
Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S. 
December 2, 1943. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 29th 
instant and your account of the interesting document which 
you have been instrumental in obtaining for the Archives and 
the Queen's County Historical Society. We bind that sort of 
thing in buckram and have the name printed on red leather on 
the back, which makes a very nice finish and is clean to handle. 
If Mr. Smith bas left a wide marg in so that the manuscript can 
be sewn without re inf ore ing the edges, it will not be a very 
difficult job to bind it, and in view of the fact that Mr. 
Smith is presenting a copy to us, I shall be glad to have the 
three cop ies bound by our binder. 

If you send the manu.script in to us we shall 
get it done as soon as possible after Mr. MacLaren has finished 
what he happens to have on hand at the moment. 

Again thanking you for your continued interest 
in the Archives and with best wishes for the success of your new 
book, 

Yours sincerely, 

DCH- WM . 

e.~ 
ARCHIVIST. v--
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Doct or D. C. Rarvey. 
Pf-ovincial J r chives of Nova ~cotia, 
llalitax,. n.s. 
:;oar ~ ctor l:hrve;; , 

~eptem.ber 8th 0 l9114 .. 

You wi ll r emember T. '.Brenton 3mi th , who di d au.ch a fine 
job of t alci ng down his f ather' s •amoi rs end ty-oi ne the:1. in a forRl suitable 
for bindine; . · I called a t his hous e t he other day end found t Mt he ha.g 
done another very u.setu.l thi ng; he has waded thro\1(".,h t he fil es or t he 
"Liverpool 'I'ran.scrlpt,. fro!II. 185,4 to 1867 , both ::,el.'ra inclusive, copying 
al l 1 t•• tha t f or lTEUlt of a better t e!"l!I I should c&.11 t he current history 
of Li varpool ,md Qu.een.1 County- generally. Be has t aken s;.>ecipl cere to 
include letter• to t he edi t or from elderly correspondents t hrowing light 
on the early his t ory of t he County as well . ( Ther e a.re some excellent 
le t ters on t he naki ng of the road through the woods fro• Liverpool to 
the Ar.napolia Vall ey, 179f!- 1800, for i natru!.c t'l . ) 

Saui th b.aa index el t he work and cs a r csul t one can get the •v t or t he 
'l'rnn.scripts 1854-67 w1 thout wadi ng through an ocean· of old ne,,,s~ners. 
'l'hia period, fro'3 the be~innin& of t...~e Crimean ~er , t hrough the- lndien· 
~tiny and the blerican Civil War to Confederation, ie. as y:,u 1-:::now a most 
i nteresting one i n Bova ~cotir. . The bo,ra i n shi bn.ilding roocheO itr. height 
under the a:tim:ulua of these WfU'P , which made hee.vy demandlll O'l. world shipping 
O':'J'in& t o th& long ocenn distances involve-~ ; and the i-n-tus t ry d1Jclincd 
ahar.,,l y at t he end of theM, so t ha t Confe~eration C8ffl8 1.long at a. r.oment 
when depr essi on ras beginni ng to tot1ch every s nwm.111 and shipyc .. rd in the 
"':-rorlnce. 

I t o C\ll'red t o rne thtt 7011 mi e:ht like a copy or <:;-,,, ith ' :a wor¼: f or t he 
Archivei, , and in that ca.ee ym1 .mi y)l.t Mve the sheets bound unc!er the same 
arrm,gement u before - - t he Uc.hives to re tf'< in one copy, r e turning two 
bound copies to Smith, who intends to presen t one to th~ Qo,.1.cena County 
Rhtor i ca l ~ocie ty. In t hat event s-.1tb is willing t Mt you should r etain 
the typewri tton copy. and he w111 ·t:-,.ke the carbons . F&iling thi s , would 
ycr.i consen t to having t he sheets bound by your men a t, S!ai th 1 ,: expense? 
There a r e: 450 pegetJ. l e tter s he, in each c opy. 

With all good wishes . 

Tours s incerely 1 



Thomae H. Raddall, Esq., 
Box 459, 
LiTerpool, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S. 
September 11, 1944. 

Many thanks tor your letter ot the 8th instant. 
I shall be very glad to receive a copy or Mr. Smith's notes from 
the Liverpool Transcript on the same conditions as I accepted 
the pre.,.ious volume. AB before, I suggest that you send the 
three copie• along and we will have them bound as soon as we can 
fit it in Ji.th our other work. 

I hope you are making satisfactory progress with 
your novel and that 1 t will be out in time tor the autumn trade. 
I enjoyed "ery muoh your recent article on "My Home Town." 
With best wiehee, 

Yours sinoerely, 

DCH-WII. 

,4.t!. ~ 
ARCHIVIST. y 



.4 ;.,-.,., J.....d 7 i' ""'-
--1. ~, :n,.,_ 4- "rf-i f- . /('"t.,_,.-

J:._ll,,..., r: ..2-,,,__.__,, ; ,= 
)>.. ' 'Y""- h J,,,/l- ,; 

l~, ,t p- '1/~~ ;J ,,_;~ 7~ 

,,,,_ 1C s~ LJ. /2~ t-- C 
a..:) CT,_..:..., a.?- ,l<A,..L 

,.__• It,; a..,d,:_---., a,/.._ ~ • k ..__,,..,._ . j 

J,t::;.,:./c: I t:::. / ~ .t,._. w-e,_.,_ ,..; IC 

a....e~ ,,,,-L., 7'""- tv-e-,_._ A,__,_ t..,,r 
L~~~~~,?-.L 

A d ..,__,__ lcA.4"7 Lr 







Doctor D. C. Rarve7. 

Public Archlvus of' Mova Scott~ . 

JtaUt.u: , ~. s. 

Jebrua17 12th, 1:,45 

~., 1e tit"le ago ;you epo\.ce to me about tho posGi b111 t y of 
h,iYin": t e SiMeO"> Pertci"s Ci f.LT,9' photo-~tated, en"' 1 tcr Bo1J ':'SOn. of the 
Unh'ers i ty of Toronto , .-.~keel it the to.,..!1 wot.ll.d pcni t tbo dia...-,1 to go to 
'l'oronto i n or eer to hn•e a'l accu.rllte co..,.y nade . I con!l te~ Cle town 
f nthors on thia and they were n11t Yery k~en on l ett i nc t he dis.ey go so far . 
I then s osted send.int; t he diary to the · vtncial A.rcl:hea , where 1 t 
would be s afe an:i well care1 tor . 8.Jld wher-ti: i t could be e in ~d by s:>'leone 
fro, U. of "'· . or BO'D.eone dele1..,-ited by th9!"t , an.1 ret1u'!'l.ecl to Liv- rpool i n 
duo cour s e . ]' ~eed to this and I notif'ied wson. 

I dol'l 1t think U. ot 'I'. w· s i n a hurey about t he "1&.tter, but to'U':y I h.s.d a 
ch.ance to seua t.he dbey di rect to l htt Archi Yes OT And.r9'l" ~r ...:el, a.'l I 
!'lent it of f . '!'ite town had a ,,.etal box ¥ de for i t, P'lt\ at e a!'lt ent 
t oe key c o:Ud not be found , ao I oa.ssed over t ho l>oT to 'er kel J,1st 8!' 1 t 
'11'8!! . Wil l you, ,..leP1e , h Te A 1 clct!'l i th oi:,en t'he box u:1 t118'\ r,.,.,l,i,;e 
t o lock. fU\Y simple lock wi ll do, Ti th one· O.l" two ke7s - - t"t't-l to ""rd t _ e 
bill tor these ttel"s to t he To,rn ot LiYerT>ool , c/o !lo t Mc' le!lrn , Town 
Chr k: . 

~'l'he U. of T. people hay-, t whAt they r.'..?lt , we Clln a-?":'.":n,ge to .:et t e di.uy 
back to Li"feroool . where 1 t i s kept 1-.. the Bri.nk: of lfova f;; c Jtia vault . !he 
best e.n~ ei~leat transuorta.t1on is i ireet by ce.r, an -,onibly I can do thh 

tel t t: o:ie time in h!!i s rin,"" . l 't t he .,..nthfl , I b&rdly ne<,d to add, t.he 
town fa thers ho l d "'e responsible for t he 111a.fety M~ reti:r.i of t~e din7. 

i th &11 gooi wl!lhes , 

Sincarel7, 



Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S. 
February 12, 1945. 

This is to inform you promptly that Mr. Merkel 
delivered Simeon Perkins' diary in its metal box a few minutes 
ago. He was anxious to discharge his responsibility and to 
have the town of Liverpool informed that he had done so. 

It will not be necessary for me to employ a 
locksmith as I am a bit of a yegg myself and was able to open 
it at the first try. I understand that the diary is to be con-
sulted here for the time being bu t I am not sure what arrangements 
have been made for transferring it to Toronto if the Champlain 
Society decides to publish it. I presume you will inform me if 
any other arrangements are made. 

I hope your imagination is still glowing and that 
your short stories are accumulating. With best wiahes, 

Yours sincerely, 

OOH- WM . 

At:. ~ 
ARCfilVIST. y 



T. H. Raddall , Esq. , 
Liverpool , N . s. 
Dear Raddall , 

Halifax , N. S . 
May 4 , 1945. 

have just had a. letter from Dr. Inni s about the Perkins 
manuscript. He wan t s t o have i t t yped by a competent typist and says 
t hat you offered to help the copy ist with "any thorny bite . • The 
Champlain Society is willing to pay the reasonable rate s f or this work 
on my recommendation or a competent person . This would involve having 
a c opy ist living near you if your assistanc e was to be available . Had 
you anyone in mind that is famili ar with t he type of copying that must 
be done for edit i ng an old manuscrip t "warts and al l '?" However, that 
is not the important po i nt of my l etter th i s morning as I am not c l ear 
how soon this wor k has to be done , bu t shall talk it all over with 
Inni s when I see him at the Roye.l Society i n a c ouple of weeks . 

The chief poin t of my letter is this. Then I heard from 
I nnis I opened the box con t aining the dia ry , took it all out and checked 
i t over thoroughly , arranging i t s t r i c tly in order, pl acing the loose 
l eaves that were mixed up according to dates, and found that a ll the 
diacy from May 29t h , 1766, to February 18th, l??? , is missing , and a l so 
that part of it from March 5 , 1806, to Dec ember 1st, 1809 . Do you know 
anything about this, whether there is another box containing part of the 
diary or what has become of it? t'lhen I put in the part that I found 
befor e I did not examine the box any more than I had to but just enough 
to find where that piece fitted in . I t was in the year 1789, I remember 
your te l ling me t hat some of it had been missing and I wondered if you or 
the custod i ans of the manuscript knew exactly what pa rts were mi ssing and 
who might have borrowed them and not returned them, I shoul d like to have 
al l the information I can before I leave f or Ottawa on May 14 th . 

Yours sineerel y 1 

,o ,C.~ -
ARcmvrsT. V 



Dr. D. C. Rarvey , 
Public Archive s , 
Halifax , H, S , 

Dear TJoc t or Harvey , 

'Ii t h ret;ar d t o your l e tter o'f t he 4 th, I t hought I had 
made c l ear t o Dr. l nni e t hat it wae to get Bn7one i n Li verpool 
to ty pe a copy of t he Per ki ns dia ry . He a sked me i f I would be wi l ling to 
help i n ny Wt: , and I repli ed t hr- t I wo,:l ~ bt1:lp t ~e e o;,7i ~t \"''t. frr ,.~ 
possi bl e with l oca l a llusiona , nautica l a.n d a b br ev i a tions e.nd s o on. 
I r eali se t ha t t hh woul d be very difficult with the copyht wor k i ng i n 
Halifax. 

I was awar e t ha t s o!le portions of t he d i ary a re mi s s ing, 
other t han th e par t y ou found. No one her e B8 MIS to know what beCa!De ot 
them. As y ou know, s ome of Pr r ki ns I childr en ( by t he f irs t • ife ) r e!llai ned 
i n Connec t icut. So:r::1.e time after Per k i n a' dea th hi a di s.ry pasaed i nto the 
hands of t he Connecticu t branch of t ha f aai l.y and t he re r emai ne d for aany 
yea.rs. I n t he late l 890 1s or ea rly 1900 1s one of t h e desc endants , a 
c l er gyman lhing i n New Tork s ta te, pr el!lented t he di a ry to t he town of 
Liverpool. So :fa r i.s I can fi nd ou t (and a t t h is s t retch of t ime all 
i nf ol"fl&tion 1a vague) no one i n Live rpool made any che ck t o disc ove r 1! any 

r t ot t h e diary wa& t hen mis sing. The manuscr ipt wa s kep t l oose i n a 
dr awer i n t he t own hall , open t o the handling of a ll sor ts of paopl e. 
(tourists f or ins t ance) R.nd f f) r mont hs it l ay i n t h e office of t he 
loce.l • eekly. which r a n bi t s of t he dia ry f r om time to t i me aa a ''fille r " . 
The edi tor • ~• no t oriously carel e s s . I have he..'l. r d more t h.an ons h i nt tha t 
certain 1RUt1la ti ons a nd del e tions were made by deacend&nts of l oca l p i oneers 
whose annals i n t he di a ry were a bi t on t he pi quan t aide. 

So f e.r a a anyone her e knows , t he aanuacr ipt i n the box 
is a ll that aurvivea . I aay say t ha t a ll h ere were delighted a t t h e news tha t 
y ou had been able t o r estore one of t h e portions . I baTe a.n i .111preu i on 
t hat Perkin s kep t his diary r e. t h.er ake t chily i n t he :f i r s t few y ea rs , and it 
is qui t.e possi bl e t ha t in the st ,ling 176o •a t h ere were :yen.r s when h e made 
no entr i es a t all . 

Sinc e rely . 



January 6th, 1')46 

Dear "Do,c t or Harvey , 

1 t was very good of you t o let mo have c opies of 
"The Centenary or John McPherson", 11 A 'Blue Print for Rava ScotiA in 
1318" , and " Wews papers of NoTil. Scoti 1:1. , 1840-1567. " All are most 
interesting, both n• reg&rds lll8.ter1al e.nd pr esen t a tion , e nd t hey will 
11Utk.e • a.lued. e.dd.1 tiona to my f ile or Nova Scotten.a . 

No doubt you know t ha.t the l &te R.R .liRc leod and W' ,J: ,Marshall , t he poet-
l awyer of Br i df;ewater, eumy yenrs ego were ins trwnentn l i n rea ovin,c 
Mc r'harson ' s bones to t he churc}va rd a t north Br ookfi eld end erecting a 

hee.ds t one on the new grA.v e . The original t ombs tone waR removed 
a s well, and now Hes on the grave btHl i d e the "new" s ton e. 
PeTsonelly t think t hese well - l"l tw nt efforts we re rA.t her a sacrilege, 
since the poet wished to li e in his chosen spot near Lake Tupper. and 
the plr c e was a 11 ttle ahr1ne by t he l ake r oadside for yer rs . The old 
f a rmhou se had rot t ed down . and the fields grown u >J in alder s and ac rub 
trees , nevertheless thh only added to the pathos e.nd charm of t he lone 
grave , and. the littl e s t one slab i n which McPherson ' s wi dow had cut hill 
name and t he date of his d ea t h , using a ham:ler and nail , wa• all t ha t 
1 t needed for c o•?l e tion. 

