
All this goes to show that the 
Centre has been fulfilling its 
mandate. What does Dalhousie 
want the Centre to do to be 
considered active?

Please lend your support by writing to 
express your concern and dismay at the 
closure of the Centre and the threat to 
the African Studies programme to:
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Canada B3H 4H6
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History and Mandate of the Centre

The Centre for African Studies at Dalhousie 
University was established in 1975 as an 
interdisciplinary unit to promote and 
facilitate knowledge of Africa's develop
ment priorities in the political, economic 
and social realms within the university, 
regionally, nationally and internationally. 
The range of activities undertaken by the 
Centre included:

1. research
2. development education
3. project support
4. visitors
5. publication series
6. conference programmes
7. public policy workshops
8. interdisciplinary academic seminars
9. informal discussion groups
10. linkages with other universities, 
communities, regional, national and 
international organizations in Canada, 
Africa and elsewhere.

In more recent years, specific issues such 
as the debt crisis, structural adjustment, the 
role of women in development, the famine 
in Ethiopia and the Sahel, Apartheid, and 
conflict and change in Southern Africa have 
been prominent.

Reasons Dalhousie Claims for 
Closing the Centre

1. Irrelevance of African Studies at 
Dalhousie
2. Lack of faculty and student interest

3. The Centre provides a meeting place 
for African students and office space for 
their Association
4. Dalhousie does not care about the 
international reputation acquired through 
the Centre for African Studies
5. "As a cohesive centre, it was not very 
active"
6. Lack of funds.

The Facts of the Matter

The issues that inspired the establishment 
of the Centre are just as relevant today as 
they were in 1975:

1. The CAAS conference is being held at 
Dalhousie because of the interest of 
students, faculty and the Halifax 
ommunity in African Studies.

2. Dalhousie continues to bid for African 
projects.

3. Dalhousie has recently submitted a 
Centre of Excellence proposal on 
development to CIDA stressing Africa as 
the core of its development focus.

4. "Development grants through 
Dalhousie's Lester Pearson Institute for 
International Development, which either 
completely or partially deal with Africa 
total $4,165,488".

5. On-going African projects include: 
Dal-Nigeria linkage, Zimbabwe linkage, 
Kenya project, Ghana project, Tanzania 
linkage and The Gambia project.

6. The majority of the African students in 
Halifax come to Dalhousie because of the 
Centre.

7. If Dalhousie is no longer interested in 
African Studies, why did it receive 
$100,000 from SSHRC of Canada for its 
Africana collection?

8. We, the African Student Association, 
were bundled out of the building without 
being given time to relocate our 
Association's files and office items.

9. The Centre was a meeting place for the 
African students as well as for other related 
groups in the Halifax community. In 
addition, various other student bodies are 
given office space by units closely related 
to their interest, e.g. the Political Science 
undergraduate society has its office in the 
Political Science Department, the French 
club in the French Department, the Spanish 
club in the Spanish Department, the 
Commerce society in the Commerce 
Department, etc.

10. Although the Centre no longer exists in 
the administrative sense, "African Studies 
activities continue to have a home" at 
Dalhousie. Where is the home for African 
Studies?

1 l.The facilities (former African Studies 
Centre) are now operating as a 
Multidisciplinary Centre minus the 
African Studies.


