
My Dear Raddall: 

Great Village , Nova Scotia 
November 22 1956 

Congratulations on your "Wi ngs of 
the Night. 11 I have read a few pages a t random but 
hope to do it a ll soon. Have al so had the pleasure 
of 11 Tidefall" a nd part of "Warden of the North 11 but 
you are producing at such speed I can't keev up to 
date. A yen for Nova Scotia books has sort of over-
taken me of late but it is all very pleasant . 

Just in case you wonder who the 
undersigned is or the reason f or writing, your visit 
to the Mar iners Museum at Newport . N.e"we ; Vi rginia ,a 
few years ago with Mr Lusby, wh i ch you probably remember 
will give the clue. I was Direct or then,stn ce retired 
on a ccoun t of health anrt am still General Consultant. 
Mr s Hill and I moved h P.re last fall where we bou ght 
a rather charming old place where we a re enjoying 
every moment. Last wi nter for a starter,may have had 
a few exceptions -it was a terrific change from the 
previous one in Jamaica! 

If your travels br ing you up this way 
be sure q.nd come by.I'm pretty sure there arP. a few 
rope ends we could spin if you have time . If TL is 
w 1 th you we could f i nd a few for him also . 

Best wishes for "Wings ••• •1 



October "3 , 1962 

I address this to GrcQ.t VJ.llAee, but I expect that 
you and 1:o1;a have depart.Erl fer tmrccr (and dryer , I hope1) 
cli!'.~o . sarey l C<>.tldn' t i;ot u;, your wy dU!'ing the past 
"sur:--_er11 for a chnt . 

r:o drubt you will be etq:>pine in at the f''ililriners • r:use;;;o at 
your ·way to or £rm t ho South. Could -yotJ. do Q. little invest-
ic:;;tion for m ? 

One of the naut.iCQJ. t.lllcs I've s t ruck, in search old F.JU-
i.f':i.x nc."Spaper f iles , was the case of the cysterious IU\JN.ei"S 
abo:lrd the lxu-quentino II Herbert Fu.1.ler11 , of' ::.ari:-i.ngtai, ! 'aine . 
Sbo Cm:£ into l!alifax C!l July 21 . 1896, towing in " boot astern 
tho bodies of her cn::1tain, his wif P , and the second 121.lte. All 
h:ld boon killed. at n1cht , with '1n 'L"<, a week bef"a."e. 

Invost.3,e-tion 'i.Tl E.allf"r.x shared thAt cruy two uxm were in '1 
pooi tion to carit the murders, which nll took pl.1lc e i."l the 
co.bin:- Tho m;i.te, a West Irxlies tr.uJ.Atto whose n.lI!!e wus BNm. 
an1 the helmsmn, w~o said he tras o. Dutcbr.ian and called hi..m-
scll' Cborles Bram. Subsequently the he1csrnan admitted tll<lt 
his n:1-.E:l uas Pest.orburr, , and thot he c:;ime fr-am &lacR:i: Sweden . 

!:a.ch of' tbcso nen nccuood t he other o£ the critle . There was 
.i. fa.~ tr-ul. 1n Bootoo, mxl event~lly Brmn ws ccnvicted 
nnd sentenced for llfe . llc,,ever, in 1913 he """ J)Gl'ol.ed by 
President Taft; o.nd in 1919 he wao granted a pa1'Clon by ?res-
ident il80'1 . ilram clro:,ped fl'oo aisht f:or o. long tine . 
'i'hen,. L"l 1928, hio nar.e nprecr ed 1n the ~rs a.s r..aster 
and ounor of a lArffe £0U!"-r.asted oc.boonor,. the "A1venan, which 
~as in di.Dtrcss off Cape llatter'1.S . Ee seer.D to lw.ve kept out 
of tro-.ible other-,dse. ThA l,Qst tro.ce of him, that I •ve been 
Q.ble to fin:l,. was 1935 l.J.oyd ' s. which s~ t he 11A1vena$1 
still anent run registered at J~cksonville, Florida,. with 
the amer ' o nane cl-ven M 11~ptain 'l'bttlas M.C.Oram" . 

I'd 11ko to find oot whnt mtcri.21 t he LusOU2:.1 llbr.iry 'f!:lly 
bQve on the "Herbert Fuller" ond t he Br am vaoa; miy ex:ts tine 
photO(lrOphs, etc . 

