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VI.

COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY (UNU)

The fact that the Executive Director of UNITAR is an “ex-officio” member of the Council of
UNU obviously facilitates mutual information and helps to avoid overlapping and duplications.
Nevertheless, the intellectual approach of both institutions towards research and training is quite
different and has made concrete cooperation more difficult so far.
A very encouraging first concrete action took place in the recent past. The Global Environment
Information Centre (GEIC) - a joint initiative of the United Nations University and the Japanese
Ministry of Environment - is assisting UNITAR’s CC:TRAIN programme through the design,
production and distribution of the “CC:TRAIN Training Package on Climate Change and the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change: Challenges and Opportunities” on
CD-ROM. This training package, developed by UNITAR and its partners in 1995 and updated in
1996, is designed to provide non-specialists with a comprehensive overview on climate change
and the Climate Change Convention, It is currently available only in print in English, French and
Spanish. The CD-ROM version of the package is being produced by the GEIC in cooperation
with UNITAR, the UNFCCC and UNEP’s Information Unit on Conventions and will be
available shortly. The complete 600 page training package in all three languages will be available
on a single CD-ROM.
As well, the Coordinator of the Fellowship Programme in Peacemaking and Preventive
Diplomacy presented a paper at the United Nations System in the 21st Century Annual
Symposium on “Peace and Security” held at the UNU in November, 1996. This will be
published in a volume to be edited by the UNU.
Finally, UNITAR has cooperated closely with UNU for the preparation and editing of a “Teacher
Training Manual on Environmental Law”. This Manual is intended to "be a comprehensive set of
documents that can be used by teaching faculty to either strengthen or establish courses in
environmental law. The Manual covers 14 different topics, and is organized so that the teacher
has immediate access to tools needed for classes: lecture notes, overheads, information sources,
case studies, modules, reading materials and teaching methodologies. Lecture notes are designed
so that they can be copied directly and distributed, as with overheads. Information sources also
point to and incorporate useful sources on the world wide web, and so on. The Manual has just
been published in Tokyo.
Potential fields of cooperation between UNU and UNITAR are great. Ways will have to be
found to translate into training programmes, for instance, the output of research activities, and
vice-versa. For example, discussions are being held on cooperation in regard to UNITAR’s
Programme of Training for the Application of Environmental Law. This is being pursued in
collaboration with the new Japanese Strategies Institute for the Global Environment. Joint
ventures will develop synergies to help develop the programmes and raise funds. Rather a lot of
ground still remains to be covered.

D.

COOPERATION WITH REGIONAL AND NATIONAL, PUBLIC AND NON
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE THE UNITED
NATIONS SYSTEM

Since the beginning o f the restructuring process, the Member States have frequently invited “the
Institute to further develop its cooperation with United Nations institutes and other relevant national,
regional and international institutes” (resolution 50/121 dated 23 February 1996).
As previously mentioned, UNITAR’s restructuring process was developed on the basis o f a
permanent quest for cooperation, including institutions outside the United Nations. The network of
collaborative links has in fact greatly expanded over the last few years to include several thousand.
UNITAR International Conferences on Heavy Crude, for example, involves over 2,000 specialists,
and the AfricaGIS programme has established a data base o f regular correspondents amounting to
500 names and addresses.
Cooperation ranges from occasional (exchange of information or material) to regular and specific
context, such as the recruitment o f resource persons and trainers. Here again, the network
established with institutions or individuals is quite broad. For instance, the programme on Debt and
Financial Management currently has a roster o f specialists and resource persons comprising over one
hundred fact-sheets. Other training and capacity building programmes o f UNITAR could also be
cited: the lists o f contact persons with the Chemicals and Waste Management programme includes
hundreds o f names.
In some cases, UNITAR relies on regional institutions for networking, in order to facilitate a
multiplying and accelerating effect. In the case o f the programme on implementing the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (CC:TRAIN), the three institutions which are acting as
regional partners o f UNITAR are developing their network vertically in their respective region, and
then through UNITAR, horizontally among the regions.
A number o f institutions which participate in UNITAR training activities are government
departments or academia, generally designated by the Permanent Missions o f their countries to the
United Nations Office at Geneva. These partnerships have been another main feature in UNITAR’s
strategy for programme development. The training and capacity building ventures take place in situ,
at country or regional levels, allowing greater cost/effectiveness ratio compared to the potential costs
of bringing trainees to a fixed campus. These national - generally governmental - partner institutions
are not mentioned in the following list. They would number dozens, in the field o f environmental
training and capacity building programmes, in which UNITAR considers its role as mainly catalytic.
These numerous partner institutes are mostly based in developing countries.
Donor agencies, governmental or private, whose support is purely financial, are not listed here if
they are not involved in the substance o f the training. They are however listed in the bi-annual
Report o f the Executive Director to the General Assembly. Obviously, these donor agencies are
mostly based in industrialized countries.

