J. F. DONLY
MILL VILLAGE, N. §.

Sunday Evening.

Dear Tom;-

Am pleased to know the old stuff I sent you
was of interest and suspected it would bes

With regard to the grass it is pretty hard to
tell for sure which it ig you refer to without a plant
.+ but I suspect it is as you say 'Marram' which 5rows on
o the sand beaches and Mrg.D. and myself get some each
< fall for winter decoration.l am encloging a=spike and
if this is what you mean you can be certain that you
are correet.If this 1s not what you mean and azspecimen
could gtill be had it would be then possible to- identify
it and if I could not for certein I know one who could.
Most of the grasses: could still be had from last years
growthe.It is perhaps you refer to one of the other
grasses or even perhaps a gedgecor rush and among the:
threecthey grow im the sand im great variety. As you
are to make considerable use of this in your book it
would be well to be sure and I am gquoting from my Botany
retative for this ones

Gramineae.

Ammophila.

Ammophila arenaria (L) Link.

Sea=Sandreed.Sea Mat-Weed .Marram.

Algo Commonly;Reed or Sea-=Shore-Bent.Beach Grass.
Spires.Sea Sand Grass,Sea=-reed.

I am not including the description but it grows

2 to 4 feet high in the sandg of the sea coast

from Newfoundland to North Carolina,and inland along
the shores of the Great Lakes asswell as om the:
EREX¥ coagtg of Northern Europes.

Use of the-word Spires might appeal to you or Splre:
Grass as it seems the most descriptive-an surely
the '01d Folks' of whom I suspe ct you will be
writing would use a descriptive:term.

Let me know if I can be of further service and
please pardon the terrible typing as I have thumb
in a cast.
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J. F. DONLY /
GREENLANE (A 20 /c/:ﬂ )
MILL VILLAGE, N. S.

Friday.

Dear Tom;-

Many thenks for your letter and I am inclined
to agree with regard to the place of manufacture of the
bottle.However I have same books om old glass,both
English & American and none mention any Robert ThineThis
in part gave me the idea it might be localeA Mr.Cameron
on the T.V. last night sgain mentioned such industry in
Pictou Countye

Your comment about Wentworth names up river
agalm prompted me to compare Titus Smith's account with
the map of this area.It is difficult to plot his track
in this particular sectiom as he himself mentions the
frequent changes in course etc. to get around the numer-
ous lakes im the Lapland dlstricte.However I assume the
mill he mentioned on the Petite River,where he stopped,,
would have been at the present site of the power station
near the highway at Hebbville.It appears to me that he
crossed Salter's Brook between the two lakes of that
name,where the brook bears S.E. as mentioned,and crossed
the Medway above Glodes Falls,possibly at Harleys Run
where the river is quitie narrow.This would have brought
him right through this section,a bit to the south of
Wentworth Lake(Often called and marked om some maps as
Winnifred or Winfred).

July 2;1«1.1801.
roceeded S 55 W 4 miles.,First 2 miles 1/3

swamp,remainder very rough covered with thicket of small
spruce and fir with pine at the distance of 5 or 6 rods
from each other,some useful for boards,but not for mast
timber.Last 2 miles covered chiefly with pine from 3 feet
to 18 inches big at butt.Numbers whiech will answer for
masts,butvery few which will rum more than 60 feet.Within
two miles of vwhere we halted passes a brook,course Se.,
within 1 mile passed a river about 6 rods broad supposed
to belong to Port Médway-very fine pines near it.These

2 days past we have seen some moose tracks and have hardly
ever been out of fresh caribou tracks.

It 18 odd but true that a good bit of his trip
18 easily plotted on the map eand I take it om his returnm
sweep from Shelburne coming east he made the Liverpool
road within a short distance one way or another where the
power line crosses beyond Moesehorn Lake.

I have made considerable use of this document



J. F. DONLY

GREENLANE
MILL VILLAGE, N. S.

in connection with a couple of botanical treatises for
the Dept.of Lands & Forests,the second of which still in
hand and covering only the trees,There is considerable
historical application here with regard to the date of
introductions of some exotics as Locust but I fear one
will run into a stone wall im this regard.Nonme of my
professional botanist friends are any help.

It would not surprise me at all but what the letters
Mr.Willans has have to do with this particular timber
lot.I expect even the original Mack became interested
in the timber as 1t would offer the only product of the
land and it may have had to do with cutting the masts
as mentioned..

Drop in sometime when over this way,

Sincerely,
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Dear Jim,

&r&dsncywrmwlrmﬂmmtlmamof
ma&mrcpm't.wwichmagolmﬁng. Enlph
Jebmmta*“"ﬁhemlmcfm and lakes and rivers
You are quite right in your oum deducticns - he did cross Sal-
w’smm:mmmnmok and the mentionkt of pines w—
"rumbers of wiich will anower for uasts” - strikes me as sige
nificent, At the first chence I'11 ask Deg. if he knows the title
history of that tract.

