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b.1917. Lower !‘accan. hi- Fathe» was a coal niina-, ~t1i1ll a coal aine-
til11 he vetire‘, ~ouni ahout 196’
=-h21 no pensior 2t that time--had +o walt +i11 he ;0% the ol age penaion,

--nach fellow had a strip--each niner have a loade:-, nail by the hox,

--"is father'e Father horn in Lower Macean, great-mrondfather-homm
in Tower Macecan. The hou=e 0f his great-rsreat-~randa™oar i
thare, it he wam 't horn there.
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--one of the early =ettlera there. his fathe» was tha- fir~t coa
niner of the 1ot. faymond Sharpe.

-=his fathe» born 188/,
--three explosions: 2right Light, Victoria, and the Tive-and-Ten.

--the Dog Mail pit,

--how the Bright Tipht rot it= name: ~inklﬂg the slons for the [line,
°0 =0aeone dYrought in a pgreat big arc light in the mine. This wa- calle’
the '?rlaht uifﬁ* !

2 a= you would name a =hin or ~ome hing like that.

--hls Tather wae sining before he was horn.

erg ound tanarer at

alexander Stewart, his srandfather, ueel 40 he un.
the aine. hie« qtvp gran father,
--taey u=el to have horsmes Ao'm in +lhen Jaye, to haul the hoxes,

--there used to be lot= of rate in the mine--on accow .t of the fee! for
the horses. rate used to gnaw around the horres hoofe.

62 occurrences assoclated with pas explo=ione: =ome nen
others just injure? by the =ame =t-eak of gas,

atterdany afterwarie--the poison pas.

--hi= father had to 7o 7 miles fron Lower Macean. fatl»
in the nmorning, get on ald horse stable the hoz=e in
the harn. all the coal mines ucua"Tv ctarted 1vouﬂ‘ 5

come hack home. aften he used to walk. when he ' ot Drosperous’
a bicyele. In 1978, finall;, he got a ca-,
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-"ather carrie? on the farm at the =ane tize. '"Yo 1i97'% 1o farming ae
a livelihool. Mariing was a pPasttiie....or a supplemer:.’
--Jjust had a couple of cows, a horse, pigs, hens, thir s like +hat.

Yay= when there wouldn'+t he any work in the coal nine-, except By governaent
orier,

covernaent order: coal “or rallroads, ete., sovi. woul? sut in one lay's
work into each mine and ivide it up .

hnan

o< for seven days--1920s,

--J5-acre Farm., you'd rai=e your owm fool pretty auch. '.ihout +he only thing
they bought'--100-1%s. brown sugar, blg bag of oatimeal. al ways had beef he
killed in the fall, and pork, Tur ﬂll Zinde of Hq*‘nv—-%wov~q+ up on

harley soup. Own anples, carrots, 'lother A1n'+ work o- the farm. Jhen aine
vas only working two, hree ays a week--when the wo-l ~me 104t plentiul,

your wovk was Jone., Slack tine uring the =ummer in the coal 1ines, pood
tine for wovk on the *farn,
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--rirht aTter school there were ©arm chores to Ao,
--hi= fanilv was protected against the hari tiies.

--you always had the one-Aay 'provernment orler',

--niners on relief uring the Wepreﬁﬁion——Waﬁ to 70 1p to the
Came Tanctuary up the Head of the Rver and cut tr-:e an? plant
bushes anl trees, otc, they gave vouchers a*+ the =+nre.

1f you In't show up for work, you Aiin't ~et the roucher.

-hi~ father workel at the Ttrathcona, Sright Light, Dog Wail--up in the
wools In the left-hanid side of “trathcona, Jubila: ‘ine.

got 5c an nhour ror working ot a caunill--this was " oree's finst
Jjoh.

nines five or «ix niles apart.

costs of bringing up the coal--you nizht as w2ll o 2long and hring un
another =lope.

had *to leave a pillar between the various minee.

Toboly like= mining, mut it's something vou just hive to 1o, anl wou
get u=e? to it.!

--starte to compare nining with a 'trade', then recons

'To guarantee whatsoever, you just wortrel from lay *o lay .

