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Students caught

by Samantha Brennan

It isn’t hard to find people left hanging by the
recent changes in the Nova Scotia Student Bursary
program. Either you know someone who’s been

affected, or you have been yourself.

Don Campbell, a journalism student at the Uni-
versity of King’s College, is just one of the many hit
by the Program’s recent toughening up. With sev-
eral strokes of a bureaucratic pen, the $1700 bursary
Don qualified for last year was reduced - to

nothing.

Don relied on the bursary when planning

his finances but was shocked to discover
midway through second term the money was
no longer available. Don was forced to bor-
row more money to complete his education.
% He must now face an uncertain job market
with the responsibility of even greater debts
- to repay.
Don’s problem stems from a perplexing
2 © Catch-22 in the Student Loan Program.
o According to a new system. of. guidelines
implemented by the provincial government,
. Don is no longer eligible for Nova Scotia
“ government bursaries. Unfortunately, Don,
whose parents are in Vancouver, lived in
Nova Scotia long enough to come under this
province’s bursary program but not long
enough to be declared “independent” for his
bursary evaluation.

A mandatory parental contribution based
on income is now deducted from the assessed
= expenses of a “dependent” student regardless
| of whether or not the student receives this
| support. On the other hand, “independent”
' students are judged without reference to how
much their parents earn.

For this reason ﬁnancially independent
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: 'v regulations which make it increasingly diffi-
cult for them to establish independent status.

. - the elimination of maintenance allowance

“The monies we are talking about in the

There is no return realized by the general
tax paying base.” - Terry Donahoe,
Minister of Education.

Bursary Program are non recoverable monies.

Having only spent four months of the last

two years with his family and being in his

" fifth year of study, Don feels the change in
his status from independent to dependent is
“absurd”.

Don’s chief complaint is the government’s
failure to notify students of the change in pol-
icy. Counting on receiving a bursary, Don
chose a summer job related to his career over
a more profitable venture.

“If 1 had known about the change in
advance, 1 could have planned around it,”
said Don regretfully.

Echoing Don’s sentiments, Provincial

_ Leader of the Opposition. A.M. “Sandy”
Cameron is critical of the way the provincial
government handled the changes to the bur-
sary program, without notifying studems or

n bursary backlog

discussing the matter enough with students.

“I think that any changes of that nature
should have come with longer term notice,”
said Cameron. “They should have allowed
ample time for students to have input in the
decision making process.”

Student Unions of Nova Scotia (SUNS)
Executive Officer Peter Kavanagh also
voiced concern over-the haste of the decision
to change the policy. #

“There are factors over a number of years |
to be considered. A trend this year may affect
someone in grade nine, and it may be impos- |
sible to change that person's attitude,” said |
Kavanagh. :

Kavanagh recommends the government |;
use “more foresight and planning” in deci-
sions concerning student aid in the future.

Under the Canada Student Loan Program |:
students who prove need may borrow up to
$1912 under the federal plan. Additional aid, &
if necessary, is then provided by the provin-
cial government in the form of a bursary not
exceeding $1700. 2

While in previous years the Canada Stu-
dent Loan and the bursary shared the same _
criteria, this year the provincial government
has made the two programs distinct by creat-
ing a more stringent set of criteria for the
provincial bursary.

In effect, what this means is even if you.
can demonstrate financial need ‘beyond that
provided by the student loan, a provincial
bursary is not guaranteed. An application
form? Yes. Support? Maybe.

The new set of criteria for Nova Scotia
bursaries is based on the following changes:

for students living at home;

- the reduction of the weekly miscellaneous
allowance;

- the deduction of all' scholarships at full
value from assessed need; :
- independent status is granted only if the =&
student has no parent or guardian, the stu- )
dent is married or a single parent, or has
spent twenty-four months in the workforce |
for periods of at least twelve consecutive |;
months; ;
- no allowance is allowed for field trips, gra- '
duation fees, typing fees or the like; S
- all dependent students are considered to be L '

living at home if their parents reside within
fifteen miles of the university regardless of
where they actually live.

Now, not only can students expect to
receive less aid from the provincial govern-
ment, they also can’t be sure when to expect
it

As a result of the extra paperwork ]
involved in the changes to the criteria early /"
last fall, the Student Aid office is months ! \{r\
behind in processing bursary applications. : ,f' Y

Director of Student Aid J. Knickle esti- \ 4
mates there is a backlog of sixteen hundred
uncompleted bursary applications.

