
Public attent ion has been directed t o t he •ihous i r.,g conditions'' 

i n Hal i fax i n more t han one published report, by public speakers, v.nd by t he news-

papers themsel ves . It is obvi ous to acyone who has s t udied such ques tions 

hefo,rand i n other part s of the world , t hat a disg r a cefully l a rge proport ion of 

Ha lifax houses may be called tt slum dwellings 11 • About this whole ques tion, 

there are certa i n leadi ng and gui dil18 fact s to r emember : A city does not 

come to have slums simp l y because a t one period i n the past there was jerry-

buil ding 1 nor a~ai n do slums arise me r e l y f rom chr onic shor t age of houses. 

It may be said i n a gener&l way that sl ums are a di sease which affect all com-

muni t ies , r ural as well a s urba.n, when t here ex is t s no policy or plan. There 

mist be town pl anning, a,nd the planniI;g incl ud.es the l aying out of str eets, 

water supply and dra i na,i:e , as well as the supervis iori of riulld i r:5s, But 

t he s upe rvisi on of build ing s is very i111portant . 

Now, · Halifax, except at certain periods i n thE> pa st, wo uld 

seem to h ave had very 1 i ttle town plarmi 1~g , and them obvious l y exi sts no i n-

specti on of buildi~s worthy of t he name at the present t iem. Except i n mush-

room towns, i n mi ni ng areas, I have nowher e seen such shoddy building of houses 

as I have seen in Halifax i n the l ast two yearsJ even in the better quarter s of 
C 

t he City contrat or s are allowe t o buil d so-cal l ed houses whi ch are constructed 

of a sheathing, made of poor l umber, covered with a bi t of paper and shingl es . 

No a ttempt is made to i nsul ate out side walls or foofs , nor i s there any "pa.ek i ng" 

of wi ndow and door f r ames . Neither coai nor oil, nor any ot her fuel, will heat 

such a bui l di ng . In additi on t o t his, t he :fr amework wou,l d seem to be of a ve ry 

flimsy kind, unabl e t o stand the s tres s of wea t her or the wear of time. Under 

such condi tions , Votential s l ums are being added every year to the City. 

I have observed that attention h as been call ed t o t he ma tter in the press on 

fr equeat occasions, but nothi ng seems to be done about i t . 
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In my opi nion, it is the dut y of ci t i zens of Hal i fax t o protest, 

and t o go on protes ting , ab out t hese c ond itions until the wrongs is righted. 

January 23 , 1934. 

Written for and 
Given to Mr . Gaul of the Chr oni cl e 
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