation . 

Seve r a l times Col onel Bennett got the D. 11 . s . on 

the phone f rom a Si gn al st a tion in ~. i ens , but each t i me he 

r eceived or der s to re turn , and hol d everyone in r eaa ine ss , as 

the loc omo t ive s mi ght be along at any t ime . "All we coul d do" , 

wrote Colone l 3e nnett , •~was to wait or 1!':r ench eng ines , and 

f i sh wi t h bent na ils for goldfish i n t he artific i al lake of 

t he c hoc ol a te , anu fa cturers ,.. wi t h our ot1n peo pl e ne ed i ng us . lf 

Bu t one man did n ot ,rait . One of' the conval es c ent s 

entered f..rn i en s without l ea ve, f ound li quo:r and took p os:2 ess ion 
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of a millinery es tabl i shment . He t hen sta:cted off on a one 

man parade , decked in all t he gor geous f inery he could attach 

to himself . He was hailed by the ~ ilitar y Police . irom the 

cha r ge sheet <? ent in , he must ha ve been the toughest 11 woman1r 

the lJilitary Polic e eve:c encountered . He laid out s eve:c a l 

of them • ..::1t Bovee , bad ly battered , he appeared before Colonel 

Bennett fo r further punishment . l)erhaps it wa s the thoughts 

of that three - da tie- up at St . Roch Siding that mad e Col onel 

Bennett ext:emel :celuctant in having to Cart y out the law in 

this man ' 2 c ase . 

Boves was a small village on the Avre , about fo ur 

mi l es southwest of ..::1rn iens . The site selec te d for the sta tion 

l ay to the e ast of Baves and just south of the .Bmiens - St . _,:ay e 

road . ~he a r ea was one of wheat f ields - f ields that had been 

planted prior to the Ger man advance , and abandoned during their 

l:.Iarch drive . '.i.he v1hole area as cut with reserve ttenches and 

marked with gun empla cements . 'i'he jump i ng off pl aces of the 

recent British offens ive were in sight of the station . 

Before erecting camp the site had to be cleared of 

whe a t and the shell-ho l es f illed . ,/o r!{: began early and ceased 

only at dark . '.l'he camp was practic al ly compl eted on the 1'7th , 

and by the 18th wae e quipped for 600 pat i ents . 'l'he nur s ing 

sisters repo:cted on th e 21st f:om No . 2 Cdn . Stat ionary 

Hosp i tal . 

But agai n there were no pa tients . ~he a ction in ths t 

a r ea wa s being brought t o a c los e , and the ot her C. C. S . ' s 

c ould handle the s itua tion e asily . On the 22nd the Cirnad i an 

t roops began withdrawing from the l i ne , pa r k i ng in the woods , in 

the fields and in tho town . 

'l'he c amp vrns compl eted , no pat i ents we re in sight , 

so a t tent ion was tur ned to basebal l . n the 24th the un i t won 

t wo geme s , one from the Canad i an 1 i 6 ht Ho rse , and one from lio . 

3 Cdn . d , Ambulance . But on the 25th the 13th Canadian ~ ield 

.,,mbulance t ri .med the unit t o the· tune of 12 t o 4 , in a game 

that was opene d by Sil' Edward Ke ap , vel'seas :.:i nister fo r 

Canada . 
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On the evening of ;.. ugust 23rd the officers and s isters 

were host s at a din1 er to the· other ranks of the unit . On the 

24th the 16th Cdn Bn . Pipe Band ga ve a recital, and i n the 

e y ening Canon Scott gave an open air lecture on his t rip to 

' ome with a party of Canad i an soldiers on lea ve , a rnost humor o~ 

r ecital. 

On the 25th word came to p r epare for a move on the 

morrow . ~he camp was d i smant l ed on the 26 th and p iled by the 

ro a dside . '.i.1he unit again stood by await i ng 01•ders . On the 

28t h the unit again pr actised moving a small but complet e 

C. C. S . of n ine lorries of supplies and e c.:.uipment . '.!.'his day 

t he pe r sonnel were t a ken by lorries to view the guns c aptured 

during the recent advance . 

Abbev ille . 

n the 2 9th the sisters left for 

On ·ugust 30t h the e quipment was take to the 

station , but the train did not a r:cive until dusk . i hough 

loading had to be c ar ried out unci er cover of da rknes s , and all 

car s ma n - handled into pl a c e , load ing wa s wel l advanced by 11 

p . m., when a halt was called f or the ni ght . Load i ng was 

completed on the 31st wi th the help of some Ch i nese , and the 

train moved out i'or .ngnez - l es - Duisans , a t ~ . 30 p . m. , wi th 

about fi f ty c ars of s upplie s and e quipment . '.i.1he unit lorries 

le ft a t 10 . 30 a . m. on the 31st , proceeded v ia Doullens , 

Beaumet z and ,iarlus , and a.aived at their destina tion at 6 p . m. 

The mont h was spent in making two move s , the f irst a 

camouf lage move to .n rneke , and the second a move to Boves , 

arriving t here to o late to be of s ervice . 11he attack of 

August 8th had pushed f orwa1•d so fa st , and the congestion in 

train ~ervice delaye d the unit ' s move so long , that , w~en the 

station was finally ready f or business, the neceesit of its 

p r esence had passed . 
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'ifith the stiffeni ng of the ilmi ens fr ont , the Bxi tis h 

began press ing north of the Somme , and the ene my f ound ti"!em

selv es fighting despe rately f ox an opportunity to retire to 

their Seigfried l ine . On ugust 26th , 1918 , the tide of battle 

swung furthel' north , ,the 2nd and 31'.'d Canadian and the 51st 

Br i tish Divisions str iki ng astr i d e the .. , :rr as - Camb:rai road , i n 

what was the beginning of t he l ast Battle of A:rras . By t he 

30th the Canadian had c ome in touch wit h the D1•ocou:r t - ,clueant 

switch , the p ivot po i nt of the Seigfr i ed syst e m on which the 

enemy was retir i ng under pressuxe . 

}!'our mile s west of 11 rr as l ay .1:1gnez - les - Duisans . 

Apart from the village , and just off the main .1:1 rras - St . i ol 

xoad , was a hutted encampment . On leaving the .,,mien·s f ront for 

their new p osition astride the n xras- Camb r a i toa d , he Canad ian 

Corps used this enc a mpment fot their main dressing station . But 

the successful attack of the 26th enabled t he dressing sta tion , 

on t he night of the 26 th/27th , to move fo rwatd to .,,r r as . 

'i' he encampment now became a convenient s ite fo r 

Casualty Clearing Stations . No . 23 mo ved into one sect ion of 

the enc ampment on .August 28 , and , on the a rrival of the 1st 

Canadian C. C. S., was al r eady established . The Canadian ox p s 

Dental Laboratory and minor medical details were oc cupy i ng 

other of the huts . 'i' he remaining accommodat ion was apportioned 

between the uni t and No . 4 Canad ian C. C. S . , who were following 

from Bove s . 

'l'he lor :·y party of the 1st Canad i an C. C. S . reac he d 

the s i te at 6 p . m. on Augus t 31st , 1918 . ~hey were made at 

home by a f ormer me mm.e r of the unit , Ser geant Hodgkinson , now 

of• t he Canadian Corps Dental Laboxatory . The txain bearing the 

pe:rsonnel a n d e quipmen t atrived at t he s iding to the r ear of 

the site at noon on Septembex 1 st . bL infa t r y pa:rty f r om the 

c . c . R. C. help ed with the unloadi ng • .ns the train of ~w . 4 
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Cdn . C. c. s . was due t o unload t here , as s o on as ro om could 

be ma de f or t hem , all mat er i a l had t o be car r i ed some distance 

f rom the s i d i n g . Unl oading wa s c ompl et ed by da rk , and p ro gress 

was mad e i n e qu i p p i ng the war ds- . 

~"s previou ' lY stated , the at t ack of t he 26th h1A , by 

Augus t 30th , brought the Canad i ans in to uch wi th the D:r oc ourt

'""u eant switch , the p ivo t point of the Siegfr i e d s ystem , on 

wh i ch t he enemy wa s retiring . On Sept ember 2n d t he 3ritish 

st1•uck he avily agai ns t t h i s s witch , one of the s trongest 

p ositions on t he fr on1 . In t hi s the L,anad i ans took a p:r omi nent 

p art . ';. he a tt ac k was compl ete l y succ essf ul . ';.'he enemy lost 

t he ke t o t heir Si egfrie d sys te m, and v1 er e f orced t o t ake t he i r 

s t and behi nd th e Uanal du lio rd and the Sensee :. 'iver . 

'l'he 2nd f ound · the unit b us ily engaged in sett in6 up 

the ir st at i on . 'i.1h i:r teen nu:i.•s ing s i et e:r s unde r / L1a tron Janet 

ifac Don a l d re p or ted from :i:·: o . 12 St a tionary Hospital. Uo . 23 

c . c. S . had been ve:r y busy t brou6bout the day , and at 6 p . m. 

the unit was asked i f they .wer e in a p osit ion to r ec eive . 

';.'hey r ep or t ed .L' eady , and at 6 . 30 p . m. walki ng casual t i es were 

c orn ing in by lorry and bus load s . 

By 10 . 0 p . m. 868 c ases had oe e11 r eceived , inc l ud ing 

over 130 1..e r mans . ,:ic c omrc.1 odat i on und er cove r vrns found fo r all 

~llied casualties . '1. he \.,,e1•rnans had t o e cared f or in the open 

1J Ut they we:re well supplied wit h bl ankets , had be en fed , and 

had ha d t he ir wound s dressed . ~he f irst evacua tion c ame at 

;:, a . m. on t he 31·d , a who l e ambul ance tr ain be in6 a s s i gned the 

unit . 11.'he t ot al e vacuat ion f or the 3.cd was 851 c ases , while 

50 mor e were ad~ i tted on th i s day . 

On the 3:.:d the unit pu t up additi ona l canvas , and 

by he 5th all tha t D BS avai . ol e had been itched . But this 

extra a ccommodation wa e n ever re qu ir ed , fo r t he casu al t i es 

handled the:rn after at ' gnez - le s - Duisans , though consid er ab l e , 

d i d no t re a ch abno rmal number s . 

On Septemb er 6th the station began receivi ng in 

t ur n with l'J0 s . 42 and 57 at lHngova l , 1{0 s . 7 anc, 33 a t i.,igny -

St . Flochel , and No . 4 can. at nez , Do . 23 C. c. s . handling 
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cont aini ng st::cetcher cases . Spec i al a::crangements, howe ver , we1'El 

made wi th the Co1•ps D1•essing Station whereby urgent operstive 

c as es would be taken care of by the 1st Canad i an C. C. s . at 

any time , whethe r re ceivi ng o:c not , thus saving the much 

longer trip to Mingoval or Li gny . 

On Sept mmbe r 18th Nos . 7 and 33 C. C . S . ' s of Li gny 

closed dovm , prepar i ng for a f orwa rd mo ve . :b1 rom no on of the 

1 9th No . 42 C . C . S . of IUngoval droppe d out , and f.1o m noon 

o::· the 20th no . 37 C . C. S . l eft the ro ation , le aving only 

the Agnez - l es - Duisan° group handling th i s cect ion of the fr ont . 

On September :2nd the C . C. S . 's of Pe ::c nes and Ligny moved 

for wa rd t o ~ercat el and Bo i s leux , south of ai r as . The 2e mo ves 

began a se ries of l eap - fro gging j umps that final l y put the 

1st Cdn . C . C. S . at Boni , on the -~hi ne . In the act ion of 

September 2nd t he ~'ignez - les - Duis ans group wa s the most advanc ed 

of the C . C . S . ' s . H0 w, they rn 1·e 20 mil es f ro the f:cont , 

wit h the ad vanced C. C. S . ' s es tabl i shed by the 26th at 

hle rc a tel and Bois leux- an- mon t . 

September f ound the enemy being hanmered f rom vari ous 

st r onghold s on all part . of t he f:c ont , and being closely 

fo l lowed L: om those pos it ions ,Jhich he volunt ari l y sutrendered . 

On the 27th of Sep tember the ~titish l aunc hed another at t ack 

toward Ca br a i , t he Canad i an Corps taki ng a pr ominent part . 

The Canal du Nord was cro ssed , and by Oc tobe1· 1s t the at t bc k 

had carried the l i ne t o t he outs [ir t s of Gamb r a i . 

For the ac tion of September 27th , Nos . 22 , 30 and 

33 C . C . S . ' s at I.1e rc a tel , and fo s . 1 and 4 Cd_ , C . C. s . ' s at 

Agne z-le s - Duis ans worke d toge ther i n c aring fo r stre tc he r 

cese s , while lfo . 1 3ri t ish C. C. S . a t Bo i s l eux took c a1•e of 

the wal ki ng . .d new sys te m of reporting casualt i es to Divi si ons 

was adopted . ~nstead of records being kept by f ield 

ambulances in fo r ward areas , their cl erks wer e sent to cas ualty 

clear ing stations wher e t hey r epa r ed the ir te ports fr om 

r ecord s t a ken by the C, C. S . ' s . ihe casualt i e s handled by the 

unit du1· ing this a ction we re not unduly hi gh, between 150 and 

200 per day . 
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The next b i g movement on th i s part of t he front 

began on t he mor ning of October 8th . Cambrai was occup ied , 

and by the 11t h t he line was beyond Iwuy . For t his act ion 

the gnez group wa s t oo f ar in the r ea r to fe el much of the 

effect s of a big action . Beginning at 8 p . m. on the 8th 

the Agnez group was pla ce d on a s eparate rotati on , receiv

i ng 100 patient s in turn . On this day the unit s ent fo r ward 

i t s s ur plus canvas to ~ueant , which by now was the collecting 

c entre for casualties from the Cambra i front . 

i hi s canva s was delivered by one of t he unit 

lorrie s , acro ss the old and the recent battle zones . 11:any 

buildings in .A:cras had been totally de s t:rnyed , but the s e 

seemed to pr es ent le ss a p i ctur e of ruin than the numbers of 

gaunt f:cames ye t stand i ng . Il numbex of buildings were less 

s eri ous l y damaged , and at least one store had opened fo r 

busi ness . One monument had t he he ad of the central f i 0 u:rn 

neatly decapitated . 

'.I' he lo.r ry proc eeded by way of Pronville , Beaurains , 

Neuville Vitass e , Co jeul , Croisel les , and Bullecourt to 

~ueant . 1he f ir st named villages we:c e are as of churned up 

mo unds of broke n bric k and debris , cove.red v, ith gr ass and 

ve get at ion , the ol d bettle zone . ?he others diff ered only in 

that the destruction had been mo r e r ecent , there be ing no 

veget ation to of fer pa rtial c onc ea l ment to the wholesale 

destxucti on . ~ueant had quite a numb er of houses st anding , 

though most of t he m we r e un inhabitab l e . :i:he whole route was 

marke d with torn wir e entangleme nt s , shell -wrec ked t r enches , 

shattered dug outs , wr ecked guns , derelict t anks , wi th , here 

and ther e , the battered remains of peace - t i me ce me te:cies . 

And dotting the r oaus ide , one saw those ind i vidual gr8ves 

of the wa r - time dead , 3riti sh and German , buried whe re they 

died , and marked wit h a wooden cr oss , some times he lmet ed . 

On Octobe:c 12th No . 2 British . C. S. moved fo:cwatd 

to Boi s de Bouche , and o . 57 C. C. S. f ollowed ~hort ly . mor 

a time this took care of the s ituati on , but t he need of a still 

more advanced station s oon mad e i t self f elt. 

On Oc tober 21s t Col onel Be nne tt procee ded t o th e 
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for ward area to arrange for an advanced operating centre . 

The site selected was a school wh ich had been used by the 

Ger mans for a field hospital . It was loc ated in .A uberchi

court , a town between Do uai and Dena i n . 

On the 23rd 5 medic al officers , 1 pad re , 9 sisters 

and 9 othet ranks wi th two lorries of equipment proceeded to 

this si t e . By 6 p . m. on the 24th a ver y complete oper a ting 

centre had been established . Until the end of the month 

only ur gent operative cases were hanaled . As soon as these 

c as es were in a cond it i on to be moved they were passed on to 

C . C . S. ' s in the rear • 

'l'he st a tion a t .Bgnez - les Duis ans ceased admi tting 

from the 21st, and wa s clear of all but its convalescents 

by th e 25th . ne unit lorry continued to make a daily trip 

to the new s ite with additional equipment and supplies . ~he 

war of movement had made it ver y diff icult to ob tain t r ans

portation . On the 25th t he uni t managed to borrow a f ew 

lorries , but the material continued to go forward slowly , 

the personnel at Auberchicourt being gr adually increase d . 

nt Agne z- les - Duis ans the casual ties handled were : 

SICK vOUlillED 
Officers Other Officers Other 

.::)anks 1ianks 
To base 97 2 , 507 138 2 , 818 

'l'o Rest Stat ions 7 3 

T o Other Hospi tals 11 3 3 4 1 17 

To Duty 19 289 3 47 

Died 3 14 7 119 

Convalescents to 1rnberchicourt 71 
130 3 , 222 H,9 3 , 004 

Les s convalescents from Boves 63 

Admitted 130 3 ,159 149 .3 ,004 

During the 54 days in operation the mi dnight 

figures show an ave r age of 296 under treatment in hospital . 

On Oct ober 29 th the orderly room moved forwa d by 

lorry . ~he journey through the battle zone was interesting • 

.A striking f ea t ure of t he new zone was the thoroughness with 

whic h t he enemy had carried out hi s pro gr am of des t r uction 
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to fur the:i.• his mi litary end s . '.i.'he.:ce also seemed to have 

been a carefully pl anne d s ystem of wanton destruction. 

'.C he building s elected for the advanced operating 

centre proved ideal f or s uch a pur pose . The theatre he ld 

six tables , was well lighted , with t ile f loor and walls . It 

was well he a ted , and t he ad joining roo ms were acmir ably 

sui t ed f or s terilizat ion purposes , re s us c itation wards and 

s ur gical vra1·ds . 

'i1 he per s onn el were excellently acco mmod a ted a t 

.n uberc hi c ourt . ·.1' he s e r geant s ha d a well - f ur n i shed brick 

house t o t heruselves . 'l'he liv ing room wa s s o comf ort able 

tha t one hat e d to go to be d a t n i ght , and t he unwonted lux ury 

of a bed made one r egret t o tur n out i n the mor uing . Se r geant 

;finc h fa ncie d himse l f s2 a pas U y co ok , and ma de us e of t he 

kitc hen eac h e veni ng . 

But h i llet s i n a r ebs t ha t had been occup i ed by t he 

enemy we1·0 a l Hays 1•eg1...rd ed Hith a certain susp i cion . he 

atteLti on of Uoops ,fo;;, frer1:.:i.entl;y call ed t o the dange :c of 

booby h aps . i.~any of these ,Je '.1'.e i n t he _a tu:c e of small 

explos i ve c ha r ges s o a rr anged tha t , whe n one opened a gate , 

worked a pump , or sa t in a cha ir , he would never know what 

had happened t o him. Consequentl y , tho ugh t rained men a l ways 

examined s uch pl a ces a s evacuat ed villages , incoming troops 

were apt to be s us picious . ne membe1· of t he un i t , on lo oking 

for f uel , discovered a coal bin , and , mue h to hi s delight , 

saw repos ing the1•eon a Ge r man helme t of early war vi nt age . 

Jus t in time came the horr i ble thought of "booby t.cap " . So 

he got a long piece of cord looped over the s p ike , pl aced him

self in t he f hel t er of a s tone f ence , and pull ed the st ring . 

Huch to his ae tonishment , not hing happene d . 

'l'he ca~es handled were those s el ect ed by the fi eld 

amb ul anc e~ as ver y t' erious and ur gent . Ev1::; cuation wa s carried 

out by r eplacj_ng each s etious c ase taken f rom an ambulance 

by one t hat had ~e en ope r ated on and s uff ic i ently recovered 

to be taken on to a C. C. S . further t o t he r ear . f the 

first 118 cases operated on , 21 d i ed , t he rema inder being 

pass ed on in good shape . A l a r ge number of the se case s would 
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not have reaahed a C. C. S . far t o the reax . The c as es 

handled were mos t l y Canadi ans , but t he R. G. A. and civil i ans -

men , women an d chil dren - wer e well r epr e s ented . 

The unit hand l ed the s er i ous s ur gical f rom t he 

Cana dian a ttack on ~.:ount Houy on November ls t . but t he bulk of 

the casua lties f rom this action went t o no . 6 C. C. s . at Bois 

de :.:ontigny , an d t o c . C. S . ' s in Douai. No . 4 Cana dian 

C. C, S . move d into Bois de .iviont i gny on Oc t ober 30th , an d 

opened shortl aft er . 

On l ovember 7th the un it began t a ki ng l i gh t er 

sur g ic a l and medic a l c as es fr om the Canad i an Cor ps , 50 a t a 

time , in t urn wi t h no . 6 C. C, S . at Bois de ;u ont i gny , No . 4 

Cdn . C. C. s . cl os i ng down f or a ov e to Valenc i e mies . On 

Nov ember 9t h light e r sur g ic a l a n d me d i cal c ases we re r e ce i ved 

i n r ot at ion vvi t h No . :53 C, C. S . at Deua i n , 100 in t u.c.u. . 

On Nove" ber l Ot . t~e r ear party at agne z - l es - Dui sans , 

under Capt ain Tul l , a r r ived a t the ne i ghb oring s tat ion of 

.ii r nic he with 1 8 railroa d tru c ks c om rising th e r ema i nd er of 

the e quipment . This was trnloa de d dur ing the day . 

