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Dear Mr. Raddall ;-

Elrnsdale 
Nova -~cotia 

April II I94 I 

It must be a fact that I was well brought up,when young, 

I've such a gu~lty feeling when I omit "Thank-you 1 sn, and for a long 

time I have known that a sincere "thank you" is owing you fOr the 

pleasure your stories have given me. I am always glad when your name 

is listed in the table of contents in MaeLean' s or The Saturday Evening 

Post { that they print your tales is proof they are both 'tops' as 

periodicals) am no matter how inter~sted I may be in some serial,your 

story is read first. 

Of course i have my favorites. Bald Eagle' Iggins, and 

the story about the viking ship and Capt •••• waa it Solomon? •••• he was 

Captain Martin to me,I boarded at their home years ago,in my teaching days 

and Captain Martin was ~xactly like that, even to his disgust of an 

opposition newspaper.Being a teacher it is no wonder that I delighted in 

Swan Dance am. Mias Fesant, I too have been in one or two Duffy's Sidings. 

You will have received many letters of congratulation, 

I know, but I want to thank you not only for the stories that you give 

us but for. the work you are doing for Nova Scotia and Nova Scotian authors 

as well.Has it struck you that a few years back the Satevepost demanded 

stories with an American locale You are putting Nova Scotia on the 

map of literature at last, a commendable thing, since for so long our 
Canadian tales have been either Mountie and redskin westerns or the 

French-Can8d1an chronicles. 

Again thanking you, 

I am 

Mrs. Thomas Grantmyre 

Yours sincerely 

4. I . . _2 c 1 
!f~l~fh;Ac/ 
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u,)r•·t Elmsdale,Hants Co. Nova Scotia 

April 29 I94I 

Dear Mr . Raddall;-
This isn't establishing a precedent,nor must you bother 

to answer thi~ letter as you did before,but if you will write good 

stories,willy-nilly you ought to get praise. "Swan Dance" made me write 

before, and now you have given us "Winter Idyll" a story four-sixths of 

the Grantmyre family enjoyed, ( daughters Gretchen and Brenda are still at 

the Peter Rabbit and Alice age). To be sure my husband differed with you 

on some slight technical detail •••••• he is a ~IT practical man ••••• but 

as I haven't a mechanical bent I can't tell you what it was, anyway he 

did like it. So did Merritt and Leigh, aged IO and II, whose opinion on 

literature is far from juvenile; they were raised on The Saturday 

Evening Post,Kipling and Dickens,and have more than a bowing acquaintance 

with Glencannon,Soldiers Three and Micawber. They still vote for your 

Bald Eagle 'Iggins as best,though. 

And my adopted province is niggardly in its appreciation 

of your work! Did you ever see such a contradictory place?Litt le-ml.nded, 

big-hearted,just,indifferent,stubborn,gull lble •••••• nearly any adje€tive 

can be uSed to describe N.S. and its inhabitants,yet it fascinates me. 

Particularly the older Nova Scotia that you are re-creating in tales 

like The Wedding Gift;! think the Bluenose character was more consistent 

t henbecause there was less yeast of new ideas and new inventions to 

ferment and make it uneasy. 

I wonder if you have a Canadian Authors Association branch 

at Liverpool? There you will see provincialism at its best (oD worst.) 

In my salad days, when I wrote tripe I can't bear to think of now,I 

attended their Halifax meetings. Ye godsl They were t~rrible. Like 



someone said once, "The trouble with the C.A.A. is that there are no 

Canadian authors." I pa!!tlcularly remember one woman in a grey,flowlng 

sort of gown!you felt she'd made it herself without a pattern) she 

read a travelogue on a Trip To Scotland,with gestures: another woman, 

one evening read us pages and pages of a very intimate diary she'd kept 

for three years about her baby son. Another highlight was Bengee Atlee 

who shattered the Seven Pillars of Wisdom and didn't stub his toe on a 

single brick.Ye t t his was the cream of supposedly literary societies. 

I shouldn't decry the C.A.A.,though;I did meet one interesting and 

valuable man,the late Harry Plers,curator of the museum and president 

of the historieal society.Knowing him,ard Mrs. Piers was reward enough 

for being bored. 

You must be bored by this time,yourself. i-Vhat I meant to point 

out was that Nova Scotia has no yardstick for literary merit, and I 

meander on like the Tennysonian brook. Perhaps times have changed 

since 1930, but I doubt it. 

Although I 8m a busy housewife,mother,CT1sc1pl1nar1an 

and the rest I too have the writer's urge. So f ar the best I've done is 

a mystery novel 11 The Egg 11 published in the N10ntreal Standard l a st Feb. It 
were 

wasn 't as well written as I want ed it to be,nor ~ii the compositors who 

cut it as capable as I had hoped,however it is a start. When I have 

leisure,ten years from now,maybe, writing may be easier. As it is I have 

to sandwich a few hundred words a day between household tasks.if I were 

only writing "Swan Dances~' there .might be less folly in trying to be 

so many persons at once. 

By the way I read,I think,that you are English. I came 

from Bolton,Lancashire,ln 'II. Rather glad,at present,that my parents 

made the decision to come to Can-~~.a~. / . Af r / 
Sincerely ::,,\ ~C(/1.,,,(v V44-n ~[,.£_/ 









Elmsdale , ~;ova Scotia 

ov . I4 I94I 

Lear rhomas Radd.ill ; . 

,,".any thanks for your autograph and prompt return of 

H. M. Y. especially the latter , it makes for a pleasant weekwnd . 

iou see Merritt . my first born , had started the book and w .... s in the 

middle of the moose hunt when I sent it to Liverpo?l so we ' ve been 

living in an atmosphere faintly tinged with frustration and reproach . 

Fortunately Leigh is ·deep in Hereward the ivake or David would see 

another battle or two unt il they both ha ve read it . 

took your advice to heart and followed it in a m€asure 

by doing a Iladio play , (that they are still considering , )another 

mys tery with a different treatment and have started a novel for 

the Ryerson Press Award based on Henry Moore Smith ' s life as told 

by ,al ter Bates of Kingston . ;.;o t that I expect to win but be cause 

it gives me a deadline to aim at . 

Did you ever read that lit t le volume? rhey have it in the 

Archives . He lived near here for· a few years and is part of the local 

folklore . Although the thins he did were considered almost superhuman 

one can contrive convincing explanati ons for them today . I ' m go ing 

to try , anyway , adding a ~enerous amount of fiction as well . 

Candidly I don ' t know how ! 111 be able to do it . long last 

·we ' re '"ettin3 the house finished inside and I ' ll be plagued by 

ham;ne ring , sawing and banging and a talkative '-'t0 rkman whose propensity 

for conversation will na turally prolong t he ordeal . Another more 

somber reason is that my brother in a.aw , Fred Gunn , who used to 

run to ~ive·rpool from Hal ifax( not literally . Express messenger on 

train) and who underwent an operation for cancer last year is steadily 

losing ground . In a very short whil e we can expect the death angel, 



I 1m afraid . Perhaps you will tel l this t o the agent at the station 

if you harypen to think of it . He is a friend of Fred ' s 

Howev e r t rials and obstacles are meant to be ove rcome s o 

Lunar Rogue will be done by ;1arch firs t if the bull - dog stra in counts 

for anything . 

Still I ' m enviou s , i n a n ice sort of way , of you , Thomas Raddall . 

If only you hadn ' t ' been born in ' 6 3 1 iou 1 v e done so much with your 

time and I fee l as if I ' v e only started , ye t I t oo was born i n that 

year . The reason is p robably psy c ho logi cal . Be i ng feminine I 1m 

prone to accept limitations , to build a l itt le hedge a round what I ' v e 

tilled and forget the wide r landscape . For the sa·ne reason I 1 m not 

art is ti cal ly honest , exc ep t that onesty ' s the be st po licy in wri ting 

as i n everyth i ng e l se . I mean I ' d have n o qualms about making 

Christopher Columbus d iscover the Indians at work on so i nning jennys 

if I thought it would make a good story . It ' s amus i ng t o t h ink how 

admir ab ly I ' ve i llustrated my point 1 I ' ve but a vague idea of wha t 

a sp inn i ng jenny is . I know somebody invented it and it marked the 

beginning of the mac h i ne age, spelli ng doom to thousands of 

cot tagers who used t o weave at h ome . rhat 1 s all I know . I go t as 

far as ~olumbus when the word popped into my mi nd and I se t it 

down whether apt or not . I f I ' d been honest I 1 d ha ve looked up 

spinning jenny i n the encyc lopedia, ve"' ifi ed i t , we i ghed i ts me rits 

,•1 1 th s ome other mach ine .• •• • • and then put it down , happy in my mind 

because the se:'l tenc e was rounded trµly and honestly . 

