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r . homa s 
Live r pool , 

Dear Dr . 

a ddal l , Author 
i • s . 

addall : 

PHONE 624•9086 

I n t he tl211tic Advo ca t e , u t 8oS ,t;he-1·e 
there i s a pict u r e of y o c; se a chin t; i o r Indian 2r1·owhec.d s 
- t L ke Ro s sienol . Th i s is alon0 the ~ain wat e route u eu 
by I nd i ans cros sing Nova Scot i& b l ore hi ~h1iays i n t e ·se t ed 
t he rovince . Havi ng a ~nr ti cula r· 1.nte e t in ex1. l o .. 'in; 
t hei r oute s of t ·a vel , anu ~ls o the ori i n&l r oa d s l ~i L out 
by t he f irst Europec:.n s ettle o Hova Scot i & I am t akin a 
libert y in sending a lonG a few i t ew . 

The Ind i an wate ~ r ou t e co@i nG 1 r om t he Ba 
of Funa.w:, e.nu Anne. oli s Bas i n come up the AlL ... i n (Leq_uille ) 
Rive e ancl t h 1'ou h the Ca n 1ichae l lleaaoHs . ThiE" wa s t he sit e 
o · &n ear ly .l.:'.:ur o ean seji-tlernent, n ow back to u~e" o e s t; . 
Pgcently Mr s . Wr i ght ~n I t he sp ot ~et t inG s l iLe s of 
the olo Wc.ll s , ,el lars, and brid.6 e abu t ments r-1.... in . 

On e mil . far ther u t he 1ive~ ~e enta · the 
Gran d L e s . On t h nar ows beuween the s e t\ JO l ake s s ome r G.rs 
2.g o I built a summer vacation Cabin . Zx.}llo .. : i n 0 the locat i on 
I f ound tha t I vfo s u on c:.. caJTI i n ' 6 r ou nd , usea f a r enough back 
tha t the r em&in s of,,f"&tie lone hu1:,e pine h &ct once s tooc. the ·e 
on more than an ac ie of l ana . vi · en t l ' c o1tunon t en t i n , s pot 
c.S a firs t night halt a long the r ou t e . On a h i l l nearb ove -
l ook i n t he cove vli thin t he n a r r ows wa s wha t eeflled to be 
buryin g ·ound . I found s e cial uiar Ker stone , .n u what s eems 
to De ma r ks cut into a hu6e r ock . Ac ross t he l ake whe ·e g ooc. 
hunt i ng w~s ev i c:ent 9 f m,n a most e r ect s ton e arrowheaa 
now in my k e J i ng . 

Le ccwin t he l ake h ead b s e a rching I belie ve 
I loc a te~ t h rough t he fores t a d e ep wo r n p a t h whi c h woul~ be th 
c a r r .round the unu su a lly hi h f all t ll ere . Having b rushea ou t t his 
t r i l a f r esh, 2. f ew yea rs l a. t e r a man wi t t1 his ho r s e ., l o ~6 ing , maae 
it a sled r oad . The canoe r out e cont inues on to S in6hill wh ere 
the ma i n r·out e l ed d ovm th . ti e rs e • An alt e r·m:.tive r·out e led mo re 
w sterl y throu h l ak e s f cLellc:.n , vvhalen , Spar , 1"lc.nd e r s , uoYm the F' ·ozen 
Ocean s t e am i n to Ke d emc..lm j ik a. 1 the lvle r e ·. 

Othe · r ou te I ha ve en j o ed iere t i n · ou t 
i n c l u e t he Lawr encetovm-Liverpool , the Annapol i s-She l bu rne , the 
Margaretvill e -Lunenbu r g , 2.na the Anna olis- fi r li ax ( o rd. Dalhousie ) 
an c ier t hi g~tuy s . The Pr ovinc e abouna s with h i sto i cal sit _ 
whic h ar easy of acce s s. I ha ve ~athe~ea cons i0arable histo r y 
regard i n early hamlets , anG route s i n most a.11 rna i n l c:1 n a Coun t i e , 
aL.-o r°:.in g r~c h pl e~_su re~ • _ Y9u · wTi t i n s are a l s o a Clelig ht fu l 
expe r i enc e i n reaai n, . .New Ham s hi re bo ·,·n , ova Sc otic.. reareQ has 
re lated ine to inuc h of" t he hi s to :i.· you ore b -i n •in r to lib ht . 