As you see,. I ' u:i still putteri.nJ aw-Q.y. ? rust that you an::l 
l.ol.o are in coed health uni trit;i . 

Cheoro? 

·r . l'redcrl.ck F . !:ill 



January 2. 1963 

rir Fred., 

Tha;uw for your letter of Dec . 10 , "1th so r:uch 
us3ful information. Tllanko also f or your influence in catting 
t he !1l to sen:: ne pho'tostat o of news clippingo . ond a copy 
of their photO[ll'aph of the Im19W FULLER. These ere i.mportant , 
too. On reviewi11e' al: the old court evidence ,, mx1 other oat-
er:Lo.l that has ccne to h:nd ,, I have no doubt that Bram was t he 
r:urdercr . Jic,.-;ever b"! won bi.a a.ti 1ife, and later his :f'l"eedoo. 
on the J..a:wyor•o c;round that his accuser. the helcsman, proved 
to be a ma.n wit h o. shady past. an assuried na.r.::e , and a .far fran 
stable tdnd . !Jrar.1 1 s contention was thut tJ.1e helosI:tl.n could · 
have lashed t he "heol , :,lippoo into t he cabin, spent fifteen 
or t Kenty rnirnrt.ea kill 'ln3 the three peq,le bel a.1 , and cot ba.ck 
to the helm before Drai.il or the s~n £on.a.rd were aware of 
i t . (3rc.;:1,, the te ,, being at his pout at the forward en:i of 
tr.c robin houoe. ) 

~iha.t the court never knew uas the evidence collected b7 t he 
neM creu. s~'lippcd at Halifax under Bluenose captain r~c4rughlin , 
who took the ,li'I..LE;! tc South America end tack , ofter the 
c::arders . !:clo~hlin' o can tecrt.ed the ship, azain and n.co,1n. 
wit h full s.,11 set an:! t.he v1ni a, the bo:ln, and pr oved that. 
it was impossible ror t he bclr.!snan to 1.eave the wheel , even 
for " fr,: mirnites , without the shl. cooin/: up into t.he wind . 
They aloo prO\'lld ( wbat t he helm= ha<l m intained in court) 
that cy·kee;,l.n;; one hand a, a l CM spoke of the wheel , the 
hellnsnnn could rrtoop cl.i."U ·lean aroun::l the OOf"ner of the hoose 
~h t.o peel" into the window of the captain' s roon, where 
he s-.oro he sou Ilrru:, m.1.IJeme the ax at the ski J: en t he 
bed . 

7he year 1962 woond up vlth a ban: here, as you &,sibly kn<>, , 
An unpredicted cale of l:r.irricane force ( wioos rc;Zistered up 
to 100 " • . h. ) that • riz h•ll• frm long Island Sound to the 
Culf of Zt . Lt.wr ence - an nP[r~ iate finish to the darkest , 
wct.t.ct..'"t a.TX! otomi.ost yc.'.lI" in local l"ecords . 

Cheers to r:01.o. and yourself. 

I 



Dear Tom: 

f c.,.l~iek FloyJ Hill 
f ceno f -

G-, Villoge, Nova Seo,;. 

1516 South Pminsula Drive 
Da:rtona Beach, Florida 
J anue.ry 2Sth I 9 6 7 

As you can see by the enclosed we hav e taken 
the liberty of sending to the .L!.ditor of the CHRONICLE-1-l:EALD 
-Voic e of the People - a l ett er re Han,mnan 1 s Beach . The 
book deserves all the nrree advertising II it c an get . We 
hope this deed of our is all rieht by 0ou . 

,le trust you and Lctith are enjoying health . 
No doubt you both are busy ,-rith. .penci l and the typwwrit er . 
This writing business s eems to be a bit contagious and 
has affected us somewhat d0tm here . 

Our kindest r egards . 

Your fan Alice Strickland has just finished a book 
The Rugged Pioneers of Florida 



AIRMAD.. . 

