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October 11 , 1961 

George telson sent oe the copy of "Ordeal >.Jy Fire 11 

which you so kindly cut~phed £or t'"!O , and 1"rcr.l the cx:Dent 
of its arrival I've been aboorbed in it. 

To s.::i, that r •ve onjoyod 1t \«r..1ld be a r::assivo underst:Ateo::mt . 
I 've revelled in it. i''.acy thin.1s were f~ (after all, 
this ,,as u,y coooratioo) but nany mare wro not. I:ven 1n fru::-
iliar "°" an:! thincs I fouod that cy noUa,:, wero still col,. 
ored O'J conteq,orary prejudi.ce 0118l"ho:>rd wboc I """ a boy and 
a young cnn. Your r""8'.lrcb and your point of view r.:ake !!8!lJ'i 
Jouro.ooo. a three-dimons1cnll bur:nn figure , for oxar:;,le , 
instead of tba f'1'l t 9rdboard carieatnre 1n cy mind . So too 
Yith ;:;o;:: Hughes an:I othero. ( Incidentclly you moot.ion the 
excellent pm nlo ro1. s •a.ruso" . :.a doubt yoo. k:n?w th.:lt after 
the revel.'.ltimo about DZ'r:T/f boot OODtracts he was known far 
a time o.~ Sir Sham Shoes . ) 

::our coveraeo of the two world r,,;ars is run of. punch a-.d 
inaicht, and so is your bnndlin.-; of tbc loo;; career of W1ll1e 
Kin;; . I oau and llaord binl opealdn;: on the politieol platfom 
a fou tiries , mid I coul.J t!Ji.nk or no compar1Gon '"""'?t a 
o= little beck- block preacaer who bas suddenl,y been civen 
c chonco to addroos tl-.o wole c~ing. 

After his death 
:ruce lutch&nsoo.' e 1•ov-J.ations cade h1m aero a psychopathic 
caoo . 7 cur trootaent is whale ond fair . 

•~ell, l cool.cl go on llko this for hours, end you will have 
n lot or tr.all to road. I e~1der "Ordeal by firo• the best 
of the Doubleday series so far, for a 'ffllr.lber of rco.$00$. not 
least tho selection end aZTQngment of the JOQterial , and tho 
crisp l.a:nguolJe in which 1t 1s told, It ' • a perfect d811ial--
str.iticn or what Trevelyan cieant when be criticized modern 
historirol writing 1n .il1eh events •stand like pa,ds 1nsteQd 
of runnin;; like st1"€lllC3 . 'i'bo art ot lrl.otory rer.nins alxoys 
the art of narrative . 111 

Sincorezy. 





llear Tom: 

RA L PH A LLE N 

229 G LENR OSE AVEN U E 

TORO N TO 7 , O N TA RI O 

Oct . 12 (; 9tl) 

Many thanks tor your warm and generous note about my book. 
I remember when I undertook it- -I hadm. done novels before but 
never a serious attempt at history- that I asked you tor sone 
advice on how to go about B1111. 1 t and you were good enough to 
rep1y with great care and courtesy. As a result ot your 
suggestUms I buil t up a basic library o:f' my own covering the 
apec1:f'1c things I ' d have to come back to again and again, organized 
the research and writing into blocks of' ti.Im and genere.lly attempted to 
preserve my sanitna against a seifies of' hazards I'd had JIIl'lll 
no real experience With. It was ot 1.mm.enaaa help and so were 
your words of' 
genere.l encouecegement . 

As you discovered long before I did, this sort ot pro ject 
ts really a tough one . I have thought mt ot it Im.1.ch as about the 
war: a good place to have been and a good place to be back from. 

Tho damoad thing nearly killed mo , but I did survive it . I know 
this is the spirit you•ve brought t o your books and that&s why they 
have so tm1ch 11.te of their own. 

As ever, 
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