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,..., IV ? t · 
You have aske me to speak to you about the rel ation 

between econdary chool s and Co ~leges , and , i n a s ense, I f i nd the situa tion 
a. Tr-ft i e humourous , - as t hough 1 were e sked t o speak a.bout the r elationshi p between 
parent and child, or between a tree and i t s leaves) Clnd yet, with the ful l 
knowl ed~e t hat t he r elationship between cho ol and Col l ege has been ma~e a s ort 

1t J 

of t heo l ogi cal mys tery , or like those philosophical puz zles when we are i nvited t o t _. t 
t hrow a br i dge between t hought and i t s object , or t o 4:-:raxeJ . acrNiB Biil ••he 11~,t,a ... r.f.,,...,_,..c-,,.,t 
phdrsi ca] liP.i.~ee-. i nvol ved in s uch an express ion as "the as soc i ation of i dea.s it. 

1-r..c..rc. v .i, 

Let us begin wi t h the rela tionshi p , fi r st of al l , which no one 
deni es: Al most all the ~terial we get i n t he Lni versities has been through your 
hands . To thct extent you teach, and we t each , t he same people, a nd you teach 
them at the earl ier, and consequently , the more important stage . But here the 
parado,.. ent ers : VJe, in the Univer'si ties , take up a detached a tt i tude and treat 
you a.s though you were not eng& ed i n the same pr ocess a s we ourselves . It is, 
perhaps, nat f'ual th&t , at the first bl ush , we should compl ain if the mat er i a l we 
receive f rom you i s defi c ient in any way . But it seems to me highl y unnatural 
t ha t we should divest our sel ves and t he r es t of the wor ld from r esponsibility in 
our complaints . 

The pla i n fact is, of course , tha t the mat e r ial we have 
been getting fr om your hands fuas gr own po orer and poorer i n the last few decades . 
It is al s o s. f act t hat we have compl b. i ned more a nd more about the Schools i n t ha t 
period. You don' t ne ed t o ac cept my wo r d for t ha t . I t ha s been sta ted over 
and over ag i n publicl y fo r many years. Onl y last month it was stated agai n, by 
t he President of the l ar ges t Canadi an univer sity, t ha t wherea s some Unive r sities 
in anada compared very f avour abl y wi t h Universit i es i n Europe, it had t o be admitted 
t hat the produc t even of our best Canadi an chools were between one and t wo years 
hel ow the ur opean standard . I am afraid th d I , myself, should demur the 
f irst pa r t of ~1is comparis on, but I must confess that I am acquai nted with no 
per son competent to j ud e who would demur t he compari son as to chools . 

What I wi sh t o make cl e&r, however , i ~ my pro tes t agai nst 
t he attitude t hQt School s and Unive r siti es a r e suf fi cient l y separate for one to say 
to t he other "You are so- and- so, whereas we are t hus-and- thus". The connecti on 
between the chool s and ol l e~es seems to me to be organic , and ·tis as s i l l y f or 
Colleges to blame Schools as i t would be f or the arm of a man to bl ame hi s leg ; or 
if blame must ~e aDport ioned, t hen where Schools are a t f&ul t t he Col leges and Uni-
ver s it ies are mor e to bl ame t han the Schools . le t me be concret e a t t h i s oint : 
I have lived and orked in one provincial sys t em wh ere t he Hi h chool s are alto-
get her s taf fed i nex ert t eachers . Anyone will admit a t once t hat however loose 
and di s jointed"t he rligh School curr icul um may b~ i n &n:y cas e, it consists of subject s 
which di ffer ext r emely from one another , both in content and i n the method in whi ch 
they must be t aught and le0.rned . onsider Mathemat ics and l angua::,es, f or exampl e . 
Aft er t he fi s s t e l ement ary stage of .r•at:hemati cs, memory pl ays a very small part in 
-eth:. '"' · t, ,. , , 1 is highly important i n the a qui i t i on of the elementary pr o-

ces ses - th t i me -tabl e and s '.-.ch thin,s s . But a fter tha t , a s eve yone knows , 
i t is =;;:i 0 1 1,w uni mportant , there come into play a capac ity fo r r ea soning 
by symbol s , an by processes t Lat are e..lmo st occul t . 1:lut , in the acqui s i tion 
a employment of foreign languages, memor y i highly i mp or tan t a l l the ?ay through . 
fJlhe stu ent at fir s t is confronte with a mul titude of fo r ms whi ch he master by 
memo r y , an by memory on . Li,ter he ha s to memor i ze rule s, &l'.l a l ay h has 
to emem"be a vocabulary an 1. 1.oms , nd so long as he u es tl.c-t l anguage, eit her i n 
r ea i ng , wr it i ng , or conver ation, hi s skill i s condit i oned by hi powe of memor . 
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I H' st ory, s.g&in, a i ffer ent ort of mental proce ss comes in. He e • t will 
ot do ei t her to r eason abstractly , or to remember slavishl y . In a diti on t o 

