
BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PROVIDENCE 12. RHODE ISLAND 

Bng1i sh Depa rtment 

Mr. Tho mas H. Raddal l, 
c/ o Doubleda y and Com pany, Inc., 

Garden City, New York. 
Dear Mr. Raddall: 

April 1 7 ,1 948 

Attracted by family traditions of the Ford and F reeman 
families of Milton and by the plea santness of Queen's County 
summers (and motiva ted, of course, by undeniable inte£lectual 
curiosity) I :project a linguistic survey of the county, with 
speci al reference to its New Engl and connections, to last 
two or t hree summers. 

This summer I will be chi e1Ty engaged in tkexax establishing 
the historical groundwork of the survey. With this in mind 
I quite natural l y turn to you for information on the wherabouts 
and ava ilability of such historical materials a s logbooks and 
personal dia ries. I woul d grea tly a pprecia te th e names and 
addres s e s of i ndividuals and i ns t i tution s hol di ng such materi al, 
and any good word you coul d put in for me to hel p in making 
such documents ava ilable. 

As f or who I am in the wa y of fam ily rela tionship s I would 
refe r you to Dr. Will Archibald, former regt strar of Acadia, 
now in, or on his waytLo Milton. Although I have not, seen him 
since I wa s a lad he will be abl e to pl ace me as his grandnephew 
by marri age. As r or my a pparen t integrity and scholarl y i n tent 
I would r efer y ou t o.p my supervisor in my teac,hing a s si gnm en t 
h ere, Professor Sharon Br own, and my supervisor i n graduate 
work (f or thi s , as you may have susp ect ed , leads up to a h . D. 
t hesis), Dr. George Anderson of' t hirn department. 

,.y requi rement s i n hi s tory of the province and county are 
f a irl y general , but I pl an to u s e such documents a s I ~azxex 
ask f or here1 f i rst as aid s in s eek i ng out dir ect d escendants 
of t he New England line ( and of any other wave of i mmi gr a tion 
of whi ch I may now be in i gno r ance), and second by tran scriptions 
f rom t hem to s eek out ea rl y pa t ter ns of spel l i ng , diction, 
voca bula ry, and gr amma r as background f or. my search. Perhap s 
th ere mi ght even be some sugge s tion of pronunci a tion i f I could 
f ind any body of ea rl y verse. 

But t hi s is al ready enough of an intrusion. I trust tha t 
I may meet you in person this summ er. Thank s for your idltention. 

Yours sincerely, 

H. Rex Wil son, 
In structo r . 



.. 
AUGUST ANA COLLEGE 

ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 
} 

J EPARTMENT OF ENGLISH Jan • 9 , 1 9 50 • 
Dear ivi r . Rad.da l l : 

1 1,ve manag ed to become quit e a thorough emi gre , like most -o va :icotians , 
but , still in charac:t er , 1 mean to get ba ck amt finish up my dialec t urvey 

in fclue en s County. However , now I need. some financial aid in such an 
ex pedition. or this r eason I am applying to th e oyal Society of Canada 
for a grant to help my work along . In a t t empting to document t 1e s tages 
th r ough which my work has gone so far I f ind that you are the only person 
who can vo uch for my presence on !,\le g r ound in t he sum ,er of 1948 - - my work 
at the Archives wa s don e in Dr . h arvey's a · sen ce . 

I would , t herefore , a ppreciate it if you would send me a note 
bearing an insid e a ddress to The bec ret.~_ry , oyal bociet,y of Canada , ---- ,.~ .•.. 

National esearch Build.in~ , Ottawa, ~onfirming our brief talks a nd men t ioning 
corr e s pondenc .e prec eding and fo lJ.owi n;S . Thanks . - --.:iome time bet een n o w and. sum e hall co mplete t h e questionnaire 
1 propo se to use . I am mean time a wai ting ome inf onnat i on f ro bo th 
t he Americ a n :.Uialect .u i ctionary a nd the .:::i cotti s h i a lec.t Su rvey, with bo t h 
of which I a to cooperate in my wo rk , before I ca n go a ead . To f i ll in 
time I h ave b een doing a li ttle wo r k on a u rname an alysi s of the county 
t o t ry to trac e ~WEEXEi~~ po pulation drifts ( wo uldn ' t b e s urpr i s ed if a 
good. many people from the Lunenberg set-Clem nt had driftea.. o ver our wa y 
would you? ) Aside r ou the obvious , was r eminued of your contention 
that many of the British Legion settlers stayed. Your clea r proof is i n 
t he censu s of 1 787, for there t h e y are , right where the grants a y t hey 
should b e . Unlessbimeon ~ . drea med them u p I don ' t ee how t h e old 

story of thei r ulling up t hei r stake s e ve r manag d to pe r s i t so long . 

Thls , of co u se , is old stui' i t o you , bu t l c.a n t t hel b i ng a ma z d at 

t he wa y t h e old sto r y hung on of a com lete a.e opulation of the s et l 

.n s for oouthern speech , well , t ha t!!s s oo m t hing f or rue t o k ep an eye 

a rdon - - ear open fo r. 

men t ,. 

I l ook forx wa rd t o l ooking a t t he histo r y as wri t t en i n t o ~ueen s 
County spe ech . I h op e I ' 11 hav e some o bs e rvations u s eful t o yo u. 

nt:_ t / Q, I '-t ~. 1 41'l-.. • I ?1 / -o, Sincerely , 
, Jl ,. ;( (; // 
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