But about His Aaj esty ' s :Cankees . f eel sure that it will 

be popular and tha t I 1ll have cause for pride i n owning a first 

edition of it . You r eally ha ve tne at~osphere of Hal ifax, as 

peculiar to 1 tself today as i n revolut ionary days . It 1 s an a geless 

city, isn ' t it? MacLennan mis sed it completely in Barometer Ris i ng . 
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Al thou we were living here when the Explosion occurred I 

spent a lot of time in Hali f ax and my impressions of the city should 

be simi lar to his . yet his book was as alien as Labrador when I read 

it , Clumsy puppe ts against a badly pai nted backdrop . 

I didn ' t answer the kind letter you wrote me in the summer , not 

because I didn 1 t a >J?reciate it but because I was loath to be come 

a nuisance . It was m9st thoughtful and k i nd of you to write at such 

a time when you were so busy . 

ender if H • .M . Y. 1 11 get a review in I'he Manchester '1uard1an? 

They do some reviews of books from this side , the better ones . 



El msdale . Nova Scotia 

Feb . I3 1942 

Congratulation~ ! The editors 

of t h e Saturday Eveni ng Pos t are 

n ot unmi ndful of merit, since they 

p ublished The Wedding Gift and have 

chosen it as o ne of t h eir best for 

1 41 . I liked it , too, but The 

Trumpeter should earn you the same 

disti nction in the n ext volume . 

That was a story . Was? s h ould 

h ave said is, because I ' m sure it 

will live in many memories for a 

long time . 
Sincerely 

B . '.1ran t myre / ,::Z ,;,~U;/ ±UC,,)/"<-
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Dear Thomas Raddall; -

Elmsdale , 

Nova Scotia 

May IS t h . I 942 

Please don ' t say , 11 Drat the woman ~ I ga ve her a slice 

of good bread and now she ' s l ooking for butter on it . 11 I neither 

expec t nor want an answer until mid - summer , when your book is 

successfully launched and , I hope , rising into the bes t seller 

class . It will be good I know , and better t han the poor fare that 

popular taste has had of late. 

I need some advice . Fi r st though I'd like to say 

t hat I 1 v e no illusions about my s tuff . There ' s such a lot I need to 

l ear n about writing I consider myself extremely lucky to have 

been received by t he Standard . It took me from 1 26 to ' 40 to f i nd 

out t hat t he short story isn ' t for me , as rejection slips can prove , 

(I ' ve a wonderful collection) . So when my first long tale was 

accepted, a nd t he next five , it seems like a pl easant miracle . It ' s 

even mo re mi raculous when I remember t hat first story . I was hal f 

way t hrough it when I read an article Py S . S . VanDyne , stating the 

twelve cardinal rules for mys t ery writers . I had already violated 

five of t hem . This proves some thing or other , doesn ' t it? 

',1'hat am puzzled about is what to aim for next . ,, riting 

for the Sta ndard at fifty ner seems to lead nowhere , but I can ' t 

hear any d i sta nt drums . The e ni gma type of story is exce l lent 

t r a ining , I think , i n structure bu t it gives one little scope ~or 



atmosphere , or s tyle , or character dffi linea tion . 

Our mutual acquaintanc e , Dr . Mantell , is anxi ous f or me , too , 

to write of Nova Scotia ' s past but while I ' ve had s ome success with 

h i storica l articl es ( The Shubena cadi e Canal , Lolil.is Mezanzeau , etc . , ) 

the people never come alive f or me i n s tory form . Besides that is 

a field be ing admirably tilled already by T . H. R. I met Dr . Viartel l 

for t :le first time l a st week . He seems a good egg but I imagi ne 

he was brought up on t £1e finer things of life a nd never went 

bare f oot as a boy . 

One t h i ng i n favo r of a mystery story , your friends may 

deplore your taste in gor e but t h ey don ' t suspect you of hiding 

bodies in t he cellar, or the Arch - Duke ' s diamonds in the rhubarb 

patch , while i n any other type of tale they are scanning it for 

hints of your personal i ty and deem your fi ction characters part 

of yourself . Rather a nuisance when one lives in a smal l village . 

i riting i s a hard game for me , but I can ' t he lp it . It 

r equires an enormous amount of self -discipl i ne , fo r I hav e such 

crowded days , t hat sometimes I rail a t myself for stick i ng a t it . 

Our house , respectable e nough on the outs ide , i s unfinished within , 

( when labor was plent iful we hadn ' t the money , now when we can 

buy f i nish not a ca r penter or ha ndyman is ava i lable to do the work) 

which means about t hr ee times the housewor k with wors e result . ':l e 

have four ch ildren , and because their surroundi ngs aren ' t ideal 

I have to see t hat the amenities are s tressed mo r e t han usual 1 with 

Company Days at intervals when adults and children al i ke behav e 

with the utmost courtesy •••• such a strain , but i t ' s good for t hem . 

rhen the re is t heir mental ~rowth 1 books , mus ic, pic tur es . have 

t o see to that for Tom is away so much now h e can ' t loom large in 

the educat ional s cheme . 



r om , my h u sband , is a t r a cto r operator, a v ery pra c t ica l man 

a nd a d ear . He is s o ver y quie t one couldn ' t suspect h ow 

romanti c h e is at heart . We ' ve been marri ed four t een years y et he 

has never changed . Remember that l i ne in t he immortal edi toria l 

on Dunki rk •..• . . when he endur ed pove r ty a nd hard work f or his 

c h i l dren ' s sake ..•. ? Tha t is Tom. ·t1hen I remember t h e bit t e r 

days of the depressi on and how s t eadfast h e has always been I 

c oul dn ' t tra mpl e on t h i s fo ible of h i s , but i t ' s hard t o c reate 

an a t mospher e of so f t l i gh t s , s wee t s tra i ns , and perf ume out of 

nothi n g , like p l ay i ng Pel leaB and Meli s a nde i n a p i a no b ox , and 

requires effor t , esp e cial l y when on e has a s e ns e of humour . 

All t h ese matters c ome fi r s t and t h en wr it i ng. type 

about an hour in t h e morni ng , f r om thr ee t o four or f ive i n the 

a f ter noon , from n i ne o ' c lock ti ll mi dni g.Ylt , with an inte r mi ss ion 

for B.aymond Gr am Swing . Thi s is t :1e weeltday p r og ram , wi t h somethi ng 

shor ter f o r weekends , or h o lidays . Bu t i t g ives me n o opportunity 

to pr a ct ise c r a f ts manshi p , t o labour ov e r phr ases , to polish and 

s --:-,ooth my sentences . It takes mjl an aver age of two months t o 

do one of the Standa r d tal es . I think ea c h on e out t o t h e l as t 

d etail be f o r e I star t to put i t on paper . 

This t h e n i s my p roblem . Given t i me in whi c h to achiev e 

a smoother , more fl exibl e style i s it poss ible that my mixture 

o f Hova Scotians and mur der wou l d prove pleasin g t o a wider public? 

Or would i t be wiser to s wing mo r e to t he provi n cia l and less t o the 

gory s i d e of the picture? And should I keep on wi t h the Standar d 

s tori es fo r at least the balanc e of the year? 

They 1v e paid on ac c eptanc e of my l as t, The lall:e Pippi n Myste r y , 

wh ich i s a s light upwar d l i f ti . All the others were publ ished f irs t . 

rhis tale is f r ankly a p o t - boil e r . The one I ' m on now I like muc~ 



better , at least it has more h onest writing in it . 