r ea oni :og , an to r emembering , &he stu ent must g ive fu 1 play to his imag inat ion, 
an t o every human sympathy he posse ses , o the book of the past will re i n 
f o h im a s oethe said , "A book se 1 d with seven eals" . IIJ'ow, ther is hardl y 
anythi ng i n common to t he teach i ng of t he se three gr oups of subj ects, an you will 
observe t hat I have no t run through the entire list of subjects whi ch are t aught 
i n our Schools . 

Now, all of us have known te chers who were ble t o teach 
t hee ifferent kind of sub j ect . I supnose t he i deal teacher woul be t he 
one to t each t hem al l . But , i n mo t cas e , the School Board, and the School 
Pr i ii'cipal, would be content to find a teacher excel l ent in t he teaching of say , 
History an English Li terature , or one who coul d t each l anguages , or one who could 
teach Kathematic s an Elementary Science . 

Keeping these obser yat ions i n mind, l e t us return now to 
the provinci 1 system ~ w1ich I have c ite C,n ill ustration . Except for one or 
two i mpo r ted Old ountry t eachers, t 1ere is not i n t hat l rovince , from one end to 
the other , a teacher of Mathemctics , wh o has had any special trai ni ng i n Mathematics; 
or a t eacher of Clas sics, or Modern Language~, who has had any special tra i ni ng i n 
either, and hardl y any who have had any special tra ining in a 1y of the other sub-
jects . Ar e t he chools , t he chool Pr i niipals , or the School Trustees, to bl ame 
fo r t h is state of affa i rs ? I know of School Boards , and I" know of School Princi -
pal s, in t hat Prov i nce , who have aga i n and again canvassed t he Universi t ies wi thi n 
i t s f r ontiers fo r such t eacher s , But t he Universities in question do not pro-
duce them. ea rly a l l t he High School t eacher s t here ar e expecte to have a 

. A. degree . But there ar e no special courses f or t he B. A. degree . Mat he-
matics , to take one of the most i mportant of all sub j ects , i s not obligatory fo r 
the B. A. egr ee . I t i s , of course, obligator y f or those Univer sity students who 
ar e going t o follow an adva nced course in §c i ence. But none of t hese student 
ever ente r the sc ool-teaching prof es sion. Consequently, t hroughout that Pr o-
vi nce, t he t eachers of Ma t hematics ha ve, t hemselves , had no more Mathemat i cs than 
the up ils t hey are t eaching in the Matriculat ion grade . You can cal l such a 
state of affa i rs incr edible, i f you like. I t woul d be incredi ble i n Europe. 
I t woul have been inc redible i n Canada , a t l ea st in the parts of Canada which I 
know bes t , a generat ion ago. And yet this scandalous s tate of affa irs exis t s, 
has exis ted f or yec,rs, and no one seems t o be paying much a t t ention t o i t xcept 
t ha t i n t hat Province t he Univers i ties c ur se the Schools f or ~ailing to send them 
st udents ltho are wel l prepared i n Mathematics . It i s quite as bad i n Class ic s. 
so-calleJ t eacher s of Class i cs, i n t he Secondar y chools , have had no Greek wha.t over -
t hough Greek i n our scientific age is of the ut most importance, and though it is, 
fo r t h e Univers ity s t udent . of Science , and of 11fathemat i cs, and of Lit eratur e , and 
of Hi s t ory, and of Philosophy, at least fi fty t i mes mor e important t han Latin . 
But cons i der Lat i n : The Universities I am speaki ng of r equire, for the B. A. 
degree, one year of Latin. Consequently, t he t eachers of Latin i n t he Secondary 
Schools have had only one stage more of Lat i n t han t he pup ils they are teachi ng in 
the Mat ricul ation grade. ow , I th i nk it i s easy to demonstrate that the neglect 
of t he more diff icult subjects, such as Mathematics, and Cl assical languages, i s to 
be a scribed to for ces out side our Schools and Uni versit ies altogether. But I 
t h i nk you wil l agr ee wi th me t hat i n the situat ion I have portrayed , it is ut t erly 
ridiculous for the Univers itie s to say to the chool s,"You ar e t o bl ame f or t he 
negl ect of Ma t hematics and Clas sics. " But t hat i s exactly what has been hap~ eni ng 



