
Jear 1.!r Raddall, 

Enf ield Han ts Co t:S 
16 Aug 63 

I have recently completed a course of studies leading 

to a Master's Llegree in English Liji;erature . I have chosen your wo rk as 

subject for' my thesis. 

The first portion of my thesis will deal Vli. th biography . 

I ;"KJuld like to see you in the near future and discuss a numbe r of things . 

I would appreciate it very much if you could virite me and indicate what 

time I might visit . 

Y~urs sincerely , 

~ 7f'-/c, 
1 John Hawkins 

fi 



Dear Dr . Raddall, 

Enfield Hants NS 
I? Oct 63 

No doubt you were becoming anx.lous about your record of 

publications . The copying of them 'took a little longer than I thought . 

hope you will forgive me o The rm..rnainder of the rr.aterial I v.ould like to 

retain for a while if you don 1t mind . 

Yours sincerely 

#.~7 



Enfield , 
Han ts t?o . N .S . 

March II , 1964 , 

Dear Dr . Raddall: 

I have just completed t he b1o-

eraph1cRl section of my thes i s , much of which 

has been appr oved by Dr. Pacey Of U . N .B. 

I nor..de r i s there any fu r ther 

material such as p hotographs , lecture s , and cri-

t i cal comments , l,'JtC ., wh ich you have which would 

be of value to me in completing the r ecord . I f 

so, i t would be a gre3t assistance if you c ould 

for eward them to me . 

I still hav e the no tes which you 

gav e me last fall and can ass ure you t hey are 

safe and sound . 

Your:::: truly) 

U/J . ¢'la# I c:.:, 
r ,;- Hawkins • 



Dear Dr . Raddall , 

'#'/£a.,(,;., 
.}fg.4 ~"o/ 

7 Jan . 65 

I completed the first dr aft of my thesis some time 
a go and with Dr. Pacey I s assistance have been working on revisions 
since , The thesis' originally had four sections , Life , Character, Description 
and Conclus i on . Dr. Pacey felt a section on style and str ucture was 
required and t his week when I visited him, indicated tha t a chapter 
on plot should be added , He feels that one historical novel should 
be examined in tha plot chapter indicating that you follow the 
historical facts closely and that the other historical novels and 
stories could perhaps be dealt with in a more gener a l fashion , 
I iJould like to deal with His Majesty ' s Y~nkees in detail , comparing 
the book ,~ith t he ac t 1.1al historical docwnents etc, and a lso eet some 
deta ils on the ot he r novels and stories , . I have written t he C.D.C. on 
11 Lly l< irsi Novelli and t he intervie;v with Rex Frost but t hey seem to have 
no record of t hese . Do you ha .-.ipt:n to havE- co i-'ies·; I would l ike t o s ee 
any no t es or docwnent s 11hich perta in to His l'.a jesty 1 s Yanke'C! s and other 
historical ,.orks anc. perhaps you c vuld direct me to other sources . I hate 
to trouble you in t his f ashion and ha ve tried to avoid it s ince I know 
your job as writer is ve ry demanding . JJr, Pacey informed me r,.;cently 
t hat a µublisP,er was looking f or material on your life and work and 
no doubt a study of historical background would be necessary for this 
i f I a t.~empted publication , Perhbp S a nother· trip to Liverpool wi ll 
be necessar y to complete this historical JX)rtion . 

Yo urs sincerely, 



Mr. W. J . Hawkins 1 

Enfi eld, N. S. 

Dear Mr . llawk1ns: 

/9'.;., 
Jan, 9 , 19f, 

I made most ot the research for HIS MAJES'l"l 1 S IANK.EF.S during 
the year 1941 , suppl ementing studies of the Simeon Perkins diary and other 
Liverpool documents which I h~ been making for several years. The 1941 research 
the r efore involved a number of visits to raih\ Ar chives at lia.11.fax, and two visits 
to Fort Beause j our , one in midsummer, th~ 'other 1n November 1n order to see the 
tort and the landscape 1n the same season as that or the •rebel" siege. 

After the passage of more than twentiY years I can t1nd onl,y a f ew notes or the 
mass I aocwnulated, Probably they are buried under subsequent accumulations 1n 
my a ttic, although I have done SOl'!!e digging there r ecently with litUe success. 

I enclooe my <>JU¥ copy of the CBC radio talk "My First Novel" , which I gave on 
tho Wednesda,y Ni ght program, Dec, 16 , 19 SJ, The other thing you mention ( the 
interview by Rex frost) took place 1n stat ion CFRB Toronto 1n June 1946, but 
I cannot recall scything in that which would be of va1ue t o you . 