The swit ch , on _fov em ber 7th , t o the ordinar y 1·un of 

c a s ual ties was made with a v iew of aga i n pushing forHa1•d an 

ad vanced ope r ating centre . 3ut the ne cessity for so doing 

f a iled t o develop . Since Jul y , when the .Allies had regained 

the ini t i a tive on t he v✓estern Front , t h e enemy had been de alt 

terrific blows on one sectioh of t he front afte r anot he r . 

To s tave off def e a t he end eav our ed , on c e rta i n paits of h i s 

fr ~nt , t o r e t ire i n go od or de r to certa in strongl y prepa r ed 

p os it ions . But befor e he could ret it e one par t of h i s fr ont 

on a pa rt icula r defenc e system , he found t his s ys te p ierc ed 

on an other part of the f ro nt . ~s h i s ab il ity to res i s t 

t he s e at t a cks les s ene d , he f ound t hem occur ring mor e and 

more f re quently . '.J.'he end b ec a me i ne vitable . On November ';;I th 

c ame n ews of a p oss i ble c e ssation of host il itie s in the ne a r 

fu t u re . 

On the evening of t he l Ot h two 1', . C. 0 . ' s f rom 

the offic e of the D. M. S . bro ught wor d to t he s e rge ant s ' 

mess that Ger many had s i gne d an ar mist i ce be g i nni ng a t 11 

a . m. on t he mo.aow. Ev identl y the n ews ·be gan ci:rcula ting 

ab out t he town , f or a numb e r of v erey l i ght ::: were f ir e d . Other-
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wi se t here seemed to be no par ticular demonstration f or this 

long defer re d event . 

The morning of the 11t h was dull , the aft ernoon and 

evening drizzly • .ds far as the unit was concerned it wa s an 

ordinary rout ine day with 135 admissions , 4 dis c harged to 

duty , 3 dea t hs , 193 evacuated to base , and ~48 remaining under 

t r ea t ment at midnight . Of t hose admitted , 57 were sick and 

78 wounded . The majority of s ick we r e influenza and broncho 

pneumonia cases . Sever a l of the pat ients la claim to being 

the l as t man to be wound ed in the war , one main claiming he 

1•eceived his wound at 11.10 a . m. ::lhortly after 11 a . m. 

Chapla in Pi s her mad e the round s with the greeting of 11 .A Happy 

Hew 'rfa rn . In the evening there wa s a coll'=·iderable displ ay 

of ve r ey lights . Perhaps the most noticeable change the 

armistice brought to the rear are a was the display of l i ghts . 

No longer was it ne cessary to hav e all l i ght s ca:refully 

screened . 

One of the last of the wounded to be a d _itted by 

the unit met death under t r ag ic circum"' t ances . - '.i'VvO ser geants , 

father and son , both with long :cecords of s ervice at the 

front , were slightly wounded at t he same time . :I'he f a ther 

went to the d:ressing station , and rece ived an injection of 

anti - tet anus serum . '.the s on negle ct ed t o do s o , and de veloped 

t etanus . ? or th i s a very concen trated ser um was re quired . 

~he bulk of the uni t ' s stock had be en c alled in , but what 

was on hand was us ed , and applic _ tion f or a f ut her su.ppl y 

was made to every a dvanc ed depot of med ical stores wi thin 

r each . J.Jone ha d it , but one dep ot report ed that Ho . 1 B:citish 

C. C. S . had ob t a ined i ts l ast . 'l'hi s C. C. S . v:as found 

proc eeding to Mons . .J ith difficulty the se r geant' s b:ciga dl.e 

was reached by telep hone during the night , and a despatch 

rider re quested t o ob ta in and deliver a supply of th i s serum . 

'ihe Brigade I::a jor despat c hed a ri der at once f :c om near 

Valenciennes . '.i.' he s e:cum was delivered to the un i t at 8 a . 

next morning after a long and adven turous ri d e by the 

despat ch rider- , including tl:1..ree hour s unde 1· ar r est a t "'~one 

through a mi sunderst anding . ~he s erum a :crived before the 
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next dose was required , but unfort unately it was of no ava il . 

On the morni ng of No vember 15th Sist ers Johnson , 

'l'errill, - ice and Lloyd repre sented th e UL it at t he official 

entry into fons . 

On the 18th the Canadian Corps began it s march to 

the -hine . Thi 0 day , at 6 p . m., t he un it stopped receiving . 

Definite wor d was received that the unit woul d be advancing 

with the Canadian Corps i n the Sec ond .A r my •w ith 25 lorrie s of 

supplie s and e quipment . It was also learned that 23 C. C. s . 

was to take over the unit ' s site at AUberchicourt , and 

during the evening three of thei r se r geants arrived to look 

over the place . 

'.l.'he 20th was spent adjus ting stor es , clearing 

ordnance no longer 1•e qu ir ed , and laying aside the ma terial 

neces eary f or t he mo ve . A party of No . 23 C. C. S. arrived 

during the mo rning and t ook: over the r ema ining patients 

at 6 p . m. 

On the 21 st ' apt. in Ma cBeth left at sunrise with 

an advanc e pa l'ty to loc at e a s it e . 'i.1wenty - f ive lorries 

arrived sh ortl before noon , and loading was co mpleted oy 

dark . ..1. he 1·emainder of the equipment was either taken over 

by 23 C. C. S . or s tored at arniche , while two lorries of 

stores , principally sur gical , we re s e~ to the a . D. l . S., 

Douai, as no longe r being re quir ed . 

~he cas ua l t i es handle d at RUberc hic our t we re: 

Evacuated to Base 

Other Hos p itals 

'1 0 Duty 

Died 

SICK 
Officers Other 

7 

6 

4 

3 

- anl s 
231 

108 

4 

1 

Convales cent s to Goss elies 47 

.!OU1mED 
Off ic e l' s Other• 

10 

12 

3 

~nks 
~05 

114 

18 

49 

- -----------------
20 4 54 25 386 

Less convalescents fr om ~gnez 71 

dmit ted 20 385 25 3 86 

During the 24 days i n oper at ion at ,1uberchicourt the 

midnight fi gures show an a ve.rage of 1 51 under treatment . 
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.At sunr i se , on Novemoer 21st , 1918 , an ad vance party 

l eft ' uberchicourt with instructions to locate a suitable site . 

Thi s was to be as far advanced as p ossible . t noon thi s day 

25 lorries ar rived and we r e loaded by dark . 

On the 22nd the men were called at 4 . 30 a . w. and 

breakfasted at 5 . 00 . 1'he lorry party , with most of the personrnl 

and equipment , moved off just before sunris e . 

t 10 a •• on Nove mbe r 23rd s i x ambulances re ort ed 

as tran°portation for offic ers , s isters and ord er ly room . 

These ambul ances mo:rred off at 11 a . n ., together with one lo::cry 

and 15 men who had remained bebind as a cleanup par ty . 

One N. O. O. and two men we r e left as a guar d over 

the e quipment store d a t aniche . Two orderlies were also pl aced 

at the disposal of the 8 s i sters who wete not accompany ing the 

unit on its fo r ward move . ~woof these sisters , ~i 0 s Hatrison 

and d iss '.l'ate , b.s " been taken seriously ill , and wel.'e admitted 

t~ No . 23 C. C. S . It was much re gretted that Sis ter Tate , 

who had served v, ith the uni t for a lengt hy per iod and v1ho had 

be en sel ected for the ¼rip to the :thine , vra s unable to acco mpany 

t he unit . 

The ambulance party had a beaut iful day for theit 

journey , more like an early fall than a late November day . The 

route lay through }bscon and Escau.dain , a farm i ng and mining 

district , marked every . il e or so with a huge s l ag heap f rom a 

ni ne pi t . Unless i nterfered with , moving a1· i es s eemed to mate 

little i mpressi on on the ind us tr iou.s peasant r y . '.!.'he land s were 

being tilled as usu.al , though under diff i cult i es . In one 

fie ld a farmer was pl owi ng wi th three cows yoked ab r east . 

~t the highways pr e s ented a different s cene . i ro ops 

and army transport s we r e everywhere on the ro ads . But far mo r e 

striking than the orde1•ly proc ession of soldiea wer e the 

thou.s ands of civilians no ving along the highways , some travel -



276 . 

ling easterly and some westerly , but all homewards - often 

to an unrecognizable l ande cape of mud , broken brick , debris and 

shell craters . Many moved wit h but what they coul d carry , 

some drew a dog cart , while other s had harnessed themselves 

to two -whe eled carri ages or large c a rts . f ew of the vehicles 

1,1ere drawn by animal s , and these usually p resented strange 

c ombinations . b large hor se and a young bull were hitched 

together and seemed to pull good - naturedl y . 1.rr e q_uently a 

hon::e and cow were te amed , and yoke s of cows were quit e 

co r.imon . .ti r my lor1•ies 1,vere carry i ng as many civilian::-: as 

they could 1ove und er , and the l i ght railways we r e doing like 

wi se . Many of the civilians wer e elderlJ! , but they trudged 

hopefully on , as those nearing a long- pr om i s ed land . 

Pract ically everything of mil it a r y import anc e had 

been damage d or des troyed . Bridges and culvert s had been 

blown up , the railvrny lines des troyed and the canal s blocked . 

'.i1he enemy me t hod of ,1e s troying the r a ilwoa<ii was ingenious . 

A smal l explos ive char ge was pl aced und er every al t ernate 

joint , thus rendering all rails useless . i 'he roa dbed could 

not be used until the rails were removed , and t he ail way 

troops of ten found it quicker t o l ay a new line a long the 

highways t han to us e t he old roadbed . But there was als o 

destruct ion t hat b or dered on vand alism . Thos e age - old shade 

. tre es that lined t he highways , great trees th1·ee f eet across 

the butt , had all been cut dovm . 

App roaching Valencie nnes the shell hole s began 

appearing again in pl enty , becoming mo r e and more nurne1•ous , 

s howing where the enemy ' s r es i s t ance had again stiffened . 

The ent r ance to the town ha d been badly damaged , but in the 

neighbou£hood of the c anal and l ocks , evidently the chief 

line of a efence , the houses had be en batter ed to p i e ces . 

Beyond thi s the ruins gr aduall y cleared, and th i bet ter 

residential district at t he other end of t he t own was but 

slightly dama ged . 

and c al led on No . 

'1'he pa rt y re ached al enciennes at no on , 

4 Cdn . c . C. S . 7hi s unit had mo ved i n 
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on No vember , 7th and had handled the bulk of the casualties 

f .c om the Canadian Corps during its pe riod of concentration 

fo :r it s march into Ge:i:many . '...' hi s proved to be the trnit ' s 

l as t cont act wita fu . 4 Cdn . C. C. S., who , for nea rly a year , 

had been an agre eable neighbo ur and a partner to mos t of its 

moves . 

Obt aining a s uppl y of water the ambulanceparty 

moved on to open countxy , and s toppe d alongside a l ar ge field 

of cabba ge . He re the cooks lit the oil stoves and heated 

0ater for tea . Though the oil and sandwiches were slightly 

mixed , i t was an enjoyab le meal . 

'uievr a in was the next plac e of import ance . ~he 

stre et s were decorated wi th Belg ian f l ags , bright colo ured 

cloth decor at i ons , and banne r s s uch as "Honour to the .nllies" . 

1 t Jemappe , No . 8 1: . A . c ., old f riends of the .n ire days , 

were visited . Pass ing on , the pa rty came to Ghar leroi , lit 

up like a b it of London on a holiday . Gosselie s , the 

de stinat i on , ~a s reac he d at 7 . 4~ p . m. 

Gosselie s was an i mp ort ant town north of Charleroi , 

and connec t ed wi th the latter place by a st.reet ca r service . 

The town was completel y paved , and kept sc rupulously clean . 

The street s we r e swaboed down f :re quent l y , and the inhabitants 

s c:rubbed the s i dewalks i n front of the i r pr emises , oft en on 

hand s and knees . 

The s it e -e l ec t ed by the unit vrns a latge convent , 

r1 Ins ti t ut d.es Soeurs de la .Prov i dence " . It wa s a commodious 

building , having a la rge open court in its cent:c e . It was 

convenientl y ar xanged fo :r hospi tel pu:r pos es , wi th good 

ki tchens , bathe , laundry and numerous la:cge :roo ms . It was 

eas ily capab le of ho us ing a t hous and patient s . :i'he Ge r :;:i ns 

had used thh in the ir advance of 1914 , anc again on their 

recent t e t i rement . 

As soon as t he amb ul ance party a:cr ived , Col onel 

Bem1ett wir ed al l concerned that the station was 1•eady to 

r ec e ive . '.I'he nuns had thoroughly cleaned the pl ace after t he 

Ge:c an evacuati on , and had stacked the beds and mat:res s es 

1,vhich the enemy had been f orce d to ab and on . 'i'hese we.l'e at 
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once put to us e by the unit . l.he first pa tients arr ived at 

12 . 15 noon on the 24th . 

For days the town was gay with bunting , and the 

inhabitants vi ed with eac h other in welcoming the troops • 

.cl wealthy citizen placed a very fine :room in his reside1;c e at 

the disposal of the s er geants as a mess • . Unfortunately this 

had to be surrendere d sho:r tly , as Colonel Bennett f orbade 

messing away fl'orn the unit . On the evening of fovember 24th 

the re was u tumul tuaus ti. e in the square , with br a s s bands , 

dancing and sing ing , wel coming Currie and his t roops . 

On the 25th 1ia j or Gener al Guise - Ioor s , D. I.I . s . 

Second 11 r my , visited and complimented the utj.i t on it 0 quick 

action . '.L'he recent jump in th i s leap- frogging met hod of 

adva11cing c. c. <:: u , ' s had p l a c ed the unit, f or a s hort time 

at least , in the van , and c .l ose to the out p ost line . 'i.he 

movement or der ha d called f or a st a t ion to care for 300 c ases . 

'l'he 26th saw the unit 1111th 664 c as e s under t re atment , more 

than hal f of them s ick repat riated pr isoner ~ of wa r. 

ae the Ge rma ns moved th ier hospitals rearwa rds 

the left e hin d them any s ic k p.L' i s one r s - .3 titish , i rench , 

3el g ian and Serbians . It was a1•r ange d Hith the ene e1y tb..a t 

nll i ed ambulance ca:rn proceed ac.e2d of the ad v1:1nc int; out p o t 

lines , collect theee c as e s and transp ort t hem to llied 

C. C. S . ' s • .At times they He re :i:'ound in such numbers tha t 

the trans ort could not c ould not cope with them . In sich cases 

they we :re collected and at te nded t o by these ambulances unt il 

it was p os f ible to bring a C. C . S . up to t he collect ing 

point . she mov e 0 of s everal C. C. S . ' s we :r e based more on 

the n ec ess ity of ca:r ing f or these men than for the a dvancing 

troops . ~one who saw these case s at first haftd could quickly 

fol' get . 'l'v c rep o:ds , drawn up by Colonel Be1mett , will help 

visu~lize their condition : 

11 • Gosse l ies St a tion Nove mber 24th to De cember 6th , 

1918 . Et t hi s Station t he re were admitted 

Briti s h 

nllied Ar mies 

H. P. O. W. 

R. P . O. i . 

172 

166 

I n every c as e these men a.L'rived in a deplorable condition , 
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weak , dirty , emaciated and su:ffering from ver y marked i nani tion. 

1/ithout any except ion they were ve r y lousy , very scan tily 

cl othed and most of them ha 6 no unde! clothing . Of the few who 

had undetclothing many ha d obtained it n om Bel g i ans - s ome 

havin g wooll en and some having cotton py j amas a s uuder c lothing . 

11 large i-:.umbe::.c h..t-:i d no oot s while some had vrnoden Belg ian 

cl ogs • .ti fevr ha d ovetcoBts of nondescr i pt pa ttern • .a 1arge 

number had no caps and some were wi thout tuni c s . 

~he medic a l c a ses were suffering from star vation and 

i nanit ion chiefly with very marked d i s n•boe a wh i ch :resembled 

dysent r y . ~hose not too far g one s howed a marked improvement 

during the week they we re wit h us - the dia1• r hoea clearing up 

qu ic kl y . 

The ma j or i ty of the s ut g ic a l c ases ha d indolent dirty 

sloughing ulcers of the lB gs a ccompan ied in :nany cases oy 

grea t swelling of the feet . In many these ul c e :c s ha d spread 

due to lack of proper c are and dr e s s ing and lack of food . I n 

some c ases the oody wa s a l :c, o covered with the s e soles . It was 

rem1:ukab l e to s ee the c cange pro duced in a fev, days by proper 

c a re and YO Od fo od . Of the serious surg ic al c a ses one 

e s pec i al ly deserves mention - a compound frac tur e tib i a r:. _d 

fibula . Under ordinar,y care f r om the f i :rst this c 1:: se s hould 

have done well . .'> s it reac hed us it wae in a hopeless 

condition and very ~eptic ancl the man ' s condition very p oor . 

Even if negl e cted a t the b eg im, i ng an a mputation : a few 

weeks befo re he r ea c hed us s hould have been p e r f or med .' In an 

effort to e a ve his life an amputat ion 1 as p et formed ou t t he 

patient died a few days aft e:r . " 

11 B. Euskirchen Station . 

F rom December 11t h t o date (16 /1 2 / 18 ) only 30 

R. P. O. W. ha ve een receiv ed - mos tly · 1rench s oldiers . 1l1hes e 

a re i n a similar condition , just as di rty , lousy , emaci ated , 

scan tily clad , etc . as they can be . 'i'heir wound 2 show g r oss 

neglec t . I1he fo llowing case is , an il l u st r at ion of Ge 1·man 

negle ct . 
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'h i s i s a rench s oldier who had been in a ~e rman 

Hosp ita l s inc e Nov ember . He had on admission a l a r ge empyema 

of over fo ur p i nts . :&' rom hi s appearance i t i s evident t h at 

he has ha d th i 0 troubl e some t i me . 

To sum up al l the ?c . P. O. ', l . received v1 ere abs olutely 

and wantonly ne gl ected . :S i ght ha ve di ed in thi s C. C. S . all 

of wh om would have been l i ving but f or the t r eatment gi ven 

by t he Germans . It i s i mposs i bl e t o i magine men gett ing into 

s uch a condi ti on unl ess one s aw it wi t h his own eyes . " 

Forty - s even c ase s catre in on t he 24t h , 157 on the 

25th , 349 on the 26th and 87 on the 27th , t he active days of 

the f ir st rush . On the 26 th the unit began e vacuating by 

l orrie s and ambulance cars t o •. one• and Val enciemes . On the 

30th 1?2 c ase 0 were evacua ted on an i mprov i s ed ambulanc e 

train a de up a t Charleroi , another 16 2 oeing s ent out on 

De c ember 1s t . 

On Nov ember 29th the r a tion s i t uat i on became ac ute . 

'l'he t r anspor t at i on problem , the distanc e to the r at ion dumps 

an d the excess of pa tients re duced the s uppl y on hand t o a 

mi nimum . The s it uation was saved by obt a i n ing f r om the 

• S . O. Charl ero i ra t ions fr om s ome broken- down t ransport . 

n Dec embe r 2nd the un i t wa s call ed up on to t ake 

ove r c as e s f r om Hos . 17 and 36 C. C. S.' s who vrer e cle aring t o 

move f orwa rd . That aft ernoon 333 c as es ar rived and 101 c ame 

in on the f oll owing day . Hov<rn ver , an eva cuat ion of 35 7 

c ases to base l eft ·he hospital with but 217 pat i ents . 

On Dec embe r 4th the l ea ding Canadi an t roops cro s s ed 

into German territory. 1i t non11 t h i s day an ove rdue t ele gram 

was received or dering the unit to close down at 9 a . m. that 

mornin0 , and ma ke ready f or a mov e . ~hat afternoon 102 c ases 

~er e evacuated to Cha r l eroi , f ollowed by 111 on the bt h . Mos t 

of the s e c as es vrn.nt to 'O. 20 C. C. S ., who gave all p os s i ble ai d . 

On the morning of t he 5th l,Ia jor ~ ob ert s b;n , Ca ptain 

Ferr i s and t w or der l ie s pr oceeded to Dur en wi th i nst ructions 

to loc ate a site , and to r eport t he location to the D. I.I . s . 





Second Army at Spa . 

On the morning of th- 6th Capta i n Fis her pr oc &eded 

in cha:c ge of an adn,nce par ty including one lorry of equipment . 

He had orde .L' 0 to get in touch Hi t h :i1a j or n.obert s on , through t he 

6ffice of the D. ~ . S, , to loc ate new railhead i draw rations , 

etc . I n this way t he un i t c ould be ready to handle cases 

immediately on the arrival of the mail party . 

On the 7th twenty lot ries arrived and were loa ded . 

On the 8th t he unit rose at 5 a . m. and breakfasted by 6 . 00 . 

'i'he ot her five lo1•ries reported an ' u ere loade d . '.J..'he s ite 

wa P c omple tely vac a ted , the convoy ~o ving off a t 10 . 10 

'l'h is day saw the los e to the un i t of ,t . and .,,., .M. 

C. ,, • (Noisy ) '\iic Gill , v1h o left behind hi a long and devoted 

record of s ervice , ooth as orderly room s er geant und quarter 

master . He pr oc eeded t o j oin Ho . b Canadian t 'ield nm·bulance 

in the capa ci t of ~uar termaster . 

