
Women OK bishops' stand -
By The Canadian Press 

A Canadian bishops' con-
demnation of violence against 
women is getting generally favor-
able reviews from Catholic wom-
en, although a representative of 
a Catholic reform group says it 
doesn't go far enough. 

The statement, entitled To 
Live Without Fear, was released 
last month and calls violence 
against women a sin, a crime and 
a serious social problem. 

It cautions priests and 
pastoral workers against coun-
selling premature reconciliation 

between couples, even if it means 
marital separation. 

"True reconciliation can oc-
cur only after the woman has 
been protected, the man has 
been held accountable for his ac-
tions, and he has genuinely re-
pented," the statement says. 

Joanna Manning of the 
Coalition of Concerned Canadian 

. Catholics said the statement will 
lack credibility unless the 
bishops acknowlege violence 
against women is indirectly 
fostered by "sexist" church struc-
tures. 
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