“We're working as fast as we can,” sard
Knickle, “and hopefully we'll have them fin-
ished in a short while.”

In contrast to Knickle's optimistic attitude,
students as yet unable to pay the second
installment of tuition due at the end of Janu-
ary aren’t quite as cheerful.

Continued on p.11
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Fears come true as PSE hit by 6-5 ceiling

OTTAWA (CUP) — Two federal
ministers confirmed March 8 that
the government will limit transfers
to the provinces for post-secondary
education to the 6 and 5 formula,
but will spare transfers for health
care,

The announcement was widely
expected, although the manner and
timing came as a surprise. Finance
minister Marc Lalonde broke the
news during question period in the
House of Commons March 8.

Secretary of state Serge Joyal
would ordinarily have made the
announcement. . Reporters sur-
rounded him in a scrum outside the
Commons after question period,
and Joyal confirmed Lalonde’s
statement.

Bruce Tate, a Canadian Federa-
tion of Students researcher, said
Joyal does not get along with
Lalonde and was apparently angry
at him for pre-empting Joyal's
announcement. Tate said officials

in Joyal's department are unsure
how the government will cap edu-
cation transfers because Lalonde’s
statement apparently surprised
them.

Lalonde told the House that
transfers for health care will not be
reduced below increases planned
according to the formula for Estab-
lished Programs Financing. But
EPF transfers are a lump sum used
for both health care and education,
and the federal government cannot
currently tell provinces how to allo-
cate that money.

Joyal said it is up to the provin-
ces to determine whether cuts will
be borne by universities or hospi-
tals. “They can do whatever they
want,” he told reporters.

Tate said it is unclear how the
government will resolve this appar-
ent contradiction. He said they may
split EPF into health care and edu-
cation components, or simply ask
the provinces to make the brunt of

Fed's 6&5 policy
will mean cutbacks at dal

by Cathy McDonald

If the federal government’s 6 and
5 program for transfer payments to
the provinces translates into 6 and
5 for universities, Dalhousie will see
its bad health worsen. Feeling on
campus is close to despair.

Dalhousie President Andrew
MacKay is disappointed by the
decision to limit Established Pro-
grams Financing (EPF) payments
to the provinces to a six per cent
increase next year.

“The increase doesn’t take into
account increased expenditures in
universities,” he said. :

Peter Kavanagh, Executive
Director of the Student Unions of
Nova Scotia (SUNS) had stronger
words.

“They’re playing a quasi-public
game of negotiations, to hammer
out an agreement. We're trying to
tell them they’re hammering glass
and its going to shatter,” said"
Kavanagh.

He accused the federal govern-
ment of limiting transfer payments,
to underline its dislike of the pro-
vince's handling of the money, plus
the state of negotiations to establish
a new funding program.

EPF was up for renegotiation
last year, but has been extended
until a new agreement between the
feds and provinces is reached.

Kavanagh said Lalonde is fully
aware of the political difficulties in
cutting health care, a major pro-
gram funded under the EPF pro-
gram. Which leaves post-secondary
education to take the larger brunt
of the cutbacks implied in a six per
cent increase in funding.

“Funding is already pinched,”
MacKay said. Dalhousie is cutting
real spending 10 per cent for both
this year and the next fiscal year.

Tuition will go up at least 12 per
cent next year, MacKay said, and
some faculties will be more than
that.

Last year the Board of Gover-
nors considered a “hit list” that

included eliminating varsity sports,
the Dalhousie Art Gallery, student
counselling services, and other
things. MacKay said he does not
have a specified hit list as of yet,
although cutting some of these
items will be reconsidered, as well
as other areas.

How 6 and 5 will eventually be
transferred into education increases
is impossible to tell at this stage.
Financial analyst Andrew Carras,
of the provincial ministry of educa-
tion, explained the transfers from
the federal government have no
direct connection to the social ser-
vices departments but go into the
province’s revenue pot.

A complete provincial budget
will not be tabled until sometime in

by Cathy McDonald

Jobs aren’t coming to graduating
students any more.

The bottom of the job market
has fallen out, and even profes-
sional fields, such as computing,
accounting and managing, are feel-
ing the recession pinch.