Editor 
THE CHRCIUCL!i-HER,U.D 
Sackville street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr "<ii.tor : 

I5I6 South Peninsula Drive 
Deytona. Beach, Florida 
January 28th I 9 6 7 

For Tho Voice of the Peopl.;e column 

I am enclosing an unsolicitod cement 
f r'Orn. an outs t andine Florida hist oricul author and Pres1dert of 
Tho National Leagu<:! of . erican ~on :~omen, Daytona Beach branch. 
The l etter concerns one of Nova .:>cotia 1s groat living authors , 
Than.as H Raddall , who se books are ao wi dely r ead. 

We had previously enjoyed Hm:ygn.m I s Bea.ch 
am. can highly support the controct. of tho l etter . ~very 
Nova Scotian of readable e.ge would gain much pleasure and a 
t remendous insight int o the wcy of life in the early days of our 
Province through the media of Nr Raddcl.l ' s fcscinnting presentation . 

Yours truly, 

(Mrs Frederick F Hill) 

h/2 



CO PY 

Dear Hr end 1-lrs Hill, 

Astor , Florida 
January 26th I 9 6 7 

I have just read a splendid book, Hangman ' s Beach , 
by Thomas H Raddall , and as it is an historical nov el of Nova 
Scotia I felt that I nru.st write to you and urge u to read 
it . I uas particularly impressed ,r.i.th the historical research 
l·lr Raddall must have done to write with such authority and feeling 
for that period in Canrda1 s history before the \fa.r of I 8I2 . 

The characters are so real , and so entirely differert. 
to any I have had the pleasure to meet in f i ction for a long time . 
I know you are familiar with the history and topography of Nova 
Scotia and I shf'J.l be interested to hear from you if McNabb I s Island 
is lmrnm by that name today, and if other plac e s mentioned in the 

book are well knovm to you . 

Do hurry and get this book from the Library in Daytona 
Beach - you will be dt.::lighted to read a book with such an enthralling 
story of adventure , romance and history of your beloved Nova Scotia. 

If you ever see Hr rl.addall ,vhen you a.re in Nova Scotia 
please tell him that I admire him very much and think he is an 
outstandinb writer - uish I could meet him some dayl 

\lith best wishes , 

(Signed) Alice Strickland . 



Februar., 5, 1967 

Dear Fred and Nol a: 

M&l'\r t.hanka tor your letter to the Halifax 
Chronicllt- Harald and the note to me . Bleaa your hearts! 

The Chronicle- Herald didn ' t UN the let ter. In the tirat 
pl ace they never adverti.Be an.,tb.1ng tree. In the aecol'Jd 
place their mysterious owners don 1t like me - I made s ome 
t ar t r el:larks abou t t."le change in ownership~ and the dull news 
pol io¥ eatabliahed qy the preunt regime. and printed these 

. r e'Jlar ks i n the edit i on of my hist.or., or Hal i fax. Thia 
is not th• way t o win and intl uence newspapers , I 
Jeno,,,, but when you •re writing history you have an obligation 
to t.ell the truth, tho wholo truth and nothing bu t . 'l'his 
used to be an obli gation 1ot both the Her ald and t he Chronicle 
und er the old regirn.e, but t.imea h&Ye changed . 

So t ar we ' ve had an open winter on the South Slore, Until 
the end or January there was nry l~ttle ice and anw. Two 
days ago the t hermoueter got down t o zero Eor the f irst t ille, 
and the naxt da_y ve h ad an -old!aahioned bliz&ard . Today the 
them.Cl!!eter ia up to 40 am. it •1 pouring rain. 

I have ms book ot tz:,ue aWriea ( the "Maey Celeate", ato. ) 
pret ty well r esdy, and I hope the publiahera vill consent 
W a. decent number ot. photographic pl.at.ea, even though 
plates cos t a l ot and booka ot abort atoriea don't sell 
in hugely pro£itable 1JU11ben. 1-nt.etin title !0%' the book 
11 ".Footsteps On Old Floora :1 , and it should appear next Fall. 

Meanwhile I ' t'1 Way on s ome scripts I ' vo pr ocised to the CBC, 
both radio and tv. 

Ed ith j oina me in good to J'OU both, and in the hope 
that ve may ge t together again this coming swm:i:er. 

Chearal 

Pl ease expr ess my V&l'll appreciaUan to Alice Strickland. 
Caaing !J"OII a writer ot her atature and experience, her 
N!larka to you were campl.ia•ta 1.rdeed. Perhapa acae dq 
I ehall h&Te the pleaauN ot aeeting her. 



