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fE 8 Professor Elisabeth Marin Borgese
FROM: Msgr. James Reinert

Dear Professor Borgese:

I have attached copies of three statemnents made by various representative of the Holy
Scc at meetings of the T.aw of the Sea in 1974, 1978 and 1982

I hope that these will help you in your work
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wman dimens.on

nological consigarar
alconsider

wvorld will be muCharI'lchw

wu,ggemenl from the book of Ecclesiasticus, which We would like 1o leave with you in conciu-
gon: "Corona sapientiae timor Domini. Wisdom's gariand is fear of the Lord, with biessoms of
o se and perfect heaith. Knowledge and full understanding she showsrs S2wn, she heightens
'.m;o,y ot these who possess her. (...) If you desire wisdom, keep the commandiments and the
word will bestow her upon you” (Sirach, 1:16-17 and 23).

‘;154) We could not formulate a better wish for you at the end of yaur kind vist And it 1s wih ali
our heat that, as We assure you aga'n of the pleasure that it has given Us, W ca'l cown God's
pest blessings an you, on your work, on yeur families and on the counines which you represent.

n New Sources of

E-SEA

4
Original: French (%) '8

i1ing the Uriteg Nationg

: 1. Swtement of H.E. Msgr. Axtonio Del Giudice, Apostolic Nurvio 11 Vengrueia, Hoad
in Rome 1rom sg ma

of the Delzgation of the Holy Sce, to the First Sessicn of the Third Coufersnce of
the United Nution on the Law of tie Sea, held in Curacas (Venezocis) on 12 Jure-29

] ' August 1974, Caracas. 12 July 1674
schnical aspect of yoy

ect which it assumeg by Qriginal: English

i
@ [8165) The Holy See is deeply aware o! the importance of the subjeat ur.der consigeration, and

dnparticular of the complex problems inseparably connected with it A rapid survey of some of
these matters may nat be out of piace.

wver the ages man gy 8
5, In what may be Called
nously: nct only ererpy’
have s far been used 4y

. $166) Ot special corcern is the rapidiy with which technology is meking possible the utiiization
18 hidden in the boweu (s ) p iS1 .00y gy & g POs

ocean spaces, at ever increasing depths, for miiitary purposes. Even the ocean tioor can be
measured in this way. Experimental nuciear explosions, for instance, always cary with them the
& ightening possibility of wicespread destruction of the marine ecesysism, £q sally frightening and
snthinkable is the prospect that the ccean floor be turned into e launching poc for missiles wilh
glomic warheads and that the sez beceme the hunting-ground ¢f ncreasing numbers of sub-
marines bearing huciear weapons. We are aware that there exists a Treaty pichiniting the em-
placemerit of nuclear weapons on the sea bed and the ocean fico:, but this Trealy does not
hibit their use for a variety of other military purpeses, such as bases for niciear submersibles.

stark terror that this prospect hoids rmust catalyze the nations inic .nsnting. into whatever
saty or agreement rasuits from this coniererice, exclusion of the sea to ail but peaceiul uses.

ch in order to consid
vements in various g

mankind and ycu wish 3
eNOrmous reeds oode

1@ Encyclical Maierét:
Jreh, anc with them af:
19 less favourad brot

3167) The sea is the last consideradle patrimony belonging 0 manking, wih 2 potental of re-
Bources that may well be decisive for manking's very future There aris2s. inevitably, the crucial
question: are the enarmeus banetits to be drawn fror the sea at the cispssa’ ¢f @l nations without
dscrimination, or are they the sxclusive claim of the rich naticns which have thz mMeans of actuai'y
Winning those benetits? The problem is an urgent one, tor the swift pate of wechnokogy has sud-
gd\'ﬂl‘l confronted the worid with new questions regarding the sea, s bed and subsoi, guestions

hat require a thorough airing in the interest of the economic, pelitical ard emyironmenial concerns
Individua! States and of the common-wealth of naticns as a whole.