Dalhousie has fared better than
other Nova Scotia campuses, with
60 companies recruiting here as
compared to 95 last year, said Bev-
erley Young, Manager of the Cam-
pus Employment Centre. Compan-
ies are visiting an average of seven
campuses this year, down from 17
last year. Because Dalhousie is a
larger campus in Nova Scotia, it is

“attracting a few more employers,

Young said.

Those companies that do visit
are hiring fewer students. Place-
ments across the country are down
40-50 per cent, she said.

Technical Service Council, a
non-profit placement agency, said a
survey of 40 large and medium
sized companies showed that they

the cuts in education.

Diane Flaherty, CFS executive
officer, thinks it doesn’t matter how
deep the cuts are because whatever
the result, education will suffer. She
said Joyal told a recent meeting
with provincial education ministers
that the cuts will be to education
and “he didn’t seem to meet with a
lot of opposition.”

*“The provincial governments
have clearly expressed that their
impression of public opinion is that
health care is a lot more dangerous
to cut,” Tate said.

As with most federal-provincial
dealings, all the interested parties
have different sets of figures on
how big the cut will be. The federal
government claims it will mean a
$102 million cut in 1983-84 to the
nearly $4 billion transfered to post-
secondary - education; the opposi-
tion says it will be much higher.

The six and five formula in this
case will actually mean seven and

the spring, he said.

The Maritime Provinces Higher
Education Commission recom-
mended in January that Nova Sco-
tia institutions receive increases of
12.1 per cent, which it described as
“minimal”, The province has
already indicated it cannot meet
this recommendation.

Kavanagh said the original prin-
ciple behind the 6 and S program
was to exempt the most exceptional
cases. Post-secondary education is
an exceptional case and in dire
straits. “Lalonde is acting contrary
to the spirit of the program...if
there’s a group that is' an excep-
tional case, in addition to welfare
recipients and pensioners, it’s uni-
versities,” Kavanagh said.

expect to hire only one-fifth as
many graduates as in 1982,

“Many employers are so con-
cerned about their survival that
their layoffs have included muscle
as well as fat,” said Neil Mac-
dougall, president of the Council.
“When the upturn (in the economy)
does come, vacancies for part-time
and contract employees will
improve first.”

Companies that have been forced
to make lay-offs are unlikely to hire
students before they rehire their
employees, Young said.

The Council said it is unusual for
accountants to be affected by a
recession, but they also are being
laid off. Computer programmers
and systems analysts are still in
demand, although the demand is
not as strong as before.

However, Young does not see
any excuse for hand-wringing yet.
“The_situation is not disastrous,
although fewer students will walk
out of here with a job under their
belt. I know people that have found
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six, because the government will
allow for a one per cent increase in
Canada’s population each year.

But the cuts come as ne surprise
to CFS.

“Since 1976 the federal govern-
ment has been making it very
obvious that as part of their so-
called economic program for rec-
overy social services, with educa-
tion in the forefront, will bear the
brunt of their economic policies,”

Tate said.

Flaherty said the latest round of
cuts will only bring further decay to
a system already in trouble. She
pointed to the conclusion of the
1981 Bureau report, a Parliamen-
tary task force on post-secondary
education with a Liberal majority.

“The MPs agreed unanimously
there’s no fat left in the post-
secondary system,” said Flaherty.
“And they've been cutting ever
since.”

Students will find no Yellow Brick Road
next vyear.

Jobs for graduating students few and far between

a job on their own.”

Young said the key is to look
harder, be imaginative, and place
some faith in the “unadvertised”
market. Placements do exist, she
said. It’s just that employers are not
coming to the campuses.

For graduate students in the
humanities and the sciences, who
are looking to universities for
employment, the fiscal restraint
program at Dalhousie is a typical
scene. Universities are attempting
to save money by not filling open-
ings unless absolutely necessary. "

David Jolliffe, President of the
Association of Graduate Students,
said getting a university teaching
job in the humanities is extremely
difficult in Canada; in the sciences
it may be slightly better.

Saudi Arabia and countries in
northern Africa are offering teach-
ing jobs in the humanities. As an
English Ph.D. student, Jolliffe said
he would consider such a job,

although “They’ll demand a min-
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you don't adjust to the culture.
Otherwise he will consider looking
up another career and possibly
retraining.

A few openings come up here
and there, but the competition is
tough, Jolliffe said.

It's nearly impossible to get
employment ‘in the United States
universities because of strict immi-
gration policies, and the education
system in Britain is more con-
stricted than in Canada, Jolliffe
said.

