K.C.S., Windsor, N.S.
28th May 1946

Dear Mr.Raddall:

Thanks for the letter. I certuialy
enjoyed that walk aad should be glad to repeat it here
or eksewhere. Please remember that if anything
takes you towards Woliville during the summer months,
we have usually a spare bedroom.

I enquired about tinat article for you.
Heleu Beals who teaches Art at Acadia, says that it
is not yet published. Thus far it has only been
giveu as illustrated lectures. However, the
maguseript has been accepted by tue Canadian Geograyhic
Magazine and may be out shortly. The author is
Walter Abell, formerly professor of Art at Acadia.
Miss Beals says also that there were some recent
articles on tne suvject which sne had collected for
her own use add promises to send me tihe references
when she has a cuance to look them up, bui as yet
she has not done so. She is a very reliable person.

I hope inspiration flows freely. Best
wishes for the success of the new novel.

Yours sincercly,

vg‘w Wiz




>
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K.C.S., Windsor, N. S.
23rd June 1946

“Dear Mr.Raddall:

Miss Beals has seut aiong tne refercuces
to cervain articles on Nova Scotian architecture wuich might
be of interest. The Rounald Peck referred to has been
doing some instruocting at Acadia duriug tue past season.
His home is in Woliville, but he is a bit oI a wanderer
and not easy to lay hanas on. If you should have wmay
difficulty in laying hauds upon "Maritime Art" also, we
have, I think, a complete set and could send these numbers
along.

Sehool is very nearly over now. I have a ifew
tedious days oi invigilation before me, and thea home fovr
the summer. The only item of historical unews is probably
not at all new to you. My boy was botauiziang at Avoaport
with Gordon Haliburtou wio snowed him the "Freuch ruins"”,
a few cellars. He said that they haa fouud "Mexicau"

coins in tne field uearby. I suppose these would be
Spanish silver reales, pesetas and piéces oi eigut, but
it surprises me tuat there snoula ounly be tnese and not
Eaglisn money as well. If I remember eorrectly, this area
was settled only after 17uv0 . I Jamaica I saw a good
many Spauish medios, mostly ot Carios III, but thore were
quite as mauny coians of George III stiLll to be seea.
Also it seems odd that the Aecadiaas siould have had enough
moiniey for any to have beeu scatiered about, but this would
probably be hoards scattered in the buriuing oi the houses.

Best wishes.

J. S. Ersxine



Wolfville, N.S.
Dr. T.H.Raddall, 2nd June 1957
Liverpool, N.S.

Dear Dr.Raddall:

I was thinking of dismembbring one of the
South Shore shell-mounds in the hope that recent developments,
such as carbon-dating, might give us rather more exact
knowledge of the time when the Micmacs replaced the
Red Paint people. Mr.Donly at Mill Village said that
he knew several shell-heaps but that he thought that
I should do well to write to you to find out which had
already been worked over. I have not been able to hear
that anyone has brought together the knowledge concerning
Indian remains. At King's College School many years ago
you mentioned to me an excavation which should Red Paint
tools, and I understood that these had all gone to the
United States. The excavation of Red Paint mounds at
Chezzetcook mentioned by Willoughby in his "New England
Archaeology" is probably the same cited by the author of
the "Micmacs of Eastern Canada". However, almost everyone
I speak to, tells me about some well-known camp-site which
I have never heard of. I should like to get some of this
material into available form and adequate collections and
types of implement into the N.S.Museum, Anything that
you can tell me about this matter I should welcome most
gratefully.