1t that your work, 48
Jork of mercy”. Pespid
ward you: for whoey
and gains His grac
3168) The urgency of these problems, and thelr impact on the pregent and i ture wel-being of
bl the peoples, impels the Holy Sge 10 take a profound intarest in this Confererce, as an expres-
nct its dedication to the sewvice of all mankind.

almightiness? Are nof
18 men of science - #8
quite ready to practice
r of the Lord” - fimef s
wh everyone is the &k

he Breviary and whild 8
Il of meaning and e

£113165) The United Nations has already, in its twenty-fifth General Assemtly, moved a consider-
le way towards establishing the princioles that ought to guide this Conference: "The sea bed
g subsoil, together with their resources, form part of thg "commen heitage of mankind™ o be

plored ana exploited for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective of gecgraghical ocation
States, whether landiocked or coastal, and taking int6 panicuiar consideraton the interests and
eds of the developing countries”.

Guv2
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(3170) This concept has thz strong suppart of the Cathelic Church, as may be seen frorm her go.
cial tsachirg. Pope John XAl in his Encyclcal Mater et Magistra stated: "Accerding to tha plan of
creation, the goods of the earh are above all destined for the worthy support of alf human beings:
[AAS 53(1951), p.430].

(3178) Specitically, as they ac
aghts and a new need for w
necd 1o seek a justice thai i -
all parrew national €Qo.sm sho.
United Mations on Natura!l Keiq
ten binded ty egoism and i
wilh the interests of other S
whoie” (cf. also Octegesira Ao

it

(3171) To the Secratary-General of the United Natiens [ntarpational Conference on the gnyp.
renment Pope Paul wrote: "NO cne can take possession in an absolute and selficn way of tie o
vironment, which is not a "res nullius” - something not belonging to aryone - but tha “res omrigme
- the patrimony of markind, s¢ that those in possession of t - men in private or putlic lils - sy
use it in @ way that redounds to the r2al advantage of everyone... For this reason the care of of.
fering everyone the possibiity of access to a fair share in the resources, both existing or potenial
of our planet must weigh particulacly on the conscience of men of good wil” [AAS 51167,
p.445. See above, par. 3093-3100].

(3173) We are corifident tnal
‘courage 1 revise existing sy
aring torth a new Law ot the ¢
peace

(3172) Recently Pope Paul VI in his message 10 the Secretary-Gengral of thz United Naticrs on
the occasion of the Special Session of the General Assembly in April of this year said: “Thiough
the good will of all, the riches ¢f this world must serve the true benelit of ail - as they were incesd
destined by the Creator whe, in His bountitul providence, has put tham at the disposal of the
whole of mankind" [Message to Or. Kurt Walcheim, 4 Aprll 1974, AAS €€{1974), p.28% Ses
above, par. 1388]

2. Statement by Magr ¢
Seventh Sessic.a of ¢
tn Geneva (Swierly

(3173) One of the major tasks entrusted to the common effort of the Nations to come 10 a can-
crete under-standing of what constitutes this commen patrimony with regard io the sea, thw sza
bed and its subsoil It also seems that the world community will have io agree that. just as abuss-
lutely open seas withcut contrel can lead only to ultimate disaster tor all, 5o aiso an absoluts con-
trol of wide waters by coastal States is an inadegquate solution to hurnanity's commeon ¢lanns 10
their use, to protecticn from pollution and t¢ safeguarding marine ecology. The Conference wil
have to weigh the interest of the whole of mankind, giving just consideration to the rigivts nd
needs of the landiocked Slates, coastal States poor in offsnore rescurces, the developing na-
tions as a whole, ali other States and generations (o come. k

(3180) The attendance of tne
ihe purpose of estebisning ley
e, is a2 eoniirmation of the ive

teeing 102 CommIN good as Hin

{3181) The probiem is that oi
luture injustices. The contziv.
contain proposals ¢of a igcning,
antee just 2nd balanced sclut
siaterment of that teret unvers:
of al manking*.

