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N OPENSER.

liking Spens’er; not even can his allegory mar
this pleqmre. - o
Allegory, . we know is ordinarily tiresome
enough, but in Spenser we do not feel it so to
any great éxtent. In fact we can discard it
bogebhel‘ as in reality no bar to our enjoyment
of the exquisite poetry in which it is” wrought

‘out. . Although the true lesson, the moral of the
“ Faery Queene ” is * cloudily enwrapped in alle-

gorical devices,” yet the splendour and richness
of thodmgn the movement and grace of the
execution, are enough to divert our attention
from the underlying and more hidden meamng,
and to satisfy, with ibs beautiful una.gery, ou
most fastidious ideas of true poetic beauty.

W,h;t first, perhupu, impresses itself on om
in mﬁng Spenser, is the “ indescribable sweet-
ness,” the exquisite harmony of his verse. . It

huhwy melhﬂuonaﬂOwthat we donotﬂnd




beauty; but he never revels in it with the air | the realms of pure fancy. In the “vastness and

-~ “bower of bliss,” he does it to concentrate there,

70 THE DALHOUSIE GAZETTE.

; It is like the effect which is given to the
view of a beautiful cascade by the music of the
falling water, or to a beautiful old ruin by the
overgrowing moss and ivy. The portrayal of
the beautiful seems to be almost a passion with
Spenser. The “ Faery Queehe” “ glows and is
ablaze with beauty.” Descriptions of charming
landscapes, lovely nymphs, beautiful ladies,
courtly knights, terrible dragons, follow one
another in endless succession. Every turn, every
change of light “reveals a landscape or an
apparition.” :

: What a charming picture of his lady love he
gives us in his * Epithalamion,” that most
magnificent of “ spousal songs.”

“ So sweet, so lovolyf and so mild as she,

Adornpd with beauty’s grace and virtue’s store,
Her goodly eyes like sapphires shining bright,
Her forehead ivory white,

Her cheeks like apples which the hath rudded,

Her lips like cherries charming men to bite.”
Portraits like this meet us at every turn.
They appear so frequently and so naturally that
we cease to wonder, though we cannot cease to
to admire them. His mind seems to turn with
beautiful creations. So ‘quick and sympathetic
is his sense of beauty, that with him
¢ All that’s good is beautiful and fair.”
Whatever is pure and noble is seized upon and
clothed in that radiance and loveliness with
which, in his mind, it" is inseparably associated.
There is a great difference between Spenser’s
conception and portrayal of beauty and that of |
Shakespeare or of Milton. In Spenser we find
little of that subtle, intellectual beauty, which
lends such an inimitable charm to the poetry of
the great dramatist, and none of the sublime
beauty and lofty grandeur so characteristic of

the very essence of temptation, to show in itg
most seductive light the almost irresistible powef
of sensuous beauty, in order that he may make
the. resistance of it the more complete and
striking. Such a power really exists and has
always existed ; and Spenser, if he would be
f‘rue to his purpose, must exhibit it overthrown
 in all its strength. Such a task is not always
!)lea.sant, at least to modern ideas, but the
innate purity and nobleness of Spenser’s mind
rendered it the easier for him. His was a nature
of rare tenderness, imbued with “ an almost
maidenly purity of feeling.” His love of the
chaste and pure was too deep and unfeigned to
be easily contaminated with impuﬁt}, too faith-
ful and sincere to suffer unrebuked, that which
which he could not help seeing.

To a nature such as this, whatever is pure
and beautiful cannot help but be lovely. Love
is inseparable from it.

“ For Love is lord of Truth and Loyalty.”

One ideal, the ideal of beauty, is not enough
for such a poet; blended with it he must also
have the ideal of love. And we see how neces-
sary this is to the poet, how natural an outcome
of his character in the apparently unconscious
way in which he effects this union. ;

.Iu presence of this ideal of loveliness and
purity, a new sense of beauty unfolds itself to
us. We fall under the spell of a new enchant-
ment, and rest, willing captives in its silken
chains. Satiety, however, succeeds to enjoyment.
We cannot help but feel the want of reality, and
ere long desire to return to our real, disenchanted
world.

It is this artificiality that is Spenser’
serious fault. 1n thotyhérj ‘Queene” v.um :

~ Milton. In his poetry it is more elemental, | introduced to tastic world
: . . p : 2 f
~ more quaint and simple ; but it is this quaintness | incongruities, u:d, ::ongh ‘;orwld. :hm won- .

and simplicity which gives to it a charm |derful skill in sttempting t 1 we ekt
peculiarly and decidedly its own. ~ wpwwhm_of.wemg::o: Here,
Spenser, like most: deseriptive poets, is not | unlike our cxperience in “ As You Likeit” or the

averse to the portrayal of seductive and sensuous | “T

of a voluptuary

empest,” we are fully conscious that we ate in

iptuary. He never forgets that he has | overflow of his picture atic -
hgunguluh‘ , that he has a moral lesson | conjured up a world such as we see ¢

only in our

paints such a picture as Acrasia’s | dreams. The vividness and brilliancy of the

-

phantoms is all that leads us to doubt whether

_one poet is picturing life as it is, and that the
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they be phantoms or not. That we doubt at all
is due to the

¢ Wondrous skill and.'lwoet wit of the man.”