Casualti es han dled at Gosselies were : 

Conval escents from .,rnberc hicourt 
.ndmissions 

To duty 
Died 
...., es t stati ons 
Ot her Hospi tals 
Base 

Convalescents to -new s ite 

47 
1 ,1 48 

35 
13 

9 
399 
694 

1 ,195 

1 , 150 

45 

During the 12 days in operation at Goss elies t he 

mi dni ght figure s showed a average und er treatment of 370 

cases. 
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CHA TE_ XXV 
I 

I, 

'.l.1HE ADVANCE INTO GERivL.;HY I 
Dec ember 5t h , 1918 , f ound t he van of t he let 

Canad i an Casual ty Clear i ng St at io? on German soil . Leav ing 
J 

Gosselies at 7 . 30 that mo r ning , Ma jor Robert son , Capta in 

Ferris and t wo orderlies s et out , by ambul ance , f or Du.r en , 

Germany , where they were to s ele c t the next s ite for the 

s t at ion. 

They fo llowed t he 
/ 

ma in road through Namur , Liege , 

and on to Spa , arriving at t he l atte~ pl ace at 4 p . m. Aft er 

c alling at the of f ice of the D.M: .s . for inst:ruc tions and maps , 

they pushed on , cros s ed the Belgo - Ge rman bor der near St achem , 

and at Aix - la - Chapel l e put up f or the night. 

Duren was reached at 11 next morning . The Burgo

master was approached , and a lis t of s i tes that mi ght be 

s uit able f or a stat i on obt a i ned . A large sc ho ol with good 

accommodation and mod ern conveniences was s el ec ted . 

Leav ing Capta in er ris and two me n s.s a holding 

par t y , Lia jor Zoberts on proceed ed , on the !]}Orning of the 7th , 

to report the site to the D. :M . S., arriving at Spa at 11 a . m. 

He re he learned that the plans had be en changed , and that a 

site was to be s elected in Euski rchen ins te ad . 

1hil~ at Spa a unit lor ry under Uap tain Fisher 

reported . 'i'aking Cap tain - eacock and two men from t his lorry , 

Ha j or Robe1·t son proc eeded to t he office of the D. D. M. S . 

Canad i a _ Cor ps , a t Schlieden , having first ins true ted apt a in 

isher t o proceed t o Duren with the l orry , pi c k up the holdi ng 

party there , and ove on to Euskirchen . .nf ter stopp ing the 

n i ght at Schl ieden , Llajor nobe r ts on accompanied Colonel nell , 

D. D. iff . S. Canaoi an Cor ps , t o usk i.r cher.c , a1•riving the re 

on Dece mber 8th . A suit abl e site was quic kl y s elected . 

'.i.11'!.e f ortunes of the s econd pa rty to leave Gosselies 

may now be f ol lowed • .d lor .cy earing iJapta i n iisher , Captain 

Peac oc k , two drivers and f ive me 1, , wi th .r ati ons , stretchers 
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and med ical s upplies , s et out at 6 . 50 a . m., riday , De ce mo er 

6t h . Captain ?' ishe.r had order s to re port to t he D. 1~1 . s . 

Second Ar my , a t Spa and t o pr oceed thence to Duren , where he 

woul d c ont ac t :.:a j or obe rtson . 

li f te r le aving Na mur they f ound t he main roate to 

Huy blocke d by tr oops , making nec essary a long detou:r . F:rom 

Huy they proceeded to iege and on toward Spa , reaching haad 

? ontaine at nightfall . He re excellent billet s were obtained , 

the hos ts exhi b i t i ng every ki ndness . Reachin~ Spa next 

mo:rning , they encount e red }; ajor Robert s on at t he off ice of 

the D. M. s . The pl ans havi ng be en changed , they were instruct

ed to proceed to Duren , l i ft the holding party , ano move on 

to Euskir chen . Leav i P.g Spa at 1 . 30 p . m. , they cros s ed t he 

front ie r at dusk , and reached Aix-la - Chapell e a t 5 p . m. n 

Frenc h of f icer f urnished bille ts , t o which an English-speaking 

German guided t hem . he Germa n pe ople wer e very civil , 

show i ng no s i gns of hosti l it y . Duren wa s 1· eached at 12 . 30 

p . m. on the 8th . · he f ollowi ng day , having made neces sary 

repairs to t he lorry , they p icked up the hol di ng party , and 

proceede d to Eus l irc hen , arr i ving at 11 a . m. on the 9th . 

It was not un tj.l 10 . 10 a . m. on the 8th that the 

main body of the uriit left Gosse l ies , moving off i n t wo 

sections . The ambulance s ection , under Col onel Bennett, 

numbe red 4 of f ic ers , 7 sis t ers and 4 othe t :rnnks , occupy i ng 

four ambulance c a r s . The l or r y sect ion , under Gap ta i n 1.IacBeth , 

numbered 5 off icers and 130 other r anks , sharing with the 

equipment 25 moto1• lor ries , 1 charabanc an d 1 vrnt er cart . 

'lihe t wo sec tions proceeded t ogether unti_l well on the road, 

when the ambulance party pulled a head. 

'.i'he day was s unny and wa rm , with just a f aint b re e ze . 

'.L' he :rout e la y t hl'ough Charleroi a nd thence t o Hamur , tht ough 

an i ntensively clil:tivat ed ar ea . , i si ble expr ess ion of t he joy 

of the r ecently liberated i nhab i t ants was ever ywhere in 

evid ence. Hll throug h Bel gium flags were f ly i ng . Straddl ing 

the ro a dway of pr actically all commun ities , big or little , 
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wel' e l'·ecently constl'uc t ed arc hways , decked wi t h e ver greens , 

flags , streamers and banne1•s: nvi ve les · lliesn , n Honneur 

a nos br avesir , etc ., and f looded by l i ghts at night . 

Oc c as i onal German eff igies were hung a l ong the way . 

Na mur was r eac hed at 1 2 . 15 noon . ·f interest wer e 

the old henches and ba rbed wile entangl ements of 1914 , 

appea ring less damaged by the enemy than by the weather . s 

the ambulances a r ri ve d a demonstration in the nature of a 

huge process ion was be ing staged by the cit izens . ~he parad e 

was bu i l t up a:round existiri..g organi zat i ons - the veter 8ns , 

fra t el'l1al societies , s:hool children, etc . , a l l displ ay ing 

their ban11er 0 , r egal i a , and bu11ting . It was a happy - go - lucky 

affa i r , parading from t wo to twenty abreast . Pos s ibly the 

ol d so ldiers mi ght have kep c ~ome sort of for ma t i on had they 

been left to thems elves , but their f ami l ies ins i sted on j oi ni ng 

them arm- in- ar m. ihe best organ i zation was displ ayed by the 

scho ol-girls from six to twelve years , ~heir teachers had 

arr anged them in dozens , linked a r m- in- arm . 3ut how they 

marc hed mattered l i ttle . They were a people just liber ated 

from a bondage of over four yea ·s . Disc i pline or the time 

be i ng was cheerfuly la i d 8Side . It would ha ve been impos sible 

for them to express t hei~ feelings in st raight lines . 

1:1 t Na mur Colonel Benne tt succeeded in etting three 

more ambulances , providing be tt er accommodation fo r the 

r emainde1• of the journey . Lea ving Iiamur at 1 . 30 p . m. , the 

convoy followed the nor th~ r n bank of the :i.:euse . Befo:re 

leaving Gosselie w each member of the unit had beeTh is sued with 

fo ur days ' rations of bread , butt e r , cheese, hs. rdtac lc and 

bully . At 2 p . m. the party halted for an hour at t he edge 

of a beech wood , cade tea , pi cnic ked , and laid i n a supply of 

beec h nuts . At Huy , a pict u:rn sg_ue town , ove.i:looked by a big 

bluff , a halt was mad e or tea . Here it was discovered tha t 

the lorry party ha d al.r eady arri ve d , having proceeded. by 

another route , and having na de f ewer halts . JJa rknes c had 

arr i ved before t he journey irns resumed along the left oank of 

the :i,;euse . .c.1 bout 8 p . m. the pa 1•t a uived a t Liege , and 

Etopped f or the night . ~he officers and wister s put up at 
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hotels , and t he ot hers in the ambulances . 

'.V he journey was resumed at 6 . 30 a . m. on t he '::Ith . 

Like l:l. homin6 _p i geon ge tti ng i t e bea r ings , the convoy c ircled 

the city a few times befo re s tr i king out on t he i.'oad to Spa . 

This s tr etch of road afforded s o e of the best scenery ye t 

encountered - large hills , s ome wooded , othe r s ba rren and s la t e

rocked . Beyond Liege the roa d skirt ed s ome of the old, defence 

works , revealing much ore evidence of battle than those about 

Namur . Rt Theux , a smallish pla ce , overlooked b y a crumbl ing 

castle on a cliff , si gns boatds were seen indi cat ing the 

pre s ence of No . 36 C. C. s . 

Spa was reached at 10 . 3 0 a . m. 'J.'his fa, ous r es ort 

was not seen to i t s best advantage , as a dri zzle set i n shortly 

after the pa~ty arrived . German officer s , on lia ison work in 

connect ion with the ... n mistic e , were much in evidence , and a 

German motor lorry was run 1i ng ab out wi th a white f l ag hoi s ted 

from its petrol tank . Ow ing t o a shortage of gas oline , a 

t rip to the railhead at Stave ot was necessary . During he 

whole of the advance into Ger many the unit experienced diffi 

culty in r epleni s hing it s gasol i ne supply . nt the off ic e of 

the D. M. S. Colonel Benne.tt learne d that Euski r c hen was the 

destination , so the party retraced its s t eps to Theux , and 

proceeded thence to Ver viers , where touch was established 

with the lorry par ty . 

The German border was crossed a t ab out 4 p . m. wi th 

Eupen the f i r s t German t own . On the enemy s i de of the border 

there were no f l age or decorat ions to greet t he victors . 

Aix-la-Ch~pelle (known to s cho ol chil dren f or it s treaty} was 

r eached at 4 . 45 ~ · m. 

On leaving ;, ix-la - Chapelle the pa r ty began exper

i enc i ng diffi culty in keep i ng the r i ght road , be i ng at the 

mercy of the Germans f or direct ions , and handic appe d i n that 

no one in the party knew the enemy language . The.re were a f ew 

bad deviat i ons fr om the proper cours e . On one occasion a 

German soldier , who und erstood 2rench , put the party on the 

right road . 

' 
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.Amus ing experiences occurt·ed in those places wher e 

only German wa s sp oken . 3ome of t he pa1•ty would knock at a 

door , present a map , and say nDuren" . The I an of the house 

would volubly expl a in . In the midst of h i s explanation, the 

f1•au wollld interrupt wit h a stream of German , wa ve her· a rms 

in all d irections , and leave the s eekers in more bewilderment 

than ever . Young Fritzes from the c r ad l e up would appe a r on 

the s cene , and add volubly to the confusion . Everyone seemed 

eager to as 2ist . 

But one bit of truculence was encountered . In one 

small village an old l ady shook her f ist aft er one of the 

ca.rs and said something . It mi gh t have be.en German , but it 

sounded suspic.iously like "Cats and Dogs" . 'fhen, as if sc a red 

at he:r intrep idity , s he made a hast y retreat to he:r dwelling . 

Per haps by this act ion t he p oo:r old lady was relieved of some 

of t he bitterness of loss . 

1it Duren a couple of Prauleins (not bad lookers) 

who spoke Engli sh. f airly well , gave concis e directions to Eus

kir c hen. 11 You g o to ze squaire - zen yoll tuL'n zat vrny - yess • 11 

At Euskirchen , He adquarters of t he 1st Canad ian 

Div i s i on was located , and Col onel Bennett went off in the 

company of a red - cap officer . Divis ional Headquarters insisted 

on s e1•ving hot lunch to the first Jur s ing Sisters i n Germany , 

and the officers of the party accompanied them . This hos _p ital 

ity was more appr ec iate d by the off ice:rs and sister s than by 

the other r anks , who s e appet ites sha rpened with the wait . The 

courte s ies over , the party pro c eeded t o the s i te at the outskirts 

of the town , ar.civing shortly before 1 midnight . The ambulanc es 

were unloaded , and t he ot he L' tanks served wit h ho t c ocoa before 

retiring . 

The f o'r tune s of t he lorry pa rty may now be f ollowed . 

The main b ody of the personne l an e quip ment, in 27 lorries ~nd 

charabancs , left Goss e lies at 10 . 10 a . m. on the morning of 

Dece ,.iber 8th . It &cc ompanie d t :he ambulance party for a short 

dist ance , then dropped behind . '.i:'he road ._, wer e f ound to be in 

fair condition , but f re que ntly congested ~ith traffic . ~ach 

gaily decorated town and village accorded them a hear ty welcome. 

arly i n the aft ernoon the convoy passed through na .ur . 1, t ao oll t 
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4 . 30 a halt fo x the ni ght was made at Huy , the nat tue of the 

r oa ds making i t diffic ult f or heavily - laden lorrie s t o pas s 

one another in t he dark . Sl e ep i n g quarters f or t he personnel 

was ob t a ined at No . 2 Canadian C. c. S., where k i t chen 

f acilities were alvo p l a c ed at the party ' s di s p os al. The 

off ic er s were b ill eted in t h e t own , and were well c are d fo r 

by the cit i zens wit h whom they chanc ed to be loc ated . 

~nearly star t ~a s mad e the fo llowi ng morning , one 

l orry r ema ining behind owing to a breakd own. Vervier s was 

reached a t no on , and a h alt for lunc h ma de . f he front ier was 

e r oss ed at Stoc kholm, and a hal t f or the n i ght ma de a t upen . 

The town was very quiet . .an i nterpreter who spoke ''llgli sh quite 

fluently wa s wa i t i ng a t th e ro ad'> i de . The convoy was c ond uc,t ed 

t o the office of t he Bur gomast e r , whe r e arr angements wer e made f or 

billeting the pe r s om1el. .A l ar g e well - hea ted and well-lighted 

boys ' school was placed at the di s p os al of the part y . '.l'he l arge 

kitchen suffic ed for the need c of the per s onnel . '.i'he German ed 

Or o s s nur s e a nd her mother , who were appa l' ently the only 

occupants of the build ing , gave al l p ossible t.i s s is tance . '.!.'he 

nur se prepa ie d d im1e r and breakfast f or the offic ers . 

An early star t was made next morn i ng , e nd .bix - l a 

Chapelle was rea c hed by 9 a . m. ~ lar ge s t at ue of the Ka i se r , 

veile d i n bl ac k , wa s seen i n the s quare . ~he i nhab it an t s s eem~ 

friendly , an d a guide wa s earl y secured to set he pa i ty on 

t he right ro ad to Dur en . Dur en was reacL1ed at n oon , and many 

of the pers onnel we :te s upplie d v1 ith ho t coffee gr a tis by the 

cafe proprietors . 1he of ficers d ined a t a hotel where the 

wa iter was decide dly antagonis tic , apparently c a rrying out his 

order s und er c o 1straint . Euskirchen wa s reached in the aft er 

noon , December 10th . 

'.i.'he roa ds in Germany ,·e re in bett e1· condit ion and 

better c ared f or than i n Bel g ium or ? r anee . ~he Ge r man farms 

were i n an excellen t s t a te of c ul t i vat ion , fa rm hor s es , cattle 

and s heep being muc h mo r e numerous than on t he o t he.L' side 

of the b ord e r . 1he y oung wo men seemed fti endly , the old men 

cu:t io us , the children very fr iendly , and the men i nd i f.te .r ent . 

~11 were appa rent ly well f e d . 
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The British dvance to the ~hine was carried out 

by the .Second and f ourth <l rmies . On ~ vember 17th a screen 

o:f c avalry moved forward :from t he line occup i ed at t he ti e 

of the armistice . On t he 18th the infant r y began their 

advance , and were cros s ing the _hine on Decembe r 13th. The 

Second '' rmy advanc ed on a two - Cor ps fr ont , the Canadian Co.rps 

(First and Sec ond Divisions onl y ) le ad i ng on the right . The 

t wo senio r Canad ian C. C. S . ' s we re selec t ed to accompany 

the Canadian Cor ps , and t heir moves were designed to keep 

them in as close touch wit h these tro ops as possible . But 

as casualty clearing stations a re less mobil e than infantry , 

C. C. S . ' s found thems elves , as dur i ng acti ve operations , 

handling cases convenient to the i r loc a tion r a ther than thos e 

from any pa rticular body of t r oops . 

~'he mov e t o Euskirchen again put t he unit in the 

van of t he C. C. S.' s , and it was among the f irst (probab ly 

the fir s t) to operate on Ge r man s oil . To co m emor a t e t his 

occ as ion the s er geants of the unit had a l a r ge number of post 

cards of the occup i ed ins titut ion superscribed with : 

n~,he ir st Canadian Hospital in Germany 
establis hed by 
~he First Cana dian Ca s ual t y Cl ear i ng Station 
December 9th , 19~8" 

'he 11 Ta11bs tummenarn~t ald t 11 , the Inst itution for the 

Deaf and Dumb , on the outskirt s of Euskirchen , lent its elf 

for the pur poses of a hos pital better than any buil ding yet 

occupied by t he unit . - It was a three - storied building , having 

i n addi ti on a roomy bas ement and att ic . It was modern, 
) 

c entr ally he a ted , and l i ghted e l ectric ally . 
I 

The sani ta ry al'r ange ment s we r e exc ellent . '.1.here 

we re plenty of baths , with an up- to - dat e se ries of s hower s , 

and a disinfeeting chamber in the basement . '.!.'here was a 
l arge ki t chen , excellent messing a cc ommodation , and good store 
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rooms . The large clas2 rooms made excellent wards . It 

seemed that t he whole building had been designed f or the 

ve-:ty purpose to wh ic h it was now be ing put . 

The lor-:ty par ty arr ived at 4 p. m. on December 

10th , and at 7 p . m. the unit wired all concerned that the 

station was ready to receive . ~he first pa tients arrived 

shortly before midnight . S.' he D. 11..i: . S . , calling on the llt h, 

congratulate d t he unit on being ready so quickly. 

For the first four days admissions a ver aged about 

100 per day . Then , the l ong march to the ~hine being over , 

the number dwi ndled r·ap idly to less than half . 

Being now in enemy territory , orders were given 

that troops should never travel in less than pair s • .dlso , 

the troops found t hemselves experimenting with a new language 

and a new currency . Ca r mon r oba.r_t r .., new co i nage , nten 

pennyfigs 11 had quite a circulation . 

1Iajor Mersereau , discussing the advisibility of 

put ting in unit routine orders a note to the effect ths t the 

men should pa mor e at t ent ion to dress , said : "No matter 

how go od a s oldier a man is , if he doesn ' t look l i ke a 

sol dier , these Germans will not pay him due r espe ct. 11 '.!.'his 

he followed by a delightfully unconcious reflection on 

himsel f : 11 I f ind it very difficult t o get the Germans at 

t he stat ion to do wha t I require of them . 11 

The t alk of boycotting Germany after the wa r al ready 

s eemed incongruous . ne saw the German stores lined with 

Bri h sh and Canad ian t roops , buying souveni,r s at boom pr ices . 

One unit membe1~ offered a civilian policeman ten francs for 

the pickelhaube he was wearing . ~he policeman politely 

de clined to part wi th i t , say i ng that an English officer had 

already offered hi :. a hurldred . ory ,·cLeod could not tempt 

an eld~rly Ge rman to part \ ith his yard - long p ipe . Stephen 

Dext er , of the orderly room s t aff , brought back to _uarters 

some nembr and t reproduct ions tha t cost him ten marks . His 

interest in a.ct was not commended . ... a ther he was so r agged 

by other members of the staff about trading v1 ith the enemy 

that , to obtain res pite , he tore them up . '.]hereupon he wa s 
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severely lectured on his iasteful habits . 

bt Euskirchen a few prelimi nary s teps toward 

demobilization were take n . Acting on orders , old correspond

ence was overhauled . Doc uments of h i storical i mp ortance 
~ 

were prepared for the Records Office , while non - e ss ential 

c orrespondence was destroyed . '.L'he medical st a ti st icians 

also took a few parting s h ots . Am ong other things , someone 

wanted- to know i f the unit had any information that mi ght 

show whether gas wa r fa re ~as effectiv e or not . 

On De ce mb er 1 2th the D. :iJ. S . advised that the un i t 

would shortl,y be moving to Bonn , and that 1;0 . 3 Aus trailian 

C. C. S . woul d t ake over t he pr esent site . · n the 13th 

Colonel Bennet t visited Army Headquarters a nd was instructed 

to select a s ite in Bonn . This day the Commanding fficer 

of No . 3 bus tralian C. C. S . visited and exami ned the uni t ' s 

l ay out, with a view of taki ng over . 

On ·nece rnu er 14th Colonel Bem1ett and ,Ia j or _ obert s on 

p roceeded to Bonn . ,I i th the aid of an interpreter fr om 

Rathhau s , a large numoer of plac es we re examined , but none 

wer e suitabl e . L.ox e were exam i ned next day , and the St . 

lfa rien ' s Hospital was s elected . ,i hen the announcement of 

this selection was mad e , heavy opp os ition by the German board 

of' this hospital and the burgomas ter at !la thhaus was encour,ter 

ed . '.L'ce;;· c alled i :rc. the Ger '.Ilan Director of l,iedical ArI' angements 

and a German professor who was i n terested in t he Hosp ital . 

'.i'hes e a l so offered strenuo us objections . Colonel ennett , 

howeve1· , pe 1• sisted in h i s demand an. f i nally obtaine d unwilling 

consent . 