(3174) it wil! be for the worid commiunity to work out, indzed 1o creaie, a new jurisprudenc? 1wl
will give preper weight 16 the ¢laims of individual States and o those of the worid communily ntSef,-
iaking into account the universal destination of the rizhes ¢f this earh as intended by its Creaw:

{3182) Moreover, this prinziple
it has wiready been appiie
0 {ngir sovereignty, bt 1or the
o tske into account ine nieeds
States with imited resaurces

Cedted tike the on2 of jUsIKE «.

(3178) The fitting pursuit and afiective realizaticn of the universal comtron geod raguire of 1h3
community of nations that it organize its2!f in @ marner suited 1o these present respensis iizs
This goal undoubiedly requires the progressive estahlishment of some form of universal p(_)bhs‘
authority, ackniewledged as such by alf and endowed with the powsr necessary to safeguard. 0
beha!f of all, security, regard for justice and respect for rights (cf. Secord Vatican Counch
Gaudivm et Spes, nn. 82-34).

N

(3183) For these reasons, the
- he tendency, emerging 1iure

© Gates press charges on livd Ls
¥ oned principles, and evel: iy -
- they invoke the "consuetusiiy
- &Stabiish a legal toundation, ve
onal commurity. It couid cera
lien that it be critically ¢aami e

(3178) Some might conisider this ideat as a utopian vision. Indecd, the estatlishing of a werid! av-
thority is no easy process and the full achievement of this geal might still be far otf. And yet, ¢ Nf,
not a'so true that nothing greal has ever been achieved exceot by the persevering and 198pve

actiors of men and peop'es wilh vision who dare 1o take a few small steps at a time? This Conle™
gnce, we believe, can take such a step. ;

(3177) As we review the issues at stake, it is clear that the keads ¢f States who have agieed i
the present Conference, and the govern-mental and international experts who must sg2x Sl
tions, have assumed great responsibilities betore men. To all of them we would recail the wo:ds; s
which Pope Paul Vi addressed to them once before at the conclusion of his Encyclical PopuonM. ..
Progressio: "Delegates 10 intsational organ'zations, it depends cn you 16 see that the qaﬂgg :
ous and futile rivalry of powers should give plase fc collaboration which is frgndiy, peaceiul i
tree of vested inlerests, in order to achieve & responsible geveiopmen; of mankingd, in which 2

raen will have an epportunity to tind their fuliiimert’ [No. 84, AAS 59(1967), p. 298).

- (3134) Under certain crouris
Masmazn as a notable evoiii e
5 i“a‘YSGS have clearly snown i
i New Economic Order”.

@153) Why would this Conter
- Sea the toyndation 1o the New
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nay b2 seen trom he 'qq78) Specifically, as they address themselves to these new preblems with new contiicts ot

Accordirg te the pl' g nts and 2 new need ‘or world autherity, their efforts must be imtued with a sense of the urgent
port of all human pe; . aed 10 SGEK “a justice that is less and less imperfect” {Oclogesima Adveniens, nn. 22). Likawise,
R wm narfow national ¢goism showid be put aside. as Pope Paul Vi said to tha Spec al Sessmn of the
i i nited Nations on Matural Resources and Development Feld in Apat ot this year “Nations arg_’ot
o blinded by egoism and prevented from seeng hew their own trye interests are corr}p‘a\ule
with the interests of cther States and coincide with the cenerzi good of the human family as a
whote” (cf. also Oclogesima Advenisns, No. 46).

Centerence on th
. = e e .
InG sellish way of lhg'e ;
ne - but the “reg Omniur;;
'lyate Of PUDiC Kte . ;
nis reason the ¢are
ol of of- -
both existing or pctemgl ]

od will" [AAS 64(1g7g,
LI

-(3179) We are conficent that the “forward-looxing imag.nation” of ths Con.‘ergr:oe ang it's
wsourage to revise existing systems ana institutions" | Octogesima Adveniens, nos 42 and 52} wil!
ring forth @ rew Law of the Sea, offering 10 all of mankind greater jusiicse and a more statle

of the United Nations op °
“this year said: “Through
all - as they were ingegd
m at the disposal of {h‘l
S 66(1974), p.283. Seg