- 3 -

for many years . I t h ink t hat any of you here woulds ay, "Surely tr ~ teacher s 
in the Secondary Schools, and the teachers in t.rie Universities, and everJrone else o 
in t hat ,Province, i nterested in education, ought to be laying their heads together 
and r e-4llforci.ng one-another in every conceivable way, inste d of indulging in mere 
b ickering" . Meantime , the parent of children in that Provinc e realises, often in 
anguish, and often i n the bitterest discontent, that he cannot find chools for hi s 
children as g ood as the Schools he himself attended. 

When t h i ngs a re bad, t here i nothing like l ook:i_-ng t he devil 
i n the face . I have spoken ab o t the forces outside t he Schools .and Colleges 
which make for the comp lete neglect of t hose studies which are both more difficult 
and better worthwhile. Educetion, as you an 1 know, i a two-fold process . . 
It means l earnin as well as teaching , an~ of the t wo, t he lear ning i s far the mor e 
important . There are proverbs in at lea t half a dozen l anguages t o the effect 
that a g ood teacher can make little out of a poor pupil, whereas a good student 
can hardl y be spoiled by a poor t eacher. No~ the world today i s organised agai nst 
the lear ner. The men and women of my generation have loaded the dice against him 
in e very conceivable way. We have f urnished h im with, nay, ~e have f orced up on 
him, the most insidious and luring distractions . If you wil l stop fo r a moment 
to thin.~ of it, nearly all t he diff~ s bet ~een the worl d which ~ ch ildren 
f ace and t he world we faced a t t heir age, - the highly illustra ted paper and mag&zine, 
the movie, the automobile, t he radio, t he- tele ... il:. e:rxe , organised athletics, - are just 

ny colossal hindrances to r eel st1.dy. lt ' s not just he tin lost9 for e iou 
ing and thinking . ere i an almost complete lack of opportunity for self-
es ion, ands lf- se tion. 0 childr n know thousands of t n ings out Ho 1 ,_ 

, oo , a.i. the str in s of automobiles, an A.r.1erican baseball scores , and the speed 
of aeropl ne , that we never r amed of . But all this v st 1-ore ha been raine 11~ 
in upon them, while their minds have been in a con i tion of inert ~ -~ - The r 
boy, who,a generation as o, learn to hitch and handle a team of horses , ha acr 1eve 
a moral mastery over oth r wil ls t::i.an h is own, that no bo • can learn to ay by ticklL:ig 
a carburetor . If you stop to think of it t hat wor " elf-s tarter" spells a different 
moral world . An diff erent moral worlds are felt overnight in the chools . If 
we teachers ju t eflected on the ifficul ties, I think we hould ei ve up 1\. It i a z.,-., , 
harder world for teacher, so far as my knowledee of hi s tory goes, than any orl in 
the past . But ve must also remember that it is a harder world for students than 
any worl t h t has been. It won' t o for us just to tell the students all we knew 
an 11 we had ach ieved at their age . In their hearts they are really a lit le 
amused at us, and believe that their little fingers are ~1icker than our thigh . 
But we have the advantage of age and experience . qe ought to be fil l e "ith mellow 
sympathy for them, as iel] as for ourselves , and we have , as I say, to look the devil 
full in the face, and make a fresh start . Life is difficult , education just as 
difficult . But both are more interesting on that account . 

It is precisely ~ " this-'i11." ,'0lt,~commonplace, it is , 
thet I venture to suggest ~ he first step of the way out . , e do all believe t hat a 
problem is more i nteres t i ng ,in proportion to its difficulties, do we not? Very well 
then, Shoul not Algebra be more i nteresting than the ,.comic cuts ? .. Some of you 
will shake your hea s over that . You ill think that , much as l have moralised ab out 
them, I do not knov. the youth of to ay. A good mahy of you, who admit the premiss, 
will think that we have arrived too rapi l y at t he concl usion. Let me cl ear the 
gro und by one or two observations: 

1 . The boys and g irls at High School today, an I speak of them with very 
special opportunities of knowing them,seem to me to be bore to eath by their 
so-called amusements. Tney ha had a diet of spice and dessert so long 
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that t hey are surfeited and naaseated i n a reaction t hat is almost physical. 
Their ~hole being cr ies out for somet i ng to chew on . 