Yours sincerely,

I~ \éé/wﬂ&k&

! /e

At/

J. S. Erskine

w




Wolfville, N.3.
11th June 1957

Dear Dr.Raddall:

It was very kind of you to let me see
your notes on the Port Joli shell-mounds. I have
typed a copy for my further information and am returning
it to you herewith,

My objective at the moment is a survey of
the Indian remains of the province - simply she pawing-
over of as much varied material as possible in order to
try to see whether any classification emerges. The
Science Museum in Halifax finances me, essentially as a
botanist, and lets me wander into odd byways which are
rarely profitable to the museum's exhibits. So "rich"
diggings are less important than indicative ones, and
a bagful of datable charcoal would be worth more than
a perfect tomahawk. The chances are a hundred to one
that I shall turn up with nothing but the general
picture that Willoughby and others have already made in
New England archaeology. When I abandoned my earlier
career as a rolling stone and took up moss-gathering in
Nova Scotia, I added some elght percent to the number
of moss-snecies known in the province, but I have
probably disturbed geological theory and have made
our botany seem only rather more commpnplace. One
never knows,

Wherever I go I seem to come across your
footprints, whether on Sable Island or at the house of
Dewey Nickerson on Seal Island. (He 1is never tired of
talking of your visit and was hoping you would be back
some year at the lobster fishing.)

Thank you again for the information.

Yours sincerely,
; )dgﬁwj&q«Q

J. 5. Erskine




July 26th, 1957

Dear I'r. Trskine,

The people who study (and worry aboutl)
the water level in the storage dam below Indian Gardems
tell me that the water is dropping 1/ 10 foot per day. and
thet it will cdfime to drop all through the momth of
Avgust, or no rain. Zven a heavy avd long chbmbirued
rain would merely f£ill up the bock lokes and the extensive
swamps above Rossignol, which are like dry sponges at the
present ‘time, Ey the third week in August, possibly
sconer, parts of the small hillocks on the old Indian
Gardens site will begin to appear for the first tige in
wany years. Since the demf was built in 1929 I can ren—
enber only three very dry suwmers in which these mounds
reappeared, and each time we found a Jot of Indian moter-
iale

Therefore I suggest that you put off your visit to Indian
Cardens a5 long as possible. The Mersey Peper Company will
not be using their camp building there any time this sum-
mer, so far as they ¥mow now, and you are welcome to use
it. Vhenever you decide to come, get in touch with me,

op if I'nm not in towm, with J, Roy Gordon, of Milton,
phone Clmiood #3956, Gordon is the lersey PFaper man in
charge of river operatioms, and will let yon heve the keve
He is ane of my 0ld relic-iunting companions, knows the
whole area perfectly, and will be happy to give you any
assistance be cane.

Sincerely,




Wolfville, N.S.
29th July 1957

Dear Dr.Raddall:

Thank you very much for the information
and advice about visiting Indian Gardens as late as
vossible in August. That should fit in admirably with
my other possibilities.

4 I have at last finished ridding my garden of its
jungle of weeds, and we are able to see what the pheasants
and the neighbour's cows have left of it. So this morning
I got back to work and followed up the Gaspereau Lake
gossip, Washout. I was able to spot camp-sites and even
Poretell just where the fire would have been lighted from
the analogy of the Port Joli sites, but they were clearly
basket-maker's camps, though one had a few flakes of

quartz and slate which might not be accidental. There

was also a six-inch nail which was quite datable.

I have been rereading Lescarbot with the result
that I am half-converted to your view of the Port Joli sites.
Lesearbot's Souriquois live in "towns" with palisades,
eat no mussels (=clams), make no pots, and depend upon
the French for their iron arrowheads. But I am inclined to
believe that this represents the third phase in the
historical development of the culture, that of Specialization,
which was precipitated, from New York to the St,Lawrence,
by the shift of the fur-trade to the coast and river area.
This might be expected to bring about religious changes
encouraging war and consequent shifts of custom, War drove
the Iroquois from the St.Lawrence Valley, and war and the
Pur-trade were responsible for most of the other changes
in custom to be found in Lescarbot. War would have
resulted in a greater influx of prisoners with consequent
enrichment of culture; it would have led to greater travel
and less dependence upoh local resources. One could find
parallels in the development of the German tribes. But,
of course, this is a theory to be proved or disproved.
However, I incline to think that the burials may be both
older and newer than the secret cremation or exposing places,
which may represent part of the fear and suspicion that goes
with war,

Tomorrow I am going to try to find an "Indian
Orchard" on the Gaspereau which may be a portage camp.
If that fails, I depart for Annapolis.