2. Swatement by Msgr Silvio Luoni, Head cf the Dejegauon of the Jely Seg, © the.
Scventh Scasion of the Third United Naticns Conference on (e Low of :(n-: Sza, held
in Geneva (Switzeriand) on 28 March-19 May 1978 Geneva, S sMuy 1675,

Cuiginal: French

ations to come 1o a ¢on. -
:gard 10 the sea, the seg
agree that, just &s abgo-.
$0 also an absolute con.
inity's cormmon ¢laims fo
)gy. The Conference wil
eration 10 the righils and
rces, the developing na-

; 13180) The altendance of the Holy See at the Conference on the Law of the Sea, conver»ed' tor
the purpose of eslabiishing iegal norms for the use of the s¢a, whic covey fc._ur-fmns of our ?‘a.r.';
"ot is @ copfirmation of the international cnaracter ¢! the Haly See tseii. Bxactly Cn account of this
“ characteristc, the Holy See anxiously looks loward the adoption of measures capabie of guaran-
' feeing the cormon g¢od as such, that is the peace of the internaticnal community.

© (3181) The problem is that of anolishing existing injustices and cf xemov‘n&g possible causes of

o luture injustices. The contribution which the Holy See can makz ‘o the Cenference does not

8 - contain proposals of a technical nature, but rather the enunciaticn of principles which can guar-

| - antee just and balanced solutions for the wholg interrational community, and first of all, the

f - siatement of that tenet universally accepted, at least in theery. that tre sgais “a common hertage
© ot all mankind".

a new jurisprudance thal
12 world commurnity itself,
intended by its Creator. ;
" {3182) Moreaver, this principie is pan of the wider concept of the “universal pJrpose of creztion”,
_ fthas a'ready been applied to the States in regard to {neir own nationai territary, not as a restriction
" to their sovereigniy, but for the exploitetion and use of their natura! 7250UrCes in suCh @ fagnion a8
10 take inte account the needs of ali mankind and, especially, of that pan ¢ manking bejorqing 1o
Staiss with fimited resources. It is the principle cf justice amony nations. which s universaiy ac-
. cepted like the one of justice among individuals.

mon good require of the
present responsicilivies.
form of universa! public
cessary to saleguad, on
second Valican Courcil,

(3183) For these reasons, the Hely See delegaticn cannct hids its uheasness when faced with
B  the tendency, emerging more and mecre at each session ¢of the Ccﬁfgr-sjnce,’wh?reby the dele-
- gates press charges on the yse of the sea, whizn are in open cont:adiciicn witn the abeve-men-
~ tiored pringiples, anc even try to j3sify them with an inadmissit'e 1374l concept, padiculary when
. they invoke the "consuetudinary™ quality cf centain practices. in fact consugludinary law does not
© establish a legal foundation, especially when it is recognized by only cne segment of the interna:
tional community. It could cerainly guide toward the formulation of rules ¢f law, but enly on condt-
fion that it be critically exarvinea in the light of ethical and legal princinles,

stablishing of @ wortd au-
#l be far off. And yet, istt
persevering and inspired
s al atime? This Conter

ates who have agreed 10
s who must seek sofu-
‘e would recall the words
s Encyclical Popuorum
110 see thal the darger
is triendlly, peaceful and
of mankind, in which &l
i7), p. 298),

(3184) Under cerlain circumstances, the rejection of existing rorms is ail the more nzcessary
inasmuch as a notale evolution of the werld economic situation has 1aken place and more retined
analyses have clearly shown the irjustices of the present system. hence the need o cefine the
"New Economic Grder”,

{3185) Why wou'd this Conference miss the unGUE oppontunity of provizing with the 3w ot the
Sea the foundation 1o the New Economic Order?
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{3186) This is at the same time a requirement and an appeal. Will this Conference have sutficieny
imagination, understanding and courage to lay the foundation for a l2gisiatien on the s2a tha: v
be based upon the same principles upen which the assembied States are building their corgapt
ot a New Ecoriomic Order, namely, above all, the abolition of the claim to owniership of natra re.
sources by those countries griviieged by their geographical location, and th2 equitable gisinky.
tion: of resources among peoples, in accordance with their need?