.

n his days as Surveyor amla{‘tneuin‘,'s oah..ohn‘—ammn
cruimdtlemth’ha’emtﬂmm;m“is
tawimuwd’mblochmhmthﬂmmﬁadwfmnh
tormmlrm.mem&h..ﬁrgam'aw.mmrmm
Mersey Diver. Tho one on the Nersey, judging frow the distance he
givus"abwemammds" must heve been somewhere ebout 3o
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elers on the river must have noted that same bunch of big pine.
Provably ol ioesignol, even Lhough# his naue was later attached
to the Dig Ieke. e seens to have been merely & trader,
out from Irance each spring to cbiain the fur catch of
as they wmade thelr seasonal migration to the coast. De
and others troveled the whole length of the river em route across
comtry from Port Zoyal. E

Incidentally there is another Ventworth Laoke in Dighy County, which
Titus struck on Cepeli?, in the headwaters of the Zmgoe Tusket fiver,
west branch. But here no mention of mast pines, in fact "harduood
most of the way”, and the trees he found "marked with a Cross
vhichappmmﬁohavebomdmevamago“mmmyw
marked by fcadians Cleeing inlond to cacape the EHxpulsion, Wentworth
always marked e :mmst pine with the ‘ing's broad arros and his

own initials.

Another interesting thing about Titus's report is that he found
-ommmmhmumwmmmm
I had aluays asoumed that those scrud eress were the result of

fires in much loter times. Possibly the damage was done by the
spread of the brush fire that destroyed the settlement of Tarleton's
Legion at Fort Mouton in 1784. 3

And here's a query that I've put to foresters for years. lew Srunss

wick has plenty of cedar. lova Scotia has nope sxcept the lome area
around Cedar or Cedarwood Leke, Yarmouth County. Why? And why only

there?



J. F. DONLY

GREENLANE
MILL VILLAGE, N. S.

Dece24the1960s.
Dear Tom;-

Thanks for your letter and interesting comment
thereim..

With regard to Cedar I can make the following
observations.There is a bit more of it tham you suspect
and some of it native.A senior student at Acadia made
a study and wrote a treatise om it just a couple of years
agoeYou must remember that there are other tree species
native in N.B. which we do not have here at all and only
Fundy 1s between.Acer saccarinhum (Silver Maple,a large
tree in the corner of the tennis court om your street);
Butternut,Juglans cinerea,(three trees anyway at South
Brookfield)and Pinus rigida,Pitch Pine are three which
come to mind.When here they are exotics.It is a question
of floristic zones and probably the ecidic rock or gold
bearing series 1s responsible for a soll conditionm not
suitable for it.However the western limit of range on
the far side of Hudson Bay tapers off in similar small
stations as here.

I have been told for years by those who worked there
of a patch of Cedar on Round Lake,or near it,at the
headwaters of this river and that there 1s a very old tree
behind where the school house still stands at The Halfway
House on the o0ld Annapolis Road.Also that there is a
growth of small trees on the hillside of the fire tower
in that part.Someday I would like to have a look see
myself.

For the booklet I am presently doing for Depte. Le &
Fo. and in regard to Cedar I have written;

The Forest Resources Report of The Department of
Lands & Forests 1958 lists Eastern White Cedar as constitut-
ing a fractional percentage of the softwood gross volume
in Halifax,Kings,Annapolis,Digby,Yarmouth &nd Shelburne
Counties.In the first mensioned it is given at 0.0l %,
the smallest and in Digby the largest at 0.27%.It is
obviously then of no economic importance but does present
some interest otherwlse.Some of the stands may be
indigenous,others are not and seedingg are evident from
older transplants.If the former assumptiom is correct
these then represent the eastern limit of range and
similarly a few disjunct stations on the west side of
Hudson Bay are the converse.In betweem it is a common
and sometimes abundant speciles reaching northward to the
Helght Of Land..

Titus Smith listed it among the species present in
the western area of the Province in 180l.An interesting
item appears im the list of Lunenburg County plants in
DesBrisay's "History Of Lunenburg County",where it is
menténed as being common on the Blandford Peninsula.

This was first published im 1870..

[ « )
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Cannot find where this item has been used in any other
bote 1lite

* I thought I had sent you a copy of the enclosed before
and if I have put this in the bpasket.

Sincerely




Feb.3, 1961

Thanks for your interesting letter of Dec.2ith, and
for the copy of your booklet, which I've read and tucked away
carefully in my file on the lova Scotia forest. I hadn't known
of the other occurrences of cedar in 4.3, The fairly large
pateh at Cedarwood Lake, Digby County, has always int.ﬂgned me,
considering the width of Fundy separating it from the only
apparent source of seed in Il.B.