On the 17t h it was learned that the Ge:i:mans had 

a ga in b alked , an a another vi s it to Bonn , this time with t he 

D. 1.1 . s . of the r my , wa 0 neces s ary . '.L'hey c all ed on the _f. r ea 

Commandant , the D. ~ . S . st a ted tha t the hos pital wa s wanted , 

and the Ger ans were given until sunri s e on December 20 th to 

e vacuate . 

On ecember 18th Lla jor obert s on , Capt ain Ferris 

and a small pa rty went f o~·wa rd t o the neri sit e to s e e that the 

Ge r mans we re living up to the it instructions as t o non- re moval 

of furniture and f itt i ngs . '.che.Y wer e f ound to be taking away 
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i t . On t he l~ t h ten lorries of e qu i pment anct addit j onal 

pers onnel 1ent fo r wa rd to the new s ite . 

Late in t he e veni ng of De c embex 20th Co lonel em1ett 

g ot n ord that no . 2 Cdn. C. C. 8 . we re passi11g Lhxough t o Bonn . 

In a spirit of rivelry he endeavoured t o be the f i1 st lo open 

up on the .!1hine, s o tho 0 h sti ll ope1atiL6 ._t: Bus ~irc hen , he 

had the essent i a l s of the orderly room packed tha t evening for 

an early start the following :Jorning . '.11hat same even i ng , 

whi le still in Eus kirchen , kno wi ng t hat some t ime must elapse 

before the message c ould be .r el ayed to the· f ield ambulances , he 

wi red all concerned tha t he was rea dy to receive i n Bonn . 

1rhe orde1•ly r oom went for wa rd at 7 . ::io a . .11 . on the 

21 st , pa ssing through a level farming count ry , on a go od tree 

lined road , the latter pa rt of the journey being through 

c ons iderabl e fo r est land . It was a j ourney of only three 

quarter s of an hour . The.re wa s no closing down of t he C. C. S. 

during th i s move , the uni t be i n g open in Bonn before closing 

at Euski r c hen . On the 21st the rear party evacuated 108 

c ases to bas e , s ent 5 to duty , turned t he s it e over to ~ - 3 

Australian C. C. S ., and r eached Bom1 at dus k . 

Pa tie nt s handl e d &t Eus ir_chen 

Convales cents fro m previous s i te 
Admitted 
~ eturned to duty 
Evacua ted to Base 
Convalesc ent s to Bonn 

45 
701 

35 
6 7 '7 

746 

712 
34 

During the eleven days of ope1•a tion the :,iidni g ht 

f i g ures show an aver age of 188 c ases under t reatment . 

Jus t as the .dllied .d r mi es re garded t.b..eir aHival a t 

the . hine as an out ward symb ol of the ir vic t or y , s o too mi ght 

t he 1st Canadian Caeualty Clearing Sta t ion re gard t heir 

loc a tion in Nt . Uarien ' s Hos p i tal . This hos pital , loc uted on 

t he h i g hest hill i n t he loc ality , the enusber g , and cateri ng 

t o the ar i s tocracy of Ger many , was palat i al in des i gn , 

e quipment , i n its grounds and surroundi ngs . 

From the upper stories of the buildings one could lo ok 

ov er the s hade trees to the valley of hOQs etops and spires 

ma r ki ng the Ci ty of Bonn . .Build i ngs hid t he ~ h i ne from vi e•v , 
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but one could see the huge spans of the bridges . ~d joining 

the hos pital ground s was the Ka iser Pa rk , a wooded trad 

ri s i ng sti l l hi gher on t he Venusber g . 

It wa s easy to account f or the reluctance displayed 

by t he Germans in s urrende r ing these building s to t he unit . 

Some of the nuns , who had spent years of the ir lives here, gave 

way to tea r s when they :rnalized that they had to leave . 

But the enemy ' s l o 0 s was the uni t ' s gain . Both 

pat i ents and per sonnel made t he selves as muc h at home as they 

had previously in hut or canvas . The s er geants found them

selves loc ated on the se cond f loor of one of t he les ser 

build ings , s leeping i n downy be ds in well-furnished ro oms . 

very comfort ab l e mes s was established , but , eve n at tha t , 

the D. M. S . , on tour of inspe ction , sugges t ed tha t add itional 

fit tings be b:r ought in from other buildings . 

In the tovm sever al c afe s , cinemas and amus ement 

place s wer e re s er ved f or the us e of Britieh t roops . Later , 

the t roops were permitted to make us e of those fre quented by 

the inhab i tants as well . b t fir st pas s es to Cologne were no t 

gr ant ed , but this re s triction was s oon removed . 

Fr a ternization with the enemy was fo rb i dden , and 

t vrn member s of the unit , being re porte d through the Town Liajor 

by the milit ary police , were awarde d three days f orfeit ure of 

pay and allowance s fo r "ii hen on .d.Ctive Service Contr avention of 

Sec ond .1:nmy Or der No.-- - :B1 r ate r 11 izing wi th an inhabitant of 

the occupied te rritory" . I.iembers of the unit f elt a rather 

un- Chri s tian sens e of sat isfaction when shortly after , an 

occ asi on aro s e wherein they we:c e able to tu;i.·n the tables on 

one of thef;e neces sa ry evil s of army life wit h a simila:c c es. rge . 

On De ce mb et 24th No . 2 Cana ~ian C. C. s . r ece ived 

and t he:ce a fte:c alter nated wit h the 1s t Cdn . C. C. S. 

Decembe r 25th wa s Chri s tma s - like . .J.·he grour1d was 

snov1- clad at dayli 0 ht , an d mor e now f ell during the mo1' £1ing . 

At 11 . 30 a . m. the pat ient s commenced their f'i :cst and l a st 

Ch:cis tmas d inner on the 3hine . It wa s a bount iful repast , 

much of the credit being due to the Canad i an Re d Cross and other 

friends in Can ad a . 'i.'he up - patients " at at long tables down 
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on either s i de . 'i.'he decorations , the Chris tmas tree an d the 

l a r ge . 'ed Cross Chr is tmas stocki ngs mad e a festi v e show . 

Si r Arthu.r Currie, G. 0 . C. Canad i an Corps , Sir Henry Burstall , 

G. O. C. Se c ond Canadian Divi sion , Col. - · hi . Simpson, D. D. ·A: . S . 

Canad i an Cor p..., , were among the v i s i tors , and made the rounds 

of the pat i ent s and pe r s om1e l , wishing all a l,ier r y Christmas . 

'.I'he me n , together with the att a c hed , ha d their 

Chr is t mas d inne1· and tree in t he ··ec 1• eation r oom, whic h wa s 

decorated f or the occasion . ~t 2 o ' clock the s ergean t s to ok 

over the ki t chen for the pur p ose of p repa ring a nd s erving 

dinner • .t1t 4 p . m. we ll - l a den 9l a te 2 oegan the ir jour ney up 

t he d umb waiter , and ere long d i1•t y d i s hes we.re .returning. 

I t was a dinne r of ma 1zy courses , and one s er geant st ill ha s a 

viv i d recol lect ion of three and a ha lf hours of high speed 

d i sh- washing . 

The of fice:re n d s i st er s merged thei r festivit i es . 

~he had their Christmas tr ee as well a s t h e other r anks . 

~heir C~Jistmas dinn er began at 8 p . m. and lasted we l l i nto 

the evening . ~he many i nformal speec hes and jests mad e Lhe 

t i ue seem short . 

~ t 8 p . m. the sergeants sa t down to an el aborate 

dinner, n a l a Thom'1 , beg i nn i ng , as Caren Robar t re a r ked , with 

a 11 Hors d ' oeuv r en and endi:ng "hor s de combat '1 • Perhaps i t 

wa s t he t1nac customed work connect e d with their kitc hen fa t i gue 

that caused the s er geants to retir e at a most r espectable hot1r . 

Be that a s it may , whe n f our of the officers , the ir own a f fai r 

c cncluded , c ame ov er , t o , help the ser geant s celebrate Christmas 

t he s e a r my backbones we r e s ound as leep . Believing that thi s 

was not a f it ting manner of c e lebr a ti11..g their f ir st an d 

p robably oniy hr i stmas on the Rh ine , the vi s i tor 0 a rous ed them 

f t om their s lt1mbe r s . '1.' he ofI'lce1·s i ns isted t hat t hey turn 

out and s t a r t Chr i s tmas al l over aga in . 1'hey oacked and won 

their a r gument by comma ndeo r ing all the be m-c l othes. ~hrist.as 

must ha ve t eached it s l egit imat e calenda::: end before these 

visitor s dep arted . 
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On January 12th 65 Servian r risoners of Jar were 

admitted , the majority suff ering f rom influenza . Ovring to 

the treatment received in the German prison c amps they were in 

no condition to st and up aga ins t this di sease , and an extra

ordinarily large percentage of t hem died . It ITas difficult 

to obtain their re gimental pa rticulars . Some of t hem had 

picked up a little Ger man vhile in prison camps , and a Ge rman 

inter pre t er obtained some not very reliable data . n call f or 

assistance was mad e on the Ge.L·man authorities . ':L'hey finally 

loc ated a Bulgarian girl who knew both Serb ian and Ge rman , and 

the data s he oot ained was angl icized by an Engl ish- spealting 

Ger, an . .:i lly 1•equest that patients might \,i s h to make was 

also sol icited . terhaps a slip in translation accounted for 

the fact that nea rly every one of t hos e dangerous ly ill cases 

were :i.•ecor ded as having aske d for c ucum·be:rn . 

On the 12th the .t ri nce of ,'/ale s vis i ted , and had tea 

with the of f icer s Ll nd s ister s . Bonn saw the ac me of the social 

life of the Canadian Corps . L!o :L' ps , Divisional and .31•i gad e 

.deadqua:l.'ters haa loca t e d in the choicest residences , and vi ed 

wit h each other in the i r entertainments . Sisters of the 

Canadian St ations we re in constant demand f or these functions . 

Towa:i:d the end of Janua ry the Canad ian Cor ps began 

to .1ove back , and a Bri t i e h Corps r eplaced them . On .c'eb :ruary 

4th Si r Hubert i'l umer , Second .~ rmY Commander , ni s _"1 , D. C., and 

the D. M. S. Second 11 r my visited . Sir Hubert thanked the unit 

fo:r the ve.cy efficient help they had gi ven , stat i ng "beyond 

question the 1st Canadian C. C. S. is the best I have s een , and 

certainly ha s the best kept place of any in the army" . ' he 

ins pecting pa l'ty spe ci ally p osed for all .r anks who ha d c ame ra s , 

and many p icture s wer e t aken . ne fo.re leaving the .a rmy 

Commander wa :i:ned the unit that they we re soon to leave , and 

stated that he :regrett ed their going . 

That evening t he unit held its fourth anniversary 

dinner in co mmemoration of it s arrival in i:' r ance . nll r anks 

attended , as well as s everal of the ol d friends of No . 8 

M. . C. Spee ches we r e made by the mat ron , a ll officer s and 

by s ever al of the men . 
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An advance par t y of No . 29 C. C. S. , Lt . -C ol . 

Carmic hael , his ..,_. l;I. and 2 5 ot her ranks , arrived a t 4 . 30 p . m. 

on ~ebruar~ 7t h , having been 16 days in box cars . riginal 

or ders called f or the un it' s departure on the 10t h , but , &s 

the ad vance pa rty of 29 C. C. S . had not sufficient pe rsonnel 

to run such a l ar ge establ i shment , t he order was c ancelled . 

The main pa rty of 29 c . C. S . a rrived a t 8 a . a: . on the 

11th . 'i.'he remaini ng pat i ents and all un it equip,.nent , except ing 

a few orderl y room things , the library and dent al e quipment , were 

handed over at 2 p . m. ~o r d was r ece ived that the un i t wo uld 

leave Bonn at 1 5, . 55 hour s on the 12th , and that t he tra i n would 

be i n pl a ce on t he 11 th so that c a r s could be fitted out wit h 

s toves f or the l ong journey . ~he tra in did not mat eria l i ze as 

stat e d. 

The box cars were n ot pl a ced at t he dispos al of the 

unit until noon on the 12th . '.1.'hes e were fitted with st ove s and 

t arpaulins . nb out 1 . 30 p . m. the e quipment be gan moving to the 

s t a t i on in ambul ances and lorrie s . The e quipment had dwindled 

to a mere shadow of its former s elf - some r ed cross suppl ies , 

dent al e quipment and pers onnel belongings . The or derly room bad 

been reduced t o one t2ble box and one lar ge basket . ~he train 

pulled out a t 4 . 30 p . m. 

J ust befor e l eaving the D. M. S . c al l ed t o say goodby e 

and thanked the un i t for the help they had given and f or the 

cheetful mam1er in which t hey ha d over c ome all diffi culties . 

Thi s day t he nurs i ng s i s ter s were struck off the 

st.rength of the uni t • .A cting rna t:i.·on John::on , Sist er s D. K . 
I 

IJia cKay and liI . M. Chisholm were attached to 29 C . C . • and 

Siste:r s H. H. -ice , A. C. lvia cDougall , G. B . •fa te:r s , .L . G. 

Larter , C. H. Hague and 1; . I.I . Stedham proceeded to the Hostel 

a t Col ogne whe r e they woul d t a ke an a~bulance train to the base . 

Pa tiertts handled at Bonn : 

Convalesc ents from Euskirchen 
hdmi tted 
Discharged to Duty 
Died 
Other Hosp ital s 

vacua ted to Bas e 

34 
_1 , 082_ 

181 
53 

115 
76 7 

1 , 116 

1 ,116 

Dur ing the 53 days in operation at BoILD the midn i ght 

fi gur es show an avera ge under tr eatment of 123 c as es . 
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The uni t began its homeward j ourney on February 12th , 

1919 . ~t 4 . 30 p . m. the train left Bonn , enr oute for the Base . 

It proceeded a short distance , stopped , and finally got away 

at dusk . Ho . 2 Canadian C. C. S . moved out on t he sa:ne train . 

Ei ght box c a r s were allo t ted to each unit , while a third clas s 

carriage was sha r ed by the of f i cers of both . 

Of th e cars a llotted t o t he unit , one was used as an 

officers ' mess , one for the men ' s itc hen , one f or s tor es , one 

for the se r geants and fo ur f or the men . ~he usually dr afty 

fl oor s had been cover ed wit h t a r paulins to keep out bS muc h of 

t he wi ntry cold as possible . 3tove e had been i ns t alled , t he 

p ipes find i ng an exit through a s heet of corruga ted iron olock

ing t he partial~ening of t he door s . ~he coal suppl y could be 

r epl eni shed (s ur reptitious l y ) a t nearly e ver y s t op . Thas t he 

trip to the bas e , though the ground was bl anke ted wi th snow and 

three inc hes of ic e covered t he canals , was one of the mos t 

c omfortable moves mad e by the unit , being far ahead of pa s s enger 

c oac h accommodation in conveni enc e . 

The tr i p was greatly enjoyed . The re wer e no fatigues 

and no worr i es . In the s er geant s ' mes s , brid ge and pontoon , 

pl ayed upon a t ab le i niprovis ed f r om t he S. M. ' s camp bed , helped 

the hours to pass q_uickly . Ca r mon .r obar t , a r aconteur of not e , 

was a t hi s best . Hi s elab orate t al e of a bear adopting a n i ne 

yea r ol d boy convi nc ed his audience that the days of 1 ornulus &nd 

: e mus and ~irmanias were not yet pas t . He cl aimed that moose 

and de er h.a d tails - not much , i t vrns true , but en ough to make 

the m respectable , that deer came out t o "gr ou(: e 11 a t n i ght , and , 

when a sked v: hat t hey ha d t o gr ouse aoout , offered t o play a 

tune on the " linoleum" . 

Namur was reached a t 7 . 30 a . m. on t he 13th , and the 

train s to pped fo r an hour in Cha rleroi Sud at 9 • .:iO a . m. .;d van-
' 

t age ,as taken of this s top t o a rr ange that No . 20 C. C, S. take 

over a s upply of unit bl anket s stored a t Gos selies , cle aning up 

the l as t i tem of thi s natur e . ~t 11 . 30 the train s topped a t 

Luttre , and the unit lunched . _uge q_uantities of destroyed 
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Geiman ·var material was in evidence from harler oi onward . 

One end of the Luttre railway yards was choked wit h gutted 

German railway trucks , covering an are a about eight tr acks 

wide and 400 yards long . From this point in the journey t he 

train s eemed to s top at everybody ' s bac kyard . 

s top was made near _ognon to give the men tea . 

.d t wenty mi nute 

During a stop 

at Edingen , around 4 p . m., obinson , a ~embe r of the unit 

returning f r om lea ve , was p icked up . part icularly beaut i ful 

sunset was witnes s ed dur i ng a stop nea r Gel i ngen . 

_t 7 . 30 a . ~ - on the 14th the train stopped a t St . 

Omer for about 15 minute s ; ~he outskirt s of Cala i s was reac hed 

at 9 . 15 a . m. and the jou.rney was not resu, ed until 1 8 . 20 . Prom 

Cala is to ~oulogne t he right of way mi ght appropriately have 

been named Tin Can Avenue . Tins of all des criptions , s izes and 

ages , old br a z ie r s and even an odd German he lme t , lined both 

si?e 0 of the trac k, most of them flung thete from the vr indows 

of passing tra i ns by the nevet ce as i ng streams of troops . 

Nap ol eon ' s monument a t :S oulogne was s i ghted at 2 . 20 p . m. 

Skir ting the dull , squalid section of t he town , the t rain 

proc eeded to Etaples , arriving at i ts destination a t 5 . 30 p . m. 

1he General Ba se Depot had not been wa rned of the 

unit ' s arrival , a nd almost an hour elapsed before tr ansport 

c ould be secured . :i .• ost of the men mar ched to camp , a few .re

maining t o load t he e quipment . ne l orry of _ed Cross suppl ie s ~ 

principal ly red bl ankets , was despatched to one of t he Canad i an 

Hospital s . nfte.r c onsiderable difficulty the unit managed to 

secure a corner of one of the Base Depot sheds to s tore the 

small quanity of pe rishab le mat erial s s till in it s p ossessi on , 

and a dump was est ablished in the ope fot the stoves . The 

offi ce s were given billets and t he men allotted to tent l i nes , 

nine or ten to a tent . a ll was at .r anged by 10 . 30 p . m. 

~he c am ps we re on a tange of chalky hills whose 

surface w&s co ve r ed v7ith a thin coat i ng of poor loam . 'ihe mud 

did not beco me deep , bUt ma naged to be a nuisaLc e . All otderly 

room was es tablished in tee store 1•oom, bu t the re nas little to 

do as the uni t vrns just 11 s tanding by" . 1.i."he town v,as uninterest

in6 , novi es bein6 the chief form o:: entertain,Hent . 

:11 .v'eo.L'UaJ.'y ~1 s t ot dc J.' ~ !e .L' c 1•eceived to 1 uve for 
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dhorncliffe via Bonlogne on the 23rd , but these wete c hanged on 

the follov: ing day to :cead the 24th . S:' he unit ma:c ched to the 

station ab ou t noon • . 11s they ha lted the r e s ome snapshot s we re 

taken , pro babl y the only ones ever t aken of the unit on pa r ad e 

in Fr ance . The train left a t 12 . 50 p . m. and was s i de-tracked 

fox ne 2rly every t rolley on the l i ne , arr i ving at 3onlogne a t 

5 . 40 p . m. J gua r d was placed over the kit a t the station , 

the of f icer s billeted in the club ne a rby , an d the men in 

Via.or' s rest billet , a lar ge wa rehou se near the dock~ . 

On Feoruary 25th the un i t rose ea rly and breakfa sted . 

'J.'wo tr i ps of a G. S . rragon suff iced to move the un it e quipt ent 

and officers ' baggage to the qua i , a vast c b2nge f.com the 35 rai l 

way trucks re quir ed for a p reviou s move . ~he unit embarked at 

10 a . m. on t he r:11:. il boat , the .t'rincess Vi ctor ia , of j tr an r a r , 

after a s ojourn in .France , Bel g ium and Germ.any of four y ea.cs and 

22 days . 

ihese four y e ars ha d wr ou ght , a lmost imperceptibly , a 

vast change in the pe r s onn el of the unit . Boarding this b oa t 

for Eng l and we re thr ee officers am, 67 ot her r anks , 6 men r et urR 

ing from lea ve 10t having J_ Qcated the unit . Of these 70 , but 17 

had proceed e d to Pr anc e wi th the unit . I.Ia ny of the othe r s , how

ever , had ser ved with t he unit f or pe r iods of mor e than thr e e , 

two or one y ea r s , an d all of them had exhi bited an "esp1•it de 

c orps" wor t hy of an ori ginal me mber . s:' he bo a t pull ed out a t 

1 0 . 25 a . m. 1; fte r a s ooth crossing she docked a t .l!10lkes tone 

at 12 . 15 p . m. 

dhu t were t ho se wo r ds that Cap ta i n Chute penne d so 

c onfident l y f our ye a r s ago'? "When ve ha ve taken ou:i.· post in 

t he b l oo dy angle , and ha ve s een that far - fl ung bat t l e l i ne , 

and have mov ed with the ti de of war across -he coc k- p i t of 

.tiur ope , and ha ve had our share of v ic t or y and defeat; when we 

ha ve s een ol d citie s , grey wi th me mories long for got t en , made 

br i ght once mor e by v ast event s in which we shared ; v; hen we 

have dr o,,med out "Deut s chland , Deutsc hla-nd uher Al l es " with "'l'he 

i.laple Leaf Forever" , and when the "Wacht am ~ hein 11 in .1.'aris 

has been answe r ed by " u l e Brit anni a" in Berl in ; when the s e 

ka l eidoscopic fa c ts are pas s ed , i f we s urv i v e , i t wi ll he with 

the concious ne s s tha t we ha v e l ived a g reater st or y t han 

Ki pl ing or Po e could i nvent . 11 
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'.l.' he Princess Victor i a docked a t Shorncliffe s h ortly 

after noon on :B1 ebruary 25 , 1919 . '.i.'he e quipment an d men ' s kit 

went f orward by l orry , whil e t h e p ersonnel ma rche d t he three 

miles to : isboro Ba rr acks , C. A. M. C. Depot . ~uarter s were 

al l ot ted and a much desir ed me a l served . 