Moat ot the characters and detail of the Liverpool chapters or the book were taken 
from the Perkins Diary I which I waa able to atudy here 1n the original. Since 
that time it has been microfilmed tor t he National Archives , and I believe the 
Provincial Archivo3 have a copy ot this microi'ilm at Halifax. Also the Champlain 
Societ.y has since published three or selections trom the diary ( 1948, 
1958 and 1961) Protessor Harold A, Innis, ot Toronto, who edited the tirst 
volumo of the Champlain Society ' s production, says 1n his introduction:• 
11 In his s:Rl.dy 1The Neutral Yankees or Nova Scotia: A Ma r ginal. Colony during the 
Revolutionary Jeara ; (New I ork 19JJ), Proteasor Br ebner has made full use ot the 
diary, and the novel of Thomas H. Raddall "His Majes'cy" 1a Yankees • ( New York 
1942) reflects an intensive study of it. These vol.u!nes provide a valuable back• 
ground to an understanding of 1 ts s1gnit1cance. " 

To get the general background of the Nova Scot ia at the time of the Revol ution 
I studied "A History ot Nova Sootia " tr, Bean;i sh Hurd.ooh , published in J volU11es 
at Halitax by James Barnes, 1865-6?, To suppl ement this I studied the following 
paper• of the Nova Scotia llistorioal Socieey': • 

History of Halitax City, by -T, B, Akins 
Proposals for an a ttack on Nova Scotia, by John Allan 
Trials for Treason 1776-177?, by John T. Bulmer 
The Militia ot Nova Scotia, by J.P.ID:!.ward1 . 
Nomenclature of the Streets of Halifax, by G. W. Hill 
Lieutenant-Governor Michael Francklin, by James s . Macdonald 
Old Inns and Co!!ee Houses or Halifax, by George Mullane 
Riohard John U~iacke , by L.G.Power 

Alao the follow1ng publications: -

'Ihe Neutral Yankees of Nova Scotia, by John BarUet Br ebier 
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Paul Revere and The World He Lived In, by Eather Forbes 
A General Description ot Nova Scotia, by Thomas c . Haliburton 
The Maritime ProT1nce1 and The American Revolution, by W. B. Kerr ('nl1• was appearing 
1n 1natalmenta: 1n the old "Maritime .Advocate" , SackTille N.B., at the time ot my 
r esearches. SJbaequent.J¥ I belieYe it appeared 1n book torm.l 

Dictionary of the Language of the Micmac Indiana, by Silas Rand.. 

On my viaita to Sackville and Fort Beauae jour I was able to consult the 
late Dr. J.C.Wobater or Sbediac, an authority- en the history or the district and 
the author of mQ\Y books and brochures about it, 

In the library of the museum, Fort Beauaejour, I made notes from: -

1. A notebook or William Chapman, vho worked on repairs to Fort CUmberland 
(the British name for Beausejcur) 1776.1777. 

2, A copy ot the r eport of Lieut.Col. Goreham , on the s i ege of J>ort Cumberland 
by rebel forces 1776. 

J. Memoir of Colonel J ohn Allan, by George H. Allan 
4. History or Sackville , by Dr. W.C.Milner 
5. A_copy or the Orderl,y Book cf Fort Cumberland, 1759-60. 
6. P¼an of Fort Cumberlarxi, by Colonel Robert Morae. R. E., 1784. 
7. Ellvirons of Fort Cumberland, by J.W.Des Barres . 1781. 
8 . Memoir ot Col. Jonathan F.ddy, by J.W.Porter 
9 . The American Invasion ot Nova Scotia 1776-7, by W.B. Kerr 
10. Military Operations 1n Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia during the Revolution. 

by Frederic Kidder. 
11. Letter-book ct Captain Alexander McDonald cf the Royal Highland Elnigrants 

Regiment, 1775-1779. 

It would be impossible now to recapitulate the many aourcea !ran which, over 
a period of years, I had 111ade myaelt familiar with the speech, dress, tood, houses, 
ships and so forth ot the people of the period. I had written a number ot abort 
stories about the Nova Scotians ot the period for Blackwood I a Magazine , during 
the 19J0 1a. (Moat of these, and aCll!le written tor American magazines, were pub-
lished in bock fem in 1947, under the title n!E WEOOING GIFT and other Stories.) 
One ot these stories, At The T1de 1a Turn, was drawn from an actual atfair at 
Liverpool, as r ecounted 1n Perkina 1 Diary. It appears again, 1n somewhat different 
form, in Chapter 51 ot His Majesty•• Yankees, 

As the basic idea of rq book was to tell the story ot Nova Scotia during 
the Revolution, in the f'orm ot a novel, the plot had to f'ollow the principal 
course of eventa at Liverpool, Halifax, aJd Fort CUmberland. Roughly two o! every 
three people 1n Nova Scotia 1n 1775 wre aetUer~rom New &,.gland and their 
sons and daughtersi moat of them lived 1n the western half' of the peninsula; and 
at that time Liverpool was the coun~ seat ot a district extending over the 
present counties ot Queens, ShelbJ.rne and Yarmouth. 'lherefore the events 1n 
Linrpool had a strong in!'luence on what happened in the other Yankee settlements. 

