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MUNRO DAY = 1928 - March 9th.
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It is fitting that a university like Dalhousie, receiving
no state aid, apd therefore not supported by all the people, but depending as it
does on privat:% should at regular intervals recall and pey due honour to
those who have made possible her progresse indeed, at times, her very existence.

In this respect Delhousie has been rather remiss, It is my part tonight to
present a brief historical statement with respect to our Benefactors and Munro Daye.

In a sense our chief benefactor is our Founder, Lord
Dalhousie, who gave us our charter of Toleration, from which so many bles sings
have flowed to the people of this country, and who imbued us with ideals which we
still cherish today. On This sccasion Wt rall Kiuw 8 Temin hravee arilic pride
o.,\_\.c\_ U'1h{x-d‘{'l’tror\‘
When re-organized in 1863, Dalhousie started out on her new
.. career with bright promises and high hopes. One of those hopes was that with
e ;‘:l her broad charter ani wide appeal she might be the means of federating all the
! baws- Drovincial colleges. A The first benefactor was the Church of scotg.ggg, whose

;:fél,nfu \people, led by George M. Grant and Allan Pollok, collected a fund of,$ 30,000,

§hs hat wn- Wherewith they endowed the Chair of Mathematics. That was a goodly sum in

“"’f'f';'c‘l sagﬁ.;’those days, and we can never forget what we owe to those old Scottish Presbyterians.,

fadsd ' I have said thet Dalhousie started out with high hopes, but before a dozen years

L had passed these hopes had withered, and the little &ollege was beset with
financial difficulties. In the 70's, friends of the pining College came to

her aid. These were benefactors indeed, for without their aid Delhousie might




a second time have closed her doors, as had happened in 1843, Their nemes
should be kept in remembrance: -

/ Reve G. M. Grant John Doull Wm. J. Stairs Sanford Flemming .
\ 8ir Wm. Young Hon. Robert Boak Dr. Avery Adam Burns
i@ﬁn < 8ir Charles Tupper John S. MacLean James Thomson Robert Morrow
A John Stairs Hon. J. Northup B. H. Collins Alex. McILeod
~l/* | J. Donaldson A. K. Mackinlay T. A. Ritchie E. Smith
o | R. H. Skimmings Hon., Stayley Brown John Gibson John P. Mott
\W. P..West Peter Jack, as well as professors on the staff.

It is true that the largest gift in 1870 was only 2003 ‘but one must not despise the

day of small things. We must recall that Dalhousie was a very smell thing in
those days fifty years ago. I doubt if the amnual budget was much more than

$ 10,000. In 1879, in answer to a plea from the college for an endowment fund,
there were eight subseriptions of $ 1,000 eachy the attitude toward the college was

expanding, and the unit of gift waqrincreasing. iI might add here that by 1892 The: el

8 had, mesired. § 2,500, and in 190273 5,000%.

In 1879 the Great Deliverer appeared. George Nunro, a
native of Pictou County, who taught school in Halifax, and who afterwards became &
succegsful publisher in New York, endowed the Chair of Physics, and within the next
five years the Chairs of History, English, law and Philosophy. He also for eight
years supported Tutorships, or, as we would now call them, Instructorships, in

Mathematics and in Classics. Nor did his bounty stop there. He also during
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ten years supplied the sum of § 87,000 for scholarships, of & 150 to $ 200 per
annum each, & relatively princely sum in those days, when a student could go
through college on § 200 for the session, Munro's total gifts amounted to the
munificent sum of about § 320,000, whech were at that time unparalleled in Canada.
I think it is not unfair to say. that he set a fashion; for it was shortly after
this that Macdonald and Strathcona and others began their series of similar gifts

to McGill University. Munro literally saved Delhousie, and sent her on her
future way rejoicing. Thereafter she might have her ups and downs; but her
continuance and progress could never be again in doubt. He died in 1896.