'"They never hpew if the commany would pav up, or i~ *he coal wonl-
~un out,'

--steps in R.Hebert--ten foot gap in a sean--just loo%ke as though it
were sheared off, very abrupt enil. you'd have to =irZz a new =lope

or =l=z hrush around it.
-="mish aroun? it: shaving it o077, cut up to inter-2ct with the acan.
every seam on a 430 angle.
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--pilla=s 40 X 110, Jubilee. pillars Zor mupport. ‘ur v ine--pulling
pillars. worked one place in the Mundy--12". vou 121 on your shoul'lezr,

1,

coal cutting machine just like 2 glant mhain sav. t' 27’2 inderout the
conl this way.

--m1chine conal cuttere came in around hefore the %=t d Jar.--his
n hl o
>

rl
“al was machine coal cutter and he always hal to woi'c nights

\

(this nust mean Jorld Jar 27)
shot-firing hal to he done at night when no men wa= In the nine.
--there woull be no work if no shot Ai‘n't o off.

--careful counting of shots. i7 one iIn't >0 off, one idn't -0 lovm.,
three children in the fanmily.

carbide lamp was "almost a nanufacturing plant in it-glf,”

.

~--loe=sn't

think the unions amounte? to anythine,
--company closel down a mine over 2¢c a bhox for coal.

emall De?centage of the miners had their owm farms. ~ix families out of
twenty In aroun? Lower lfaccan, --in his school laye,

naver renenbers coal nining at Maccan in his +i

--had a siding in to *the Vicotira Fine



o men 127t in the Timberly =+111 today., nins can. ot

never ececlaise? the o lies of these nen,

'T hear? ny people talk ahout 1t."--ahout L c~e Hodia- ~till in the nine-,
--his uncle killed Wy a fall of stone, in the Visto-iq.

--cane Into Amheret on a Saturday night--lovail +o <hap there.

--hargains to he picke? up at the "Two Darkere "

tea, sugar, flour--na jor things to be purchasad. mo-~t of the re=t of
*he T003 could be raped

<

--his nother wa~ “rop Tiver Tebvert. from a coal-minin: fanily,
--Tictoria Joal ‘line--remenhera 7reat big monstrou~ in,

never too much rowdyness aroun? Rlver ehert., his “a+.an neither snokel

Zate=. he used to have coal =tove=, havs copper wt water
calongeils of 1t. put heeps in the tank,

--ons nan (a sdory fondly ratold) kept his liguo» in - chanher

wife wonll nut in cooked donut= and they woul! look like little turs.

nounte? police nevar patrolle! River Hebert at all.
-=four churches in River Yebert .

-=Prel llennessay, the local horse trader,
~-Duncan YacZachran, »an the hotel, theat:e, ani bowling alley,

Pather Currie sail to +tak e that piece of land for 2 chureh in
River lebvert.

--17 father Jurry liel in that Church, he would have lled "Rt hetween
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two thioves,' just like Thrict, (“tory 4o014),
--"harpe is a 3aptiat hiveelf--went to 3aptist church in ‘lacean.

--h2d a church at Lower daccan--sane Bantist Aini=ter nade rounie
at l.lebert, Lower .[accan and liaccan.

Orovm Mrince of Sthiopia comes to Lowe- siaccan,
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Albert Jowles the hlackanit

he worked ahout a year in the coal aine. 'You'1l get loin there anl tha epals
are2 all wet ang damp anl clammy ...I've <een those minaz~ come out of +4e
coal nine, tiise an? tine again, and they'd walk two milas home. Mheir
clothes would be all wet and thelr ol1 overalle would be_all froze,...
They'?l just be like stove pipe@.'[Panté would he foomen,’
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--there i=n't a change hou=e or 1 wash house to this 1.7,
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N Tahay St e AT AL
Jebert--in 0 4- clothes,

--his father cone all +he way claan

--water JIripping in son pPlaces in the aine Just like a lealky roof. 'I+'s

e
really not a good 1ife at all,'

--stone would have to cone off the top when the sean got to be too low +o
set through,

155>

burnining Auff hanks in the River Hebert--Joggins area. a kin? of sulphu:x smell.

“trathcona: in the space of 2 niles there woulAd be four nides,

Father died 1973. mother lied few Yyeare hefore that--19713,

--niners lova? 4o ress up after wWork--‘fancy dreasers on~e thav sot thair

ninine clothes off, hang aroun? Rivar Hebert.

e s Bouk! Uar o Sk Ml © No.2 Busnye foen.

n; Harold Bowles »an the Tarage. Hebert's Wlgeoka



	MS-9-16_SF89_15_067
	MS-9-16_SF89_15_068
	MS-9-16_SF89_15_069