the struggle 10 chlain these
aoded: *If we cultivate thig o
incapable Of cvercem
divigive, ard he brougii
"dces not divide paopie buty
gnites tham " 12 Oclober 18

{3187) In the light of the above obsarvations, the HMoly See has formulated the foliewing curisid

. i2193) Based on thus vision <
erations.

to contributg to the advance:
union of efforts for the good «
Convention on the imontar:
the WiCer Cause ¢ peade, »
poverty, and ignNCranie iy
of along journey and we i
ular task i a renewsd awat
aboet the uvson of effeiia T

(3188) The fact that the sea is "a common heritage of all manking” coes not imgly at al! that (g
sea must be administered on a joint bas's, but only that its exgloitation must be concucted i as-
cordance with the interests of ait the States which make up the international communiy In this ra-
gard, the principle of the delimitation of sea areas ad;acent 10 the snores of cuntries as ecorurmic
zones entrusted to them, would seem acceptable, since a coligctive sovereignty is not epplicatls,
On the other hand, however, a strictly interpreted claim o the rescurces living in those zones
contiguous to the coastal countries is inadmissadle, because SUCH resources are nol res Nultus®
(nobedy's property). but belong to the inter-natiorial cemmunity and, moreover, the prinsipls of
“peing contiguous” on which that ciaim is founced does not c¢ifer a sutticient basis tor ac.
ceptance.

{319€) With othar delegation
negotiations. and we mzda
technical and financial cclutt
sembly 1% the hope which b
seacefud tabor and a5 &n or

(3189) This idea of delimitation of sea areas acjacem {6 the coast-ines was born ¢f a legitriate
cesire to satisty the needs ¢f some coastal States and to put an end to uniawiul expiitation 3t i3
sea. However, such concept, even with its justitication, cannot be interpreted simply in & geems!-
rc and uniform fashion, but rather by taking into account the geograptical, physical and Livlegical
cifferences of such araas, as well as the various degrees of social and economic developmant of
the coastal States, while not overlooking the needs cf these countri2s which arz not adjacent to
the sea.

{3197) The thirg Conterans
of an interaticnal sorinly
vention is amditious Lecau o
thing linked to them the obys
.- % vast innovation among exist
(3190) Consequently, the jurisdiction of 102 coastal Stales on the esonomic zones must Bg - @ DOpose witn interest ang 2@
subjected to notable restrictions, such as are already - in what pertaing to the migratic: of kiehe - g common efiont to manage 2
generally accepted for the sea areas adjacent tc the ceast and even more {or fhe ecancmis

zcnes. :

b5

o 3198) In its own way, he ©
.. SyStem adapted to the probic
. e institution 1o be bod i3
© Irem ts imernal cohere
- G the convergence of .
i Soncerned with the tutrs e
- the expression cf the highe:
. Pumpase of the soivuen i ar
- Ples and its iuture decisin e -
- stument 14 manifes!
Same goal. The new ing!i
Ol important resources v
Nreder of men, wamen .
8 a necessary comproris:
"i":'r‘o"y. means that it will tino
3 went of this ambitious pre
Ceptional sense of responsit
')ne‘a' there is here an excaf
e world public cpinicn -
le thar gver,
§§i1591 Let us, then, kesp pr
E . "9 new, the goat of ine p:
E 'Y 10 follow which is that o
(314) In his Messaga to the 2ath session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. Fo - € the right to fail Ve
John Paul I} said: "Since...mater'al goods by their very nature provoke cenditionings and civisie . '*eNnce require of all thowse 1

(3191) It wouid seem logical to affirm that such restrictions on sovereignty apply also to tre ™"
sources living in an economic area. That means that the coastal States with an abundance of ivig”
resources have the duty to share them with olher States, particulady the less fertunats, ard

therefore that the latter acquire some rights on these resources. i

(3182) According to all the above, the criterian of distribttion and its actual realization roust n
depend upon the discretionary powers of the geod will of coastal Siates, but be ensured oy €&
talled provisions of law which ¢an withstand the controversies that could ensue.