I do hope hav e not bored y ou with t h i s lon letter . 

You see I have no one who mi ght understand my problems . 

With t h e hear tiest good wishes for the success of 

your book , 



Lear Thomas .'.{addall ;-

I n horrified haste I 1m se nding my s i n c ere apologies 

for the distre s sing b reech of faith on t h e part of the St andard . 

Of cour se it ' s my fault ; if I ha dn ' t been so thr illed by your 

commen t about Serena , and ha dn ' t been writing to t he editor 

t h e day I go t i t I wouldn I t have quoted you , and then they 

wouldn ' t have printed the quotation . Ah me ! No fine sense of 

ethic s , I fear, whi le admitt i ng that mine mus t have been dul led 

a t t h e time . 

Had they only printed the rest . wh ere I told the edi tor 

what a thril l it was to receive su ch a letter fr om so dist ingui shed 

a writer , and how !.!_!:!Q i t was for h i m to wr i t e it . it would be 

a l i t tl e better . 

Anyway I ' m ve ry . ve ry sorry . It I s made me look at the 

newl y issued Lake Pipp i n Mystery with a jaundiced eye , ins tead of 

fine, careless raDture . 

Hop e the nov e l is p rogre s si n g happi ly . 



Desr fhomas Raddall ; 

Elmsdale \ova Scotia 

\ovember 9 I 942 

11 Hls Majesty ' s Yankees 11 has everythi ng one hopes 

for in a historical novel (and seldom gets) . do like it a,1.d I ' m 

sur e it will be popular, aJthough few will oe able to ap"1reciate the 

ei,ormous amount of research and dogged labour tha t ' s gone into it. 

en my way t o HaJ.ifax ~riday I called for mail and found tha t the 

publisher s had sent it so I took it along wi th me ~ read TI O'. s.,atcnes 

of it on ferries, street cars a.id bus while ev~ry dip into its pages 

made me more impatient to really re.ctd it . Lir • . artell was a trifle 

disanpointed i n t 1e jacket but pleased with your r eferenc e to him . 

I let him have the book while I was copying some stuff from .-:urdock ' s 

Hi story and t h e wri tin.gs of t he re,narkab l e Sherri ff of ew Brunswick 

-Malter 3a es . 

Yes , I like David . iou have evEry reason to be proud of 

him . 

If it isn ' t asking too much will you autogr aph my copy? I ' m 

sending it under separate cover . I ' m not an auto~_,raph hound but in 

v a rious ways and meetings I have '3:a !~hered a few autographs - - Bl i ss 

Carmen, oel ,,ilcox , Dr . Stewart , J , :i . Logan and I ' d like to have yours . 

i th earties t congratulations and hopes that H. !1: . Y" . makes the 

best seller list by 







Elmsdale , N. S . 

Oct , 3 1943 

Dear Lhomas Kaddall; -

At the risk of beinQ' dubbed a patient Griselda I must 

confess my motto for years has been I I t passes ' Not a particularly 

inspiring one but a good staff for weary narches . I've had to lean 

on it a 500d deal through 1943 for we have had deaths and illness on 

both sides of the family and with Tom still in Gape areton and my 

only brother in the army it has been up to me to be a tower of 

strength to relatives and in - laws . Fortunately my immediate 

family . except for mumps , meas les, mus ic lessons and a few 

adolescent vae;aries has i'."iven me no trouble . 

I have been ~writing in spite of all this . Standard has 

two of my mysteries now , one paid for and not published as yet , the 

other received barely _ three weeks ago . They are the last ,for the 

Standard , I think . 

don ' t quite agree with you about selling them for sixpence . 

I I ve had to learn so much about writing I really think I got all 

they N0rXN x~r were worth , that I was paid as much as I deserved . 

For besides the seventy-five bucks --- I told you they upped the 

price a trifle , didn ' t I? - - - I got encouragement and publicity 

and the assurance of a market . 

During the past couple of weeks have sent a Chrlst~as story 

to 11':acLeans . Toe fiction editor , returning one of my efforts las t 

spring , wrote that it was more suitable for a full length novel, but 



that they liked my style and hoped I would show them some more of 

my work . Then , too , r 1 ve finished and sent a short shor t to 

Liberty written last week end , so perhaps I may f i nd my publ i c 

, getting larger . 

:lad to shelve from last spring the novel I started, Lunar 

Rogue , but re - readine the two chapters I had finished has given 

me the urge to go on . I really think they I re good . It ' s in the 

1813- - 1814 period , did tell you? I ' ~ basing it on the book 

The Mysterious Stranger , Henry Moore(Moone) Smith , written by the 

warden of Kingston jail . It ' s in the archives . The fictiona l 

love story is woven through the facts known about Smith and as very 

little was known about the man except whei he was in prison, or at 

lar~e , I have plenty of scope for imagination . 

It won 1 t be His Majesty ' s :iankees ! :iou are such a craftsman . 

I 1m content to put ' she smoothed her kirtle ' and pay my gentle reader 

the dub i ous compliment of expecting them to know what a kirtle is ; 

you ' ll put the yardage , the fabric, the style so that they would 

recognize it if the wearer strolled along Sprin~ Garden Road thi s 

afternoon ! expect it all boils down to the fact that I ' m not 

fundamentally honest in the literary sense , perhaps no woman can be . 

I hold no brief for the anti - feminist but one has to accept one ' s 

limi bations .•• •••••• 

Duri ng the summer made the acquaintance of a .LI.rs . Jean 

1•18.yo . I . think you met her at a party some time ago •• • •• or it may 

have been someone else . She ' s a e;raduate of Oxford , has a husband 

in the Air Force , a little boy Timmie , and spent the summer at 

Enfield . Last week she went to 1•1ontreal . I do like her and wil l 



miss her a great deal . rhis is a neighborho'od of dull minds 

and a congenial spirit is rare to find . I fear that Jean is 

taineed with the Oxford urge to reform the world but as I 

disclaimed any interest in political economy, the underprivileged , 

Karl :fJB,rX , capital and labour and the rest she met me on 

p leasanted levels . She doesn ' t like Maugham much , but does like 

!lardy , Sp eaking of Maue;h~m have you read his Modern Prose rteadings', 

g ot it through the Book League . .•10s t of the extracts and stories 

had already read but his remarks throughout are a delight . 

This letter confirms my dread . I must change the ribbon 

on my typewriter- - - and soon . 

I meant to say this at the be ginning of my letter . In the 

Count of ;-1onte Cristo there was a chapter written around a 

telegraph . Remember ? It puzzled me for years for I knew the 

wirele-ss wa s unknown then . Now I know how it worked ~ Another 

€:xample of the kirtle . 



Elmadale, N. S. 
Apr il 23 1 944 

Dear Thomas Ra ddall;-

Congratula tions are in order, a nd whil e I was 

delighted to hear you had gained the Governor General's Award 

I do f ee l i t a somewhat tardy recognition of your work . Didn't 

the l i terary pundi ts read His Maj esty's Yankees? 

Goodness knows, I 'm not belittl ing the Pied Piper . Al l 

the tales are good , but one Winter 1 s Tijle I like best . I wished 

when I fi r st read it that you had written Barometer Rising! McLel l an 

is all wrong in his interpretation of Ha1irax at t he time of the 

Expl osion, somehow I feel he is echoing h i s parents and how they 

felt at t he turn of t he century; t here l s a colonial flavour to i t 

tha t be l ongs to an earl ier decade . I lmew Halifax from 1911, and the 

impressions , t he atmo sphere you have put in Winter ' s Tale, belong to 

me as much as young James Gorden . You have it , too , in the onl y 

newspaper ser ial ever followed • ••••• G of Halifax. 

But am glad you have t he award . I know if John 

Buchan has time to spare a glance earthward he will rejoi ce 

at t his year 1 s choice . Knowing Canadians he wil l not be too hard 

on the 



Elmsdale N. s. 
Mar.I 1945 

Dear Thomas Raddall;-

am sending you this copy of the 

Manchester Guardian whi ch reached me this week from England. 