Please return, when you have finished with them, the CBC script and the 
other l ettera and papers I lent you. ~7; ? again it you wish. 



Dr .Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverrool,l'. .s . 

Dear Dr . Raddall: 

Enfield, •1ants Co ,N. S . 
5 Eebruar y I965 . 

I ho1~ you do not mind me troubling yon so soon 

o.gain . I wonder if you remem.ber the sources of the plots of 11 ,..he 

rJ . ...1let 11 ,nthe Eadge of 'ullt 11 and 11 The ·,'eddin~ (';ift . 11 I have been 

studying the rJ.ot of 11 The Weddine GiftTT and think it is one of yonr 

finest . I suppose that somethinG so per .. .'ectly constructed could only 

be the result of lenthy anci deliberate !,lannine . But is it based on a 

le,:;end or tale· • .nnd. 11 The J .• rmletu , did you heer the tale from Indian 

sources or is ~ourely an :i.Jn.aeinative creation: Do you recoll the sources 

of informc1t.ion or plot in11 The Badee of Guilt 11 •. If there are any 

ex.aut.1-'les of using legends , tales, old stories as the bc.sis for your 

short stortes I would be pleased to hear of them , ;.m I correct in 

asswning that in yo11r book , The ·.-1edding Gift you have eone to histor y 

mainly as a JX)int of reference , for setting etc . cill.d have constructed 

the !Jlots yourself? 

Thcnl{ you for the material you recently sent rre 

Y0urs sincerely , 



February 18, 1965 

Dear Mr. Haw~ins: 

In answer t o y our6 or February f'itth. 

The Amulet The story is fic t i on based on ce r tain actual things and s cenes 
and people. Macy year s ago I s aw a withered old woman s i t t ing on the f l oor 
of a shack , the home of a Mi cmac f amii_r. She took no part in t he conver sation . 
When I asked who she was , they said One of the Sa• ak- a- wach4c:1k" ( nie 
Ancient s ). They didn ' t laugh , but I took i t a s a wh1J!l:sy , and probab}¥ it was . 
In those de.ye I had a hobby of hunt ing t or prehistoric Indian camp s i tes , 
both inland and on the coast of Nova Scotia . Once , a t a spot called I ndian 
Gardens on t he Mersey River, an ancient camp s i te since subnerged by a hydro• 
el ec t ric power dam, I was shown a little a t one amulet such as the one I des-
cribed in my story, Part o"il!t 1o;as missing. The finder was a rel i c - hunt er l ike 
myself , he r~tusad. t o put wi th it, and what became of i t afterwards I don 1 t 
know. In prehisUric and par tJ¥ historic t il'les( as late as about 1 ?45) A 
large tri be camped on thi s site. In spr ing many of them paddled their canoes 
down the rivar and spent t he summer scat ter ed along the adjacent coaet 1n 
small !'ish1n13 camps . Ever,y tilne I searched 1n one ot these coastal s i tes 
I had a romant i c hope of f inding the mi s sing porti on of the amulet . I never 
did. Once I wast vieited by an archaeologi et. W. J . Wint emberg. who had done 
s ome work in Hova Scotia sites and asked to sea my collection. I mentioned 
the stone amulet I had seen because i t was unique -- a t any rate I had never 
seen aivthing else of that kind . Nor had Wintemberg. We discussed the Ind i an 
bel i ef 1n the t r ansmigration o! souls • human t o animal or bird or f i sh, and 
wondered if the amulet had QJ\Ything t o do with i t . A year or two l at er I 
found myself discussing these samo t hings wi th a ret ired J11in1Bt er , and I men• 
tioned the old lady who was said to be one of the Anci ents . Out of all t hese 
searches and meetings and tallcs came the s hort s t ory I called The Amulet. 
It is , I think , a good example or the way a writ er ' s mind works , subcons ciousl.r 
assembling various scenes and experiences, and then asking t ho inevitable 
question, "Gi ven these facts , what mi ght have happened? " 

The Badge of Guilt Mu ch ?!lor e truth than f i ction. I came upon the scene , t he 
cast , and most of the tale while staying at a small beach hot el 1n P. E. I. 
ono SUl!lmer early 1n War Two. The epi sode of the Montr eal tart s and the whi te 
goloshes ie a piquant note 1n Halifax wartime hi story. I had conver sations 
with the young RAF t l i ers I described , and with the lady I called "Georgi e" , 
and of course "Mrs. Ternix 11 • I wrot e the story to get it off my mind , but for 
obvious reasons I made no attempt t o sell i t to a magazine. For t he same reasons 
I withheld from publication "The Ui s t ress or CKU " and several other s until a 
sufficient time had passed for the actor s to fade int o anon~ ity. They fitted 
into a general t home I had 1n mind , and I incl uded them in lhe 11 Muster of 
Arms" volune (see ffl3" Author ' s l~ote) in the spirit of now- it-can- be- tol d . 