(3193) These are some of tne consideraticns which the Holy See delegation susmits to
members of this Conference, with the wish that the Conference may reach those goals of ecuty’
znd universality which are at the basis of an evertual International Convention on th2 Law of !h?e
Sea. %

-~

3. Sutement of HLE. Archbishop Giovenni Cheli, Apostolic Nuncio, Head of the Delz-
gation of th¢ Holy See, 10 the Eleventh Session of the Third United Nations Conler-
¢nce on the Law of the Sca, held in New York on 8 March-30 April 1982, New
York, 31 March 1982,

Original: Evgl:
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the struggle 1o obta.n these gocds becomes inevitabie in the histery of humanity.” And he
-~ added: "If we cultivate this one-sided suborgination of man to material goods aione, we shall be
incapable of overcoming tris state ot need.” But he cid not step on this material aspest which is
¢ivisive, and he brought out the spiritual dgimension of humar: exisicnce and of goods which
 =does not divide peopie but puts them into commu nication with €200 ¢12r gssociates them and
. ynites them." (2 October 1878, no. 16, See above, par. 82)

onference have sutfia:
‘ation on the sea mgf'ﬁ,’..’,‘,
re buikiing theis Cor\cel
rownership of natyrg re
i the equitable d'stlibu: e

ted the following congiy. 48 - (3195) Based on this vision of humarity and of the world the Deegation of the Hely See wishes
o contrivute 10 the advancernent of this commumnicai:on, cf this congrete zsecciaion, and of this
- yrion of efforts for the goed of 2l herein lies the irreplaceatis conditan lor tne estatlishment of a
" Convention on the imporiart question that unites us and such a Convennuon, in return, witi serve
e wider cause of peace, will sirengthen the commen wil (0 answer tiie shalienges whizh war,
: poverty, and ignorance thrust before zll nations. At this mornent wnan v:2 rave cema o the end
“ of 2 long journey and we nave only to surmouri ih2 last cbstacles, # is usziu! ta situate our partic-
A ylar task in a renewed awareness of the overall mission of the Unitad Nations. which is 10 bring

- about the union of et'orts for the service of greaier international jusuce

s hot imply &t all that the
ust be conducted in a¢.
1al community. In tiyig re.
3f countries as eccromip
reignty is not appi cable
es living in those zones
‘ces are not “res nuiliys*
orecver, the principle of

V€ "f'}(3196) With other delegations, we have foilowed with interest 2l the seccions and thair jatoricus
sufficient basis for ac. 4

- negotiations, and we made our own appropriate contrivution. i 18 ret oud ansibility to propose
 technical and financial solutions. However, the Holy See wishas 1o Craw Ihe altznticn of this As-
- gembly to the hope which the Conterence on the Law of the Sca rgpressats as an axample ot
aceful labor and as an original, innovative institutional structure cepadie ¢f contributing eftec-

~ {ively to the birth of a more generous and more just intgrnational cerpmuniy.

=

was born ¢f a legitimate
dawiul exploitatisn of thg
dted simply in a geomet-
I, physical and ticlogicat
sonomic development of
hich are rot adjacent to

- (3197) The third Cenference on the Law of the Segz, alter ten years of vork, is a powerful symbcl

" of an internaticnal sociely in the process of crganizaticn. The crait 0! ins great international Con-
yention is ambitious because it praposes to maka ali that is reta ed (o riantime zones, and every-
thing lirked to them the odject ol a large consensus. The creaticn of the Seabed Authorilly i3 2
vasi innovation among existing jJridical structures. Sx yaars ags, e Holy Seo welcomed this
proposal with interest and gave it suppon as an instrumert enash g vty among all Nations it 4
- common effort to manage all rescurses destined for all ¢t humarity, ecrecialy for the pootest.