Pel eg Wilw&ll ' a letter 1a i ndeed a. r efllll.r lcable document , fo r he sets 
forth •i ews and i deas whi ch evid ently were a trongly held by a group 
of Tories of his ti.me -- Hali bur t on l t- ter on eiorened nruch t he same 
things i n t he r a cy i di o• of Sam Slick . The at titude was honestly held 
but B!IIU& f or a ll t h.at , t he ob•tous BJ1d quite natural vie,rpoint of the 
salari ed and comforta ble of tici&l c as t e , much content with t hi ngg e.s 
they were and fea rful of c h&nge , excep t in 51111\ ll doaes. This i s the 
i. t a te of mind with which the Tory part7 was so bi tterly BCC\Uled all 
thro'Q&h. the 19th cen tu ry; it. i s amazing t o fi nd that s t a t e of mind set 
forth i n such deta il a n~ with au.ch conviction as f a r bllck na 1818. 

'111'1 t h thanks , and al l g ood wishes for 1946 , 

Dr . D .C . Harvey 
Public .Arch ives of Nova Sc otia 
Relite.x. 11 . s . 

Sincerely, 



Dr . D ,C .Ha•r•ey, 
Public Arc 1h es or Io•a Scotia, 
Halitax , ll' . S . 

!)e~r lloctor Harvey , 

January 18th, 1946. 

You wi ll reme• ber t he reminiacencea of W' .H . Smi th, the 
Liverpool eeaman, coTtpi led by his son '1',13 ,SmHh, and whi ch you were good 
enolJ.&h to ha•• bound • .llr . T.ll , Si:, it.h just compl eted another very good job 
or research. and record.in& which the fHtn8 County Hh tortc a l Soci ety 
would like t o h&ve bound . I don ' t like to trouble you again but I know of 
n.o CO'll:ner cial b i ndery whi ch woul d do a good durabl e job , and our Society 
woul d be very ,:lad to pa.y- the expenae , 1:t i t 1s pouible for the Archtvee 
b i n.der t o do 1 t . 

Thie t i me it h a description of a t ypi cal i oya Scotia 11hore v i llage , ite 
people and the i r oceu;mtion a , custo11!S and l egends , i n t he period between 
18:Go- 1890 . '!'he vil lage la Sandy Co•e , the home of Smith' s peopl e, and he 
hJ'I• 11:;,ent 1'18.ny in consul ting loca l records , i n t erTi ( wi ng the old 
peopl e , end BOing over the u ou n.d . ( There e-re several Sandy' Coves i n Jfova 
Scot ; th.is is the vill~e on Li verpool :Bey, i1U1.ed i £tely acroas the 
ha r bor bar :from J'ort Point. ) S--U t h isl e. c onaclenti oue student w1 t.h an 
ear tor A. gooi anecdote , 2.n.d s.e t h& period 1a that of t h e gener a tion of 
Conteder11,t i on his careful account 18 highly- interesting . 

He has prepared t hree c opi es o-r the wor k , and 1t runs to about t he 
nUt11ber of page s as t he W,H. S-.. 'lith He wiahes t o kee1> 11 CO?Y, the 
Q. .C ,Rh t orica l Soci e ty ,rants one , and the t h i rd 10a.y be reta i ned by t he 
P.A.W .S . i f yo-u whh . 

Sincer ely. 



Doc tor D ,C . Harvey . 
Public Arch i ves of Nova Scotia , 
Halifax , 'N . s . 

Dear Loe tor Harvey • 

knuary 2Sth, 1947 

As you k:now, the Simeon Perki ns diary has lai n 
in your very good cc.re fo r 't•o yea rs , ' awaiting inspection by a 
repr esentative of the Champl a i n Society , and all t his time the 
town clerk of Liverpool has been press i ng me gently for its return. 
Recently I infor med Dr. Wa l lace of the Ch.o.mpl n in Soc i ety t hnt the 
d i ary must be returned t o it!! bank vault i n Liverpool by spring a t 
the l a test , and l have a l etter f ro!II. him ex·plll ini ng t hat it had been 
found i mpos s ible to secur e a competent person to 1B&...lce a new copy of 
the diary , or to .compare the presen t typewritten ~and faulty) copy 
with the original , He now suggests t hat the diary be re turned to 
Liverpool and that I undertake t he revieion and correction eyael f . 
Wu.ch a s I should like ,to aee the Ch&mplain Socie ty ou'blish the di a ry , 
or a porti on of it . I am burdened wi th work of my o~n whi ch will 
occupy- me well into ne:i:t •yea r . However . the diary must be returned 
to the town c l erk. •a nd I shall pick i t u p on my way be.Cle from HA.lifax 
when I visit the city nex t . 

Have you a t Halifax copi es · of t he collections of the New ::Brunswi c k 
Historical Soci ety ? I am nn:i: i ouo to nee the muster rolls of tl:e 
Bri tlsh Legi on, commonly ca lled Tarleton 1s Legion, ,rhi ch was disbanded 
at Por t Mouton, N. S . i n 1783; and I believe Dean Raymond nt one time 
had its muster rolls pr i nted . " 1th thos~ of other loya list units . by 
the New Br-u.nswiclc Socht;y . ( I have pr omised Judge Doull to read a 
paper before the Nova Scotia Historica l Soc i ety at t he end of the 
winter . and I have chosen the subj ect of Tarle ton ' s Leg ion. ) 

With all gooci. wUhes fo r 1947 . 

Sincerely, 



Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Liverpool, N. s. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S . 
February 1, 194?. 

I was glad t o hear from you a gain and interested in your report 
of the Cha.'Ylplai n Society 's attitude towa:rds the Perkins Diary. I don I t know how 
you fee l in the matter but it seems to me it would have been simpler if someone from 
Nova Scotia had been commissioned t o edit this volume. Under the present arrangement 
naturally no one seems anxious to do the chore work for long distance editors . In 
any event, the diary is still here in my o f f ice and whenever you are in town I shall 
be g lad t o g ive it to you, since the Liverpool people do not feel like placing it in 
the permanent custody of the Arch ives. 

In regard to the British Legion and the New Brunswick Historical 
Society, I have looked thro ugh the complete collections of that s ociet y, in number 5 
of which I t hi nk is the reference you referred to, but Raymond does not publish the 
Muster Rol l ot reg iments that were not settled in New Brunswick. However, I an 
send ing on loan a copy of number 5 so that you can see exactly what be does. Among 
our land papers I have the draft grant to Donald MacPberson and 102 others who 
se t tled at Port Mouton and later moved to Guy-sborough. Unfortunately this list 
does not g ive the rank of the offieers and men but it at least gives their names. I 
don't know whether this will be a ny good to you but you might want to have a look at 
it when you come in. In the meantime you can see these names in Miss Gilroy's 
"Loyalists and Land Settlement in Nova Scotia", pages ?2- ?5. In case you haven't 
got this I am sending another copy. 

I am g lad to see that "Pride's Fancy" has had such a good reception . 
We have all enjoyed reading it and are looking forward with interest to your next. 

Yours sincerely, 

DCH- WM . 

.<1 .L' 
ARC!IlVIST. y 

P . s. While talking about Simeon Perkins, I have been asked by the Historic Sites 
and Monuments Board f or an inscription for the tablet which the Board offered to erect 
on a cut stone monument commemorating t he services of Simeon Perkins , but as I noticed 
i n t he Halifax newspapers a report of your society to the effect that you had rejected 
the Board's offer of a monument, I should like to kn.ow if this is true before I go 
ahead with anything further . 



Doc tor D .C .Harvey, 
Public Archives of Nov8. Scotia, 
Halifax , N .s . 
Dear Doctor Harvey. 

February 4th, lP,7 

llany thanks for your letter and for sending on the 
No . 5 publication of t he New Brunswic k Ristor i ca l Soc i ety ( which 1 shall 
return i n due course ) and the copy of Miss Gilroy 1s "Loya l i ste and Land 
Settlement i n Nova Sco t i a'1 (which 1 hope I may keep; I have been using 
the Qu.eens County Histor ica l Society ' s copy , whi ch constant use has 
reduced to a very worn cond i tion . ) 

I shall call for the Per kins Diary the next time I have lD1" car in t he 
city. Personally I fe e l that t he Archives is t he proper pla ce for it , 
since we have the typewritten copy available here f or consultation at all 
tij!les , and we are obl i ged to u s e a bank vault for safe storage of the 
original . Unfortunately the terms under which t he diary was returned to 
Nova. Sc otia by one of Perk i ns I Amer i c an descendants contained a strict 
injunc tion that the diary was to rema.in henceforth the property of the 
town of Liverpool fills\~ not removed. I persuaded the to•n fathers 
to let me t ake it to t he Archives a t Halifax. where i t could be copi ed 
or i nspec ted under t h e best conditions by a representative of the 
Champlain Soc iety ; But I had to give my personal receipt for it and an 
a ssurance that the dia ry would be returned as soon as the Champlain 
Society had done with it , As you know, the Society has done nothing about 
it for t wo yea.r s . and I must return it to the town as soon as possible , 

With regard to the proposed cut stone monument and t ablet i n memory of 
Si meon Per k i ns , I put the matter before t he Qu.eens County Historica l 
Society and they were unani mously opposed to it. The general feeling 
(wi th which I heartily agree) is th.at the obvious and proper memorial 
to Perki ns a nd his fellow pioneers 1s the preservation of the ancient 
Perkins home . In this we are moved by the melancholy example of t he old 
Cobb house . Colonel Jones put up e. stone and tablet before the Cobb 
house 10 or 12 y ears ago , and 1 t was unveiled with g rea t eclat - - but 
in the years following the house was permitted to fall i nto sem1- ru1n, 
a nd f i na lly it met the fate of all such empty houses and was utterly 
destroyed by fi r e . For g ive the apparent discourtesy in failing to 
notify you of the Soc i ety ' s decision ; the f ault 1a mi ne - - 1 thought 
our secrete.ry had notifi ed you long before t h is. 

With al l good wishes , · 

Si ncerely . 

1/v:!<_. 



' _j 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esq. , 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S. 
February 8, 194?. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 4th instant. 
I am glad that you reoeived the booklets I sent you safely,and 
you are quite welcome to the copy of ''loyalists and Land Settlement 
in Nova Scotia;' with our compliments. The other I should like to 
have returned as it is part of a set but there is no hurry for this. 

I have communicated your decision in regard to the 
Simeon Perkins monument to Ottawa and shall try to see if we can 
make an equivalent contribution towards the preservation of' the 
building, but I fear that we shall have to look to the Province 
rather than the Dominion in that respect, as the latter seems t o have 
a very rie id policy in regard to t he homes of private individuals. 

With best wishes , 

Yours sincerely, 

DOH- WM . 

':})2. ~ 
ARCHIVIST. y 
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Dr. T. H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, N. S . 

Dear Raddall, 

Halifax, N. s. 
March 16, 1949. 

Many thanks for your note of the 11th instant and 
your personal copy of your pa.per on Tarleton I s Legion . I have 
inserted all your corrections in the copy you left with us and 
am returning your own copy W1der separate cover. I thought it 
would be a pity to send it to the printer and get it badly mussed 
up. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

,x'J . C' -~ 
ARCHIVIST . V 



~ou,t j,cotllt ~istoclrnl j,octelg. 

Dr . T. H. Raddall , 
Liveq:ool, N. S. 

Dear Dr . Radda l l , 

... .. Marcb. .. J.4 ······· /.9.49 • 

I hope you got home safely after your triumphant 
visit to Halifax recently and that you can find t ime to write the 
paragraph which you wished to have added t o your paper on Tarleton 1 s 
Legion. We are about to negotiate for the publication of Volume 
28 of the Nova Scotia Historical Society Collections,and although 
it may not be out for some time in view of the congestion amongst 
printer s we have to have all our pe.per s in soon . 

Yours sincerely, 

fi · C . ~ 

PRESIDENT, 
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HON. E. FABRE-SURVEYER , LL.M., 11,C.L.., 

J. A. GREGORY , NDRTM Bi,-rrLl<l'DRD. SASK. 

REY. ANT OINE D'ESCH A M BAULT, o . ... T., D.J.c •• 

PROl'U SOR M , H. LONG , .. . A •• l'.R. S .C., EDMDHTOH, ALTA. 

P'l01' U $0" WALTER N. SAGI?, ,.,A., PH,D., l'.R.'<,C,, l',R,HlST ••• , 
VANCDUV£R, S .C. 

C. E. A . J EFFERY , M .11.E,. ST. J DHN'S , Nl'LD, 

DEAN A LFRED G. BAILEY, M,A.. , l'H.D., FRl!:Dl!:RICTI)N, N.8. 

HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia 
Halifax, N. S . 

Dr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, N. S . 

Dear Raddall , 

July 28 , 1952. 

I have had a letter from Ottawa asking when we intend to have 
the unveiling ceremony for the Perkins tabl et; and recalling our a greement 
that we would not have a ceremony until something had been done a bout fixing 
up the material in the building, I am writing to inquire if anything has been 
done this year . 

I have been away for six weeks on a short visit to England and 
Scotland and a m just irying to pick up the threads of my correspondence . I 
heard that you were very busy this year and am hopi ng that there is a new book 
on the ways . 

Yours sincerely, 

~.('./~ 



P"°l"HSOR D. C . 1-iARVE;Y, M.A., LL.O •• l".11 .S.C., HALI .. AX. N.S. 

HON. E. l'A BRE• SURVEYER, LL .M., •.C.L., L L. I>., ..... . S.C., 
MO,.,.,.O'.AL, P.Q. 

R EV. A NTOINE o ·E SCI-IA MBA ULT , o. s.T .. o., .c •• GENTHON, M AN. 

PRO .. ESSOII M. H. L ONG, M. A ........ . . c . • EOMOHTON, ALTA. 

PRO~::;;:,.,!:.L!~~ N . SAGE, M.A., .. H.o ..... ..... c ..... .• 

w. KAYE LAMB. M.A., PH.D., LL.o. , P.11. s .c •• OTTAWA. ON"I'. 

HON. THA NE A. CAMPBELL, M ,A., LL, D., CHARLOTTffOWN• P,E:.1, 

C. E. A, J EFFERY, M ••• ot. . ST, JOHN• • • Nl'l.D. 

DEAN ALFRED <.I. BAILEY, M.A .• PH.D., FR ltDVtlCl'ON, N,B. 

CYRIL G , CHI L OE, • .ac.. , N ATIONAL PA .. 1'1 1 BRANCH. OTTAWA, ON"I', 

HISTORIC S ITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Se ptember 4, 1 953 . 

Dr . Thomas H . Raddall, 
Liverpool , N, s . 

Dea r Raddall, 

I have just beard from Mr. For bes that Mrs. Raddall i s a r elative 
of Marshall Saunder s and that she also has an aunt and sister and a brother 
living in the local ity . When I was t alking to Pres ident Kirkconnell he gave me 
the impr ession that none of her relatives was l iving . 

I am writing t o ask if Mrs . Raddall would unveil t he tablet or if the 
aunt is more closely related to Miss Saunde rs and would b e abl e to be present and 
do the honours . I leave that entirely to you but shoul d l ike to know ea r ly in the 
week before I give the ful l information to the Chronicle- Herald. I am sorry that 
I did not know this sooner but apparently Mr. Forbes was away when I wrote to him 
for information . I am glad that i n speaking to Dr . Kir kconnell I only obta ined 
hi s consent to give the main address while suggesting that I might also have to ask 
him to unvei l the tablet. If you woul d care to make a f ew r emarks too I shoul d be 
glad to include you i n the programme. 