The Depot Camp was . excellentl y :rnn . ll'ie mbers of the 

unit wer e allotted t wo hut s , t he s er geants ha ving the ir 

qua rt e r s in rooms a t t he end . The meals were go od , a nd t here 

wa s an excelle n t c anteen on the gr ound , s erving coffee , c a kes 

and , a s a p opul a r s pecialty , j a m t a rts • 

• --m or de :r.'ly roo m was e sta·olis he d , and wo:-ck on 

demob ilization be gan i mmedia tely . Und er i nstruct ions of an 

off icer of No . 1 Ca sualty Comp any , a pplic ati on wa s made t o the 

Recor d Office f or t he necessa r y d oc ume nt s . an ela borate 

sy s tem f or de mobiliza tion had been worked out , and many fo1•ms 

had to be c ompleted f or each ma n . A st art was mad e on t h e s e , 

and a a ent al pa r a de arr a nge d f or t h e morrow. 

On the 28th Colone l Bennett gave a f a rewell talk to 

the un it . He proceed ed on thto f ollowing day t o t ake up his 

duties as Officer C~m~and ing the Canadi an Red Cros s Hospital , 

Petrogr ad , London . He was st ruck of t he str ength on ~arch 

1st . F1·om t he tir:1e of his a,rrival , he ha d s t riven t o keep the 

unit up to the high e s t stan da1• d of e f f iciency , a 1d much of the 

g ood work a c complished by the unit in the l att er st ageE of r 
the wa:.c wa s due t o h i s c a :.ce f ul planning . 

1:Ia jo:.c H. B. J obertson , who for a .considerab l e t ime 

had b e en sur gic al s pecialist with t he unit , as s urned command . 

He:.ce it mi ght be well to p oi nt out tha t sur g i cal brilli ance 

was a hand icap ra ther t han an a i d to promotion . a br il l i ant 

su:.c geon was t oo valuab le a man to be utilized in a dmini s tr at ive 

dv.t ies , though he mi ght ha ve ability in t h a t dire c tion . 
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Consequent ly they were ra1•ely g iven c ommands , with t neir 

acc ompany i ng ranks . la ther t hey to ok their reward in the 

kn owl edge that they were the keystone men of the servi ce , 

and that t he ab il ity to s a ve many lives l ay in the ir hands 

in practising their profess ion . 

Every day provided a round of parad e s in connec

t ion with va rioue d ocument s . ~he med ic al b oar ds began on 

1v1arc h 1st . By the 3rd the comp ilat ion of document s was so 

far ad vance d tha t al l ot her ranks were gr anted the ir 

de mob i lization leave . , arrants were made out , and it vrns 

arr an ged with the : . T . 0 ., uhorncliffe , for the men to 

proceed on the 4th . 

~hey entrained i n two sections , the first at 5 .10 

and t he se c ond at 7 p . m. ~he ma j orit y pr oce e ded to ~ondon . 

Some , p utting up at the 3eave1• Hut , were delighted to 

r e c eive a warm welcome f rom Chapl a i n _e i d , a p opular ex-

membe:c of the unit . '.i'he Beaver Hut t anked h i gh in t he 

esti ma tion of Canadians on 1 eave . '.J.'hey fed excellently and 

reasonably . F i ne bathe we re a va il ab l e , wi tL:. to .rels a nd 

soap costing but a pe nny . n sh oe shine and barber s hop 

provided conveniences , and a r eading and b illia rd roo m 

r ecreation for the od d hours . ~ours and ent ert a inment s were 

arranged for those who desire d to take ad vantage of them . 

'.i.' he one t rouble was that s uc h a popula r pl ace l acked 

s uff icient s leep ing a ccommodation f or the h ea vy dema nds 

made up on it . ~h i s di ff iculty was largely overc ome by 

tr ansport i ng s ur plus t roops by lo:rry to wherever acco mm~ati on 

coul G be a :ci•anged . ,l h ile in .)..J ondon many of the unit c alled 

on \.io lonels Dicks on an · Bennett . 

n ,:a rc h 13th t he men r eturned f .rom le ave . '.!.'his 

day saw a quic kening of the di s i ntegration of the un it. Thr ee 

othe:r i.' anks vrnre st ruck off t he e . B . L .. C. Casualty Company 

fo r the pu.L'pose of 1.' eturn ing to Canada with t heir families , 

and f our j_n o:r de:c to t t. ke their discha r ge in .t:ng l and . 

On the 14th thirteen other ranks wete struck off 

to the C. a . ~ . C. & T depot fo.L' fu r ther duty in England , 

many of' the m beine:; p osted by request t o the .Pe'ct og r a d 



301. 

Hospital under Colonel Bennett . '.l'hree men , who had trans 

ferred into the unit , were reposted to the C. ii . M. C. 

Casualty Company f or co mpletion of documents . Ko hitch 

whatsoever occur:red i n the documents of original membets of 

the unit . '.1.'he r ecord i ng of these re _p oeti1gs furnished the 

closing it ems of Unit Hout i ne Ordel's. 

On Ua rc h 14 c ame wo rd that the Uliit rrnuld wove to 

Rhyl on the 17th . On this afternoon a mee ting of tne unit 

wa s call ed to disc uss a plan wnereby ~ewbers might keep in 

touch wi th one another after demobilization. By mot ions , 

duly made , 0 econded and ca rried , an e labo r ate scheme vas 

formulated . It c alled f ot a yearly reuni on by dist r i ct s , 

i n Halifax , :i' oron:to , .iinnipeg and lancouve1• , on every 

February ~td , ~nd a gr and reunion at some selected site 

ever y three years . A committee was to oe formed for each 

district , the Halifax committee to act as a cent.i: al com, ittee 

for the i; hole. .. nev!s-e he et was to be published wherein t he 

latest ne~s of members would be c ir cul ated . n entrance 

fee of one dollar and an annual fee of one do llar was to be 

c har ged . '.i.'he central committee and secretaries of d i s tr i ct s 

were appoi nted : 

The Central Commi ttee : 

Honorar y Pr esident 

Pres ident 

Secty-'l'L'e Ls . 

Publis he:t 

l,Iember 

dember 

Secretaries of Districts : 

'.l'oronto 

1linnipeg 

Vancouver 

Col . F . S. L. Ford 

Pte . P. C. Neville 

s / sgt . T. B. Smith 

Pte . John Hs l lett 

Don ,_eddy 

.1,.eb . N'eily 

J . foridew 

C . L . ':i.'app 

V. 1~. Kennedy 

It suffic es to say that the scheme has not yet been 

put into effect . It now' seems absurd to think that such 

reunions could ever have been considere d feasible , bQt at that 



,,n o 
v-.J r:., • 

time the pl ans were formulated in all seriousness , a 

manifestation of a desire t hat the comr adesh i p of yea r s should 

not gr adually fade i nto but a di mi ng memory . 

By the 16t h all documents were complete , and the 

un i t equipment was down t o a bas ke t and a tin box . ~he old 

or derly room desk box , des i gned and built bt nr neke as a 

conveni enc e in quick moves , was l eft behind , the cover altea6y 
, 

having been conve1·ted to ki ndl ing wo od . 1.1.'hi s box vvas sub -

divided so as to ac c ommoda te al l the essent i a l s of an o:rde:dy 

room . It too{ a mattet of mi nut es t o put things in pl ace and 

clo se office . It fitted in the back of a l orr y and could 

be utilized on the move . It could be s et up on a couple of 

pac,:. i ng boxes in an open f ield , its hi nged front dr opped to 

f a.r m a des top , and the routine of an ord erly r oom i mmediate 

l y est 8bl ished . Chris t ophe:c ,i ren could not have t aken more 

pride in any o:- his :no-,u.ments than di d the des i gner of this 

box i n this , hi"' mast er pi e ce . '11he typew.ri ter was turned in 

to the C . .1. . l!I. C. R & rr' Depot t his same eveni ng . 

On the 17th the unit rose at b . 30 , brealdas ted a t 

6 . 30 and paraded a t 7 . 30 . ~ G. S. wag on wa s pr ovided f or 

the ord erl y room and off ic ers kits . At the depot the baggage 

was checked thr ough to Cannon St ree t Station . ~he train , as 

usual with t r ains in Engl and , arrived pr ompt ly on time , and 

pulled ou t at 8 . 23 fo r Lond on . The day wa s fine , and the 

English countrys i de beautiful . 

Bt Cannon Street St Ltion a l2gga ge c ar vas in 

waiting . Thi s took the baggage bnd men ' s ki t to ~ust on St r ee t 

St a t ion , the maj o . .city of the men tr a vell i ng by tube . 11 few , 

tr ave l l i ng in t he luggage car , got an all too br ief fa:re \1ell 

look at good ol d ::., ond on . '.J.°he l unc h counter at Eust on 

.' t at ion provided t he :, i dday rept. st . 11 t ll. b5 the train 

pull ed out for Cr ewe, a pleasant t rip . At C1·ewe t he un it 

changed to a crowded tr a in pr oceeding to lhyl , whe re anothe1• 
I 

change brought t hem t o Kinmel Park . 

At the sta t i on a f urther dis i ntegr ation of t he unit 

took place . n s er geant direc ted each group to the mil i t a ry 
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wing repres enting the ir demobiliz a tion a re a in Canada : 

To M. D. 'l ing Ho . 1 6 men 
2 4 
3 1 
4 5 
6 9 

10 3 

The un it was now reduced to a c adre consisting of 

Ma jor _ . B. Robertson 

1 I 
• l\.1. • J . M. Wallace 

S . M. vlOl l!, . 1 • 1l1hom 

Q. M. S . E . H. Dexter 

s / sgt . T . B. Smith 

Cpl . G. C. J oudr ey 

L/Cpl . D. C. Kedd y 

t es . s . C. Dext e~ 

. n. Kitchen 

J • Ifia C Int y l' e 

P . C. Keville 

H. L . Sm ith 

The c adre was p os ted to No . 6 I.~ilit ar y ding for di spers a l 

i n the Hal ifax area . ~ 

-" combinat ion of circumstance s lef t ~W:a jor _ obertson 

and two othe r ranks at the stati on with the :r e cor ds , their kit 

and no tr ansporta t ion . It se eme d t o be up t o t he m, and t hey 

decided t o make one lo ad of it . '.J.'he f ollowi ng extrac t fr om 

a diary mi ght slightly exaggerate the facts , but it expresses 

their feel i ngs before the fatig ue wa s fin i shed . nwe went on 

to the ma i n offic e with the b ox of r e c ord s , ,ralldng an 

indefinit e di stance t orrn rd t h e ris i ng , oon, c a ri• y i ng s i:xttons 

of baggage ap i ec e , the records growi ng heavier and heavier , 

and our gr ouse gr owi ng bigger an d b i gger • .v inally our 

des tinat ion condescended t o turn up , and we dep osit e d our 

documents . 11 

The c a dre was loc ated a t Camp 19 , ana occup i ed 

the same hut s as t f'.e o t he r s of the unit st ruck off to •di ng 

No . 6 . 'i'he h our s for turning out we r e re as onable , with 

b r eakf2st be t ween 7 . 30 and 8 . 30 . ~he f irst parade wa s 
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called for 9 a . m. He re al l detai l s and r eco rd pa .r ad es were 

ar::canged . ' he new a rri va ls re gL., ter e d at the c amp orderly 

room, and proc eeded to t he medic a l roo m for examination a nd 

t o have t he nose and t hxoat spr ay ed . i 'he f ood vrns 6 ood but 

a l ittl e on the l i gh t s ide . 

The 17th , the day of the unit ' s a rriva l , saw an 

outbreak of s c a rle t f ever at Camp 19 , and thi s a re a wa s 

pla ced under qua r antine on the 18th . On Ua rch 21st Colonel 

Dicks on v i s ited . He ha d a l ong c hat wi t h the men , a nd , as 

a parting shot a nd with r efere nce to the g_uar ant i ne , st a ted 

t :cat he was coming down t his way next s ummer a nd ·woul d pey 

another c all . ~his led some va g t o r emark that the 

Ca nad i a n s neve1· wen t back during t he wa1•, and the .i:.~ova 

Scot i ane vrn re never go i ng to get back aft el' the wa r . 

Unit membe r s st ruc k off to o the r wing s we r e luc k ie1· . 

They we r e being j nclud ed in the d r af t s select ed for :.ce tu.r n 

to Canada , and almost e ve r y sa i ling took some o± them f ro m hyl . 

On '1a rc h 24th , at a boxi ng mat c h , it was announc ed 

that the qu a r ant i ne wo ul d· b e lifted , and that t wo ,d r aft s 

were to proceed from Camp 19 , one on the 27th and one on the 

29th . Those p i cked f or the fi rs t draft we r e j ubil ant , lording 

it ove1• the others , until it was l e a r ned tha t t he,y would 6 0 

on the Northl&nd , s a id (erroneously) t o oe i nfested with 1•ats 

an d to take 1 4 days in cross ing . ~hi s re~ort was doub tless 

inve_ted by someone not sele cted for the f irbt draft. 

The quarantine was lifte on the 27t h , and the 

f ir st dr aft left , none of the unit be i ng ir:.clud ed . However , 

the cadre l earned , on pa r ade , that the,y we re tr ansferr ed fr om 

the ~ec e iving Company to the Sa i ling Compan y . 

On the mor n i ng of the 28th , pa r ad ing in a blizzard , 

t he men heard the names of the next dr aft am10unc ed . It 

i ncluded the c a dre and al l membe r s of the unit f ol' the Ha l ifax 

d i spersal a1•ea n ith the excep tion of Ca rmon :-'obart ,.md "" ory 11 

Jilrc1e od. Tha t afternoon the dr a f t s we r e f ox med into pl a t oons , 

the ser geant s s i gning st a tements tha t they were v'J illing t o 

tr a vel t h ird class if necessa r , dispereal cer tific a tes u ere 

handed out , and instructions issued fot the mor t ow. 
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The 29th dawned fine and brigh t , with the gr ound 

snow- cla d . Reville f or the draft sounded at 6 . 15 , there was 

a p ork and bean breakfast at 6 . 45 , a nd a parad e in marching 

order at 7 . 15 . He re the draft was c a refully c hecked agains t 

nominal rolls . 

All correct , Ua jor Robert s on , wh o wa s in co mmand 

of the draft , gave the order to move off . ~he . atch to 

abergele was mad e in s low time , many kits being heavily 

we i ghted with souveni r s . At Aber ge le s t ati on each man re

ceived an embarkation c ard . '.i. he train was loaded r apid l y , 

end pulled out at ab out 10 p . m. f or Riverside Station , 

Liverpo ol . 1he s cene r y was att ractive a nd the car.., comfo rt 

able . ~he destinltion was reached short l y afte r noon . 

On evacuating the t r ain the hoops fe l l in , and the 

British and nmeri can ;ed Cro 0 s f or a short time took charge . 

~hey wheeled perambul ators between the lines , f irst a dray 

of cups , than a l oad of cakes , then coffee , 11 the b est I ' ve 

t ast ed this side of the ..& tlantic " . This was followed oy 

matches and cigaret tes . 

It was b ut a few mi nutes ma rch t o t he gangways , 

where t h e Caroni a , a f ine app earing c. n d serviceable ship , 

awa i t ed . She already seemed bulging with tro ops . .,s the 

new ari•i n ,l s filed aboar d they were given ber t h cards . .an 

excellent lunch was s erved immediately . '.i.'wo mor e troop trains 

arrived to complete the s hip ' s quota . 

"<-u it e a crowd had gb thered f UJ.•ther up tr:e .ci ver , 

but a p ol i c eman r efuc- ed to let them near the ship . It was 

...,tated that all t roops d i sembarking f rom trains wer e care:t'ully 

sc l'ut i n ized by a consid erab le number of l &dies, searching 

f or husband Q who we r e quie t ly slipping back t o anada . ~11 

afternoon the t roops were give n a go od pro gr am~e of music by 

a juvenil e band , wh o played all the popu.l ar tunes , and who 

took t heir payment in c oins t oss ed on the wharf by t he tr oops 

on the ship . ater in the afternoon the ... 'ed Cross took up a 

collection in a s imila r manner . Sever a l times a number of 

gamins attempted to s·hare in th · s b ounty , out each t ime a 

burly policeman hied t hem away . Each time the pac k sp i t it 
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of the t roo ps on sh ip greeted him with a roar of "b oos" , a 

demonstration he a cce pted with magnificent unconcern • 

.a t 5 . 15 t h e l i nes rnr e c a s t off . i/ith t he a s s ist 

ance of a t ug t he sh ip mov ed out i n the river and hove t o 

for t he ti d e . ..tis s upper was be i ng s er ved t he vo y age b egan • 

.n short time later , a t ri p t o the de c k r e vealed land on one 

side and sea on t he othet . 'a rewell Englan d - end fa r e thee 

ever well ! 

The morning of t he 30th found the s hip sailing 

along t he I ris h c oas t , t he lBnd s howing distinctly , with a 

chain of hill s in the ba ckgroun d , and an occas i ona l s now

c apped pe ak . Lida f t ernoon ·ound the sh i p leav ing t he I r i sh 

coa st , and be g inn ing to feel the .nt l a nt ic s well . Staff 

Ser ge ant Dexter , p r ef er.ring to be safe r athet than sorr y , 

took h i s val i dol . 

On the 31s t notification of arrival c a r ds we.re 

passed out for co pl et ion a n d for handiri..g in at t he pay 

pa ra de tha t aft e rno on . Dur irig t h i s pat ade each .l..'et11rning 

man r ece ived f:! co py of the Ki ng ' s mes sage : 

" The ueen and I wi s h you God - s _f) eed , a nd a safe 

r etur n to your homes and dea r ones . n gr a tefu l :.rather 

Uountry i s proud of your s pl end i d s e r vices charact erized by 

unsur pass ed devotion and cour s ge . 

Ge or ge R. I. " 

The cro s s i ng was uneventful . Siste r s Donohue and 

Ha r dy , who s er ve d with the un i t on t he coast , •rn r e on duty 

on the ic h ip . Crown and a nc hor provi ded much of the d i version , 

numetous "boar ds spotting the dec lrn , thei.l..' owne1·s ma intaini ng 

a st eady st r eam of patte r a s lure to an al l too wi l ling 

cl i e ntele . 

'.l'he mor n i ng of iipril 4th found the s eag ull c aga in 

wit h the s hip . "· fina l medical inspection of all t.roop2 wae 

made this day . 1l1 he records st il l in the hands of the un it 

were put in shape fo r t u.r11 i ng in on arri val. 

'.i.'he morn i ng of the 5t h found many of t he tr oops 

turning out early i n or der not to mi ss bein g a , ong thos e to 

get he i.r s t thrilling s i gh t of 1 and . But , though t his wa s 
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not to mater i ali ze f or some tiine yet , the outpost line of 

the 11 we lcome h ome " ha ci been re ached . ::i ever al fishing 

s c hooners , with here c:in d there ~- do..cy hand - l i ning , were en

c ouLtered , and eac h greeted the returning tro ops to the best 

of their abilit y . 

Dur iil..g the :norning it wa .... rep orted that t he s hip 

would make harbour by 3 p . m., but many spe nt th e whole 

morni ng '.'atching for l and . Shortly after the annou ced hour 

the e hip began slouing do\Jn until " he was barely moving . 

Einal l y , ab out 3 . 45 p . m., through the low- hang ing mist , one 

caught glimp 0 es of \That might possibly be s ur f breaking on 

the shore . ii few . i nutes l ater and it was a certainty . 1, ith 

the a rrival of the pilo t , t he Ehip began 1.,0 make real p:co6ress . 

Supper vms ser ved , whe reupon t he tr oops ru0 hed to the de c k 

t o see as muc h ~f ~nad a as they possibl y could . 

'.i.'he s hip ~k irted t he western sho re of Halifax Ha rbour , 

where woodland a nd cl ea ring s s eemed to be springing out of 

the low rock cl iffs . .-,8 she , a ss ed the te rminals steam 

wh i s tles began blow i ng , and was continued along the whol e wa t er 

f ront , 1::. med l y in steam tI"lat rang ed from the deep - th.coated 

roar of an oc ean- liner to the squeak of a tiny tug . The ship 

anchoted above St . George ' s Island at b . 15 p . m., maki ng 

the pasca5e from p o.ct t o p o1•t in exactly a \.re ek . ( I n Dece .. 1oer 

1932 t he Catania was ..cepotted i n the hands of Japanes e ship

breakers . ) 

'11he H0 rthla nd had docked at 3 p • .,1 . .. s so on as s he 

pul l ed away , a dozen tugs came out t o n ose the Caroni a ill . 

1hose fo r d is? ha r ge i n ~ . D. llo . 6 were ordered below , teady 

f or disembarki ng . ~ere they f o:nned up opp oc, i te the gaLgway 

door s . 