Gr2tefu l l yomrs , 



,, 

Rev. i eon Wr ight. 
Mahone 1383' , i'; . s . 

Dear Mr . Wr i ght: 

' · 

August 25,1965 

Thank you f or your very inter esting l etter. I have never been ' 
over t he old portage bet ween :t,he Mersey and Lequille rivers, as you have , but 
I knew about. i t • ( De Meull e s was t he f irst white man t o use it, in 1686) and 
f r om inf ormation~ coll~cted from local I ndi ans described it briefly 1n 
a novel cal_ed 11Hi s Hajes ty "s Yankees ", pages JJJ - 3J4." 

The g~eat I nd i an camp site by t he pr esent shor e of Lake ossi gnol originally 
was in a gl en c a.lead Indian Gardens, where the Mersey River flowed out of its 
chain of lakes and began -the tush t o the sea . The d ~'ll er ected ' by t he N. S. 
Power Commi ssion in 1928 f l ooded the glen and made one big lake out of the 
former F'i1·st, Second , H ssignol and other smaller l akes . , One can s till find 
Indian relics there, especially when the water r ecedes in a dry summer like 
t he present one . , 

I never heard of a road f r om Lawrenc9town ' t o Liver pool . The fi r st crosi'-
country road from Li ver pool t o t he Val ley was opened in 1 ?98-1800. Ma jor 
Parker and hie sons and neighbors of Ni c t.-.1,ux cut i t out about half way , and 
men, from sQut h Queens di d the r est. This r,esulted in the setUement of 

, Brookfiel d , Caledoni a . Harmony . a~d other places in north Queens. The 
present ~ptor hi ghway from Middleton to Bridgewater follows approxim~ely 
t he old 11i ctaux-Liverpo l r oad as f ar as Albany Cross. From there the old 
route still exists as a third-rate road running sou,thward from AlbarJ¥ Cross 
t o Nor t h Bi·ookfiel d . TI1ere 11 follows t he pr es ent paved highway t o South 
Br ookfield and thence to Liverpool. 

I first heard of the old military roa,d, between 5'hel burne and Annapolis about 
thi rty year s ago , when a party of timber cruisers came upon old cellars in 
what was t h,en a pathless toreat about the head of t he Roseway River. I t was 
a puzzle until I found historical r ~f er ences to t he cutting of the road. 
Soldiers of the ~ ellNrne and Annapolis garrisons out it out in 1784, and 
t he so- called 1·sol di e1·s" oe:ks" still mark t he pl ace wher e they met near 
t he south tip of New Moon Lake. The oellars at Wainright Lake about f'ive 
miles ·t.owards Shel burne t'r om this r?1,lgh monument evidently are the r emains 
of a halt-waJ establishment, subsidised by the provincial government on 
long lone s tretches of such roads at this t ime. Tit us Snith, cruising t he 
wester n Nova Scotia woods in 1801, found onl3' a few traces ot the road, which 
was never hsed much and h&d gr tnm in quickly, except on the ihelburne and · 
Annapolis ends. From Annapolis t.his road followed approximat ely the pr esent 
r oad t o .Lequille, where it crossed the s tream on uhat was l ong called "the 
General '• bridge) n(atter Gener al Campbell) and went to what is now Pr1ncedale. 
Fr om thE>re on H . vani shed l ong ago. but .it must have cr ossed over to the 
Ros.ewq valley by wa~ of the upper valley ot Bear River, passing lakes 
}Iul gr ave , J~lly, Franklin, Whitesand and Moosehide. Th~re was an old Indian 
portage between t.he headwaters of the Rosewayl and those of Bear River, by 
WB3' of Two Fan, Sand , and ::-1oost1hide l akes, still in use by Micmaos of my 
ff~uaintance t hirt.y-odd y:ears ago. Proba°bJ¥ ~ e military surveyors followed 

' v./t:I< 
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Dr . Th oruas R. Raadall 
Liverpool, l . 2 . 

Dear Dr . Ractaall : 

PHONE 624•9086 

Sep t embe r 1 , 186-

Aft er rece iving your b00Q 1 t te o. Augu t 2 - , 
I hav e been away from h ome fre quently, ~n ct my d.esk , causing 1e t o 
del ay sending my thanks to you f o r t h e t i ine us Cl by ou in 
p rov i d ing su ch i n t e r e sting istory . I en joy muc h Qig 0 i n g up 
t he se i n t i mat e sket che s of t he deve lopi 1g s t e s aae by tho s e 
wh o were explor i ng ova Sc ot i a a s a ne 'v c ou nt r y . 