onOMIc zonas must bs
‘¢ the migration cf fish -
more for the economic

¢ (3198) in its own way, the Conlerence on the Law of the Sea Contrizutas t> the birth of 3 legal
~ system adapted to the protlems of our times. In this ligh:, our first concern must be 1o act so that
-~ the institution o ba bern favors a convergerce of interes's. The viat lity of the Authority will résut
" from its internal coherence and its abiity to resolve problems ansing from ie necessity of achiev-
" ing the convergence of the interesis of all parlies. The seargh {or sien a convargencs should be
. concemed with the future and with the future of the projected instituticn This {atter s cailed to be
. the expression of the highest principles of organization of tm¢ irerrirional community for the
- purpose cf the solution of an important concrete prodiem. Its sucssss wikl reinforce thess princi-

ples and its fulure decisions will reveal ther richness. The authenly c2n and should be a precious
© instrument to manifest clearly the universal purpose of the geods ¢f e garth and to serve that
* same goal. The new institution, iike otners, will allow, with the garicipation of &il, the management
* of important resources with a view to contributing ‘0 the suivival and the development of a great
“ number of men, women and children. The anxiety 1or their (ate rust stmulate our efions 1o arrive
' 8t a necessary compromise. it is true that the newness of this institul on, &s unique characier in
*history, means ihat it will find its stability only in the exercise cf ts missics. Thatis why the estak-
- lishment of this ambitious project requires 8 profound examinatcn, and its implemerntation an ¢x-
- teptional serse of responsibility. By means of and beyond the immeciate goal ¢f the Law of the
< Sea, there is here an exceptional cppornunity 10 assure for the Un'te:d Nations 1hat revival of faver
= in the world public opinion whick: the organization needs to fi't it mission, row more indispens-
+. adle than ever

1ty apply also to the re.
1 an abundance of living
the less fortunale, and

Jal realization must rot
but be ensured ty de-
sue.

egation submits to the
M those goals of equity
ation on the taw of the

2ad of the Dele-
Nations Confcr-
\pril 1982, New

. (3183) Let us, then, keep present ¢ cur minds: the occasion whichi is vffered tc us 10 do some-
* thing new; the goai of the projected institution in the frame of the cexcloprnent of humanity; the
- way to foliow which i thai of convergence. At this grave moment in x1ernational life, we do not
have the right to tail. The final realization of the ebjectives clearly fh.ec far the future &t this Con-
ference require of all those responsible parties, along with @ legitimate preoccupation for respec-

Original; English

2 United Nations, Pope
sitionings and divisions,
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tive national interest, a ciear and generous awareness of the interest of the entire humanity, Men
and women expect trom the third Law of the Sea Conference thcse deeds which awaken hcpe
Lecause they constitute progress along the paths of wisdom and of peace.

F - OUTER SPACE

1. Message of His Holiness Paul VI to the Conference on the Peaceful Use of Quter
Space. The Yatcan, 6 August 1968.

Original: French ()

(3200) At a time when, for the first tme in the history ot the world, an Internatioral Conferance is
reetling on the exploration and peacefu! use of outer space, we greet with feeiing the highiy
qualitied delegates iror ail the participating nations. W2 desire 10 offer themn our best wishes a3
they begin their work and assure trem of the prafcund interest with which th2 Catholic Chuic!i wil
follow its course.

(3201) With the exploration and utilization of outer space it can be said that human life is acquiring
a kind of new dimension. Tharks to artiticial satellites, which will probably continue to multiply and
improve even further, hitherto unsuspected possibilities are now epzning up ktefore men an
peoples for the transmission of krowledge and information in &'l fields, this is a new road which is
opening up and it may prove to be encrmously speedy and elfective as a means of progress in
education, culiural exchanges and inter-national assistance; #t is perhiaps - God wishes it! - & herald
of the imminsnt collapse cf the barriers which still impede peacetul relations among cerizin scciat
and national groups, a sign ot a forihcoming era of sincere cooparation ameng ali the nations ¢f
he globe, a turning-point - and perhaps a decisive one - in mankind's anguished marsh towards
peace.

