
Dear Mr.Raddall: 

K.c.s., Windsor, N.S. 
28th M .. y 1946 

Th,mks for the letter. I cert .. 1nly 
enjoyed that walk ana. snould be glad t o rep aMt it hare 
or e&sewhere. Please remewber that if anything 
ta~es you towards WolfTille during the summer months, 
we have usually a spare bedroom. 

I enquired about that ... rtiole for you. 
Helen Beals who teaones Art at Acadia, says that it 
is not yet published. Thus far it has only been 
g1Teu as illustrated lecturea. HoweTer, the 
manusor1pt has been acoepted by tlu; Canadian Geographic 
Magazine a.ad may be out shortly. Tha author is 
Walter Abell, formerly ~rofessor of Art •t Aoadib. 
Miss Beals says also tnat there were some recent 
articles on the suuJ eot which she had collected for 
h~r own use add promise& to send me the references 
whea she has a chance ~v look them u~, bu, as yet 
sh~ has not done so. She is a very reiiable ~oraon. 

I hope inspiration flows freely. Best 
wishes for -ch t;i success of i;he new nove.l. 

Yours sincere ly, 

J Ji;~c--z 



Dear Mr.RaddaJ.l: 

K.c.s., Windsor, N. s. 
23rd June 1~46 

Misa Bealo has sent: alo11& the 1-eferauces 
to oertain artiolt:ts on .Nova. Scotian architecture wldoh mi~t 
be of interest. The Ronald Peak referred to has been 
doing some instructing at Aoadia. d. .. riug t,1e ,11ast t:16111.Son. 
His home is in Wolf ville, b~t he is a bit of a wanderer 
and not eas,r to lu,- ha11 Cl.s on. I f you should. have tulY 
difficulty in Laying hands upoL "Maritiwe Art" also, we 
have, I tnink., a oom,vlete set tuid oould send theae numbers 
along. 

Scnool is ver.v nearly over now. I hti.Ve a. f ew 
tedious days oi invigilation before mo, and then home fo r 
the summer. The only item of historical news is ..,.robabJ..y 
tlOt at all new to you. My boy was bota..uizing at Avonport 
with Gordon Haliburton wl .i.o showed him the "Fren oh ruins", 
a few cell~rs; He said tha.t t ney had fowid "Mexica.u" 

coins in ~ne field nearby. I su99ose these wciu14 be 
S,Panish silve1· reH-les, .ilesetas and y18ce.s oi' eight, but 
it sur~rises me t hat there should only be tn6se anu not 
Englits11 money as well. If I remember oorreotly, this aretL 
was settled only after 17u0. hJamaioa I ~aw a good 
ma.n_y S~anish medics, mostly or Car~oo III, but tnore were 
quite as mtt.lly oo14s o~ George III st1Ll to be seen. 
Also it seems odd that the Acadia.us shoulJ have h~d enough 
money for e,ny to have b-een scattered about, but this would 
probably be ho11,rda· scattered ill the bu..rnin!S· of the houses. 

Best wishes. 

J. s. Ersdao 



Dr, T,H,Radclall, 
Liverpool, N. S . 

Dear Dr. Raddall: 

Wol:f'ville, N. S. 
2nd June 1957 

I wa s think ing of dismembBring one of the 
South Shore shell-mounds in the hope that recent development s, 
such as carbon-da ting , mi ght give us rather more exact 
knowledge of the time wh en the Micmacs replaced the 
Red Pa int people, Mr. Donly at Mill Vi l lag e said t hat 
he knew several shell-heaps but t hat he thought that 
I should do well t o write to you to find out which had 
already been work ed over. I have not been able to hear 
that anyone has brought together the knowledge concerning 
Indian remain s . At Kingts College School many years ago 
you mentioned to me an excavation which s hould Red Paint 
tools, and I understood that these had all gone to the 
United States. The excavation of Red Paint mounds at 
Chezzetcook mentioned by Willoughby in his "New England 
Archaeology" is probably t h e same cited by the author of 
the "Mi emacs of Eastern Canada". However, almost everyone 
I speak to, tells me about some well-known oamp-site which 
I have n ever heard of. I should like t o get some of thi s 
material into available form and adequ a te collections and 
types of implement into the N. S. Museu m. Anything that 
you oan tell me about t h is matter I should welcome most 
grate f ully. 

Yours since r e l y, 

J. S , Ersk i n e 



Dear Dr . Raddall : 

Wolfville, N. S. 
11th June 19 57 

It was very kind of you to let me see 
your notes on the Port Joli shell-mounds. I hav-e 
typed a copy for my further information and am returning 
it to you herewith . 