Wi th best wishes, 

Your s sincerely, 



01'QJ' OOotor R&n'e;y, 

~1th r v flri to yoHr :tet.tttr, r:,; ~t,, 
l• a t1.rat-ooualn-onoo-rem,•ed ot th~ late ivllhall 

. Saunder•• In other word" her u~t.ht1t" ,,..OtbA!\, n n1nt~ 
we.it Marllhall Sound••' not.her. I not,o tram the Ll"l'IWM!l 
Ad•anoe t.be.t +..he p).l'\que l !! to •C'ro.ott ?'arffhol}.,-~ <'ern"• 
Thl• a mlatake, ot oour8e. Gre.oe wa9 UBreholl ~erf'I• 
yo\111(\ff Ill.et.er. 

I • d re.the, nnt ha•e aJV'lpol"t. 1n the 
p,rogrlllBe. I t, 1ft M honor end 6 pl N'lffl'J"('t t .o hc.Vff Ooet.cr 
Klr-•l and younolt t.hero, tlljd I ohaJ.1 be tho 
thronr,. In Yifflf of your request, f!I'/ wlt'e 111 'Allfnz to 
unveil tho plaque a• one or \he aurr1v1ne relativM, but 
ao llh• le a t.J.mSd t'IOUl Me doee not. wteh to hnYE't r.nyt.h1nr 
"\o I ha•e aallUl"ed her thnt ahe n-4 ncy 11\.tle or 
nothlrill• 

roure 

Publlo Arohi••• ot NoVft Sootle, 
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HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, F. R.S .C., 
Liverpool , N. S . 

Dear Raddal.l, 

Public Archi ves of Nova Scotia, 
Halifax, N. S . 

September 8, 1953 . 

Many thanks for your letter of the 5th instant and the information 
as to the relationship of Mrs. Raddall with Marshall Saunders . I am ve"I"y glad 
that she has consented to unveil the tablet and I can assure you that she need 
not say anything at all unless she wishes to read the inscription after she has 
unveiled it. 

I am sorry that Mr . Forbes made the mistake in regard to Miss 
Saunders ' name, in giving the information to the Liverpool Advance . I am sure 
that the heading of the inscription on the tablet is Margaret not Grace Marshall 
Saunders. 

Again thanking you for you r prompt reply, and looking forward 
to seeing you and Mrs. Raddall at the ceremony, I am, 

Yours 

OCH-1-,M. 



Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. S . 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 

November 3, 1954. 

I note by this moming 1 s Chronicle-Herald 
that you have been appointed as my successor on the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, and hasten to extend my 
best wishes to you in undertaking this rather thankless and 
onerous work . I hope it will not be too great a distraction 
from your creative writing, although I know that it involves 
a great deal of worry and correspondence in trying to meet the 
wishes of every community . 

After you get your instructions from the 
Depar tment and a r e in harness, I shall be glad to tell you, 
some time when you are in Halifax. about the memorials that 
I had had approved Wt not yet erected. 

With regards and best wishes to Mrs. Raddall 
and your self, 

Yours sincerely, 

OCH-WM. 

#.!:-~ -
ARCHIVIST.~ 



:h-. D. C. narvcy. 
Public "~ hives , 
Hal:U'ax, :.J. 
")ca1' ~ or 1:nrvey. 

Than!:.s f'O!' yo~~l' letter. Whan Ur . ~obcrt 
1,lir1terc .V. P . as!c()Cl for ~ rision to sutcit 'lf:Y nor.o , in 
the event of yoar ro+ ireccnt I I was dubi0"..10 . t~ .:L-x,r ex-
perience on the Provincial bo!:ird !lad shoi.-.r.i c::e sa:mt.hin; of 
tl.1c co1 ... L~e~1Ce and bea.UJ.ches i.."?VOlvcd , a.r.<i I poi.."'ltcd 
Otit that., I conld v.nde....·,•U\ke ooth..i..n:; tXt t10Ul.rl involve i'.l 
la!' :,o diotroction i'!"O!,. v 0' .. 1!1 1:ll'.r.., . ~b .. I \.::lC _rcsooJ 
t () lot f'l3!'::lC in. a.lli I C0'1.'JOOtod, wit>-, th.:lt pt"OV'l.s ia-1. 
I:! , at tl1e end ol t\..-elvo r:orr.ho. ubic b: o:x:r<ll•J ~ vo oo plO:Jty 
of opr:ortum.t:v to ju.dee , ! f.'100 thnt t 11e Bonrd ' s work doeo 
interfere with mno, I sb.'.:!ll ror-~t,-n . 

l e:x;;,oct to bo in th~ city l.c.tor this 
nontb . a nd will be e:r ate!'ul if you 121.ve ne the bcna fi.t of 
yccr O'.Jn ~i-lec1ce, as 1"1811 a~ d~.ls of t ho ~itlls 
" P roved but rot yet erected. 

'iincer~. 



Dr. T. H. Raddall, F.R.S.C., 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Raddall, 

June 8, 1955, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 4th instant 
and the parcel of correspondence and pamphlets which arrived 
this morning . I have turned the latter over to Dr. Fergusson. 

I was very sorry to hear that you have been ill 
but hope that you are fully recovered and will not drive your-
self too hard again. I know it is easy to give advice but not 
so easy to follow it when you have a deadline to meet. 

I was wondering whether the fire had affected you 
personally and was shocked to hear that you had lost your 11 secluded 
cabin 11 and almost lost your manuscript. That would indeed have 
been a tragedy. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

OCH-WM, 
/re~~ 
ARCHIVIST, ) 











-f h.e-f ~~·<!-~ 

. 

t{n~ l-4 £-
~a/4la.ee, aD ~I 

:::lt!y 



I:OYUlber 5th, 1956 

Door Dr. F.aryey. 

I ' c. glad you liked Path of Destiny, even thoo.ch, 

as you say , a lot of i t was 11 drum arrl tl"Ulllpet" history.' 'I'he 

period wac , of <..-ourse , on;, or wa.r-s 1n auccoooion, and in pJJln-

ning my book I \.,-rote way arotnx1 thotn as nrucil as poGsible 

i n the space 0: r.,~lc voli.me. t:evortbeless the destiny of 

the count1-, uao clcculed in tlle uare; '.;ey could not be brushed 

off in a f'aw chaptci--s (as s<r...e histo~na ha•m done) without 

creat.il a. p:.c• .. ui--e essent.~lly i".ilae. r hi.s ua:; especially tr-ue 

of tho 1 ·ur or 1812. 1r.Le11 n:ost o:l tbe Canauian po<"',ilotiun lived 

closo to the OOI'<ler. and ove l--y battle skin.:-.ish dr ew in t re 
local militlll. . There uas only cmc way t o sha: hott cl.ooely and 

deeply t::ie \,lO,r ai"fect.E.d. t he Canoriic.n.o , and that to givo a 

full accoum. . I hatl in mind aloo th.'.?.t f. iC3n hiatori.are have 

usually br\lShocl lightly over the wr ui:;e1nst Canada , and U.at 

is why s o fer.i or the.a today eu.n underst.md the l"'ec---urrilie C&nad-

io.n ~--pi cion of Uncle Sam. I we.s clad that t he l-.bll Street 

Journol , in an editorial di~ si.ng the piesent Conad1an uneo.::.e , 

ref erred r.r., book to Ar er1eana as a worth-whi1e study of the 

histor ical 1•oots . 

I have noted the typographic.al slips you r.ienti on. There a1."8 

some O'~.hers . w~Ach I hope to coIT&et i n a future editico. 

::y wife j oins roe in ev0ry good. ..rish to you and yours . 

Sincerely, 





A View of Halifax 

1749 , 1949 

BY ~-: 

D. C. HARVEY k,-t: 4:o/ 
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1949 
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PROCEED! i\GS OF THE ROYA L SOC[ETY OF CANADA 

\·ou·i\lE XLlll SERIES I II JUi\E, l!l-19 

A View of Halifax, 1749-1949 

D. C. J-L\ KVEY, F. R. S.C. 

I HAVE never been more conscious than 1 am at th is momeat that 
it is a mistake to give a title for a lect ure before that lecture has 

been prepare<l. \ \'hen I \1·as honoure<l by your invitation to give 
this lccwrc , I chose the simp!c title "A View of Halifax, !7·19-19-.19," 
knowing that I could not pretend to cover a ll phases of its h istor~ 
at one sit:t irw. and believing that I would have no difficulty in finding 
some of that which had not been presented before and 
would more than interest . ! had a notion that, after 
reYiew ing sorne of the necessary, if historical deta ils, I 
shoul<l proceed rapi<lly to a comparison of British and American 
influences upon Hal ifax and \-l aligonians; but I have found that 1 
had set myself the most d ifficult task of all, not only because these 
influences have been exerted both from with in and from without the 
Town or City, but also because they have varied from decade to 
decade in strength or character, and also in d irection-sometimes 
attracting, at others repelling; so rhat I must use bifocal lenses 
ah1·ays. qualify my generalizations repeated ly, a nd run the r isk 
constantly of befogging the vie\1·. 

'.\loreovcr, I found that some of the most obvious American 
influences. so called, arc .American only in the sense that they operate 
upon all people who have come ro live upon this continent., tending 
to affect their way of life and to make of rhcm a pecu liar people; 
and that, therefore, they shou ld not be listed amongst those influences 
\1·hich the citizens of the Cn ited States as such have exercisL-'C! upon us. 
Suc h are the innuenccs of geography and climate, and the effects of 
distance from the I3 ritish Isles and France, in days of slow communi-
cation, upon the socia l habits of a ll who h;ive come to live in a new 
environment: and they \\·mild have been the same if New England 
had not been founded . or the United States had not been formed. 

'1'hus, \1·hen a i\ova Scotian hotel-keeper assures his storm-bound 
patrons that they arc not suffering from :{ova Scotian but from 
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New England weather, he is merely recognizing the fact that many 
a Nova Scotian storm originates in _\"cw England, without thought 
of tracing such an involuntary influence to the American Revolution. 
So, too, if the geography of '.'forth America led both French and 
English by different routes into the Ohio valley and made Acadia an 
outpost of both Ke\1· England and New France on the Atlantic sea-
board, it is clear that this influence cannot be regarded as American 
in the narrower sense, and, in any event, must be classed as involun-
tary. However, when geography has been humanized, so to speak, 
and the part played by man distinguished from the part played by 
nature, it becomes equally clear that both the French and the Brit ish 
of America urged their respective mother-countries to fortify this 
harbour as a means of dominating that outpost which geography 
had indicated. As we shall sec, it was rhe _\"e11· Englanders who 
finally prevailed upon their mother-country to do it, though the 
French though t of it first. 

About this harbour which was known to the :\licmacs as Chebook-
took, or the Great Harbour, it might be enough to say that it has 
won the admiration of all who have visited it . from the geographer 
Champlain to the Captain of the Queen Elizabeth ; and that the 
unlimited capacity of its inner basin to shelter ships of all sizes, 
which was recognized in the seventeenth cen tury, was amply proven 
in the two world wars of the twentieth. But perhaps brief reference 
should be made to French and British interest in it before the founding 
of Halifax. 

Champlain saw it in 1607 and described it as "a very safe bay'' : 
but in 1693 another French visitor called it Schibouctou am[ descr ibed 
it as the most beautiful and the best of all the harbours of /\cadia 
and New England. In 1698, La Compagnie de la PCche sedentaire 
de \'Acadie which had been driven out of Chcdabucto by the ~e11· 
Englanders in 1600 and had been supplying the Canadians and In-
dians, who were with \lillebon on the St. J ohn during King William's 
\Var, attempted to set up a fishing establishment here. At the sa.me 
time the French government sent out an engineer "to ascertain what 
advantages the place afforded as a harbour and post of defence," 
with a view of creating a permanent settlement, and also made a 
liberal grant to a missionary to form an Indian settlement in the 
vicinity. T hough the missionary died in the following year and 
most of the fishermen deserted the Acadia Company for New England, 
the French government did not give up the idea of fortifying the 
harbour as a protection for future settlements and as a base for 
attacking the New Englanders, who were fishing and drying their fish 
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along the coast. ln 1702, they sent out another engineer, De Labat, 
who made a derailed plan for defence of the harbour; but, as the \Var 
of the Spanish Succession had begun before these plans reached 
France, the project was abandoned until the war was over, and 
then it was t:oo late. By th e Peace of Utrecht Acad ia was ceded 
to rhe British and the French had to select a site for their fortress 
in Isle Royale. Hence the rise of l..ouisbourg in wfo1t was formerly 
known as English Harbour, and its proud struggles with the ;',Tew 
Englanders for the trade and fisheries of .A.cadia as 11·c!l as for control 
of the Acadians and their Indian allies. 

In this quarrer-century of what today 1rnuld be called "cold war," 
New England's chief interest was in the trade and fisheries of Acadia 
and she \\·as content to leave policy and the cost of administration 
to the mother-country; but, when the ''shooting war" began with 
the French raid on Canso in J744, she took Acadia under her wing, 
and did not rest until Louisbourg had fallen and plans had been 
formed for the complete subjugation of her outpost. It is quite 
probable that, if Louisbourg had not been restored to the French 
by the T reaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (J 748) no other fortress would have 
been established in Acadia; and it is not improbable that if D'Anville's 
abortive expedition of for the reconquest of Louisbourg and the 
destruction of Boston had not called attention to Chebucto Harbour 
again, Annapolis Royal would still be the capital of Nova Scotia . Be 
that as it mav, from the moment when the terms of the T reaty were 
known sever~[ prominent New Englanders and naval officers with 
American experience expressed their preference for this harbour, and 
urged the British government to fortify it as an offset to Louisbourg. 
"Its situation is such," wrote Oris Li ttle . "that it has a short and 
easy communication by land with all the settlements on rhe Bay 
of Fundy, is equally commodious for rhe fishery with Canso, and is 
more in the way of all ships passing to and from Europe to _\" cw 
England that may occasionally or by stress of weather seek a port 
for shelter or relief. Its Harbour gives place to none in the world , 
and by its natural fo rm , and an Island at its entrance, is capable of 
being well defended by a regular fortification. " 

These arguments, strongly reinforced by Governor Shirley and 
other officials of New England, finally convinced the British govern -
ment that the effective occupation of _\"ova Scotia was the only way 
to prevent Louisbourg from exact ing perpetual tribute from the 
Acadian farmers and fishermen, and from keeping alive their hope 
of being restored to their old allegiance; and it was in response to 
these British-American influences that Lord Halifax formulated his 
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plan of forming- "a strong and effectual barrier" to the British colonies 
in .'\onh America, and of obtaining control of the trade a nd fisheries 
of the re.(!:ion. Although his origin a l plan included strategic settle-
ments near Canso and La l-l evc. at i\11i nas and Chignecto- the former 
tu control the fisheries, the latter to assim ilate the Acadians- thc 
first and largest settlement 1n1s to he made and the first fortifications 
were to be erected at Chelmcro, which was designed to be the uew 
capita! and, as it happened, was the only part of his plan 11·hid1 was 
G1rrie<:I out as anticipated. 