You may have already seen the review on His Majesty's tankees 

-----and accustomed as we are over here to extrava~gant phrases 

its terseness ls disappointing--- but since to be mentioned in 

the Guardian la an achievement thought I 1d send it along. 

Fimlehed Medallion Murder for S tandard and 

am working on a short Christmas yarn for Chambrun. It pays to 

keep ones fences mended and so far I've not made the grade I 

hoped with our mutual acquaintance. Tom says it is becaue~ 

I haven't written what he wants but I wonder if there isn't 

something more subtle at work in my disfavor. The lady who 

introduced us, after being treated very well,I thought, by_ J.C. 

went a bit New Yorkish and has changed a gents(not with any 

marked r esults to date so far as I know) and I have an unhappy 

feeling that Chambrun may think I too, lack loyalty. Rather a 

delicate situation. 

A bit discouraging, for I've been using time on short 

yarns and stuff that could have been spent on Lunar Rogue, though 

I am philosopher enough to feel that any writing done will make 

L.R. that much stronger in the long run. I've a lot to learn! 

We have had a good winter with t he mindlmum of colds, 

the maximum of outdoor sports, but I'm glad it's MaahMarch. 

9pring, even with mud, is a gladsome time. 

Sincerely /,, 

(:JJU;UU<,, p ~ , '/ -



} 
Elmsdale, N.S. 

Mar.9 1945 

Dear Thomas Raddall; 
'Your letter arrived this morning and its contents s eemed to 

fit in so well with what I've experienced with Mr. Chambrun that 

I'm taking the liberty of asking for more advice. I enclose some 

of the correspondence between us. After reading it will you 

tell me if ethically and from the standpoint of good busn&ess I 

could submit a yarn direct to the Lacties Home Journal? I sent one 

to Chambrun wr itten a f ter I'd had received Mrs. Page's encouraging 

comment on 1 Erbert Winch, in which she said that 1~ was too dated 

now for the Journal but wanted to see more of my stuff. It was a good 

story. A couple of little boys a nd their worries on a Saturday, not 

much plot but it was real stuff . Chambrun s ent it back and wanted 

more pooblem in it involving an uncle •••••• I'm trying to show you 

that he real ly missed t he poln t of t he yarn •••• that children have 

troubles that loom so big and awful, and from an adult's viewpoint 

they're nothing . Re wouldn't send it to the Journal at all. He may 

have been right, of course, but he showed poor judgement in submitting 

Gold Below the .Barnacles to them ••• .-. it I e not the type at all for the 

Journal, s o he may have erred with this story The Dollar Knife. 

And now I've about fini shed a Christmas story and I fear it may get 

the same treatment from him, so do you think I could send it to 

Mrs. Page without bothering him? He has three of my yarns now 

but I have no h igh hopes f or them. 

Eleanor and Fletch sold t h eir Ha l ifax home last September and 

moved to New York wh ere they are living on E.43rd. St. The three bairns 

go to kindergarten a nd nursery school, a nd in the a f ternoon a woman 



• takes charge of them eo Eleanor .can pursue the Muse unhampered by 

family cares . Fl e tch le the daytime An swer Man for w.o.R. wd>rke a r ew 

hours and spends more on rea eearch and gets a fla t hundred bucks a week plus 

additional for commer cials so t he move seems to have been a profitable one. 

I don 't know who her new a gent i s . Her l ast let ter was a bit low spirited 

t hou gh she admit t ed a n a cceptance would change the color of t he world. 

l i stened t o some book reviewer from King 1 s last week-end, reviewing 

Ro ger Sudden and Merkel,s book . He wa s good !'or the most part. I was sorry 

he didn 1 t dwel l a little on t he ending of Roger Sudd en ••••• t he last two pages 

in my opinion conta i n some of your f i nest proee •••••• b ut time I expect 

was shor t. 

A f ew week s ago I too, was featured on the radio! Claire Wallace and 

her Robin Hood flour program. I'm a f raid it wa s t oo good a combination 

for her t o resist because she had Serena a nd me a nd Robin Hood Flour 

turning out wl th uni t ed effort t he fi ne st of cakes and pastry with very 

little str ess on our literary side. Mi ss Wal lace telephoned me from 

Toronto, talked- for half an hour, and though I did tell her I used Robin. H.F. 

I 1m sure I didn't say that t he idea of writing a mystery yarn came to me a s 

I was making a chocolate cake, nor did I tell her I was a good cook •••• 

however it cau sed a li t tle flurry i n the village. 

Remember me to your sister when you see her. ..1.·he war news is 

getting better hour by hour, isn 't it? I do hope her husband i s spared 

a l l but the ordinary, ha rd enough, v i clesitudes o f the sea. 

With many thanks for your kind l et ter, apologies tor the length 

of t his, 



E~msctaH , Nova Scot~a I 
Oct. l.~ l ;l"'t-:, 

Dear l'nomas Raaa.a.11.; -
I uon' t KnOW wnat to ao , s o as usua.1 

I o~~ger v ~her people, but if feeling guilty 
aboUt tresspassing on good nature helps I 
d o~ 

I ' m enclosing my latest Serena. Green Are 
the Graves Now (tritely re-titled Gr e en i s the 
Grass). I thought it mi ght do a ll right as 
a novel, expanded mo stly in the part about 
Hali f ax in t h e 1860 1 s, so I sent a synopsis 
to MacMi l lan ' s, and to show that Serena has 
a lready gained a modes t place in Canadian 
fiction I sent some of her other exploits. 

Miss Blochin has written me a l engthy 
l etter, of which I enclose a copy. I don' t 
know whether it's encoura ging or not. I don 't 
know whether I' m capable of balancing the 
melodrama in Green Graves with enough solid 

writing to make a decent book. In short l 1m 
like King J ohn' s Christmas •••• a prey to 
hopes and fears. 

IS ' a a curs e , having a knack for melodram 
and bathos instead of nobler emotions . 

Somet i me when you can spare a f ew moments 
will you skim t hrough t hi s yarn and tell me 
whe ther you think it worth while re-writing? 

I hope you are as swift a reader as I , tne 
I know it won 't take too much of your time . 

I t h ink I 1 ve made a mistake I ' d correct 
were I to do it again ••.• in the portions 



where one goes back I've tried too hard 
to g~t the old-fashioned atmosphere ana it's 
stilted. 

Now to other thins s. Remember your 
advice about Chambrun? Well, I didn't and 
did follow i t . I sent tha t yarn to the 
Journal saying i f t hey liked it to advise 
J . C. and I wrote to him and told him 
that I wa s doing it that way because I 
wanted it for the Canadian market i f they 
d i dn I t take it . They didn 't so I sold it 
myself. The abov e is a bit involved, and 
sounds devious but it worked out all right . 

He ha s finally sold ' Erbe rt Winch for 
me . To Ex tension magazine . I never 
heard tell if it, and it sounds like an 
offshoot of the Society for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge, but he got a hundred 
for it, so who cares so long as they ' re 
solvent. . 

He wa sn't i ntere sted in Green Gravec 
at all. 

Hope you don 't mind my persistent 
calls on your kindness. I wish my circle 
of literary f riends was wider then I 
mi ght not prove such a nuisance. 

,: urs s~ncerely / 

._/ fi'A :V,##./ ~ Ahl , / 't(__ 

' 



\ 

Copy of Miss Blochi n ' e letter . 

Oct , 11 

Deiir Mrs . Grantmyre: 
I have enjoyed Serena too. You ought t 

get her in the hands of some good American 
Syndiaate , and also with a n English agent 
who woul d send her soaring through i nnumerabl 

papers there and very li kel y into many popul a ' 
smal l books, such as the 2/6 edit i ons that 
sell so rapidl y for pa stime reading. 1 

The synopsis of Green Are the Graves No~ 
I have to admit kep t me at 1t unt il the l as t do 
wa s hung ! I mean it is a good my st ery, but its 
verges on t he melodramat i c that i t sometimes is 

almost amus i ng. I do not under estimate the 
possibil ities of the downright murder mystery , 
but if this were to be put into a real novel of 
earl y Halifax i t would have to be handl ed with 
such skill and finesse t hat i t would be a poser J 
for a master craftsman . There is some thi ng about 
old wine that demands old bottles; it i s hard f ~ 
us in this day and a ge to make the vi ntage 
potable. The bouquet in a lmos t paralysing. That J 
is one thi ng that always amaz ed me in 11 Gone 1 
With the Wind" All the ol d ' hokum 1 was there , an 
yet it didn ' t seem to be spurious or hackneyed. 
It is simpl y pure art . It is a chal l enge t o 
a modern wri ter , and if you fee l you can do 
it, we shall be gl ad to see t he resul ts . 