Employment prospects vary
from field to field. Public Adminis-
tration graduates must face the
reality that all levels of government
are practising restraint programs.

Mike Power, an MBA student,
said the only recruiters for his field
have been the banks.

It is hard to get a job in geology,
although it wasn’t before, with con-
siderable oil exploration activity,
Jolliffe said. But he said high tech
fields and oceanography were

“,
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Editorial

The job hunt
- continues....

“It's difficult for me to believe someone can't find a summer
job" said Bev Young, manager of the Canada Employment
Centre on Campus. It's difficult for me to believe someone sit-
ting back in a plush office, in the $20,000 per year salary
range, can appreciate what it really is like to be a student and
unable to find a summer job. :

| can. I've tried unsuccessfully for the last two summers to
find a job. The situation is not as Ms. Young preceives it to be.
It is not like in the days of King Arthur where a knight with a
determined will, properly equipped for battle can be assured
of victory. No matter what you do there is no guarantee you'll
find a job. '

Many students did apply early and hit the streets all winter
looking for jobs, but are still looking and most likely will be
looking come August.

Enter Lloyd Axeworthy; the supposed savior for students
with 170 million dollars to create 70,000 student jobs and to
place 328,000 students through Hire-A-Student. He presented
these estimates with the usual Liberal flair for the dramatic but
all of these statistics must be taken with a grain of salt.

When inflation is considered, the present funding is at the
level it should have been'in 1979. Despite the additional 17,000
jobs created over last year, 250,000 students will still be
unemployed, sending the student unemployment rate over
25%. Of those 328,000 jobs created by Hire-A-Student, he
conveniently neglected to say over 20% of them would be for
five days or less.

What jobs there will be, whether created by government or
not, will be quickly gobbled up by those fiends known as nep-
otism and patronage.

It seems absurd that in this day and age application forms
still actually ask you what your qualifications are. They should
ask gquestions like the following: How did you vote in the last
election? Are you a personal friend of your M.L.A.? Do you
_ have any relatives working for our company? After all, in the
end isn't this what it all comes down to anyway?

Meanwhile all of us unfortunate people without such con-
tacts, must suffer it out for the next month or so, hoping, by a
freak of nature, we will obtain a job. I've come up with the
following idea; the Canada Employment Centre should be
renamed the Canada Unemployment Centre and we could all
go there to be consoled by being asked “How hard did you
really try?”

BM

Correction

In Geoff Martin’s “Women's
Faculty Can Still Use Improve-
ment” in last week's Gazette, Virgi-
nia Miller of the Department of
Sociology and Social Anthropol-
ogy was referred to as a Sociology
Professor. She is in fact a Professor
of Anthropology.

Time ~ the final frontier

by Douglas Merrett

Time, the final frontier. These
are the voyages of a first year uni-
versity student, whose four year
mission is to seek out new knowl-
edge and new trains of thought, to
boldly inquire where no mind has
inquired before ... Play theme
music . . . v

Time and university students are
not on very sturdy ground. One
could in fact be tempted to say that
they were hanging precipitously in
mid-air, one hundred feet about the
Macdonald bridge. A student does
not have free time, a student has
time he considers better used enjoy-
ing other repasts. This could
encompass eating, sleeping, booz-
ing, watching his toenails grow, or
staring intently out of a window,
thinkin& profound thou&hts and

waiting for a breeze to ruffle his
hair back dramatically.

Regardless of how hard you try,
there seems to’be insufficient time
to complete every assignment
within the extremes of a week, let
alone the confines of the average
student’s 50-hour work day. So
why bother? To tell you that truth |
could never answer this question in

a positive manner and would in’

fact either fall asleep at this point
or direct my mind to a more con-
structive train of thought. This
would generally concern how | was
going to get my revenge on - the
CYBER for- losing my computer
homework two nights in a row. A
good friend of mine would usually
jump in at this point, — she takes
Psych < and suggest I re-direct my

attitude. However, | considered this
a little bit too drastic, and was con-
templating something more along
the lines of murder/ homicide.