For sculcrs, Lord Hal ifax chose disbanded soldiers and seamen, 
whom he described as "men of tried and loyalty, inurt-'<I to 
hardsh ips, accusromcd to enterpriies of and danger, fa mil -
iarized to subordination and willing to obcJ The seamen 
were expected to take readily to the fishery, and the soldiers were 
to be employed in defensive while the settlement was to be 
protected by the sold iers from Louisbourg a11d :\nnapolis 
Ro\·al and the fisher ies some small naval vessels, which could 
approach the shores in 

Such in brief \\·as the projec t which originated in the minds of 
>le\\" Englanders, was being carried out by the Bri tish government, 
and led to the arrival in this harbour of the Honourable F.dward 
Corrnrnllis on June 21, 17-l!J, closely followed by a motley band of 
disbanded soldiers, seamen, and others, their wives, families, and 
servants, 2 ,.)7(\ in all . 

\Yithout lingering over the well-known difficulties of Cornwallis 
and his successors with "the J.;: ing's hard bargains." who had been 
joined or replaced by foreign Protestants and !\cw Englanders , their 
administrative, military, and financial problems. their dcaling-s with 
the Acadians and Ind ians, let us glance through our bifocal lenses 
at Halifax in irs first decade to sec \Yhether British or American 
infl uences tended to predominate . 

.--\s we sa il up the harbour, the first things to attract our attentio11 
in the Town itself arc the Union Jack on Citadel Hi!! and the spires 
of t\\·o churches, overlooking- the wooden houses or huts, crowded 
between the hill and the \\'aterfront. The Union and St. Paul's, 

foundation, suggest the over-al l control Old Eng-land; but 
Church testifies to the presence in considerable force of 

1\cw Eng-landers . \.\Then \\·e land and have ti me to examine the 
To\\'n a nd its inhabitants more closely, we find that our first impression 
was correct: that, under the protection and supervision of the British 
government and a t its expense . !\cw Englanders, whose leaders had 
inspired the founding of Jl a \ifa x from without, a rc already exerting 

HARVEY: A VIE\V OF HALIFAX i5 

a powerful influence upon its character a nd institutions from w_it~in. 
If we judge the character of the T own from the names of the original 

streets, we should think that it: must be very British indee<l, as all 
except J acob, Salter, and Water were called after m~mbers of the 
Bri tish government of the day or of the Royal Fam ily : Bedford . 
Hollis , Gran ville, Barrington, Argyle, Albemarle, Sackville, Prince, 
George, and D uke; but. if we compare the origjnal list of settlers, 
who came with Cornwalli s, with the census of 17.52, we note that 
manv names of the former arc missing, through <leath or desenion, 
and ,that Germa n. Swiss, a nd Ne\\' England names have replaced 
them. Then, if we recall that most of the foreign Protestants had 
been moved to l. uncnburg in .1753, we can see how '.\J"cw E nglanders 
came to predominate amongst those who rema ined, if not in number, 
certain Iv in influence, thereby vind icating Governor Shirley's opinion 
in 1748, that they would make the best settlers because they were 
already acclimatized, and proving Lord Ha lifax wrong in thin king 
that disbanded sold iers could be contented with rhc humdrum life 
of a frontier town . Even Governor Lawrence, himself a soldier 
above all, was at th is moment repudiating Lord Ha lifax's view , in 
defendin g his gra nt of the best townships to New Englanders on the 
ground that "every sold ier that has come into this P rovince since 
the establishment of Hali fax has either qui tted it or beco me a dram 
seller." Though La wrence was somewhat given to exaggeration, it 
is certainly true that of more than 3.000 British settlers who are 
known to have come to Halifax in the interval on ly 1,207 are found in 
the census of 1767, while in the same census 1,35 1 are listed as Ameri-
cans. (The total population at this date was 3,022, of whom 302 
were English. 52 Scots, 8.53 Irish, 264 Germans, 200 Acadians, and 
J.a51 Americans.) 

In the meantime the New Englanders had introduced the printing 
press into the Town; and had issued the Halifax Gazelle on March 23 , 
17.52, which, after many vicissitudes a nd several changes of name, 
has survived to this day as the Royal Gazette. About the same ti me 
they commenced an agitation tor a legislative assembly to give them 
a voice in thei r own govern ment and to complete the constitution . 
In petition ing for representative government th ey criticized Governor 
Law rence not on ly for his military arrogance but also for his neglect 
of trade and industry, they clamoured for a governor of civil prin-
ciples, an encourager of ind ustry without antipathy towards the 
mechanic, and they asserted that under existing conditions they were 
"the Shameful] and Co ntemptible By-Word of America; the Slaves 
of i\ ova Scotia ... " etc. 
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\ \!hen the ,--\ssembly finally met on October 2, 1758, the .\" e \\. Eng-
landers furni shed an overwhelming majority of the members, and con -
tin ued to do so for man y years after other townshi ps had been planted 
in outlying districts and used Haligon ia ns as their representatives. 
Moreover, in the first session of thi s legislature they introduced a bi ll 
for the incorporation of the town of Hali fax : a nd, although this bi!! 
was vetoed by the Council as "contrary to His Majesty's instruc t ions," 
they had set in mot ion a movement which d id not cease until it was 
carrie(! to fruition in 18-l l by the son of a Loyali st, as part of the later 
and larger movement for responsible government. 

Enough has been sa id to show th at, notwithstandin.i::- the original 
British administrat ive set-up in Halifax, the poli tica l li fe of the Town 
was receiving a d efinite New Engla nd colourin g in the first decade 
of its existence. The same might be said of its socia l and cronom ic 
life: for though the governors and their immed iate circle, rhe military 
and naval estahlishment, and the chief c01lt'ractors for supplies 11·ere 
British, the sub-contractors and independent sutlers and traders 
were from ~cw England, while much of even the early supply of 
both food and shelter ca me from there. lf, therefore, the tone of 
social life in the higher circles was set by the governor and the officers 
of the army an d navy, all of whom were transients, that of the 111ore 
permanen t and solid citizens was set by the people who had had 
p~evio_us. experic'.1c~ of Ame~ica in New England. In one respect 
at least it was d1stmctly Puri tanical, being violently opposed to the 
theatre in all its forms. In successive issues of the Nm'a Scotia Chron-
icle and We~kly Advertiser of January, I i70, this objection to plays 
and pantomimes, pu t on by strolling British actors ro the delight 
of the army and navy, was given at length in prose and verse. The 
conclusion of the prose selection is that "a Christ ian cannot with a 
safer Conscience en ter into the Play-House than into a Brothel: 
as Things arc managed there"; and the poet ical indictmen t inclmies 
a warning that the wages of this sort of si n would be both " French 
Diseases" and British Taxes: 

T hen view \\'.ilh Scorn, the pain ted SIRE;s·s Charms, 
Nor hug their putrid Bodies in your Arms, 
From French Diseases. so may be free 
:\nd not lransmitthe111 to 

Old Rome, the growing Evil saw betimes, 
:\nd wisely banish\! PLAYS and l'..\Xl0MIMl•:s, 

~~!;;~~-:~~-~r~::~ ~:~e~ar, 
Sons' grea t Bunhens why did I relax~ 

Pl.AYERS pay why not a Tax? 
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] sha ll notice later a similar suggestion for warding ofT Imperial 
taxa tion, made by a prom inent Loyalist, in support of my view that 
even the Loyalists brought. much of their American heritage to Nova 
Scotia with them . 

If r.ime permitted it wou ld be possible to show that even legislation 
and rhe administrarion of justi ce, especiall y in the matter of pro-
ced ure, did not escape these early ~ew Eng-land. infl uences, despite 
the intention of Cornwa llis and hi s successors to con form strictl y to 
the law and practice of England; b ut I must hurry on to see what 
effect the American Revolution had upon these tendencies. 

The first and most obvious effect of the Revol ut ion \1·as to force 
upon New Englanders in Nova Sco ti a a decision as to whether they 
would remain true to their old allegiance or join the new America n 
nation. Those in Ha li fa x decided to remain with in the Briti sh 
Empire. Consequently their cha racter a nd influence must be regarded 
as a permanent part of the 1-l aligonian heritage, however much their 
democratic ideals may have been driven underground by the war 
itself and by the influx of Loya lists whi ch accompanied and followed 
it. I t is true that when the revolutionary storm was gathering- some 
of the New Englanders in l lalifax were suspected of sympathy with 
colonial objections to the mode of Imperial ta xation: but the same is 
true of many Loyalists, some of whom engaged warmly iu those 
discussions and actually sat in the first Continental Con gress. On 
the whole it mav be sa id that New Englanders in Halifax submitted 
without protest, to the Stamp Act ar>d to censorshi p of the press, 
when the local officials objected to rather full reports of disturbances 
in the other colonies; and , after a half-hearted attempt to call a 
meeting of merchants to d iscuss the matter had been frustrated by 
the over-suspicious governor, they consented to drink the tea that 
had been left over from the Boston Tea Party. Further, when the 
invitation of the fi rst Continenta l Congress to join the other colonies, 
accompanied by a threat of economic sanctions, was ignored, they 
made no protest; and, while the second Congress was rej ec ting Lord 
North's conciliatory proposa ls with scorn, they, through thei r repre-
sentatives in the Assembly, were offering to tax themselves for Imperial 
defence , although they coupled with this oller a plea for the redress 
of such grievances as were threatening the uni ty of the British Empire. 

The second effect of the American Revolution was to revive British 
interest in Halifax as an Imperial outpost, not ag-ainst the French 
but against the revolting colonies . Once again this harbour was 
crowded with shi ps a nd men , and money flowed freel y amongst all 
clements of the population , who vied with one another in loyalism. 
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It was to Halifax that Howe withdrew from Boston with his army 
and camp followers, and an advance guard of Loyalists in the spring 
of 1776, to reorganize his army before proceeding to New York in 
the summer; and all through the war whole regiments of British or 
foreign soklicrs were embarked and disembarked in this port, increasing 
greatly the demand for accommodation and supply and boosting 
both prices and rents to unprecedented heights. T hus it was both 
profitable and prudent for all Haligonians lO emphasize their British 
origin and pass lightly over their previous sojourn in America. 

T he third effec t of the Revolution was the arrival of the Loyalists 
with their pronounced sentiments of loyalty, their deep resentment 
of the Americans who had driven them forth, and their insistence 
upon compensation for losses and upon preferment to offices in church 
and state. 

At first glance it might seem that their arrival had heralded the 
end of American influence in Nova Scotia, just as the Declaration of 
I nde1lCndence had made a necessary distinction between the words 
British and American. But it must not be forgotten that the Loyal-
ists also had been Americanized to some extent, and, apart from their 
ultra-loyalty, must be regarded as a second American influence 
OJlCrating from within, despite their outspoken distrust of the pre-
loyalist Americans who had migrated to Halifax before the Revolution, 
and had escaped the trials and tribulations of those who remained. 

?\one the less, as neither they nor their predecessors had the same 
outlook as their contemporaries in either Britain or America, they can 
only be regarded as British-Americans: for, much as t hey had sacri-
ficed for their allegiance to the Crown, they could not ignore the 
handicaps imposed upon British authorities by distance from the 
colonies, nor refrain from suggesting that those handicaps could be 
removed and the British control strengthened by giving them a 
monopoly of local government. In the same way the appointment 
of a local bishop was designed to further the expansion of the Estab-
lished Church and avoid the risks involved in sending clergy to 
England for ordination, and the establishment of King's College was 
designed to educate Nova Scotian youth in the spirit of the British 
constitu t ion and save them from the contamination of democracy 
and republicanism. In other words, having yielded to American 
influence themselves in all save allegiance, they wished to make 
Nova Scotia a barrier against the social and political influences of 
the new United States by modifying local institutions in the light 
of their American experiences. I t was a Loyalist who wrote: "\Ve 
should pride ourselves on the glories of Britain and be as like 
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Englishmen as possible in all matters of external appearance. In 
matters ho\1·ever of interior jurisprudence, police and regulation . 
must not copy after the institutions of any part of Europe. T hose 
of England arc clumsy, complex, expensive and awkward. They 
have been simplified, refined and improved on this side the Atlantic." 
It was the same Loyalist who wrote that a!l we wanted of the mother-
country was her ;'good natured negligence" and th.at therefore it was 
to the true interest of \ ;ova Scotians to be "obscure and uimoticed," 
since it was exaggerated reports of American resources and wealth 
that had induced Lord Grenville to take the fatal step of taxing the 
colonies for revenue. 

Though the number of Loyalists who remained in Halifax was 
small compared \\'ith the number of those who settled elsewhere in 
the province, t here \\·ere amongst them outstanding- men in all fidds 
of endeavour, who in time became prominent in business and profes-
sional life, on the Bench, and even in Government House; and as 
Halifax was the capil'al of the province they soon came to exercise 
a disproportionate influ ence in church and state and to infuse other 
merchants and officials with anti-American sentimen ts. Thus all 
three effects of the American Revolution noted above arc seen to 
merge into one, and to tend towards the preservation of Halifax as 
an all-round l t11JlCrial outpost- not only a military and naval ouq)OSt 
but a social, economic, and cultural one as well. 

During the wars of the French Revolution and 1\apolcon which 
lasted, except for one brief interval, from .1793 to !815, 1-lalifax was 
crowded wi th war-ships and vessels of various descriptions and with 
prizes brought by the Royal Nav y and local privateers to be dealt 
with by a special judge of Vice-Admiralty sent over for the purpose 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century. From here also various 
military and naval expeditions set out for the Islands or coast of 
America; but, although Great Britain and the United States were at 
war between J812 and by a gentleman's agreement (entered 
into with the approval of the British governmen t ) between :-.Jew 
England and ;\ova Scotia, no attack was made upon the territory 
of each other throughout the war; and, while privateers of both 
peoples were preying upon general commerce, a lucrative trade was 
carried on between Halifax and New England ports, in which British 
manufactured goods were exchanged for food and otlwr supplies that 
were needed for the British forces or the \Vest Indies trade. It was 
only after the British enforced the blockade against the coast of the 
United States that this mutually profitable trade was interrupted 
temporarily, until a British expedition from Halifax, which did not, 
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however, any :\"ova S.::otians, occ upied Castine on the 
Penobscot incorpora ted the territon· bet11·een it and the St . 
Croi x in to th e British commercial system.· From then until the end 
of the war , trade flowed freely between the porls of Cast ine and 
I !alifax, and a number of \ ' cw England merchants again resided in 
ll alifax to promote this trade. i\..!.£.reover, ]ale in 18!4 a n agent of 
_l\ lassachu sctls actualk came tu Halifax in bch.ill.L.QL th£._F __ ederalists, 
who objected to the wa r, to explore the possibl) iJ y of a scpai:at.e..J.2iacc 
between Great Britain and the \ Te,,· England states, aud an o/Tcnsivc 

y nd defensive alli ance fo r nrn t1 n l prntcct ion of the :\ cw England 
states and the l3 ritish Nort h Anwrirn n colonies. 

Though noth ing came of this move owing to the 
con clusion of t:hc general peace at Ghent, it affords one rnore 
trat ion of the permanent interest of ?\e\\. Eugl and in trade with 
~ova Scotia and of the fact: that fri e11dly relations between the l\rn 
peoples despite their keen rivalry for the trade of the \Vest Indies 
\\·as both natural and to their mutual advantage. 