There is a firm in Toronto buyinB mater ial 
for cheap editions , particularly mudder mysterieE 

bu t I know you have greater ambitions for this 
story • . However he might also be interested in 

Serena and her do ings. He , I say, because I 
merely ·know the proprietor 's name •• it is Mr . 
Si mmons o!' the Magaz ine Di ges t, Toronto. I 
have merely heard t h is t o be so , and do no t make 
the suggestion that you submi t anything offlciar 

You shoul d go places with Serena. 
With thanks for your thought of us, and to tell 

you that I really did en joy the Toffania murders 
by tne way the stuff is supposed to be cyanide 
o f potassium. Yours sincerely 

A F . Blochin 



I llovember 2<nd,19',5 , 

Dear s . Orantayre . 

Sor ry to ha.Te been eo lon« &bout wr1 ti ng thia letter 
but I've been e:s:tre:11ely bus:, , Md u us 1 I 1Te neglect.ed wr correspondenct . 
I 'Te read GRID IS 'fflJ: GRASS r nd the copy of Ilise :Blochin 1s letter - - n.nd 
frankly I agree w1th her that the story la too ,ae}odr amatic . The e.ncient 
Italian po ison , for instance , The story would be Ila.Ch aore credible and in 
key if J.auia had used aome 9111. le fan1 poison and trusted to luck, Medica l 
science in 1865 YRS pretty crude , and the country doctors of those d.tl-y• 
woul d.n I t ha.Te lfflown how t o rectgnise a poison even 1! the;r Md 1:uapected 
it. And Serena ' s f'idn1ng of the diAry behind a secret panel is a deTic e 
worn out l one ago , "uch •ore na tural i f she fow,.d 1 t in &. 'J.1le of rubbish 
i n t he attic or an outhouse . 

But t he chief fa lt in the story i s in t he method. You start off by 
looking over ~erena '• shoulder , ao to apeft.k, e.a !h• r ea ds the diary . 

is is difficult enough to the reader, who finds hin1self watching a two-
ring circua - - t • modern one of Sarena and Cbrh , and the 1865 one of 
the Herons . 1'hen you haTe the Heron, t he:na elTH 1JUddenly coming to life 
in cha::;, ters or portions of cha-p \era , which add.a a third rin,; to your circus . 
And fin.all7 you haTe these 1365 characters therasalTew indulging i n ••~or ies 
of times _;>aAt , and there ' s a fourth rlnc. The reader's a.ttentiol'l i s 
dhtracted. by t hese continual j m11ps and f lashbfl.cks . Ju.st when yo.1. 're beg in-
ning to ca-nture the a t --oa ere of 1865, you Jump back into the 20th century . 
'J"hi• sort of thing 1a all Tery well for tho wtoviea, where the atmosphere 
ls ap?&,rent to the eye ( sounds like a pa.rad.ox. but you know whfrt I •etin) 
at •••ry change of :;>eri od. 1\at it '• a Yery difficult thing to bring off 
in print. ,,, 

If ,-ou B-re contemplating turjllt'! thh s tar:,- into fl novel . I su,;('eat thPt 
7011 drop Serena and the • odern chnrncter-a al t ogether and tel 1 the tale a s 
a straight piece of the 186o 1a . To11 • ould have to find ao1'1e better way of 
,;etting Richard out of the :British Ar,q . An officer conldn ' t be cashiered 
on a mere suspicion of rape i he would ha.Te to be conTicted i n a ch·il 
court fir11t , fl!'IA thel". it ,ro,1ld be A. 11111thr of his C1'1.,,'1e1 te11 1ng h i ~ t\e 1d 
netter sell J:lh co11111ss1on. and get out - - a qv.1te con'ln 0(;.C"u-e11ce i l'l the 
,::ood old de.y9 . 

There are one or two ainor points, Only a. Tery old lady' in 1865 • ould use 
ti. profusion of capital letters in wrl ti i,e ; tha.t f a shion ,rent out in the 
1820's or '30 's. Jfor would ltr s . GoodeTe be addr ~•ed in 1s65 as " htrus 
GoodeTe11 • It ,ro-.ild • Just pl a in. Viuus , "9 now. Tour d i a logue h , a a 
you ll&T , r a ther atUted. If yoa could run in t o the A.rch1Tes 11o'llla 
yo11 ' d get a lot of ruthent1c atmoa:,here fro• t he ne• a'Jloi,er file& of the 
period. e specia l 1.y t he lettera and atvertheioenta. 

Tel l , good luck and a ll power to you ? 

Sincerely , 



Elmsdale, N.S. 

Feb.19 194b 

Dear 'l'homas Raddall ;-

My timlng is usually poor, so when you get this 

volume you'll probably be too busy to autograph it and wish me 

lees anxious to keep my collection complete. Anyway, please 

sign Tambour sometime, and if you aren't too swift in sending it 

back maybe the kind souls who've asked to oorrow it will buy 

copies for themselves. 

who don 't buy bOOKSo 

Something ought to be done about people 

I had meant to write before, when the distressing 

news came aoout Dr . Martell, but somehow I couldn't fi nd words. 

I know what a loss it must be to you, as a friend , and ln your 

work. In a lesser degree I feel the same loss. Our acquaintance 

was still exploratory, in some respects superficial, yet looK..LutS 

oa:JA I remcm.,er ;::. l. gns anct vo<·t ente that now have special 

s1gn1 f ic.9:nce. He gave me a copy ot· that brochure of his about 

Halifax anct when I asKed him to autograph it he sald'Why nut wait 

...... nt .... 1 l hd.V t., pub .1 isheu a book '? 11 

t he 1' .1.y l ea f . 

St l .1.l , he i'i rut e nis n.:.1.me on 

A11d 01,c e when •N e 1,; ere t alking about philosophy, religion 

something on tnat line •••• and I had to confess I had no 

definite convictions, except that one must work out one's own 

salvation in thle and proba'bly a suocesslon or lives •••• he 

recommended the books o f Lewis', The Sc rewtape Let ters, Christian 

Behaviour, Broadcast Talks . These titles he wrote on a slip 

or paper, which I promptly mislaid. 



When my brother sent me a copy of P1lgr~m'e Regress from 

London hunted and hunted for that slip and couldn't find 1to 

wanted to see if that title was llsted. 

Yet, the ni ght before news came of hls death the blt of 

paper Just fluttered from my desk drawer ae I was looking for 

sometnlng el,se. 

I did like him. rhere was something so eternally boyish 

about him, and yet I think I've said before I don't think he 

had. had a r eal boyhood. 

We commiserated each other, those few years back, when 
were 

sickness and death••• playing hob with personal habits and 

freedom. I believe he told me that for three years he hadn't 

been ab~e to leave the city for half a day, so necessary 

was he to t he care of an invalid father-in-law. 

time, anyway. 

It was a long 

I know he had no great faith in my ab111 ty as a 

historical writer, which ls no wonder, but he was so helpful and 

kind he never betrayed impatience at my shortcomings. 

During the week wnen he wa s 111 I nact written, not knowing, 

to ask hie help and advice about loca~lng some reoorde f or a 

family I know. 

How empty the A!:Chlves now. How awful- he had to go, thus, 

when his work had scarce begun. How glad I Knew him for a 

l ittle 



Elmsdale , N. S . 
September 14, 1960 

Dear T. H. R.; 
With regret I've turned the last page of ' The Govemor 1s 

lady.' A fine book. One that goes far beyond the limits 
of its title for you 1ve humanized John Wentworth and 
g iven him the stature often denied him. 