My objective a t t he moment is a survey of 
the Ind.ian rem fl. inf:l of the province - simply &he pawing-
over of as much varied material as possible in order to 
try to see whether any classification emer ges. The 
Sc ience Museu m in Halifax finances me, essentially as a 
botanist, and lets me wander into odd byways which are 
rarely -profi table to the museum 's exhibits . So 11 rich 11 

diggings are less impo r tant t han indica tive ones, and 
a bagful of datable charcoa l would be worth more t han 
a perfect tomahawk. The c hances are a hundred to one 
that I shall turn up wi th nothing but the g eneral 
1>icture that Willoughby and others have already made i n 
New Engl an d archaeology. When I abandoned my earlier 
career as a rolling stone and took up moss-gat heri ng i n 
Nova Scotia, I add ed somP. eight percent to t he n umber 
of moss-species known in the province, but I have 
probabl y disturbed geological theory and have mad e 
ou r botany seem only rathe r more commpnplace. One 
never knows. 

Wherever I go I seem to come across your 
footprints, whether on Sable Island or at the house of 
Dewey Nickerson on Seal Island. (He 1s never t i red of 
talking of your vi sit and was hoping you would be back 
some year at the lobster fishing.) 

Thank you again for the inform ation. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. s. Erskine 



Jul,, 26t h, 1957 

':he peoplo Aho study (anj WOl"l.7 llbo.tt ! ) 
"t.be ...ater le-,--e]. in the storP{,.re dam below Inttian Gul"flens 
toll mo that the v.1tcr is d~?5-•1C" 1/ JC f'cot per da.y~ arid 
that it ,ill c<fumo to drop all throcgh tbc n=h or 
August . rain or no min. Even a hea.V7 arii long cilnti ruOO 
roln WO'-ud aierely fill up tho b= ck lD.koo and the extenoiva 
SW3rnp& abcve fiosGi.znol, v:hic!l are like dr-; :,;;,cngc::; nt tho 
IJI"eGent tir:c . ';.,y t :1e thil"'d uook in A~. possibly 
sooner , p,3rt::; o: t,he s::all hillochs on the old Ind.1.an 
--"cdcr,$ .;:tc will begin to op_;;cor ior the N.rst tiro in 
r-...a:riy yooro. ~ince the .., 1.:as built ln 1929 I N1 ... ,'--rcn-
0;., bor only three vcr-y dr.i in Lni.ch these COllDds 
rec.ppearcd. an! cc~ ti=.e we found. a lot or I ndi.1n ooter-
lAl . 

'l'heraforo :!: cruggect tlla1.. 'YfiU 1 \ll. orr your vi~it to Xniian 
Cardens an lon7 as r..o;;:tlble . The ,·er9ey Po!,JeT Carpat!'.f will 
not oo usin:; their cru:p wi.ld.ing t hm."8 ru,y tir.e this S".i:n--
r:er , so rdr 33 they -know now,. ar..d you aro uelcor,e to nse 
it. .. 1:henovcr you decid(l to ccr.c, cm. in touch with roo, 
O'i' i!' I •z: not in to,m ,. vlth J . Ro-J Vordon , of "il ton, 
phOC& Llr.a,;ood 4-39!)6 . Ga.-d.<»' j_9 t.ho r erse'/ r"'apol' mn in 
c~r.o or rlver opoi•a.tio .. 1a, a,-,J will let yr1 • !Jave ti.Jc kev . 
I :a io 010 or my oJ.c; rc.rl.c-!nmt1n£ ccqxmic.r.s. }~ tho 
;mole • pe~fcctJ.;;,. and 11ill be he.p;y tc, give you e.rry 
a53is.:.ance he c:l?l . 

Sincerely. 



Dear Dr. Raddall: 

Vlolfville, N. S. 
29th July 19 57 : 

Thank you very much for the information 
and advice about visiting Indian Gar dens as l at e as 
~oss i ble in August . That shou l d fit in admirably with 
my other possibilities . 

I have at l a st fin i shed ridding my garden of it s 
jungle of we eds, and we are able to see what the pheasants 
and the neighbour I s cows have left of 1 t. So this morning 
I got baok to work and followed up t h e Gaspe reau Lake 
gossip., Washout. I was able to spot oamp-sites and even 
fo retell j u s t where the fir e wou ld have been lighted from 
the an alogy of the Port Joli sites, but they were clearly 
basket-maker's camps, though one had a few flakes of 
quartz and slate wh i ch might not be accidental. There 
was a l so a six"".'inch nai l which was qu i t e datable. 