2 . Most people today , even t hose who are connect ed with High chools, when 
they speak of the yout h of our time, mean all t he yout h of our time . ut 
I am limiting my argument to t hose who are capable of such t hi ngs as Algebr a . 
One of the gr eat misfortunes perhaps about ~ "'t> Eucl id is t hat t he phnase 
used f or gener a tions about t he f ifth proposition in h is first book is no longer 
knovm ar r ecogni zed. It wa called t he "Pons Asinor um" . And so long a s 
Euclid was t aught, it was recogni zed by teachers that t here were two classes 
of human being s - t hose who could, and t ho se who couldn' t . 

Now. then, to r et urn to our argument . I say , and l know, 
that it is a crime on t he part of his elders to offer a boy, who can do Mathemat i cs, 
t he comic cuts and everythi ng else of t hat kidney. such a boy will thank , f orever, 
t he t eacher who ppreads before h i m the f ascina t ion of A~gebr a and Trigonometry . 

I venture to make t he si mpl e suggestion t o you, t hat t hat 
sort of s tep, is the beginning of the way out . It • s a simple , commonplace, sugges t i on . 
Try to use your best material, j ust as you select the be s t seeds for yoLr gar den , and 
lat er give t he likeliest seedling light , and air, and s pace, by thinni ng out t he weak-
lings . 1'!e have tried pretty nearly everythi ng , but common sense . V/hy not fall 
be.ck on common sense ;· and apply it rigorously fo r the next t en yea rs ? Some pa rents 
will tell you tha t you under es timate t he intelli 0 ence of t heir ch ildren . Some 
I nspectors wil l tell you that you are carrying a b right boy or g i r l far beyond the 
requi r ements of t h e curricul um. You may require to be a serpent and a dove i n one , 
and it may be wi se to cherish your programme in secret wi t h those who understand i t . 
But t he results after ten yea r s would put you beyond the criticism of b ish ops and 
princex. 1s t,,...,µ_ 

Let me tell you i n a word what th practical / result would be, 
an this brings us f ul l circle t o the probl em with which we start ed: ~ the relat i on 
between chool s and LJn i versi t ies. The res ul t of such a c ommo~ pol icy in the _ 
Schools with say half- a-dozen ch il dren i n a hundr ed woul d be t hat some Hi gh Schools 
would bi c ompelled by mat hematical neces sity to i n s itute an Upper School or Post-
mat ricul &tion School; and ~ a i f ferent kind fr om anythi ng which exi s ts i n our 
mi dst today . Time an again in visiting Schools, which ha ve no such outl et, I 
have remarked a boy or girl i n a fo r m who is abso lutely i dlir,g , and als o discour§,g i ng 
and bedevil ling the r e st of t h e f orm, through being able t o do t e set t a sks :Chtly 
and eas ily . The old way of deal i ng with such a boy was to shove him up one form, 
or t wo f or ms , to the place where he belonged . But, of cour se , such a common sense 
method resul t , occasional l y , i n findi r~ a boy who can matr icul ate , or f i ni sh ~i s Hi gh 

chool cour se, at t he age of 14. Now, it woul d be qui te wrong to s end such ~ boy 
t o ol l ege . He has a laeady been at certa i n disadvant age s in mixin wi th hi s 
seniors i n age . But whet he r a boy i s going to go on to College or not , he ha s 
certainl y made good his title to f urther i ndulgence i n i ntel lmctual pursuit s before 
he l ung es i n t o the welter of ea rni ng h i s l i ving . Let h i m stay at Scho ol a coupl e 
of year s longer , h ving no f ormal clas ses of the old k i nd , but be i ng enc ouraged bo 
study a nd work f or hi msel f under t he gui dance of hi s Hi Gh School teachers . They 
wil l not have a s much t i me f or h i m as t h ey had i n t he l ower School , but he will be 
t he delight of t heir exi s tence by affordiru th em an opportunity f or brush i ng p : he 
mor e adva n ed parts of t he i r own par t icuh.r s t udi es . He will be a s t andi :ng ob jec t 
l esson t o the chool , t hat m&t r icul a t io~ or school-leaving, examinat ion i s not 
t he '1.1.- all and t he end- all of the cour se . 

..... 