Dear T6m: 

f redcnck t"loyd I-lill 
f,cno f -

G,= < Village, Nm•o Seo,;. 

Written from : 
I5I6 South Peninsula Drive 

Daytona BeadJ. , Florida 
December 6th I 9 6 7 

Greetings once again. The summer seemed to go by 
the board so quickly that it is now aJ..most a bit of history. 
Il e had hoped to perhaps make a brief three or four day trip 
around the southern part of the proVince, in which case we 
might have had the pleasure to sa:y 11 hello11 to you. I t has 
been many a year since we covered thet Cape·.:.Sable area. We 
also h ad planned a t rip to EX.PO but Nola Is mothe r passed 
aMay in AuguSt after a lengthy illness, so that our trip 
to Nontreal did not materialize either. 

In spite of what was a generally wet and overcast 
summer, folks seemed to find their way to Freno Fann. They 
must have been able to see the pat h by footprints in the nru.d l 
If you and your good lady had been anong those ptesent, it 
would have brightened the season. 

Well - Time marches on . Mi ddle Age seems to be 
creeping up on us a bit but \·1e new part. way south and f inished 
by car as usual . Much as we love dear old Nova Scotia i n 
sunnner, wintering down here seems to be a fixed habit. The 
season has been very dry here (referring to the weather,pf course) 
- November the driest month ever on record. 

How is bookwork coming along. Anything new under way'? 
From past records, I'm sure your pen is not idle. How is Monsieur 
Cascamonde? We surely enjoyed meet ing him and the other characters 
last year l 

Well - Dec ember 6th s eems always a deeply impressed 
and memor able date f ·6r me '1 Impossible to believe that 50 years 
have slipped since I had an 9pfPrtunity to go on the Can . Government 
Steamer SIMCOE - three of us fl-..,~ ect for the job. She foundered 
soon afterward on this date with all hands in the Gulf of St.Lawrence . 
A mu.rderou.s winter night - I remember it well . The only item ever 
fotmd was a lifebelt -of all places, on Sable Island. Wa1.ter 1s 
father, Archie Ward,was Chief Officer with us on the ABERDEEN . I can 
still see the message I had to hand him. Ironically last stum11er 
I sa:w a memorial headstone to Walter in a cemetary in Saint John 
not far from our own family plot. 

Our kindest reg ards. Have a good Christmas and may 
Heal.th be yours and Edi.th I s th" h I 9 6 8. Slnct-cf, 



January b.1 96~ 

Dear Fred! 

Yo11.r r181'!!1niscence cf the sinking of t he "Sir::coe u on 
tho l-1ght of J.k:c. l, . 1917 r .:mc ll bell !or mo, boeac.sa t he onli _t'1t 
of her ever found wa~ a 11fsbJ.oy bearing her name, which dl(i8ted 
ashore on Sabl-3 I sland soae ueoks or months &tterwat'ds. I SAW i t 
ha.ngi?:.; i..-: tha l -ol"Oa.t she'd thero , al ong \nth various "name .. 
boardsn ant! other wreci< so;,nrenir s , during the year I wa s post ed 
at \'CT. :il::e overybody else 1 o!ton wondered uha t could have 
happened s o suddonly t hat her w'iraless operator never harl a chance 
to srui.p out nn SOS. 

Hf book of tr,.i e stori es, FCiOT.:'.iT.EPS vn 1.,.I.D FLO'JRS, will be c011ing 
out t hi~ 3?rin&, ;,robabl,y i n ?-: arch. Included are t he s t ories ot 
t he ":'a r y- Celeste" a.rd the 0 l.!orbairt Fullor 11 , and the f orew-ord 
'Will contain ackno ... l edce:ienta t o you and to t ho llari ner s I riuseum. 
I ' 11 send you a cop.:,r~ w'l ... t h t\}' por ,5 cr.ul t hanks, -{'\ s ocn as t he 
publisher, ( ;)oubl od>:r) put it out . 