I've had some cmeupordm}puly with our mutual friend Ers-
kine. MHe is very careful and painstaking in his field work,
but he draws some questionable conclusions. For example he
seems to think the prehistoric Indians in these parts dried

a lot of clams for winter food. I can't see Indians going to
21l thet trouble for a food that had so,little nutritive value,
when we know from licmac tradition that their ancestors smoked
salmon and alewives (both plentiful and easy to get) for that
purpose.

Agnin. he speaks of Indian Gardens (Yersey Hiver) as " a fishing
camp”, and in a letter to me added "The amount of game necessary
wmmmmhrg-nvinmutheehipsmggonwuldbo
quite beyond the possibilities of the neighborhood.”

Ve know from tradition and from evidence on the ground that

the ancient savages had two kinds of fishing camps on the lersey.
There was the camp at Salmon Island Cove, where they speared
great quantities of salmon at the foot of the !Milton repids.
This was also the head of tidewater, the logical and best place
on the river for the salmon cateh, which lasted from April to
late July. ( Some Micmacs were still camping there for the salmon
run as late as the 1830's.)

And there was the camp at the foot of Big Falls, in October when
the eels were swarming down the river. The Micmac name for this
place means Oreat Fish Welr Flace, and for evidence there are
the characteristic Veshaped stone foundations in which they
wedged their brushwood, revealed when the Power Commission

cut off part of the old river bed in 1929.

I often visited Indian Cardens in the days of the old small
wooden dam above the camp site, when the river ran low every
summer. I saw no trace of weirs there, in fact there seemed
to be none above Big Falls until one got to the FejJimkujik
stream, a long way from Indian Cardens. Hence I can't believe
that the savages camped at Indian Gardens primerily for fish.

Tradition (end my own belief) is that Indisn Cardens was a
winter camp. Moose hunting was always better inland than on




the coast; and just west of the Gardens lay the chain of swamps,
beginning sbout West Brook and EKempton Lake and culminating in
the huge Dunraven Dog, which were a famous feeding ground for
caribou right down to modern times. (Lord Dunraven and his

ing chums slaughtered the last herd of caribou there as
late as the 1870's.

Ahbth.nmthsmttwofahelt-randf\ul.lndhnﬁardm
than

freeze-up, and then heuling it over the ice on the "tabakun",
They couldn't do that on the sea shore; the sea was too bolsterous
after the Fall gales began, except at irregular intervals, and
there was no transportation by ice at all,

The presence of so many pecple, dropping their excreta not far
fron the wigwams during the months of winter, wust have made
the camp a filthy end disgusting place ~- even for savages ==
when the snow melted. They must have been glad to hop into their
canoes and go down to the coast, in time for the run of alewives
and salmon, and before the black-flies began to swarm.

Therolicevaﬂndancbvim],ythm-dummlpeopho one

certain camp sites, must have imposed much the same habits upon
them all.

Anthpev!dmI'nbmabletoﬂndpoﬂnutou

calendar, like this:= Departure from IndiAnGudm
in April. Salmom and alewife fishing at the foot of !Milton falls
until July. Scattering in family groups along the coast to

for the winter.
Undoul there were groups of nonconformists (as in any
human society) who for various reasons chose to avoid the crowd



J. F. DONLY

GREENLANE
MILL VILLAGE, N. S.

Sanday. ¥ /s

Dear Tomj=-

I Tave enjoyed your letter no end and many thanks
for same.l wonder if Erskine sent you a copy of the recent
publlication of the N.S.Inst. of Science which had his review
and also the data of the investigation of Cedar of which I
had mentloned to you?: If not I have a copye

Of course I camnot contribute even inltelligent discussion
with regard to Indiam matters as 1t 1s something I know little
if mmtkingxefys anything ofe.Wien I was doing the angling column
of the now defunct Fish & Came magazine I was interested in
vhat digging might turn up as to liow the Indlans dld thete
fishing and partlcularly if there was any evidence of angling.
From other sources we know that stone age men did and that even
fly fishing wae done long before Cleopatra's time in Egypte
(she preferred to have a servant dive under the boat and put
fish on her hook and so she beat Mre.Anthony in the fishing
match).I was able to get Mr.Erskine interssted..

I am interested however in the evident assoclatlion that
some plants have with these habitation sites.Not surprisingly
I expect,I find some of these,a couple of grasses and a bog
full of Buckbean (the only place I know in these partsdnear or
downt onr Indian Point,the point of land below the East Port
Medway schocle.However a bit of looking has not revealed any
habltation site,such must be there somewhere.Perhaps at Counly
Line Brook which flows into what is known as Indian Cove is
the place to look but perhaps erosion or road building has
washed 1t out.The o0ld cemetary om Great Island though nearly
all eroded 1s well enough known,l have a beautiful little agate
point about an inch long I got there with the first scrape of
an intrenching tool.Knowing I had the place thls was a2ll the
digging I did.Erskine examined 1%t later and finding evidence
of too recent burials gave upe.

