Transcription of Interview with errill Johnston.

b.190%. born at Salem, the other =side of Maccan.
worked at Chignecto--father worked at there while he was born.
father was a coal miner all hid life.

after he got married he was a steady niner.
workel Joggin mine, Pive-and-Ten.

--born at another Salem--lown on the shore there.

his father lived to be 1395.

--at the age o0f 89 he was still using a power-<aw out in the woods.

--fanily mo-~tly into lumbering at the (first) “alen.

--only five or six miles for the mines=.

--llaritime R. andq C.Co.--first big mine was Chignecto.

't was realvgagsy. Itwas a hard hine to work in.'--nemories of Chignecto mines.
'Tt was the pitch of the seam, around....'

'Out there, it was almost like that there. gestures) You had to

--you take like your boxe=s, half-ton coal, they had to put a middle board

in to =top the coal from rolling out, coming up the =lope. It was that pitched.'

moved to Road End when he was five--and lived there until they got
married.

'If you got'a change for a better job, a. higher pay job, they'd keep
moving.:I-Imagine there's times he'd work in three 'ifferent minee=
in the run of a year, you kno-w.'

--also worked in Cape Breton.

--quite a few of the fellows “rom Joggins went to Burchell's mine down in (.3,

--llerill worked with his father, loading--he'd mine the coal out anAd
Jderill would load the boxes and push it out the =lone.

--they had to 1ig five tons a day and they got 35 a day--when he was
17 or 18--around about 1922 or 1923.

--working for his father: 'I inagine they fought a bit, I don't know.'--
comment added by his wife!

wages for loaderes $3 a day--company pald the loader. mut he would =till
be working with his father--not for hin.

--he went to get his paper and then he and his father Wworked as butties.
--worked with his father for three or four years.

--had electricians papers an? examinevs papers and overnans papers.
--went to night school.

on school on Joggins: "Oh, very rough."

--hal to walk from Road Ind down to Joggins on the rit Road--walk a nile
and a half toschool. here was no water--;o0 to the neighbours to get

a Arink.'And them outdoor toilets wasn't Fit for a log to go in.!

--one of the graluates of thi~ sclhool has risen to a high position in one
of the Canadian banks--name of Coleman.
--even has a chauffeur.
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'If you got one épelling wrong, you were up--you got the strap there.'

--12 or 15 children lined up in the front of the class--she'd go through
the lot of them. one particular teacher.

--had Grade Il. (Merrill).

'If you didn't go to school, you went to work.'

--fanily owned hi= own house at Road IEnd. Usel to be a boariling hou-e.
--llerrill had four children.

--her grandmother was German. settlel up around Lower (ove. children
were all over the place.

--went West once on the Harvest.
--he remembers that it was rough working on the Harvst, too.
--he went out on the Harvest two years--around 1918 and 1919.

--open dr&in on both sides of the street.

--remembers the strike,
--strike started 1939.

(might make mention of cherry cakes and coffee.’ tne massive hospitality of
these people' ko many sounds of me drinking coffee and munching O?ffﬁﬁt)

--estimates strike three or four months. Ox Fife running tke mine.
--memembers the cutter bar. gept adding longer gibs on them until they

had six foot something. Men wouldn't do it. Co. playing with the machinery.
had 27 feet you had to clean up. Qg Fife saii; "Oh, when they get hungry
enough, they'l] goto the end of the gib looking for a loaf of bflaig.

--they 111 get a little more money, but he was right.

--seams here, 24 to 26 inches--heieght of coal. --in Jape 3reton, they take
six or seven feet.

--average 1in war-time 3. something tons per man; in Cape Breton 2% was the
mo~t they could get.--proud about productivity of the local workers.
---carried three shiftmen for every productive worker.

--here only about a third of the men were on deal work.

--startel working out at the Maple Leaf--near Beech Yill. Jogizin Coal Co.
ran this mine.

--N.T.Avard, lived in Asherst. (Should try and locate Avar! descendants).
'You had six feet in...'

--handle all this work laying on your side and shovelled.

--man from outside said, "God save me two feet and he didn't mean for ne
to work on my knees." --a story told by Merrill's wife.

--most of mines when they startel used ppen lights--when they got down
1000 they had to shift to electric lamps.

--llerrill started out with a carbide lamp.

--sight of a flame in the mine--a fire ball--'most berutiful sight', Just
like a rainbow--the irst year he was married. broke his finger hn this,

--started out in a small mine called the Bush liine. only 15 or 20 people in it,

that's where he started to work. he'd be about 13 years old.