¥cu a sk .ih£t 1 ;;;; c:iok:i.ng next. At the mOOl ep.t I don ' t kn ow what to 
put 1n ~he pot. ror ;r:.aey year~ I hava had in mind a h1sto.i:•.t at 
Sabl e leil and. 1 .:ind I ht..Yo boon rea.d Ul f< a.nd tiling al!a~ all t he 
infon..at i on I could ..,at. T.10 publist.aril tiOUl d w: ake no 11one,1 on· 
it. I~or ':i:'Culd :r. bccc.~sc tho dc.rund would be mull; but I fel t 
I s hould do it for tha saka of ~10 1'ew who would be interest ed. 
Boucvcr dur i..i'l.g t he pust. year I found U\nt t\,""O competent people 
are ~rcpari."lg h istories . C."\o ls a l.1eut.ena\ nt 1n the Australian 
Uf a vy who has been an e>::change offi cer with t he Canadian Navy 
ti.'l R.tli!'ax tor t.~e past three or foa.r years. He has lit erary 
inclinations. and was fi;iecinated with Sable Islnnd f rom t he :-ornent 
he !'1r3t :.av 1t. Ho eon;;.;ulted me here . and I gave him all the 
infcn.1atior, I h;.d . He expects t hat the writing or the boc:k will 
take his spare time f c1.• tJ1~ !'IG.xt t.wo' ye.'!.rs . during which t ime 
he will be pouted "'"'1t h t ho G. S • .!avy at San Die:30. He 1 n: a hi ~ ly 
1ntolli gont and dedicated chap , and I 'm 6Uk'e his boo6 will be a 
good job. 

Anuther book on Sable Isl•nd is being pr epared by a Mont real 
~choolriaster who is also an excel len~ paint or. He Vi.sited Sable 
Island a few years ago. and has douo some marvellously animatad 
'1ll<I !!ecur a t a paintings cf "the ponies in t heir. wild habitat. ( I 
have corr.missioned oii.e iJYH.lf, and hopo to havo i t by next S1X'Ul'ler . ) 
llis book will be a then-.nd-now account or the island , illustrat ed 
vith his own pict ures . Ile , is visiting Novn Scotia Jloxt su,ne r and 
I o::.:poct to have a chat vith him a.bout the book and t he t entative 
pµbl.icatioh Ca t e . 



Hy publishers uv1.1ld like Lte t o start another novol nOloi , but 
at the present t ,U;i e I can I t see a aubjsct that interests me 
enough to w,a.rl·ant t ho t wo years of blood and n eat involved . 
And I I ve tl".ays ;.rorkod on the principle that I nuet bo deep:f.3" 
int.erested Iil,Y:falt if 1 1M to -e:ako i t interest ing to othe1· peopl e . 
I. stuck to it all tfil•a..igh thEI yeara wbeu t l.Je suppor t of a wife 
and children oade a clespor a t.a problem. espec1all.Y f or a Canadian 
writer dealing entirely with Canadian people a.'ld 3cenos ; and now 
th.at ~ •v·e achlttveJ Il.nanclal in.Jepondtmce t he.i-e isn 1t t he least 
teLJ.1..rt.ation to t ur n Piy so,lf into a literary sausage machine. 

Recently tuo univor31ti os ( ona of thar:i in t he U. s.) .1skcd me to 
present their l.itrarl.es w-lth all q ti.anuGcripts. re .search notes, 
corresponc.enoe , diaries. etc. , - oither now, or by ~\ax bequest. 
l't, uade Le feel that I n\i.st. have both f eet, if not both hands , 
in tho ~rave. However 1nt4:!nd t o stick around, for SQ!l.e time 
yet , and r..y replios ~.ere gratef'..11 bJ.t nonco::oni t al. I intsnd to 
write my own memoirs, Md maybe 1 should ge t on w1th thooi now. 
Foi•tunata].y I beg.an to keep a. d ia..l-y lri en l wan t to sea as a boy, 
and the habit has remained with me ill my life ., Ultima t ely all 
my papers will go t o on£- of the univerisities interest ed in rr,y 
wor k , and then any curious st1.1.<lant can check t Erl \dth rry own 
r11oeMoirs cUl.d ea., if l told t he ti-..1th, 

And that ' s enc..c1e}t of that! 