From the Declara ti on of Independence i11 J7i6 until i he Treatv 
of Ghent in 1814, I Tali fax was maintained by the British as an lm peri;l 
outpost and commercial enlrep6t and all in tercourse with the citizens 
of the United States was strictly limitc<l or prohibited. As there 
was no mass movement of Americans into \/ova Scot ia subseouent 
ro the Loyalist migration, and the n umber of individuals who ~:i mc 
to the to join friends or relatives or on business was offset 
b) returning to the United States, any Amcrica11 influ ences 
that were exerted on Nova Scotia in this period tended to be revulsivc 
rather than attractive. Genera ll y speaking , it \,·as a period of re-
ac tion in both 13ritain and Nova Scot ia, especially a fte r the outbreak 
of the French Revolution. Both governments saw democracy and 
dissent as lhe two gre:itest dangers to their monopoly of place and 
power, and used every available means ro crush them . 

ln !\ova Scotia, the Loyalist governor, \\ien tworth, in constant fear 
of attack from tlw :\mericans who from time to t ime were h:irbouring 
F rench a gent s and privateers and showi11g marked sympathy with 
the French cause interpreted everv local criticism of his extremch 
part isan ad min istra tion as a levelliug movement in imi tation of bot\1 
revolutions; and, by brand ing these norm:il reactions of Briti sh 
people in a new environment as Amencan 111 tlle narrower sense, 

I in ' n emnin all reformers and checking all reform for a 
generatiou 

In his rfgim c a lso, but under the influence of Sir Alexander Croke, 
Judge in the Cour t of Vice-Ad miralty , Ki ng's College was made an 
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exclusive ed ucation:il institurion confining its privileges to members 
of the Established Church; a nd under Governor Prevost, his imme• 
d iate successor, an attempt w:is made to strengthen this chu rch of 
the minority by libernl grnnts and endowments. Croke was a 

on principle and, as ac ting governor, aclually vetoed an 
bill of the Assembly, with the assura nce that the 

government could :ippropriat:e 1he revenue much more economically 
than it had done; lrn t in e:,pl ai ning · this unco1isti tutio11al action to 
the Senetarf of St:ire he shO\\·s that he was also moved by fear of 
1\rncrica n influences in Nova Scotia. "The leadin g feature in the 
]~al.co( thc crn 1nrrv,'' he wrote, '' is its vicinity to the American 
republic. \\ihatever outwa rd appearances there nuv be of lovalt.v 
'andaffcct ion to Great Britain , the relations, the familv and com-
mercial connexions, and the property of a g-reat p:irt of rhe inhabitants 
centre tn the United States. ls it then to be wond ered that the y 
should be :ittache'-1 to America n principles and democratic forms of 
government 
- ~ end of this peri(XI, therefore, a ll American ideas and 

influences were being thwarted or frowned upon officially. l-lo\\'cver 
much the people in rhe outporls may have fralernized or c:irried on 
illicit trade with citizens of the United St:ites, there is no doubt that 
in the c:ipital of the province British ideas and ideals \\·ere so pre-
dominant that Loyalists and \" cw En glanders alik e were prone to 
forget their British -American origins and to think or speak of them-
selves as British only. 

T he infl ux of immigrants from the British Isles exclusively, 
between and 1851, strengthened this tendency and encouraged 
Haligon ians to retain this frame of mind, or manner of speech, long 
after social and commercial in tercourse had been resumed with the 
Americans and the risin g thoroughly imbu ed with local 
patriotism, were clai ming Scotia for the Nova Scotians and 
demanding the relaxation of the British colonial It was the 
ke\·nore of Beamish Murdoch's cen tenn ia l and of Joseph 
Howe's for the Centenary" : and it was 
who Halifax and Haligonians in the 
nineteen th century , whether British or Amerirnn. 

every visitor 
vears of the 

\\"hen soci:il and commercial intercourse was resumed with th e 
Americans in the second q u:irtcr of the nineteenth.century, geologists 
like Jackson a nd Alger and other men of science visited \/"ova Scotia 
exploring its soil , productions, :iud resources; Arnerica11 capital began 
to seek opport unities for investment: insu rance compan ies opened 
branch offices in H:ilifax: American fishermen encroached on the 
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fisheries, enticed Nova Scotians from their own industry , and c;irried 
on illicit trade with the outports. All these activities disturbed the 
merchants and officials in Halifax: but they stimul ated writers like 
Haliburton, geologists like Gesner, and orators li ke Howe ro study 
their owu resources and make them known ro t hemselves and to 
Great Britain, and to demand both loca l and Imperial protection 
ag-;iinst American aggression. At the same time, the circus and other 
entertainers toured the province, temperance societies were organiicd 
after rhc American fashion, American newspapers, such as the Ne-& 
Lngland Farmer and the llorticufturist, circulated with the approval 
of the local newspapers, and American reprints of British books were 

\\·elcorned. 
back on this period between 1830 and 1S50, it is dear 

influences were stronger than 1-laligonians were willing 
to admit. l~ ut they operated in neither of which threatened 
the Brirish connection: their threats economic exploitation had 
stimu larcd Nova Scotia ns to protect and develop their own resources 
for their own benefit, while their social and cultural experiments 
stimulated :\"ova Scotians to emulation rather than annexation . In 
fact, it would be possible to show that, at this time, :\cw Englanders 
were still as much afraid of European influences as "\"ova Scotians 
were of American, and that both peoples relied upon their powers of 
discrimination to maintain their distinctive character. 

On July 19, 1840, the day before the Britannia- the first of 
Cunard's trans-Atlantic lin ers- arrived in Boston , the Reverend 
Ezra S. Gannett preached an eloquent sermon, exulting in the com-
mercial benefits which would accrue to Boston, but pointing out the 
danger of losing their independence and originality of character 
through the easy importation of the opinions and manners of older 
countries . He came to the following conclusion: "All that we can 
do is to form a national character with the help of these influences. 
That we may do this and not be ashamed of the result we must use 
discrimination, and reject what is bad while we accept what is good ." 

Six months before this sermon was delivered, J oseph Howe had 
discussed r.he ultra-Loyalist fears of American influences on :\' ova 
Scotian character and insritutions, and had arrived at a concl usion 
similar to that of Mr. Gannett. A year later he illustrated his thesis 
by advocating the adoption of the New England system of free 
schools and universal education in Nova Scotia to develop the intelli-
gence of the whole people and strengthen provincial solidarity. 

Regarding our neighbors as our brethren, estranged for a time it is true, but neither 
aliens in blood. language nor literature, whatever points of difference might appear 
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in our [nstillltion~, we have never indulged the rabid spirit of contcn1ptuous abuse, 
which others seemed to think was necessary to the preservation of our political 
existence. \Ve were not afraid that our own house would tumble about o ur ears, 

,II 

Both Gannett and Howe had hoped that better international 
relations would follow improved communications; and the following 
accou nt of the Fourth of J ulron board the Britannia shows how quick-
Ir that first group of passengers responded. 

hour another gun was fin:d , when we fonnd the cabin garlanded and festooned with 
rhe ship"s holiday drapery-the s tar-spangled b,1.nner, and the union-Jack occupying 
conspicuous positions. An impromptu was writ ten for the occasion by one of the 
passengers, which we subjoin: 

It is a little surprising to find that Howe, the son of a Loyalist, 
and a firm believer in the ability of 1\"ova Scotians to discriminate 
between good and bad American or British influences, should give no 
credit whatever to New Englanders in lhe founding of Halifax or to 
the Loyalists in its development, although he finds place for England, 
Ireland, Scotland, and :-,Jova Scotia itself in his "Song for the Cen-
tenary": 

Hail to 1.he 
wet! 

are waving-
l'he Rose of Old England side perf mncs, 

The Shamrock and Thistle the north winds are braving, 
Securely the i\fayflower blushes and hlooms. 

:-,Jor does Beamish l\rlurdoch in his "Ora t ion." H e begins with 
specific reference to immigrants from England's smiling plains, Erin's 
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greenest valleys, and Scotland's lofty mountains and from Germany 's 
broad fatherland , and only after eulogizing them at great length docs 
he refer rather casually to valuable accessions to the origina l settlers 
from the older colon ies of Britain, the army at each general peace, 
the Lovalists, a nd still later from Scotland and Irela nd. At l hc same 
time ,;c rccogni:rcs only Bri tish influence in the formation of the 
character of the when he says: "A new development is 
found in the evi ncing in its impulsiveness mu ch of the 
cxcitabilit\' of the Irish mind-in its steady and resolute tone much 
of the English and Scotch origin." 

Jt may be that both ll owe and \ 1lurdoch were think ing only of 
their poli tical allegiance on this occasion and, as the centennial cele-
hrarion coi ncided with the achievement of self-government within 
the Empire, that they regarded themselves as the product and ex pon -
ent of I3ri tish influences a lone. Moreover, it: was good policy al this 
t ime to em phasize the Bri tish counect ion, as Brit ish-American rela-
tions had recentlv been strained on th e Paci fi c, over Oregon, 
and ,1·ere still s tr;in ed in and Nova Scotia , over trade ;rnd the 
fisheries. 

It is less surprising therefore that both American and British 
visitors who were not concerned with historical origins should describe 
Halifax as an English town: th e America ns because its genera l appea r-
ance <lnd institutions were so different from theirs, and the British 
because they were so familiar. 

Passin g over Chambers, the Scot, and Cozzens, the America n , 
both of whom commen ted on the prominence of the British garrison , 
J shall quote briefl y from an anonymous Irishma n, who commences 
his description of Halifax...llL.18() 1 with the fo!lowipg opi nion of ;rn 
American fellow-travel ler : "l guess it is a verv rich, clean , English 
town ll'i t h lots of commerce a nd fa mous for )icking u) wives. They 
sa.1· t 1at i the Halifax gi rls once get vou into thei r net, that vou M e 
d_one for, an d that you inevitablv become double." 

It is not clear from this rather whimsical opinion whether the 
American meant that Ha!ifrtx i{irls cast their nets for Americans or for 
Englishmen. It is true that Sam Slick, tho ugh he had boasted that his 
home t0\\"11 in Connect icut was famous for gals, and onio11s, 
had returned to Nova Scotia for a wife that action, had 
implied that other Americans would be wel l to do likewise; 
bu t an pnonymous poem of 1848 indicates that most of the \\·ives 
who 11·ere being "picked up' ' in Halifax were ca rried off by officers 
and men of the British army and navy, an<l thus matrimon ial bonrls 
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\\·ere being added constantly to the traditional bonds which kept 
Halifax British. 

Thou gh the Irishman pays tribute to the hospital ity and beauty of 
Halifax women, it \1·as not they but the men who made him see double : 
for he admits that ' ' t he hospitable customs of certai n male Haligonians, 
on more than one sent. me to bed affiicted with diploµia." 
Incidentally, he adds that hospitality of Halifax is proved by the 

of hotel s; and that for a very fine one, which it has, the 
custom small. 

Generally speaking he agrees with the American that 1 fal ifax is 
an En glish town: ''The manners and customs are very nearly English: 
the accent the sa me, occasiona lly tin ctured with a Yankee snaffle in 
those who have been some time in the almighty States." He notes 
tha t the governor is a n enlightened E ngli sh nobleman, that there 
are plenty of cabs, that cricket is a favourite amusement of Halifax 

and that yachtin g has its votaries. But all books, in cl uding 
editions of Bri tish ,1·orks, came from the United States, 

beca use the1· were so much cheaper. "Thus, .Macaulay's five volumes, 
handsornel~: bound, mar be purchased for th irteen a nd sixpe nce in-
stead of four guineas, the price iu London." 

Though 1-lal igonians might contend that British ide;is and ideals 
11·ere the same if read in America n or British editions, it must nol be 
forg-otten that many 1\merica n works, embodying American ideals, 
were im ported along with the Bri tish and that, from the influ-
ences which they exerted per se, their would te nd to 
increase Haligonian adm iration for America n progressiveness. In 
other words, .American cultural imperialism was already at work in 
ll alifax: from A cadia or A Month ·with the Bluenoses by Frederic S. 
Cozzens ( 1859) we learn that this cent.re of American cu ltura l influ-
ence in Halifax was almost cheek by jowl with the symbol of British 
influence· "On the street behi nd the P rovince Ho use is Fu ller's 
Americrn Book-Store, which we wi ll step into, and now among these 
books, fresh from the teeming presses of the States, we feel once more 
at home. Fuller preserves his equanimity in spite of the b landish-
ments of royaltY, and once a year , on the Fourth of J uly, hoists the 
'Sta rs and Stri,;es,' and bravely takes dinner with the United States 
Consul, in the midst of lions and unicorns." 

Almost at the moment when Cozzens \\"as visiting Halifax, Dr. 
P . C. Hill gave a lecture before the Y. :1d.C.A. on " T he United States 
and Bri tish Provinces Con trasted from Persona l Observation,'' in 
which one can discern great anxiety lest Nova Scotians should allow 
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their admiration for American achievemerns ro weaken their attach-
ment to British institutions . After making a series of contrasts, 
mostly unfavourable, he condudcs: "These facts appear to point in 
the direction l have indicated and I shrill be abundantl y rewarded if 
in the slightest degree I can be instrumcnr.al in leading my fellow 
countrymen to look to their gloriou s fatherland as their model in 
social, political and religious matters, instead oi to the neighboring 
republic.'' 

It does not seem at this distance that Dr. H ill 's fea rs were justified 
or his admonitions necessary, in view of th e sturdy loca l patriotism 
which had been developing since the \Var of 1812, was symbolized 
bv the adoption of a .\Jova Scotia flag in 1858, and culm1natecrTri"'"" 
strenuous opposition to Confederation in 1865. ;\"ova Scotians had 
taken Howe's advicc--copied what was good, eschewed what was bad 
in both mother-countries; and, as T\tfr. Gannett suggested, formed a 
national charac ter of their own with the these influences. To 
British political institutions, including the they had clung 
so firmly that even Sir J ohn A. J'.fac<lona!<l said, "Loyalty with them 
is an overruling passion"; and during the years of frustration, bct\\·een 
l8G5 and 1869, when they felt that the British government was indif-
ferent to their loyalty, they could not bear the thought of throwing 
in th eir lot with the . ..\mericans. It is true that during the Civil \Va r 
Haligonians were divided in sympathy between the \"orth and South. 
The merchants and others who profited by blockade 
pathized with the South. Yet all enlistments were in the oi 
the North; and, when a Fenian raid was threatened in 18HO, all alike 
offered their services in defence of ?\ova Scotia, including J. Taylor 
Wood, Captain of the Tallahassee, and a dozen other late citizens of 
the Confederate states who had adopted ~ova Scotia as their home. 

None the less, they had adopted the \" e\\. England system of free 
universal education, had sat a t the feet of :\•l iss Dix, the great American 
authority on humane treatment of the insane, had profited by the 
experience of Hartford, Conn., in helping the deaf and dumb , and 
had exam ined criti call y )l°eal Dow's views on prohibition. However, 
in all th;se and other ways >Java Scotians had followed American 
models rather than British because they were better adapted to local 
needs, and, by supplying these local needs at home, would to that 
extent diminish temptation to migration southward or to annexation. 