In attempting to provide information to the Member States on action taken by UNITAR
following their resolutions, it would certainly be too cumbersome to list the thousands of names
and addresses of individuals and institutions. Such a list would spread the emphasis and thus
carry less weight. Instead, a selection of a limited number of institutions has been compiled, as
an illustration of UNITAR’s collaborative links. The following list includes only institutes and
organizations with which cooperation has been developed on a regular and constant basis, usually
following a written agreement between UNITAR and the relevant institution.

Roster by region, of some selected national and regional, governmental and non-governmental institutions outside the United Nations
system with which UNITAR maintains close and constant working links

Name and Nature of the Institution
A.

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities

Europe

Foundation for International Law and Development (FIELD), NGO,
London, UK

The co-developers of CC:TRAIN training packages on Climate
Change and the UNFCCC, Preparing the National Communications
of Non-Annex I Parties, and Preparing a National Climate Change
Implementation Strategy

German Technical Assistance Agency (GTZ)

UNITAR and GTZ have cooperated on various occasions in the
context of UNITAR’s chemicals programmes. Joint activities have
been conducted in UNITAR/UNEP’s Training Programme on the
Implementation of the London Guidelines and the Prior Informed
Consent Procedure. A comprehensive review of the programme and
its impact at the country level were conducted by GTZ in 1996. GTZ
has also been closely involved in the planning phase of the
UNITAR/IOMC Pilot Capacity Building Programme.
UNITAR, through its collaboration with OSS is working in strong
relation with GTZ for the DIS programme for pilot projects in Mali
and Tunisia.

Graduate Institute for International Studies, Geneva

The Graduate Institute for International Studies in Geneva is a long
term partner of UNITAR in the training in International Affairs
Management. UNITAR calls frequently upon specialists and lecturers
from the institute to serve as resource persons for various training
events organized in and outside of Geneva. The faculty of the
Institute includes professors from all over the world. This
international and intercultural component as well as the various
disciplines taught here (international law, international economics

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
and international relations make of the Graduate Institute a natural
partner of UNITAR.

The Hague Academy of International Law

Cooperation with the Hague Academy of International Law, The
Hague, Netherlands, takes place withing the UNITAR Fellowship on
International Law. This annual Fellowship Programme financed by
the UN Legal Department enables the participants to attend both the
UNITAR core seminar on International Law as well as the summer
lectures on Public and Private International Law of The Hague
Academy which are being organized at the site of the International
Court of Justice in the Hague.

Institute of Scientific Research for Development in Cooperation
(ORSTOM), Paris

Withing the framework of "Interafrica" programme, ORSTOM,
jointly with UNITAR, has launched a training programme for
administrative and technical executives to prepare developing
countries for the new deal of the “information society”.

International Institute for Public Administration (IIAP), Paris

UNITAR cooperates with the Institute International d’Administration
Publique, Paris, France for the design and conduct of courses for IIAP
trainees once or twice a year. Twenty to twenty-five junior diplomats
from various developing countries or countries with economies in
transition are trained in each course in the field of International
Relations and Multilateral Diplomacy. The courses are conducted in
French.

(World Conservation Union (IUCN), Gland, Switzerland

UNITAR’s programme of Training for the Application of
Environmental Law has been produced in cooperation with the
Environmental Law Centre of the IUCN. In addition, authors for the
Courses of Correspondence Instruction prepared under this
Programme have been selected from amongst the global membership
of IUCN’s Commission on Environmental Law. A review meeting
under UNITAR’s Environmental Law Programme was held at
IUCN’s facilities in Bonn, Germany in March 1997 and UNITAR

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
participated in an IUCN sponsored training workshop for
environmental law professors in the Asian region at Singapore in
June 1997.

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

OECD and UNITAR are cooperating in a number of its chemicals
programmes. In the context of UNITAR’s Pollutant Release and
Transfer Register (PRTR) Programme, a number of guidance
materials were developed, in close coordination with OECD and
building on OECD’s substantive work in this domain. Furthermore, a
series of regional workshops have been organized, together with
OECD namely in Australia, June 1996, the Czech Republic, January
1997, and Mexico, July 1997.
OECD is also involved in the UNITAR/IOMC National Profile
Programme as well as in the UNITAR/IOMC Pilot Capacity Building
Programme. In the latter, cooperation is being explored towards the
joint development of a resource document on assistance activities of
bi-lateral technical assistance agencies in the field of chemicals
management.
In addition, OECD, through its “Club du Sahel” is being involved in
the DIS programme.

Observatory of the Sahara and Sahel (OSS), Paris

The mision of OSSis to work towards the optimal use of resources
allocated to combating desertification through cooperation with its
partners, using their skills and experience. To achieve this objective,
OSS stimulates African scientific and technical know-how and
heightens the effectiveness of resouces. In the field of new
information and communication technologies, OSS and UNITAR
have joined their efforts through the AFRICAGIS programme and the
DIS project.

B.

Africa

Environement et Développement du Tiers-Monde (ENDA-TM),

The CC:TRAIN regional partner institution coordinating the

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities

NGO, Dakar, Senegal

programme in Africa through the provision of training and technical
support, and the development of training materials.
ENDA-TM is currently runing the social component of the UIS
Dakar pilot project by building the multi urban social actors home
page of Dakar.