Cold bright veathe.r here , uH,h abOut a £0«.t of snow on t he level, 
and kids skating on all the ponds. When the "'--al.kine 1s tit I 
talc~ an after.noon hike up t he west s ide of t he river tc Hilton, 
cro~s over the bridge here , and return dc,..'tl the c.:ist sido -- a 
total of six rUos , •y bones creak a bi t ( somet imes I wisli I 
could poke an oil can in·t.o my l'lght hi p socket ewpecially ) b.!t 
I enjoy the opet1 ~1.r J..ft.o::- lons ~anions a t study or the type-
writer. In younger dl'.y s I used t •:> trap tlle 11ocrls en sru>l:olshcea 
at this toke o: year 1 £.; .d Sf."l!nt t1any a \C e.kend t:i"'ith t 1o.o or t hree 
outdoor cronies 1n a log cabin at Eagle I.ak(; . We, h ,1d good thick 
eiderdown slaepil".g bags, and just f or the hell of i t I often 
slept in ~ir.e outsi de , under the r'..aN, with the lake i ce twenty 
feet away er aekling with frost pr essure and boor.ting 
11.ko a cannon, I t. • s .ondcr.ful t o be young and tough, 

nut.hi joins ae 1n bast Yisha.s t o Nola anci your sR)f . We mu st 
got togGthor next Sumliicr. 

Cheerd 



1516 South Peninsula Drive 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
February 15 l 9 6 8 

Dear Tomi 

Your letter of January 6 was most welcome and the 
items and places therein turned back several pages of history 
for me. I am interested in the forthcoming stories of Sable 
Island (by other writers) bu t I am sure you would have added 
another corking good yarn to your already lengthy listJ shall 
watch for the results in the book reviews - ATLANTIC ADVOCATE 
and others , 

Congratulations on your recent Magnum Opus Footsteps 
on Ol d Floors, I am already by the head (not I N the head -I 
usually choose my more comfortable chair in which to read!) 
and have finished the Blonde and the Fuller s t ories. I do 
not think anyone can follow your story of the Blonde with more 
enjoyment that I. As to turning back the pages (ancient now) 
of history , I recall that we were replacing the Blonde Rock 
buoy after it had been out of position . The day was cold and 
bright and the sea smooth except for a l ong and considerable 
ground swell, We had the new buoy - heavy as hell - on the rail 
and ready to drop when we located the Rock for fair . BANG! Ri ght 
under the keel, It shook the old vessel from stem to stern, 
darn near took the lifting gear out; scar ed the Old Man and 
a number of others,too! and knocked the cook and several 
others off their feet, Yes , Sir, We knew exactly where Blonde 
Rock was .I believe I still have some of the photographs I took 
at the time, 

As for Seal Is land , I have been there several times, 
I remember Mrs Hamilton.I think she was the daughter of old Mr 
Crowell , the Lightkeeper - a fine old gentleman , well read and had 
a nice library, He used to come down to the landing and tell us 
the news from Boston (WNAC) as he was the proud possessor of a 
radio, I got interested , made a set for myself with Shaker Salt 
boxes and wires , etc , and~~!ght in business , On zero nights 
aboard ship I could even get Jacksonville (WJAX) and had visions 
of palm trees waving in a bal my breeze and , no doubt , at that age , 
thinking of the grass skirts in the background, Well. Here I 
am, not too far from Jacksonville - sans grass skirts -replaced 
sometimes,I ' m told , with bikinis , It took a long time to do it. 
All this sounds like a ham-fest , but mi ddle age has really got 
me reminisc ing at t he moment , 

Around Cape Sable and the south coast country,I"helped " 
and suffered with Cascamonde most of the way, even on some of the 
weary miles on foot on his way back to Halifax, No wonder I 
enjoyed that story , too, 

It is an honor i n0deed that you well deserve , to have 
an invitation to deposit yotr'r mss . and other papers in a suitable 
university . Suitable or not , I definite ly think they are pushing 

Cont , 



the seasons, much too much . You will just about have the umteenth 
case packed and d i scover a note that says that i n the other 
s eventeen there is enough material for two or three more 
"shorties " like ''Warden of the North"or "The Governor ' s Lady, " 
Just t hink of all the work you would have , to unpack again , 

Bones creak? Man, you have plenty of company , Do not, 
as you say , poke an oil .fan into your right h i p socket , Put 
some good hip oil in~,ffght hip pocket , and don't forget to use 1 t, 
That sounds about the same but the effect is different. 