It is not possible in this paper to follow the in terplay of British and 
American influences since Nova Scotia entered Confederation an<l 
Haligonians had to look inland to Ottawa; but they still persist and 
operate in much the sa me way as they have from the beginning. 
Though the appointmen t of a local lieutenant-governor immediately 
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after Confederation, and the withdrawal of the Imperial forces from 
1-lalifax at the beginning of the present century removed those sy mbols 
of British influence, which had struck American visitors most forcibly , 
and though the advent of the movie, radio, and the service club 
seem to have given an advantage to America11 influences, i\ova 
Scotians still retain a personal representative of the Crown in their 
own historic Government I-l ouse and British legislative a nd adminis-
trative institutions in their own historic Province House. Haligon-
ians may sec both Bri tish and American films in their theatres, may 
listen to both British and American broadcasts on the C.B.C.; and 
in weaving their O\\"n cu ltu ral pattern may find either an example 
or a warning in both, according to their own taste or judgment. 
To counteract the Ameri ca n advantage the women of Halifax have 
the support of the 1.O.D. E., and the chi ldren the support of the Boy 
Scouts and Brownies, while the men who have weekly luncheon in 
the parvenu service clubs may meet at longer intervals in one of the 
more venerable national societies, the North Briti sh, the Charitable 
Irish, or St. George' s Society , to keep alive the British tradition . 

Th us the balance between these two influences may be kept in 
the future, as it has throughout the two centuries of history which 
look down upon the Haligonian from Citadel Hill; and, if American 
influences in the narrower sense arc stronger today than !11 1749, the 
Haligonian has developed a character of his ow n a nd a stronger sales 
resistance, as a result of these two cen turies of experience. In 1749 
there were no Haligonians as such-only Bri tish or British-Americans, 
without sentimental attachmen t to the town which they were found -
ing. Today, all are Haligonians first and foremost; and it is only 
when some cu rious historian or visitor attempts to psycho-analyse 
them that they recognize themselves as British-American, or the 
product of competing Bri tish and American influences. 
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for the first time to K ova Scotians at the beginning of the period and 
ceased at the end of it, nor that this faith was consi stently kept or shared 
by all Nova Scotians in equal degree throughout the period; but rather 
that such faith ,vas most marked and attained its fullest expression in 
that generat ion. In the preceding generation, when libraries and reading-
rooms, literary, agricultural, and scientific societies, schools and colleges 
were being organized, their promoters had to appeal to the experience 
of other countries to show the advantages of such agencies of culture 
and progress; but , with the gradual appearance of respectable works by 
local authors and the increasing number of instances of successful com-
petition of Nova Scotian students in British or American universities, 
more and more emphasis was placed upon native authors and students, 
artists and artisans, as a source of inspiration to Nova Scotians who 
aspired to "self-reverence, self-knO\vledge, self-control." 

Thus the founder of the Newport Library in 1821 could argue only 
that because such libraries "had done much to diffuse general knowledge 
in the Mother Country and in the States of America" they should do 
the same in Nova Scotia. Even in 1832, when G. R . Young gave an 
inspirational lecture before the newly formed Mechanics' Institute, he 
had to draw most of his examples from ancient history or from British 
and American experience; and, although he pointed with pride to 
some notable achievements in the provincial field, a glance at the 
following extract from his address will show that few of these were 
due to Nova Scotians born or trained in the Province, and that he was 
relying more upon the future unfolding of latent genius than on past 
achievements to give fame to Nova Scotia. 

We have already achieved much in this our infant I'rovince. Our Provincial 
Building is avowedly the most Chaste specimen of classic architecture on this Continent, 
and infinitely superior either to the Capitol of Washington, or the Bank of Phila-
delphia, bui lt in imitation of the Parthenon of Athens-a. young native of Nova 
Scotia has invented a pump, which Sir Charles Ogle acknowledged had powers far 
superior to any he had seen, a.nd for which I have no doubt he will yet claim a pa.tent 
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--dironometers of remarkable accuracy can be manufactured in this. to,:·n-for our 
alrnanacks we are indebted to a self-taught astronomer-an apphcauon fo.r a; 
Observatory is now before our Legislature, at the instanc~ of respectab_le ar_nst 
H· l"f _ ·e h:n·e here mccllanics, whose knowledge of their vanous pursuits, \\heth_cr 
it a l~a~n '~pholstery, carpcntrr, ship-building, pai_nting, turn_ery, surveying and LIS 

kindred art of drafting, the manufacture of ca~nag_cs and iron and others of ~aet 
handicraft arts whose reputation wol!ld stand h,gll m anr co~ntry-the Steam B_ 

~r •~:::1a~:~v!:~:::~i:\~:~~ ::!c;!:~~~r:p::a~:~.wa~~:; l~;v::l! ;sma~:~v~t a~~:: 
stage of improvement where the surplus labour will justify the mtroduct10n of ne d 
classes of manufacture. Our mines lravc opened up a new seopc of cntcr:riz~, an 
the latent energies of the Province wiH spring forth and expand to every ne" exigency, 

ifthcyarconlycalledforth.1 

Now it is the nature of faith that it is needed most when its founda-
tions are least secure and it is perhaps true to say that, when the out-
look was darkest for Nova Scotians, faith in themselves was n_10s_t loudly 
expressed. In any event, though the foundations h~d be~n laid Ill Nova 
Scotia by 1834 for a general advance along al~ h~es, m~ellectu~I and 
cultural, social and economic, political and constitution~!, 11, \~'as m that 
darkest year of her history that Howe delivered an mspmn~ lecture 
before the Mechanics' Institute and appealed to Nova .scott~ns for 
"untiring diligence and indefatigable hope" to raise up their native la~d 
"t a point of distinction in agriculture, commerce, and the arts, '.11 

lit:rature and science, in knowledge and virtue," which should "wm 
for her the admiration and esteem of other lands, and teach them to 
estimate Nova Scotia rather by h_er mental ,~iches and resources than 
bv her age population or geographical extent. . 

· That y~ar had witnessed the culmination of th: depress1~n after_ the 
\Var of 1812 and the failure of many commercial firms in Haltfax, 
precipitated by the drainage of specie to the United S~ates for the pur-
chase of flour, American competition in the \•Vest Tnd1an_ trade, and the 
interruption of markets by the emancipation of sl~ves m the Islands. 
That smnmer cholera had raged in Halifax, carrymg off many of the 
population and terrifying many more. Tl:at yea.~, !0\111 Homer, member 
of the Assembly for Barrington, had written: Smee the ~ett~ement of 
this province by the British, perhaps there never ~,as a penod when 
complaints of hard times, scarcity of money, stagnation of ~rade, bank-
ruptcies, loss of confidence among merchants, and all the e_v1ls attendant 
on a general embarrassment, were so prevalent ~nd umversal as the 
present."2 Yet, it was in that year that Homer hunself offered a plan 

!The HaJifax Monthly Magal:inc, August, 1832, p. 123. _Incident_ally, a scathing 
rc,·ie"· of this lecture appeared in the September is.sue of this magazme, pp. 177-9_1. 

2J ohn H omer, A Hrief Sketch of the Present State of the Province of. Novo Scotia, 
11-ith a Project Offered for Its Relief, Halifax, N.S., 1834, p. 1 and pamm. 
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for making Nova Scotia self-sufficient in agriculture; that H owe 
proposed to "build up agriculture, commerce and manufactures" on the 
"capital of the mind"; that a resolution was introduced in the local 
Assembly to gain control over the Council as a means of obtaining self--
government; and in that year also that the Nova Scotia Philanthropic 
Society was organized as an expression of national self-consciousness. 
Each of these efforts to relieve the darkness of the ~hour was a response 
to local stimuli : Nova Scotian tribulation, experience, and hope. All were 
acts of faith; the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen; and all united to set the goal of future striving. 

But the forma tion of the Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society, later 
known simply as the Nova Scotia Society, was perhaps the most signi-
ficant of the above-mentioned acts, as it revealed the mental processes 
of the Nova Scotian in trying to distinguish between what was native to 
the Province and what had been contributed by the founders and later 
immigrants. Henceforth, there is to be an increasing emphasis upon 
Nova Scotian resources and achievement; and while British and Ameri-
can institutions and experience will be studied carefully, they will be 
presented in such a way as to inspire successful emulation, rather than 
benumbing envy or servile imitation. ln welcoming this Society Howe 
wrote: "Everything which has a t~ndcncy to elevate the character or 
rouse the ambition of our native population does good; and so long as 
il!iberal jealousy and contempt for those who come among us from 
other countries is avoided, and our young men are taught to rival them 
in knowledge, in charity, in industry and uprightness, without suffering 
their minds to be swayed by mere consideration of country, the more 
of these stimulants we have the better."3 

On its second anniversary, the members of the Society dined in state; 
in emulation of the older national societies, and after enjoying "all the 
delicacies of the season," imported \vine, and Imperial music, they drank 
a long series of toasts, which reveal their aspirations more clearly than 
any written constitution. Tims, the desire for self-government : 

Our Mother Country-)fay she never make our clothes too tight, hut leave us 
room to grow. 

The May~r-Nm..,, Scotia's Emblem. l\[ay its odorous huds, and evergreen 
leaf, never be trodden by the foot of a slave. 

Thus, Nova Scotian self-consciousness: 

Nova Scotians Abroad-Good fortune and a spccdr return-wherever they go, 
may they never forget or disgrace the land that g.ive them birth. 

3 D . C, Harvey, "The Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society," Dalhousie R e'lnew, 
October, 1939,pp.287-95. 
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The Emigrant- Come from where he will, he is welcome to our shores and to 

a share in the blessings we enjoy. 
Our Sister Societies-W e have a common object- may we pursue it in a spirit 

of universa l benevolence. 

T hus, natural resources and trade: 
Our Sfrt er Colonies- Our best customcrs--whik they prosper, our agriculture 

and commerce must improve. 
T he F isher ies- Banks which always discount- the wealth ,,-e draw from them 

ncccl never be repaid. 
T he CoQ / Trade-Dirty work makes d ean money, our stomachs need never be 

empty while the bowels of the earth arc full. 
The Export 1he old soils of the South get ,,-eak, they borrow 

strength from our 

Finally, they strike a note which increases in volume throughout 
the period of the life of the Society and has been echoed and re-echoed 
to this day: a note of pride in native-born artists, authors, or military 
and naval men who had won distinction abroad or were rising to fame 
at home. At this date the number was small and they mention only 
Newton, Twining, and Fawson, who had "honorably distinguished them-
selves abroad," and "Miss 1forris and those ladies who illustrate by 
their genius the beauties of their country" at home; but, t\venty-two 
years later, the Reverend George \V. Hill, in a lecture on Nova Scotia 
and the Nova Scotians, was able to enumerate more than a score of 
distinguished native sons who had made honourable careers in Great 
Britain, Canada, or the United States.' This list included Haliburton 
and Cunard then resident in England, Dr. J. V-l. Da,vson resident in 
-:\fontreal, and Donald McKay, the great designer of dipper ships for 
New England, but excluded Howe, 11fordoch, Young, and other 
distinguished Nova Scotians at home, not because they were unknown 
beyond the borders of the Province but because they were still engaged 
in practical politics. 

Hill's summary was made a year after the Society had ceased to 
exist, not because its spirit was dead but because its work ,vas done . 
By 1849 the stream of immigration had dried up and the majority of 
Nova Scotians were nat ive-born and thoroughly imbued with pride of 
count ry. Political, economic, and cultural self-government had been won, 
a career opened to talent , and Nova Scotians were free to express them-
selves as they would . The Society had taken an active part in cele-
brating the centenary of the founding of Halifax; one of its members, 
Beamish Murdoch, had given the centenary oration; another, Howe, had 

•Re,·crcnd George W. H ill, Nm;a Scotia Qnd the Nova Scotians, Ha.Hfax, James 

Bowes & Sons, 1858, passim. 
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writte~ a song th: occasion; and the Society had insisted on leading 
all nat1o~al s~1et1es 111 the procession. This celebration was in fact its 
~~:~:l~~~ci~e;t~~~l.' although officers were appointed annual!y until it ,ms 

I'.1 attempt!ng_ to encourage and interpret the aspirat ions of Nova 
Scotians, the S0~1ety had the cordial support of the leading newspapers 
of the day: especial\? the Acadian Recorder and the N ovascotian, which 
had a continuous existence throughout the period and whose editors made 
con_stant reference to native-boni students and others who had made 
their J~ark at home or abroad, and held them up to the admiration or 
emulation of_ their iellow-countrymen . At the same time they were 
akrt to any improvement in Great Britain or the United States which 
could be adopted in Nova Scotia or any locai' achievement that could be 
compared favourably with British or American. Sometimes this desire 
for distin~tion or demand for recognition had the appearance of boasting, 
and boastmg has been defined as "a compensation for self-distrust"· but 
gene~ally spea~ing, the editors were aware of the odds against the Nov~ 
!c~~::e;td tned by every means in their power to strengthen his faith 

Th~s, in recording: the brilliant career of foscph Farrish of Yarmouth, 
the Editor of the N ovascotian wrote: " Nothing gives us more sincere 
pleasure than to find our native ,o eadin the aths of 
1?norable ambiti~n, ,vhether at home or abroad; and overcoming by 
~mt of talent and md~tstry, those obstacles which in a peculiar degree, lie 
m the \~'ay_ of~ Coloma] population. It is especially gratifying to observe 
them vmd1catmg the character and intellect of the Province, even upon 
th? crowded thoroughfares of genius and information, which are the 
pnde and boast of Europe."G 

~fte~ enumerati.ng the medals and prizes won by this young Nova 
Scotian m the medical school s and hospitals of London he continued• 
" H is native town of Yarmouth and Nova Scotia generall~ m~ 
of a son of so much promise-and we congratulate his relations and 
personal friends on the possession of honors, which would not have been 
awar~ed to an unfriended youth from an obscure corner of North 
Amenca, had they not been richly deserved." 

Nine years later the same newspaper called attention to an advertise-
ment of the Pennsylvania Medical College and noted that a Nova Scotian 
was a member of that faculty : \Villiam R. Grant, M.D., Professor of 
A1~atomy .and P~ysiology, "is a native of Pictou and has already distin-
gmshed himself m a manner not only highly creditable to himself but as 

5July 16, 1835. 
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affording every inducement to students from our own Province to place 
themselves under his instructions." 6 

As late as 1857 the same newspaper noted with pride that six Nova 
Scotians were pursuing their medical studies in Edinburgh and another 
in New York; and it prophesied a bright future for the Province from 
this cumulative improvement in the medical profession which should 
end for a!! time the days of "quackery."' It was not until 1868, when 
a medical faculty was organized in Dalhousie College, that Nova Scotians 
realized their long-cherished dream of educating their medical students 
at home. In 1832 five doctors of Halifax had petitioned the legislature 
to establish a medical school; and, although the Assembly was not able 
to do so at the time, it agreed that it was in every way desirable that 
the Province should be rendered independent o( other countries in regard 
to a!! the professions. 

