
Dalhousie University

Dr. Robert Fournier 
Dalhousie University

International Ocean
Institute

30 August, 1995

Dear Bob:

Here is an item of good news: Just yesterday I got confirmation of an additional
$35,000 CIDA grant, for the hearings to be organised in Canada in the context of the 
World Commission on the Oceans.

I am enclosing the letter received from Huguette Labelle.

As I mentioned during our meetings at the Inn at the Lake, I would like to utilizt the 
IDRC Ocean Net for these hearings. I also think I ought to contact Fisheries & Oceans 
as well as Environment.

I would love to discuss the matter with you at this point as soon as possible --be fo re  
the end of the month or thereabouts. I have to go to Japan on September 8.

All the very best,
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To:
FAX No:

Mr. Lennox Hinds 
819 953 3348

From: 
FAX No.:

Elisabeth Mann Borgese
1 902 868 2455

Date: 7 September, 1995

Subject: Hearings

Dear Lenn,

Mr. Parson’s approach was most opportune! Here is what I wrote to him now. I do 
th ink this cooperation is very important. Shall I do something with Foreign Affairs?

I did not receive the document you said you were sending. Am leaving for Tokyo 
tomorrow morning very early, shall be back, for one week, on September 14.

With all good wishes,

Yours as ever,
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To: Mr. Lennox Hinds
FAX No: 819 953 3348

From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
FAX No.: 1 902 868 2455

Date: 3 April, 1996

Subject: Canada hearings

My dear Lenn,

Now that the fiscal year is closed I feel we owe you a report on what has been done 
and what remains to be done.

I have asked Scott to prepare this report and accounts.

As I mentioned to you before, we have put $10,000 of IOI money into this project to 
add to your grant, because the work turned out to be far more comprehensive than 
had been envisaged originally. However, I am convinced it is worth doing, and in the 
end, we shall have an overview that will be useful not only to the World Commission 
but to the Canadian Government and to all ocean users as well. Let me add to this 
that the work has been used also as a helpful model by some of our other Centres

In view of these developments, could I ask you for an additional grant of $15,000 for 
this new fiscal year?

On behalf of the World Commission and of the IOI, I want to thank you most warmly 
for your generous cooperation.

With all good wishes,
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To: Mr. Ron Jones
SIFR at IDRC

FAX No: 6 > i 3 *  5 ^ 9  -

From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
FAX No.: 1 902 868 2455

Date: 27 December, 1995

1 .

Subject: IWCO

f i t oecveVws

Dear Mr. Jones,

Thank you, belatedly, for your nice note of December 4, which I found here on my 
return from Tokyo.

I am sorry to have missed the Ocean Net Meeting. It would have been very useful to 
be there. But I just barely had come back from a very strenuous three-w eek trip 
around the world - -an d  I simply could not make it! If you have any document, I would 
be grateful if you could send it. I will of course also be in touch with Bob Fournier, 
right after New Year.

The launching of the IWCO went well. It is together now. It is off the ground, and we 
can work. I think it is a rather exceptional challenge and opportunity.

The birth was difficult. The initial documentation, prepared in Lisbon, was very poor, 
and that is an understatement, but we have an excellent group of people together and 
it is amazing to see how enthusiastic they are about doing something on this ocean 
subject!

We have already 6 invitations, fully paid, for all the Plenary Sessions between now 
and the publication of our Report in 1998. After Japan, 1995, it will be Brazil and the
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Netherlands in 1996; in 1997 it will be South Africa and Rhode Island; and in 1998 
it will be Portugal. We are getting office space in Geneva from the city of Geneva and 
the Federal Government; the Dutch Government has seconded to us a senior staff
member, fully paid for three years, including his travelling; the Dutch Government is 
also providing some cash for the running of the Secretariat, besides paying for the 
Plenary in Rotterdam.

Each Plenary costs about $300,000. It is a very large Commission. Right now,, there 
are 42 members, but the number may run up to 50. We have to add women. There 
are only three, thus far (Alicia Barcena, Danielle de St Jorre, and myself).

So Probably there is no more room for a Canadian invitation for a Plenary. They are
all taken. It might have been a little to expensive anyway.

What I would like to propose is an invitation for a meeting of the Executive 
Committee. There will be one between every two sessions. The first one should be in 
M arch/April. The Executive Committee consists of President Soares and ten Vice 
Chairmen. I am enclosing the membership list as it now stands.

Such a meeting could take place in Ottawa. There could be one public session. We 
also could link it to the Hearings in Ottawa. The whole thing would not be too
expensive. I would think, offhand, that it would be not much more than $ 30,000. But
we should have a decision fairly soon --o therw ise  other invitations will overtake us!

I would very much like Canada to play an important role in this Commission! Should 
I write a letter to the Prime Minister or the Minister of Foreign Affairs, or both? I wait 
to hear from you.

All the very best for 1996.

Yours sincerely,
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