At any rate | am getting off the
main subject which is: How does a
student cope with the limitations
time imposes on his educational
and social well-being? The latter is
naturally the more important, but 1
will concentrate on the former for
reasons that shall not become
apparent. The answer to the ques-
tion is very straightforward: You
can't. Oh sure you could study your
Chemistry notes, write up your
Physics labs, type in your Compu-
ter homework, calculate your
Stats., study your cases, study your
underarms and generally turn into
what is technically referred to as a

consciousness to a more fOrElVlﬂE ‘keener,’ but what value would you

-
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COMMENTARY
continued

gain from this? When in college for
the first year most students fit
neatly into one of these following
categories:

1) .. Your Parents have
sweated and saved for the last 7
generations to be able to give you
what they couldn’t get for them-
selves. — Besides a 59 Chevy and a
good set of teeth to last them into
their early nineties. —

2) ... You've sweated and saved
for the past 7 years in one of those
truly grueling summer jobs — like
mowing Saskatchewan — to be
able to give yourself the education
you feel you deserve, i.e. sex, drugs,
rock and roll . . .

3)... You received a $100,000
scholarship, in which case why the
hell are you reading this article?

Any of these situations sound

familiar? Well, in order to keep the

good students of Dal from failing
their courses and having to enroll
at SMU, I have compiled the fol-
lowing list of time saving tech-
niques for the harried scholar:
Those of you in Math, take all of

your anti-differentiation paper-
work, pile it up and then set it on
fire. It is generally recognized as a
never-fail method of solving inte-
grals, known as dis-integration.

Do you need a 20,000 word

- essay for class in two hours? Entitle

it Avante-Garde: (and a sub-
heading referring to the subject),
then take a monkey, a IBM Select-
ric, and 500 sheets of paper. Train
the monkey to poke randomly at
the keys, and to change the paper
when the page is covered. Two
hours later, wander into the room
and staple it all together. Page
numbering, foot notes and a bibli-
ography are not required.

Undoubtedly the paper will be
ranked highly as it has been scien-
tifically demonstrated that monkeys
in fact have a more superior grasp
of the English language than do
most college students.

Since I am trying to pay my own
way through college, I will let you
have the rest of the time-saving
techniques for a very modest price.
Send ten dollars, plus $1.25 for
postage and handling to me, care of
this paper and I will send you your
very own photo-copied edition, as
well as a list of suitable agencies
where you can procure IBM Select-
rics and monkeys — please specifiy
either pica or elite, optional for

St. Patrick’s cheer promising revelations

by Paddy O’Hooligan

Top o’ the morning to you from
none other than my fine self, wee
Paddy O'Hooligan. I know you'll
all be turning your eyes to the
green on that day we call St
Patrick’s. So I haven't come
amongst you to be checkin® your
socks and underwear, although that
could be fun. To be truthful, I've
travelled the rainbow to be telling
you something of the origins of
green beer, the green flag, and wee
green men like myself. Stay awhile,
my darlings, listen to an Irish heart.

I can’t help singing the praises of
sweet Colleens, true Guinness, new
potatoes, and pots of gold but what
I really want to tell you is that the

is the last outpost of a Celtic heart
that once beat from Iberia to the
Orkney Islands and from ancient
Gaul to Galway. The Celts gave the
Irish their mystical, magical, and
other-worldly collection of ghosts,
gods, goblins, fairies, and lepre-
chauns. Celtic mythology fostered
an Irish nationalism. Since the time
of Cromwell Irish nationalism has
been anti-British. The “Troubles”
continue today. Both sides claim

the right to govern Northern Ire- °

land. And, on this day, the pubs
the world over, Irishmen and
psuedo-Irishmen drink green beer
and wave green flags.

You too can drink green beer
and wave a green flag but it is past
the time to support a war against

British imperialism. A much more
powerful and subtle enemy is
smothering the Celtic heart. As
long ago as 1890 W.B. Yeats real-
ized that Celtic traditions were dis-
appearing into a time warp. Yeats
knew that progress would eventu-

.ally eclipse the magic of the Celts

and that Ireland and the world
would be spiritually poorer though
they might be materially richer. The
following lines are from a tribute to
Yeats entitled ‘“The Celtic
Twilight:”
I know where stands a Celtic cross
Strong circle squared -
Grey Stone Bared
Suspended in a druid sleep
A lost cross craving for the shores
of Ireland’s Western Keep.

There lie the Celtic Fairy Ties,
Turfside Tales
Of Bards who cast rhyming rings
For Eire’s high kings
Of enchanted peoples who walked
west
To dance endless fairy flings
Where sea mirrors sky mirrors sea.