Pi er 2 was lined with civi lians . ~s ec on as the 

disembarking t roops reache d the pier , reunions be 6an t o take 

plac e . 'i'he troops ass embled in a long cot rid or . Gi.rls 

supplied them uit h appl es , and the 'alvat ioL ,i l'IIlY co 1t riouted 

the fr quota - a pac ~age of pe anuts , canoy and a .. ar i,_;ry . 

Leaving the doc ks tho tr oops pas sed thr ough an arch 

erected to g r ee t the returning troops , ana oe gan climbing to 
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the armouries . He re the process of de rJObilization was 

expl ained to them , and they were marched to nearby ba rracks 

to await theil' turn . The discharges we re g iven alphabetical 

ly , and three or four letters were called ba ck to the a r ~ouries 

at a time . 

He re memoer s of the unit be gan to see red . They 

learned t ha t all C. M. C. dis c harges were be i ng held up 

pending the sancti on of the A . D. I.I . S . , a nd this di gnitary 

c ould not s ee h is way to grant them an interview until 10 

o ' cloc k Liond ay mor n i n g , s. delay of 30 hours . However , with 

the exception of actual l y receiving their disc harge pspers , 

they went through the whole proce ss of demobilization . nll 

army e quipment , excepting unifol'm , clothing , wa ter bottle and 

a few othe1· items , were tu1•ned in . Pad .r el:: t ook the name , 

number an ~ home addr e ss of all . a ch an was g iven his war 

serv ic e ba dge , h i s pay cheque and an opp ortunity of hav i ng 

his Englis h ,noney cha ng ed into Cana d i an currency . It was 4 

a . m. on the 6th before thi s was c ompl eted . 

'.!'he l rn:t off icial act of t he C5dre was to turn · 

the ba s ket of record s over to t he a . D. M. S . ffice . This 

wa s acc omplished on t he ,no:i.•ning of the 6th . In this oas ket 

vvas t he fir s t signboa rd displ a yed by the unit on its opening 

in ' ire . 

As i nstruct e d , t he r e mnant s of t he unit gathered 

i n the armourie s on the mor n i ng of J,:pril 7th , and by 10 . 45 

all had their disc ha rge papers . Ci.' he . D. M. S . had 

authori ze d their i s s ue , without ex-p l ana tior. as t o v1hy they 

were held up . 

'.i.' he J!' i r st Cai:iadi an Casualty Cleal' ing Stat i on was 

no more . Even the cadre wa s g on . Some o f t nose who composed 

i t r esided in Halif ax , and s lippe d awa y to the ir homes a l.o s t 

unnotic e d . Cthe r s took the tr bin t o other .2rovinc es . On e 

remembered that he 0 hou.l d b i d someone ".adieu.11 , only to f ind that 

he was not long er about . 

A un it ha d le- t Liv er p ool on ~ugust 20 , 191 4 , but 

~hos e dest i ned to return returned only as ind i vi dua l s . On 
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the mo rning of Apr il 8th , 1919 , the Liv erpool Cont i ngent 

took the H. & S . ·1 . for Liver po ol. It was pleasant to see 

a Canadian landscape again , the comfortabl e wo oden o.wellings 

built al ong the .1Hm amongst the natural growth of f orest 

trees . Grover Joudrey dropped off at Port ~edway . ~s the 

train reached Brooklyn, Charlie Hold en and JL ivlcLeod , ol d 

originals of the unit , boarded to accompany the o thers to 

Liverpool . 

Of the return the Liverpo ol Hdvance writes : 

11 .ii. large nur. ber of citizens as s em·ble d at the rail 

road stat ion on Monday and '.i' uei::day to welcome home a number 

of returning soliders . ~itter hea rty cheers the boys were 

conveyed to their homes in automobiles . The town was pro 

fusely decorated with f lags and made a fine appearance . n 

large number of the men were members of No . 1 Canadian 

Casualty Clear ing Stat i on , who left he re as a unit in 1914 . 

The s c ene of their l eaving is wel l r emembered . " 

A d inner given by the J elcome Home Committee on the 

evening of ~hursday , npri l 10th , was well attended by ex

membe r s of the unit . The discharges of the Liverpool sec tion 

of the c adre became effective on npril 13th . 

On Thur sday , une 5th , 1 19 , o~ the occasion of his 

.tetur n from ove rseas , Col one l ·_;o rd ga ve a dinn er to memb er s 

of his old un it , a nu be r of prominent c itizens attending as 

well . 1,J.embe r s of the unit p te .... ent were Colonel -, . S . L . Fo1•d , 

George Conrad , Eddie Conr a d , Gi l bert Vi inter s , -11•ank Bi.rd , 

i ✓illiam J oudrey , 'l . B . S::, i th , Edwa1•d Hu·1t , Ca t mon 3.obart , 

Cleveland .:fobart , Rei• h Robar t , 1> rch J oud rey and E . H. Dexter . 

The 1st Canadian Casua lt y Cle axing Station was 

11 In the Field 11 for mor e than four yea r s . Dur ing t:r..at time it 

h and led 71,192 casua lties in its own right , anu another 9 , 581 

as a s_e ct:i,.on operating undet No . 1 :3ritish C. C. s ., a grand 

total of 80 , 773 . 1he distribution of the 9 , 581 cases handled 

as a se ction , and the o , 751 c ases handled in the Brit i sh 

Iso l a tion Hosp ital i s not availab le , but the pati ent s handled 

elsewhere provided 201 , 796 pat ient - days , a nG wete accounted 

for as f ollows : 



To Duty 

Died 

To Res t Stations 

To Other Hospitals 

Evacua ted to Base 

6 , 053 

1 , 536 

170 

6 , 417 

53 , 265 

67 , 441 
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These numbers are not imposing , for circumstances 

frequent ly pl ace casualty cl earing stations for long perious 

in places virhe re the fronts are but slightly active . -·rore

over , cons iderable t i me is often lost in moves , and being 

held in readiness for a move . But a station that showed 

it self ever wi lling to f ace t he extra e f fort that such a move 

general l y entailed as a bulwa rk of support to a D. ~ . S . 

In this respect the 1st Canad i an C. C. s . r anked highly . 

No historic st ruc t ure, its days of usefulnes s over , 

is ever dismantled without a trace of sa dness or regret . 

Demobil ization, an inglorious disintegration into nothingness , 

seems an unsatis factory ending to an organization such as 

the Fi r s t Canadian Casualty Clearing Station . ~hanks to a 

conception of Colonel Ford ' s , the unit made one more kick in 

public , making available the material fo1• one mo r e chapter 

that may serve to bring t he story of the unit to a mor e 

satisfactory conc l usion . 
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CILlPTER XX IX 

THE .!?!IBSEN ·.A TI OH OF 1!11 GS 

On Sunday , ~ugust 16th , 1931 , shor tly after 11 

a . m. , the flags of the First Canad i an Casual t y Clearing 

Stat i on , B. E . ]' ., were present ed t o '.l' r ini ty Chllrc h , 

Liverp ool , N. S., by Colonel ~. S . L . For d , C. hl . G., the 

]ir 0 t Offic er Command i ng . On t he eveni ng of the same day 

eighteen ex- me mbe rs of t he unit , f ive of wh om were 

accompanied by their wi ves , he l d a r eunion dinner at the 

lJersey Hotel . 

mo t he me mbers of the old unit dr awn to gether f or 

thes e oc c asions , c am e , eac h i n its tur n , greetings , 

memories , l a ughter, and mo re t b..an a hi nt of t ears . 

~he idea of pres ent ing the f la gs of the ~irs t 

Canadian Casualty Clear i ng Station for safe-keeping i n some 

fitting repos i to r y was by no means of recent orig in wi th 

Colonel Ford . Several yea rs previous thes e f lags were 

off ered to t he Town of Liverp ool , and a fur ther attempt was 

made to inter es t a prominent citiz en in such a _pre s entation , 

but nothing ca, 1e of the offer . 

On June 15th , 1931 , Colonel Ford fo rwarded t o 

Colonel 0 . H. L . Jones , 0 . B. E., V. D., wh o , in h i s c a pacity 

as a c itizen and an officer , mi ght be inter es ted in atters 

of this kind , the suggestion tha t th ese f l ags be p re s ented 

to ~ri nity Church for sa fe - keeping , e i t her with or without a 

milit ar y ceremony . 

The s ugg~s t ion met wi th a mos t he arty re spons e on 

t he part of the Rector of Trini t y Church , the ~e v . E. B. 

Spurr . From the moment that Col onel Ford brought his desire 

to their attention , the _ev . ~r . Spurt , on behalf of the 

Chur c h , and Colonel Jones , in organizing the military p ar t 

of the pro gr am , l ent the mselves to the affa ir - i n - hand in a 

mam1er that made it the memorab l e oc c asion it pi ov ed t o be . 
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ealizing the significanc e of the occasion , an 

effort was made to obtain the a ddresses of as many members 

of the unit as could be procured , t o advi ~e them of the 

ceremony , an d t o have as many of t hem in a t tendance as 

p ossible . Sixt y embe rs of the unit v1 ere located, and of 

the s e t wenty - four answered the roll c all . 

To the local members the f ir st grea t thrill came 

in the guise of a telegram f ro m Detl•oit , Liichigan , announcing 

that 3ugler \lilli am O' Reilly , the youngest me mb er o f t he 

original unit , and now a barrister , woul d be a t the ceremony , 

if his p re sence there was absolutel y neces sary. On being 

assured that it was , he mad e the trip , a journey of more than 

a thous and miles each way . 

The s econd great t hrill of the reunion was the un

heralded a r rival of Art , al ton , the only representative of 

10 . 1 C. H. P . of f oronto , to a t t end t he cere mony . 

Sunday morning , shortly a fter 10 . 30 , the "Fall Inn 

s ounded . The parade f ormed on Gorham Street , by the Torm 

Hall , mar ched down Ma in Street , up Court Street , thence along 

Church Street to Trinity Church . 

The Liverp ool Band , t wenty - eight strong , under the 

direction of the old unit Bandmas ter , Hed Hun t , led t he parad e 

to the tune of n i nvercargill" . On Church St reet they began 

"Mis s ionaire", and with t h i s sacred marc h played t he pa1·ade to 

the church . 

Following the band came Colonel C. H. L . Jones , 

O. B. Z ., V. D., the officer commanding the parade , i:l lld the 

man re sp onsible f or the mil it a r y part of t he progr am . 

nccompav~ing Colonel Jones , as a guest of honour , 

marched Lt - Col. J . . Sp onagle , C. A. M. C., of __ :iddleton, 

N. S . It was a particular ple as ure to ha ve Col one l ··ponagle 

in the pa r ade , a s , i n one sens e of the word , he was the 

"father" of the occasion . He wa s the f ir st Commanding fficer 

of t he General Hospit al that wa s later convert ed into No . 2 

Cleari ng Hospital , one of t he two parent unit s from vrhich the 

.1.i'irst Canad ian Casu alt y Clea ring Station origi nated . 
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Ii1ollowing the adjutant of the pa r ad e came the 

Col our Par ty . ·ajor Br uce Kelly c arr ied the Union Jack; 

Sergeant Carmon robart, in h~s capacity ef a Captain in th e 

Lunenburg -egiment , bore the ed Cross ; Lee - Sgt . Holden and 

Private Gilbert Winters, with rifle s and bay one t s fixed , 

serving as the a rmed escort. 

Following the Col our Party ma rched the ff irst 

Canad i an Casualty Clearing Station , led by Col. ]1 • S . L . Por d, 

C. M. G., its First Officer Commanding . cting as hi s 

.c1d jut ant wa s .ia jor Mel bour ne Ne ily , fo . C., in hi s uniform as 

an officer of the 15th Cdn . Infantry Bn. 

Next , a s Se:rgeant i,Ia jor of the unit , ma1•ched S . I,1 . ,1 . 0 . 

Rei gh .cobar t, in his un i form as a Liajor of the Lunenburg 

Regi ment . 

Next in order c ame f our Nursing Sisters , two of 

them , Matron i-llm D. Al l an , R. R. C. , and lfa1•sing Sister 

Ma r garet Drew, being ex- memb exs of the unit. 

~allowing the sergeant ma j or of the parade c ans the 

sadly depleted but uniformed ranks of the rank and fi le of 

the unit: 

S- Sgt . Frederick Burnett 

S- Sgt . Brenton Smit h 

Sgt . "r thur Wal t on 

L- Cpl . Donald Keddy 

Pt es . John Hallet 

'.1.1 . B . Inkpen 

1-i rch . Joudrey 

A . H. Ni chol s 

m. 0 ' Re illy 

Maxwell Reed 

Herbert Smith 

Follovring t 1'..e unit c ame the °"ueens County Br anch 

of the Canad i an Leg ion and War Veter ans . Thi s was t .he firs t 

parade of Great 'iiar Vete r ans to be held in '"ueens County . 

~hey turned out , over one hundred s'IIDng , to pay tri bute to 

the fla gs of a unit that had both se rve d them and s erved with 

them . 
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.After the col umn moved off it vrns joined by the 

und ermentioned repres entative of M. D. No . 6 : 

Lt - Col. D. W. B. Spry , O. B. E., f.. • • & "" • M. G. 

Lt - Col. • B. Ea to n , D. S . & T . 0 . 

Lt - Col . R. M. Gorssline , D. S . O., D. vI . O. 

Among the dis tingu ished gue sts joining the parade 

at the Chur c h were Colonel John St ewart , C. 3 • .c:; . , of Halifax , 

I.Ir e . 731-uce Kelly ( Sister L1a rgaret Dibble of fo• i dgewater , and 

Hursing Sis t er Dora l,1cKi el , of Lunenburg . 

J3y .no means the least was the t1•ibute paid by the 

general public . i rom the far corners of the county , and even 

from d i stant parts of the ~rovince , ca me men , women and 

children to jo i n the tovmfolk in lining the whole route of 

t he parade . I.iany of them f ollowed to the do or s of the Church , 

vrhere a .lar ge number of sp ectators had already ·gathered , the 

Church , baning the pl aces L'eser ved, long s ince having be en 

fil l ed to overi'lavving . 

~he p ar ade halted with the colour pa rty op os i te 

the church doors , and t he c eremony and the s ervice of the 

presentation began at once . It ,m s profoundly impres c ive 

throughout , t wo exceipt s appearing below . 

Addr ess ing the 5ector , Colon el Ford said : 

"Sir : On be half of the ffice1•s , Hurs i ng Sisters , 

Hon-c ommissioned Off ice;,:s and 1Jen of the 1 s t Ca nad ian Ca s ualty 

Cleari11g Station , 3 :c i tish Expediti onary Force , I have the 

honotll' to i nf orm you that the s e Flags flew ove.c their Unit 

during their s ervic es overseas 1 91 4- 1919 , and to request that 

they be dep osited here fo:c: s afe keep ing as a toke11 of their 

gratitude to ~lmighty God fo r Hi s pr ovidentia l c a re and gracio~ 

benediction granted them in t he d i s cha:cg of the ir duty . In 

so act ing they al s o d e s ire to provi de a memoria l to those of 

211 r anks Hho d ied for their Country , and to affo:i:d an 

inspiration for pat r iotic ser vice and sac rifice to all t1ho may 

worship here for qll t i me to come . " 

The Rector a n swe red: 

nrn th e .v1aith of esus t.;hrist vie accept ti:le 0 e .l!'lags 

for the Glo r y of God and in memory of those who were faithful -
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even unto death - in the sacr ed cause of King and Country 

a nd dep osit them for sa f e keepin g in this Churc h , to be a 

memorial before God a1n man and i n confidence of the 

insp ir a tion they will a f f o1•d to a ll who behold them ; in t he 

name of the Father , and of th e Son , and of t he Holy Ghost , 

.Ame n . 11 

Following the p re s entat i on o f the fl ags , Colonel F~d 

unveiled a t ablet , the inscrip tion re ad ing : 

"To the Glory of God and in pr oud re membrance of 

the Officer s , Hursing Sist er s , Hon- Comm i ss ioned Office r s and 

l\ien of the Fir s t Canad i an Cas ualty Clearing Stat ion , B . . F ., 

who died f or their country in the Grea t War 1 1 4 - 1 21 , th i s 

Red Cross and this Un ion J a ck v1h ich f lew over the m i n .Jttance 

and Bel g ium a re g r a t efully de dicated . Presented by Col onel 

F . S . L . Fo ra, C . L G., the J!'irst Officer Commanding . " 

The Re v . Canon Shatford , M. A., D. D., D. C. L ., 

O. B . E ., delivered the addr es s . Hi e t ext came f r m the 

"Son ·s of Solomonn , Chapter 2 , Vere e 4 - " And His b anner over 

me was Love" . Rarely i s one privileg ed to hear sue h a sermon 

as t h ose gathered in Trinity Churc h this Sunday morning . 

To the memb er s of the un it it was spec i a lly 9oignan t , 

as the ir minds followed t he t ext of the s ermon t o Flanders 

Fields , to the day when , i n & d ownp our of ra i n , we fo llowed 

Lla jor 'i' . L . Maclean , wh or.n h i gh off ice r s "esc ribed as one of the 

most brilliant young s ur g eons in the ar , y , t o h is Ja st res t ing 

p l ace amidst the sand dunes of Belgium; t o t he day when we 

svrnrded the f:i:eshly mad e g rave of Lt . J ohn Fe ind el, i n the 

ceme try overlooked by the old ruined tower of :,ront St . Eloi ; 

to rremories of Vere r.:ason , wh ose br illia nce h~d won him a _hodes 

schola1•ship an d who se b r avery was to bring h i m a wo oden cross ; 

to memories of Sist ers ras er , Dussault , Follette and Samps on 

and Pr ivate St e en, who laid down the i :c lives i n t he torpedoed 

Hosp i tal Ship 11 The D.andovery Cast le n ; t o P1•iva te rroc tor , 

kil l ed s erving with a .B1 ield · , bul ance , and to !T Dad 11 Tytheridge , 

acci d e n tal l y killed after hostilities hsd ceased . 
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At the close of the service the congregation 

remained s eated until the uni t and veterans had filed out . 

The pa rade move d off to its starting point . From the steps 

of the Town Hal l , Col onel Fo rd sp oke a fev1 words to the 

members of the unit. ~H the vrnrd 11 Dismissn the men found 

the ms elves turEing to the ri ght and s aluting in a manne r that 

appeared a lmos t a utomatic , though the maj ority of them 

p rob ably had not thought of that par tic ular movement for 

t welve years . 

Long be f ore he a rrival of the vis i ting me mbers , 

consideration had been g iven to rounding out the day 1 s 

pro gramme with a reunion dinner . i ith the arrival and on 

the insistence of Doctor \lal ton , the affair began to take 

concret e form . , olonel Po.rd was delighted wit h the idea , 

~nd pro posed that he s houl d pay fo r al l the wives~ ~he 

Mers ey Hotel v✓ as not ified on Saturday , ano Sund~ mo:ming a 

canvass was made of the unit . Unfortunately , it was f ound· 

that Ifa tron .A llan , Se r geant Heily and Privates l!1r as er , 

Nichols , • eed and Hallett were unable to att end . 

At 7 . 1 5 the members began a s s embling at the ... ers ey 

H0 tel , a nd short l y after 7 . 30 entered the dining room . 

Membe rs of the unit at the dinner , with the ranks they h3 ld 

in the uni t , were : 

Lt - Col . F . S . L . Ford , C. l. G., V. D. 

Capt . John ~ . Stewart 

Capt . Bruce Ke lly 

Sist er Ma r ga ret Drew 

S . ~ . V. O. Peigh Robert 

S/Sgt . ,re deric k Burnet t 

s / Sgt . Brenton Smi th 

Sgt . ~rthur Halton 

Sgt . Car. on noba rt 

L/S gt. Charles Hol den ( and wi f e) 

L/Cpl . Donal d Keddy 

Pt es . Edward Hun t (and wife) 

ii .rch Joudrey 

'.J.' . B. Inkpen l and vr ife·) 



Jas . B. McLeod 

v illiam O' Re illy 

He r b e r t Smit h ( a n d wife) 

Gi l bert 1/inte r s ( and wi fe ) 

The gues t s were : 

Lt .-Col. J •• Sponagl e , Middl e t on , I-J . S . 

Sist e r Dor i s McKeil , Lunenb ur g , N. S . 
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Mrs . Han•y Da ry ( N. S . Ev a Clement s , Liverp ool} 

Mrs . Rudolph , Lunenburg 

Mrs . James ,ic :Master , Liver pool 

'l' he dinner concluded , Colonel .Po rd ,1a s a sked to 

say a few words . 