But it was not the achievements of students alone that the newspapers 
noted with pride. In 1858 the Novascotia11 recorded: "John R. Stevens 
of \\Tolfville, a knight of the anvil, now residing in Springville, Illinois, 
U.S., has been unanimously elected Mayor of the town for two years."' 
Nor is their pride restricted to the achievements of Nova Scotians abroad 
as the following extracts indicate : 

)lr. Jacob ?\'cwcoml, of Cornwallis during the present season has raised a 
weighing 45 lbs., and measuring round 4 ft. 8 in. Old Connecticut can't 

Fat Oxen. :III:r. " ' · Evans treated the public to the sight of a gigantic pair of 
oxen, preceded by the music of McKenzie's bagpipes, in the princi~al streets on 
Thursday. The animals were fed ;l[r. Thomas Coffin of Cornwallis, were seven 
vears o!d and 4108 lbs The smallest weighed, when killed, 1189 
ibs Both were as specimens of symmetry as any of the prize cattle of England, 
th~ fame of whicJ1 London piCtorial periodicals occasionally spread far and widc.10 

These two extracts, chosen from many because of the humorous hvist 
that the Editor gives lO his serious purpose of encouraging the Nova 
Scotian in friendly emulation of his American and British competitors, 
show him to have been a child of his age in making mere size the standard 
of comparison. Of Ontario, considerably later than this, Professor 
Howes wrote: 

In tJie soil products quality was often sacrificed to size. The present little t_a~lc 
pumpkins would have been laughed to scorn, for one of the most popul~r ex!ublls 
\\"as likely to be a mammoth pumpkin or a gigantic squash, almost. too big for two 

6Septeml>erJO,l844. 
'November 16, 1857. 
8April 1858 
0 The October 28, 1844. 
• 0 The Acadian Recorder, June 8, 1850. 
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people to shake hands across it. The s.1.me predi lection for size was to be seen in 
the potatoes, and in the beets, carrots, parsnips and onions. While today we assoc iate 
qua lity "·ith that " ·hich is medium in size, and coarseness with that which appears 
o,·cr-grown, the exhibits were then often judged according to displacement of show 
spacc.11 

In the following mock-heroic verses, taken from the N en, England 
Farmer ancl reprinted \Vith an additional hortator.y ti tle, I fear that the 
Editor has his tongue in his cheek, although he ,vishes his readers to 
know that he is in sympathy with the general idea that the sturdy yeo-
manry of ova Scotia must be the backbone of the movement for 
responsible government. They were published during the first election 

campaign in which Howe himself was a candidate, together ,vith several 
letters from rural constituencies highly critical of the Tory candidates 
and selections from Christopher Caustick, a rather broad po!ifical satire 
on the impossible promises made by these candidates to the farmers. 
These verses give an equally exaggerated view of what is e,....,;pected of 
the farmer by the Reformers. 12 

WHAT NEW ENGLAND FARMERS ARE-
\\"HAT I\"OVA SCOTIA).' FARMERS OUGHT TO BE 

We farmersarcasortofstuff 
Tyrants will always find too tough 
For them 10 work into slaves 
Thcsen·ilc tools knaves 
Those men who till the stubborn soil 
Enlighten"d and inur"d to toil, 
Cannot be made to quail or cower 
By traitor"s art or tyrant's power 
They might as well al!empt to chain 
The West Wind inahurricane-
:ll[ake ri,·ers run up hill by frightening, 

. Or steal a march on kindled lightening-
The great sea-seq:i<:nt, which we've read of , 
Take by the tail and snap hisl1ead off-
Thefirmamcnt on cloudy nights, 
Illume with artificial lights, 
By such an apparatus as 
rs used for lighting streets with gas--
Or, having split the north pole till it"s 
Divided into baker's billets, 
~fake such a b!an as never shone 

ll£. A. Hmn:s, With a Glance Backward, Toronto, 1939. 
1 2Thc Na.:ascatian, September 15, 1836. 
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And torrify the frozen mne--
\Vith clubs assail the polar bear 
And drive the monster from his lair-
Attack thccometsasthcyrun 
With loads of fuel for the sun, 
And ovcrsct by oppugnation 
Those shiningcollicrsofcreation-
The :Milky Way Mac 
A railway raise to span the 
Then make, to save Apollo's team, 
The Solar Chariot go by steam. 

shall 

Whilegrassisgreen,orsky is blue. 

Though Nova Scotians rejoiced in the achievements of their fellow-
countrymen abroad, it was not that they were indifferent to the loss of 
native talent which had thus proved itself, for they were much concerned 
about emigration from their province, particularly <luring and after the 
depression of 1834. T he following extracts show a humorist , a poet, 
and a journalist dealing with the same problem in a different way, 
but all point ing the same moral, that Nova Scotians could do as well 
at home if they worked as hard as they did abroad and that they would 
be much happier if they stayed at home and helped to build up their 

own province. 

I met a n Irishman, one Pat Lannigan, last week, who had just returned from 
says I, P at what on airth brought you back? Bad luck to 'cm, says 
properly bit. What do you get a day in Nova Scotia? says Judge 

the States; 
Pat, if 1 
Bcler to me. Four shillings, your Lordship, says 1. T here arc no Lords here, says 
he , we arc al! free. \Veil, says he, I'll give you as much in one day as you can airn 
there in two; I'll give you eigh.t shillings. L ong life to -your L ordship, says I. So 
next day to it I went with a party of men a-digg ing of a piece of canal, and if it wasn 't 
a hot day my name is not P at Lannigan. Presently l looked up and straightened 
my back, says 1 to a comrade of mine, ]I.lick, says I , l'm very dry; with that, sa)'S the 
overseer, we don't allow gent lemen to talk at their work in this country . Faith, I 
soon found out for my two days' pay in one, I had to do two days' work in one, and 
pay two weeks' board in one, and at the end of a month I found myself no better off 
in pocket than in Nova Scotia; while the devil a bone in my body that didn't ache with 
pain, and as for my nose it took to bleedin , and bled day and night entirely. Upon 
my soul, lllr. Slick, said he, tlie poor labourer does not last long in your country; what 
with new rum, hard labour, and hot weather, you'll see the graves of the Irish each 
side of the canals, for all the world like two rows of potatoes in a field that ha1·c for-

got to come up.13 

1~T . C. Haliburton, Tli e Clockmaker, vo l. I. 
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\\"hen Jo\\" by the strong fcarfu l liead-sickness 
Though sl!"angers, if rc<:ompensed, lend me their 
Their's is not the kindness which sympathy lends 
And mine not the couch which affection attends.' 
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I n 1839 the hopes of Nova Scotians were hi~h because of the 
contract signed by Samuel Cunard with the Irnpenal government for 
the establishment of regular communicat ion by steam betwee~ .th~ 
British Isles and America. The Novascotia'.t an~ the Recorder r:.1.~1ce 
that it was a colonial who had achieved this tnumph; a~1<l the.~ t1ncsf 
the T or organ, declared, "no one who k1_10ws_ the supen?r_ pos1t~on 
our or~ but must be convinced that the t~me IS not far distant \\•h~n it 
will pbecome the centre of steam navigation for the whole 1trner~ca~ 
continent." T he next year, when the first Cunarder had act~a y arnve -
in twelve days from Liverpool and the Reformers ha} obt;med thesi~~e 
call of Lieutenant-Governor Campbell and a promise o res_pon . 
government from Lord Falkland, his successor, 1kPhers9n agam broke 
forth in song to celebrate the twofold achievement: 

How great the _change that in a few sho~t ycan 
Even in our snll neglected lan<l appears . 
Behold her people taught their worth to_ feel, 
:\nd take the stand that best secured their weal. 
~lehol<l the Parent mind[ul of lier Child . 
Whose voice has reached her from the northern wild, 
And nobly granting what we long have sought-
The sacred rights for which her Hampden fought. 

Cunard, Acadia's Enterprising son, 
Thy noble work is gallantly bcgun-
:\nd it shall prosper if a people's prayer 
for such improvements be the Almighty's care. 
Thy youthful Country's benefactor, thou, 
We bind the 1.,.urd on thine honored_ brow! 
Thy name, great man! toevery~atr'.ot . 
Our children's children from their sires . hear' 

~::~ :;i~::: :e:~c~ri::::t~nti:;r~!ai~" nsc 

, of dissension and <lis-
l~owever, t:~h;ei::r!~~;er~~a:~d,~~:e ] 0:;sfact ion ~till h~d a fol~ow-

appomtment fo d t lace Nova Scotia first in their affections, 
ing, who were not prepa~e too r~gard it with admiration equal to that 
or at least not pre:;:t~er Country and those born in the British Isles . 
bestowed upon the . t ddress his fellow-countrymen in the 
T ~i~ lead:x~~r:~~ii~~e ;:~~~ti~g \pon the Jove of the s,~,iss for his 
rt;:~eo:1ome as described in Goldsmith's Traveller, h_e contumes : 

l"hat every ~ova Scotian has the same p~r~alit~· ::.rth!: '::t;~: ::u:r~h:;i:i:sittl;~ 
Swiss, we do not pretend to say; but we we no" a 

,6TheNO'Vascotfon, October 1, 1840. 
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his affections, as 10 lead him to prefer it to every other spot on the earth. Sometimes 
wl1en he thinks of the mighty rivers that irrigate the length and breadth of the vast 
\"alley of the l\1ississippi, and of the immense prairies that there abound, he may for 
a moment regard Nova Scotia with a less ardent feeling than he should do; but let 
him call to mind, tliat here we breathe an atmosphere, that is uninfected with the 
cause of fever and pestilence-that our proximity to Europe, and the superiority of 
our civi l and political institutions, are far more valuable to us tlian would be those 
physical ad\"antages and resources, of which our republican neighbors are justly proud. 

There is, we think, an increasing a1tachment to Country growing up in the minJs 
of the sons and daughters of No,·a-Scotia; and this attachment received a new impulse 

when Lord Sydenham announced that we were no longer to be ruled by a 
few and purse-proud bankers in the capital, and that we were hencefonh to 
enjoy the blessings of the British Constitution. Let us then, fellow-countrymen, be 
satisfied with this, our native land, and maki11g its hills and 1•allies, and minera l 
resources, as dear to us as are the household deities of the devoted Pagan to h im 
Let commercial enterprize exert its energies in Nova Scotia- let industry vigorous!y 
cultivate its soil- let the blessings of education be sufficiently extended, and who could 
desire a better country than Nova Scotia?'7 

Curiously enough, it was only after the principle of responsible 
government had been fully conceded and Nova Scotians had been 
authorized to regulate their own tariff and to establish as many free 
ports as they wished, that the Editor of the Novascotian admitted any 
wavering of faith. Replying to the Editor of the Sun, who stated that 
he lived in hope of brighter days to discourage emigration to the United 
States, he wrote : 

We, too, like the Editor of the Su,. "live in l,ope". In this hope we have 
luxuriatcd-butawisemanhassaidthat'"hopcdcfcrredmakcththchcartsick" . 
this sickness of heart has time and again assailed us, until our constitution has 
become prostrated by disease. Were it possible to drive our fellow-colonists into 
exemplifying a spirit of enterprise--taking an interest in the var ious schemes that 
have been proposed to enrich our country and each other- by arguments and facts, 
this hope might long since have been cha11ged to possession. Efforts have not been 
made-interest has not been manifested and we ha1·e been doomed to continue to 
live in hope. Lean and unsatisfactory as has been the meat, we have been forced 
to learn to be content with such things as we have had. In looking to the future, 
however, we hal"e hope-hope that Nova. Scotia will yet be a country- will 
yctshine,not asa star on the banne,of the Union, hut asa 
on herself and honour 10 the British Empire.i s 

reflecting credit 

This temporary wayering of faith but bears out my thesis that fai th 
need not be as loudly e.xpressed when the prospects · are bright; and the 
report of Lieutenant-Governor Le l\farchant to the Colonial Secretary, 
five years later, shows that Nova Scotians' faith in themselves had been 

' ' Ibid ., June 1844, 
lSThe December 4, 1848 
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so far justified as to persuade an Imperial official to become a convert 
to their belief. ln his Blue Book for 1S52 he rises to lyric heights in 
describing conditions in Nova Scotia: 

All the great interests of the Province exhibit revived activ ity. Its Staples,-
Agricultural Produce, Fish, Coal, Gypsum, Cordwood, Lumber, and new Vessels-
command high prices. The population are fully employed-and the Revenue, collected 
under a Tariff, the lowest on this Continent, steadily incrcascs-yie!ding, not only 
all that is required to defray the upenses of the Government, but a large surplus, 
for the protect ion of the Fisheries, the encouragement of Agriculture, the maintenance 
of Schools, and for internal improvements of various kinds Tl1cre arc 43 Free 
Ports in Xova.Scot ia, at which officers are appointed, and which enjoy equal privilege~ 
for conducting domestic and foreign commerce. . Now, taking the population of 
:Ko,·a-Scotia at 300,000, and its tonnage at 189,083, this gives but a trifle less than 
two tons of shipping for every thre<: of the population. Who can set bounds to 
the maritime expansion of a people who have done all this in a hundred years?l? 

So far I have spoken in general terms of the .Age of Faith in Nova 
Scotia, allowing its leading exponents at intervals to speak for them-
selves in their own way. Henceforth I must be more specific. 

Though I have quoted from only three of the contemporary news-
papers, I am aware that one of the characteristics of the period was a 
marked e.xpansion in the number and variety of newspapers published-
at least eighty between 1840 and 1867.'0 :Many of them, it is true, were 
shortlived, only six having a continuous existence throughout the entire 
period; but all embarked on their respective careers with confidence, 
all added to the quickening of interest and aided the diffusion of 
knowledge; and by the end of the period some were publishe<l regularly 
in several of the county towns where at the beginning, with the e.xception 
of Pictou and Yarmouth, only the leading newspapers of the capital 
appeared in limited numbers . In these years, also, at least half-a-dozen 
attempts had been made to publish magazines and, although they all had 
short lives, they further illustrate the desire of Nova Scotians to compete 
in this field of endeavour also. \Vhile they flourished, they and the lead-
ing newspapers gave an outlet to no inconsiderable volume of both poetry 
and prose. Some of the poetry, such as that of Howe, 11cPherson, and the 
1•[isses Herbert, was afterwards collected and published in book form, 
and the prose essays, lectures, and speeches were frequently issued as 
pamphlets, while thtir memory was still green . Even The Clockmaker 
made its first appearance in the columns of the Novascotia11; and at one 
stage of his journalistic career Howe, who had already published ten 

tnP.A.N.S., vol. 97, doc. 52. ~on. C. Harvey, '-:-.'cwspapcrs of Nova Scotia, 1840-67," Canadian Histari,al 

Re-.1ie:v, September, 1945. 
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volu~nes of the history, law, and literature of the Province pl d 
publ'.sh _a Nova Scotia Library. In reviewing the work 0£ th:m;ov~o 
;,cotwn m 1840, he mentions ten prose writers and seven poets who hav~ 
t::;:::~:!:d~~!es of the Novascotia11 with their productions" during 

. The ~ncrease in the number of newspapers was accorn nied b 
u_1crease_ m_ the ~~mber of Mechanics' Institutes or Of litera~ and 
~tfil txieties. lhese spread not only to Pictou and Yarmouth which 
f:rmi:ng !~~n cultur~I centres, with newspapers that rivalled H;lifax in 

g. . expressmg the hopes and aspirations of their distinctive 
co~m~mties, but also to Upper Stewiacke, Sydney, T ruro, Anti onish 
\.Vmdsor, Dartmouth, at~d Musquodoboit; and from Sydney ca~1e th~ 
1~ost exd ube~ant expression of enthusiasm for this early movement in 
a u t e ucat1on that l have so far discussed. 

In January, 1842, the Editor of The Spirit of the Times the fourth 
of ~pe Breton's shortlived newspapers, appealed to his fell~w-countr -
men m both prose and verse as follows: Y 

Young me~! we appeal to you to wait for no favorable tide--to ho Ir n 
impulse of gcmus--10 waste no time in fruitless lamentations over its a pe c O 

O 

::t::::".'.'.,;1';,:;:; ::~~:;,:::n:::::::,m:;,::::::;"~;~ ';;:;,::::"; :1'.,~;;:~;'. 
::~eii'e:~~:~1 :~;i::~n~n~ruceo~~~::: .~;1:!:gn:~a~;)ul!y-developed, rightly cult::t~ 

Ma~ Scicn~e here her torch display, 
Whtlesord,dlgnoranceshunsherray-
On every side her light expand, 
To gild with lucid beam the land-
Your Pulpits pure, offenders awe, 
And Justice rule your Courts of Law ! 
Your zeal for Temperance Jong survive 
And Virtue reign, and morals thrive. ' 
Your fame shall progress far and wide 
Alld Sydney be Cape Breton's pride. 