My copy already 'carries your autograph so this time 
we need not engage on the bothersome post-and- re- post 
details to make it uniform with its companions . 

The first date on the Raddall shelf is Nov. 12 , 1942 ••• 
Hie Majesty's Yankees . Eighteen years of quality. 

With all best wishes, r egards to Mrs . Ra.ddall , and 
hopes for future volumes, 

Yours sincerely 

P. S . But who writes the blurbs on the cover? 
1 • •• sparsely settled island I Ugh l 



Dear r~. Grantmyre, 

I ' tt glad you liked GOI/Ol'OOI' 1 8 Lady• And 
J obnnio , "1l'twot-1:.h. he was rooll,.v on adnirol>lo character in 
ni.l> Ue..r i~u.ire davs , and his s tcry aft.or tbct Ls sinply 
the doolino end fall of a eooo nnn. Af'ter bis r oturn to Hcljj'a,c 
as Ciowel'flOr (where 1 cl-.x.o to end cry bocik) 00 8CX'.Xl ennk into 
thu rm:. ~"t by furx· bofcre hie.. or rat "" ho peroitted rr...nnie 
i.\J him inw ):~ , c."'Cl'l8t...nt.J..v See!.-:ir:;g n:ney and. fa'\'01" far 
hil$oJ£ , hi.e; i'ri.onds nnd relnt..ivce. Ho bocnne a ~!! m.itoornt, 
01n, t.o 9..!U,elch anyone wilo quoot.J..onod h:in wa.vs • end f'imlJ.y the 
i,jri.tiDh Gm.'et'l"D':Jm '-la gll'.d to ~ct rid CfJ? h.'i.n, D.nd the 1-0W.J. 
..;oc.uLoo were &lad to soe him go. 

vdLUy EtlOUCO, in 1..ho year he <.lioo l-11 a boo:ruinc house at 
vkl.lif('L.JC.9 bis olrl tolOion i n the :.ow f~~ohiro hills wns doo-
tro:,,c<l. Uy fire, ana t.L--e c1·c0t pine t.l"Se Oil . ..aunt. Delig.ht \,':'.:J 
o:oattored by < bolt c£ lightnill!; . His ~ - l.n F""1:sr.looth 
al.ill stams, end to thi.o ri,iy you °"" su::nd by the site of 
too At:d.JlSOll OOU..."fl end 008 tho west bedchru:i>e!- re Jd=i,, 
UEJatl t..o we.ten for :Fcnnie1:i ::d.CJlC!.ls. 

The jool-et l>lnrl> ir>i-uriatod • I t •= sk J)fnl tc!;ethm' by 
sea, haot:· l.rliot and oont off to the pl"1.,>te1-e without beiq,; 
chrel<ed by oo or Ir;, t lie 8'litor ,o lool:s after C1Y bcJ<:b at 
Doubleday' a (,c,.; Yo:-k of.'f'ice. ,pert from t he silly errors 
- t,OYO 5cotk. Q.rJ !.aknd - m'ld tho st.a~ that ! l1TI! 
in [ulifnx nnd wTOto e. book co lled tt t~ Soot:iD , t 'Q..l"den of 
the 1-orth11 - there w.s that line c.bout "bavi.nc friends 
vith John :luclllll!, l'onooth ?ci:>erts ,._r,:1 Theodore P003<M> t J r" . 
Tt hnve ooen ll!Cb. more cca:rot.o to so:y t.mt theoo tbrae 
oon oofr i.Ellded mo, a st.rug"'~ yotm..., \J'M. tGr woor;,, they bod 
never c.et. co tney hca befrteteed dollenc nf other!i . 

I t.rust )IOU are L~ eood hrolth and that JJ=I' pen iD f r u1 tful. 

Sincere1y , 



\ ~-ec~: o~ so .:._:~ : oo~.iced in the 
Chronicle-!~erald a lctte."' f'rcn Cl'lC Renneth , Lanlle. hAadod 
"::1.J.ladaJ.e , rt . 'i , n J-t-, U!''.';ed tJlO Cape :1r,at.Q!') ::?9Dp.1R to £:iVG 

hearing to T:1.r. Duck , who wa..~ thtm t.ryir~ t,o hirR a hall 
n t:1ooe ::;,a.r'.s. 

1 1-i<ln' t ~----'lJ 11fl.\C'~ ct';;-entirx.'l ~-:.. the t:l.tn . ::.:11 :i.~ .J:1,ms o:; re 
tbo.t t._ie letter..:write:• r:ust s-..irely be Ef::m!'.et.h l.esJJ.e~ the 
,e :..•3tw'. :il.e, 1x•,y• .. of .' "" oU..1. 1 uJ.o made qalte a £1,:ure in 
tho late 1920' s a.."ld earq 19'JO's. ~.· .. , ro\.~ a.bout :'!ova Scotia 
~.,d :-. : . I . ~:e nEr.:-mviel : llss Canan . nd soce or tro 
verso ho urote waa £ood CTIQteh t o o.p~r in prooimnt nei.-s -
po.pc~•s in r rltni.n and tha t' .S.,\ . 

eal.k-<l on me ~~aiie i n .l '.7.37 . t:e was the:., cruisinc atoJ.t t.he 
coo.st i n a converted Tancook flsliJ.nz-l.)Oat . Ri s c.u•rent hue 
,.-as t:..:.-:- an=iont ~s porj_JCtra.ted by t.he rn,:J is!'l ,~on t!"e 
I rish "1rl Hi;Jhlmrl ::Cot.s: hn t.aJ.k"'I a J.o<. e>f c,.el.l.c ( m-
w:~c.t '.-.: t:n,:z.ltt t-a~ Ga.ollc} Uc:x::-1!.>Cd '1ir.:Jolf oo :to.n 
anti- 1!::peri.C\lk--t" . Be pref'«1terl me with 1:JIO or three 
in:Jc1"il:.cd c ies o: tis r'..::.:,li.six.-..J 1)00U6 1 ~r.<leNeJ att 
.:l.G.::!.in . I nover suw h:i.n o.cain, fl.nd I never hoor cl t§ hini 
u:1til cbo..rt 1<;_:.o, w:.0n he ~-as ;,..1blls;:t.n;-; in t:ev 101·k .:. 
srnll r..01-iOCiell ca,lled "~.e!lt..:mt" bnt, qien).y Ca.nutl.at , 
and dcvoied to :scurri.1ous attac:ks on the " .C. Ch\lrch. 

- h.c!l t:1~ ar.ti, • .r.cr.r:1D1:ist fl)Ver s1=-rcad (Net' the U .c .A., slj.e 
turned u in ~entville, llvin; quietl;y with a lady oaid to 
be bis third lr__fc . GC\l, it OCOlUJ , hG' S living i:. your part 
of the provinc& , Do yru Imo, him? If :IOU do, rbops you 
can tcll uc so:-:e'.hi.n::: of his p~s:?':'Jt l.il'c . !. rc:nember him 
a.s a chor.ilin.; fella, , lazy and easye~, with o(r..e 'flloill-
hecdeJ. ide::t:3 r..QOOt life and :1istory, tl\.1.-t the :r.ak1.~s a 
cooJ mtiva poet . 

5incarely , 



Elmadale, N . S . 

March 19, 1961 

Dear T. H. R. 

On separate sheets I ha.ve written something of Kenneth Leslie 1s 

atay in Elmsdale. Not , I mus t a.dd, from personal knowledge 

in every- d~tail but from village goss i p . He is no longer a 

p:rope rty owher here, so the addresa in the paper was 

deliberately misleading. 

No_w may I ask you about a mutua.l acquaintance? Io 

you lmow if James D. Gillis is still alive? I used to write 

to him at Bad.deck. My last letter went unaiiawered ••• that must 

be almst a. year ago. 

Regards to Mn . Radda.11 . 