Your knowledg e i s base upon auilhantic reco ras 
h i ch I ha v e n ot consul t e d . My f ind i 1 gs a re mainly from the 

s t orie s of t ho se who n ow l ive b e s ide t he an c ient t rai l s , a nd fr om 
personally explor ing them as best I can . I trus t y ou ill 
unders t an d t hat I · , n ot i n any · r t seeki ng t o contra i c t our 
g ood r e c ord s , only o f ering such t ra i t i ons as have c ome t o ne 
and ho ing that they \Nill either e1 phasize your f · ~u. ing s , o r b e 
c o rrected by t h e ac t ual rec o rJs . 

orne of rny ansesto s ac q_u i reQ lanu s in .Annal.Jol i s 
County be t ween the propert y of Loru 1lon ·t on on the east , ana the 
old Ar · i.apolis - Shel burne hi6 hway on the v est . lay 1·ather purchas u. 
hi s h ome s i t e rom another an est e r (Beel er) on the we st sic..e of 
this ol h i ghway . ' hus I g re\1 u as a boy v h r e the eas t bounu of' 
of ou r property was the ol a Shclbu cne oa a. . As , ou say , t 1is .coaa 
crossed the Lequ i lle riv e r near A,,,na olis a t General ' s Br i c..ge , 
p :ro ce e ~e d s01:1,t h .,,.eas t ~f B eler ~s LPke ., ea~ t o f Lake CaQy (Kau. ie ) , 
and Bai l l e Lak~ , 2.nu 1v1Ul grave La.Ke . Possioly it v1,a · t wes t oi 
Umbrella Lake , out f~ bht here the exact r out e seews co rused . 

BegiJj...'11.ing t hen a t che Shel burne enu , .t_he 111ain 
street a t Shelburne l eacts s t raight north u the Ole nna oiis • 
I have an ancient ma· 1.vhich shmvs t his r oaa trail) 1 ollowi 
of Deception Lake , e st of .be0ch Hill , a11 As ect Lc0\..e ; ea t of rap 
Lake , Roun Lake , and Long L ke ; we st of Si l ver L8Ke , c..na , c ·mr i ght 
L ke; e a st of Roseway ke , and HPnasleo. .wake . .r 1·01J che topo6 r-phy 
of the land here one can o ly , s U1ne whe re the t ·ai l •. ,it,ht have 6 one . 

Concernirlf:: r oaas in vol vin0 1 c t aux ., ana L 1, r2ncetown, 
t he traditions su0 ge st t hat the .i!rese t - riu · e,n.1.tGr' r·o u 
f oli owing the est bank of the 1~ict ux river . oes i ot ollov- the 
o r i gL a l ones . That there was the ancient 1r oact that cu.111e roI.!1 
Fundy s1~ore amm over Phinney "' ountai , cr·ossin[, the Annapoli ;.,iver 
slight ly eas t of ,rhere the Nict aux river nters in . · ne 1·oau , or 
trail continu s east oi the l~ictaux, assL i::, Balu Hill , :...no. it uvi is 
the B oornin ton roacl i;1hich conti ues outh i to t dluern2ss over 
old. abandoi ed. settlements , 'OY .Ji rch .Bar.;: lak , ver east u.1 th., 1Jl<.;tau , 

nd on uovm east of the Lah v e . i s b co1,1es th'-' 1: 0 u. inters.::ctin6 
a t Barss Co rner , ana on t r oubh New Lorm,all , ove · HlocKhouse 111, 

hrou h 1J o1·thw ·st ic,nc.. i11to Lunenburg . 



.J.,,. 

i:;.., . 

Tradit i ons ~ls o a lare th· t th Liverpool 1oau seve r al 
milGs ,1e t of the 'Uctau-~ . h i s coact , 11t u.· over B ls H.i11. , s outh 
-of Lavvr ence t own., Cl'ossi.n6 the st ream i 'lowi 6 i1 to 'I' J.'OUt L ke on 
t v o r i d e t he old s t one a·out me t toua· , enterin ' the Jr ~s t 
Hi~h-:vay No . 10 at Albany , a1d the r e co tLu s to .t1.l lJa y Cross , L.nd 
alo t oute shovi i the record - ou have referred to. 