Macroeconomic and Financial Management Institute of Eastern and
Southern Africa (MEFMI)

At the regional/national level, contacts have been developed with
organizations involved in debt and financial management issues like
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the
Organization for African Unity (OAU), the African Capacity
Building Initiative (ACBF), as well as the Macroeconomic and
Financial Management Institute of Eastern and Southern Africa
(MEFMI).
UNITAR has strived to develop symbiotic relations with regional
training institutes like MEFMI. UNITAR has already signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with MEFMI in which UNITAR
developed two workshops on Negotiation Theory and Practice in
relation to bilateral, multilateral, and commercial negotiations. To
support these workshops, UNITAR also developed for MEFMI two
training packages in the field of multilateral and commercial
negotiations which were used as background reading material.
UNITAR will be negotiating joint training activities with MEFMI as
of end of this year.

Southern Centre for Energy and the Environment (SCEE), NGO,
Flarare, Zimbabwe

A developer of the CC:TRAIN Training Package on Climate Change
Mitigation Analysis in cooperation with ENDA.

African Sub Regional Organisations: CILSS, ECOWAS, IGAD,
SADC, UMA and other national organisations (CSE, CNTIG ...)

In the framework of the DIS programme with the CCD Secretariat
and OSS, strong technical relations have been established with
African sub-regional organizations to develop communication
information systems tools to combat desertification.
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Name and Nature of the Institution
C.

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities

Asia and the Pacific

Centre for Environment & Resource Studies (CEARS), University of
Waikato, research and academic institution, Hamilton, New Zealand

The Developer of the CC:TRAIN Training Package on Climate
Change Vulnerability & Adaptation Assessment and partner in the
proposed UNITAR International Global Climate Institute

The China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), Beijing, China:
State enterprise responsible for management of the national oil
resources

UNITAR and CNPC have signed an agreement for the organization
of the Seventh UNITAR International Conference on Heavy Crude
and Tar Sands. The Conference will take place in Beijing, in October
1998, for the first time in the Eastern hemisphere.
The general theme of the Conference is “Heavy Oil - A Major
Source of Energy for the 21 st Century”. The various topics dealt with
will include: environment, production, processing, refining and
upgrading, handling and transportation, economics, legislation, etc...
Several hundred persons are expected to participate in the
Conference.
The United States Department of Energy (US DOE) and Petroleos
de Venezuela, S.A. (PDVSA) are co-sponsoring this Seventh
International Conference.

Foundation for Advanced Studies on International Development
(FASID), Tokyo

For the Tokyo based Foundation for Advanced Studies on
International Development UNITAR is designing and executing
training courses on International Organizations on an annual basis.
Every year UNITAR organizes a training course to prepare about 20
to 25 young Japanese Professionals from various governmental
agencies for their entry into the UN system.

Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Singapore

Since 1994, Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) of Singapore and
UNITAR have been conducting a conference series on various
aspects of peace-keeping. Joined by the National Institute for
Research Advancement (NIRA) of Japan in 1995, the organizers aim
at bringing National Institutes together, in an informal, closed-door

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
setting, key actors from governments, the United Nations system,
military, academia and the NGO community. Conference
participants review and debate on matters related to peace-keeping,
share ideas and offer recommendations to decision-making circles.
The report and recommendations of the Conference series are
submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as well as
to Member States. It is also published in book form by Kluwer Law
International. The National Institute for Research Advancement
(NIRA) of Japan is cooperating in the endeavour in terms of both
substance and funding.

South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), inter
governmental organization, Apia, Western Samoa

D.

The CC:TRAIN regional partner institution coordinating the
CC:TRAIN/PICCAP programme in the Pacific Region through the
provision of training and technical support, and the development of
training materials

Latin America and the Caribbean

Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano (FFLA), NGO, Quito, Ecuador

The CC:TRAIN regional partner institution coordinating the
CC:TRAIN programme in Latin America and the Caribbean through
the provision of training and technical support, and the development
of training materials

Fundación Natura, Ecuador

UNITAR and Fundación Natura cooperated in the past in the context
of the UNEP/UNITAR Training Programme on the Implementation
of the London Guidelines and the Prior Informed Consent Procedure.
The organization was involved in the comprehensive evaluation of
the training programme in several Latin American countries in 1995,
including an evaluation of its impact at the country level.

University of Chile, Santiago

Since 1990, the School of Geography, Faculty of Architecture and

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
Urbanism at the University of Chile and UNITAR have been
cooperating in the areas of GIS and Environmental Information
Systems (EIS). This has extended beyond training for Chilean
nationals to the design and conduct of a series of joint regional
training events. More recently, the two institutions have drafted a
Memorandum of Understanding to conduct a pilot project in the area
of urban management information systems with the Municipality of
Santiago. If successful, the methodology and material from this
programme will be expanded, through the University of Chile, to
other cities in Latin America.