Yours sincerely,

T

J. S. Erskine




Wolfville, N.S.

24th August 1957

Dear Dr.Raddall:

On Wednesday last I called at your house
to thank you for the help which you have given to my
archaeological summer. Unhappily for me,you were out,
so now I want to thank you again. Without the
information with which you started me on my way and the
assistance over the Indian Gardens, I should have
accomplished very much less than the little I have done.

I promised to let you know the results. This
summer all my three boys have been away, so I have saved
repetition by typing out a Micmac News-Letter for them
all to keep them up to date. I have added a copy onzthe
Indian Gardens foray to let you know the results. They
are surprising if not wholly convineing. Unhappily
the salmon and eel-fishing sites were all eroded away or
submerged, and I still lack any sites that show French
influence. However, I was not hoping to solve all Nova
Scotia's archaeological puzzles in two months.

School begins in another week, and meanwhile I
am hoping to see Crowdis and to make plans for a flimsy
Nova Scotian Archaeological Society. The aim of this
would merely be to get into the hands of those interested
a record of what is known about Indian remains, so that
it all may be available for those who come after. Thus,
I shall try to circulate a mimeographed report of my
summer's doings to all whom I know to be interested, and
to ask them to send in the names of others who might have
something to contribute to our knowledge. For example,
the Kelsalls have magnificent material on the petroglyphs,
and these, being line-drawings, could be recorded easily
by mimeograph. Otherwise this material, and only part
of it, is recorded only in the tomb of the Smithsonian
reports of 1888-9. Again, there are important areas
in which there must be some enthusiasts of whom one has
never heard and much hearsay knowledge to be gathered
before it is lost. Then, during the winter evenings,

I have also to sort and clean and weigh and number and
record all my takings while my memory is still fairly clear,

Yours sincerely,

J. S. Erskine




Micmac News III

The third foray of the summer was aimed primarily
at the great site of Indian Gardens on the lMersey River.
However, a detour was first made to try to determine the
age of the site at Bear River. The hotel, v ich owned
the land, turned out to be closed and the owner not availakle,
but a small dig was done without permission. The whole
site turned out to be a series of terraces which had grown
outward at each other's expense as the overflow of clamshells
continued. The dating of the site is largely negative.
Arrowheads were being made, for some were found. The
provortion of chips:shell was low which may mean the
frequent absence of the menfolk and a dependence of the
families upon shellfish and fish from the weitbs. The
presence of bones of moose, wildecat, birds and fish
tell nothing about the age, for such bones seem to be
well-preserved in the comparative dryness of shell-heaps
and to perish rapidly in wet soil. No foreign material
was found except on the surface of the sites where picnickers
and campers had left the usual assortment of nails, cans
and discarded clothing. It seems likely that such sites
antedate the period of war and degeneration which accompanied
the French trading along the shore after 1500, if the
descriptions of Nicholas Denys are to be trusted as having
applied generally.

The next step carried me to the Indian Gardens
where, thanks to Dr.Raddall and lMr., Roy Gordon, I had
permission to use the bunkhouse as a base for exploration.
The Mersey River had been one of the greatest salmon rivers
of Nova Scotia, and during the season of the salmon run
and the autumn descent of the geels, comparatively large
numbers of Indiansg gathered into a few small areas. VWhen
the present power development built the upper dam, the
rising waters eroded more and more campsites, year after
year, and exposed thousands of artifacts to be collected
as souvenirs., The greatest collections, those of
Raddall, Gordon and the late Brenton Smith, are still
almost intact, but the others have been scattered and are
now valueless from the archaeological point of view.
Furthermore, as these arrowheads, knives, axes and gouges
are of all periods from pre-Micmac until the last century,
and as they probably include numbers of weapons taken
in war during the period when the Micmacs were practically
mercenary soldiers of the French, if we had all the artifacts
gathered together in ome collection, we should probably be
no farther forward in our study of Micmac pre-history.