Hereo it is that Shakespeare completely eclipses
him. We like well enough to hear odd stories,
to see odd characters; but we like at the same
time to see in them beauty and truth to nature.
Though Spenser’s creations are admirable for the
wondrous beauty with which they are associated,
they are yet mere phantoms. They are not flesh
and blood. They are mere personifications of
abstract qualities, redeemed only by the fact
that among them we find personifications of the
Joftiest feelings and most heroic virtues, all ani-
mated by a spirit of deep religious earnestness
and tender morality. The contrast between a
character such as Una, and one such as Portia or
Desdemona, is clearly and unmistakably felt,
and it is only the spotless purity of the former
that can in any way reconcile us to the want of
dramatic reality. We feel well enough that the

other is picturing life as it might be, but we can
accept the latter fact for the sake of the fascina-
tion the characters have for us. From the
conscious dramatic truth and living reality of the
one poet, we can turn to the wondrous enchant-
ment and ideal beauty of the other, and find

both pleasure and profit.

W

ENGLISH AND CLASSICS.

(Bpeltueeordhgtommﬂy-fwrulaqfthe American and
English Philological Associations. )

Tae subject of the debate of Sodales”
which took place on Friday, January 13, and of
which mention is made in another column,
involvs principls of great and increasing interest
to collegians and all others interested in education.

Probably all wil agree that insufficient pro-
vision is made for the study of English Litera-
ture in our college for those not taking honors
in the subject. But that the course should be
extended at the expense of the Classics many
deny ; considering the latter of so great import-

In our common scools and academies, tho
English grammars are studied and almost com-
mitted to memory ; tho text-books on English
Composition ar red and re-red, until, if the
study of theory availd, the scolar ought to be
an expert; the practice of composition and the
critical reading of standard English authors
receivs mot a. fraction of the attention that
reason and common sense demand for them;
often because of the inefficiency of the teacher;
but generally because the importance of the
work is not. recognized. The consequence of '
this neglect is that the majority of students

handling the English language, and but a very
slight acquaintance with the writings of good
English authors. Accordingly the work of the
first year wust consist, to a great extent, in
gaining a knowledge which ought to hav been
acquired before entering college. As our ordinary
English course extends over only two years,
there is thus left to the student but one year

English Literature under the guidance of & com-
petent instructor. And tho undoubtedly, during
the first two years great progress is made, yet
how litl can be done in so short a time ! Two
hours & week in the first year, and three in the
second! Nothing can be tucht but a few of
Shakspere’s plays, and & sprinkling of Milton,
And this is our nativ language, which everyone
of us must uze thru life; in which our lawyers
must convince their juries ; our ministers instruct
their congregations; in which our editors and
authors must write; and in which our public
speakers and politicians must speak ; the lan-
guage we must all uze whenever we wish to
impart our thoughts to others.

Now look at the Classies. The student enters
college with, of course, no very extensiv know-
ledge of ‘ Classics, tho a good deal of time has
been spent at it in scool, He has had to commib
to memory tables of strange words in the shape of
declensions of Latin and Greek nouns, adjectivs

and pronouns, and conjugations of verbs ; rules

ance in the education of the student, that any | in abundance with exceptions innumerabl. And
time taken from them even for the sake of -the | these of course, he coud not lern as the Greek

I‘nglllﬁ would involy serious loss to him.

3 t
-

entering college hav a plentiful lack of gkil in -

the second, in which to pursue the study of

or Roman child lernd them, or as he himself
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lerns his own language, by the necessity of con-
stantly uzing his tung in order to exist; he has
had to lern them by the sense-dulling and brain-
addling process of committing to memory by
repetition without the use of reason, one of the
processes which, like that of lerning to spel
under our arbitrary system of orthografy, ren-
der scool life so distasteful to many children.
Besides this he has probably red a litl from two
or three Latin and one or two Greek authors.
He now enters upon the mechanical work of
getting out translations of Greek and Latin
prose and poetry with the aid of dictionary and
grammar and generally of a “ crib,” seldom with
any idea of getting at.the thought and spirit of
the writer. Many of the texts ar so corrupt
that much of the time in class is taken up with
different conjectural readings in disputed pas-
sages. Not that we coud much complain of the
corruptness of the text in itself; for it is
inevitabl. . But so important ar these different
readings that the man who will make a “class”
must “take them all down” and afterwards
“plug them all up,” or he may get “ left.”

The Freshman has eight hours a week at
Classics ; the Sophomore five hours. The candi-
date for a B. A, is not ufter this year allowd to
drop Classics, tho he must drop English; he
must take Latin or Greek to the end. So he has
two or three hours a week for the next two
years. Add to the time spent in recitations and
lectures the time required to prepare for them at
~ home; and how large a praportion of the student’s
time is spent in getting a very limited knowledge
of these ded languages! For is it not very
limited ? - How many graduates (leaving out of
the question the winners of honors in the sub-
- jeet, and perhaps even that need not be done)
hav acquired such proficiency in Latin or Greek
that Horace or Homer, Cicero or Plato, has a
charm for them? Few indeed. '

- But why arthe Classics so assiduously culti-
vated if so few ever advance far enuf to enjoy
them as literature ? We ar told that every man
who hopes to be a good English scolar, who
wishes to appreciate the great works of English

thors, must first hav a good knowledge of
&-iu, Now I am not going to contend that |

this knowledge is valueless to the student of
English Literature. It is true that most of the
great English writers wer good classical scolars;
their writings coud not but be affected by their
classical knowledge ; and consequently the same
knowledge in us must help us in reading their
works. But that this knowledge is necessary to
the comprehension of their works I do not believ,
except, of course, with regard to classical refer-
ences, with which, if necessary, we can becum
familiar thru translations. Nor is it to be sup-
posed that the inherent excellence of the great
English works is due, except in rare cases, to the
classical element in them. Who wil say that
Johnson’s style is either more forcibl, more beu-
tiful, or more expressiv on account of its Latin
structure. Is not this rather an obstacl that
keeps men from the perusal of his writings?
Coud Byron’s thoughts hav been more beutifully
exprest had he been a Milton in classical lerning ?
How much of Classics did Shakspere know ?
Would Bacon, would Hooker, would Milton,
would Macaulay hav remaind in obscurity with-
out his Classics ?

