191 Chatham Ave.
Toronto, Ont.
: Oct. 8, 1932

Dear Mr Raddall,

I am glad to hear from a son of my
old Battalion Commander, Col, Raddall, and to pass on
some information about the ghattle of Amiens,

We had been near Arras and on Sat. evening we took
the train, slow moving, and it was Sunday when we reached
Etaples on the sea and turned south that we knew we were
to be engaged in that direction and not north., In the
afternoon we detrained at a small place aud sturted to
march east, It was Monday morning early wien we came to
the village where our billets were and mwerybody was deacd
tired after the long march, After resting a day or so
we moved forward always at night and on the Jth Aug.
were in position S.E. from Amiens. The attack was a/éént
complete surprige, We started from near Demuin and there
were three waves of attack each having its own objective
to reach, the wave behind coming up and carrying on to
the next wbjective. The Eth Battn was in the last wave
and carried the attack to tune final objective of the day
at Caix, which we entered sometime after noom. Our unit
had very little fighting to do the first day.

‘/EEEQ\A little river with a swampy flat, the Iuce, runs
gdgt, Trom Caix., Eest of Demuin we struck this stream on
the north side and followed it, crossing to the south side
I am not sure whether -any of our men were on the N, side
as we reached Caix but the Company I was with was S. Soon
after reaching Caix the enemy began to shell the place and
kept it up all night. In the afternoon 1 saw Col Raddall
in the village on horseback, He was discussing the defence
of the village in case of an attack, We spent the night
there and in the morning sideslipped to the S. going down
a valley from Caix, two miles or so to a place we called
Hospital Wood because the Germans had a tent hospital
there. This wood lies between the valley and a road that
runs from Caix, and at the south end where the wood ends
and the road meets the valley Battalion H., @ was establishel
and there Col. Raddall directed hthe attack., The Battalion
was in the wood.

About noon the Germans put down a heavy barrage
on the wood with great accuracy and many casualties were
sustained, Also from the vicinity of Les Quesnel they were
able to spray the valley with m. guns. Out in fromt of the



wood perhaps a gquarter of a mile on gromdd quite open the
Germans had manned &n old line of trenches overnight and
had numbers of machime guns with which they largely fought
the battle. The open space had to be crossed before they
could be dislodged and it was here that our casualties
took place in a short time,

It was I believe to see about some hitech that had
taken place, or to direct personally something important
- I cannot be just sure what it was- +that Col Raddall
went out, He knew the danger and gave directions before
he went as to what should be done in case he dsd not carry
on, I cannot say how long he was out before he was hit
nor do I know who saw him fall, It would be all in a
second or so., Very seldom was there much to say about the
way & man fell, He fell in the moment of victory and the
attack swept on for miles and that night we were in the
village of Warvillers some four miles east.

About five oclock having attended to all the woundd
we moved east with the dressing station. It was a clear
evening, the day had been typical of August, and the larks
were singing above the field as we crossed- there seemed
to be so many of them too. An utter peace, added to it
seemed by the singing in the sky, had fallen on the field
of sacrifice and brave deeds.

It was next day that I began plan the burials,
But it was difficult getting a party for the work amd I
had determined that our men would lie in a proper eemetery
with a name to their graves, After a week this was finally
accomplished. Col., Raddall lies with the other officers
in, I think,the first row, and the cemiry is close to where
he fell, It is a war time cemeteyy and the rows are now
jJust parallel nor of the same length, but that is no demeri’

Two years ago myself and family were there. We
went to Amiens and hired a taxi, following the Luce up to
Caix, and from there we went to Hospital wood (much of whid
had been cut down, though there are young trees I think])
Behind Battn. H. Q. during the battle, on the east side of
the valley was a German Bemebery and some of our men were
buried there too, though we did not visit it this time,

The country over which the battle was fought is now baek to
farm lands and was growing crops- it was all bare in 1918,

To get to Manitoba we had to come back to near
Caix and get the second class road that leads to Beufort

on which rozd, midway between the places stands yanitoba
Cemetery. It is well kept, with a dwsrf stone wa 1 around
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There is a large cross, the headstones are in order with

the names and & maple leaf, Maple trees have been planted,
and the old time English garden plar#§ thyme, lavender, pansies
rambling, and other Xkinds of roses are there. The grass is
trimmed and we thought Manitoba one of the nicest kept cemetris
We stood at Col. Raddalls gzave which is in the S.E part of

the plot next to the wall, The cemetty is rather out of the
way and will not be visited much, but it is typical of the way
the men made their sacrifice- not in tne glare of publicity
and they sleep in quiet places., There is a fine view of the
country around, woods, farm lands between, and villages beyond.
Picardy is & richer looking part than some parts we knew,

Amap of Manitoba and other cemetries near was published

It con tainsg a plan of the cemeggxg gg the names of the dead,
You may be able to get it by sefi1@%27$ and a few expra cents
for postage giving them location of cemeteyy. I think

Imperial War Graves Commission, ILondon, Eng. I do not
have the address turther., Or write to Mr Bowler, Secy,
Canadian Iegion, Ottawa, asking if they have the book or if
they could direct you where to get it.

In the book the ceredit for Manitobe Cemedéyy is given
to the Burial Officer of the First Can., Div. I took this up
with them and they found I was correct, and said in future all
issues would say the Cemetery was made and named by the
Chaplian of the 8th Canadian Battalion., ILet me know if this
18 =0

Enclosed are negatives of some sneps. When ou are
through witi* them you can send them back, * Cne s s a rgag 7
with wood and telephone pole, This is Hospita wo aiand the >
Battn H.(. was elose to the near corner on the D Col,
Raddall crossed this road when he went out and fell about a
quarter of a mile in front,

Another shows Man. Cem. looking to the 8.E. the corner
in which ¥our fatner is buried. One shows myself standing
in front of the cross at the entrance to the Cemeteyy view
again looking S.E, Mrs Whillans, our boy and girl are shown
in the pictures,

I trust I have given your mother and yourself something
new about the battle and what happened as well as something
persoafl about your fathers story ofir Aug 9th.