My aim, then, was to find uneroded sites in which even a
few artifacts might be found in a recognizable context.

For my first day I had no success. The few
fragments of arrowheads on the beach told one notaing,
except that their context had gone. The long trails of 4
quartz chips seemed to belong to individual houses of which
no other trace remained. I tried inside the wood wherever
channels suggested winter-flowing brooks, but here the

‘possible sites were meny and the only ones that had been

used were recent. So I tried placer techniques, looked for
fans of quartz spreading from uneroded ground and then
searched for the probable apex of the fan, This yielded
two partial sites.
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One site, on the western shore, on the northern
side of a winter-brook a few yards to the north of the
old caretaker's house-site, had been eroded until only
about one square yard an inch deep of ash and chips was
to be found under a foot of overlying gravel. However,
some seven yards to the north of this was a boulder,
Pifteen feet long and eight feet high, rising perpemdicularly
on its southern face. This was an obvious site for a
lean-to or kettle-hearth, and under an overburden of from
nine to fifteen inches of sand and stones there lay up
to sixteen inches of ash protected by a complex of lesser
boulders which enclosed two natural hearths. The whole had
been protected from the erosion of winter waves and drift-
ice by the boulder, and what remained was a shallow triangle
five yards wide by one and one-quarter deep at the centre.
Two whole arrowheads and three broken ones were found,
two of which last may fit together, and there were
many Ffragments of pottery, some decorated with curved
zigzags and others with rectangular indentations.
Bones were reduced to small chakky nodules, except for
one or two fragments which were in contact with the boulder.
The best arrowhead was of jasper with corner-notches to
form barbs end tang. A larger one was swallowtailed,
i.e. without haft for attachment, and was of argillite.
The others were white quartz. The site was probably a
winter one, since it was set back nearly one hundred yards
from the former edge of the river, but it is possible that
it was used also for the salmon season., The lack of
bones reduces the chance of guessing at this. The
proportion of chips, quartz:North-Mountain stones, was
nearly as high as on the South Shore. There was nothing
in the culture that was not matched exactly in that area
except a potsherd with a hole drilled for suspension.
Pots varied from very thiek to rather thin, and had the
slightly everted 1lip common in northern Algonkian pots.
There was no intrusive material to suggest Buropean contacts
or even contacts with other tribes from which one would
hazard a date before 1500 A.D.

The same technique turned up another site on
a flat kmoll flooded only at extreme high water. This
was to the south of the winter-flowing brook at the north side
of Telfer's Field, some two hundred yards south of the old
Indian Gardens. The whole knoll showed a thin occupation
layer, small hearths and many quartz-chips and potsherds.
By a central boulder, however, there was a hearth with
ash about six inches deep, except on the west side where
the waves had eroded it entirely. The site yielded
gquartz chips and much jasper from the bottom to the very
tov. There were a few arrowheads of typical and good
workmanship, and these seemed to be at all layers. Micmac
pottery came only from the lower layers. A pierced slate
sinew-smoother and a bone skin-scraper were unusual. Bones
were either reduced to chalky nodules or very fresh, and
some moose-teeth by the central boulder were still white.
There was also a factory-made clay pipe, reduced to fragments;
five wrought-iron nails, of v ich one was twisted like a
fish-hook, and two were from the lower half of the
occupation layer; fragments of a yellow and white cup,
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filled with ash and incorporated in the upper part of the
occupation layer, a green and white plate, and a brown emd
white bowl; and a Nova Scotian halfpenny token pierced

in the upper section either as a medalllion or as a
fishing spinner (or perhaps both), and bearing the date
1832. It showed no signs of wear.

The nicture given by this site is somewhat
confused. The first European house in the neighbourhood
was that of the caretaker of the dam and probably -
miscellaneous lumber-camps of which we lmow nothing.