It was certainly fitting and called-for that the Univers ity authorities of those
deys should set aside a day in honour of Mr. Munro. It first appears in the
calendar on Jamaery 17th, 1883, as "George Munro Commemoration Day = No Lectures".
In 1891, it was shifted to November as "George Munro Dayn, By 1898 it is
shortened to "Munro Dey". Mey I add a personal note of appreciation of the
generous gifts of Munro. . I &m probably unique in that I have sampled all his

L}

ties nbepefactions - for four y:ﬁtrs 1 enjoyed one of his scholarships; I was ] 0

__ Tutor in, Physicsy and I s,':hunre Professor of Physics. And I might 2dd that
my co-tutor, that in Classics, wes one Howard Murray, my old school tescher in
New Glasgow, and Dean of the University today.?

*?‘M“k""- I have said that Mr. Munro set a fashion over Canads,
Certeinly his had much to do with the gifts of five other benefactors of Dalhousie
who were of his time: =

John Macneb, whose will benefited the University to the amount of $ 96,000,
Sir William Young (41 years Chairman of the Board of Governors), $ 68,000¢
at various timQSQ’ Q—-‘“‘lﬂfﬁg jm
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Alexander McLeod, ,about § 65,000, to endow Chairs of Classics, Chemistry
and Modern ges.

Joseph Matheson, of Lower L'Ardoise, who left by will a bequest of $ 15,000,
John P. Mott, of Dartmouth, who bequeathed § 10,000.

¢ be Leskad o 0s

ko T After Munro's time we do not find the University asking agein
for, money until 1902, when § 60,000 wes subscribed for & new project, a School of
pa/rq{_r_. aue O es. This moy real)},\the origing of the Nova Scotia Technieal College. The
: moving spirit in this effort was John F. Stairs, another of our great benefactors,
e with both his money and his brains. This period is of great interest as showing
T NT&; how the University is broadening its circle of friends; now we find,the names of
£t Greham, Centley, McKay, Carmichael, MacGregor, Dand, Patterson, of New Glasgow, and
o otd ”ﬂi’g‘d{'of those of other towns in the province. At the same time there was a drive
.Jr...'w»": aemong the Alumni for § 25,000 for a Librery Building in honour of Professor Charles
mand - , (Macdoneld, who had left the University in his will the sum of & 2,000 as an endowment
’*’fﬁf‘:p,...’ for the purchase of books. jud L,Jmt('-'wiﬂl# ke ddded that his great friend and colleague,
§§,MuKf;&yle;ofessortJohnson, left $ 1,000 for the same purpose. <
st R‘w{ ey Tom SR
Bk Lt There is another 1lull in the Dalhousie finencial affairs
for another ten years. In 1911 "Studley" was acquired, and a campaign for money
2 for new buildings and endowment brought in subscriptions emounting to $ 420,000.
This is the begimming of the era of that great benefactor, the late George S. Campbell,
who gave not only liberally of his means, but unstintedly of his time and his great
talents., To him this University should erect a fitting memorial, Where so many
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proportion to their means, and were in every sense as great benefactors as
those who\could give large sums, it is unfair perhaps to speak of individuals.
But on the ‘principle that these large sums meant much to the University's being
able to acc&nplish its desires, one must mention the subseriptions of Andrew
Carnegie, § 40y000; Jamus H. Dunn, $ 25,0003 W. H. Chase, $ 20,000; Lord Strathcona,
$ 15,0003 Mr. and-Mrs. G. S. Campbell, $ 12,500; F. B. McCurdy, $ 12,5005 J. W.
Carmicheel Company, $.8,000; amd J. Walter Allison, C. H. Cahan, John Macnab and Hon.
W. B. Ross, § 7,500 eachjn  Agein the unit has increased, and the circle
widened to England and the United States. . ¢

/w—ﬁWWMﬂ

Another lull, covgring the war yeers, brings us to the

Centenmnial Campaign of 1920. But this/period is marked by four notable
benefactions, on account of their arresting and pathetic circumstances. Dr.
D. A. and Mrs. Campbell provided a fund of about $ 60,000 for & Chair of Anatomy,
as & memorial to their only son, George, who died suddenly at the beginning of a
promising brilliant medical career. George W, Stairs ('09) before going to the
war, mekes hig will with a bequest of $ 5,000 to his Alma Mater. He remains . —

