
Snos Collins born 1774 1 son of Hallet Col lin s , one of the original 

prcaprie t ors of the Township of Liverpoel . 

He amassed a fortune in shipbuilding , privat eer ing a nd trading. 

I n 1608 he c ommanded a fi ne brig on avoyage to St. Domingo , when Capt. 

Joseph Burna~y was his chief mate. On his eutward voyage~ he unleaded fl eur 

and dried ccd at Antigua, releaded his brig wi th coffee a nd aug:ar and rum (all 

of whi ch were r unni ng low in t he black kingdom of Hayti owing t o internal 

political and industrial diHenthns ), go t in touch with King ChriBhff' of 

that Island •f Miarule and ma.de a deal. Those who are acquainted with the 

hhtory ef t hat beautiful but badly gov erned i sland will easily per c eive how 

highly remunerative thi s was. The monopely of the coffee trade, which was 

!ilmper or of Haiti. Appoin ted Pres ident for life of t he republic of Haiti i n 1806 , 

in 1811 he declared him.self king as Henry I and '-#'as crowned J\llle 2 , 1812. 

Dep osed in 1819 and deserted by bis troops, he shot himself Oct . 8, 1820 . 

See Black Y.a.jes t y by John W. Vandercook, 1928. 



® rauo 1)loogc of ~oim ~cofot 
c':\micni Jlirrt an.l'I J\rrrpteh #1awn& 

~!.ilifax, ?'iolla Ji,cnfot 

Dr. T,H, iladdall 
Liverpool, N.S. 

My dear Dr. Bad.dall: 

Dec. 4 . ....................... 19_50 __ _ 

I bad a letter recently from J .A. Winf\.eld, of Halifax, 
who as you know lives in Bermuda during the winter aontha. 
When here in September he a sked me to run down a story 
relating to the Hon . hos Colline and more recently I asked 
h i.rn to make a memorandum for me of as much a s he could 
remember of the story. It is rather interesting. I encl•se 
copy of his memorandum. I have done some preliminary research 
and find that Collins vae certainly a friend of King Christoff. 
I am purchasing the book 11 Black Majesty 11 referred to in a 
memorandum which I have atta ched to Mr. Winfield's memorandum. 
Have ,rou ever heard of this st or y and have you any suggestions 
as to Yhere I might pursue my researches? 

Kindest regards, 

RVH:~S 
3.ncl. 

Yours sincerely, 

Reginald V. Harris 



The stor y i n bri ef t hat earl¥ in t he 1800 1s pr obably 1820 
t here was ' a lot of t a lk a bou t an uprising i n San Domi ngo and the French 
decided they had better ge t out. They enga,;ed t wo sh i ps, one cap t a i ned 
by Collins, t he other by an American , on which t o tranaport t hemselves 
and their goods ilnd chattel s t o a more ser ene clime . 

The shi p was load&d and r eady to sa il; the n i tth t before sailing 
t hey had. a blowout a s hore i n tending t o embark i n t he mor n i ng . That 
n i ght t he upriaing t ook pl ace and t hey were a ll me.ua.cred. lfo one e scaped . 
The ahip put to sea . The American turned hie cargo over to the American 
Govt . f or t he benefit of any heirs who might appear. Collins having no 
ovner e f or hi& ca r go ~• a ppropria t ed 1 t t o hiB own use, this 
forming t he baae of hi& f ortune, Peraonally, I ca nnot vouch for a ny of 
this, but I have me t i n San Domi ngo a l ady whoso mo t her was i n Fr a nce 
a.t t h e be i or y e -~ e grandmlilther; a t any 

t of t ~ "- d w en gr/W'ft up SD and t he 
n ri~: :r 1a o ke if~ a gues t 
e r -~ 1s he o~ the Ho t el 

\ The C 1 s amily - ba.v ome papers . Sop ina.y be i n t he 
.Pr ov~ A ves oa Wa h ngt on may have o e thing • t o r ed away. 

I am a fra id t his i • a ll I can t e ll you , but would li ke to 
know what informati on the Arwhivea ho.ve on t he his t ory of ol d m&n Collins . (hos). 
He started t he Halifax. :Banking Co. Tb.is is abou t t he U mi t of my , ....... ~. y;rw. 



Mr. R,V .,Harrh,K.C •• 
Box 522, 
Jlalifax,I ,S. 