DI• Weddin,; G1!t. 
You are right 1n assuming that I went to history tor the 

settings of the stori es 1n this volume , and tor many of the characters and 
incidents from whi ch the plots emer ged, 

In the particular story called The Wedding Gift i had tho aid of such oddl,y 
assorted s ources as t he dis.ry of Simeon Perkins and! privately issued volume 
by Henry R. St iles entitled "Bundling, Its Ori gin, Progress and Decline 1n 
Amer ica 11 , dated 1871 , As you probabl.¥ know, rundl1n& was a common custom 
1n New England during the e i ghteenth century, when western Nova Scotia was 
settled ' so largely by New Englanders .. The actual scene of my s tory was the 
horse path which then connec ted Liverpool with i:ka Port Medway,crossing a 
rugged wooded penµJ.sula. In his casual way Perkins mentions a man and woman 
making this joumey- in mid-viri.ter , apparent.13 to a ttend a reiigiOUs ser vice 
1n Liverpool, I sent my man and wanan the other way. Wandering preachers of 
various sects , including 111.ady Huntingdon ' s Connexion ", flit through Perk.ins' 
pages . I picked one of them. i.Ride-and-tie" was a common method of journeying 
with one horse and two peopl e when the going was rough. Perkins mentions 
the wreck of a ship "f r om Mogador in Barbary 11 occurring a t Port Medway, and 
a merchant' s a gent ther e busy salvaging "goatskins in pickle , almonds , wonn-
seed , poriegranate skins and gum ar abic" . That was marvellous . 

In constructing the pl ot I wished t o tell the story s o that tim what French 
write rs cnll the "clou" came 1n the "l.As t line or two. This iia a good and 
int er esting tom, although it has been much misused . Peopl e l ike o. Henry 
used to build a whole s tory around a trick end1ngi it was an amusing stunt, 
like that of a parlor magician, and just as artif'iaial. It is much more 
difficult to produce a story involving people and a s ituation that aro true 
to l ite and highl,y :lntorest:lng rlght from the start. and top it all with 
one fact , one phra se , that throws a new illumination on the whole like a 
flash of lightning. 

Mr . John Hal<k:lns , 
Ehl'ield , N. S. 

Sincere4', 



?:r. W. J: llawkins , 

Enfi eld , ll. S. 

Dear Mr . Hawkins: 

June 15, 1965 

It will soon be two years since you 

bor-rowed the material from my correspondence tUes 1 and 

I ' m sure that by this time you have obtained whatever 

you need . Will you return it now, pleasel 

I How are you eet ting along with yaur 

thesis? When it i s finished , may I see a copy of it 7 

I promise not to quarrel with anything you have to say! 

Sincerely, 



Dr . Thomas H . Raddall 
Liv erpool , N . S . 

~ field nants NS 
28 June 65 

am very sorry for the delay . I was in t he 

proces s of rer,l~·lng to your letter Friday when the mails told 

me that the thes is had been accepted . The post script t o my 

letter then became so exuberc;,.nt and emotional that t he sober 

light of 3aturday morni ng revealed that my letter would not 

be sui table. I arn , therefor e , taking thi s opportunity to thank 

you for your help and pat i ence . I enclose the material whi ch 

I hav e borrowe d also . '1'hanks again . 

::; incerely , 

t,,:? I:~,;!~• L-7 

J ohn Hawkins 



Dr. T. H. Raddall, 
44 Park str eet, 
Liverpool, N. s . 

Dear Dr. Raddall: 

"If//~,.,/,;., 
ff.,,, ~,.A:'.'/ 

F.nfield, Hants Co ., 
Nova Scoti a , 
November 26, 1965 

My conscience has been bothering me a good deal lately because 
I have not forwarded a copy of ,-q thesis . I had three copies 
typed, intending one for your recor ds. I found, however, that 
U. N. B. retains two copies and , therefore, I am l eft ,dth only 
one bound copy. 

I hope to be able to forward my O'Wl'l copy to you in the future 
so that you can at lea st have a look at it. 

Thank you again for the kind 11nd prompt assistance with the 
thesis . 

Yours s i ncerely, 

Hawkins/be 
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