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A f eu years ago. in t he Can4dian conference which 

corresponds t o this meeting, a youngish professor was asked 

f or hie views. ~Me replied in a t irod voice, 

nwhat's the use 0£ trying to talk about education here? You 

are all~ university presidents - A 

man mie:;ht just as well try to t alk to God." I have often 

t ho-ught of that thrust ainee I became a universitr president. 

B1..1.t here, yesterday and today, I r..ave .felt nNCh eom:rorted . 

T1e informality and humanity of these meetings suggest to me 

something far removed f rom the Windy he ights of' Olympu• • 

It is not difficult to bring a message of greeting f rom 

Canadian Universities to any conference representing Un1ver-

s1.t1es in the United st.ates . I have never m.et anyone in 

university ci rcles in Canada who was not deeply sensible 0£ 

t he debt llrh1ch we owe to your Universi ties on this aide of 

t he line . The hosp1tal.1ty or American Universities to Cana-

dian.a , and especiall:y to Canad.inn graduates bent on f urther 

studf_. i s a matter ot common remark . I n other ways t"te hnve 

learned extraordinarily by' your experiments in uni vers i ty 

education, which began to be ma.de be.fore our begin."'lings. The 

earliest ot our Canadian colleges goes back no f'urther than 

l797J and fouJ? of our provlncie.1 un1vare1t1es, corresponding 

r oughly to your state universi ties, are onl y twenty- eight 

yea.rs old. Canadian professor1ates are about as cosmopolitan 
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as enything I know. Still a vory large proportion, indeed, 1 , of our Canadian p~ofessors have hnd at lea.st a partA and 
man-y of' them all thcil" tm vo1"si t training in your nn~.ve1~sitios . 
In the Arts _.0,ouli;\J of Dalhousie Uni vorsity about half .. 11e 

been so trained. 

acutely aware thnt t b.e situati on. in which we find o ,roolves 
is more l i ke your sltuatlon t.ha:n any otl1er 1 n th e ·world. And. 

t here is a distinct teeling of com.m:un1t--J~ urpose . Indeed it 
could not be otherwi:Je • 

.I do not ill1a ine for a 1::1on10nt tha • ou feel this co:::1.m.uni t y 

us full; as we de . We ·are on so mt~ ~ller a a ca.le. 
our 11 n1vers ty staffs a.re numbered in dozens , you.l's • o.ro 

I\ 

\'There 

numbered :tn hundreds . Youtt idea of a small college would 
apply to somo of o r la1"'ger un_.verGit:tes; and : our la.rge 
un1vors1ties, rd.th the si~"le e:xception of t 1e University 

of Toronto, a.1•0 quite out of scale with ours . I do not imagine , 
t herefore , that 1rou have ..r.1ch, or anything, to learn fro us . 

t pel"hap& it may interest y ou to lmovr. at least~ ·what we 
think of the s1 tus.tion :1.n ,..., .. ieh we find ourselves to-de.y • Some 
of 1ls, indeed very m.e.ny of ua , find ournelves reviewing our 

whole conduct in the lie;ht of the interP..at1onal situation. 
We feel forced not.r, 1f we never were before , to take an .inter-
national outlook. 

i].ne other evening r listened, o,1er the ai1" , to the Prir.1e 
,111n1stor of Great J rita1n talldnc to a large audleace in the 

ildl"Al.1 , Lo .. don. v . .. en 10 co.m.e to speak of lnterna . onal 
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affai rs, of t Jie Europ&Eµl s:t tuat1on,, of t ho dlmerica.n- Br i t ish-

Japanese naval con:t'eronee, :t t i1a.s apparent that h:ta audience 

(:re,prosentative, I shoul d thi nk, of the polit1ea'l and. 

comn1ercial 11.f,e of London) wne most enthueie.at :to in n desire 

for world•pea.ce, ,and world- settlement . Evon hopeful pussace 

i n the speech ,, every-deterr ined word on the nece s s ity tor 

peace and or der, v1as wildl.'31' appl auded. I was one of lt",.anv ., 

milli ons, all over t he world, l istenin(; t o this pl ea f ~r 
peace,, and to t.he npplausw v1ith which it was greeted. We 

heard many allusi ons to t he te,a.gue of Nations, and t he 

Co-venaut , hopeful allusions . As I l i s t ened, I was mo"led by 

t he thought that bhis plea :ror peace was being heard. by men 

and women all over t ho earth. At the s rune time I f ound 

Ulj"$el£ ,asking: • now t U1.ny nderstood thie plea? Jiow µmny on 

t he Canadian pr,e.iries, for e,aa.mple, unde1-ste.nd what the;g 

must do to secure peace, and t o promote the ,·:mrk of the 

LeQgU,e of Matiorus?'' Tru~, plea f or peace f 1n(ls an echo 

in the hearts of' all .hut a f'ew: ao many al'$ still suffering, 

d,1rectly or ind1rect l J , f r om t h e l ast w~ . But then, the 

peopl es di c:1 not -will ha.t war, e:tt her . ':'£'heir leaders seemed 

powerless to preven.t i t ho-vmver1 and their l eaders 1n these 

later days seem powerless to prevent the- world ts.king on a 

complexion not unlike t he world ' s complexi on f rom 1909 to 
1914. 