These last may go back to the middle of the nineteenth
century, the first to about 1898. The cart-track from
Telfer's house to the shore passed about twenty yards from
this site, but Telfer's was built in the present century.
There is no question of the European element having
contaminated this site from outside. g

On the other hand, we do have to consider
seriously the possibility of there having been sxtmsxaf
two camps of different periods on the same site. n
examination of a section of the thickest occupation layer
suggested three wavy horijpontal lines of lighter colour,
but these were too faint to follow. A great deal of
slate and gravel was mixed with the ash, and this suggested

that beach gravel had been spread over 'the floor at different
times. But this belonged to the upver three—quarters

in which the European articles were found. It remains
possible. that the Micmac pottery, which was all near the
bottom, belonged to the undatable, earlier diffuse
camp-site, whereas the Buropean elements, the fresher bones,
and the bulk of the chivpings belonged to the nineteenth
century site which may well have been pinned down by being
a permenent "huddle-camp" and not a portable wigwam, hat
is most interesting is to find that flint-chipping
continued until she nineteenth century and used the same

‘_teehniques as in earlier periods. Qf course, there remains
the i it misinterpretation, but the fact tha

the older Micmacs of the present day still know how to make
bows and of what woods for preference, suggests that the
whole culture-complex of bowc and arrows is not far behind
them. “The proportion of jasper in the chippings was
distincetly higher than in the other site and suggested a
femily from the Fundy Shore.

Pick-ups from the shore included some broken
gquartz points, an unfinished jasper point, and a long-oval
chalcedony knife or spearhead of the two-ended kind which
seem designed to split a spear-handle or to pierce the
hand of the wielder. I\r Harold Whitmen repo d hﬂlng
found two groo hammé above the old Indian d
e lower river yielaed. no implements and no data’ble
sites. A visit with Mr, J.F.Donly to Timber Island Brook
drew blank, for the hlll where tradition places a cemetery
(said to have been dug up), showed some sunken places ih
which there had been fires. One of these held more than
six inches of ash and contained one quartz chip aud a
fragment of clam-shell. It was not more than twenty-four
inches by eighteen. Another was smaller. It seems
likely that these have been casual hunters' camps, not graves,




Jamuary 23, 1961

Dear Mr. Crskine,

:"mank.:fnrsmdingmnwpyotﬂn
of the Hova Scotian Institute of Science, cone
owi paper cw shell heape of south-western Howva
e rot.ﬁ 4t with deep interest.

investisetions of Smith
ose o. curious arateumrs,
ing of four or five heaps &t Port Joli
the rest wntouched. (We found
hers invarisbly followed close
recklessly in the exposed heaps
t wo were seelk “treasure" of some

There is an irplication in your paper ('m'e 348) that Indian
Cardens wos chiefly a salron £ 4shing site. With all deference
to bellieve, iftmtms*m intention.
salmon run { 2pril to fugust) the best fishing site
at the "occ of the "i1ton rapids, which was
¢ ad of tide name Salwon Tsland there is
s';gxsifi«:a.m e imow f‘rm "31:'.- tradition that their people
camped in "U'Le'-u. during the salmon rum, about the seell
cove opposite this island. Tn their diminished mumbers they

eontinued to da this as-late &s the 1830's; and the favorite
nethod was spearing from canoes at nighd, using bircheberk
torches for lures, and preferably when an incoming tide
brought a run of salmon to the foot of the rapids.

I find this hard

In sutuzm, when the Fall rains begen (usually in October)
there wes a great migration of odls towards the son; and at
this time mumbsrs of Indians cesped at the foot of Falls,
where they set up weirs of brushwood, Their name t‘m‘ this
PVes-pes-cugnook, meane The Big Fish Welr Flace. In
ng the hyfro-electric development at Big Falls im 1929,

rive‘r bod. This revealed the foundation stones of several of
the ancient weirs, piled in the characteristic V formationm,
in which the Indians nad forperly wedged their brushwood.

T coeld never find any such traces in the rapids (Lake Falls)
which flowed past Indian Uardems, presumbly because the rush |
of water there made brushwood welrs impracticsl. Indeed there
were 1o signs of Indian welrs above Dig Falls until one cawe
to the stresm between Fejimkujik Lake and Rossignol, a long
way above Indien Cardens.