E.

North America

The Carnegie Corporation of New York, philantrophic foundation

The Carnegie Corporation of New York has been particularly helpful
in sponsoring a number of UNITAR programmes over the last four
years. It has provided funding support for the UNITAR-IPA
Fellowship Programme in Peacemaking and Preventive Diplomacy
for the last four years and has already made a commitment for
funding support for next year as well. The Carnegie Corporation was
also one of the major supporters of the ICJ/UNITAR Colloquium to
celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the International Court of Justice
and the subsequent publication of the proceedings of this meeting.
As well, the Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict
commissioned a research project by a senior UNITAR staff member
which is being published by Rowman and Littlefield in conjunction
with the Commission as a book entitled, Sustainable Peace: The Role
o f the UN and Regional Organizations.

Clark University, research and academic institution, Worcester, MA,
USA

Since 1989, the IDRISI Project at The Clark Labs fo r Cartographic
Technology and Geographic Analysis at Clark University (hereafter
Clark Labs) and UNITAR have a cooperation in training programmes
for the use and applications of Geographical Information Systems
(GIS). With technical, programmatic and substantive support from

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
Clark Labs (designer of IDRISI software, one of the leading not-forprofit GIS software around the world that is based in a n academic
centre) many small research teams in developing countries were able
to get the necessary training and establish their GIS capabilities.
Clark Labs have also produced a series of UNITAR Workbooks in
Explorations in Geographic Information Systems Technology.
Finally, Clark University is the primary collaborator in the
CC:TRA1N Spatial Information Systems for Climate Change
Programme. More recently, the two institutions have undertaken
work in the area of urban management information systems in the
context o f a pilot project with the municipality o f Cebu City,
Philippines. If successful, plans are to extend the methodology and
training material derived from this pilot project to other cities around
the world.

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC)
(created under the environmental side accord to NAFTA)

UNITAR and CEC have collaborated in a UNITAR Pollutant Release
and Transfer (PRTR) Programme in which Mexico participated as a
pilot country. Lessons learned and experiences gained from this pilot
programme were discussed during a recent PRTR Workshop for the
Americas, Queretaro, Mexico, 29-31 July 1997, which was organized
jointly by CEC. OECD, and UNITAR. More than 50 participants
from various Latin American and Caribbean countries as well as
representatives from OECD countries and international organizations
participated in this event.

The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

The Fletcher School - MIT Workshop on Multilateral Environmental
Negotiation is one of the world’s best known programmes in the
teaching of environmental negotiation. Following UNITAR’s request
the team agreed to provide a workshop for the New York based
diplomats. In view of the outstanding impact of the workshop,
negotiations are on-going with the Fletcher -MIT team to offer this

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
course at least twice a year in New York.

The Ford Foundation, philantropic foundation

The Ford Foundation has been most helpful in supporting a number
of UNITAR projects over the last several years. These have included
a project by a senior UNITAR staff member which has been
published by Kluwer Law International entitled The United Nations
as a Dispute Settlement System: Improving Mechanisms fo r the
Prevention and Resolution o f Conflict. As well, the Ford Foundation
was a major contributor to the ICJ/UNITAR Colloquium to Celebrate
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the International Court of Justice and the
subsequent publication of the proceedings of this meeting which is
being published by Martinus Nijhof Publishers and is entitled,
Increasing the Effectiveness o f the International Court o f Justice.
Finally, the Foundation also funded a set of six peacekeeping training
tapes which have been widely used by Member States as a training
package for peacekeepers.

Hampshire Research Institute, USA

UNITAR and the Hampshire Research Institute had an on-going
collaboration over the past years towards the development of
guidance and training materials to be used in UNITAR’s chemicals
management programmes. Hampshire Research Institute has been
particularly involved in the development of guidance documents for
UNITAR’s Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR)
Programme and has also participated in country based events,
including training activities in Mexico and the recent PRTR
Workshop for the Americas, which was held in Queretaro, Mexico,
29-31 July 1997.

International Peace Academy, non-governmental organizatino which
provides training and research on the UN and regional orgnaizations

Over the past five years, UNITAR and the International Peace
Academy have co-sponsored the UNITAR-IPA Fellowship
Programme in Peacemaking and Preventive Diplomacy. The
Fellowship Programme, which provides advanced training in conflict

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
analysis, negotiation and mediation for UN staff, diplomats from
foreign ministries, and staff from regional organizations is divided
into two parts. The Core Programme is held each year in Burg
Schlaining, Austria and the Extended Programme is held at the
International Peace Academy in New York. The programme draws
upon the expertise and training experience of both institutions and
joint sponsorship has enriched the programme’s content and assisted
in fundraising.