. '\.Yhi!_e Sydney _was expecting such cultural benefits from its Mechan-ic: nstitute, Halifax wa~ not far_ behind. In commenting on the pro-
g ~m1;1e for 1843-4, which consisted of eight literary and nineteen 
sc1~nt1fic lectures, the Editor of the Novascotian saw in this institute an 
;~t1dote to the mon~poly of lear_ning by the few and a stimulant even to 
us~;~,~:~; i~ad r:ce~ved a class1c~l education; and he argued that "its 

. h begmnmg to be admitted by some who formerly assailed it 
wit sneers. It has been the means of imparting a taste for useful study 

21 The No·vascotia,i, January 23, 19~0. 
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to many a youthful mind; and it affords lhe means of gratifying the taste 
it has thus created ," Moreover, "the sister institutions that are spring-
ing up in several of t h~ coumry villages in the interior show that the 
spirit of intellectual enterprize is abroad throughout the length and 
breadth of the land and that the mental condition of the people is gradu-
ally improving. The time is not far distant, we t rust, when the advantages 
that are to be derived from this conventional and popular mode of 
impart ing and receiving information , will be extended to every neigh-
borhood, hamlet and vi!lage in Nova Scotia. T hese institutions are per-
haps of more importance to the well-being and general improvement of 
all classes than is the endowment of colleges, the benefits of which are 
necessarily confined to a few," n 

By the late eighteen-fifties the enthusiasm of the thirties and fortie.'i 
for Mechanics' Institutes seems to have waned, especially outside H alifax 
and Dartmouth where the difficulty of providing regular programmes 
was greal; and, even in Halifax, the mother society found difficulty in 
sustaining interest and exp.anding its library. Accordingly, in 1859, a 
new Literary and Scientific Society was formed of the more acti\·e 
members of the Institute and of scholars outside Halifax, for the discus-
sion of literature, science, commerce, and the arts. Consequently the 
meetings of the Institute were discontinued, although officers were elected 
annually and the organization maintained until 1868, when the museum 
was given to the P rovince as the nucleus of a provincial museum , The 
library had become part of the Citizen's Free Library in 1864. 

The Nova Scotia Literary and Scientific Society carried on through 
the winler months, from 1859 to 1862 inclusive, but in the latter year, 
as great interest had been aroused in natural science by the commis-
sioners who were arranging the Nova Scotian exhibits at the Inter-
national Exhibition in London, it was decided to form a new society to 
that end alone, leaving history and literature to fend for themselves. 
Hence, the Nova Scotian Jnstitute of Natural Science, which was 
organized on December 31. 1862, and has continued to rneet and publish 
its transactions ever since. ln 1890 it dropped the word "natural" from 
its title to indicate a wider range of interest in science; and, although 
subject lo occasional fluctuations in the number and quality of its papers, 
it has maintained a high standard of scholarship ever since. It also took 
great interest in the formation and development of a provincial museum. 
T his society, then, on the scientific side has justified the faith of the 
founders of the Mechanics' Institute: for, although it does less to 
popularize knowledge than they did , it does much more to increase it. 

nThe No-:,a.uolian, May 6 and November 25, 1844. 
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. T ho_u~h t!1c Mechanics' 1.nstitute had always stressed the populariza-
, llon of scientific knowle?ge, lt had also discussed history, literature, and 
the.arts: an_d done what ii could to encourage creative work in these fields 
by 111s~irat10nal lectures, e."Xhibitions of pictures, and the offer of medals 
_and pnze~ fo~ competition . Those of its members who were especial!v 
mterested ll1 history had frequently cal!ed the attention of the institute and 
the government to the importance of preserving public records; and, in 
1857, five years before the ?\'ova Scotian Institute of Natural Science 
was _formed, Howe had moved a _resolution in the Assembly for the 
appomtment o! a Record Co1111niss1011 and had appointed T . B, Akins 
Rec~r<l Commissioner, , Four ye~rs later legislation was enacted defining 
public :eco:ds and vestmg them m the Province, This was the germ oi 
the leg1slat_ion of 1929 which established the prese11t Public Archives of 
Nova ~cotia. 1n 1864 an abortive attempt was made to form an histori-
ca~ soci,ety for the mutual encouragement of workers in the field; but 
th~s O~Ject wa_s not attained until 1878, when the present Nova Scotia 
~isto~ical Soc1e~y was form~d ,:ith a~ an~bitious programme of collecting 
histonca! mater~al and pubhshmg h1stoncal papers, Since that date it 
has p~bhshe~ t\\.·enty-six volumes of papers and collected much valuable 
maten_al, which ts now being transferred to the Public Archives for pre-
serv~tlon a_ml use. This society, then, and the Public Archives of Nova 
Scotia, wluch are collateral if not lineal descendants of. the Mechanics' 
Institute and work in the closest co-operation today, are evidence of things 
; :~t~~en, but the substance of ihings hoped for in Nova Scotia's Age of 

As for the :Mechanics' Institute in the dissemination of useful general 
knowledge amongst all classes of the people, it performed a function 
analogous to that of the country-store in Goldsmith's Rising Village: 

,\round 1'.is slore. on spacious shelves arrayed, 
lleho!dlusgreatandvariousstockintrade 
lkre, nails and blankets, side by side, are seen, 
Tl1ere. l1orses' collars, and a large tureen; 
Buttons and tumblers, fish-hooks, spoons and knives, 
Shawls for young damsels, llannc! for old wives; 
\\'ookan/s and stockings, hats for men and boys, 
Mill-saws and fenders, silks, and children's to1·s; 
Al! useful things, and joined with many more, 
Compose the well-assorted country store. 

In reg~~<l to literature and the fine arts, Nova Scotians of this period 
wer~ a~b1hous but not blind to the difficult ies in the way, nor entirely 
lacki~g m the spirit of self-criticism. They recognized that they were 
especially handicapped in regard to the fine arts from lack of fine build-
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ings and professional architects, of art galleries, paintings, and statuary, 
and oi schools of art to teach the arts and encourage the artists; b11: 
they hoped to be ahle to overcome the lesser obstacles in the field of 
literature, since books were more accessible than pictures or statues and 
literary craftsmanship easier to acquire than artistic technique. 

They did not forget, as our histories have forgotten or at least 
ignored, the fact that the British North American colonies were sub-
jected to intellectual as well as political and economic subordination pr ior 
to 1848, when as one aspect of the concession o( responsible government 
Nova Scotia was allowed to enact legislation permitting fo r the first time 
the legal importation of American reprints of books by British authors, 
on payment of a duty of 20 per cent for the owner of the copyright. 
Prior to that date American reprints of British books had been absolutely 
prohibited, and a heavy duty had been imposed upon all American hooks 
that could be legally imported, while the prices of British books were 
almost equally prohibitive to all but the favoured few: so that the 
average Nova Scotian had either to deal in smuggled literature or remain 
in ignorance of what the great British minds of his day were producing. 

ln 1834, in response to a petition from Pictou, a committee of the 
Assembly suggested that a bounty of one-third the cost of books in the 
United States be allowed on all books legally imported, so as to reduce 
the price to Nova Scotians by the amount of duty paid on American 
books and the extra cost of British books in the Province. As a matter 
of fact, a duty of 30 per cent ad valoreut was charged on all books and 
papers that could be legally imported from the United States up to 1842, 
when the Imper ial parliament reduced the duty to 7 per cent but still 
prohibited the importation of American reprints of British authors. 1n 
1845 and again in 1846, the Assembly of Nova Scotia made an eloquent 
plea for cheaper editions of British books or permission to import 
American reprints of British works, as an alternative to the encourage-
ment of law-breaking or smuggling and the estrangement of the colonial 
mind from British t raditions; and they offered in return to collect a 
reasonable duty on American reprints for the benefit of the British 
author. At last, in 1847, the Colonial Secretary informed the Lieutenant-
Governor that permissive legislation was being enacted to that effect. 
Accordingly, in 1848, by 11 Vic. Cap IX, "An Act to regulate the Im-
portation of Books and to protect the British Author" was hurried 
through the local legislature; henceforth the Nova Scotian was free to 
import British books wherever printed, but he still had to pay 20 per 
cent more for the privilege than his wealthier American cousins. 

J have emphasized this handicap upon a Nova Scotian's aspirations 
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for literary fame because 1 feel that it did more to frustrate his efforts 
~han any of th~ facto.rs to which that frustration is usually ascribed; for 
it ~omp~ll~ !urn to imitate inferior models and gave him at the outset 
an n;fenonty complex. At the same time it tended to restrict his reading 
public much m~re than ordinary pioneer conditions would have done. 

recent wnte~ on Ca_nadian poetry has censured rather severely "the 
spirit of the frontier or its afterglow," as one of the chief obstacles to 
the growth of C,naclian literature, and h~s suggested that by the pioneer 
Looks were :·eg~r;t,ed as "~ luxury"; "writers an anomaly"; the arts "at 
best. recreatn•e, alternatives t~ the ,hockey match, or the whisky bot-
tle."~" U nder the conditions of importation described above, books actu-
ally were a luxury and a productive writer would have been an anomaly. 

None the less, an amazing number of these anomalies appeared in 
Nova S<:°tia's ":ge ~f Faith; and, although most of their prose works 
were strictly ut1htarian, their poetry narrative or lyrical, and although 
they had to find ,~n outlet in t(ieir local newspapers only, they kept alive 
a :espect for wntcrs and \\'nting and developed an alert and critirnl 
opmion and maintained a cultural tradition. I[ the best of their prodm.::-
ti~ns were colle.cted and published in book form, they would make a 
No.va Scoti'.m Library of many more volumes than Howe ever dreamed 
of m his wildest moments. T confess that it would be no small task ~o 
make such a selection and that it would be one that could be undertakcu 
only as a lab~ur of love_; but until it is done we shall not have a true pic-
tu.re of th~ widespread mtellectual activity, the literary and artistic aspir-
ations which charact~rized Kova Scotia in the Age of Faith; nor shall 
we have a complete picture of the varied social and political forces which 
played upon that generation and made the Nova Scotian what he is 
today. 

.Dr. J\,Iine~, .in Our Rude Forefathers, says: "\Nhatever bri11gs the 
social a~d politic.al scene before ns concretely is worth considering, even 
though it come m the guise of humble, anonymous verse, produced in 
the heat of con~roversy."2• On that principle the best of the many poems 
and essays wntten _0~1 d~unkards and the evils of drink should give a 
'.nore_ concrete and v1v1d picture of that social experiment, which was tried 
l!l this period and spread temperance societies all over the Province, than 
the most elaborate modern thesis could portray. So, too, the following 
sl~ort poem of HO\w, which does not appear in the collected editions of 
his poems or speeches, must have given his contemporaries who knew the 
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local references, a more concrete and vivid impression o_f the political and 
social forces which wrecked the coalition government m 1844 than any 
cold prose account could give. 

A NEW SON G2' 

Jh l'u:.cu, JR 

(Air-"O weep for the hour, when to Evyleen's bower") 

Oh! weep for the hour, 
When, wielding high power-
The Bedchamber Lord made Mather an 'Hon.' 
The folks looked aghast, 
When they thought of the pa.st , 
And feared that the Go,·ernor's senses wc1·e gone. 

Thel,igh Toryra.nks, 
In feeble phalanx, 
Had assailed my Loni Falkland with weapons of hate 
Who imagined he might 
Bdng all mancrs right, 
By making a li11/e man suddenly greM. 

To 'Prerogative' now 
The country must bow, 
And the claims of 'affinity' passivelr own-
And when others resign, 
It shows a design 
Against "llritish com,cl<ion', the Queen, and her throne. 

Such 'Pretensions' must meet, 
ln famed Downing-street , 
An ex-parte rebuke of such withering scorn, 
That R eforn1 will be crush"d 
And remonstrance be hush'd, 
And Uniacke, H owe and ).lcNab o,·erbornc. 

The Roya!Gazcttc 
Toa Government pet, 
Has been given to render the Excruli,·estrong-
And Sandy and Post, 
Themselves quite a host, 
In connexion with •J.ca.der; will reign o'er us long 

Despite the colonial handicap on access to t~e works. of Briti:sh 
authors and despite the necessary preoccupation of pioneers with material 
things, Nova Scotians aspired greatly and achie\·ed much in the cultural 

~•The N011oscotian, J une 17, 1844. 
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domain in this period besides training and inspiring the next generation. 
In addition to Haliburton, who achieved an international reputation, 
Howe, whose letters and speeches have considerable literary quality, 
and ,,,.Titers on technical subjects like 1farshall, Dickson, Twining, 
Gesner, Dawson, Cogswell, l\ lurdoch, etc., at least a score of poets and 
prose writers contrilmted to the local newspapers essays, articles, and 
verse, which, in the words of Howe, gave ••indications of geni us, that 
only needed cultivation and auspi~ious circumstances, to impart to it a 
character of excel!ence." 

It is true that Haliburton himself, when living in England and resting 
on his laurels, speaking at a Literary Fund Dinner, made that remark 
often heard since, that we have no literature in the colonies . The 
Jforning Journal of Halifax suggested that this was just another sample 
of H aliburton's whimsical humour, but the Recorder, which had hitherto 
been a doughty champion of Nova Scotian literature, contended that he 
was right, and called upon the Journal to name the works which con -
stituted that literature, if he was wrong. H owever, after insisting that 
the circumstances of the country were decidedly adverse to the creation 
of a literature, the Editor continued: "It is the duty of every one, 
having any power to do so, to face and grapple with these difficulties-
endeavor to alleviate those circumstances and encourage the growth of 
Literature, not by hot-house forcing, indeed, but by sowing good seed, 
tilling with vigor, and pruning without fear: so the time may not be 
distant when we shall be no longer liable to this reproach." 2 ~ 

I am inclined to think that Haliburton himself would have resented 
the remark if someone else had made it: but this is "human natur," 
and that suggests that Haliburton may have been trying a little "soft 
sawder" on the British authors. H owever, I have mentioned the incident 
merely to show that, while Nova Scotians were capable of self-criticism 
in the Age of Faith, even in self-criticism they always contended that if 
they had not accomplished as much in the past as they had hoped to do 
they would certainly do great things in the future. 

To complete my picture of Nova Scotia in this period, 1 should out-
line the aspirations and achievements of Nova Scotians in painting, 
architecture, music, and the drama; but that would require too nn:ch 
time to do it properly, and l dare not detain you longer. ln concluding 
I shall merely say that, despite their admitted handicap in the fine arts. 
they aspired greatly and also achieved not a little in these fields, especially 
in creating and fostering taste in painting, music, and the theatre; and 

~6The Acadiun R ewrtfe ,. June 20, l85i . 
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that in struggling against their han<licaps they exhibite<l the same faith i11 
themselves that they showed in other respects. In fact, without thi5 
faith, the story of this age would have been much less impressive. H owe 
once said, in appealing to hi s fe!low-countrymen to rise to a great oppor-
tunity, "If you falter now ... I shall cease to labor, because I shall 
cease to hope." Hope fir st, then labour were the key-notes of the period. 
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