7flK

e



Wolfville, N.S.
24th January 1961

Dear Dr. Raddall:
Thank you for your letter of yesterday.

I think that the treasure-hunting mania has diminished
among the fishermen. Children still play jackal to one's digging,
but grown-ups cannot even be paid to go near the sites. I have
never seen evidence that anyone had followed me, and I have
returned to most of my old digs. The theory of treasure remains,
but it is now reduced to talk.

I must admit that the direct evidence is all on your
side with regard to Indian Gardens and the Mersey generally. Noel
Dexter tells me that chips are thick on Salmon Island still, and I
must try out the area next summer. Reluctantly, I must admit,
for fishing sites make difficult and uninteresting digging compared
to shell-heaps. As I have read about northern Indians generally,
there were two favourite spots for spearing salmon, below the rapid
where the salmon gathered before the climb, and in pools above
the rapids where they rested after it. I have found few salmon
sites - Lequille and Sherbrooke - and both were at or near the
bottom of the rapiéds. Were weirs essential in salmon-fishing?
I doubt it.

But on the negative side, if the camps at Indian Gardens
were not for fishing, what were they? The two fragments that I
dug were almost certainly hunting camps of winter, but they were
set much farther back from the water thant he others. The
amount of game necessary to maintain so large a village as the
chips suggest would be quite beyond the possibilities of the
neighbourhood. Almost certainly they preserved some of their
summer's catch in the latest (IG) period, though the evidence
is all from Scotch Point (PJ3). Later they had agriculture,
but we have no evidence of this before the mission period. I
cannot see any source of food sufficient for such a group except
a run of fish, It is a great pity that we have not a documented
record of Indian Gardens points and exactly where they were found.
I have seen nothing from the beach that looked older thenPJ which
is really indistinguishgble in points from IG. In your collection
there are some Boreal Archaic pieces, but these may have come from
lower down where we know that the Boreal Archaics camped.

I am painfully aware that most of my conclusions are based
on too few facts, and I hope that in time to come we may be able to
clear up some of the confusions. We shall have to act quickly if
we are going to. Last summer I tried out the techmique of finding
sites by searching the museum records to learn where pieces had
come from, In only one case did I find a site by this method.

A1l the rest had been destroyed in the last eighty years. There

are considerable private collections in the province. As the
owners die, these will become scattered and archaeologically useless.
It would cost something to record all this, but it ought to be done.

Yours sincerely,

d\fdMé;{




Jancary 28, 1961

« Sreldine,

¥y memtion of weirs on the Versey wes merely to
inds of fishing camps kunown to have existed ==
ham,-xt :almxls}ande&uringthemutha

point out the
the salmon £

best resocurce w the hante

arrow range dsxein‘. the rutting
d doun to modern tines

not on the coaste

Garu& bebm a.-out Zenpton lale and Vst Brock, lay the
ong ..ar..n of suwaups, sEddmaidary culinineting in the huge Dunreven
Bcg.ubi.chwereafamxsraadin ground for herds of earibou.
(lom Dunreven and his compenicus, i the 1870's, slamghtered
- the last of these Dine herds on the bog which still bears bis name.)

¥hen epring opened the river and brought back the a2lewives, the
5 and wildfowl, there was every rezscn to depart for the
coast. And there, if the man felt lazy, the squew could always
dig up @ meal frow the nearest clam flat. Also there was the
matter of sanitation. The exereta dropped by large nusbers of
pecple, over & period of seversl months, must heve mede the
Indian Cardens caup e very nolsome place whon the snow melted,

This ghbtling bebit of the Indisns persisted until modern times.
Thus the iamcmutm*&lsml(justnbaw‘mtm)um
to leave thelr shacks and wander in families along the coest
between Iunevburg and Shelburne, z and sedling baskets,
bows for fobster traps, ete., and for trout, salmon and
alewives -~ locally known &s “kiacks". Onme of uy informants,
Sam Glode of Two !ile Hill, could remember is family dofng this
as late as the 1890's.

Sincerely,
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