
Mr. Lester J... Cl ements, 
.Liverpool , N. s. 
Dear Lester: 

Here 1s a brief rundown on the history of Fort Point. 

Juq )1 ,1 967 

When the pioneers were l aying out the town site (see Proprietors ' 
Book,minutes of meeting held July 1 , 1760) they stated that the l an:l on and 
about 1tFish POint " was to be u s ed for drying fish , "except a site tor a fort ". 

Although a few peopl e had setU ed a t Liverpool 1n the autumn of 1759 , the 
main bod,Y arrived in the spring or 1760. Ibey were l ed by Captain Syl vanus 
Cobb, who had been Wolfe ' s chief scout and pilot at the captur e of Louisburg 
in 1758• Hundreds of PAtdneR cannon were lying about t he ruina of the French 
fortress, and i t is probable that Cobb brought t wo ot them to Liverpool. 
Cert ainly- ther e were two cannon on "Fish Point" during the 176o 1s , although 
there wer e no earthworks or r amparts until later. 1he nme of the s ite was 
changed to "Point Lawrence " 1n honor of Governor Lawrence of Nova Scot ia. 

When the American Revolution became an open war 1n 177.5, nearly all ot the 
Liverpool t ownsfolk ware natives of New England or their children born since 
coming here. Most or them kept a neutral attitude, like Simeon Perkins, but 
there were some busy American sympathi sers. 'lhe Li eutenant-Governor ot Nova 
Scotia a t this t ime was a former naval officer named Arbuthnot. He was highly 
suspicious ot the Nova Scotia Yankees, and 1n March 1 ;n he sent a warshi p t o 
Liverpool and r anoved the t wo cannon from Point Lawrence. Thia l eft the town 
defenceless against armed ships at a t ime when American privateers were prowling 
along the coast. 

Fran 1776 to 1778, as the var went on, the Li verpool militia bad various alarms 
of a t tack, and at these t imes they posted a guard or militia on Point Lawrence. 
In May 1778 they f inished l eveling a pl atform for cannon on the Point, al though 
they had nothing bit a f ew "swivel guns " which were hardly bi gger than a musket. 
Colonel Perkins wrote a petition to Halifax tor bett er defencea, and 1n December 
1778 a company of regular intantry, the King ' s Or~ Rangers , arrived at Li ver• 
pool and took over the de!ence of Point Lawrence. 

In Mq 1779 the Lieutenant-Governor sent a battery of cannon (four 12-pwnders, 
with gunners and -=ition) . Ihe Live~ool militia Joined with the King ' s 
Orange ».angers in building earjhworks on the Point, which now was known attic• 
1all.y as Fort Lawrence. 

On the night or Silptember 12•1J, 1780, six traitors oJ: the K. O. R. betrayed 
Fort Lawrence to a r aiding force of American pri vateers , who captured it with 
its entire garriaon. The Americana then want ·on towards the town, with the 
intention ot looting it, Wt they were met by the Liverpool militia, who captured 
the American commander and drove the rest back into the Fort. Attar some negot-
iations with Colonel Perkins of t,he Liverpool militia, the Americana abandoned. 
the tort and its garrison and stores intact. 
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When t he war ended in 178J, the ocrapaey ot K. O. R. were withdr awn to Halitax, 
taking the cannon and stores with tham. 

In August 179J, after news or the outbreak ot war with republi can France , the 
commander ot the Britiah f or ces at Halifax sent t o Liverpool two 12-Pounder 
cannon, 200 muskets, and ammunition. Colonel Perkins and hi s militia worked 
to repair an:l enlarge Fort Lawrence. 1be mili t ia nov incl uded. an artillery 
COOIIP"l\Y, and in Septa.bar 179) they recei ved t wo mor e 12,.pau~s • The bat tery 
vu carotully, maint ained and manned b,Y tho Li vol'Pool militia throughout the 
French ware from 179.) to 181 5. Fort Lawrence was part of the integral detenoe 
of Nova Scot ia, under the euperviaion of the Gener al Officer Camnanding at 
Halitax, who supplied am.unition and inatructora and sent a atatf off i cer to 
inspect the tort and the Jliilitia at regular intervals. 

When these war 1 ended with the battle of Wat erloo the guna wer e again withdrawn 
to Halifax, 

In tho winter ot 18)8-18) 9 ther e vaa a sudden danger ot var bet ween 5r1t_Q.1, 
and tho Unit ed states onr tho boundaey bet ween Haine and Nev Brunevick:r'ilriti sh 
t roopa were hurried t o the t~ntier, and in Noya Saotia the coastal 
forts and bat.ter ie• were a#i umed aM manned . At thie time Fort LaWJ"ence 
bad three 18-pounder cannon, t wo l i ght f i eld guna, and a garrison of 67 officers 
and men or tho LiT&l'POOl militia under Captain Willias McGill. 

"' When the matter was peac;full.¥ the cannon were vithdravn to Balif'ax 1n 
the routine manner. 

The noxt alar11 vas that of the Fenian Raids , shortly after tho American Ci vil 
War, which ended 1n 186,5. Again Fort Lawrence was a rmed from the Ordnance 

at Hali.tax. 'lb.i s t ime the guns vere a pair of J2-pou?der s , 1moothbore 
muzzle-loaders, of r ough.J.y 6½ inch caliber, f i ring i ron shot of thot night. 
these cannon remain on t he site of Fort W.vrence t o this dq (July 1967) 

a 
In the year 1847 land surT97or named "'1.itman Fr eeman made an exact 
and map of Fort Point, apparent)¥ t or the British War Department . DntU r ecent 
years the mark of the British War Department, a "broad arrow•, could be seen 
obiaelled into rocks on both sides of Fort Point, marking the landward· boundary 
of Fort Z..vrence. 

Ownership of the fort site apparentl,y ranained with the British War Department 
until 1905, when the B~~4 •ti govennent wit hdrew 1ta troops and responsi bilities 
from Nova Scotia, and Sifiif' over to the Canadian goverment all the f ort.a, 
building• and land• prenousl,Y hold under War Dopartmont authority. 

Since World War Two the Canadian Department or Nat i onal Detenoe has turned 
over all theae old torts and f ort sites t o the Parka Branch, Depar tment of 
Nor thern Utaira. 

I haw been told thot among the old O?dnanoe lllrvoy doouments ND&ining 1n 
Halifax there is a list ot W/D proportios including the site of Fort Lawrence 
at LiYerpool . I sugges t that you enquire tronu -

Mr. Rarey Johnson, 
Dept. of Northam Af'taira, 
The Citadel, Balifax, N. S. 
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