I have been rereading Lescarbot with the result 
that I am half-converted to your view of the Port Joli sites. 
Lescarbot' s Souri quoi s live i n "towns 11 with pali sades, 
eat no muss els (:clams}, make no pots , and depend upon 
the French for thP-ir iron a rrowheads. But I am inclined to 
bel ieve that this represents the t hird phase in t he 
h i s tori cal development of t he culture. that of Spec i alizat iol}, 
which was precipitated , f r om New York to t he St . Lawrence , 
by the shift of the f ur - trade to the coast and river area. 
Thi s mi ght b e expected to bring about relig iou s chm ;,ges 
encouraging war and consequent shifts of custom. War d rove 
the Iroquois from the St . Lawrence Valley , and war and the 
fur- trade were re sponsib l e for most of the other changes 
i n custom to be f ound in Lescarbot . War woul d have 
resulted i n a gr eater influx of pri sone rs with consequ ent 
enri chment of culture; it would have led to greater travel 
and less dependence upoh local resources. One could find 
parallel s in t he development of the German tribes . But , 
of cours e , thi s is a t heory t o be pro ved or disp roved . 
How ever , I incline to th i nk that the burials may be both 
ol der and newer t han t h e secret cremation or exposing places , 
wh i ch may represen t part of the fear and suspicion t hat go es 
wi t h war. 

Tomorrow I am go ing t o t r y to fi nd an 11 I ndian 
Orchard '' on the Gasperea u wh i ch may be a -por tage camp . 
If t hat fails, I d epart for Annapolis . 

J. S. Ersk i ne 



Dear Dr . Raddall: 

Wolfville, N. S. 

24th August 1957 

On Wednesday last I called at yo ur house 
to t hank you for the hel p which you have given to my 
archaeological summe r . Unhappily for me ,you were out , 
so now I want to thank you again. Wi thout the 
informat ion with wh i ch you started me on my way and the 
assistance over the Indian Gardens , I should have 
accomplished very maoh less t han the 11 ttle I have done . 

I promised to let you know the results. This 
summer all my three boys have been away , so I have saved 
repe tition by typing oat a Micmac News-Letter for them 
all to k eep t hem up to date . I have added a copy onithe 
Indian Gardens foray to let you know t h e results. They 
are su rprising if not who l ly convincing. Unhappily 
the salmon and eel - fishing sites were all eroded away or 
submerged , an<l I still l a ck any sites that s how French 
influence. However, I was no t hoping to solve all Nova 
Scotia 's archaeological puzzl es in two months . 

School begins in another week , and meanwhile I 
am hoping to see Crowdis and to make pl ans for a fli msy 
Nova Scotian Archaeological Society. 'rhe aim of this 
wou l d merely be to get into the hands of those interested 
a record of what is knovm about Indian remains , so that 
it al l may be available for those who come after. Thus , 
I shal l t ry to circulate a mimeographed report of my 
summer's doings to all whom I know to be interested , and 
to ask them to send in t he names of others who might have 
something t o cont ribute to our knowledge . For example, 
t h e Kelsalls have magnificent mate rial on t he petroglyphs, 
and these , be i ne line- drawings, could be recorded eas ily 
by mimeogra~h. Othe rw ise t his material, and only part 
of it , is recorQed only in the tomb of the Smithsoni an 
reports of 1888 - 9. Again, there are i mportant areas 
in which t here mus t b e some enthusiasts of whom one has 
never heard ann much hearsay knowledge to be gathered 
before i t i s lo st . Then , during t he winter evenings, 
I have also to sort ann clean and weigh and numb er and 
record all my takings while my memory i s still f airly clear. 

Yours sincerely 1 

(~4~ 
J . S. Er ski n e 



Micmac News III 

The third foray of t he summer was aimed primarily 
at the great site of Indian Gardens on the Mersey River . 
However , a deto·ur was first made to try to determine t h e 
age of the site at Bear River. The hotel, WI. ich owned 
the l and , turned out t o be closed and t he owner not ava ila~le , 
but a small di g was done without permi ssion . The whole 
si t e turned out to be a series of terraces Wl ich had grown 
outward a t each other' s expense as t he overflow of clamshells 
continued . The dating of t he site i s largely n egative . 
Arrowheads were being made , for some were found. The 
proport ion of chi ps:shell was low whi ch may mean the 
f requen t absence of t he menfolk and a dependence of t he 
f amilies upon shellfish and fish fro m the weits. The 
p r es ence of bones of moose, wildcat , birds and fish 
tell nothing about t he age , for s uch _bones seem to be 
well- preserved i n the comparative dryne s s of shell-heaps 
and to p erish r apidly in wet s oil. No fore i gn material 
was f ound except on the surface of t h e sites where picn icker s 
and camper s ha d left t he usual asso rtmen t of nails, cans 
and discarded cl othi ng . It seems likel y t hat such si tes 
antedate t he pe riod of war and degeneration which accompani ed 
the French t r ading along t h e shore after 1500 , if the 
descript i ons of Nicholas Denys are to be t r ust ed a s having 
applied gene r ally . 