As long as such men as these represented the
standard of highest culture, a cultured man must
be a classical scolar. But must this standard
remain fixt? Hav men found nothing new sinse
the days of Milton, that we must stil go back to
the ancient days of Greece and Rome for lerning
and culture ? '

But then, you say, our vocabulary consists,
to the extent of more than half, of the Romance
element. Cannot we lern the meanings of our
words of Romance origin without tracing them
back to theirsource? Few of us think it neces-
sary to hunt out the derivation of our Saxon
words. | |

~If a knowledge of Classics coud be secured
in a few years and with a reasonable amount of
labor, sutficient to prove a source of enjoyment
for the rest of our lives, such as our own

of the great minds of our own race coud not be
clearly and intelligently comprehended with-
out the aid of classical knowledge; if the

for th nelgv,vigorousand diniied espre-

literature represents ; if the literary productions
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Halifax ; H. L. Dennison, Kent

ille ; J. J. Buchanan, B.A.,
vA.e New. Glasgow ; A. H.

sion of the simplest as wel as of the grandest Svdney; Geo, Patterson, Ll% I. (Four of the above study

and noblest thoughts of the human A8 with city firms.)

f wurthy objects for

i lack o
e and useful channels

man’s endevor, and of broad
for his occupation ; then th
and valid reason for

renderd justifiabl. As it is, there is too mucll:
to do in the living present; t00 much to. loo
forward to in the glorious future, to permit our
clinging with such obstinacy to the ded pa..st.
Thus it is, from the growing nec.e%ﬂty of
thoro proficiency in the use, both in ert{n}% a;r;ld
speaking; of our own English tung, whic , :
built upon different languages of the pa'.st, is y;e
a firmly welded whole, indepem!ent, mtens:l{
expressiv, containing the excellencies of them all;
and from the lessening importance of an exteni
siv knowledge of the ded la.nguagfs; .tha.t
would strongly advocate an extension in our

ini ivn.
llege, and in all colleges, of the training givn
{.3 ﬁfn&lish to ordinary undergraduates In Arts;

and & correspondmg curtailing
d in the study of Classics. .
:lft‘:: lrlx(ll;sght.lbcs done here would be to provide for

: . ;
in English Literature extending ove

?o::ur::rs outsni%e of the Honor course, W ich ‘::

too difficult for most students ; and to ma

i tional in the last two years. A
S\::gsf: i:;})isl would surely be 1% the direction of

progress.
DALHOUSIE LAW SCHOOL.
The Law School was opened in

Faculty consisting of two regular
six lecturers.

3 | John, N. B.;
ere would be good g)(;l:y, B. A, (

: 3 !. Sydney ; T. H s
the pursuit of these studies %,?ﬂ‘:;a)i 11::;.8 :Igzill, oy VIS Pran, Xav.), Mabou;

3 o ars perhaps : tville; F. W. Howay,
which the conditions of Ll . : % (?, I;{eilc%at%efd:Bride, New Westminster,

Lockhart, B. A., ,(Aoadia), Lockartville, Kinfs; C. E.

1883 with a
rofessors and

t
“The course covers three years, &
the close of which successful students receive

cNex’il, Charlottetown, P

FirsT YEAR.

ir, St.

Kingston, N. B.; J. A. Sinoh.m‘,
e Bow;r,L. llt“lgirwoa.ther, Sussex, N. B.; % E
Mt. All), Oxford; C. T. Hamilton, B. A.,

. White, B. A., (Kings), Shel-

New Westminster,
B.C.; B. A

. F. Frame,

Freeman, Shelburne ; Thomas Nutting, Truro ; Gahalan,

i 3 J.

i - J. A. Roberts, Bridgewater ; p 8 s

g:llitfl:: (,l WJ H. Huggins, h}iitalg?lx); ]’i‘.nlxir.o ‘Arlt)natll;on ’c}il:il;,
AR ?Fﬁrc; c(>f these are in city offices.)

Little Bras d’Or.
(GENERALS.
J. D. Ritchie, Halifax ; D. J. Stevens, Halifax ; Geo. P.
Gray, Halifax.

The following Arts’ Students are taking

affiliated course: .
Wm. McDonald Pictou ; T. R. Robertson, Annapolis ;

C. A. Howatt, P.E. L ; V. J. Paton, Halifax ; C. H. Hyde,
Truro.

- : ish to direct the
Tag GymNasiom.—We wish -
attention of the students to the importance (:)xfx
attending regularly the classes in the gymnasiu

which has just opened.

new rooms are large d
witEh:pparatus, <o that under the eflicient

] i hould
ement of Sergt.-Major Bailey, we st
ll:ls:.‘.\?ea%xcellent) classes in gymastics this wll‘ntel;
Sergt. Bailey has authorized ugutob stztf;;erté da e
number of valuable prizes Wi ?1 e

tition in various subjects, such as )
::lml‘)):rlexercise, foils, single sticks, ete, a.nlc)le thé:
is some additional inducement to the great ﬁgur
students would derive from spending an 4
several days each week in hea:lthft‘.lsl 1n}'111gzx;ax.l;:ﬁ
ise. We hope our students Wi
:;:ir: lﬁgst interesgs and attend punctally and

regular.
Y. M. C: A. Notes.—A¢t the first meeting of

and well-fitted up

the Degree of Li. B. Thero are 44 studentsin |\ (Gl o'y M. C. A after vacation, the fol- 7

i interest .
attendance at present, and asit may b?eoiin]ights lowing o

' ho are to be our future leg .
:‘:ull‘?:e:oe they come, we. give purtx.culars i

g3 Tk YEAR.
" H. Meclnnes, Pictou

;Aﬂ. To J "
' Annapolis ; A. A. McKay, B. A, (McGill) Wallace

B.; | The Y. M. e bf e
tford, Bridge- jes. When it is remem
C. A. McCready, Moncton, N. B.;u‘ d';'i:' x‘h:&“ o“,:.l the college societies

Armstrong, Kingston ; A. Morrison, Cow Bay;
ﬁm, Port Hood ; J. R. Campbell, Dorchester, }¥

water. (Seven of the above
firms in the city.)
b 2 ¥ SgcoND YEAR.