He be gan by saying that there were so many thi ngs 

he coul d say that he coul d talk a l l night , but pr omi sed he 

would s peak f or only a s hort ti ~e . He explained how it came 

about tha t the f l ag 0 were p re s ented to ~rin i ty Chur c h . He 

r e c alled the day , whe.q on the 20th of 1:1 ugust , 1914 , No . 2 

~C . H. P . mar c he d away , and s uggested that t he ex- me ~b ers hol d 

an an nual r eun i on dim1er on that date , even though but few 

could be pr esent . He reca l led the days at Va lcar tier , when 

1/ill i am 0 ' -eilly promise d t o make g ood in spite of his age , 

i f permitted to sail with the uni t , and how we ll that p r omis e 

was kept . He r ecalled t he amalgamation of Nos . 1 and 2 

I C. H. P . ' s at Valcartier , and r emina e d tl::. ose p 1• es ent of the 

difficult pr oble m confronting him in c ho osing ri . c. o. ' s for 

one unit f r om N. C. O. ' s suff i c i ent f or t wo , an d hov1 s o many 

of them had talrnn a l os s i n 1•ank , wh i c r1 ha o. meant s o mu.ch t o 

them , but had co'nt i nued to play the game in the i:c n ew c apacity . 
/ 

He spoke of the arr ival into camp of nThe '.l'hree Mu sketee rs" , 

Privates IJ:a l c oms on , Papke e and Pa rkins on . He narrated a 

number of hu morous i nstanc es regar d i ng Jimmi e Par k i nson , and 

to l d h ow :/a:i thful the lat er had been to him when he l ay 

Hound ed . He thanke d ever y one for ths pa r t they ha d taken in 

mak i ng the d ay such a success , and ended with t ell ing a story 

of Jimm i e Parkinson , whom he i l8S advising concerning a 

madamoiselle and Jame s ' incl i nat i on toward mat rimony . 11' 0 his 

advic e Jame s , t he perfect batman , r epl ied : 11 Very good , sir . 
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You knon s best , sir , about these things . ir 

Colonel Sponagle was the next speaker . He recalled 

the days when he was commanding offic e r of the General .::Iosp it al 

that l ate r was converted to No . 2 C. H. P ., t he unit that left 

Liverp ool in 1914 . He sa i d that one o f the officers he t ried 

to train was Colonel Fo rd , and wondered whether he could claim 

any c1·edi t f or the job he ade of it . J; t least he , himsel f , 

was pr oud of the c. u. G. t hat Col onel ora. had won , and told 

u.s of an oc c asion wherein he ha d engaged a mu tual ac g_uaintance , 

an elderly Bely in convers a tion . "Do you know , " he said to her , 

" t hat Colonel Ford ha s the C. M. G. ?" 11 Goo dness ! n exc :kl imed 
} 

the startled l ady , 11 •lha t k i nd of a diseas e i s t hat?" 

Tele gr ams , le tte r s and messages f r om those unilil..e to 

be pres ent we re then r ead , and applauded , especially the l etter 

f r om J anet 1.Ia c donald , who , v1henever t hey did succeed in 

ge tting her t o the base , tried to get e ven by s end i ng a ll t he 

cigaret t es and ext ras s he could buy , beg , borrow or st eal to 

her nboys" up t he l i ne . 

lfa jor Edwar d .A l'ch i bald : '' I regret exceedingl y that 

I shall hot b e ab le t o be pre s ent at the ceremony s c heduled 

for the 16th ~,ugus t . It would have g iven me muc h pleas ll.l'e t o 

join you all , and I wi sh3ou every success . J il l you g i ve 

my rega1·ds to my old Chief , Col onel .l!1 ord . 11 

Sis tel' 1.:uriel 1\ r mstrong : 11 I re gL•et very muc h my 

inability to oe p r e 2ent on Su12day, Augus t 16t h f or the 

pr es entati on of the f l ags o. the ?irs t Canad i an Casualty 

Cle ar i ng Stat ion . I a,. de epl y grateful f or the Ki nd in

vi tat ion . 11 

Lavll' enc e Brooks : 11 I would g ive a l most anything t hat 

I have to be t here • .Rememb ex me to all the boys of the old 

outfit . lT 

Kenneth Cla.rk : 11 I a s s uxe you. I 'Ni ll oe \ ✓ i th y ou in 

the sp i1•it , even though I am not with you in _p erson , and I 

wi sh that you would k i nd l y te~ewbe~ me to e sch ~nt eve r y on 

of the ol d gan g t ha t made up the C. C. S . 11 
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Jussell Dext er : nsur-el y i t vrill be a great day 

for the u _it , and f ortuna te will be the ones ab le t o e 

:pre s ent . I woul d like t o attend .9articul a 1•ly i n reme mb r ance 

of those who will never aga i n answe r the ro ll cal l . " 

Ma j or G. 1/ . Ogilvi e Dowsley : 11 1 am ver y s01·ry I 

will be unabl e to be pr esent , muc h as I would l ike to be , but 

I wi sh y ou a ver y succ essful pa r a de and p rogr amme . " 

Si ste r E . T . He gan : ~egrets ver y much that sne is 

unab l e t o be pr e s ent at t he p re s entati on cf the flags . 

Colonel R. IL I.:a cdona ld, D. S . O., M. C. : '' I \ra s 

gre atl y interested in y our cir cular letter of July 20 . ·1 hile 

I regret that I s h all no t be ab le t o e pr esent , you c a _ r es t 

as s ur e d tri.at I will be Hith y ou in :: iri t . Ple ase co nvey to 

Colonel Jfo rd and all o thel.' membe r 2 of the unit ll1J ver y bes t 

wi s he 0 • 11 

Hat ron J c.ne t :S::a cdonal d , R. _ . C. : "I ,:as gr eatly 
.--

pleased to :r e c eive y our lett e1• and to n ote that the ::::' ir s t 

Car:ad i a-" C . C. S . 12 aga j_ n comins int the li::nel i gb.t - a nd 

ri ghtl y s o - f or in my humble opini on it ~as t he g r and e s t 

unit in all Prsnc e , a nd I feel 2u r e ;;re wo l'ked as har d and 

pro bab l y p l ayed as hard , v he1 time an d op~ortunity per i tted , 

as t he best of them . It ma :e s ue sad when I think of all '. /ho 

h a v e l eft us f or al vrays - s i ster 8 , officers ~rw wen . I c a 1' t 

help t h i nki .g \/hat ., ri de Captain Chute \;oul d h::,, ve ta ;:en in 

t h i s c el eb r a tion , n e ·e ce ci .r1011g us ; he '..J &s aL1a ' s s uch a 

loyal Nova Scot i an . Pl ease r e~ember me mo st k indl y t o Col onel 

Fo :t d , \.'ho r:as at all ti.1e s a loy al fr iend nnd co eimand er ; a l s o 

to a ll the b oy s - v1b.o a1·e b oy 0 no l onger - and any me moe •s of 

the unit \rh om y ou ha ve the go od fo.ct une to meet th i s year. I 

r egret so i:::mch thd I c annot attend thi s c e l e l' ati on , ann e 

able t o t ake pa rt in nthis l ast k i ck i n public ', a& Colonel 

Jones s o ab l y phr us es it . I s h :..-11 eatm:stly hope :for a 1 

a c coun t of the p roceeding~ of t hi s wor t h; affa ir . Be b SSQ red 

of my g 1• eat int e ,_. est a nd go oa w:i. s hes . :.}:. ny t ha~_ks for your 

nice lette1·. I en j oy t he honour o. be ing the ' Unit 1 2 _anki ng 

Sister ', ss you c a ll me , sn I hope I a L TTorthy of che h i gh 

p l a c e y ou ha v e given me . 11 



32) • 

Ma jor B . L . 1-Teily : rrBest wis hes f o1 the s uccess of 

the ser vice tomorrow. Cir cumstanc es over wh ich I have n o 

c ontl' ol p revent me f ro m being present . ✓ it h wa r mest personal 

g r e etings . •~ 

Lt - Col. G. B • .Pe at : 11 Had tr ied t o ma ke arra r1gements 

to fl y over and back Sunday , but could not . Best r egards to 

your s elf and all the old bunch , an ~ best wi shes f or a success 

ful turnout . " 

Pad re • Beauchamp Payne : 11 Re gret exceedingl y 

i nabil i ty of be i ng pres ent . Shall be with you in spirit in 

the c e remony at Trini ty Church a nd sha re in t he honouring of 

those wh ose names live forever more . Gr e etings to our gal l ant 

1'ir s t Off icer Comman ding and all members of th e unit . 11 

Roy '.fur ner : 11 Nothing woul d pl eas e me bet ter than 

to be with you al l , and although a t p re s en t i t does not look 

as t hough I can , I cert ainly will d o all I c an to get t o 

Liver pool f or the 16th . 11 

Ma tron Vivien 'i.' rema ine : 11 I wi sh very much indeed 

t ha t I could ha ve t he pleas ur e of bei ng pr es ent , bat I am 

a f r a i d i t is out of t he question . I am v e ry much interested 

i n the ce remony . !Iy pleas ant memor i es I have of the p e:c iod 

of th~ 1a r ar e centred a r ound t he 1st Cdn . C. C. S . Co l onel 

Ford was a mos t wise and kind commandi11...g offic er and the whole 

unit a very co11..genial and happy one . It i s th ere f ore t~Bt I 

s i nc er ely re gret t hat I cann ot be pr esent , and I of er my oest 

wishes f or a ve1•y s ucc ess ful an d happy oc c asi on in t hi s reunion. " 

Chapla i n Clement ~- Whal l ey : "I am very s orry t o 

s ay tha t I do no t expect it v1 ill be possib l e for me to be 

pres ent on the occasi on . Should circumstances have been other 

wise I should have ade a real effort t o b e pr esent . I 

r ather f anc y that had a l onger c ont i nuous se rvice with the 

unit than any ot her chapl a i n . '.L'he cer• emony and the oppol' tunity 

to meet again t he member s o f the unit woul d ha ve be en a g r ea t 

pleasure . 1.Iy re gret s at n ot s eeing my .~my to o e _pr es ent a ·e 

very real anu genuine and 1 shall take it as a 1• eal fa vour 

i f you will c onvey my gr eet i ngs to all tDos e L e mb er s of t he 

unit wit h whom I was _p riv · lege d t o s erve . If 
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n1t - C lonel '.I' . i / , H. Young : Sorry I wi ll not be , ith 

y ou all on the 1 6th ins t . \f i s h i n g all my co mrad es a pl easant 

and happy meeting . 11 

" .A rt n Wal ton mad e the c oncluding speec h of the 

evening . He expl a ined h ow he had come to tr a vel some thou sands 

of miles t o a ttend t his reunion . hhe n a member of t he 

Ser gean ts ' J.Iess in .2. ire , he vva~ just one lit t l e guy f .L'Offi 

Ci.1 oront o aga i nst a mess f ull of g reat, tall , lanky , l ova 

Scot i ans , and t hat a l l he he a r d a ou t was llov a Scotia . He 

pr omised himsel f t hat , i f e ver he had t he opp ort un it y , he ' d 

c ome d own and vis it them in t he ir native hauLts , and take a 

l ook a t their beloved fish . 

v hen th e circular letters a dvising h i ,;1 of the reunion 

arrived , he thought i t over and decided he ~ouldn 1 t come , but 

he hac. n 1 t the heart t o sit down and put it in writing . S:'hen , 

one -even i ng , when he wa s looking quit e downhearted , h i s• wi fe 

told him he sLnpl y had to g o . 

"In the first pl ace, n she said , ny ou ov1e it t o 

Col onel ~ord t o go; in the s econd p l ace y ou ' d never fo r give 

yoursel f if you d idn ' t go ; an d in the third pl a ce y ou woul dn ' t 

be f it to li ve with i f you didn ' t go. 1\ 

He t ol d of @o rn i n g to L.Ontr eal , and t alkiri..g t o 

rrDocir 11refry over the phone , a n d g ,, ve h i s l i s tene rs Tref ' s 

me s s age : " Remember me to a ll the memb e rs of the unit , and to 

Col on e l Ford and the Ser geant L.ajo1· especi.ally , and sa that 

I 1.vas far happ i er se rving as an .L~ . C. u . under t hem than at 

any time whil s t serving as a commi ss ioned officer. 11 

He told of his ar rival in Live r p ool , of his pl asure 

in me e ting c omr ades he had not met fo:i: years . He said t hat he 

had s een qu it e a nuc.ioer of :nili tary tur 1lout~ f.nd cere onies 

of various k i nds , but that not h i n g he ha a seen or heard had 

pas s ed off uite a s well as this affa i ; . ~e had sa t thr ough 

the who l e se~' vic e with a l um_p i n his h i•oat . 

He r e cal l ed that , on Sal i sbury Pl a in , he ha d made 

a c ha racter sketch of ea c i:c one oi hi f: tent comr bdes . "Of 

man y admir able cha1·act e rs n , he hnd writ t en t hat John ~1eindel 

was 'wit hout dabt , the finest a nd st rong es t character of them 
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a lln , and it seemed st nn1ge t bat , of all in t hat 6roup , 

John Fe indel s hould be the one c a~ led upon t o lay a ovn 

his life . 

He l iked the idea of ho l ding a 1 annual :cemlion 

d i1 er 0 11 .c, ugus t 20th , an d p ro ised le ·JOulci ,iia e an eff o:rt 

to at tend on e i_n the n. t to o dis tan ~uture . He was gl a d 

t o be the representative of No . 1 C . H. P. at th i s reunion , 

and t ha . ked t he loc al ,::1e1 bers fo • their attention . He i;1ss 

sorl'y th8 t cir c n metances c o pelled hi. t o lea ve irn:1e,diatel,y , 

and that t he t i 1e had a 1•1ived to sa y "Good - by e " . 

He was g ive11 th ee heartJ7 che r s and a t i ger . 

Goo d - by.es were said , and a e-.1 uinut e s l at er the f ir s t pa:L'ty 

was on it s Ha • 'l'he f ina l chapt er in the s tO l' .'/ of t he .h'irst 

Ca 1..adian va s ual t Cl ea r i11g 3t at i - 11 ha d be en e nact ed . 

In IJemo:r i am 

E1: ch y e a:r , s i nce 1 <;; ;31 , a epec i al s e.L'vi c e in me ox ::,r 

of the Officer , lTu:r ...: i ng Sisterg: , IJon- c o.J is s io 10d Officei.'.., 

and I.:en of the .l:! il' st Cana dia11 Casllal ty Ulea r ing Station , 

3 . ' . , who d i ed fo,: th i -1'. count r y in t he G- reat J a:r l'zil4 -

1 1 8 has been hel in Trinit churc n , ~iver p ool, N .• , O~ a 

Sunday i n ;, ug us t . ,, t t h se 2 e1•vic e ~ tne ·-arnes of those 

1embe :rs of the unit Hho a r e ki.lO'il 1 t o h& ve d ·ea, over s .as a r e 

r e ad : 

Li eut e _ant Vere l,Ias on 

r ivate J . D. Proctor . 

L i e u tena 1t Jo:b_:n Jf' eindel 

I:Ia j or ,! • L . i iac.Le an 

Nu11 sing S i s te r Ll . 1u . Fr as er 

lrur sing Si st r -'1 . DUS"'aUlt 

Killed n ~ction 

Kille d in ~ct i on 

Killed in _ction 

Di ed of dounds 

Dro1med 

Dto w:ned 

lJu-<i: si • · Sister "'- • 1, . F ollette JJrmvned 

Jux s il_g Siste · 1:1 . B . Sampson 

Pte . l . ~ - Steen 

_1, R. S . H. . . B . 'y ther i dge 

D:rowned 

Dro vmed 

1:1 Cc i d e11ta l ly Ki llB d 
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(A par agr aph t a ke 1 f r om a n h i s toric a l s ke t c h pre pa red 

by Colone l F . S . 1 . Fo r d , C. lI . G., V. D.) 
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n .April 4th , 1 ' 19 , Si r : obe rt Borden unve iJ.Bd 

a memo r i al t o thos e ~ ho d i ed a t t he Canad i an Red Cross 

Hosp i t al t :b.e1•e (C l ive den ) . '.!.'he mem ori al takes the fo r . 

of a f ema l e f i gu r e typ i y i ng - i c t or y and stbl1d"' i n the 

b eau t i f u l l i tt l e c eme ter y on the es t a t e ad j o i n i ng the 

h osp i ta l , t he cem et ery bei ng i n the ::or: of an It al i an 

g a r d e n . '.1'he I o~t st r ik i ng speec h was ade cy Lady .. ~s t o1· -

",ha t a p r i v i l eg e , " she "-'- Bi d , !l it has beenfo1· us to ha ve 

t he C-anad i an s a t Cli vea.en . I do ~ ot call t '.i s a cemeter y . 

Yo u wi l l s ee t hat ;,,re have t ried to g e t away f .c om the i dea 

of a eat h a·b ou t t h L pl ac e . I f eel it i s on l y we who re 

dead if we ever f ai l the r i n f or get t ing how t h ey lai d 

d own t he ir l ives fo r 1· i g· . t . You see he :i: i g Lt:r e of the 

me nori al fac es we"' t . Je vrnnt to f e el. t ho se i; ho ha ve b e en 

l a i d he r e a1·e mer ely a litt le way a he ad of u s . 11 
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Nomi n a l oll of JJ:embe 1· s s e~ving wit h t he Unit Ove r s eas 

C. lL M.C . Per s onne l - ff ic e rs Co m and i ng 

Ford , Freder i ck Samuel Lamps on, 

Young , T . W. 'H. 

Dicks on , Charl i e Ha rold 

Ben ne tt , .E .H . 

Robertson , _- . B . 

C . M. G. 

D. S . O. 

Q. B.3 . 

O. B. E. 

C. A. I.1 . C • .Personnel - Othe r Offi ce1· s 

,\ r c h i bald , E . 1v . Lia j or 

Bee man , N. T . Ca p t a i n 

Cap t a i n 

Lt - Col . 

Lt -Col. 

Lt - Col. 

1la j or 

324. 

Se:rvic e 

.h . 0 . 

.i? . 0 . 

\ . o. 
·:i . P. 

:p . c.. 

F . O. 

t ' .o. 
D. O. Bell , John Eenry i.1ontgomer ie 

Chi shol m, Hu g h A. Ha j 0 1• U . i.:. G. , D. S. 0. 

C oc kb ur n , G • L • 

Connoll 
' 

E. \J • 

Dougl a s , E. 

Dowsley , G. i 

" . 
l!, e l' l'i S , r, j • D. 

le gg , R . :B' . 

.r!' l e,. i ng , _-1 • G . 

Pripp , G. D. 

Ogi lvie 

Ga l br ait h , 1L C . 

Gr ay , T . 

J a ms , C. A. R. 

'ohns on , A . L. 

Ki rkland , B . Stanle 

1Ier e ereau , H. C. 

1IacBeth, .6. . W. 

Eac Donald , Roder ic ' H. 

1~cDonald , _ . St .. 

IJ:c Gill , Chester 1. 

Cap t a in 

Ca pt a i n 

Cap t a in C C ',.'.. . . 
Csp t ai n 

Capt ain 

Cap t a in 

Ca t a i n .... C . 

ap t a L-;,i 

E/ Capt . ?c H • .1.\J. . 

Ca ptain 

H/Capt . & ~ . M. 

Ca ptai _ 

Cap t a i n 

I,.Ia j or 

vaptai n 

Cap ta i n 

Ma j or 

.D . S . O. , lL C . 

H/Lt . & ,L E. 

F . O. 

' . o. 
~ . . 
c.o. 

. 0 . 

l, ' • 0 . 

i' . 0 . 

F .O. 

.B, .o. 

.!!' . 0 . 

.f!l • p • 

Jj' • 0 • 

. 0 . 

~ 1 . 0 . 

D. O. 

i! . O. 

}3 . 0 . 



McKee , C. S . 

,fac Kinn on , W. T . M. 

Ma cLean , ,J . L . 

IJacNutt 

Pe a t , Gilbert B . 

Pickup , ·i . H . 

Ri d evro od , H . E . 

Roge r s , F. E. 

Se l b , E . R. 

Shov,l e r , J . B . 

<:< t ena1·t, Jo hn l,.I . 

'.Pul l , J . C. 

\7 a 11 ac e , J • 1. • • 

Capt a i n 

Ha jo:r 

vfa j or 

ia j or 

Ma j ol' 

H/C ap t . & 

l:~a j e r 

Captain 

Cap t ain 

H/Lt . & .._, . 

Captain 

Cap t a i n 

H/Cap t . & 

625. 

B' . O. 

C. L: . G. A. 0 . 

F . O. 

m . o. 

' . o. 

~- JI. • 0 . 

.t:' . O. 

F . O. 

D. S. O. F . O. 
... , .. F . O • \l, • 

D.O. 

i:' . 0 . 

.... . M. G. ,~ . 

C. J .• JI . C. Pel.' s o:nnel - fo1•sing Sister.s 

1-\ itken , E . 

.1 l l a n , Doc t 01• .nnn 

1-, r ms tr on g , E . if . 

11Ug er , E . M. 

Beer ,' E . L . 

3 l a c l{ , Bmma G. 

Bont er , ll • .A . 

Br a nll: i n , .A • 

Calhoun , S. E . 

Came ro n , C. ~. 

Car so r1 , ... ,j . 

Ch ishol m, C . E. 

Cb.i s h olm, 
,. 

11. .H.:.. • 

Cl axk , ? . 1. -~. 
Cl ar k , J . _,L 

Cooper , .1 . M. 

Cor ri a - , Yiola C . 

Di c ks on , 1 • I. 

Donohue , He llie G. 

Dr ew , Iila r ga re t C. 

Duff i eld , IS: . 

) 
) 

l . : . • C. ) 
) 
) 
) 

-" · .c . ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

: .. R. C. Ha t r on ~ 
) 
)F . O. 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Meda ill e d es Ep ide, i es en ver · 1e il ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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C. A. 11. C. Personnel - Nursing is t e.r s (C on tinued ) 

Dus sault , A . 
F ol l ette , Li nne 

JP r anc i s , lI . L • 

F.raser , LL E . 

Fr ew , F. M. 

Ful to 11 , I.I . S . 

Gal lop , ""' . 1.L 

Gillean , Ha zel F . 

Gn1harn , M. 

Gr a h am , • R. 

Hague , C.R . 

Handc oc k , Eleanor D. 