There is the question of questions . The world , wit tts 

heart in t he right place, may nt:t.11 go t o the devil . C vill-

sati on, without an,-one, vrilllng it, r.1a:y cease . It i s good 
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that millions of 111 .. en and vomen should heat• e. plea. f or peace 
and :tnternat • ona.l understax1ding. The popular will is after 
all po ,orful thing . But iB t he ·popular intell1Gtm.ce 
capnl: le of unde.r-stand ing an argument a1)0ut the means of 
preserving c.ivilLaetion? Civilisation; we ae.7, is tho 
1'control ever env:troment« . 1Iow :f'ar does the ordinru.•y man 
see i nto a pr...r.aoe lilce that? 'l'o say notb. of doing the 
·,..h1ng described :tn the phrase? Let us ill strate . Any one 
who 1as travelled ac1"oaa tlle American- Canad- an f ront ier , or 
who has 1.one bus11 eas aci"'oss it, has lseen the exchange be• 
tr;een 01.,u'"' -two currencloa swlng violently up and down, ui th 
a variation an hi gh as 25) in twelve mouths . ifo ordinary 
traveller, and no ordinary business :mun understands -even 
wlry this sho tld be so. Ile lmows th.at it i s , on t he r:hole, 
vecy inoon;e 1en~ to travellers ,. and he knovra that it 
pP.raJ:yses t1•ade . But ttsk him l'ww 1-t i& to be stopped, and 
he i s __ e'lpless • Pro•tlcularly is he baffled by the sudden• 
ness of it. J~e c::.. understand speed 1n Qil aerople.ne, he 
canno , nder·stand speed in economic eauso and effo.ct . 

Ci v1.li~ui.t ioni i7e now ha e books on the nhistory of 
ci'7il.isat :tonn which we put 1nto the hands of young school 
ch11drell, booko which tell the s ory of mankind, ·so they claim, 
over a per i od o:t 61 000 years . Mow aside f rom children te 
abil i ty to ranste.r such Q, &tunn1nc; array of' facts , how many of 
us, University professors, are cap&'ble of setting down in a 
book .ha t ·the s l lcnt facts were ove1• _ so lOruJ a period? 'the 
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spec al sta all wattn us ~hnt these booke are full of 
"ho~ le:rs"; hat the autho:r.a of· t 1em, obl iged so t'reqi1entl y 
to t ake thine;M at second nd, 1ave here and ther. folloued 
authorities long out of date, or per haps just recently out 
.of date , v.nd t e phl.losophers warn us in ren.eral: 

Die Ze_itan der Vere:angenheit 
Sind uns e1n Bueh mit sieben S1egeln • . 

I.f ; ·hen, t 1s so hard f or• the ordinary' me.n t o know much 
of' • he t..' orl d :tn ~he past, how can he intel11.gently part:1 .. 
c1pate -~n the co uct of tho world today, • which is larger 
.for· a ·1y r.;iven inan than the world evor we.s previouslyJ which 
1.s inf 1n:tte1. more complicated; .and which moves ao much faster 
the.n _t ever did? A;t11n, 1.t was never eaay to govern Et nation, 
how till i bo easy to r;ovenn o.U t e nations? 

M ny of us bellove t1at the League is our only hope. I 
firmly believe so. But I do not :think it will accompl ish much 
out of h and. It has been said by one ..-ho has 19.d to do with 
t he Leac-ue of le.t:tons since it came in.to being; ·that• it came. 
int o oing f ar too easil y and suddenly f or its own good, and 
that all i t~ intellectual foundations have still to be laid. 
It ls said too ;b t it :ts the v1ork of the Un:1v,ersit1es of' t he 
·or ld t o 1 y these intellectual f oundntions . 