0u t t he s e t .rG.ils , the o 1 
- ~~---·-"pc.ii_ion. that it was 

--=-..::::::.:::;:-:=-__.,...,.....-=-..:=-=--=r...;:e=c:a..:·h=-=-::oefore the -6 blisl ~ed the coun r_y .- ·hose 
roads e c.s t ~na i e s t of ,:;h have no str0n su1:,g .:, sti ns i ... 
t he t raaitio 1s I have heard . It is in some ar t assurrPCl t ... a.t 
they be CE. ,P tra.i ls l a. i a out some ;here clo11g b the ...:,_ gl i h Li t he 
pe riod 1;:he the Arn1apolis- H lifax (Dalhousi e ) r o2.o. was lso lc:.ia 
ut . ' his t ime t abl ~ is setted y thd r oad cu t Dy ~aJo r Paker , 

(la t e r Colonel ' rker) 1,;lio settled o 1 the vr st oan.K: 01 che l\ ictaux . 
lo-vr ver,unle ss h i s t an'.ly s10 s t at h ::t. s road. fo llm,"'a closely the 

pr esent hi hway , clin ·ing to th -, st oai--ik of the 1Hctaux , ann over 
the succ:ession of hills 1 o 1 follo Jed i nt o i.o r th 1-... .Lbany, -~no ilecge of 
the land mi_ght leb - hi m t o be;;;in the several ~niles v12st a t 
Lawrenc e tmm where a1't r the one ascent , t he roaa a 1count 8 r o 
re~ l h "lls until it raaches lei Alb~n cent re , ana~as they are join.ea 
toaay . 1 

l ease unde rstand that I am not contes t iLg 1J..s to ' i cal rec o ·c.:.s . 
These co111parisons c. nli t his uel v ing in to w&ys 1.,he o cl 1 ol s 1 ollo·,vea 
is s ecially fascina t ing t o rne . ~vhen a bo , 1.ly i & the1·., anc ... his 
relatives and neighoou ·s ~ere ~onu or re - t alling tale h~nuea c.o,m . 
I walked the 1v ooas , anc. trails u.nc. le rnec. tliern ".~ell . Later- ~01· so111 
y ar vms _pas to r at ictaux., anu 1:H·ote a nsto[)y 01 he c.:hu_ ch an u 
peo le . Be i ng an avic \.roodsm&n I hunt2c . ., ar.u 1ishe.__, ovel· most or -che 
s treams in 1 napolis Count . I h&ve hunt .Q_, anu 1isheu, c1nL. e.:;-: .. p lo t2a 
in all N • • ,nainland Counties ., exce· t Digby, c:..net nt ili1:,on ish . 

1,1Y f i rst lif~- a.r t ner c&i,1e 1· ·01,1 o ct ~.1out on. Havinb ne l c,_ 
·-i c.s to r ates in DU enbui•6 ., l~uc ens , he · u1 ... , 1".c c·1.1outh, a.nu hn11c:..-1)oli s , 
I h ~ci o_p)o r tfo1i t to e1~plo re the areB.S , a.n<., ....,z, ther trc:..a .Lt i ons . 
I L1i6 h t aaG. that Pas to rate s he l u i11 liants,~olchester ., 2,:.:1L, Rali.1ax 
count ies have a lso Jrovided ci0 ¼lth nappy · lean~ gs . These othe r 
areas ha e afforded very inte restini; s t ori es of ear·ly e 1Jlo ce r s, 
an d settlers up t1e Avon,in the cooe~ui~c ~n its ~ive1s , unL &lons the 
olc .. Guysbo rouc h rtoaa . 1•·0 1· 1i1ore tha ior t y yeurs I pur s eu Boy 
couts ·work , h2.vin1:., led buy s ov .)l" t he e h.isto1 i ca..L _p laces , L.11.Q by 

many camp : i res have ·e· a l ea them v ith t a les tha t v-e·e •i ven to me . 

i t ll humbl e apologies f or usin this duch of you · valuable 
tirne , my closing i s a6 ain with deep than.ks f o r the J l e usu e t ha t your 

ooa b ooks ha.Ve given to me . R vin y b;::en born 'n revv HiiLnP shi ·e , I 
found 11 'fhe Governor I s Lao.y 11 specially i n t ere sting 2.bove some ot Le1·s . 

Sincerely rours, 
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