Hat d:,; , ·: . E . 

Harper , n. 1 . 

Ha .r r i s on , C • :I • 

Hegan , E . '.l' . 

He rvey , R. 

Hof·s tr and , ]j . 

How a:.c c1 , _i rn,y 

Ivey , .t' . E . 

J a ck , C . C . 

J ohns on , S. P. 

Ke t tle s , harlot te 

Lart er , 1 . G. 

Leamy , H. 

Leavitt , :.;: . 

Litt le , Ka thleen 

Ll oyd , ' . F . 

Lie :r C e :r ' ~ . C • 

l.Iowbr ay , C. i,I . 

Ic1ui:r , IL M. 

1Ic Di armi d , B . 

Ma cDonald , c . E. 

lfacDona ld , C . 'I' . 

Ha c Don: l d , J anet Ma cG . 

Lia c Donald , Loui s e 

Lia cDon ld , V. i'i. 

R._.s . 

- • • C. 

s. . : . c. 

R . R. C. 

R. R. C. 

_.: .c . 

R. H.C. 

:~ . H. C. [a tr on 

.? . 3 .C. 

- • R. C. 

_ • R. C. 

: . '. C. 

R •.• C. r. at ron 

] . d .C . 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) JP . • 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 



- Hu1•sing Sist er s (C cnt i nued) 

PacDougall , ~ - c. ~. r . c. 
1IacKay , D. K. 

lJcL e od , Louise 

:t.IacLeod , •I. C. 

Mac ,1ahon , ,, • E . 

lV:a c Na ughton , C . L . 

~a c Nau ghton , U. A. 

Nichol s o n , E . S . R. R.C. 

Panto n , : . :2 ..L . C. 

Pa r k i n s , ~ . F . : . : .c. 
Pa1' ks , LI . : • R. C . 

Pierc e , C. E. ~ . R.C. 

r i c e , I.I • E • ~ • R. C • 

- a ,say , I. V. 

Ramsay , J . 1r . 

- ay , V . 

Re i d , ~. = . =· . C. 

Re;y n a r , .l..iJ • 

! ice , IL ::r u , 

:'it c h ie , H. 

H • 

L . 

R . ~0 • C. 

~ . R.C. 

327 . 

Riverin , u. Medaille de s Ep i d e i es "en a r gent " 

: obe rt s , P . E. 

Robert s 0 11 , J . H. 

nob i 1s on , L . 

St . Germa i n , 

Samps o E , Ha e B . 

~t . R. C. 

Sc c' l e , C. I. R.R . C. 

Smith , L. V. 

Squire , L . G. - .R.C. 

Sted ham , A . M. 

Ste ele , ~-~• R • • • c. 

Sterra rt, 1: . C. 

Stor i e , LI . B . 

Swanst o L , • • 

Tate , A. M. 3.. R. C. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) F .(). 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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C . A. lvI. C . ersonnel - Nuxsing Sist er s (Cont i nued) 

tJ.1aylor , '• • A . 

Ter r ill , 1., . l,1 . 

Thompson , .A • .c.1. . 

'.J.' re .a i n e , Vivien .d. 

':L'urner , E. M. 

Water s , Gr ace B. 

\ia tl i ng , Christ i na .T. 

:Ji'ls on , I. 

·lo o ds , l;I . J • 

Wylie , . H. 

Younghusband , C. L . 

C • • Ir . C. £e r sonne l - Ot hex : anks 

524097 ~dams , J . W. 

5253 2 7 :llen , -~ . J . 

528 726 1rnd er s on , E . C. 

400081 ~ver y , Cha rle s 

33821 Ba ird , And rew 

522602 Ba ke r , • il . 

33822 

442 7 

33824 

9167 

338 25 

:5382 6 

3381 7 

3382 7 

50020 

Br r 1e s , H. C i fford 

Be e t son , f alte r 

Bell , l . Raymond 

Benr1yworth , Ge 0r ge 

Bernardine , 1:' illi am •a 

Binm : , l'h a l o er g 

Bir d , F1•ank d . 

Bro ok ~ , J . Lawre nc e 

:cown, Fr e d J . 

3380 BJ: own , : egi na lc1 D . 

§§ 803 Bur nett , Fr eder i c k C. 

400268 Cairns , S . 

33828 ampbe l l , ;ill i am 

5101 Che e sernan , S . ! • 

338 2 Cla 1•k , ~enneth 

522868 Cle l and , J . G. P . 

40 01 92 Cobain , Da vid 

R . ?.. .C . 

. _ • C. , R. V. ,1. 

- • R. C. 

R . . C. 

J. • R. C. 

Cpl. 

Pte . 

Pt e . 

Pte . 

Pt e . 

J. t e . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

r te . 

te . 

Pte . 

L/Cpl . 

Cp l. 

Cpl. 

Sgt . 

S / Sgt . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Cpl. 

Pt e . 

Pte . 

Pt c . 

F . O. 

P. P. 

\ . 0 . 

c .o. 
-:., 
..L' • • 

c.o. 

" . 0 . 

.8 . 0 . 

F.P. 

Jj. . • 

c.o. 

.8 . p . 

.Cl • 0 • 

·i 
l: • • 

. 0 . 

B • 0 • 

F . O. 

C . iif . 

F . O. 

D.O . 

...'.' . 0 . 

~ 1 . 0 . 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) F . 0 . 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 



C . .A . 1'.: . C. Pe r s onne l - Other 1anks - (Cont i nued) 

33820 .?te . 

33831 ? te . 

33832 Pte . 

501262 t e . 

524859 l't e . 

6 ' 2173 J?te . 

338 33 )te . 

5251 63 Pt e . 

18332 Cp l . 

51020 Pte . 

33802 1 • [ . s . 

522102 Pt e . 

52 103 - :Pte . 

33834 L /C p l . 

536452 Pt e . 

61,148 P t e . 

3380 7 Sgt . 

3281 4 

21 1 44 

Pt e . 

L/Cpl. 

522610 ? te . 

523466 l'te . 

3 3835 Pte . 

5 2 43 2 7 .2t ,:; • 

33836 Pt e . 

33808 

33837 

5 22 740 

81259 

Sgt . 

Pt e . 

L 'CPL . 
I 

te . 

24683 Pt e . 

33838 Pt e . 

338 39 Dte . 

33818 1 / Cpl . 

46 ' 046 Pt e . 

400284 Pt e . 

2991 8 ? te . 

33840 Cpl . 

3t1:60? Pte . 

Co1r a d , Ed 1:ard 

Con:rnd , George 

Cr ame , ~Hbert 

Cr e.ne , _1 • 

Cr awford , .n , J . 

C1•awfo r d , 11 . S . 

Crouse , .6 lle n 

DGnn , J . 

Da v enpo.rt , C . IL 

Den ov a n , IL J . 

Dext er , Er 1 e st H. 

Dexter, ,· ussell S . 

Dext er , St e phen C. 

Downe1· , John 

Down s , ·'"' . IS . 

Duclos , J . 

Dumbr ell , Davi d 

Earl e , J . E . 

Ea ton , F . H. 

Edga r , .,, . .I. 

Eg5a , C. C. 

Evans , .~1 be 1• t 

~a r 1• , J . Gordon 

Fe indel , John H. 

Fell , Ha rold 'J.' . 

J? iel d , E . 1 • 

F irth , D. G . 

F i s her , J o1:i..n W. 

Fl i nt , Edga r 

]'r as e r , Cl ev-el and 

Prost , Liiv.rr enc e N. 

Ge;.,t le s , . D. 

Gi bs on , .l . 

Gi l '.Il8YJ , , • 

Glaab , Peter .l . 

Glov e:r , · - . l~ . 

,:, • 0 . 

...,-:), . 0 . 

c.o. 

jj' . p . 

}!' . ]? . 

F . O. 

.tl . 0 . 

t . . 

F . O. 

l!' . p . 

.;-l • 

j • 0 . 

B. O. 

i? . O. 

F . O. 

C. N. 

".P. 
j • p . 

;\ . 0 . 

]' . p . 

c .o. 

~7 . p . 

C . • 

_- . 0 . 

C • .P . 

. p . 

F . O. 

F. P. 

c.o. 
." . . 0 . 

' . 0. 

~ . 0 . 

' . 0 . 

}!'I • 0 . 

C. P. 

\ . 0 . 

329 . 



C. ~LT.LC. Per.s onnel - Othe r -taLks (Continued) 

505,73 

522925 

704 

33841 

528233 

33842 

33843 

32776 

33816 

33844 

33845 

3381 3 

31287 

469150 

22 

33847 

3 3848 

. 33846 

0956 

33849 

338 50 

33851 

Pte . 

P-'-e . 

Sgt . 

.L t e . 

Pte . 

Pt e . 

.Pt e . 

Pte. 

L /Sg t . 

Cp l. 

Pte . 

Cpl. 

.Pte . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Cpl. 

Pt e . 

Pte . 

L/C_pl. 

Pte . 

Pte . 

5 2287 Pte . 

522931 l'te . 

6694 Pt e . 

, 5 22 932 Pt e . 

33819 

42157 

33852 

522934 

51048 

3385 8 

400143 

336~5 

645704 

21501 

33804 

Sgt . 

Pte . 

t e . 

Pt e . 

L/Cp l . 

Pte . 

Pte . 

te . 

.2 te. 

Pte . 

t e . 

Gr aham , J . · . 

G:r ah am , , • P . 

Ha l l , C . ;:1 . 

Halle tt , John 

Ha.i:ris , J . 

Heron , lbel't 

Holman , Law1•ence 

Hir on , Louis 

"=iold en , C • P . P . 

Horne, 3obert E . 

Howard , .i ill i am 

Hunt , Bawur d c1 . 

Hutton , C. P • 

I.kpen ,_'i'. 3 . 

j·ob..nson , ~ . 

Joudrey , ~ r c hib ld 

Joudrey , Gr over C. 

Joudre,y , , illia:n _u , B. 

Ka van augh , L . Li: . 

Keddy , Donald 

Y.:eep i n , Lanc e 

Kennedy , Fr &ncis S . 

Cenn edy , V. 1 • 

Cilty , T. E . 

Kit Chen , C • - • 

1a t z , Ha rold 

:Ua voie , E. 

Le i per , ndrew 

Le van , P. 

Lyal l, C. G. 

Male o O on , Dc. vid 

Mann , A. 

1.Ia r b 1 e , . . 11 • 

Ha r s hall , J . 

Far ti n , '.Jilliarn H. 

1, s s on , er e K . 

1:' . 0 . 

~l • 0 • 

1'1 • 0. 

..:.'-l . 0 . 

.ff . O. 

C. P . 

c.o. 
P . O. 

.,LO . 

D. O. 

c.o. 
..; • p . 

~. 0 . 

]' . 0 . 

:&1 . 0 . 

..1.l . 0 . 

A. • 

.l."l . p . 

;, . 0 . 

D. • 

_, . N . 

D. N. 

F .P . 

F . O. 

..!!1 . P . 

.8 . 0 . 

F . O. 

c.o. 

. P . 

F . O. 

:D . O. 

}:!' . 0 . 

}fl . p . 

1". 0 . 

... , . 0 . 

330. 



C • .A.M.C. Pers onnel - Ot h er 1.anks ( Cont i nued ) 

33643 L / Cpl . 

400218 Pte . 

1682 Pte . 

33859 Pte . 

33 860 Pt e . 

523406 Pte . 

33660 Pte . 

32818 Pte . 

3301 2 s / sgt . 

529541 Pte . 

400360 Pte . 

33658 Pte . 

21 0 9899 t e . 

14427 Pt e . 

4 00006 Pt e . 

20910 Pte . 

52 939 Pte . 

_1522 Pte . 

33810 Sgt . 

33853 Pt e . 

33857 .P.te . 

775138 Pte. 

5239 '73 .i?te . 

33854 Pt e . 

1057 te . 

526590 Pte . 

33856 Sg t . 

!:53 855 

50479 

3:-'>8 61 

l' t e . 

Sgt . 

Sgt , 

68372 Pte . 

46 9147 .!:'te . 

33811 

71994 

3386 2 

33863 

33864 

l'°te . 

Pt e . 

Sgt . 

Pt e . 

te . 

11eaby , 

Eead , H. Lionel 

lfo ti dew , J. 

Met c alf , Er n es t 

l,le t c alf , Ha rr y 

Meye r , J . 

l.Iock , R . J . 

Lion tei th , -.l illiam F . 

11orr j_s , .. ~nc1:cew 

l:lor 1.' is 0 1J , ' E . 

Lior~ 1son , J . ·' 

Hur 1·a ,y , J . 

:Ic.,;-,l i st er , H. R. 

lic ~ voy , d icha el P. 

l.IcC01·ma c k , ·,I. ' . 

.Llc Der mott , James 

,.icDonell , P . ,i . 

1.:cDougal d , D. S . 

t::c Gillicu ddy , D. 

1:a c Int y re , ..:.1 lexand e1· 

11sc intyre , J. 

I.:c Kay , G • C • 

hCKen zi e , Hec tor 

1:~cLean , .l . 

LCLe od , Cl ark K. 

:;,.~cLe od , J ames 3ent 

Neal e , H::: r.ry 

lfo ily , .. ::e lb ourne P . 

Neville , .2at 1· i c k C . 

Hichol s , ,l . H. 

O' Re il ly , dil l i arn C. 

Owen , J . E . 

Pa9kee, J ohn -" . 

Pa rk i n2 OL , James 

Pa t o 11 , Jo hn 

F.O . 

1!~ . 0 . 

F . P . 

D. O. 

D. O. 

l • 0. 

. .o. 

I!' . 0 . 

1 • 0 . 

Jf . p . 

H 0 
..i...; • .L • 

:fr . 0 . 

.J:1 • 0 . 

F . O. 

~. 0 . 

. 0 . 

F· . P . 

C . N. 

A. O. 

c .o. 

. ~. 
] 1 . 0 . 

c .o. 

F . O. 

§ . p . 

D. P. 

,e; . 0 . 

F . • 

a1 • 0 • 

r . ..:\, . 

~\ . . 

.d . 0 . 

lf . . 

D.P . 

C . O. 

331. 

IJ . l:.1 . 

?J. S . 11. 



C .. A.L:.c . ?e r com1el - Ct he.r 1.tanks (Cont i nued) 

210 816 Pte . 

757607 2:'t e . 

826 ' 33 Cpl. 

5246 1 Pte . 

228 776 Pte . 

52 5509 Sgt . 

33865 

33866 

338 67 

33868 

3386 

33870 

~-33 801 

536006 

427333 

85780 

3 3 871 

33872 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Cpl . 

Pt e . 

Sgt . 

Pte . 

.Pt e . 

.2t e . 

Sgt . 

i t . 

50662 Pte . 

5 27647 Pte . 

2109 89 J:'te . 

1 74 

5 23071 

283188 

~33820 

33814 

650 5 

4001 71 

302532 

469280 

523674 

526811 

535407 

346 77 

33873 

33815 

Al0'730 

Cp l . 

J::'t e . 

.P t e . 

S /Sgt . 

Cpl. 

Pte . 

Sgt . 

Pte . 

Pt e . 

Pte . 

SU\lOl 

rt e. 

.Pt e . 

Sg t . 

.l:'t e. 

Pe.rcy , E . 

l'ettltt , H. A . 

Phil l i ps , David 

i-' ilcJer, ~ . E . 

Poole , c . 

Poppitt , J . E . 

rocto:r , J a•·es D . 

nafuse , G . Ha rr y 

Reyn ol ds , ~e o_ard 

Robe rt , n , Cle vel a nd 

Robart , Car ~on S ith 

obart , Peigh 

Rob L is on , Jame s 

~ ob i ns 011 , ohn 

_-fos s , 1,e il S • 

• ovrn l l , ame s .I . 

Rumne y , N O.L' man 

m:sell , J . a. 

SauLd e1· ,2 , V . 'vi . 

Sawi ·l , h . ~1. . 

S i mk i 11s , • J . 

Simpson , J . 

Suit h , He r bert emuel 

S~ i th , ~homas 3 r enton 

'ta Lt O i, , ., , 

Steen , L 

St ri nge r , C. 3 . 

s-., ans bu. :.::g , • Le :8 . 

J.1ap11 , J.J . C • 

l'ed,ian , C . S . 

T l,\ ~ • I 
y.O ffi t 1 . d . 

'.J.'homas , .2 . -

'l'immi ns , _, _ thur 

1':i: e~1bl a;y , J . P . 

,t . p . 

F . P. 

? . P. 

-\ . p . 

F .P . 

F . O. 

c.o. 
- • 0 . 

• . p . 

C. p . 

"' . p . 

D. P. 

. 0 . 

JP . p . 

p • i? . 

P. O. 

c.o . 
u.o. 
.b' . 0 . 

ii' . O. 

"' . 0 . 

.t . P-. 

F. O. 

.:1 • • 

c.o . 
. p • 

.£!' • 0 • 

lf . P. 

~1 . 0 . 

~' • .1.. • 

F . . 

P . O. 

D. rL 

.d • 0 . 

t'l • 0 • . 

332. 

.. -.~ . s. J • 

E . B. E. 



C. A. J.C . · er s onnel - Other ~-·anks ( ontinue d) 

3232517 ·te . 

33874 Pte . 

1823 Q. Li. S . 

522962 

620 58 

338'79 

436689 

33809 

338 76 

33875 

1444 

3347 

523326 

5' 76 70 

522824 

111527 

1799 

52 7677 

3387 7 

510 6 

5 24 23 

33878 

524884 

Pte . 

Pte . 

Sg t . 

Pte . 

Sgt . 

c_ 1. 

J?te . 

Pt e . 

Pt e . 

.i?te . 

rte. 

Sgt . 

Pt e . 

Pte . 

:2te . 

.l:'te . 

.t t e . 

l'te . 

J?t e . 

?.t e . 

Tu.cnb ul l , ~· . E . 

ri'u:rner , Roy 

Tytheridge , bins l ie B. 

Van dr i c k , • , • 

\Jal to n , _, rthut 

,la rd , L . E . 

;fo r e , J ames 

.iater swor t h , John 

\fa t ney , be.r t Cecil 

. 'lay , C . 1 

da,v , Ce a t 
I 

delc h , C . C . 

,/ hee l e r , , . 

. ft it loc k , .B' . H. 

,finc h , ! • 

Ulnt e~s 1 G"lber t Smi t h 

h .s e , H. E . 

ifo od , E . 

.io od , Ve '.!'. non H • 

,:Jo od for a • . c1 1: thur H. 

r✓ n:;;iC . J . 

Ya tes , Sa:nuel 

YOUL g , G. P. 

CAN"ADL\ i'I 1,. ·,IY SERVIC :E CO! S 
_ t t a c 2ed as i n \la r Estab lishment 

211 5239 Pte . 3al dwi n , G • L . ) 
) 

514284 ? te . Ch amp ion , E . - . ) 
) 

5107 72 J?te . Cos t i e , J . J . ) 
) 

322896 Pte . Gau.kel , E. ) 
) 

645 267 Pte . Ka r n , C. ) 
) 

483 6 Pt e . Longwo rth , J . w. ) 
) 

:510650 Pt e . ,,1cGee , - . H. B. ) 
) 

87108 Pt e . Phipps , d . H. ) 
) 

8719 76 Pt e . .lil l i ams , B . LicL . ) 

F. O. 

:s . 0 . 

E. O. 

F . O. 

.1!' . 0 . 

c .o. 

F . P. 

c.o. 

C. 0 . 

c.o. 

F . P . 

l • 0 • 

P . O. 

.J!' . 0 . 

' . 0 . 

F . P. 

1!'.0. 

.!!' . P . 

c .o. 

. P . 

P . O. 

c.o. 
.ll' . o. 

Ji' . 0 . 

333 . 



BP I TI SH 11. S. C. ,I. T. ~ttached as i n ./a l' Es t ab lishme nt 

M2 / 031731 Pte . Bouchard , F . ) 
) 

M2 /04861 8 Pte . Brooke , c. ) 
) 

3704 Pte . Bullman , Cha:rl es ) 
r 

38401 Pte . Casl a ke , ..:> • 
1"T ) n . 

) 

0 50818 - Pt e . Col ey , B. ) 
) 

1 350 Cpl. Co o: , George } 
) 

0 21864 Pte . Dimmic k , ~v. ) 
} 

M2 /08 2600 Pte . E ticknap , G. ) 
) 

112 /1 52422 Pt e . P i s he :r , H. 
) 
I 

} 

7405 L/6 
) ' . 0 . u11ac k , c . H. ) 

wa / 032232 Pt e . HLmil t on , D. J,,4. . 
) 
) 

112/054277 Pte . Hoba:i:t , E. J . 
) 

' ) 

01919 2 Pt e . Hodgef , E. 
} 
) 

Li2 /04 7238 1 /C p l . La c e L . E. 
} 

, } 

1:12 /1147 82 :Pte . IJs::c tin , E . . ) 
~.., . } 

l1r / 1 1 4451 Pt e . :i,Ioo:re , B. 
) 
) 

112 /13 4 796 Pt c . lfo Cann , 
) 
) 

lvI2 / 1 21 2 7 Pt e . Psl me r , 
) 

d • H. ) 
) 

0 21019 .Pt 6 , " Penni1 6 , ~l • . ) 

LI2/021065 .Pt e . .Phil l i ps , _,lf r ed 
) 
) 

LI2/0754 '7 8 t e . 
) 

dovenden , \'I . ) 

C. l11D L H 1,Rl.iY DE:W '~:. J CO PS - l~ t t a c b.ed as i n v! . 
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