Let us for just o. f ew t1oments examine the laet proposi-
tion. On the f s.ce of it, lt seems very obvious and easy. We 
.rem.em er e. t once the.t neai-ly all the subject matter with which 
universities havo to d.eal 1s "84'elleet:ad. Homer, Bendetto 
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Groce, Archim.edes, Einstein• those are not M:aNU:"'.bHI! f'igures, 
t hey are c • tizcns of t he wo;tld. ,'Ia'y wo a s sume then that stu-
dents of this raooless and t:tnwless ntaterial are autoiutt5.cally 
becoming ci ti.zens OJ. the v.ror ld? Euna.reds of Uni ver .si tie a in 
the Americas: .· n1"'e the Am.oricas therefore interna.t • onal. in 
OLl.tlook V or v1ould this -0 toprom • se 01..u-selvoa results in 

too easy way, $.8 ue po1•haps do ul en we put the "history of 
rnankind during 6, 000 yearsn into t he hands of every hi gh school 
pupil? ~1hali:eapenre :ls a mind f or aJ.l time and t or all places . 
r.rru:e . ·Bu.t does a s chool.boy in oru, reading him in a Spanish 
translation, really make very much out of Shakespeare? "V! t 
t hen o:f Horth Al11crican student who reads ls.to i n an 
English transl.a tion? rfuere are dozens ~ican p1•ofos sora 
who are sure that no ono can understand ~ at t he present 
tiJ:!18 , Prenc11l1lan o '' the present time, who is not steeped in 

/{~ ~.. Montaigne, 'Moliere, ~101 tn11~e, ascal., le nochef ou.-
cauJ. and all tho other ...,_~ of' modern Prance . But t his 
r equires a 10114..1, pe1~iod of study, bos·t begun in childhood• and 
never sai'ely deferred till college days . 

Jh, but,. you \"Till sny, no t 111any- can oomo to knou the 
li te:i: ·1tures of :r,1w.~ope nnd t he h i ot;or--J of· 1 ts peopl , ~• in 

bhlo way. 1lot roo.ny,. but some f ind it possibl e, and they ar e 
t he f ev, who can take a trnl y inter national oi1tioolc. You hs.d 
here in \"Jashington f ol' .some yearo, a good example. in the 
late Jules Juss.erand, the i 're ch ambassador . And t.1a.s i t not 
of another ambassador t o Washington, Viscount Bryce , that 
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Willirun Jameu said: "P.11 f"acts t h:t a r e free ·•.n.d equalt' • 

'11hese were men steeped in all the r,·estern 1:ttcro.t· :res, 

anc1on "'nd modern, and at tJ.., sa ue 1.me h:tgbJ. tre.J ed 

1n science an l.aw. Such t1en a s 'hese ; such mon as Prof . 

Gildersleeve , c.arrying t e Greek orators in his rn~sack 
• 

in the Civil uar, u · or< e professors in .tu:,.or:i.oanK hairs 

today,. these are capable of e.n • ntert1at:tonal outloo • But 

(bae1ng my remar'"s 110,1 on the a-'·ate of atfairs in Canadtan 

Unl e1•s t es) I thi.nk we delude ou.rsol ves it' .1e :imagine that 

we a.re training t1any such r.1en. ..,eems to mo that just as 
we asm.i.me too mu.ch, nnd tak~ too optimist· c a vie of the 

resulta of a .school to4 t ... boo~, ,,,ao11we_ :..n he Univo:nr ties 
t'L..u<. ~ . ' 

are trustin6 too mu h to short cutr., t\ Science, one ·101.1ld 

t hink, t:ould ;,ive ... ts votaries the road.; tolerant, hTu11hle 

v1ew. At this point I po.y tribnto to American f' uru 1>.t ::t ns 

Rnd American 11.n vars· tias wh:io havo ao r-req entl-y, tn t he 

study of di sease nnd in other way:!, ta rnn the v1hcle 't'!Orlc1 
~i/4.-;, 

for their province,. and ·1hioh 1 ve vwlcomed from 1noro 

t han one c0tmt cy !n rece t vee.rs . Yet · too trequantl { r•a!n 

I l.lmit my ob erv .tion for t1e mom~nt tow nt I eee .n 
Canadian t nivercities) 1e co fi e urselvee to apoc: u.1 :i. 1.eJ.ds , 

to practical onds, to e. p~ochia.1 ou,.,, looK . How mo. y of.' OUJ."' 

professors of math.eme..t1c s or phys • cs would venture n opinion 

00 to why .Archimedes. st:umblo d when e was just on t . e, ~1:nk 

of t 10 vork of Le,.bnitz or lei: ton; or \V. - Are 1.rned.cc 1 !ug , 
fail ed, no ono else took up the torch for 1800 oars? Io= 



many ot our profes~or$, of ac1ence wou1d ask why biology is 

t he t'irst; science to fade w_.,en c1vili.ea tion crumbles, an.cl 

t ho 1st sci ence to beco e respectable v.rhen civi11sat ion is 
sol i<1l · O$ t ab1ishod? Some would dismiss such things as 

