
191 Chatham Ave. 
Toron to, Ont. 

Oct . 8 , 1932 

Dea r Mr Raddall, 
I am glad to hea r from a son of my 

old Ba tta l i on Commande r, Col . Raddall, and to pa ss on 
some informa t ion about the ,battle of Arnien s . 

We ha d been nea r Arr a s and on Sat . eve ning we to ok 
t he t r a in , slow moving , a nd i t wa s Sunday when we rea ctiea 
Eta _ples on ·the sea and turned south t ha t we knew we were 
to be engage d in tha t direction a n d not no rth . In the 
afternoon we detraine d at a small pla ce a t1 d st .. r ted to 
march eas t. It i,as M:onday morn ing ea r ly WI ,en we ca me to 
the vi . a ge where our billets we r e and s-¥erybody wa s dea c 
tired after the long march , Afte r r esting a day or so 
we moved f or ward alwa y s at night and on the ~th Aug . 
we re in positi on S. E . from Amiens . The atta ck wa s a/¢,~ 
c 0 m_plete surpr i ~e . We started from near Demuin a nd there 
1,ere t hree waves of atta ck each hav ing i ts own obj ective 
to rea ch , the wave behind coming up and carrying on iho 
the next o~tec tive. The 8th Ba.t t n was in the last wave 
and carr ied the attack to t .e final obj e c tive of the day 
at Caix, which we entere d sometime aft er n oon . Our unit 
had very lit t e fi ghting to do the first day . 

~A 1 i ttle ri ver with a swampy fla t , t he Luce , runs 
eat~from Caix . Ea st of Derouin we struck this stream on 
the nor t h side and followed it, crossing to the south side 
I am not sure whethe r any of our men were on t he N, side 
as we rea ched Caix but the Company I was with wa s S. Soon 
afte r rea ching Caix the enemy began to shell the place and 
kept it up all night . In the afternoon J saw Col Raddal 
in the village on horseback. He was discu ss ing the deien~ 
of the village in case of an attack . We s pent the night 
there a nd in the morning s idesli_p_ped to the s. g oing down 
a valley from Caix . two mile s or so to a plac we called 
Hospital Wood because the Germans had a tent hospital 
there. This wo od lie s between t he valley and a road that 
r uns f'rom Caix, and at the south en d where t he wood ends 
and the road meets the valley Batt alion H. Q was establishei 
and the re Col . Raddall di r e cted fuhe a t t ack. The Battalion 
was in the wood. 

About noon the Ge r mans put down a heavy barrage 
on the wo od with great accuracy a n d many casualties were 
sus tained . Also from the v i cinity of Le s Quesnel they we r e 
a ble to s_prdy the valley wi th m. guns . out in fromt of the 
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wood perhaps a quar ter of a mile on ground qui t e open the 
Germans had manned an old line of trenches overni ght and 
had numbers of machi rne guns wi t h wh ich t hey largely fought 
the battle. The open s pace had to be crossed before t hey 
coul d be dis l odged and it was here that our casualties 
t ook place in a short time . 

It was I believe to s ee about some hitch that had 
taken place , or to direct personally something i mportant 
- I cci.nnot be j u st sure what it was - t hat Col Raddal l 
v,ent out . He knew the danger and. gave directions before 
he went as t 0 what should be done in case he d;d not carry 
on. I cannot say how long he was out before he was h i t 
nor do r know who saw him fall . rt would be all in a 
se cond or so . Very seldom was there much to say about t he 
way a man f'ell . He fe l l in the moment of victory and the 
attack swe pt on for miles and that night we were in t he 
village of warville r s some four miles east. 

About five oclock having attende d t o a l l t h e woundd 
we move d east wi t h t he dressing station. rt was a clear 
evening , the day had been typical of August , and the larks 
were singing above t he field as we crossed- there seemee 
to be so many of them too . An ut t er pea ce , a dded to it 
seemed by the singing in the sky , had f a llen on t h e fiel f 
of sacri fice and brave deeds . 

rt was next day tha t r began plan the burials. 
But it was d.ifficul t getting a party for the work and I 
had dete:r-mined that our men would lie in a pro per eemete ry 
with a name t o their graves . After a week this was finally 
ac c ompl i shed . Col. Ra ddall lies with the other off i cers 
in, r t hink , the first row, and the cemtry is c lose to where 
he fell . It is a war time cemete;yy and the rows are now 
just _paral l el nor of the same length , but that is no demer1 

Two y ea rs ago myse l f and f amily were there, We 
went t o Amiens and h ired a taxi, f ollowi ng t he Lu ce u :p to 
Caix, and f r om there we went to Hospita l wood (much of wn i~ 
had be en cut down, though there a re young trees I t h ink::Qi 
Behind Battn . H. Q. dur i ng t he battle , on the ea st side o:f 
the vall ey was a German Bemetery an d some of our me.n were 
buried there too, though we did not visit it t h is time , 
The country over wh i ch the battle wa s f ought is now back to 
farm lands and was growing crops- it was all bare in 19 18 . 