Yours sincerely. %Vl\A/LA,&AA§£7
N A

J.fﬁ/ﬁizilans
Last year we came back from Liverpobl, Fng, where we were for 6
years,
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235 West 12th Ave

Vancouver R C Jany g@ﬁ“'48 (

' Mr T H Raddall Jr
Liverpool N S

Dear Mr Raddall,;

Last time we excdhunged letters § was at
Duncan Vans Island. However I became ill and was a long time
in hosp &nd now am taking it easy with a number of hobbies
to take up my time,

The flag we wrote ot was hung & year ago in First
3 yAPresbytgrian Ch Winnipeg., ZFive Colonels and Ex Cols or the
Beioe yv’-regiment.>. The flag is in a prominent pluce in the church znd
V\be well mounted. It is there ftor generations to see and mark the
; sacrifice ot the men for whom it formed a pall. Way it speak to
them the message ot those who are long silent now.

I am enclosing an article on Henry Kelsey, My so.ie
reason tor sending it to you is to bring this torgotten man to
your notive, With your historical sense you might do justice to
Keisey in some story ot which he could be the centre, You may
not know khe country up tnere where he discovered the prairies
but a summer moving around there would give you the atmosphere
And I know that you could do justice to the theme and the man,
Some day some one is going to make this thrililing drama live.

I know ot no man or exploration so completely forgotten in our
nistory. The prairies is the country ot your rathers regiment
He fell ammimm leading prairie men and he lies in Manitoba
Cemetery in France,

The Kelsey Papers are published bymhmem the Public
Archives cf Canada and thero is a lot of history in the
introduction by Doughty and by Cuester Martin, YVou too can link
yourselt to the prairies and give us a wondertul story ot a
stirring age there and on the BRay. Send the article back when
you nave read it No hurry thougn I have submitted it to
Chambers 8 but it may be long for them,

I amalways intereged in your writing:s and you have
done much to make Nove Scotia live tor many people, I huve an
interest of my own down there for my boy is Pror ot Pharmacology
at Dalhousie He has been at Man Cemetery. Yoy may meet him
sometime. 'S {

Kind regards Hapy New Year ¢¥;7 Gt

| NV
Sincerely youﬂia \ﬁﬁ\‘vqg/f;;////////
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235 West 12th Ave
Vancouver R C

Dear Mr Raddall;

Here is a plaque I have made with you in
mind., The two péeces or 1lint came from Manitoba Cemetery
where Col Raddall fell wnd where he lies wit.. the men he led-
We got them during a fumily visit in 1930, also the pieee
of white stone from the Vimy monument which was being built
then. !

It has been a question as to cow they could be usea
and finally somethigg had to be done or tney would be discar.czu
This is what turned out. There is no design, the pieces
being put together in & symetrical way so that they would
not clash. They look sometning like a lighthouse or a marker
of some kind.

The underlying deposit there and up to the Channell
and into Kent is chalk which has flint interspersed. The
plaque is contained in the 1lid of a cold cream jar from
Welwyn Garden City. Eng. The stones are set in plaster of
paris wnich is wired. The 1rill in marble is ifrom France and
I got it here,

I have been slowly building up a lapidary outtit and
have diamond saw by which I can slice a pebble, grinding
wheels and lap, It is an interesting hobby. Most of the
plagques I make are larger and I 8an use highly colored stones
for flower and other designs.

My young people are both in QOttawa now and I am sending
3t to them as they are always interested in seeing the latest
jdea in my hobby., And they will be interested to see what I
finally did with the little stones which I think they
gathered during our visst to the old front., The plaque will
be send on to you from Qtt awa,

Iz you will accept the plaque and like it that is the
only acknowledgement I want, It hus been a pleasare to make
it. I was the first to read your Haiifax out of
the library here and reaud parts of it/;everalxtiyggy///

) . \ .,\V\y&/
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P

Sincerely yours .. ..
- \ \\ ’/

J

7 W whillans

{

To hang,drive a medium sized mmall headed tfinisuing nail
in at an acute angle. ILeuve it out not more than half an inch



THE CHAPLAIN S FILAG

Winnipeg Ritles 1917-1§

Around you ort by blasted home and teee

Embattled men kept fatth in hymn and prayer,
And trom Cnrist s cross upon yourtolds s¢ tair
Threy drank His cup and rose to meet, as He,
A morn that loosed nell‘s hate and agony;
Then, as the lark sang requiems in the air,
A holy pall o er those He called to share

The death He died to make us whole and tree.

Now, in this quiet tane you tind a place;

The light of epie days, the blood that strong
Men shedg their kiss in Honor s lust embrace

Still on your taded tly; while round you throng
Triumphant hosts who matched‘tneir hour and trod

Deatn s shadowed way, to glory and to Cod.
J W W

DISCOVERY CF THE ©PRAIRIES

He cume @a stripling shy first o1 our race
From Hudson Bay by swamp andevergreen,
And stood amazed to see a new demesne
0f poplar grove, tirm scd and open space;
Where red men roamed to join the chase,
Where deep rich loam and summer skies serene
Tnrough 8ges gone had wrought & matchless =cene-
The rolling prairies in their virgin grace,

In modest words that spoke the attless soul
He wrote ot wanderings there, ot hope and rear;
Long lost znd scorned by jealous men the scroll
Now reappears) a truth long dimmed srows clear,
And preirie rose and crocus twine to crown
Brave Henry Kelsey out ofr London Town.
J W W
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