"Oi-", but you will say , "not every Sch o 1 has t eacher s compe t ent 
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t o su ervise such advanced studies.Ii. Perhaps not . But at l east t here a re~ · 
s everal School s i n any Pr o i nce with suffi cient s t a f t o do such ork . And hi s 
i s an economical way t o do i . No chool, and no sys t em, has t he right to years 
of such a bright boy •~ life by l i mi t i ng hi m to the t r·eadmil of is duller ma~ s -
nd i f it costs a b i t of r ail way f ar e to send h i m el sewhere f or a year or t wo, he has 

ear ned it, and shown his t itl to i t . I f thr ee pu i l s i n one hundr ed wer e dealt 
wi t h i n this way , and never ent on to Col l e eat al l , t here would be an i ncredi bl e 
enrich.'Tl3 .,t i n our intellectua l s tandar ds . But some of t hese Uppe r chool pupiil s 
will be able t o go on to the Univers ity . I cannot imagi ne a Canadian University 
neglect i ng t o make special provision for such pupil s , if they were poor in money•~~--.,. ~;~ 
And it is just these pupil hat the 0anadian univers i ties must have ii hey re to a.I 
rec1.eem themsel e s . I do not agree with the st tement that the stai rd - of our ,.,.,.. 1 
ana. ian Univer itie s are a s high a s tho e of Eu. opean Univer ities ){n they a. re l ow 

because we are not gettir g a ew pace- setter in our cl a.s s . ·f we had a few 
boys ent ri O' who had two more year of Mat hematic than i require by ou present 
low mat i cul a t ioi standar we coul do many thing that ot do nor . In th 
f i r s t pla ewe coul d hav honours tirat. ematic co ses , to t ra in math mat i cal teachers • 
.An again all other cour e , in cience , i n il osoph , an E onomi cs , forwnich If.a the-
matic s ar an ·ndispens i bl e prelimi na ry, woul zr ~at leap for ar . Aga in 
af a f ew boy came to us who had been t aught Geek a e 1 as tin ,e could have 
a r eal U iversit cour s , s uch a onl y one Qahadi n Unive rsi t at present h s, in 
C as ic , and t ur n out ahe smal l t ickl e of classi ca scholar s , whi ch is an i is-
pens ib l e mi ni mum i f L·terat e , Histo ry , c ience , Ph il osophy a La, are to cont i nue 
i n our mi ds t . An so with Mo ern Languages, and ith ev rything els • 

I a maki ng s· ple suggestions, I intainl e of which 
are either i mp os:sib le or fanta t i c . .An y t you ill see that I look forward t o 
a great change, an I pre upoose t eve r y s t ep t hat S hool s a n l l eges will ork 
togethe r unders t andi ngl y , loyally, an with en le s s patience . 



June 18, 1932. 

c. '• Clark, P.sq ~, 
• Ci ty Edi tor, The ily Gl eaner, 

~ re er 1 ct o n, N. B. 

Dear Si r: 

Cs/1Ho 

I have just leerned this morning that 
I sh 11 be unable to attend the 'teachers' Hmst i tute 
in Fredericton to deliver an address to them. I 
am mos t reluctant to break thi s intere::.t i ng engagement, 
but em called out of t .:e country by very important 
busines s . I have just written about it t o Mr. c. T. 
re tmore, Secre t a ry if t he Teachers' 'Associ&tion. . 

I hope , at anothe r t i me, to be a le t o 
visit Fredericton fort e sake of the Uni versity of New 
:Br unswick , as well as or the other educational in-
stitutions there. 

Yot;r s faithfully, 

President . 

f ~ .~ ~_,ft;~~ :i / ~ , 
oJ,Q. ~ ·-

q 



'11he 'J l.,· l'ilc(;lner , 
F r •de r i at on, 

I have y ur lot ·er of June 7. 

I shall be very 11ler:isc • to let you 
h,·ve, • i n t.:dvnnce , tnc .1L,t of wl1rt shPll ay t o t .. e teache:-s e 
It rri y "bo , of co ·rso, th: t H ·:ood deal of my _adJ.rese wi11 be 
extempore. 

vou rs f'a .i th r, l y , 



IDqr matly ~lranrr 

FREDERICTON, N. B . 
CANAD A 

June 7, 1932 . 

Dr. Carleton St anley, 
President, 

Dear Sir: 

Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, N. s. 

The agenda of the annual meeting 
of t he Teachers' Ins ti tu te of New Brunswick 
shows that you are to deliver an addres s be-
fore tha t gathering which is to mee t in Fr ed-
ericton , June 28-30. 

It would be of considerable assistance, 
if The Daily Gleaner could be furnished with ad-
van ce copy of your remarks, i f you are to prepare 
such copy, publication of cour se not to be i n ad-
vance of delivery. 

Hop i ng that you will be in pos:ition to 
oblige, I remain 

City Editor . 
C\' C/VM:F . 
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