The next step carried me t o the I nd i an Garden s 
whe r e , t hanlcs to Dr . Raddall and Mr. RD y Go r don, I had 
permission to use the bunkhouse as a base for exploration. 
The Mersey River ha d been one of t he greatest salmon rivers 
of Nova Scotia , and during the season of the salmon run 
and the autumn descent of the eeels , compa r at i v ely large 
numbers of I ndians gat hered i n to a f ew small a r eas . When 
t h e present power devel opment built t he upper dam , the 
rising wat ers eroded more and more campsi tes , year after 
year, and exposed t ho u.sands of artifact s to be collect ed 
as souveni r s . The great est coll eot ions , t hose o f 
Raddall , Gordon and t h e l a t e Brenton 3ni th , are still 
al most i ntact, but t h e ot hers have been scatt e r ed and ar e 
now val uel ess f'r om the a r chaeological point of view. 
Furthermore , a s t hese arrowheads , knives , axes and gouges 
are of al-1 periods f r om pre-Mi cmac ·until the l ast century, 
and as they probabl y i nclude number s of' weapons t aken 
i n war during the period when t h e Mi omacs were practically 
mercenary sol di ers of the French , if we had all the ar tifa ct s 
gathered t ogeth er in one collection , we shoul d probably be 
no farther for-11a r d in our s t udy of Mi cmac pr e- history. 
My aim , t hen , was to f'ind uner oded sites in •:.rhich even a 
few ar t i facts mi ght be found in a recognizable contex t . 

For my first day I h ad no s uccess . The few 
f'ragments of arrowheads on the bea ch told on e nothing , 
exc ept tha t their context had gone . The long t r ails of 
qua,rt z chi ps seemed to belong to individual houses of v.h i ch 
n o other t r ace remained. I tried i nside t he wood wherever 
channel s suggested winter- flowing brooks , but here the 

·:po.S.sibl e sites were many and the only ones t hat had been 
used were r ecen t . So I t r ied placer t echniques , looked for 
f'ans of quartz spreading fro m uneroded ground and t hen 
searched for t he probabl e apex of the fan . This yielded 
t wo partial sites . 



III- 2 

One site, on t he westeni. eh.ore , on the northern 
side of a winter- brook a few yards to the north of the 
old caretaker ' s house-site, had been eroded until only 
about one square yard an i nch deep of ash and chips was 
to be found unde r a :foot of overly i ng gravel. However , 
some seven yards to the no rth of thi s was a boulder , 
fi fteen feet long and eight feet h i gh, ri sing perpemdicularl y 
on its south ern f ace . This was an obvious site fo r a 
lean-to or kettle-hearth , a.nd under an overburden of f'ro m 
n i ne t o fifteen inches of sand and stones t here l ay up 
t o sixte en inches of ash protected by a complex of lesser 
b oulders whi ch enclosed t wo natu.ral hearths . The whole had 
b een protected from the erosion of winter wav es and drift-
i ce by the boulder , and what remained, was "1. shallow triangle 
five yards wi de by one and one-quarter deep at t he centre . 
Two whole arrowheads and three broken ones were, found , 
t wo of which last may f it together , and there were 
many fragments of pottery, some de corat ed with curved 
zigzags and others with rectangular i nd.ent ations . 
Bones were r educed to small chalky nodules , ex cept for 
on e or two fragments which were in contact with the . bou.ld~r . 
The best arrowhead was of j asper with corner-notches to 
form barbs and tang . A l a r ger one was swall owtail ed , 
i . e . without haft fo r attachment , and was of argi llite . 
The ot~ers were white quart z . The site was probably a 
wi nter one, since it was set back nearly one hundred yar ds 
from the forme r edge· of the river, but it i s poss i ble t hat 
it was used also for the salmon s eason . The l ack of 
bones reduces t h e chance of guess ing at t hi s . The 
proportion of chips , quartz :North-Mountain s ton es , was 
nearly as h i gh as on the Sout h Shore . There was nothing 
in the culture t ha t was not matched exactly i n t hat area 
excep t a potsherd vii th a hole drilled fo r suspension. 
Po t s varied from very thiuk to rather thin, and had the 
slightly ever ted l ip common in northern AJ.gonkian pots . 
There was no intrusive material to suggest F.a.ropean con tacts 
or even contacts with othe r tribes from whi ch one would 
hazard a date before 1500 A. D. 

The same technique turned up another s ite on 
a fl a t knoll flooded only a t extr eme h i gh water . This 
was to t he south of the wi nter-flowing brook at t he north side 
of Telfer's Field , some t wo hundred yards south of the old 
I ndi an Gardens. The whole knoll showed a t hin occupation 
l ayer , small hearths and many quartz-chips and potsherds . 
By a cen tral boulder, however , ihere was a hearth \ti th 
ash about six inches deep , escept on t he west s i de wh ere 
the waves had ero ded it ent irely . The s ite yielded 
quartz ch i ps and. mu ch jasper from t he bottom to t he very 
top . There were a few arrowheads of typical and good 
workmanship , and t hese seemed to be at all l ayers . Micmac 
p ottery came only from t he lower l ayers . A pier ced slate 
sinew- smoothe r and a bone skin-scraper were unusual . Bones 
were either reduced to chalky nodules or very fresh, and 
so.me moose- teeth by t h e central boul der were still white. 
There was al so a fac t ory- made clay pi pe , reduced to fragments ; 
five wr ought - iron nails I of 1h ich on e was t wisted lilce a 
fi sh- hook , and t wo were f r om t he lower half of t he 
occupation l ayer; fragments of a yellow and white cup , 



III - 3 

filled with ash and incorporated in the upp er part of the 
occupation l ayer, a green and whi te pl a te, and a brovm and 
white bowl; · arid a Nov~ Scotian h a l:fpenny ·token pierced 
in the upper section either as a medalllion or as a 
fishing s p inne·r (or perha:P s both), and bearing the date 
18 3 2. It Sh(?wed no signs of wear. 