; 1,
A. Cam Sydney ; A. J. M.A. Bha
. T. Ross, B.A., (Acad.), M .B.‘Afl(pu e

Cmvywndmg Sec’y. . .
ones, Halifax; E. A “ Recording Secy «.....J. N. Maclean.

B.A., Truro; | attendance at the b ¥

cers were elected for next year:

esiden . <+ v ... Ceorge Millar. 8
: Vi vidont. iamey .Chrisgtopher Munro.

. . . A, G. Laird.

Treasurer.
C. A. is one of the best attended of

that very few of the students board in the

i “and that the avers
it Mg colleﬁa. é.ndA. t;n:etings is abrzﬁ

A, | thirty, it will be seen how interested the mem-

L‘.u&?’g‘ﬁdﬂp‘.&n&.. (Acad.), Truro; 1. F. T

?u:: bers are in this important work,
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A LARGE number of cases have been argued

in the Moot Court during the preseny
term of the Law School by the members
of the Second and Third Years, and many
important and intricate legal problems and
questions have been thoroughly examined.
We do not think, though, that even' yet sufficient
importance is attached to this part of the work
of the Law Students. This year, of all others,
can best furnish an excuse for not giving any
more attention to the work, from the fact that
proper accommodations were not available during
the early part of the session. j '

Our course of leotures is, in many senses of
the term, a thorough practical one—just such
aore as a lawyer in our country would most
require. Notwithstanding this, there can be no
question as to the advantages of the Moot Court,
properly conducted and. arranged. . The effort

support of his argument. Much depends upon
the proper application of these prineiples to
actual cases, and on the proper and systematic
arrangement of the rule of law as they apply.

Here the necessity of a well-prepared brief
presents itself, and demands of the counsel
engaged a strict observance of the rules of logie.
He classifies and states the rules of law, each
under its appropriate division sustained by the
authorities,and relies upon it in his oral argument,
Forensic eloquence is not in any degree so requi-
site as is a elear, concise and logical statement of
the law applicable. The success of our best
lawyers lies here : not in the length of time they
are able to stand before the Bench and talk, but

in their logical argument and clear presentation
of the law,

Sufficient recognition has not been given to
this important feature of the Moot Court work,
The briefs should be critically and carefully
examined, their defects pointed out, and, if needs
be, assistunce should be rendered in preparing
them in proper form,

We hope to see in the future an improvement
in this work in the direction of making it a far
more essential part of the Moot Court work. Prac-
bice in the preparing of pleadings should also be
introduced, and it is to be hoped that ere long
‘Some provision for lectures on this im

phase of legal work may be provided for.

-

WE think it well to call the attention of
- ~the many friends of our University,
especially the Graduates who, for the most,
part, are widely scattered in all parts of
the inhabitable world to the fact that our

here is to make, not merely theoretical, but

\

paper could be made much more attractive and
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“the only medium of obtaining any intelligence of

interesting if all would take a more lively | expense of time, exndeayor to the efztent :f the;:

interest in keeping up some of its departments. | ability, to make the paper as ullteres 1ngrf0r

We refer particularly to the Personal column. | possible to the .students—the{l a kso f}?yn 5

We have observed that in the majority of our |their own ¢ (;Ople;. P’?ﬁr :0 a;)iv:, tIheep‘;per

‘ ' i still found unwilling

College exchanges, a very considerable space is some are L N o ive W pepe
' ] i their support. We thin a p

devoted to this subject. It is but natural that ' : ¥ oo
) to be socially ostracised, at least,

ts of to-day should feel justly proud |deserve : strac b le .

;':e :Z‘;g?:; znd leaZning of the success and |shall consider ourselves right in publishing their

achievements of those who have gone out to | names in the next issue of the GAZETTE.
baffle with the practical side of life.

Its contents must be equally interesting to TR A ST T S B AP S S
SR ot Jo Mhom Wie s perhaps | SEONALD O MABTIN. o old Da.lhogia;n,
died suddenly in Charlottetown on We .
each other’s destiny. We knov.v thatn::;rw(;:; nesday the eleve:nth January. Mr. Martin took
selves, no column of the G‘?ZETTE " sc:'n three years of his Arts Course here, but never
g ea.gefmess a:d a.nxletty (t;:);l;gte lfii(l)i';:ntly graduated. In 1875 h: geg;n (li;he Stude rg laI:

Those of us who are a 4 i fice of Edward J. Hodgson, Q. C.

pursuing the same work that you have If)ursued, ;’;;ge}?e s adeibbed 30t bt of P
are eager to hear of your a.chlevements: o.r Edward Island and shortly after bega.me a
#Thus bindred objects ki’;d:s tlh ozrgi:t:i::pm' | partner in the firm of McLean and Martin. I.n
o W e e ewt k c;w of the | 1882 he was elected to represent Belfast, his
SN B JOR 10 10 s & Bleasure"o 3 leasant | Rative district, in the House of Ass.embly. He
Yaistasons of the. ; bo?:s e Yoll was re-elected in the general electlor.l of 188.6
SN V1. I Wy are reonllod, and College and continued to hold his seat at the time of his

life is lived over again. dacih
P v s 4 Boe @l
“ Vivere bis, vita posse priore frui.” —
A little exertion in this direction would

render this column exceedingly interesting efnd OOMMERCI AL UNION seems to be gettfng
welcome &0 all, and groatly aid in strengthening |, its due share of attenf,ion frox.n the Canafllan
the loyalty and attachment, all should ha:ve for people at presént. This is but just an d right.
our Alma Mater and all connected therewith. . . W AR B e on heted” aid con-
flicting to be lightly dealt with a.nd suufma.nly
disposed of. There is no Canadian, if this ques-
tion is taken up seriously, but who should ta:ke
a deep and lively interest in it. It is a question
that may change the whole course of our future,

: i dence, and
: i ing the small | one that may even affect our indepen »
Bt'}"":; ::: :z:la? r::or?sm:hep ali:lilglténance of | as such demands the attention of every lover of
sum .