Nore anon r e Simcoe and other s , Simcoe said she was 
behaving badly t hat evening, I believe it - it was a wild night , 

We should love to have you and Edi t h up for a weekend 
gam thi s summer at Fr eno if you have time. 

for Footsteps on Ol d Floors 
Meanwhile , thanks aga1rf W:1 th our Bee t re gards , 

here 
PS Cyril Wilson and his wif e spend t he winters-'. Cyril was a radio 

engi nee r when t he old Barrington towers were built and installed 
much of the gear, Audrey 1s an ex- Mt.Allison buddy of Nola ' s . 

F , 



Lear Tom : 

I5I6 South Peninsula Drive 
Daytona Beach , Florida )20I8 
April 21 I 9 6 8 

I loaned "Footsteps, .. " to Dana Bowen and 
he not only enjoyed it on the first reading but he 
has it slightly dogeared , he says , from the second and 
third run. I have not seen it for several weeks but it 
is in good hands . He thought the story of the Jf.tARY CELESTE 
Pas a dilly - as did I. In fact I am much intrigued with 
that part which told of the possibility that the smallboat 
was trailed astern until the line parted. It could well 
have happened. 

Dana liked the book so well he would like to 
order a copy , so will you please send him one with s t atement 
of course. He has a number of autographed books in his 
library , If you would add. yours wi th a not e of salutation 
he would apprec13;e it very much , It should be mai led to 

Dana Thomas Bowen 
(address as above). 

It is from Dana that we have rented this same 
apartment for the past ten winters or more. He is a Great 
Lakes historian and has vri tten several books as "Lore of 
the Lakes" "Nemories of the Lakes • and others . You mi ght 
knm· what our conversation is when ·we ge t together. No- NOT 
Les Girls, You guessed 1 t - Steamboats ! 

}Je hope to fly north in a fortnight or so . Sorry to 
say that Nola has been in the Halifax Dis trict Hospital 
here for the past ten days, She had a severe cough which followed 
a cold last month - whi ch seems to have been the case wibh 
many other persons this winter.Nola ruptured a blood vessel 
in her chest . Is improving nicely but require~ utmost 
rest and quiet for a few more days , 

\.i' e trust you and Edith are enjoying Health , and that 
you had a nice Easter Season . Our best to both of you , 
and 

I still drinks an ' looks t ' ard ya. And I hopes you 
"bo"t-·s ac ca r din". ......, 



February 22, 19?1 

Hollo Fred i 

, It ' • good t o hear trom you again. As our poat ottioe 
tell eaoh other, "She ' s a hard ol.e wint er. " We enjoyed a l ong Irdian 
summer, and on Deoember Jrd I waa playing golf at lralite Point. No treat 
or snow, in fRct t<f'e noted several buttercups and dandelions in late 
bloom about the fainraf•• Then the root tell in. A blizurd on Deo.4, 
and a succeasion ot atorm1 and &ero temper ature• ever with nry 
little respit e . Today waa one of the good ones. Our street s and road.a 
are banked with old and new 10 for a good walk I droftl out to 
Summerville Beach, a rnile long, am walked the ti.m aa.nd to Broad Rinr 
and back, Good level tooting, no traffic to dodge , and bright sunshine, 
Yea.rs ago, when I was learning aanething or t he Mi cmac language, 
I worxl.ered wh.)r they called February the n1nov•blimer" month, (March 
seemed more appropr iate. ) But on a day like thia , when the sun baa come 
tar enough north t o make a · dazzle on new-fallen snow, I can see their 
point. 