To get to Manitoba we had to come back to near 
Caix a n d get t he second class road that l eads t o Beufort 
on which roa d, mi dway between t he _places stands Manitoba 
Cemetery . It is well kept , with a dwarrf stone wall around 
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There i s a large cross , the headstones are in order wi th 
the names a nd a maple leaf. 1a ple tre es have been planted, 

and. the old time Eno-1 ish ga r cien plan~ t hyme , l avender , _pansie s 
r ambling , and other kinds of roses are there . The grass i s 
trimme d and we thought Ma nitoba one of the ni cest kep t cemetr " '"B 
We stood at Co . Raddalls g~ave wh i ch is in t he S . E ~a rt of 
the plot next to t he wall . The cemetty is rather out of t h e 
way and wil l not be visi t ed much, but it is t yp ical of t he way 
t he men made t heir sacrifice- not i n t ne glare of _publi city 
a n d they sleep in qu ie t place s . There is a fine view of the 
country around , wo ods , farm lands betvve en , and v illages beyond. 
Pi card.y is a riche r look ing part than s ome _parts we knew. 

Ama p of Manitoba and other cemetries near was published 
It con tains· a plan of the ceme t,rvzx. and the names of the dead. 
You may be able to ge t it by sericung~~/j a nd a f ew ext ra cents 
for postage giving t hem location of cemeten. I think 

Imperial war Graves Commission, London , Eng . I do not 
have the a ddress r urther. Or write to Mr Bowler, Secy , 
Canadian Leg ion , Ottawa, a s k ing if t hey have t he book or i~ 
they cou d direct you whe re to get it. 

In the book the credit fo r Mani t oba Ceme te7y is g iven 
to the Buri~l Off icer of the First Can . Div . I took this up 
with them a nd they found I was corre ct, and said in future all 
is sues would say t he Cemete ry wa s made and named by the 
Chaplian of the 8th Gan d. i a n Bat t a lion . Let me lmow if this 
is so. 

Enc losed a.re negatives of some snaps. When ,,ou a re 
through wit t h em you can send them back . • O-ne s1¥Jw.; al'I'" r ~ 
with wo od and telephone pole . This i s Hos pi ta l~~'crlarid'0 tne -
Battn H. Q. wa s close to the near corne r on the t~ Col . 
Raddall crossed this roa d when he went out and f ell about a 
qua rter of a mile in front. 

Another shows Man . Cem. look ing to t he S.E . .. the corner 
in whi ch y our fat ner is buried . One shows myself standing 
in f r ont of the cross at the entrance to the Cemeten view 
again looking S. E. Mrs Wh illans , our boy and gi rl a re shown 
in the p icture s . 

I trust I have given your mother and yourself something 
new a bout the battle and wha t happened a s well as s omething 
personal abut your fa t hers story o:fui Aug 9th. 

Yours sincerel~ -N ~ ----

J . , . 
La st yepr we came back f rom Live r pol l , ~n& where we we re fo r 6 
years . 
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2.3.5 west 
Vancouver 

12th Ave 
B C 

Mr T H Raddall Jr 
Liver_pool NS 

Dear Mr Raddall; 

Dunc!:l.n 
in hosp 
to t a ke 

Last time we excih~nged letters 
Van. Island. However I became ill and was 
and now am taking it easy with a number 

up my time. 

i was at 
a long time 
01· hobbies 

The f l ag we wrote 01· was hung a year ti.go in First 
~- Pr~sbyterian Ch Winnipeg. Five Colonels and Ex Cols or the 

hvt~ / regirnent ; ",- The f'lag is in a _p rominent _place in the church 1:: nd 
~ · / well mounted. It is there ror generations to see and mark the 

. sacrifice o:f the men for whom it f'ormed a pall. }f_ay it speak "tO 
them the message or tnose who are long silent now. 

I am enclosi.ng an article on Henry Kelsey. My so l e 
reason ror sending it to you is to bring this rorgotten man to 
your native. With your historical sense you might do jus tice to 
Ke.1se.:r in some story 01· which he could be the centre. You may 
not know lhhe country u p tnere where he discovered the prairies 
but a summer moving around. there would give you the a trnos:phere 
And I know that you could do justice to the tneme and the man. 
Some day some one is going to make this thrilling drama live. 
I know 01· no man or exploration so complete'ly forgotten in our 
nistory. The prairies is the country or your ratners regiment 
He fell a~mmmm leading _prairie men and he lies in Manitoba 
cemetery in France. 