* forever in France. To me this is one of the most touching gifts that have bee:;z’mﬂa p
mede to this University. George H. Campbell, only son of Mr, and Mrs. G-ggrge”/’;mlb :
S. Campbell, also gave his life to his country, and is commemorsted by his parents | ‘:él

by an endowment of $ 25,000 for %g}}a;'shi 8¢ 7, A third victim of thet tragic | BT Covin
E'ﬁn"& s :

war was Eric Dennis, whose parents,Senator, . Dennis, made provision for the ol us
founding as a memorial to him of a Chair in Govermment and Politicel Science with | ol il
an endowment of $ 100,000. What honour can we pay that will be worthy of such e,

boys, logt in the welter of human folly? '
hhiqao

The Centennial Campaign/\is too fresh in our minds to call
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for much detail. The total subscriptions were $ 2,250,000. The outstanding gifts
were a helf million each from the Carnegie Corporation a.nd the Rockefeller Foundati ion, e, ' P
for the Medical School, (their gifts to date total about & 1,400,000), § 300,000 from  Mrs .
E. B. Eddy for the erection of-Shirreff Hall, § 250,000 from the British Empire Steel”
Corporation for the development of-science for industry, and $ 60,000 from the Hon,

W. A. Black to found the Chair of Gommerce_% e Tt Pk

I must comment further on the,late Mrs. Eddy./ She is the
largest single benefactor to date of this University, end her name will/be held in
grateful remembrance, as will also her charming personzl character. By the
provisions of her will, the University will in time benefit. to the extent of about
$ 700,000, Finelly, her brother, the late J. T. Shirreff, has left to the University
the reversion of $ 250,000 on the death of his widow. Directly or indirectly, ewr
our *special guest of tonight is responsible for these gifts, as well as the many
generous gifts he has personally made, including the residence for the President of the
University, costing § 20,000; and, if for no other of our many reasons, we shouldftender

him a tribute of honour tonight. oot Thih rest

Gifts large and small are coming to the University every month,
and are noted in my amnual Reports, the latest, that of Mr, James D. McKemna, of St. John,
erriving but yesterday. That of Colonel Leonard, of $ 35,000 of a few months a.go for

the science libraries,appeals strongly in that it came *
unsolicited and wnexpected. S f{,s; 71155 1 P 0,,;)

To all these named and umnamed Benefactors we here tonight
tender our appreciation; +to those living our heartfelt thanks, and to those who have
passed on our tribute to their memory and good deeds.

% The Hom RR.Banuetl”
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MUNRO DAY - 1928 = March 9th.
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It is fitting that & university like Delhousie, rdepending
as it does on private suPp?rt, should at regular intervals recall and psy due honour
to those who have made‘;ﬁe bfﬁrogress, indeed, at times, her very existence, =pesyiise.
In this respect Dalhousie has been rather remiss. It is my part tonight to present
a brief historical statement with respect_to our Benefactors and Munro Day. B g
In 2 Sense owr chitd 6!-e.i££aéﬁr— s owy Faunil;_f‘_, Lord Daolbousic, utho gavi ws o C charltr =
F: § Telgration, wm which Sp ¥ %Sug_; Wg"«»d o the %ﬂ% This @0 > el 3 e,
PR, b el 00T 3R bk w€ 5t charvreh o d WBn re=0rganized in 1863, Dalhousie started put on her new
career with bright promises and high hopes. One of those hopes wasAvﬁth her broad
charter and wide appeal she might be the means of federating e].}} thcﬁ,z?roﬁ fi?l L A Mioaw Pallok
/1 % colleges. The first benefactor was the Church of Scotland, whose pbopléscollected g
270 f a fund of § 30,000, wherewith they endowed the Chair of Mathematics. That was ;
gL & goodly sum in those days. an we.c ver forget v_@zawe owe to th an beset wntl
. Scottish Presbyteriafiss.. smgg%oré'iag%gﬁgndy:eﬂﬁhé'& Dt ssfebffthlsaé“ﬁlo%;}%%&?é:i ehg;fed,#;fi%ﬁ&'w.
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In the 70's, friafds of the pininz college came to her aid. These were benefa.cf‘o
indeed, for witﬂ,\ heir aid Dalhousie might & second time have closed her doors, as
had happened in 1843, Their names should be kept in remembrances -
Reve G. M. Grant | John Doull W™ J. Stairs Sanford Flemming
Sir. Wm. Young Hen.Robert Boak . Dr. Avery. Adam Burns-
Sir Charles Tupper John S, MacLean James Thomson Rr“%érrow
JMStairs Hon. J. Northup B. H. Collins .- Alexe. McLeod
J. Donaldson* A. K. Mackinlay T. A. Ritchie E. smith
R. H. Skimmings How.S‘ra.q&g Birowow .  Jef GobBewn Joton P Mot
W. P. Wssi- Feter J?anck , a8 wall o —ei Frfw--m s M vt a{“(—n
2e
ondy
It is true that the largest gift in 1870 washﬁﬂs 200; but one must not despise the
day of small things. We must recall that Dalhousie was a very smell thing in
those deys fifty years ago. I doubt if the anmal budget was much more than
$ 10,000. In 1879, in answer to a plea from the college for an endowment fund,
there were eight subscriptions of § 1,000 each; the attitude toward the college
was expanding, and the unit of gift was increasing. (I might add here that by