W its chief aim and | his country. | . :
.:rpm::extnt:on :ll:imch h“o:o';t:l:eﬁt wrighta, we Upon the real merits of Commere:ml Union,
’ 1d asm;edl say nothing. We did think | we, of course, for obvious reasons m.ll o.ﬁ'er 1111'0

* indsed, that the very great unpopularity into | comment. We are s e g b‘;"‘(‘)‘a;“aﬁa:

o - i last | gently discussed by the majority o L ToC

which the few who made that experiment last ; 4 fdaie te 1 Abda ot
i fter to | papers. What, perhaps, ins
winter fell, would be sufficient ever a iscussion. i hat it has not yet been

e ie College, | discussion, is the fact that i ' y ,

banish beyond the limits of Dalhonsu? . Ay Slpi - Ly
\ : tty and sordid parsimonious- | taken L, e B party po ALiRe A il i
mmﬂh 2 '(ll‘:fhe{ﬁ:ir? o{ the GAZETI;’:, at great | question is tuken up by the politicians, and the

. g ‘

T E learn with some degree of surprise, that
W several of our students—some of them
Bursars, too—have refused to take. a copy of
the GazeTTe. Were there any whose circum-
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political forces, we may cease to look for fair,
intelligent discussion.

Nothing -can be more disgusting than the
tone of the average political paper of the day.
We wonder sometimes why the reading public
tolerate such a state of things. Surely the
public taste is above the personalities and con-
temptible buffoonery so often indulged in by
many of our leading journals. We admit that
if a taste for such matter exists it will be pan-
dered to; but we are loath to think so badly of
newspaper readers as that. There is certainly
some remedy for this deplorable condition.
Probably the only effectual one lies with the
readers themselves. Let the reading public
unequivocally show that it wants fair and
decent discussion and it will most assuredly
have it.

e p— e

SOME interesting articles came in too late for
this issue, but will appear in our next.

o A— P e

PREACHING AND TEACHING.

THE aim of the scientist is to know, to find
out what Nature is, and how she acts. If he can
add to the realm of knowledge, he has, he thinks,
so far simplified life. All reasonable life with
him consists in relating one’s self with fact. He
follows out vital processes to their end, and then
utters his word of approval or of warning. He
assumes that if men knew better, they would do
better ; his battle, therefore, is with ignorance
and tlre errors which ignorance breeds. He has
come to be suspicious of the teaching of very
many who take things at second-hand, and who
thus in all likelihood misconceive them. In the
matter of scrupulous honesty in dealing with
~ facts, he claims to be far in advance of the ordi-
nary religious teacher, whose first object seems
to be to hold his ground, not to enquire if it be
solid or worth the holding. And so there has
arisen quite a coolness, if not an open fued,
between the so-called men of science and the
defenders of the ancient faith.

Now there can be nothing gained by disre-
gard::s facts. Every science has been con-
structed slowly and gropingly, as men saw and
examined and considered. It is perilous to
undertake to anticipate Nature,—we are never
sure when the data are all in. We are only sure
of our judgment upon facts already known.

And indeed no one can doubt that inve

world is here to be explored, The mystery of it
is the spell that attaches us to it, that keeps us
from idling in mere dream-land. Its face is
ever changing, and thus flinging us a challenge.
And all sure knowledge is that which has come
by accepting this challenge. All firm beliefs are
these which are rooted in the convictions that
have come in treating fearlessly, though rev-
erently, this path of investigation. Whatever
will not bear investigation does not merit belief.
So far, surely, the scientist is right. Let light
be thrown upon the facts.

And yet the work of the religious teacher is
the complement and security of all this. Man

is, he needs further to be taught to relate him-
self to this knowledge. Knowledge does not
compel obedience. The struggle that goes on in
every aspiring soul is born of the effort to act
up to one’s knowledge, not to let passion or ease
or indulgence overmaster this knowledge. Men
constantly need the stimulus, the inspiration to
goodness. All the knowledge that is stored in a
national library may be lost in some outburst of
barbarism. All the skill and genius that are
embodied in the finest architectural piles may be
obliterated by a dynamite bomb. The contest
is not with ignorance alone, but with badness.
As things now are, the inspirer of good conduet
is as important a factor of society as the dis-
coverer of new truth. Why should these look
askance at one another? Are they not both
engaged in the self-same work ? On what foun-
dation but knowledge can the preacher hope to
build a stable and worthy character? And of
what use to semi-barbarians, who have no appre-
ciation, are the magnificent conquests of the
human mind ? Tlneﬁnegacy is valueless to them,
and it is in their power to squander or destroy
it. The pursuit of scientific truth may separate
a man from his kind. And that it may be of
service, society must be in a mood of welcome,
not of hostility,

For there are other problems than those
which ‘investigation can solve. How is one
to comfort himself to the accidents and ocea-
sions of life? How is one to act in the ce
of sickness and loss and ill-treatment? From
this problem of conduct one can never escapa.
In this realm the words true and false yield to
the words noble or base, worthy or unworthy.
In this realm we do not merely think,—we live.
Here we recognize the heroic, the high, in human
action and are moved to imiti Surely
this is field ample enough for the teacher of
morals. Hiuuzf‘edhiatothuinmmwhioh.m
be roused to |

was meant to be the path to knowledge. The

man a helpfal member of the race. . He may be .