University of Texas at Austin (UTA)

Institute of Latin American Studies (ILAS) at the University of Texas
at Austin is one of the largest centers in the United States with a wide
range of expertise and faculty members. In view of its mandate for
the Latin American and Caribbean Region, the UNITAR New York
Office established discussions with counterparts at the University.
The outcome of this negotiation was formalized in a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) signed in May 1997 by the two institutions,
providing for a wide range of joint activities. In the immediate future
this is translating into the provision of human and financial resources
to UNITAR for the development of the Urban Information
Management Project in Santiago, in the establishment of a Visiting
Scholar Programme on a continuous basis, and in the provision of
faculty of resource persons for a number of programmes in New York
in Spanish throughout 1998.

US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA)

UNITAR and US EPA have collaborated in the context of the
UNITAR Pollutant Release and Transfer (PRTR) Programme. US
EPA staff have participated in country-based PRTR training activities
in Mexico, one of the PRTR pilot countries, and have provided expert
advice and input to Mexico, as well as to UNITAR, based on
experience gained with the US PRTR programme.

World Resource Institute (WRI)

WRI is an independant, non profit-making center for policy research
and technical assistance on global environmental and socio-economic

Name and Nature of the Institution

Domain of cooperation and short description of activities
development issues. WRI is very much involved in the preparation,
organisation and follow up of the AFRICAGIS programme.
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23 UNITAR/CBI/Fletcher "Stocktaking" of G77 strategies in the context of

climate change, biosafety and forest negotiation(E)

J a n u a ry
25
24
26
14
F e b ru a ry
16
21
22
M a rc h

1

W orkshop on the structure., drafting and adoption of United Nations
resolutions (E)
INTEL/UNITAR Campus on new communication technologies and
diplomacy (E)
Series on issues related to the functions and workings of the Bretton
Woods Institutions, Session 1: World Bank briefing on Energy (E)
WIPO/UNITAR series on intellectuafproperty rights: challenges and
opportunities in the 21st century (E)

13W orkshop on the art o f public speaking (E)
14
28
A p r il

Briefing on Financing for development

2 - UNITAR/IPS/JIAA Conference Series on Peacekeeping - 5th
3 Conference

3 - Workshop for African diplomats on the legal aspects o f external debt
5 management and negotiation (E)
9 - Briefing for the new members of permanent missions on the work of the
16 United Nations (A/C/E/F/R/S)
19

UNCHS (Habitat) / UNITAR briefing on the GA special session on the
implementation of the Habitat agenda: Istanbul +5

24
Workshop on international law n e g o tia tio n s - methods and techniques (E)
27
M ay

8 - Workshop on team development (E)
9
10
Workshop on effective speaking
11
16

Briefing on the Economic and Social Council for new members of the
Council (E/F/S)

22
Briefing on Environmental Law (E)
24
June

14 DMAN/UNITAR series on public-private partnership for sustainable
development, session I (E)
15
18 UTA/UNITAR campus on international trade (E)
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22
27
29

July

DHL/UNITAR workshop on the structure, retrieval and use of United
Nations documentation (E)

5 W orkshop on the United Nations budgetary process (E)
21

A u g u st
22
27

Workshop on international economics and finance:__Strategies for
economic development through investment and trade (E)
WIPO/UNITAR series on intellectual property rights: challenges and
opportunities in the 21st century (E)

12- General briefing for new delegates on the work of the fifty-sixth session of

Septem ber 13 the General Assembly (A/C/E/F/R/S)

14,
Special briefings for new delegates on the work of the Main Committees
17,
(A/C/E/F/R/S)
18

O ctober

3 - Workshop on the structure, drafting and adoption of United Nations
5 resolutions (E)
9
17
18

N ovem ber

Series on issues related to the functions and workings of the Bretton
Woods Institutions: Session II: IMF Debriefing (E)
UNU/UNITAR series: Pre-COP6 Workshop for the Framework Convention
on Climate Change (E)

5 - Workshop on the structure, drafting and adoption of United Nations
7 resolutions (F)
8 - ColumbiaJJniversity/UNITAR workshop on civil-military coordination in
9 peacebuilding projects
14
Workshop on the art of public speaking (E)
15
26
Briefing on the Security Council for members of the Council (E/F/S)
30

D ecem ber

6 DMAN/UNITAR series on public-private partnership for sustainable
-7 development, Session II (E)
10
WTO/UNITAR workshop on international trade negotiation (E)
13
18
UNITAR workshop on team development (E)
19
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Geneva, 27 November 2001

Ms. Elizabeth Mann-Borgese
International Ocean Institute
Dalhousie University
1226 LeMarchant Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3H 3P7
CANADA
Fax: +1 902 494-2034

