
Doctor Willie J. Bell1Yeau, 
Belllvoau •s Cove, E. S. 

My dear friend, 

liq 23, 1966 

It is a long t.1ae einca ve saw each other, and 
I hope that T""- are well ar.d onjo,ying life in retirement. 

Do roo. l'Wld it I bother rau. for a bit of intomation! 

For some time past I have been gatherir.g tacts aid lege:Ma 
about the uninhabited toreat which Uos between the Y.ersoy 
RiTI>r and t.ho back settlements of D:4;b7 Count,y, 
including the oi-1gin of the nan?.es at J.&kos and rivers. 

One t.,,iwUU7 of the brsor is called "Sltllwrno River~, 
because the first lw.bersen thought it !loved froa tho 
interior of Sbelwrne Count;,. ActuaJ.lr it flows trOOt the 
interior o! Dizby Count,y. <mo of the ""'11 small lakes 
on its course baa alvqa been known to the lU11bezmen as 
"Xootang Lake". I spell it phonetical~, of course. that 
1s the wq the men pror.ounce 1 t . 

I thought at first that it was an Indian name, or a white 
1nan •s corruption of' an ID:li&n nal!la; but a number ot Micmac 
people have told me that "Kootang• does not reaeable AJ\Y'thing 
in their language. 

I have a t heory that the name 1s French in origin. I belieY6 
there is a French word "couf£1n", moaning a basket or hamper 
made troa rush• leavee or strips or wood . 'l'he Micmaca made 
and used such baskets , eapec.t.al.q one kiD:I , narrow at the 
t.op and wider at tho bottom, whi ch the,y strapped on their 
backs like a knapsack when traveling. 

can 7aa tell ae an;ything about a French word "coutf'e" or 
"Coof'tin" which ·has such a meaning? It so, is it in use, or 
was it in uae by 'Cho Acadisn peoplo at somo tiJlle 1n tho paatl 

With deep regardo, 

Sincerely, 







May 31 , 1966 

Dear Doctor Belliveau: 

'!hank you so much tor yaur letter. 

I was sorry to learn that you had undergone nedical op-

erations in the past tifteen months , but I hope that 

you are nov recovered, with !l&n,y good and useful years 

bofore you. 

Nov that you havo confirmed the 

Moaning of "couf!in n I feel 3Ure that this v:i.s the nMe 

ot tho lake callod "Kootanz" by Fn.gl1sh-spcak1ng woodsmen. 

The lake is shapod like one ot the Indian baskets which 

were made to be slung on the back like a knaps.!lok, and 

.rears ago I heard an old Mie!'l.ac refer to the lake as 

11coota.n" • In more r:odern times the mapmakers were puEzled 

by "Koofanz" and finally decided to spoll it "Two Fan", 

which is not only but ridiculous. 

Coutfin Lake ( to spell it proper l,y) 

is close to the old portage trail , between the so-called 
Siasiboo 

Shelburne RiYer the headwaters ot the River . 

This trail was much used 1n olden timea by the Indians 

ar¥1 later by white hunters arxl voodBen, including 

French- speaking wood.SJ11en from the Fum!y side. 

I hope to call and see you SOiie 

dq this awaer. Meanwhile, -.,, best wishes amt regards. 

Sincerely", 

Dr. Willie J . Belli,reau 
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