Tµe picture given by this site i s somewhat @ confused·. The first ~ro:pean house i n ~he neighbourhood-
':\, was t hat of the caretaker of the dam a.~d probably 

miscellaneous l umber- camps of which we lmow nothing . 
Th,e_se last may go back to t he middle of the nineteenth 
century , the first to about 1898 . The cart-track from 
Telfer's house to t he shore passed about twenty yards from 
t his site , but Telfer •s was buil t in t h e present century . 
The r e is no question of . the European element having 
contaminated t his site from outside . 

, On the other hand, we do have to consider 
seriously the possibility of there having been z:l:tISX• ~ 
two cam.ps of different periods on the same site . An 
examination of a section of the t hickest occupat ion layer 
suggested three wavy horizontal lines of lighter col our , 
but- these were too :faint to follow . A gr eat deal of' . 
s l ate and gravel was mixed with t he ash, and t his suggested 
t hat . beach gravel had b een spr_ead over t h e floor · at differ ent 
time s . But thi s belonged to the upp er three- ~uarters 
in which ~h e European a r ticles wer.e found . I t remains 
possible. t hat the Micmac po ttery , which was all near t he 
bottom, -belonged ta the undatable, earlier diff use 
camp-sit~., whe reas the Europea.."11. elements , the f resher bones, 
and the bulk of t he chippings belonged to the nineteent h 
centu_ry sfte which may well have been pinned .down by being @ a permanent ·nhud~e- ·cam.1/' arid. not a portabl e wigwam . What 

· '(f!,. • i s most interesting i.s to find that flint - chipp ing 'J. ,w.· ""7 conti nued until ile ninet eenth century and used the same 
<- _ ' techniques · as in ear lier periods. o·:r course , there rema ins 

.t he )lJlS$i li1li t y of misint erp retation, but the f act ,that 
the ol <l.e r :l !icmacs of t he present day still know how t o make 
bows ·and of·wha.t Woods for preference, suggests that t h e 

·whol e cul t ure-oomnl ex ·of bowc and ari-ows i s not f ar behind 
t hem . · The proportion of jasper in the chi ppi ngs was 
distinct ly higher than i n the other site and suggested a 

· family from the Fundy Shore. 
Pi ck- ups f r om the shore incl qded some br oken 

quartz points , an unfinished jasper point , and a long- oval 
chalced0ny knife or spearhead of the two- ended kind which 
seem designed to spl it a spear-handle or to pierce the 
hand of the wiel der. Mr . Harol d Whitman r e d 
found two 

e l ower river yiel ded no implements end no datable 
sites . A visit with Mr . J.F.Donl y to Timber Isl and Brook 
drew blank , for the hill where tradition pl aces a cemetery 
(said to have be en dug up) , showed some sunken places ih 
which there had been fires . One of t h ese held more than 
six i nches o f ash and containe d one quar tz chi p m d a 
fragment of cl am-shell . It was not more than twenty- four 
inches by eighteen. Another was smalle r. It seems 
l ikely t hat these have been casual hunters ' camps , not graves . 



Jc.nunrJ 23 , 1961 

i':1 thanks for cendinc ~.; a copy of t he 
r r ocoed.:· .. n:,::~ of t.he :.:CJl.ra r.-eotie.n J:;)9tlt.·.:,.te 0: :'clcnce. <Xr'l-
tnin::-...:; ;:.-u .· c::- ;aper C.."1 c!:cll hc.:.:-.c or couth...;,'Cotern i:ov:l 
~-cot~ • : b:vo L"C'Lcl it uith dee:_) intnro::t . 