(3202) A'though the Church is not competent to give an cpinion on the technical and scientilis
aspects of the exploration of space. it is nsveriheless directly interested in the educaticnai, cu-
tural, moral and social conseguences which wili fiow frem this sudden expansion of the szope ¢f
humnan activity, It is concerned that the enormous progress in space tachnology, which the wodld
has witnessed with admiration for some years now, shouid be put 1o the service of peace and the
comsaon welfare of mankind. And it believes that, by giving a timely reminder cf the principles ¢!
rmeral and spirituai order so often prociaimed by Sovereign Pcntifis in recent years, it can maxg
aiso in this fieid a useful contribution 10 the true good of soziety.

(3203) For it Is clear 1o any impartial obsarver that forgetfulness or (ransgression of moral rulss
would havy particularly setious consecuences in this area. i, for exampie, the benefits of the use
of outer space should be put, in disregard of justice, to the profit of oniy one group of nations 10
the exclusion cf the others; if the free circulation of information shculd proguce tne uncontraited

propagation of false news; it the increased transmission tacilities became an instrument for ideo

'ogical propaganda tending to spread subversion, stir up hatred, perpetuate racial discriminat:ob
anc se! peoples or social Classes against each other instead of uniting them: who can {ail 1c $9¢
that the recent and marvellous discoveries of science would ther turn against man and work 19f
Nis unhappiness rather than his happiness?

{3204) It has often been roted that scientific and technical progress is not aiways followad bY - & Mands, Hanoes 1o man, ruter o7

comparable progress in morality, law and international cooperation. Ye!, remarkable efforts have B 3

already been made and we sincerely wigh to pay a fribute to them A Treaty was concluded 138!
year which defines the principles governing the activities of States in the exploration and usci
space. This is a first step, to wnich the Holy See has given its suppeit and which the Church We

(") AAS 8011968), 570-572.

comes. But the Church, withogt
iertion Of persons in authority i
de'ay in drafting a whole by ©
ters; any forthcoring cenduiests »
place the legal tramework and 1
be used for the common gocd ar

(3205) If this done the space ac
done it will benefit all peorles a
those whose iow level of culivia
vigious and unjust state of infa:
rapid progress along the roads

the resources oftered by the ex
advancement of manking, for jus

{3206) These ars the withss ar
opening of the first United Natisi
il our hean we call dewncen s ¢
abundant blessings.

2. Swtement by Mo M
20d United Nations £
neld in Vienna o 5-2

{3207) The Holy Sze is fuily aws
oy Wsis Confergnge. On the ons
the conguest of outer space ca:
Jressed to the ethical, jurigica b+

(3208) 1. Today the conguast o
7el when we think about i, wiis.
the antire duration of the lasi g,

{3299) The arrival of sateil’es ..
continental telecommunic4iians
0A2, 0i ground stat.ons ard ihe

Circuits and thousands of telepr
-ijumemal in meteorology "k

saleliies for remeie sensing ro
forecasting;, cartography, hygsc
doss the decade which has juo!

(3210) On February 7. 1973, b2

- Mecitalion his enthusiasri 157 1.

dnary lunar vehicl2; he crigs ol
1o man, 1o thought, to scisrce

B S/nthesis that man knows how -

f'om all the other animals, know

3219) in nis eyes, even a tunc

LA € Scientific and technclogics.
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION
To: Msgr. James Reinert
Fax No 212 370 9622
From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
Fax No. 1 902 868 2455
Date: January 11, 2001
Subject: Thanks

Dear Monseigneur Reinert,

Thank you so very much for your kindness in taking care of sending the documents. They have
been most helpful.

Not many participants in UNCLOS III had the courage to propose to declare the living resources
of the ocean part of the Common Heritage of Mankind. Professor Shigeru Oda of Japan (now
Judge at the ICJ) did it; Arvid Pardo did it; The Holy Sea -- and myself! That is about all!

Today they are under a Common Heritage regime, even if the name is not used! And they must
be. “Sustainable Development™ in general must be based on the Common Heritage concept as
developed by Arvid Pardo -- or else is remains a dream!

With all good wishes for the still young year, and thanks again,

Yours very sincerely,

E’hm /@m

Elisabeth Mann Borg,ese
Professor