The Kelsey pape r s are published bymmma the PUbli c 
.Archives 01· Canada and ther e is a iot of history in the 
introd-uc -r;l on b.Y Doughty and by Cnester Martin. v ou too can link 
yourseJ~ to the prairies and gjve us a wonder~ul story or a 
stirrjng age there and on t he Bay. Send the ttrticle back when 
you nave read jt No hurry though I have . submitted it to 
Chambers s but i t may be long for tnem, 

.;'\ 
I a malw~ys intere s ed 1n your writingf s and you have 

done much to make Nova Scotia li ve 1·or r>a:ny peo ple, I hMve an 
interest o::r my own down there ±'or my boy is Prot· o:t· Pharmacology 
at Dalhousie He has been at Man Cemetery. . Yo, may meet him 
some time. ·~ · 

Kind regards Hapy Nww Year , t_J.k.1:,l 
Sincerely yam;, ~ _:JJ _,., 

I\ \j~ ' \p " J W,, · illttns 
/ 

ct,,v - .~ V'-0) W'k, 



Dear Mr Raddall; 

235 West 12th Ave 
Vancouver B C 

Here is a plc:1que I have made with you in 
mind. The two paeces o:r tlir1t came f·rom Man i t oba Cemetery 
where Col Raddall :fell wnd where he lies wit:~ the men he le cl , 
Wegot them during a f cl. mily visit in 19 30, also the pieee 
of ! hite stone :from the Vimy monument which was being built 
then . 

It has been a question as to now they could be used. 
and finally somethlh~g had to be El.one or tney would be dis ei;:lr .,e d. 
This is what turned out. ~ ere is no design, the pieces 
being put together in a SYJl\etrical v1 a.y so that they would 
not clash. They look somet ning like a lighthouse or a marker 
of some kind. 

The underlying deposit there and up to the Channell 
and into Kent is chalk which has flint interspersed. The 
plaque is contained in the lido.ta cold cream jar i'rom 
Welwyn Garden City. Eng. The stones are set in pl&ster of 
pa ris wnich is wired. The rill in marble is 1·rom France and 
I got it he re• 

I have been slowly building up a lapida.ry outi'i t and 
have diamond saw by which I can slice a pebble, grinding 
wheels and lap. It is an interesting hobby. Most or the 
plaques I make are larger and I aan use highly colored stones 
for f lower and other designs. 

MY y oung peo~le are both in Ottawa now and I am sending 
;t to them as they are ~lways interested in seeing the lat est 
idea in my hobby. And they will be interested to see what I 
finally did with the little stones which I think they 
gathered during our vis ; t to the old front. The pla4ue will 
be send on to you from Ottawa. 

I:r you will acce~t the pltique and like it ·that is the 
only acknowledgement I want. rt h~ s been a ~leasare to make 
it. I was the first to read your Halifax out of 
the library here and ret<d parts o:t it ~ ever:!: ~ 

Sincerely yours' ·\]\ _\ 

/ 
J W Whillans 

To hang , drive a medium sized 11mall headed f'inisuing nail 
in at an acute angle . Leave it out not more than half an inch 



THE CHAPLAINS FLAG 

Winnipeg . Ri±•les 1917 -1 ti 

Around you ort by bltisted home and tree , 
Embattled men ke.J:Jt 1·attn in hymn c1.nd f)rayer, 

And :from Cnrist s cross upon your 1·olds sp :rtt ir 

They drank His cup and rose to meet, as He, 

' A morn that loosed hells hate and agony; 

Then, as the lark sang requiems in the air, 

A holy pall o er those Me called to shttre 

The death He died to make us whole and 1·ree. 

Now, in this quiet 1·ane you 1·ind a :place; 

The light 01· e_pie day s, 1;he blood that strong 

Men shedf their kiss in Honors 1~st embrace 

Still on your 1aded 1·1y; while round you throng 

Triumi:ihant hosts who matched their hour and trod 

Death s shadowed way, to g.Lory 1:1nd to God. 

DISCOVERY OF THE PRAIRIES 

He Ctlme a stripling shy first or our race 
From Hudson Bc1.y by swamp andevergreen, 

And stood amaze d to see a new demesne 
or po)lar grove, rirm sod and open space; 
Where · red men roamed to join the chase, 

J w w 

Where deep rich loam and summer skies serene 
Tnro Jgh ages gone ha d wrought a matchless Ecene-

The rolling prairies in their virgin ~race, 

In modest words that spoke the attless soul 
He wrote or wanderings there, or hope and rear; 

Long lost ~n d scorned by jealous men the scroll 
Now reap_pearsij a truth long dimmed t:rows clear, 

And prairie rose and crocus twine to crown 
Brave Henry Kelsey out or London Town. 

J w w 
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