:-::. :'CC. ':r.a: , 1.:!";c ir.vc-sti .. ::tia.l::l or .::.ith , ?t- r !:cr end t:O~ <?lf 
r.:e:Y: cic~pl:/ t:~.o:c c,.::-icru.c c.r.:.te i-•o , n!.1J uc eo.'lf'inOO. our 
u"!'~"'c":""-t: tr ·:),~ ::;o;--._).:in._ o!' f0t.:= c:· f'ivc ~.ca:::: r..t ;"'ort Joli 
al[ !'cl""".:, l ' Hcbcrt 1 j_cc. ii.r.: t l'.e r cct u;.1to..1CtOL. (\'e !"our.C:. 
t>c..t 1~ ) ~:.s::.cn:c:, c.:r.i.~ other$ i.~.-·-"'!.c.bl,:r fo:!.lat:c: clooc 
oo ou:· !:eel!;, ::::-,o-,:clin_: :-c:::!.1.e:::z i.., t:: :-- c .::_X>z;ctl hc.'.llC 
·.:n(;:-, +~~c -1Gl·..:Gi(" ..... t'.:c~ \r- uc1'0 coe':' r.r, '1trx.::l".:rc1! or scr..o 
s:or-'o l , 

,.. •,e r e 1!: an :lr:1li~ticn your pa~ (p:;.30 Y:6) th:1t Indicn 
.:.rc"c::G •~;j c' ".C''!: .. _:~ D. ~i-on r:r- in.., cU,c . '"..tL all C:.cfcrcnci:? 

I :::'ind t ½.i 3 hm.~.:1 to bP.llwe, 1f t hot ,;;in :i-·ou:.· intention. 
i'.!"ln:., • c :::o"'_ n .. I • ( 'i":•!.:!. to •ur;uct t'.:.J 'best f"i~ti :; site 

7-l t:.c ··1.m•~· \o:o:J nt t:10 foot or t ho ·:::it o.1. rLpidG, uhich \.'O.G 
cl.Do :..i e- :_c2.('. -:,: t:;!c-::r::..C.:- . '":.: o: r-..::'"'n ~z.lo.."i.:: ti:cre io 
c:~i.~J.eam. ·•c !:nos: fron !'k:.o.c trad.ttion t lJat t.,eir :;,cq,le 
e1~.i .:.r. ~:tc;;:-G , Jurin,; t:10 s::.L"'l0:1 ru..'1 . ~Jout tl:o s::'.111 
cove c,po::;itoJ t hL:i isl.::m~ . :n t~c:.!' dir.i1iishcd nunbcrs they 
c:.:."ltiD"J.C:! t o dn tiliG £.u 1:i.te no t !.1.c 18J.O' z: c.nc, ~ e f..:vm~te 
r.·othod .::!.:; q :carin; f'ra:? Cl'.nooz .t'.t ,:!lt, uoin;:; ~1rch-b?.rk 
t m-c::'lcs fr:r :u:.•;;i:3 . .:.r.d ~r 3,;.""cr~h).y ~!.:0:1 x-i. inco::-.in.; ttdo 
jrou~ht a :."'1.llo of enl.wn t o th:, r oot or the r 'l ids . 

! .-. .::.u-t-c:n , .J~a, the :',;i.U rail:G lo..;~:,. ( us-..:a.lly in ".JctoOOr } 
tb.crc ue,9 ,:r c~t Ill;;r.it .:.o:i o!' o61s toi-:?rds t he sea; at 
t h i:!; -ti::e rn O.ors or ?"rdian c:-._"J,,OJ at t!le : oot cf rli.& r:-alln , 
".,;11(')!'6 t.:-:-c-J sot up uairs o£' bl.--i.:!.ilmo:d .. Their none for this 
pk.cc • -~ - rn-C-V0.100:~. i.:Cm:D 'P.ls Bfe 7isJ. ':ei r Place,. In 
buU .:iln; t:.o !~c-elcctr'....o Jeval Ott"?cmt at Big 7alls in 1929, 
the N .. 3 . fcr.:ru." Cor.=ission cut otf and dra.1ned po.rt of the old 
r"lv o?" bod . This reve.'lled tl:!c £ou?lCO.t:.a:"I stones of o:evei'.'al o~ 
th" a."'l~ie!"1t ,;.ci:'s , r.,~lo::l in tte c:-...:i.r.:iotcriotic V f'or-....ation , 
in 1;.::1i~ t.!15 I ;,;liar1s had forcer]s t..-odced t:ilcir br..1s~'OO'l . 

:. c ool.J 1:eVOr f'ind r;y r.-uch traces in the ra.rids (L'lke Falls) 
uhich flo-.A.ed i::i.ct Indian ,Jat-d~s, presm:obl y ~uae the rus~1 
of water t here :;--Ade brus!'.n..io'.Xi 11."Girs 1.n:;)rcctic.,'ll. Indeed t here 
ue~e n~ s1criS of '.!~i,,.n weirs above t i{;: J"al.15 until one c:ioe 
to the stroa..-ii. ~--ti!ecn t'.eJic!<>..ijik Lake mxl :"~ol. a io.,,g 
tifly abov-c- Indian Wlrdens .. 

'fl 



Dear Dr. Raddall : 

Wolfville, N. S . 
24th January 1961 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. 

I think that the treasure-hunting mania has diminished 
among t he fis hermen. Children still pl ay jackal to one's digg ing , 
but grown-ups cannot even be paid to go near the sites . I have 
never seen evidence t hat anyone had followed me, and I have 
returned to most of my old di~s. The theory of treasure rema ins, 
but it is now reduced to talk. 