needs not only to know, to be taught what truth-

ty of action; which makes
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, on | whi i tion of that first-
i is outlook, and discourse on | which well sustains the reputati .
t?:&?istgfw;;lieg‘;nhzl?ludestiny, which have for | elass monthly. Teachers especially, who desire

all a strong fascination. But th

ese are nobt his | to keep abreast of the times, cannot afford to be

concern except as they contribute to inspire men | without this invaluable journal.

to goodness. No man has a right to preach who

TaE Queen’s College Journal comes to our

ith 1 ' ho lcome asusual. The number
has not faith in the future of society, .a.nd w exchange box as welco
is not willing to labor for that ; for the 1.mprove;‘ for l)e%. 15th is quite readable, :,)hougglf t;:lig
ment that may be reached here, be the 1ssues o imagine we have seen better nnmbers

the life to come what they may. The distrust
that has arisen between student and Breapher is
due to want of regard for each other’s rightful
sphere ; the wheels of thought must not be
arrested by anarchy or despair; they can only
run frictionless and to happy results, when man
has learned to love his nelghbor, to reverence
himself, and live for the coming of the Kmic.lom

of God.

IR .

EXCHANGES.

WE welcome to our table the Merchistonian
(Merchiston  Castle School, Edinburgh,) the
December No. of which has just reached wus, and
trust that it will be a regular visitor hereafter.
This Scottish journal has a delightful table of
contents, embracing prose, fiction, poetry, illus-
trations, &c. Loversof the classics w1l! appreciate
the following translation of Lavelace's sonnet—
To Altheua, from Prison :

Rupe non muri solida valentes
Carcerem ferri neque claustra fingunt ;

Illa securam sibi pectus aequom
Praebuit arcem.

Dum volat pennis mihi amor solutis
Et nihil mel‘::em cohibet, per altum
Una gens divom spatiatur aeque
Libera caelum. 5 0P

TaE December No. of the Vanderbilt Ob:sel'r"ve‘rt
i ceedingly good No., containing excellen
:srt‘i:l:sxon th'eg %hgackeray Letters, Edfar Allan
Poe, as well as a choice selection o original

© poetry. |
Tug Pictovians, we are pleased to see, have
resurrected the Academy. We extend our
‘wishes and encouragement, but we would

advise them to have fewer articles, and, if as for the everyday purposes

‘possible, have them a little better prepared.
Tae Argosy is one of the

ey ' g well written, and | brilliant, spa .
SR Ih m‘c};?mui.:temﬁn‘g character. | valuable, portable truths.

e+ T p o T r throughout is one of Amo
e Sy "Of' i tg:peof but “fgew college jour- 4.3ommen:;g “ Hiawatha’s To

thrift,

somewhat staid, sober journal. The eqworla.ls.
deal with pertinent and interesting topics, and
evince some care in preparation. Kor literary
matter the number has a fairly well w’x"ltten
poem entitled “ Lines Addressed to Death,” and
a review on “ Walt Whitman.”

Tag flustrated London News for Dec. 31st
is replete with interesting articles, covering &
wide range of subjects and profusely illustrated.
We have in this I‘%o. portraits of Mr, Jules Ferry ;
Dean of Rochester, (deceased), 9.nd ot!xer
celebreties, a large number of sketches illustrating
important events in the English and French
capitals ; Scenes in Morocco, Burmah, Wales,
., 8¢, :
o "The News, at the low price of $4 per annum,
is the cheapest and best illustrated Weerkly
extant, and is published by the I lustrated News

Co., Potter Building, N. Y.

TaE Christmas number of The ’Va'rs_ttty se(;{x

table, and, as our eye roams over 1S I-
({)i\IIIZd pages, nothing on }vrvhich it lights strikes llb
unfavourably. From the opening edltorlad,
where “The ’'Varsity Owl gravely an
decorously extends his Christmas greetings, to
the last page, everything 1s good. There 1s &
literary tone about 1t that but few college papers
can hope to rival. It is easily seen that 1t lacks
not able and interested supporters, .presuma.l.)ly
among the Alumni of the College, without which
no college paper can be really healtl.)y.

1f we were to attempt to pass ‘]udgmgnt. on
any of the articles, we would ntice In articular :
«The Philosopher : A Hot Platonie ialogoue,
and “ A Sanctuin Dialogue of Modern Times.
In the latter are some very pithily put news-
palper maxims. For ixaxaple :h“tA n:e\;:pa&e; 3

ion is to make thought current.

sole function is to %{ gl

as our vehicle of barter, and not gems. So what

iciest of our |is wanted in our editorial is mnot fanciful,

rkling sentences, but intelligible,

e poetical pi t especiall
the poetical pieces we lﬁxg.” ppgt 1{

nals.

admirable in rhythm and iction, and has

Tae Ed

Review for December has | a grace and beauty not often possessed by a mere

an interesting and varied selection of articles | parody.
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DALLUSIENSIA,

Tae New Glasgow half-and-half nearly fell

~'| & vietim to a rival’s jealousy. The train which

We wish ; 1
¢ wish our contemporaries to note that this column is not intended | runs on the Pictou Branch was wrecked by the

Jor the public, but belongs exclusively to the students at present attending

College, who are alone expected to understand its contents.

SCHURMAN, what was in that basket ?

envious desperado ; but happily our frien
not aboard. He remained in Iyictou that ni:l::

“To be beautiful, an object must be com-

MAcCALLUM has just returned from his paratively small.” So thought the tall philoso-

X-mash vacation.