RECEIVED DK o 4 2m

Madam,
I have the pleasure to inform you that the Hiroshima Prefectural Government and the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR) will be organizing an International Conference on Sea and Security to be held
in H iroshim a, Japan, from 6 to 8 M arch 2002.
The Conference will focus on selected topics o f particular interest to the Asia-Pacific region, most notably the
degradation o f coastal zones, climate change and sea level rise, security of food stocks and manmade disasters at
sea. The organizers will be hosting some 50 senior government officials, experts and scholars from around the
world. Selected sessions will be open to the public and media as the issue is one of high priority for the Hiroshima
Prefecture. The proceedings of the Conference will be published in book form.
The Conference is part o f a Series being launched under the auspices of the Hiroshima Prefectural Government
and UNITAR, which, in early 2001, established a partnership entitled the UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes. The
objective of the partnership is to organize training and related capacity-building activities for the Asia-Pacific
Region, with a view to promoting economic and social development and enhancing peace and security. A first
Workshop in the Series, on the Management and Conservation of World Heritage Sites, was conducted in
Hiroshima in October 2001.
We would immensely appreciate it if you could participate in this Conference as a keynote speaker. The attached
Tentative Agenda is only indicative and has not been officially released. We have taken the liberty o f adding your
name to the list of speakers, but o f course remain open to any comments and recommendations you may have.
Should you have any immediate questions, please do not hesitate to contact me (direct tel: +41 22 917 85 88, email: nflssHne.azimifgiunitar.org) or my assistant Ms. Hiroko Nakayama (direct tel: +41 22 917 85 33, e-mail:
hiroko nflkayamagiiinitar.org:) in Geneva. We will contact you early next week to seek your reactions.
In advance thank you for your kind consideration, and best regards.

ft.
Nassrine Azimi
Senior Programme Coordinator
UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes
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International Conference on Sea and Security
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Tentative A venda (Rev. 3 as o f 27November)
N ot all speakers contacted as vet/document not for distribution
Tuesday. 5 March
7.3 0 p.in.

Arrival of Participants and Conference Registration
Informal Working Dinner

Day 1
9.00 a.m.

Wednesday, 6 March (session open to public)
Welcome Remarks by Conference Co-Chairs:
Yuzan Fujita, Governor, Hiroshima Prefectural Government
Marcel Boisard, Executive Director, UNITAR

9.15 a.m.

Keynote Address:
People, the sea and the environment: Interlinkages and dependencies
Elisabeth Mann-Borgese (tbc)

9.45 a.m.

Objectives of the Conference and tire UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes
Nassrine A2imi, Senior Programme Coordinator, UNITAR

10.00 a.m.

Session I: Sea and Global Change
Can the Kyoto compromise protect the sea and its resources?
(This session will focus on the new findings and science of sea level rise, coastal zone
management, and sea resources, and reviews possible scenarios for the next century)
Chair: Michael Zammit Cutajar, Former Executive Secretary, UNFCCC
Secretariat (tbc)
Presenter: Jean-Ctaude Duplessy, Centre nationale de la recherche
scientifique(CNRS), France(tbc)

10.30 a.m.

Panelists:
HE. Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Chairman, Alliance o f Small Island States (AOSlS)(tbc)
Gil Jacinto, Marine Science Institute, The Philippines (tbc)

11.00 a.m.

Tea break

11.15 a.m.

Session I - discussions continued

12.30p.m.

Lunch break
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2.00 p.m.
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Session II (closed session)
The Sea and Global Change: InterrelationshiD between degradation of coastal zones and
the environment (This session will focus on case studies related to issues faced by coastal
zones in the Asia-Pacific region and innovative cases on coastal-zone management)
Chair: Faimalaga Luka, Prime Minister o f Tuvalu (tbc)
Presenter: NAME, (20 mins)

2.20 p.m.

Panelists:
Professor Dave Eaton, University o f Texas at Austin (tbc)

2.50 p.m.

Discussions continued

3.55 p.m.

Tea Break

4.10 p.m.

Session III (closed session)
The Sea and Global Change: impact on fish stocks and the issue of food and
economic security
(The focus of this session will be on the declining fish stocks, the issue of food security
for dependent populations and indigenous fisherman vs. commercial international fishing
operations.)
Chair: Didier J. Cherpitel, Federation o f Red Cross and the Red Crescent (tbc)
Presenter: NAME (20 mins)

4.30 p.m.

Panelists:
Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, GEF/UNDP/IMO Regional Programme on Marine Pollution
Prevention and Management in East Asian Seas Region, The Philippines (tbc)
Dr. B A Hamzah, Director-General, Maritime Institute o f Malaysia (tbc)

5.00 p.m.

Discussions continued

6.00 p.m.

End o f Day 1

7.00 pm

Dinner Hosted by the Prefectural Government

Day 2

Thursday. 7 March

8.30 a.m.

Session IV (closed session)
The Sea and Man-made Disasters
(This session will focus on the problematic of large-scale pollution.)
Chair: William O’Neil, Secretary General, International Maritime Organization (tbc)
Presenter: NAME, (20 mins) Senior government official (e.g. Governor) o f a region
affected by oil spills or other large scale pollution

8.50 a.m.

Panelists:
Sir John Browne, CEO, British Petroleum (tbc)
Environmental Group (tbc)

2 o f3
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9.20 a.m.

Discussions continued

10.30 a.m.

Tea Break
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10.50 a.m.