I must admit that the direct evidence is all on your 
side with regard to Indian Gardens and t he Mersey generally. Noel 
Dexter tells me that chips are thick on Sa lmon Is l and still , and I 
must try out t he area next summer . Re luctantly, I must admit, 
for fishing sites make di fficult and uninteresting digging compared 
t o shell-heaps . As I have read about northern Indians generally, 
there were two favourite spots for spearing. salmon, below the rapid 
where the salmon gathered before the climb, and in pools above 
the rapids where they rested after it. I have found f ew salmon 
sites - Lequil le and Sherbrooke - and both were at or near the 
bottom of t he ripids. Were weirs essential in sa l mon- fishing ? 
I doubt it. 

But on t he negative side , if the camps at Indian Gardens 
were not for fis hing , what were t hey? The two fragments th a t I 
dug were almost certainly hunting camps of winter, but they were 
set much farthe r back f rom the water than t he others. The 
amount of game necessary to ma intain so l arge a village as the 
chips suggest wou ld be quite beyond the possibilities of the 
neighbourhood. Almost certainly they preserved some of t heir 
summer's catch in the latest (IG) period, though the evidence 
is all from Scotch Point (PJ 3). Later they had agriculture, 
but we have no evidence of t his before the mission period . I 
cannot see any source of food suf ficient for such a group except 
a run of fish. It is a f reat pity t hat we have not a documented 
record of Indian Gardens points and exactly where they were found . 
I have seen nothing from the beach that l ooked older thfl,I\PJ whi ch 
is really indistinguishable in points from IG . In your collection 
there are some Boreal Archa ic pieces, but these may have come from 
lower down where we knoW that the Boreal Archaics camped. 

I am painfully aware that most of my conclusions are based 
on too few faCts, and I hope that in time to come we may be able to 
clear up s ome of the confusions. We shal l have to act quickly if 
we are goin~ to. Last summer I tried out the techiique of finding 
s ites by searching the museum records to learn where pieces had 
come from. In onl y one case did I find a site by this method. 
All the rest had been destroyed in the last eiehty years. There 
are considerable private collections in the province. As the 
owners die, these will become scattered and archaeologically useless. 
I t would cost something to record a ll this, but it ought to be done. 

Yours sincerely, 

c3JJ~ 



rear · l" . : rc:d.nc . 

! -:: r;ent · . of 'Aeit·s O..'l the : :er::;e y wcs r.!oraly t o 
i:oint out "tho t:o ~:inds oi' i iohl...1;:; cruT"~ lmo.m t o have o:-;:ia'"...eJ -
t ho ~bon ~:..::i:}.r,.__, Ca?'.:l) ut la.ban I slru-.d Cove durir~ t:~ conths 
oi' ?:O..-,• . : .mo ~:i.J .;ul;:.r ; ,;,.:xi t:io col-:~~i:" co~ at . .:'oa"w crf. :i{; 
F~lls dux·l.,; J ... t -1"'..>o::. . .\bov:i -~ ;-~ I ~"'::l i.:o si.:,,·• o : ool-\ta'..l":J 
until ! .;:o .. ;;.J :.:.....: ::oj .:r.::._ujil; s ;.:. ... c-...Ll . 

T:T.w : .::..;~.a'..; "'.Jol.:C'; ,;J t'.·.;:.t !"!"1...!k.n '•1 :-.•derm wo.z pr!:::.:•ily u ft .... hlng 
ca....-;,. :: . ..; t. ·=-(.:.::..t..:..a.1 0:: the : '.iCi;;..:.ca i.~a:ro i:a.s t:::..:it t::nil.• ~"la: --a,-tors 
wintc.•oJ ::r'., ::-1~-. ·-.ff~, C.c,:.......rt.:.n,_ :o:- t! .~ rh·~: ... ,a-.1th end t :.o 
CO-).~ .:.n o-~c.:..·. :: .vrc \iC..'0 ~oo.1 w:;0::lD !':Jr t:::a . ,::ic 1::.:is t:.·..e 
LAtte:.· o:. :;:.,..)2. .,. ::.:..1...: :Uol. '::m I:;1~.:..=.:1 :!!r:.X.1 cr-q ~.:.J :7'[..>-0:1 less 
01-::po::,oJ to ;,i.:.n:.:.C~· .. o;,...,.:3 t L,::n t'.lo.:;a o:i t:.o co...c-'.;. . ·'..J.v.:.n~ no G..:l .n to 
WO<X.1-cutt:·1...:..; t :W t :.c; t.:..l to J.c_J::.lJ on ~:· llw.!1-: . .xd . J.t !.""'itil.D.n 
cm~Jcr-.v t~:o:.,· l~ c~.-,- :::·.cc0o.:. bJ co.noc to tl:.c :c~....:-:rood nlon:; t:'le 
Dh~ "O= 0: -..:..c ~~~-~.cc.:..t 1.;i::::.o; c..""11.;l ujc;1 t:.;.J ::~-~r:.:. c-:>ld .::.,.;.~ t ~wJ 
co-.UJ A"._.; tJ.c t:co-:i <:r10.r t~-:.o l e~ b°'J !l t.'."!".xl!;i.inn . 