Dear Mr. 

n.c .. bor 5th, 1950 

flw.nk:1 for your l•tt•r and the Yer7 encloaurea. 
I'm afraid I cannot add any-thin« to the infonaatlon you ha.Te already' 
regardin« Zoos Collin• and his deal with Cbrhtophe. Old tradition ln 
Liverpool, related to ae by the lnte Robert Long, declared tMt Colline 
(far ta.kine coffee, near and l"WI !.Q. Haiti) up a frhndahip 
wi\h Cbriatophe (probe.'bl.7 by supplying hi• with arms) and for :,ears • 
enjoyed A aonopol.y of the coff" trade .m of Hal ti. This fl ta 
the known facts of that !be origina l black riling was in '9?., when 
110ny of the white plaaters were alauc:hterad or driven out. Then the 
British, seeing an opportunlt7 to ••11• the rlcheat J'rench colony- in the 
West IndlH, sent a fleet and a.r.,. to Haiti. The 7ellow fever alew them 
in thousands &nd e,rentually they «at out. Then Rapoleon eent a etrong 
force to rHtore l'rench authority. under Oener:al LeClerc. but th••• 
suffered t~e •e.ae fate, wi\h the addition ot aner&l disa11ter1 
in f i&htla« the blacka. 

Up \o \his the black leader bad been Touesa1nt. n 
wise and able Wegro who knew the Yalue of reconciling the remaining white 

it Haiti was to pposper under black rule. Then the brutal Nagro, 
took charge, and as aoon a• the French · troop• left the bland 

be carried out a general aauacre ot \ha whites. This 11U.st ba•• been the 
ot the incident Wlntield when the last of the whltH were 

trying to get awq. in 1803. llaft7 ot the french in Haiti had 
rich, and a of their would ha.Ye been a 

Yaluable prhe \o Colline or any of the other ehadowy f'iguree 
as •Aaerlcan•) who were en.gaged in trading with the blacks. 

After th• wbt tH were the war in Hai ti 
became a blooc!,' struggle between the pure black• under Chrhtophe. who 
were strong in the north, and the mulattoH, who held the eouth. 
To get araa and munition• Christophe had to do busineu wlth certain 
1111'Sterious whites, one of wa s undoubtedl7 Collins, pa7in~ th- with 
cargon of Haitian produce -- nm, sugar and coffee. It was a rhlcy' busineu 
becauH, apart the Ylgilant warabips of the Brt thh equ&dron, who 
patrolled the Windward Pauap a• a aafeguard to JBJ1alca, there no 
law or order in· Haiti but undoubtedly it paid fat dhidenda, 

In afts r 7e:;.rs, when Collin• bad beco•• rich and 
reepectable. be kept a Yer7 close about theae and eo not 

ls kn.own. I found an· intereating entry in the diary of .Archibald 
WacMechan. dated J.uguat 2. 1928. and atating that he "went to the 
ketern 'fruat. where D. MacGi11iYra7 allowed •• to eX&11ine the two 
letter-book• he bad taken the sate of Bnoe Collin•• opened b7 a 
man with an acet7lene torch." Probabl7 th••• letters bad to do with 



, 
bus in•H of later 7eara, ind••4 llackechan noted a letter dated in the 
1830'• Collins to his a bout Christaes presents he bad sent 
her; but there 1a a strong posslb1llt7 that there may he.Te been 
to the Sal tian tra.da 1 which hATe continued until Chrhtoph• •• fall 
in 1819 . - I haTe ofhn wondered what llacG1.ll1vr~ did with th_e letter-books. 
The 1181" ha.Te th•. or the Laurie faaily'; or they were · 
destroyed. At &ff1' r a te they cons tituhd the only' clue that Colline left 
behind r9«arding bis activitiea in the first half of his long life. 

lfl \h nary good wllb1 

Slncerel7, 



c~udnd Jlfrrr .intl J\rrrplrt'I ~fason• 
~!alifax, ~oba J;rotia 

Dr. Thomae H. Ba.ddall 

Liverpool, N. S. · 

Dear Dr. Radd.all: 

-~D•=c~-~ 8 _________ 19 .. ~Q .... 

.Many thanks for yours of the 5th inst. respecting 

]:nos Collins and his relations with Bai ti, and Henri 

Christophe. I shall follow up the clues that you have 

given me and will write you again. I think Collins and 

hh •~ploi ts would be a thrilling theme for a novel 

from your pen. I hope that you vill write such a book. 

With very kind regards and again my thanks, 

Yours sincerely, 

£ ',M,/~ 
(/~.•·Harris 

RYl!::l:S 
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