




Locke port , N. S . Ua r ch 2 6t h . , 1945 . 

Dear Tom: 

Just a word to ae.y that we are counting on you to 
apeak at the Home and S c ho o l liasociation meeting at Locke-
port , Thursday evening, Apri l the 19th • • I shall cal l for 
you Thursday afterno o n and bring you down . I might s a y, 
that the people or Lockeport are very anxious to see you 
and hear you . 

I l i stened to you and Mr . Gi l lis over the Radio 
Tuesday evening with much enjoyment .. I wou ld j udge your 
visit to Halifax must ha ve been ve r y inte r est ing . 



Shelburne, N. S. January 29t h. , 194'7. 

Mr. Thomas H. Rad dal l, 
President Queens County rl 1ato r i cal So ciet y , 
Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear Tom: 

A grou p here in Shelburne met l a st evening 
for the pu r po se of organizing an Historical Society 
for Shelburne. There s h ould be plenty of material 
for a Society t o work on in th is town and we are 
hopeful that something may be accomplished. 

Before pr oceeding wi th the a ctual organization 
a committee was formed to bring in a re po rt with regard 
to nomination of officers, constitution, and general 
a ims of the Society. Wh en we ata rted to think where we 
might find some help, yo u were the first person t o come 
to our minds. c·ould you take a fe w minutes of your 
valuable time to g ive ua some advice! Would it be possible 
for us to have a copy of your constitution! Some of the 
other questions which come to mind wou ld be as f ollows : 

How ofte n do you meet! 

What p rocedure do you follow a t 
your mee ting s ! 

Have you set up any gene ra l aims! 

What pit-falls should we try to 
a1toid! 

A su ggestion wa s made that various members 
might pursue researches according to their own i nterests 
along various lines, such as, land ho lding an d tenure, 
houses, furniture, shipping, genealogies, industries. 
What would you think of that idea! 

We a re hopefu l that, when we get o r ganized , 
you may be able to visit us some evening . 

Sin ce rel y your s , 

C\VC : R . ,~, __.,/ 



February 5th, 1947 

Dear Clem, 

I 1m very glad to know that Shelburne is to have A HistoriCRl 
Society , because the to..,.-n and district have a very rich past , and much of 
the story has been lost for lack of some interested group to gather and 
preserve it . 

Our society here was formed 1n the su..romer of 1929, with : -

President 
5 vice-oresidents 
l secretary- treasurer 
5 lrustees 
l librarian 
3 membership committee 
6 1,ibrary committee 

Most of the vic e-presidents and also the 11.ember•hio of the Library Committeo 
consishd of oeople in various parts of the town •ndf:ounty who had some 
interest in matters histor i cal. whose names were important in their communities, 
The board of trustees were appointed in case we acquired property -- a& in 
fact . after some years . we did . 

From the above officers we cho'>e a committee of three . to bring in motions 
with regard to constitut i on and bye- laws. The result was simple :-

(a) 1' That the ourpo~es of this Society be to gather, pres , rve and d issemina te 
data rela.ting to the history of the County; to engage in res eerch for folk-
lore and tradi t1on1 and in the collection of ballade and sea- songs of long 
a go ; to urenare a museum in which antique objects shall be pre,erved ; to 
eetablish a historica l library in which books , maps , old records and pictures 
shall be kept , and in due time to open a reading room for the public . '1 

(b) " That any pers ons ladies or gentlemen, resident or non- resident , may 
become members on application , with the approval of the Membershi9 Ch mittee ; 
that the fee for Membership be One Dollar n.nnually . Sustaining Membership 
Five Dollars annually , and Life Membership Ten Dollars . 

(c) 11 The.t there be a meeting on t .1e first Thursday of eAch month from 
November to May , both months inclusive . 11 

(d) 11 That the constitution and bye- laws nm.y be amended at any regular meeting 
by a t wo- thirds vote of the membe "8 present - - a preliminary notice of one 
month of the proposed change being given to all members through the !J·tblic µre88 . 11 

(e) 11 That seven members shall c onstitute e quorum at ordinary meetings , and 
ten members shall constitute a l!illZ. _. quorum at annual meetings . 11 