1892 it had reached $ 2,500, and in 1902 $ 5,000).

wis {TML.\— felion] . Helidosy and In 2@73! tdlsxe ‘G'eat Beliverer appeared. George Munro, a
native of Piectou County,, who,! became a successful publ isher in New York, endowed
the Chair of Physics, and within the next five years the Chairs of History, English,
Law and Philosophy. He s.lso,\rsupp‘t:rt‘éﬂi—ﬁ orships, or, as we would now call them,
ingtructorships, in Mathematics and in Classics. Nor did his bounty stop there.
He also durigq ten years supplied the sum of & 87,000 for scholarships,of $ 150 to
$ 200 per annum each, & relatively princely sum in those days, when a student could
go through college on $ 200 for the session. Munro's total gifts amounted to the
munificent sum of sbout § 220,000, which were at that time unparalleled in Canada.

I think it is not unfair to say that he set a fashiony for it was shortly after
this that Macdonald and Strathcona and others began their series of similer gifts

to MeGill University. Munro literally saved Delhousie, and sent her on her

future way rejoicing. Thereafter she might have her ups and downsg; : but her

continuance and progress could never be agein in doubt. He died in 1896. I%.

was certainly fitting and called-for that the university authorities maénab&_lt‘w 1‘3—'-
should set aside a dey in honour of Mr. Munro. It first appears in the celendar

on January 17th, 1883, as "George Munro Commemoration Day = No Lectures". - In

1891, it was shifted to November as "George Munro Day". By 1898 1t is
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shortened to "Munro Day". [May I add & personal note of apprecistion of the
generous gifts of Munro. I am probebly unique in that I have sampled gll his
benefactions -~ for four years I enjoyed one of his scholarships; I was Munro
Tutor in Physics; and I was Munro Professor of Physics. And I might add that
my co-tutor , that in Classics, was one Howard Murray, my old school teacher in
New Glasgow, and Dean of the University today.]

Certainly he had much to do with the gifts of:four other benefact

I have said thet Mr. Mﬁnro set & fashion over Canada.
> A oAt
‘gr‘s‘/\of"his"%me: -

John Macnab, whose will benefited the Uni versity to the amount of § 96,000.

Sir Williem Young (41 years Cheirmen of the Board of Governors), $ 68,000,
at various times.

Alexander McLeod, about $ 65,000, to endow- Chairs of Classics, Chemistry ani
Modern langusges.

Joseph lMatheson, of Lower L'Ardoise, who left by will a bequest of $ 15,000,

John P. Mott, of Dartmouth, who bequesthed $ 10,000.
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After Munro's time we do not find the University asking

60,000 was subscribed for & new project, a School of

Miﬂes-

TRVs was really the origin of the Nova Scotia Te

chnical College.

The

effort was John F, Stairs,

another of our great benefactors,

moving spé.&:it in thli,s
with both m"b_ney snd.,‘\'brains. This period is of great interest as showing how

the University is broadening its circle of friends; now we find,the names of
Greham, Centley, McKey, Carmicheael, MacGregor, Dand, Pa.ttersoniff New Glasgow, and

of those of other towns in the province. At the seme time ther
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among the Alumni for § 25,000 for a Library Building in honour of Professor Charles
Mecdonald, who had left the University in his will the sum of $ 2,000 as an
endowment for the purchase of books. I might add here that his great friend ang
colleague, Professor Johnson, left § 1,000 for the same purpose.