Also t:icro uo.o ::.:..o tto::- 0: !'ood.. Und oub-ccdl:T t:.cy 0:10."'<od and 
dried oc:;...:;:;1 • ..::..C,.;::.vc:; :u-:..! .,;~s_:_·_::r cc:!.;. ::'Y:..• ,..5-..Jtc:• u.::o ; tn_:t 
t ho!;~ coul~ t~•; c ~-:i::r.:"1: o-.,::,1)!lcd only pc.~t .. 01 t~::::i. ... nc.od~ d1.1.:-irl3 
tho ~r. .... --1:t:--:.c .i' ~ex.·. ::.;;.;::.~• ·:..ic.;;t l.""e:."'.C-:..!.l'CC , o :n t:~ hen • 
Bull. ~o ccr..:.L: be :.u:•:.:.:2 ·.tl:t!:r: .... , a.rraw re.? r--:c dut""l!u t he ruttinz 
m011t."-'1.~ of .'.:c_.t''i..mb0-r :'.;.lld '.)etc"'x:r, a-~ 1--1c::t ...:0-..71 t -, r"cx:orn t ;.cs 
t t:c b::.:-t t:.oo::e-Z'..u1t~ ,:::.::; to bo :l.l!! ::.::.l.l:-:.1, r~a::. o!1. t ~ c:oo:rt . 
Thie : ::i:) t:-uc =-~o 0: t:':...:: c.:i.ribo.l . l. c:..v.M. d::....~e v-:ot a.2' 1ndia.TJ 
Gnr-..::Cr.o , be;b.!:i'lJ:G a.:.OUt :~e::rrt."'1 l,nl:c ~:o.:t 3!'00!:, l.:cy" t}ta 
l ~ O:i.ai."'1 or "Ci',.,., ,- t C-.Jl:.:il-:;::.t~ i:l tLo bJ,CO Th:m::-cven 
Bog . vJ.ic:i wer e a r :1rr.ous i"COO.i.11.:i: crou..""ld .fCT" tertls of caribou. 
( Leu-cl :.. •.::vo.~ ,1.":.d !1i::.: c a:-:p:inio~ , jz t:.J:, 1C'70 ' s , slnugh'te:."ol 
t he 1...L.t 0: t:..ooc :!:'iuo Lcrds a:.,: the boJ 'l;hi.ch cti!J. .bec.rs his narre . ) 

1.1;.c :._1 ~ I'illG q:c.r.;.C<: the river cnJ b:>cug'.rt. b.:.c:: tee .ilcnl.ve.s , t he 
sa.~ .:.nd wildl"wl, t ~c!'G t.."flZ evor;,r ro:::..soz: t o dcpcrt for the 
coost • .A:xl ti:e:..·e, .L" the U'.l.i £elt J.or,y . the $q"'.JaW c0".Jl4 a lt,;ays 
d ig up .a ::.o:il ft'(X:); :.!le r~:."'"est cl:..--.. flnt . t :1oro t:.aS the 
r.:attor- o£' sanit::..ti on. Tho excreta Cro--~ "trj larE;o r.ur.be: •s- of 
people I avc1~"' pai ... ia.i vl oovcrrJ. ~th :;;: , ::;u!,-L '.:l..:!i·~ ~ de t:.1e 
l ntli.::n Gcr ..:c:c.c ca;:> c. vory no:.Ca::::o ;,;...'.lee ·,:C.C t.,_..:- :::~aw :::cl tc...: . 

Tt1i.s c:.:ut~;,lll\:; ~$b1.t cf.. t he L"ldiar'.s pc-l"'SL"'t.00 until u.OOel~ tin:as . 
Thus tho :-:ic".ncc c;raip ct 'i'-.,;o ~3.le ~ill (just ~bov'c :-:ntan) used 
to l eave t heir G~l.w .:iJlCl ..-,-antler :1:c f ar:llieo ru..o:"~ t he coost 
betwoo-n IA.a:lZ:lb-urc am rtheltr.ll"OO. i:.::.ki.r..; cr.:.l ool.J.:i..n:; ~akets, 
t>a,s for lhobstor t rc.ps , ote., and tishir ,. fClt' trout, sal.cloo. and 
o.le,.-lves - - loc.'.11.J.s kno-... n as 11 kiacks11 • Ono cf t~ 5.r.fOl~nts , 
Saro Glo<le of Two '"il.e Hill, could r~ber his fmlll.y doing th is 
e.o late ~ :i tao 1C90•s . 

Si ncerely. 
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