*1 know where stands the Tuatha

De Danann

Misty shadows at dusk,

Mythical giants

Guardians of ancient
Dolmens,

Progenitors of the Celtic
dawn, precious protectors of the
twilight,

You are not lost to me
You with swords drawn

typewriter . . .

“Well Spock, our mission here is

just about finished. What are your
thoughts on these unusual
creatures?”

“Fascinating Captain. It appears
they spend many thousands in local
currency units to enlist in a strenu-
ous form of education, only to con-
centrate on a variety of social activ-
ities to the exclusion of everything
else. I observed a similiar condition
once on Phyacrian IV with the
large, green, slug-like inhabitants. It
wat very interesting, I had just . . .”

“Fine Spock, fine. — beep beep
—, keam us up Scotty . . .”

You battlers against the eter-
nal night of progress

thought men crumble the
crosses of your furthest keeps

still you cast shadows of glory
in this, your twilight hour.

Still you, yourself, cast a green
shadow on St. Patrick’s Day. May
a thousand four-leaf clovers fall
into your hands. Good day to you.

Irish heart is a Celtic heart. lreland.

Inquiry into
the Inquiry

To The Editor,

The Student Union of the Nova Scotia College of Art and
Design would like to express its concern over the recent
actions of Judge Robert J. McCleave.

We feel that Judge McCleave has used ‘unorthodox
methods’ as Commissioner of the Public Inquiry into Ura-
nium Mining in Nova Scotia. It is our opinion that these
‘unorthodox methods’ serve to intimidate concerned citizens,
which threatens our right to free and democratic expression.

We request that the Buchannan Government instruct the
Attorney General, the Honourable Harry Howe to launch an
investigation into the recent actions of Judge McCleave.

Eric Walker
President, SUNSCAD

Abortion not love

To the Editor:
Rickett’s article on “Abortion”.

The use of the term physically loving another person is
contradiction in the context where it is used. Of course the
physical aspects of love are natural and not to be condemned,
or worshipped. But love often if not always, requires a sacri-
fice of selfishness. It is not love that will murder an embryo
that is not wanted. It is fear and selfishness that denies and
kills human beings out of pure and irresponsible greed. Will
you deny that from the sort of mentality that proclaims that
“abortion is Necessary” comes. an inability to truly love
another human being, to respect another person except where
pleasure is to be gotten conveniently? It is the contraceptive
mentality that seals a persom away into their own ego-
centered shell and does not let them truly open up to another,
emotionally or physically. Can there be love without complete
openness?

To say that physical love in the conjugal bed is only for the
naive sounds, on second hearing, like a pretty hefty judge-
ment for couples who believe in integrity and commitment.

’

Equally hard to buy is the statistic from Sweden; some-
thing from a little closer to home and with a little more detail
as to the actual social circumstances of these women would
be better. It comes across as grasping at ill-defined straws.

The world of “love” as it is used here is hardly the true love
that has been given credit for healing all wounds, or giving
joy to life, or for completing the self through giving, or for
banishing loneliness. In fact the use of the word love in this
article is quite unfounded, given its apparent consequences. |
would suggest the word: “usability.”

Andrew. Ager

- and vice versa

To the Editor:

I am writing you concerning the article “an ounce ot prev-
ention a pound of cure” by Catherine Ricketts. I and several
other readers found it very disagreeable. -Firstly, I consider
abortion a matter of equality of human rights, in particular
the right to life, which society has never before set aside for
the kind of indefensible reasons Ms. Ricketts seems to
promote.

Her argument that the after-effects of terminating an
unwanted pregnancy are not as severe as adoption or parent-
ing are downright insulting. ‘Her claim opposing adoption as
an alternative includes the argument that “the woman who
places her child up for adoption faces the cond'emna.tio'n of
society for carrying and giving birth to a bastard.” This is an
absurd point and one which effectively eliminates a half cen-
tury of progress in the women's rights movement.
~ Concerning parenting, Ms. Ricketts would have us believe
that the mother’s seek an abortion as an act of selfless con-
cern for her offspring. Every abortion accomplishes the death
of a fellow human being. Society has never before recognized
“selfless concern” as justified for the taking of a defenseless
life. Because a person may need social assistance at sometime
in his or her life is no reason for that person to never exist.
No one has ever been able to ensure a perfect life for his or
her child, and to destroy the child as an assurance that it will
not encounter the normal difficulties of living is a completely
irrational and considerably savage gesture.

Ms. Ricketts wants change in public at