






February 9, 1957 

You!" 1ette:r. was vary interesting . I had not known 
that aeybojy on Tancook resented J1tY JRagazi.ne article. I l1ked 
t hem and I :said s o . :r: sti.11 look rock on my visit there with 
the greatest of pl easure . I ment1oned their accent because I'm 
interested in such thinas. Everybody 1:1,~~s with so.m so1"t of 
accent - - I do ~ el! - and in Ik,v~ Scotl.3 it is often poesible 
to trace a:icestr-y through t he speech. Hera in 1.i't"or>.;'.;ol ::iauy 
I,"Z:r-;l '.! nra desce!lded 1'ro>JJ the New El.1glo.nd •Yo.nkaes• who settled 
tb1s ph:ce in t=te eizht.9enth century. I was surpril,ed to !':tnd 
s -:>.::'3 o! t heir in us~ on Tancook . wbere I had e:x:pec-
tcd nothine but t he :tlm so-called Lu_-,..,onburg Dutch. Also there 
-was a distinct t t•ace or Iriah accent in certain f ami lies. There 
wa:s no oystery abo-.rt, it ww.Jn I lookl':ftl .,p the his tory or Tancook, 
Bl.or~d.ford an~ Ch~~tar . The an.'3W8r was right there . Thl.s bleed 
of accents and idio.--n ts one of' t be thir.gs th&t Qko the :people 
oi Tancc.-ck .1 uili.riue -»1?.cunity - ano 1 !I there anything wrong 
with b-e!!'\;! !!.."11.q-..1~? 

Not,.:t- with ree:ard to your wn.t 1.ng aobitions . There are correspon-
dcr.cs ".:'CU:soO;i--:. s b:,:t ~rt'Jry .... Ti.ting and tl1'3re a.re a.11 kinda or 
books on t he subject. It" you drop a line to The Book Roan, 
Ghronicl;;1 .;)uiJ.ding, HaillDx. they oa n t a-11 you about t be bo:>ks. 
I don ' t knc:M where tbe ~orr9'Jpondence-c0Ul·se people are - I 
just 1.'Tl.Oli they exist . I never saw a course or opened a book on 
writing rnysalf. I studied 'tlie work of writers I liked, asked 
ey:::iel!" what it 1,.,:;.3 t b2t I liked &~ their style and material 
- because obviously thl.a appealed to sor.et!Iing in "'Y"'•li". 
After that I began to 1'l'ite stories of' the people and scena I 
knew, at the &&~ t ime w-orki.nz out :i st7U, that came naturally 
to me. rt. t ook a lot or ti::oo end work and patience. I w.an•t 
afraid to use tho waste--b.sket -- and I •·•ill throw a lot ot 
WOI·k in i t lf I ' t.:1 r.ot satisfied. I ' ve never sent an editor any-
thing un1ea3 I kn'9W it. was the best I could cio. This is a bard 
-.-ay to g:E"t ~.lonz tiut i t gi.vea you a reputat1on with t.he editors 
f or gooi "t:.-orkm:ln:ship evon it t.hoy don' t 1.ik-3 the storioa :,ou 
ti.Tite . anJ t hey'111 read caref\11},y ever;rthl.ng you send them. 

:ditors don ' t l i ki! rea.din(! han::l-written ma.."1Uscri.pts . If' I were 
you I'd get a typewriter - you can get good (re-conditioried) 
machinea f rort2 S1mpson' 8 or F.aton's at a. reasonable price. Then 
just p1.ck away at it -..'i.t h. three or four f ingers . as I do. Use 
business p;,per (8 inches by 11½) one side onl3, double-sp&eed 
(not single s paced like thie) with marglns at J..e,iet an inch w1de. 

The best w::iy to lern to wrlte is to s tart writing and. keep on 
writing . 

Sl.Dcerely, ;b 


	MS-2-202_43_3_001
	MS-2-202_43_3_002
	MS-2-202_43_3_003
	MS-2-202_43_3_004