Beat wiehea 1 

c C ~4<,,~; u 



1111 



About liiix year& ago he bought an old, three-storey houae 

(built around 1855 as a boarding house for the workmen 

on the r a ilroad ) in Elmsdale . On two occasions he 

rented part o f the house :till: for some ri.on ths but 

preferred to live alone until, so he said , hi& 

wife would return from the States where ahe wa a 

caring for a s i ck relative . (He r name , I believe, 

wa.a Ol ga) . Ol ga never appeared . 

He acted as a supply preach~r in t he Elmsdale 

Presbyterian church, and in other parishes at 

S6 . 00 a Sabbath . 

He also taught in the East Han.ts Rural High 

School fo r one month . Although K.L . i s a college 

g raduate he could only teach on a temporary license 

a t $1000 . 00 a year . Since after deductions this comes 

to about &87 . 00 , he gave up the poet when he got h i s 

f irst cheque . He says • •••• and i t 1s probably true •••• 

the inspector gave him to under1tand he would 

have a much larger s&.lary. 

He was also editing h i e paper from Elrnsdale . 

I am not sure about the name . I only saw one copy . 

I think it was The Protestant under a new title . 

This paper, though it c l aimed to be •published 

&.nd printed in Elmsdale , N. S . ' was done e l sewhere . 

It was mai led from here . I found it bitter, dull 

and with a rather o l d-f&.shioned •radical' element • ••• 

This paper has , or had, many supporters and 

they often enclo sed money in excess of the subscription 

price . One l a dy , Zilla , or Zo e, was a generous monthly 

contributor to this 'cause •• 



One u.-rrnsual, and p l easant thing he did about this time .. 

Across the road were s even year old twins, nice little 

youngetera but most retarded. They were very shy and 

thel. r speech was almost intelligible . Ken tutored them 

for a year, an hour a day, with remarkable results. The 

following term they began school in Grade Two and 

a re doing fairly well . 

He ma de a trip to the u . s . s . R. in ' 58 , I think was 

the year. Other Canadian poete went, among them. Wilson 

Mac Donald . The trip was a t Soviet invitation and 

expense, of course . 

Two yean ago he sold his Elmsdale pro perty &nd 

bought a farm in Pictou county. He never lived 

there . Ine8ead he went to U. S . A. 

Olga, according to local gossip, and h e were divorced 

by this time . She subsequently married his nephew .. 

It waa generally sunnised that he would now 

ma rry ' Zilla I or I Zoe 1 • •• •• instead he travelled to 

Californi a, met and married a well-to- do widow from 

the Middle West, Norah . They returned to N .s . And 

are now living on Tobin Street, Halifax .. 

So the addreaa in his letter to the Chronicle-

Her&.ld was quite misleading . 

He is a strange person . Rather pathetic, perhape, 

though sympathy is wasted on one who manages his 

affairs in such a charming, devious manner. He wri teB 

little poetry nowadays , except for &n occasional 

one inserted in his paper. The l a test, I heard, was 

on the death of Patrice Lu.mumbo. 

He ca!'le to the house several times, presented me, also, 

with some o f his printed verse, hut his sojourn in the 

villae e was something of a disappointment. I had hoped 

for b rilliance and wit . 





r.arch 23rd, 1961 

Deer :'.rs . Grontmyre, 

T!>mlks for your very interesting 
Jctt.er .. r .. L. ' a lnf.est r-.atr;.oo:rl..nl 2.cq,.::.isiticn r.nwt be 
his foort.b at tho very l.Esst . r,e i'l.!)Ul'8d out long BEO 
t !:Zt o. poot. u mt hio d.nd an lot'ti.er tt:.iLge t h.an 
scrninc a living, mid the aiopl.est wo.y to do t hat wcs 
t o r .::.r-;oy a ·.;on.."ln wit...'li. plrrAt,y of nacy. His first was 
one of tbs r7o1rc, of R.c.lif'a."!. Wt.en he called on ne he-o 
t\w-cnty.-f'aur yecr.J C.....,"'O I..a l-01:-- hcd divcrc~ !rln .end !:e 
had n:i.rriod o. "Wealthy ft__.mer-ican wi.d0-1 conciderably older 
t".-lr.n 4 r:snlf ::IX! "~-th ra-:n.ly. She lived i.,i 
Ver:art, I believe. .Ind so it 1:ent. 'i'here 12s eood 
procc&mt for a n~ri tir:o poet ll 'r..LlJ ott u:,rncn reoot ot 
his life. C.G. D. P.ooc..--ts and Bliss C~zoc! the tr<lil 
lon~ c.eo. Of cc-~ .O::oberts wos c ecc-~ o..,"ld a sex 
athlete , u!:d.le COl"!!1'.!.."1 t-:.."""....s a centler:nn wtth a heart na 
r1icplc co a chllt ' s . r .L. io rro:-e i..1') Ca..""Oan ' a cl..-..sD 1n 
thn t ro.opect . 

I haven ' t hc.d any diroot vcrd frm J1r..mie D, GilliG in 
vocy lone t!r:c. : •n tcld th.:!t he ' ~ b!-en defin!tc.l:; 

off hi.s roct et- for quite • w"'..,Uo , and thot he is now 
in c _ vnte ho:n; ·t ti~~::. CP...r.,e to cc in e:. ro-..lndabout 
nny and I can ' t vouch f 01• i t. l did two er three rc:d1o 
intcrvi.m.-z tdt~ · 1, 1.-. E-oJ.i!'a:c 1., ' 45 . and cot r~s 
0£ thoo. This \iO.S befcro ta~ co.r.n into une, of course . 
nnd t he rodio pcop.1e re<lc t he ~ a oo p:Lottera of 
oORC er-,;,0.tc ?..9articlc roteril!l . After• plcyi..~ t.be,t, 0","8!" 
a fc,.; t.1:-x:a t l.o stl.:!f c::m to 1:."GO.r bc..dls. c.nd I l.:lid 
then a31(£ . I .1:Jmi.':Dd tb:lt n:aste~ .. recordiDC t!:llBt be 
topt 1.-i t..lle CBC llbrc.ry, n.~ 1:J:c.t oo::ic d.:ly I 'd~ t hem 
to ""'1:o " oow tope frro it., I mantialOd this te Lloyd 
r acln:!:.ic u'.)C!l to vis:1. • ' n:o hc-:o a yocr or oo c:;o. and 
he took Cl)' old l'OCCll'di!\:! back t o Hal.ii"ax with him. 

So:4--C:, in the CBC libr:lry found no t race of t.he orisin:ll . 
Their OJ:,.-:,erts di:j tho.1r bast to restore t.n..e old copy c.."'YJ 
took o. ~:po J."'rr.xn it ; but a.l.an , while CllO co.n recognise 
the voim or Dllhb ono can hardJ,y understmld a 
word ho onyG . A o:it pity, far tboee i."ltervi.eus brought 
f'o-~--th acx:r Gillic ~ ei;x;. suc?i as "the internatitn:U bound,-
a ry bet';.l'een Victori.a. and Inv~rness counties" . a nJ t.."'le 
way to restore old bam>1pes by o judiciru.:, ooaking or 
certain p<>rta io llaiskoy. 

i::c~ roea.~ . 



F.ll'lsdale , N . S . 

December 5 , 1963 

Dear 'Ihomas Raddall; 

Perhaps in another fleven weeks--- thoueh I doubt i t --- I 

co11ldn ' t write of the Wines of Nieht 'T' .V. production wi-f;h such 

whole- hearterl ap:proval as I feel now hut for once I ' ve been 

able to watch n half- hour play( or ?21 l'lin . isn ' t it?) without 

detectine some stupirl T'listake or inani ty that destroys its mood . 

Frankly this,to me , is the first C. B. C play with inteerity of 

direction . I like it . 

Of course I liked your hook and since the director had 

it to start with the play was bound to be eood . Conrrratulat:l.ons ! 

If the sane hieh standard con tinues, as I' m sure it will , throue;h 

the rel'lainine weeks the rest of Canada will see and learn sol'\ethine 

of Nova Scot i a as it really is . 

With all best wishes to yon and Hrs . Raddall , 

Sincerely 

/$ukl1rt1 



Decenber 7/ 63 

Dear :"rs . Grantrnyro, 

I t was ve1'7{ good of :yo1..1 t o write . 