‘;‘)her of 1890 as he promenaded Pleasant Street.
To be vast, is sublime.” So thought his fair

SoME of the students are bemoaning the fact companion,

that a week of their ewistence is as though it was

not.

Tz Bishop doesn’t wish to be again_trotted
out in this column. He thinks it is getting too
CoMMoN,

THE latest is a letter addressed Miss Eugen
C——  “You should be a woman, Eugen:al,g a.n;
- yet your mustaché forbids us to interpret that
you are so.”

“No,” said the Medical Student, “I don’t
care a cent whether I get a degree or not; I
have got my skull-and-cross-bones pin, and that
is a passport into any society.”

THE classical Junior’s first act in 1888, was

rformed in the escorting business. As this is

leap-year, a Gord(i)on knot may tie bim down
in life before the year is ended. ‘

AN a.wkw.a.rd contretemps at the Rink, on a
recent occasion thréw our dear little Senior on
his back, while his partner, out of sympathy
doubtless, threw herself across his breast. :

Forr Massey church saw. a strange sight
when a Mathematical Senior marched ing:e:legra:
of the sex and one small child. We wish,our
enterprising Senior every success as a family
man

_ TaE D. D. Freshie found this puzali -
bination of letters written on ‘E not‘;8 l(:t:k
apparently, as he judged, by one of the sweet-girl-
undergraduates, iloveu. After some difficulty
he interpreted it thus: I love Hugh.

AN example of Freshman "d it
exhibited the other day when the :«Etr:%;;
was seen on the College campus with a lance
staff. He reminded us of the famous back-
swords man of “ Henry IV., Part I1.”

SAID the sentenced-Junior to his brother ir
. ';”ﬁiovtionioftoth_e mdn%rm, “ What did-.ﬂli:
Senate say to you, George ?” The terrified Soph
licked his lips and repﬁed.“O.'n?gi‘ ;Wi

it

|

of my case and imposed the same |
'fmrm”i The two g;

Senate, after a special meetin ve them 1]

of absence for the rest of the %angt:, and :glat :::lex

;nexlnber (;f cfgm: a u;t assembly called and had
pleasant chat with hi i i '

gy ith him. He is a little afred

HE (stopping short in the middl

_sentéalnce): i‘ lost that idea.” o
he : “ I am very sorry; because i

onl)ii ld(;a. y(l)(‘; had tz-nigh{.” st
[e frankly quitted her com 4 i

how idealistic the ladies of “the p;;{enégf;ﬁg

Tre N. B. Sophmore who attends the G
St. Methodist Church; may be séen in ihr;fl?;
every Sunday, holdin.i; ymn-book for one of
:grn Ig‘re}:;.tzmet young ladies in the church. sHe
is em is the hi jogment
which earth can afford. e, g s

Turn this way, bullies, to see

anxious look of thz “ hopeful Di by::‘ee" :g;l;
wends his way to the ticket office four da
before the lectures closed. Mark his sorrowful
countenance as he turns away from the ticket
agent ; hear him mutter, “ Doesn’t my Matricu-
lation ticket show that I am astudent 7 What
does all this mean? Some Digby blonds were
gdzt;ghomcfrom the Normal School that very

LAW SCHOOL FACETIA.

“I canxNoT Mr. T.” quoth Pro-
fessor, * but I 1:::30 ;.ou :;'o h‘ore.ﬁ' A

TaE man who made a temporary

tion of a portion of the library, evi ‘Py a&tni:
at a high position on the Examination Pass List.
“Capillary attraction,” said the First Year

of the po

m. and went away. :

avely shook their |
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A SopH dreamt the other night that the
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who is the Xroud possessor of a key to all the

English an
and American Statutes and Digests, as well as

the chief text books! He is certainly a magnate
among his fellow-students.

A provident landlady had the word “ Head”

1. The future of Great Britain: wil she

American Law Reports, the English retain her present ascendancy !

9. Is life worth living ?
8. Capital Punishment.
4, Is the general influence of novels for

good or evil ?

Those who do not attend the debates miss &

stamped in large letters at the end of the beds of splendid opportunity for improvement.

her boarders, at which their heads are intended
to rest. There can be no excuse for mistakes

now. ”

V. G. FRAZEE.

LAW SCHOOL NOTES.

It was not the arrow of conviction that
caused & Senior to start so suddenly in church.
It was rather the realization that the learned
divine had located the source of the resonant
scenes, by which the congregation had been
disturbed.

An honorable M P. at the last meeting of the
Mock Parliament, in holding the C. U. fad up to
reprobation of the House, exclaimed, “ I wonder
wEa.t our Respective Dean would say to that !”
And yet he claims to represent the intelligent
_glectorate of B—— |

Tae Second Year Class oomg}ain of the
existence of a triwmvirate, who have entered
into an agreement to divide the power among
themselves, one assuming to take control of the
Provinece of Cis alpine Negotialia Instrumentia
another the district of Leges Constitutiones, and
the third the plains of Kquity Jurisprudence.
History repeats itself.

RED stockings sometimes make appropriate

Christmas gifts. In selecting for presentation,
due should be had to the size of the
understandings of the donee. A recipient of
many such tokens of good will, complains that
they are all too small, and that some of the
shades received, do not harmonize with his com-
plexion. None yet received quite take the place
of those lost in St. John.