Session IV (contd.)
The Sea and Man-made Disasters
(This session focuses on the sea transportation industry)
Chair: Professor Akio Inoue, Senior Special Fellow, UNITAR and Professor,
Tenri University (tbc)
Presenter: Dr. Hasjim Djalal, Ambassador-at-large, Law o f the Sea and Maritime Affairs,
Indonesia (tbc)

11.10 a.m.

Panelists:
Professor Robert Beckman, Faculty o f Law, National University ofSingapore (tbc)
NAME, maritime transportation and shipping company

11.40 a.m.

Discussions Continued

12.30 p.m.

Lunch Break

2,00 p.m.

Studv Tour

6.00 p. m.

End o f Day II

Day 3

Friday, S M arch (session ooen to Duhlic)
Chair: Conference Co-Chairs:
Yuzan Fujita, Governor, Hiroshima Prefectural Government
Marcel Boisard, United Nations Assistant Secretary General,
Executive Director, UNJTAR

9.00 a.m. -

Keynote Address:
The Sea and Security: Moratoriums on the use of the resources of the sea
- Dnident action or an over-reaction?
NAM E

9.45 a.m.

Tea Break

10.00 a.m.

Session V
Conclusions and Recommendations

11.00 p.m.

Concluding Remarks by Co-Chairs
Governor Yuzan Fujita and Dr. Marcel Boisard,

11.30 p.m.

End of Conference

12.00 p.m.

Press Briefing
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To : Ms. Elisabeth Mann Borgese
International Ocean Institute

Date : 8 January 2002

Fax N b: 1 902 494 1334
From :

Hiroko Nakayama
Associate Programme Officer
UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes

REF : HN/2002/* 02.

Nb of page : 6

Dear Ms. Mann-Borgese,

On behalf of the UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes and Ms. Azimi, Senior Programme
Coordinator, I would like to thank you very much for the excellent news regarding your
participation. We are looking forward to having the pleasure to meet you in Hiroshima. Also
thank you for your suggestion for change in the title. We will keep you updated on the
progress.
Herewith please find some information on the Conference. The same in digital version has
been sent to you by e-mail on 2 January 2002.
With all best wishes for the New Year,

Hiroko Nakayama
Associate Programme Officer
UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes
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U nited Nations Institute for T raining and R esearch (UNITAR) &
the Hiroshima Prefectural G overnment

International Conference on Sea and Human Security
Hiroshima, Japan, 6-8 March 2002
BACKGROUND
Strong links of interdependence bind man to the sea*1. At every level of the history of humankind, the sea has
played a critical role. That influence continues today, even as enormous threats to the seas appear in the form of
pollution, climate change, degradation of coastal zones and food security, manmade disasters and nuclear arms
proliferation, among others. The protection of seas, marine resources and coastal zones, home to the majority of
the world’s population, thus remains key to human survival.
The concept of human security, an increasingly holistic and comprehensive interpretation of security issues, is
one that is gaining ground in multilateral forums, and which has a direct impact on the manner in which policies
and practices for the management of seas and oceans are evolving. The atomic experience of Hiroshima, the
effective policies mobilized for its reconstruction, and the deep commitment of its people and authorities to share
their experience with others have acted as the foundation to the establishment, with UNITAR, of forums for
dialogue and action on issues related to human security in the Asia-Pacific region.
OBJECTIVE
It is against this background that the Hiroshima Prefectural Government and UNITAR will host a conference in
March 2002 on human security with particular reference to the sea and environmental issues.
The Conference is designed for policy makers and researchers, and is intended to provide a platform for the
exchange of information and know-how related to sea and security, as well as to increase awareness of these
topics among government administrators and other experts. The Conference should also play a crucial role in
assisting UNITAR and the Prefecture in the design of their future training activities in this area. In cooperation
with academic partners, the proceedings of the Conference will be published in book form.
The Conference will mainly focus on policy issues viewed through different prisms, namely physical
(scientific), cultural, economic, legal and institutional.2 Selected Conference sessions will be open to the public
and media as the topic is of high importance to the people of Japan and the Asia-Pacific region in general.
PROGRAMME FOCUS AND PARTNERS
UNITAR and the Hiroshima Prefectural Government established the UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes in early
2001. The objective of this joint initiative, currently in its pilot phase, is to design and conduct training and
capacity-building activities in the Asia-Pacific region with a view to enhancing peace and security, and promoting
economic and social development. Three events are being conducted in Hiroshima throughout the pilot phase.
They will deal with (1) management of world natural and cultural heritage sites, (2) sea and human security and
(3) post-disaster management and reconstruction. These events will help to determine the content and focus of
the future training activities to be put in place after the pilot phase.
SPEAKERS AND CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS
Speakers will be selected from among practitioners and leading scholars in Japan and the rest of the world, and
through the Programmes’ many partners. The conference participants will be selected from among mid to high
level governm ent officia ls of relevant Ministries (e.g. Internal/Home Affairs, Trade, Industry, Environment,
Fishery, Science, Tourism etc.) in the Asia-Pacific region. In addition, a limited number of representatives from
non-governmental organizations (NGO), national academic institutions, the private sector, tour operators and
press/media of the region may also participate. It is envisaged that participants will represent a multi-disciplinary
group, involving professionals from political, economic, legal and scientific backgrounds.
F or fu rth e r Inform ation please contact: UNITAR Hiroshim a Programmes
Palais des N ations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland. Tel. +41 22 917 85 88/85 33, Fax. +41 22 917 80 47.