I t hought the first episo:ie was rather jerl..-y and incoherent , 
althouch I realise that the first one cust intr oduce the 
scene , the chief che.racters, and set the plot. all 1n less 
than t hirty minutes . 

I dislike t he TV ( and for that matter t he oovic) practice 
of preparing a shoot.in: script solely with the vi'"' of 
econany mxl efficiency in t he pr oduction. This c:eans doing 
bits and oections one a.fter the other while the actors are 
assembled in one particular s cene - regardles s of the actual 
story ooquence . Thus, unless ol.l the actors have read the 
novel carei'ul.ly beforehand ( few dol ) they havo no real 
idea of woot each of those bits and pieces n:eans in the B9n-
ernl plot . They rely utterly upon t he director for all that, 
and no matter how good " director r:iay be there is a tendency 
to merely recite the given lines while putting on the facinl 
and other rucpressions that be suzgosts . 

J ereey .:Ukin 1.a a eood stae;e actor ns vel.l as a TV actor, 
whereas Jinoy Doc:tio.n 1s a TV nnd movie ea.:o , wit h no exper-
ience of the st.ace . On lorotion here 1:ilkin told ll13 t hat 
the audience getc far better acting in a. stage pl.ay, 
sinply because a stage play is dooe in ito proper sequence 
f'rom the very firot rehoorsal , and evoryone in the cast 
lm()l,1S what it' s all aboo.t, step by step, and can tbrc:M hi.'!:-
sclf or bernelf into t he part. accordingly. "In Tv or R9!i 
I'lOVie work you 're told everything you' ro suppooed to do, in 
dinjointed shots , ond there' s no sense of contimdty,. no 
feeling thnt you' re acting out a story in real life. " 

However , Ron f'.'~n is an excellent director nnd hp knew 
the story intimately, so I ' m hoping t hat the play will 
really get going in t he next instalment! ¥:ost of it was 
shot i n Toronto, and I wasn 't consulted on the scroen p'L'.l;v, 
::;o I know no rnora abazt it t han you do at t he present time . 

'.y w'.Lfe joins c:e i n kind roeards , 

Sincerely, 



Thomas H.Raddall 1 

Liverpool, N .s. 

Dear T.R. 

Elmsdale, N.S. May 7, 1965 

I intend to apply for a Centennial Commission- Canada Cot.mcil grant . Before 

making a decis ion they ask for comments from three referees so, presuming on 

old acquaintance, I trust you will be one of my trio. This is my project. 

I want to write the history of the Shubenacadie river. It ' s fascinating,I 

think. A waterway for the Indians, Pere ui!Dutre 1s 'mass house I at Shubenacadie, 

the Acadians, Titus Smith ' s journey along its courses in 1802( his journals are 

in the Archives ) , the &iglish settlements along the river especially Maitland 

and the ship-building there, the Shubenacadie canal • • • • there 1 s a wealth of 

material about this river Shubenacadie. I feel a carefully researched book 

on it would be worthwhile and I think I can write it but I'm past the s tage 

when enthusiasm for a writing project is sufficient reward. I could not, now, 

commit myself to a long year' s task in blind trust. So \Ulless I get a 

grant the river must wait for a chronicler. 

Since I feel we share a certain writer's integrity I know you will not 

debase it by half truths end, if you think this project beyond me , will say so . 

With all best wishes and kind regards to Mrs. Raddall and yourself, 



Dear Hrs . Grantr.lyre: 

I have sent oft the to t o the 

Centennia.1. Commi ssion. with a good rocornmandat1on t or 

your history or the Shubenacadi e River . AM 1 hope t he 

Canada Council will l!Lake t he &rant . 

It ' s an excellent project vith most interesting mat-

erial. . 

Don ' t .torget Fort Ellis ; t he tanning projec t s ot Admiral 

Sir Alexander Cochrane·.("Admiral' s Rock " etc. ) on which 

he spent a great deal ot his War or 1812 prise money; 

but undoubtedl,y y-ou know all t hat . 

Wi th every good wish. 

Hrs. Barbar a Granb!lyre , 

Elrnadale. N. S. 



Elmsdale , N. S. Aug. 6 , 1965 

Dear T. H. R; 

The postrian ' s strike delayed the letter from the Centennial Col!ll!lission 

written July 27 so the adage 'Ead news travels fast ' is sometimes incorrect . 

I got their refusal yesterday afternoon . 

Naturally I'm disappointed though the hardest part is telling folks I ' ve 

been turned down . All SUJ!ll!ler I've been gettine material with increased enthusiasm 

for the project .. On July 1st . Brenda and I took out' outboard from the mouth 

of the Nine Mile River( where Captain Owen and his company spent the night of 

Sept . 20 , 1767) down the Shubenacadie to below Milford . I had a copy of his 

compass readings and could compare them , approxirnately , with a col!lpass in the 

bow. We saw his 'tall , high rock with a rivulet at the base . Starboard ' 

marked how the courses of the river have changed little in 198 years, and what 

was most strikine of all at the spot N . E. 'by E where Owen ' s boat was stopped by 

•upwards of a hundred trees some of huge size ' that choked the river so that they 

had to drag it up the bank , put it on r ollers and t hus get round the obstruction 

were halted by floatin13 debris , not t;reat trees hut old boards , branches 

and cartons carried there by the tide . We turned at this point . 

I got a copy of Flayer ' s Journal of the March on the Shibenaccadie from 

Ottawa , too . Did you know that their 8'llide took them alon13 the WEST side of 

Grand lake to get to the source of the river? I 11!l sure you do , of course . But 

every time we •ve been there this year I could see those poor devils slogging 

along the far shore so l!lanY extra weary miles , and cRn ' t help but admire the 



restraint of I If a Pq.rty after corning to the first Stream instea d of proceeding 

by the Western side of the lake should cross the Stream( for it is fordable 

in the dry Season) and !'larch on the Eastern side , it would cutt off at least 

Six mile . 1 

And Admiral Sir Alexander Inglis Cochrane ••••••• the Chancery suit •••• 

Ville Hebere •••••• the Micmacs ..... These are only a fraction of -t;he tales to tell . 

I hate to give up the project . He len Creighton suegests that I 

try to interes t the provincial eoverru!lent , per Jerry Redmond , in the idea 

of a subsidy for the book but I fear it would merely lead to more disappoin tment . 

Certainly I can ' t do it alone . It would be sheer folly . To date Lunar Rogue 

has netted me about S268 . 00, and while singly the yarns in A Rose Bbr Minnie 

Nullet sold I!lUch hieher the collection itself has broucht in only +-,he $200 . 00 

advance royalties . So The River Shubenacadie , published on -t;he same terms , 

coul d hope for no better success . 

On the other hand ••••••••••••• 

I began thi s as a note of sincere appreciation of your efforts on 

my behalf instead I ' m euilty of a rambling apistle . It'B still sincere and 

full of thanks . 



Elmsdale , N .. S . 
April 21 , 1972 

Dear T. H. R. ; , 
As one of my earliest sponsors •••• 1966? ••• 

this nay interest you. At long last the Canada 
Council has given me a grant ' to research and 
write the history of the Nova Scotian river , 
Shubenacadie . ' ~,,.,~ / 



April 24 , 1972 

My dear Mr s . G. , 

I ' m delighted to know that 

the Canada Counc i l has come across at last . 

Your project deserves the grant far more than 

a lot of othe r s , Mordecai Richler and Margaret 

Laurence , for example , have tapped the fund 

wi th the greatest of ease , for nothing of 

value to Canadians , Both prefer to live i n 

England and wr i te on cosmopolitan s ub jects , 

and both are well off financially . 

There are others , closer to 

home , who have us ed the Counci~ simpl y as a 

s ource ot easy ,money . But enough said on that. 

I know that you will do a 

f i rst rate J,ob on the Shubenacadie , and I ' ll 

be del i ghted to r ead the r esult . 

Sincerely , 

Mrs . Barbara Grant myre 

El msdale , N. S. 
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