--Bush .ine was owned by the Victoria Coal Co. had a little upright steanm
boller. he used to load for the miners. boiler used to leak. water guage
would be down--start the fire and put the coal water in it. take the
chance of an explosion every single miner.=-insane way to have boilers:!
--This mine was in River Hebert,

--Bush libe was worked bord-and-pillar,
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no horses down in the mine--no horses in Bush lMine. Boxes were
hoisted up, empties on the high road and full boxes on the lower road.

--pushed boxes by hand.

--pushed bhoxes over 2000 feet by himself, :

'You can do what you want, I don't care. I'm through--I'm going west.'
--that's what he sald when he quit pushing these boxes at the

Bush Mine.

--worked at the Bush Mine about a year. $2 something a day.

--then after the Harvest he went to the lMaple Leaf. here he worked with
his father. loading coal for his father.

--at the Victoria Mine--horse would start and the boxes would be Indedl
and ready to go. 'And you could hear--they had three-link chains hetween
each box. And they were =lack there and he'd start up. Clink, clink, clink,
And if that went over six you couldn't make him move, he wouldn't haul
them. But if he could hear those six, he'd haul thoce boxes out.'
--horse coull =maukmr count!

--about 2 years with his father in this nine.

then he went to the River and out to the Victoria--this is &iere

the horses were. he was there a year or so.

--an "awful lot of gas" in that mine.

kfxkx most anybOdy could do brattice work.--most eewerybody understood
brattice work. ‘

--he took one of the fellows Jjobs at the Five-and-Ten after the
explosion.

about a mile from Road Bnd to the Five-and-Ten.

up about 7 years in Ontario. with his brother.

Five-and-Ten was about the most dangerous nine in this dlstrict.
Mive-and-Ten was about a mile down. '

coal at that poinf had deteriorated. shale and stone in it.

seams here are at such a pitch that you have to take the machine= down to
the bottom of the wall and bar it in there and cut up.

nost of his work in the Five-and-Ten was machine running.

--he theorizes the Fiwe and Ten was called this becau-e they were
running it cheap to get it started--run without much capital.

--some people say it was $10 spent for $5 worth of coal brought up.
--no idea why the Green Crow was the Creen Crow.

--year five-and-ten closed flown was 1939.

p-Green Crow, water would freeze on the machines. you'd go down

in your raincoat. you'd lie right in the water. you'd e cutting.

water run right over you,

'You was wet...I had to sit home about half an hour before you get your
shoelaces off--they were frozen right solid.’

--after awhile the mine dried out--these really bad wet conditions applied to
the first 1lift. she got drier as she got down.

--had to work in these conditions because of the Depression. 'Ithink that
took twenty years off my life....'



'he was underground manager at the (reen Crow.
lived with Marge's parents for a vear. then rented.
Hottentot (Mitchell St.) and Black Track.

--they once had 1800 workers with the Maritime coal co.~-counting everyhody.

co. houses-~both sides. 25 co. houses. four families per house,

'Nobody dared walk down those two streets there on a Saturday night.

'Mostly our own, rather than the foreignrs, that was causing the trouble.'
everybody paid into the church at the mine--this was =till going on.

Bill Taylor's idea to add the church to the check-of<.

--co. store was running when he was living here,

would give credit to the miners where nobody else would give it to them.
his father had five acres.

raised practically all their own vegetables; whole barrel of carrots.

two pigs--kill one early. when coil weather cames, kill the other one--you
colld keep it. always had a cow, one or two hene and a horse.

her father was a sea captain.

vessels coming in in hi= time. used to come in “rom the Valley and unload
a vessel full of apples, and take a load of coal hack to the Yalley.

=-this was a hari-drinking tewn. used to have “our bootleggers there.
--used to pay the teachers through donations from the hootleggers.
lot of them usel to make i1t--" A real good brew, t0o0." charged 25c¢c a quart.

strong on baseball in this part. "¥e had one of the be<t teams around here
at one time."

--priest here was a very strong sports fan.

--Belnan0O--she was a McGee, he was %panish.

--quite a lot of 4Aistinction between managers and others. the wife of
the manager: "She thought she was the queen bee."

there was a class distinction--manager of the big mine. but other people
Just ordinary.

miners would pay 25c a week --to Dr.Cochrane. that covered your Tamily,
all your medication too.

he wanted a raise, but they voted him down.

<

10 per child for delivering a baby.
--he came from Parrsboro way.
Te always felt we were a little better than the Jogginexs.”
--rivalry just among the younger ones.
--not a big factor with the grown-up people.

--in River Hebert there are two or three cliques. Joggins is more friendly.
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