- -2--

'Tie usually hold our "annual meeting', actually on the evening of the 
first or second monthly meeting efter the New Year , ,in order to elect 
officers for the calendar year. When the late W .F .Kempton was president 
the meetings were conducted in greet state and with all punctil i o ; but 
whenever I found myself presiding I made the affair as informal as I possibly 
could, trying to create the atmosohere of a friendly group who had come 
together on matters of mutUAl interest . and with little time to waste on frills. 
Thus I 09en a meetina: simply by tapping on the tRble , at which I sit with 
the secretary- treasurer , nnd announcing, n Ladies and gentlemen, this is a 
meeting of the Queens County Historic8l Society . We shall first beer the 
min :tes ,r the previous meet in~ 11 - - and so on. The secretary- treasurer , 
having looked after the notice of the meeting ( an advertisement in the 
Advance on the week before, and another in the week concurrent with the 
meet i ng) provides me with an agenda. A typ i cal one:-

1 . Minutes of the previous meeting, and motion of Aporooal . 
2 . Report of the treasurer, including current bills . ,.-hich are ap:1roved 

by vote . 
3. Reports of committees . ( You "111 notice thRt in 0ur original set- up 

no provision was ma.de for a Programme Committee , it being thought 
that the president could arranga to have papers read . lm.t we found 
a Progrl'1!Dme Com'lli ttee necessary -- it consists of three members. 
Their report follows those of the Secretary- Treasurer , the trustees 
or Property Committee , the Library Committee and any other co-o,ui ttees 
which may have been set up for particular purposes -- such as our 
Old Cemetery committee , which looks after the fence e.nd gener.., l care 
of the original town burial ground. Thus the Programme Com'"!littee 
report really introduces the speaker of the evening, after all 
business has been cleared away . 

4 . The address or paper of the evening . 
5 , Motion of thankB to the speaker . 
6 . The question, 11 Is there any further business or me.tt er for discuasion 

before we adjourn ? 1' 

7 . Motion to adjourn . 

The chief pi tfe.11 to aYoid 1s letti~g the meeting drag on to a greet 
length, so thR t people become bored . I try to dispose of the business as 
quickly as possible , so that we can sit back and enjoy the speaker . And the 
address or paper should not be too long -- if the paper is very lon~ it 
should be spread over two evenings . W'e meet at a: p .m,, and the ideRl length 
permits us to adjourn not later than 9 , 30. 

The eternal difficulty h to ge t inter~sting speAkers and papers , but by 
diligence and perauas ion it is surprising what a number of people you can get 
- - men or women who have interested themselves in some phase of local history , 
or in antiquarian research for their own amuseme nt . 
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Here are some subjects that occur to me :-

L. The Indians . There "ere Indians in considerable numbers in the vicinity 
of Shelburne in very early times , The sites of their BU!'lmer camos may be 
found in shell- heaps along the coast, of their winter camps in places up 
the Roseway River, Relics such as arrowb.eads , pottery fragments nnd stone 
tools must have been found at various times. 

2. The site of the McNutt settlement at False Passage . Tery little is known 
about it historically but there must be considerable troditlon remnining , 
e.nd the sites of buildings . etc . · 

3. De,ta on 1'The 13f!.rracks11 . • How big were the buildings 7 WhRt shape 1 
Ap nN'ent type of construc-tion 7 How was this military area laid out 1 
( I was shown foundntions of the c ommandant 1s house , and his well , for 
instance, and the trace of what had been a good rottd running down to the 
shore opposite Shelburne town . ) 

4. Hns anybody conducted research in the old Colle.rs which still exist in 
the bush behind the town ? tUlny relics of the hey- day of the Loyolists !UUSt 
have been found , or nre lying there waiting to be found . 

5.(And this is the big one . ) Farn.ily traditions and relics passed down from 
the loyalist days. I suegest thnt the story of Shelburne as told in the 
Collections of the Novn ~cotia, and New Brunswick. HistoricAl Societtes , be 
read to members . and discuased with a view to errors or ooiesionfl or better 
interpretations . 

6 . The old Annapolis rofld , cut through the woods from Shelburne in 1784 and 
used by military part i es and probably others . (Mersey Paper Company timber 
cruisers found traces of a small settlement on this road .• in the vicinity 
of 'tiai nri~ht Lake . ) There must be a good deA.l of tradition surviving about 
this road . One. related to me by the late Tom 1'hite, ea.id that when the 
lest small t!'arrison w~c; withdrawn from Shelburne in the 1790 1s , the troops 
?fere transferred to Annapolis and marched there by the foreiit road. 

7 . 'i'he story of 'Birchtown . What became of all the negroes1 --most of them 
refused to go to Sierra Leone , but where did they go ? 

3 . The story of the ·elsh settlement on the Roseway River . 