_ There is another lull in the Dalhousie :ftmwclai ahbairs
for another ten years. In 1911 "Studley" was acquired, and a campaign for mo?_gy' s
g for buildings and endoyment brought in subscriptions 0 j to $ 420,000, /A 1s Ths hes
o o R ﬂa;zé%%%ﬂf&%‘% o onﬁfﬁﬁggﬁ%?s“ ) Gt T Gubry ‘sonds £ ebSh e il
o oo gl S R 95 s Hose Whv eould zive Nérgats s,“i?ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁﬁ??@h&ps to speak of
individuals. But on the principle that these large sums meant much to the
University's being eble to accomplish its desires, one must mention the subscription
of Andrew Carnegie, § 40,000; J. H. Dunn, $ 25,000; W. H. Chase, § 20,000; Lord
Strathcona, § 15,0003 Mr, and Mrs. G, S. Campbell, $ 12,5003 F. B. McCurdy, $ 12,500
J. W. Carmichesel Compeny, $ 8,000;
W. B. Ross, § 7,500 each.
widened to England and the United States.

Another lull, covering the war years, byi
Centennial Campaign of 1920. . aspkicthis period is marked by
benefactions ,on account of then and pathetic eircumstances
and Mrs. Cempbell.provided a fund of about $ 60,000 for a Chair of
memorial to their only son, George, who died suddenly at the be
brillient medical career. George W. Stairs ('09), before going
his will with & bequest of $ 5,000 to his Alms Meter.

e ‘hm_—ﬂn's % one D’]t'ﬂ:!— uwosk Towah,

and J. Walter Allison, C. H. Cghan,
Agein the unit has increased, and the circle

John Macnab, an

ngs us to the
notable
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to the war, makes

He remains forever in France.
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George H. Campbell, only son of Mr. and Mrs. George S. Campbell, also gave his life

to his country, and is commemorated by his parents by an endowment of $ 25,000 for
scholarshipse A third victim of that tragic war was Eric Dennis, whose parents
Senator and Mrs. Dennis, made provision for the founding as a memorial to him of a

Cheir in Governmment and Political Science with en endowment of § 100,000. MW(ai~ o wour=
Com wi hay Hal will be werly of Guel boys, lest i The wilter 0§ human {-af[\jf

The Centennial Campaign is too fresh in our minds to call
for much detail. The total subscriptions were $ 2,250,000. The outstanding

dv‘_g%gt or 1k 4 n)aillion each from the Carnegie Corporation and the Rockefeller
oyndation ifts to date tofal about $.1,40p, )y & 300,000 from Mrs. E. B.
Ao M%ﬁ & the British Em 1res‘£¥e‘e°ir Torporetidh, and § 60,000 from the
Hon. W. A, Black to found the Chair of Commerce,

I must comment further on the late Mrs. Eddy. She
is the largest single benefactor to date of this University, and her name will be
held in grateful remembrance, as will also her charming personal character. By
the provisionsof her will, the University will in time benefit to the extent of about
$ 700,000, Finally, her brother, the late J. T. shirreff, has left to the University
the reversion of $ 250,000 on the death of his widow. Directly or indirectly,
our speclal guest of tonight is res onsib}ﬁqf r these gifts, as well as the many
generous gifts he has 1&1@@?%& g 'and, ig’“fafer%‘o hké)f"c?f‘géﬁ}ﬁiﬁé *Yessons,

we should tender him a tribute of hono?lr tonight.

Gifts large and small are coming to the University every

month, and are noted in my annual Reports, the latest, that of Mr. J. D. McKenna,
of St. John, arriving but yesterday. That of Colonel Leonard of $§ 35,000 oj—a{—w%wﬂl; aze

ff'rr e Sevimer. libvartss

Ge
appeals strongly in that it, as it were, came "out of the blue", wnsaliofed o %Wf“"”""“"’{-
To all these named and unnsmed Benefactors we hers

tonight tender our appreciation; to those living our heartfelt thenks, and to
those who have passed on our tribute to their memory and good deeds.

March 8, 1928.
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