imprnct:lca.l. quest;tona, mare oetapbyoieal puzzles . I am not 

o"~ cource entn • :i.ng ~hut t h e so particu1ar questions be 

answered , t.,mt u~ ing them merely ns illustrations of t hings 

wlr ch conmier.cii:.u.iaed and materia.listic men would never dream 

of pondering,, but which some professors WO\.ild ponder da.y and 

night. ny one capable of weighing the .fi .rot of t heoe 

profound scholar, unimpeded by na·cionalism; 

any one c pable of \:re:lghinc the s econd question wo1.1ld. know 

t ha science, 1.f it •• s ,o he ti"uly tiorved, deaanda, a. disciplined 

courace on tho pnrt of the i nd- vidual .inquirer,. and a t olerance 

basec on gone:t•..J.t ions of freodom i n the society where the in-

quirer worlrn. At; uny r·ate it is tho sort or mind which will 

p1rnse over s ·ch qnest:i.o:ns that is capable of t h.a international 

outlook: . 

U0\1, ,,-;e i.n Carlall.a .. I am .spe :ine; f'or nlaily besides 

mysell • have heco • e pain!'ully aware that ·1. t i s not upon thi s 

s ort o in ~11.d, not tpon this deep wcholnrsh1p, not upon thi.s 

highl t rained int ell i gence that we lulve been concentrating 

01.U" effort... . v;e have beco 11e pniru: ully aware that if our 

un • r s.it.:tes r t o p1•oduee t hinkers and criticr:r t1ith the . 

interna:t" onal tloolc, the univernities t l.1.emselves must be 

that the 1.m ,7ers1tj:,. through trying to: carey too many to the 

goal, h t.as not come near the coal . But now, i :n the pre-sent 



diffi culties at home , and in the growing uncertainty the 

wo1•l(l over , it i a for ced npon om.~ minds t hat we daro not 

delay n o 11• ofi'orts. to produ e s cholars* tl:i:l.nkers , cr i tics , 

veroati le, adroit, f'ru.~-oee i ng.; and that in order t o do so 

we 111u st 11 n·hvon the ship . "ur t h oI'Ll.01"'e, ·we oee , I t hink, more 

clearly than v,e over 1 • d e!'o:r•c , that the v1hole process nms t 

bo5:l.n, not :tn tho un 4 vars ty, IJUt l.ow down l n the school . 
'\ 

For ut l east f gone1 a t i on v;o i n Canada have been a &ni tt.:.'l.ng 

tlwt 01.tr schools ar o f a.r ehi nd those or 'Jes t ern Europe, in 

results obtai ned . Lacko' oney , i f nothing else , now 

:m i:es n r oi"orr:i of ow:· nchools imperative . 

In --oncl usion, oat bo mieuJlderstood., I do not 11ish 

1 t t h ught t~mt wa i l'lmg no wo .u.tve . f und a s.imple formula to 

se t ev :rything rieht . :{a.ther, pa.i•t o the experience we nave 

been going through i s a realisation t hat, lif e and t h e -rmrld 

being so c.l'" fi cuJ.t , no f ascinatingl y d • ff i cult, ed11ca.t ion niit s t 

be correspondi ngly :;.£i'iciu.t . 

depressed . \;e have punctul"'ed OUl"' own vanit y a.t raumJ points , 

we have o.flatetl Olu~ complacency ; but • 1e ha:i1e a quiet and 

a yout:h not loss ea.gel" and .spl0ndid, wo think, t han the 

sprini;tLl1e of any gener.ati on i n the past; a y rr1.1th, moreover , 

that is borod t o dE:Jath \'li th t he no- ce.11cd ru1mscmenta which vm 

older ~on, .n our own weariness, have pr ovided. themf a youth 
whose bo~t i:nte ll:tgcncos aslr not to be i nsulted not- trifled 

with . I:f we "cuke t h.at request seri ously we m.a:y Lu.ve to ce t 

over com1uctinc; s anat oria or tho inte l l ectu al 1 .me a.ucks, 
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but we shall find our national and our i nt ernational l eaders . 

And when I say "leaders" I am t hinking not at all of 

uni~rs i t y pres idenJ ~ -~r Prime !ani stera, noi~ of any one 

else ~ua~ow~ 1n t he routine of keep i ng pace wit l1 

l'.. 
publi c vagax-i e&; I am. t hinking not at all of pundits •wi th a 

reaoy answer t .o "questions -of to-day" . I am thinking r ather 

of those whose chief eminence is t hat t hey are pr i vate, in-

dependent , unattachedJ tertile in questi ons rather than pr o .. 

lif ic 1n answer s; obstinate and. stubborn only in devotion to 
ideals• principles and soept1c1smJ ready and yiel di ng only 

to the prompt i ngs ot imagination and to dreams. or a sane 

world. 
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