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TOWN OF TRENTON 
TRENTON, NOVA SCOTIA 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , N. S . 

Dear Tom: 

April 23 , 1964 

McGr aw - Hi ll have asked me to do a work on Senior High 
Schoo l Composition . In this work I woul d li ke to 
quote a paragraph from The Path of Dest i ny . I noticed 
that the copyright is in your name . May I have your 
permi ss i on plnase to use the p ara ~r aph . 

To my gre~t surprise a course I hav e been teaching in 
English c3-me out last year under the title "Twe lve 
Steps to Eff e ctive Wri ting " and has turned out to be 
an astonishingly goo d seller . Yu never can tell what 
p eople will buy . 

With very best wishes , 

Robinson) 
isor of Schoo ls 



April • 1964. 

. :r. rton Rooinson , 

l ;.. O~l :.J~ • .:.3. 

fr .. 

Sc ... ool 

:-1easc c ns:i.de t his y )J" aut 1or ty . to quote 

'.A':':r or D:sTI .Y in your w r . on ,>$ntor ,igh 

I ' ' e1ir,:ht t t y 1r T' .. !, ;'i,1£ 

s heen s._o succossi' 1 . i:O c n t eac 1 t' i3 

bet · r t.Lan your.self" and ac kn s oor hig. sc .oo nee 

it . Li ke a go rr. ny others of ,"J. gen rat.i ·, t h'1t 'a'3 

t cug t gl is __ nnguage, cral tind written , 

I ve een a l l e- at t he sl i ps r:ethods t l t bo.vo 

obtaina rticul ar l y since _is cane hcllle 

o ... e .3:en rey o-Jn son and dau1hter ss t oug· hig 

school univernit , yet coul d not write ( o,. spoil! 

a ccent J16lis rograp . 

''i t l my ~st ns cs . 

( 
t 

I 



Mr. Berton E. Robinson, 
University rants Committee, 
.5413 Spring Garden Road, 
Halifax, • s. 
Dear Bert: 

March 9 • 1971 

Regardin rour letter of February 24th. ) 

I would be willing to corr:e to Halifax in July or 
early August, for a meeting with Callaghan and acLennan, and 
your Sum.~er School class, if you can arrange it. ~ 

About The Nym.ph and The Lamp. ·fy intention in writing 
the novel was si.11p:!¥ to tell a story, a love story it you like, 
1.n which a man ' s £a.1th 1n duty, as well as hia love tor he.r, 
eventually wakened those qualities 1n herself. The background 
ot Sable Island was very familiar to me, and import.ant to the 
story. Kost ,of the characters were drawn from real people , 
on various stations like Sable (the shooting accident actually 
happened on a lonel3 station in Labrador) and I assembled then 
in the Sable Island scene tor the purposes ot my story. In the 
younr, operator named Jim Sargent you have a small portrait of 
the author as a , very young man. -

When I proposed to write this novel, my publishers 
_ were horrified. I had written three historical novels with 

S9flle success in the market and with the critics, and they urged 
me ·to keep on with costW\'le pieces. Publishers like to have all 
their authors in neat little pigeonholes• ot course. To junp 
into a contctporary novel, or at any rate a nm noTel pitched 
in my own lifetime, moreover a novel inTolving a love affair _ 
between a , iddleaged an and a not-Tery-beautiful virgin nearing 
the dreadful age of thirty, seamed utter to the. publisher•• 
They wouldn ' t give me a contract tor it, and I had to finance 
myself (and support my wife and children) during the whole period 
from November 1948 when I started the book, to April 1950 when 
I finished it. 

I t proved to be u.y most successful book , not on1¥ with 
the critics, but witp the public. It bas been printed in various 
English editions in Canada, Britain, and the U. S., and in every 
European language wast of the Iron Curtain. To the end of 1970 
it had aold 682, 410 copies (323, 982 hardbacks, )58, 428 softbacka) 
and it bas appeared in radio and TV plays in Canada, Britain and 
.the U. S. At the present time it ia under option to a Hollyvood 
group for movie production, bit as you know an option 1a o~ 
a tentat1Te thing. 

Sincereq, 
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