You mention filth about these old habitations.I wonder
if you have considered what Mrs.Stanwell-Fletcher has to say
about such though her observations are quite recenteStill I
think they were applicable.She tells us there was never any
refuse or human excreta in evldence about en Indian camp as
the dogs looked after that.She was speaking of the then un-=
explored wilderness of Northern B.C.,and things were little
altered from stoneage times..

Erskine tells me the Federal people have become suddenly
interested in his digs and are going to finance some carbom
datings which without doubt will result im some useful data.
His fallure to find caribou bones or antlers suggeste to me
thet these animals migrated here perhaps from Gaspe because of
particularly severe weather or food shortage in perhaps about
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GREENLANE
MILL VILLAGE, N. S.

contact times,or after these people had lived in these old
places he has dug or changed their mode of living upon the
coming of the Frenche

While Mr.Erskine thinks the Indlans at onetime exterminated
the deer I feel this 1s questlonablesl would prefer to think
that once the forest cover was composed of a considereble
proportiomr of the Alleghanian or harwood specles.Labter it was
taken over by softwpods eliminating deer range.Cutting and
burning over a couple of hundred years has resulted agein in
sultable range.Without doubt had the  reintroductlion token
place quite a period before it was done 1t would have been
successfule,This of course is only surmise.Dr.Chalmers Smith
of" Acadia tells me he cannol learnm what the forest cover was
in the Annapolis Valley even at the coming of the Acadians.

I have heard mountain ash referred to locally by quite
a few(including Elton Smith) as Prickly Ash.This is the common
name- of” & more westerm shrub or small tree alsc known as
Toothache Tree,Il suspect thls use came from the Indianse
Have you rum into 1t? It might be the locsl M.A. had some:
supposed virtue for this 'misery'.

Yours sincerely,.

.
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Dear Jim,

I've Just been reading again your interesting letter
of Feb.5the

He Jo Wintemberg (who visited me here years ago) found some small
evidence of ceribou in the shell heaps he and H.I.Smith investig-
ated at lerigomish and lehone Bay; but he considered the ident-
ification doubtful. T wasn't surprised ot this. The feeding
grounds of the caribou were inlend, and it secus to me that only
an oceasionel stray would be found neer the sea shore.

Like you I'n deubtful aboet Erskine's theory that the Indians
externineted the deer. The decr was too smll a target, and too
nimble, to be killed easily with bow and orrow; wherees the moose
and caribon, which survived the arrow hunters, sambﬂga::dom-
paratively slow, Aleo the buck deer couldn't be lur-deuu:h,
rutting tine, and the deer didn't concentrate in large herds

mmwmm.lteaﬂdmmmymtwam
dwindling of the deer, in mumbers and in stamina, so that a
disease might have wiped them out.

The name "priekly ash" for mountain ash is new to me, though I'm
not

G wountain dsh is usually celled "dogwood”, and as you
probably imow it played an part in warding off the
witbhes. It was such & "lucky" wood that fishermen used to make
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GREENLANE
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Monday. Lh; 7

Dear Tom;-

Thanks again for your letter.I will try and
find out what I can re the building of the pulp mill
at Charleston for youe.It is perhaps my neighbour Alvin
Anthony,93,may know.However I can give you a hint or
twoeC0lcAsNeJones of Halifax,recently retired from
Pickford & Black's,and who lives at the Lord Nelson
might have a record of his father's activities as he
was one of the original investors..

You perhaps know Everett Crouse at Crousetwon,
in any case his son Grant who 'along with' run the mill
over there,has a diary of his greatgrandfather or great-
uncle I am not sure which,who was in charge of the
building of the dam and I think there is a pretty good
account of the work,wages as well as much of considerable
interest of the times therein.You would have no difficulty
in getting this to go through and might find matter of
other interest as well.

I was over ab Wolville on Friday at Acadia,
showing orchid slides etc. at a botany seminar with the
students«Mr.Erskine was there too and I had with me some
Indian wedges and gouges on loan from one of the Crofts
up river which had been picked up this summer in the
river.The elder brother Clyde had given me two gouges
and a long narrow point a few days previously which I
had handed on to Erskine.There is certalnly an old site
there and I feel it can be found.It will be looked into
come summer I am sure.The two gouges I gave him are exactly
similar to the ones I saw taken from a burial at Port Au
Choix Newfoundland two summers ago.

I would be glad to go over to Crousetown with
you as I know these people very well,

Sincerely,
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