Last tall a scuba-diver 1n Bedford Basin tourd on the bott.an 
near Rockingham. a 11nall piec,e 01· ship timber. It was oak , 
ot tire1 and had a copper bolt 1n it.. 1n the !'airly 
water of£ Birch Cove1 where u• AnYill.e landed hundreds of hie 
and 1n 1746. More than 1,100 perished ot aour vy and 
( "ship fever•) . Ae you know, D•An'Ville killed hirnaelt 1n a tit ot 
pond ency, and eventuall,' what remained ot the expedition went back to ,~~~dt!:f~: ~!!;~~na:1;;rdgu:a:!111g::~ !rJP;:~::m~n::·::, ahip1, 
aground , and destroyed them by fire. Hali burton 1aya the charred hulk1 
could be 1een urder the surface tor l'l&ny the diver pre1ent.tKi me 
with thil interestin~ relic, which 11 quite po111bl,y from "Parfait • , 
Only navy peopl e could.Jaiforcl copper bolts in those days , and n9 other 
ahipa are likeq to have been bu.med and sunk 10 clo1e to the ahore ott 
Birch Cove, 

I am still going OYer 'D¥ papera, not.ea, and diariea, 1n preparation 
for an au~biograp~ but I 1ro 1n no hurry t o wr~te it, and on daya vhen 
anowatorma swirl about the houae it '• pleasant just to l oaf and Nad. 
'lbe CBC are going to make a TV play 1'ran one or my abort atoriea , The 
Wedding Gitt" ( no exact date yet) and their radio network are going to 
do "Boger SJ.dden" as .: aerial year. The s o-called "1toriea " ot the 
modern tar-out aren •t worth a damn as pl qa because they have no 
beg~ing and no em and in !act don 1t tell a story at all, The mo'fie 
and TV peopl e now r ealise and th•¥ turn to oldi'alh1cmed square, 
like me f or material - witne11 the huge BUCceas of t he Fors.rt.• Saga all 
over the TV world during the pa1t year. Ohl¥ a tev yeara ago 1111art 
profeaaora and at.udenta of English literature ware that Galsworthy'• 
novel.a were •• dead u hi• long-Wried corp••• 

Edith 1a at.ill able t.o get about the town tor shopping eto., Cllt 
aha oan 't Join me 1n golt or on rq beach valka 1n winter arv mor e. 

from both or ua , 



Dear Tom, 

P,0,BoX JI86 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 320I8 
February I5 I 9 7 I 

It appears as if my New Year Resolutions 
for outgoing mail have quietly sunk in my surrounding 
Sea of Procrastination. I intended to write you ere now 
but my efforts fell short of the mark. However - since 
your Christmas card, which was pleasan~ to receive, 
excqt for the distressing word at Edith has not been well, 
I have thought of you both very often. I trust there 
has been improvement ind hope to hear that this 1s so. 

I trust that the winter and snowfall on the 
South Shore has been lighter than that in the Northern 
part of the province. Mail from the Village and the 
HERALD CHRONICLE tell of the frightful storms and low 
temperatures. I can never recall that the mercury ever 
reached 12 below zero before in Halifax. It must have 
been desperately penetrating. Neighbors se?tt me some 
colored pictures of Freno. The top of the fence is barely 
visible. Reminds me clearly of /57 when Nola and I were 
there. 

The old poetry "I heard a bird sing in 
the dark of Dece~ber ••• We are nearer to Spring that we 
were in September ••• " carries its always hopeful note.The 
days are lengthening out noticeably here and no doubt 
similarly in Nova Scotia. Temperatures here have been 
somewhat up and down, but fortunately most on the upside. 

Am glad to say that I have been quite well, My 
sister Elizabeth has been with me(from New York) since the 
Christmas Season and has been pleasant company. We have 
the usual Civic Music and SJID.phony series and I have also 
enjoyed "An Intimate History of New Brunswick" (Trueman) 
"Loch Bra D'Or" (MacPhail), 11 The Boat Who Wouldn't Float" 
"Usque ad Mare" etc. Am now encountering heavier going 
on "The Arms of Krupp, I578-I968" by Manchester, An 
incredible story. It took Manchester seven years tor 
research. I hope it doesnt take me that long to read itJ 

Sorry to hear from Capt.John (Parker) North Sydney, 
that he was hospitalized with a heart attack. I believe he 
had planned to winter in the West Indies with his boat.Is at 
home now but taking matters easy. 

Today's report 1s that the QUEEN ELIZABETH 
is now on the end of a towline on her way to K1ngston,Jama1ca, 
-the way of all good ships,I guess.I intended to go to Ft.Lauderdale 
for the day she was to leave,but friends came by and we enjoyed 
them instead. 

K1nd thoughts to you 
have a note when convenient. 

Most 

and Ecr1J'r' , W 111 

Sincer:i-y, 
~d-

be glad to 
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