9. Since your organisation will be pr esumably County, the stories of Lock.,port , 
Sable River , Jordan , Port Clyde, Barrington , etc . The origin of place names 
is a.lwaye interesting -- The Hawk, Port Saxon, Bloody Creek on Clyde River , 
Church Over , Ohio , etc . 

Well , these ar e suggestions; many others will occur to 1ou e.nd your members . 
l 1ll be glad and interested to visit your group some ti'lle when the road 1s fit . 
All good wishes , 

















February 14, 19?0 

Dear Clr.: 

It was good to hear trO!I 700 and to know that 
you and Esther are well and happy. .Like you , F.tiith and 
I had a session vith 1!lu in the latter hali" of January, 
othervis• we are enjoying lite as usual. 

So tar thia winter we have had very litU• snow, and I 
have been able to play &olt at White Point a nWllber ot times 
1n Decenber , January , and the first six daya ot F•bruary, aa 
the snow came and want. The February games were played in 
sunshine and calm. air, so that we d1dn 1 t have to bundle up 
too much, and it was quaint to be playing along !lo. ? tairwa, , 
on bare graaa, when just a few yards to the right a bunch 
or young; tellowa, 1n l ull hockey kit, were playing on th• 
ice of the lake. Evea nov we have barely" halt an inch ot 
snow, but the temperature has got down to 10 above zero , 
with a northwest wind , so I 'm content to stay indoors. 

Nov about your invitation. Edith and I will be happy to 
spend the weekend June 5-7 with you and Esther, coming down 
to Yarmouth on Frida,r afternoon , and leaving ~nda,y att•r• 
noo11. And I can delinr r:r, paper on Tarleton•• Legion to 
the Historical Society on Friday evening, •• you sue;geat. 
, ntil 1784 the present counties ot Shel.b.lrne and X:armouth 
were part of Queens County, so the subject 1a releTant , 
and 1t1s quite possible that scr:ie ot Tarleton •• people ma, 
have ctoftd into what 1s now Yumouth County after the avift 
decline ot the large aetUan.ants: at Sbelburno and Port 
Mouton. 

I 1111 nov at an age when the Nation&l. Library at Ottawa, the 
Prorincial A.robins at Ralitax, and sOMe un1Terait1ea are 
asking me to donat• or bequeath all my papers , rnafalacr1pta, 
diaries, etc. I hann •t r:iade up my l!lind , and in the meantime 
I ' ri wading through ey letter files of 42 years (,v f'irst 
short story vas published 1n 1928) and olovq ccapiling some 
sort ot autobiography !l'Onl the letters and diaries, to go 
along vith the paper• as a 8l.Ullmary. All uf which is a chor• 
that ra.uat be done before I can contlCl'lplat.e anything else. 
No !'!Ore noY•ls or short 1toriea1 but theN are s0111e l!l&ttera 
or history that I'd like to r•search. 

All good 



·•ay 27, 1970 

Jear Clem and i &ther: 

I am afr aid our plans for a weekend 
at l.ake Annis must be cancelled . owing to a sudden com-
plication in edith ' s health. Several months ago she began 
to complain ot pain• in her ams and legs. and our doctor 
has been treating her tor arthritil . '.l'vo weeks ago she 
began to suffer blurred vision. and this developed rapidi!y 
into an al.Moat complete hlindness 1n one eye. 

l took her to a specialist at iialifax. and he drew no aside 
and said :3. had an inflamed artery in one eye, which could 
be a circulatory ailr.:ient , but ni ~ht be a sympta, of brain 
t \Ullou r . Further inspection by a "euro-speci alist gave a 
hope that it mi ght be just a circulatory thing due to old 
age. 1Je rec~ ended SO'f!e sort ot pi lls 1 and told ,.. e to 
brin~ her back to Halifax tor further teats on l1ay 29th. 
Our own physician here told E. to take alon ~ night clothes 
etc . in case the specialists decided to put her 1n t he V. G. 
hospital for a tiJlle . 

Her vision has cleared up SOl'!"ewhat. and we are in hopes that 
it is something that c&n be treated. But 11he has great diff-
iculty in sleeping. despite a prescription tor Seconal. 

All this makes our contampl.ated visit to Lake Annis quite 
impossible. as you will readlly understand. 

I shall drive to :tumouth on the afternoon of Friday, June 
fifth, and put up at the Grand Hotel , returning to Liverpool 
the first thing in the morning. 

With our regards and regrets , 

Sincerely, 
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