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February 9, 1957

Deax « Lavy,

Tour letter was very interesting. I had not known
that anybody on Tancook resented my magazine article. I liked
them and T said so. T still look back on my visit there with
the greatest of pleasure. I mentioned their accent because I'm
interested in such things. Everybody speaks with some sort of
accent -~ T do myself -- and in lova Scotia it is often possible
to trace ancestry through the speech. Hers in Liverpool meny
peoyle arz descended from the New Ingland *Yankees" who settled
this place in the eighteenth century. I was surprised to find
somz of thelr expressions in use on Tancook, where I hed expec-
ted nothing but thé km so-called Lunenburg Dutch. Also there
was a distinet trece of Trish aceent in certain families. There
was no mystery aboui it when I looked up the history of Tancook,
Blardford and Chester. The answer was right there. This blend
of accents and idiom is one of the things that make the people
of Tanceck a unique comwuxity -- and is there anything wrong
with being wndgme?

Now with regard to your writing ambitions. There are correspon-
dence soursesiin short story writing and there are all kinds of
books on the subject. If you drop a line to The Book Room,
Chroniele Suilding, Halifax, they can t2ll you about the books.
T don't know where the correspondence-course people are -- I
Just Imow they exist. I never saw 2 course or opened a book on
writing myself. I studied the work of writers I liked, asked
ayself what it wes that T liked shovt their style and material
-~ because obviously this appealed to something in myself.
After that T began to write stories of the people and scemes I
knew, at the same time working out a style that came neturally
to me. Tt took 2 lot of time and work and patience. I wasn't
afraid to use the waste-basket -~ and I still throw & lot of
work in it If T'um not satisfied. I've never sent an editor any-
unless I knew il was the best I could do. This is a hard
way to get along tut it gives you a reputation with the editors
for good worikmanship even if they don't like the stories you
write, anl they'l) read carefully everything you send them.

Tditors don't like reading hend-written wamuscripts. If I were
you I'd get a typswriter - you can get good (re-conditioned)
machines from Simpson'y or Eaton's at a reasonable price. Then
Just pick away st it with three or four fingers, as I do. Use
business paper {8 inches by 11}) one side only, double-spaced
{not single spaced like this) with margins at least an inch wide.

The best wey to learn to write is to start writing and keep on
writing.
Sincerely,

/
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