’ In this Series, the term "Sea' is used in a holistic and comprehensive sense, and includes oceans, inland seas and lakes.
1 As presented by leading scholar, Elisabeth Mann Borgese, in "The Oceanic Circle - governing the seas as 3 global resource", United
Nations University Press, 1998_
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REGISTRATION FORM
I hereby confirm my participation in the International Conference on Sea and Human
Security, to be held in Hiroshima, Japan from 6 to 8 March 2002.

Name (pis underline last name): .................................................................................................
Professional title:

.................................................................................................

Institution:

.................................................................................................

Full Mailing Address:

..................................................................................................

Telephone:

................................................

Fax:

E-mail :

................................................

Date of Birth:

Passport No:

................................................

Passport Expiration Date:

Signature:

.................................................

Date:

............................
..............

............................

Please attach your biodata not exceeding 10 lines (2-3 paragraphs)
to appear in the presentation of speakers.

UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland
Tel: (+41 22) 917 8588/917 8533; Fax: (+41 22) 917 8047;
E-mail: nassrine azimi@unitar.org / hiroko.nakayama@unitar.org
www.unitar.org/hiroshima
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G uidelines fo r P resen tatio n s
Phase review the following terms o f your participation, and do not hesitate to contact the Conference
Secretarial for any questions you may have. The technical requirements" (page 3) should he returned
to the Secretariat by Friday, February 1", 2002.
•

You will be given 15-20 minutes to make your presentation. It will be followed by a question
and answer segment at the end of each session.

•

Please send us a 1-page outline of your presentation, which will be included in the background
documents to be disseminated to all conference participants. Please email the presentation to
Email: hiroko.nakavama@unitar.org
The format should be in Microsoft Word. Please note that we do not support Apple Macintosh
format. All papers should reach the Conference Secretariat no later than Friday, February 1st,
2002.

•

We recommend that your presentation (both oral and written) should follow, albeit loosely, the
following structure:
1.
2.
3.

Introduction and background o f issue
Personal/direct experience/observations
Problems/recommendations for future

•

Please be attentive to time limits. It is recommended that written papers be submitted beforehand
and that the representation time be used to highlight points of particular importance.

•

The structure of the conference is as follows:
Session I: Sea and Global Change (open session)
Can the Kvoto compromise protect the sea and its resources?
(This session will focus on the new findings and science of sea level rise, coastal zone
management, and sea resources, and reviews possible scenarios for the next century)

UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes________________ 1___________________________________

Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel. +41 22 917 85 88 / 917 85 33

Fax. +41 22 917 80 47
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Session II (closedsession)
The Sea and Global Change: Interrelationship between degradation of coastal zones and
the environment
(This session will focus on case studies related to issues faced by coastal zones in the Asia-Pacific
region and innovative cases on coastal-zone management)
Session III (closed session)
The Sea and Global Change: Impact on fish stocks and the issue of food and
economic security
(The focus o f this session will be on the declining fish stocks, the issue of food security
for dependent populations and indigenous fisherman vs. commercial international fishing
operations.)
Session IV (closed session)
T he Sea and Man-made Disasters
(This session will focus on the problematic of large-scale pollution.)
Session V (open session)
Conclusions and Recommendations
•

Please inform the Conference organising staff beforehand, if particular segments of your
presentation are for information only and not for publication. The “publication” of the
Conference will reflect accurately the presentations, debates and discussions, unless otherwise
indicated by you.

•

In addition, we would appreciate it if you could refer us to any articles or publications that might
have particular relevance to your presentation.

UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes

Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

_______ 2

Tel. +41 22 917 85 88 / 917 85 33

________________

Fax. +41 22 917 80 47
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•

Technical Requirements

Please complete and return (fax) this form by Friday, February 1“', 2002. Please tick.
VISUAL AIDS

Please indicate whether you will require any of the following visual aids for your
presentation.
□

Overhead Projector

Q

Multimedia Projector

For your transparencies, it is advisable to use at least a 36-point font size for
better visibility.
Are you bringing your own laptop?

Q

Yes

□

No

Please note that the laptop at the Conference Secretariat only supports Microsoft
form at only. We are unable to support the Macintosh format.
Will you require assistance during presentation?
LJ

Yes

[J

No

I f you are using visual aids fo r your presentanoti, please make an q.ipomtmcnt at the
Secretariat for a technical test.

UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland
Tel:
+41 22 917 85 88 /917 85 33
Fax: +41 22 917 80 47
Email: <nassrine.azimi@unitar.org / hiroko.nakayama@ unitar.org>
UNITAR Hiroshima Programmes____________

Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
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_________

Tel. +41 22 917 85 88 / 917 85 33

Fax. +41 22 917 80 47