W

SopALES.—The third meeting of Sodales
Debating Society was held on Friday evening,
Jan. 13. The subject of discussion was: “Is a

 four years course in English with a two years
course in Classics pre erable to a two years
course in English with four (em of Classics?”
The debate was brisk and wel conducted on both
sides, with H. M. Mackay as openr in the nega-
g&u&W.Bmwau Mbt::tbooﬁhr
~ Both wer-ably su y the speakers

who followd them. y'l‘heps:buh lasted about two

hours, when the vote was taken, seven to six in

favor of the four years English course. -

J. Roy CAMPBELL, ‘88, has returned to the
Law School. He has been studying during the
interim at Dorchester, N. B.

W. A. Lyons, L. L. B, '87, has entered into
partnership with the firm of Lyons and Mooney,
and W. K. Tromson, L. L. B, '87, has entered the
firm of Thompson and Bullock, both of this city.

W. J. BowskR, of the First Year, we regret to
say, has been compelled through sickness, to

ive up his studies and return to his home
ﬁingston, N.B. We sincerely hope that he may

soon be with us again in restored health.

WE enjoyed a pleasant call last week from
J. Watson Fraser, of the Class of '87, who is
making a brief visit amon his numerous friends
ih the city. J. Watson 18 pursuing his legal
studies in Boston with a prominent firm there
and speaks in glowing terms of the many insti-
tutions of the “ Hub.” He has also of late, been
distinguishing himself as an artist. In a recent
campetition with many of the Boston artists, he
oxecuted a very fine painting of the late
Volunteer-Thistle race, carrying off the first prize
at the recent Mechanics’ Fair in that city. The
picture subsequently sold for $400.

Tae Mock Parliament met on Saturday
evening the 14th inst. The Committee to make
arrangements for the new Club Room reported,
and iv was decided to have the room seated with
chairs and tables and that the students be
levied on for sufficient funds to assist in suitably
decorating the room. -

The “Commercial Union” resolution was then
introduced by the leader of the Governnient, Mr.
Armstrong, who, in a lengthy s ech, set forth the
many virtues and commendable features of the
scheme. : |

Mr. Roberts followed in opposition, and in
| the short time at his disposal,set forth the many
virtues and commendable features of the

opposition.

~ On the four follow Fri;ll 8, boex.mm Mr. McNeil moved the adjourment of the debate.
RS kvt wil dx;‘- A some lively discussion is

-

¥ W 4 :
TrT o e ! ,
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At the next meeting
anticipated. -
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The hour for adjournment havin arrived, -
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PERSONALS.

WE had the pleasure of a visit from Pnnclpal
McKay of Pictou Academy, a few days a
More than half of Dalhousie boys have had
advantage of his training. His face recalls ma.ny
a happy day spent in the Academy at Pictou.

‘W. R. CampBELL, B. A., Principal of Truro
Academy, and DuGALD STEWART, B. A, Princi-
pal of Shelburne Academy, were in the clty and
g‘md us a visit during their .Xmas. vacation.

hey are looking well, and we hear, that, in
their professional work, they have shown that
“they are worth their breedmg

DALHOUSIE is well represented at Princeton |

Theological Seminary. Of the 143 students
attending the three classes, Princeton sends 34,
Lu.yf ette 11, and Dalhousie stands next with
ty the whole number in attendance only
16 have not taken a full college course.” The
Dalhousie boys are :—
In the g;nior Class, J. Matheson McLeod.
P. E. I, and Wm. M. Tuffts, Halifax, both of the
Class of '85.
- Inthe Middle Class, A. W.Thompson, Durham,
N. S, of 84, and Alfred Nicholson, P. E. 1., of '86,
In the Junior Class, M. E. Allison, Windsor,
N. S, of 86, F. J. Coffin, P. E. 1., also of '66, and
M. J. McLeod, P. E. I, of ’87.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

Dr. R. C. Weldon, $3. Frank Jones, $2. House of
Commons, Ottawa, $1.17. Miss Belle Crowe, Miss M. L. J.
Stewart, Rev. D. McDonald, Alex McKenzie, R. A. Finlay-
son, D. M. Soloan, W. C. Morrison, D.-C. Mackintosh, E. J.
Rattee, W. J. Bowser, Arch. O. Macrae, D. McD. Clark, A.
M. Morrison. A. H. Tre , Sir A. G. Archibald, J D.
MacKay, R. J. MacDonald, [ M. Mackay, M. 8. Mackuy,
A. C. L. Oliver, Geo. F. P ke, W. H. Magee, E. N, Worthy-
lake, F. Roberson, E. W. Lewu,Goo Miller, J. A. Matheson,
;tev Jhu.f Fitzpatrick, Rev. Geo. McMillan, S. A. Morton,
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AWAMIA DRUG l’l‘ﬂllo

1565 HOLLIS STREET.

We beg to announce to the students of DaLnousis, and to the people
in general, that we have constantly on hand a large and varied stock of

PURE DRUGS,
PATENT MEDICINES, PERFUMERY

Toilet Requisites, Eto.

PrYs101ANS' PRESORIPTIONS ACOURATELY PREPARED,

Prices Moderate.

HATTIE & MYLIUS,
Branch ;—Central Drug Store, 191 Hollis Street, Halifaz,

&% OrrosiTR PROVINCE BuiLpiNg. "B

W. F. PICKERING. EDWARD JOST.

W.F. PICKERING & CO.
Merchant Tailors,

CORNER DUKE AND BARRINGTON STREETS,

HALILEFAXX, N. 8.

» o ——

Printed by the NOVA SCOTIA PRINTING COMPANY, Corner of
Sackville and Graavile Sta., Haliax, N. .

SA!-”'“ MEDICAL COLLEGE,

IN AFFILIATION WITH

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY.

TWINTER SESSIOIN —SIX MONTEIS, OO'I‘OBER O AFPRIL.

For copies of Annul‘Am:onmontanddlhifornﬁm.uldn-Dl. LinosaY, Registrar, 241 Pleasant Street, Halifax.

125 BARRINGTON STREET, HALIFAX, N. 8. - (Opposite St. Paul's Cliurch)
Teeth without Plates.  Special Discount to Students.



