
D''9UB LED AY, DORAN AND COMPANY INC 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49TH STREE T· ROCKEFELLER CENTER·NEW YORK , N. Y. 

l!y dear Mr. ' Raddal 1 : 

April 4, 1940 

I have been reading your s t o ries f or quite a while 
in BLACKWOODS, and en joying them greatly. Would the re be 
any chan c e of you being i nte r ested in writ i ng a book f:lr us, 
and have you any rubj e c t in mind'? If yo u have not, would 
it inte r es t you to ti:rite us a book patte rned dire cfly on 
y our s t ories , cov ering, lP-t us say , Nova Scotia just b efore , 
during and immediately aft e r the Re volutionary War '? Be fore 
I c rune on yo ur sto r ies I had known vaguely what ha.d gone on 
t he r e , but only vaguely . 

oarticu~~rr;uNgR~~W~s ¥0 p~g~:G~~eJ_~~t~ !~~:t~n~tR~~~EL'? 
He i s one of the autho r s pub 1. i shed by our house, and I t hink 
a very notable one . He has be en reading your sto rie s in 
BLACKflOODS for three yea r s , and mai n tains he has tr ied ev e ry 
way poss i ble to ge t in touch with you . If this let t e r finds 
you, and .vou have no objection, I would like to g ive him your 
addr ess. 

With k ind regards , 

rrhomas H. Raddall, Esq . 

TR/meh a)/!-, 





merchants vtere out- a nd-out r obber s and I should send away to a mail or de r 
firm. The mail orde r firos seem t o sell everything under the sun, and it ' s 
really very interesting to look through the catalogue and see what l?eopl e 
wear in this country and the names they have for things. Everything is 
illustrated e.nd priced -- almost as good as window shoppi ng in Folkstone. 

Well, I must run along now. Mr s . Croxley is going to show me how 
to bake br ead. With best love, 

Your loving , 

Flo. 

P.S. They eat beans evecy Saturday night , baked in a pot with little 
pi e ces of pork and -- what do you think ? - - t rea cle 

P. S. Don't worry ab_out me, I 1m going to be a ll ri~ht . 

Cha:oteT Trrent7 

136 

Spring began with the heavy r a ins shor tly after Flo arrived and dr agged through 

April and May in weeks of gr ey damp days and frosty nights, with bursts of sunshine and 

intense heat for two or three days at a time. Frost comirig out of the earth left the 

roads i mpassable for weeks, rive r s of glutinous b r own mud; and then the mud turned hard, 

crumbl ed, turned yellow, and horses dragged t he highway scrapers up and down to fill the 

ruts; and finally the r oad was ho.rd and smooth and a ligh t grey colour, and the two 

automobiles of Sawmill Dam a nd t he fifte en automobiles of Ne·1:haven rolled up and down 

a nd. sent clouds of dust swirling over the waters of the riv er . 

T'ne hard;,1ood bush on the ridge beyond the Croxley far m was brown a nd. dull r ed 

and bar e, and fi rst the catkins ca.'11e on the alders a nd hu.'1.g :9owder y yellow and splendid, 

and then the leaves ca'!le to join the catkins, and the wild pear burst into a froth of 

white blossom like snow a long t he r idge , and when it faded t he wire birches br oke into 

leaf and painted the ridge a mos t delicate green. Then all the hardwood trees wer e in 

leaf , in a stroke , over night , and the haclanatacks put forth their fine gr een-yellow 

tufh, and the other conifers , whose green had. looked so fr esh against the snow, suddenly 

looked sombr e and. d ingy, their new br own cones and. broken bud- cases giving them a qi.leer 



LONCON OfflCE: 
DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY 

PUBLISHERS 

Thoni.as H. Raddall Es q , 
c/o Blackwoods !lagazine , 
45 , George Street , 
Edinburgh. 

Dear Sir, 

91, ORE.AT RUSSELL STREET, 

LONDON, WC.J 

9th April 1940 . 

Colonel Theodore Roo sevelt , a Di rector 01' 
this firm , has read with grea t interest your work 
in Llackwood' s t!agazine , and has c abled I:J.e asking 
f or your addres s . ....s your publishers are not at 
liberty to disclose the address of' their authors , 
perhaps you will communicate direct with Colonel 
RooseVelt at our Hew York office, 14 Hest 49th 
Street , Rockefeller Center , Hew York City. 

Faithfully yours, 

DOUBLEDAY , DORAN 4 CO . l UC . 

,f~,uj~ 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AN D COMPANY 1Nc 

Publishers 
!4 WEST 49n1 STREET· ROCKEFELLER CENTER-NEW YORK. N . Y. 

Thoma3 H. Raddall, Esq . , 
Liverpool, No va Scotia , 
Canada 

i1y dear Mr . Raddall: 

April 23 , 1940 

I know exactl y the si tu R. t ion you are in , - much t hat 
in which I would be myself should t h i s country go t o war . I 
am pretty well by the ag e l imit, but in fine phys ical shaoe , -
better than a l arge p e rcentage of the youngste r s . Undoubtedly 
the powers th a t be would nod their vmolly h e ads and say , "that 
old man had better s tay at home 11 • My Fathf>r had. exactly this 
expe r ience in the l as t war . 

Yes , we would be v e r :v much 1nter -=> sted in an historical 
no vel on Revolutio nary days i n No va Scotia . Also ,,,e would be 
interes ted i n a hi s t o r y of that pe rio d , a s I think I wrot e in 
my las t le tter, the hletory cove ring , let u s say , a s hort time 
befo r P the Re volutionary War, the p e riod o f the War , and the 
years afterwards . 

By the way , when I s ay histo r y , I don ' t mean the 
11 dry ru dust 11 , the Hallan or the Homs en. I be long t o the g r oup 
that believe i n '."fa caulay and Macaulay 1 s app r oach . I think t hat i f 
history i s to be of any value at all , it should be livlng and 
there f ore that the author should p lace his cha!"a.ct e rs i n s urround-
ing s that he knows existed with incidents t hat he knows must 
e ither hav e taken pla ce o r been P,Xeripl ifie d by similar instances , -
i n spit e o f t he fact that he may not be abl e to proVP, t h i s in 
do cumen tary fashion . 

To my way of t h ink ing the good h i s t orical nove l and the 
good history are v e ry closely connected . 

To re v ert t o t h e we r that i s now i n progress , I c annot ge t 
OVPr the feelin g that this nave on Norway by Ge r many hap. been he r 
first g r eat mi s take . By unde rtaking this Scandinavian venture she 
he.s pla ced hersel f where the lilies can meet her for the f i r s t time 
on at leas t e ve n and possibly bPtter te r ms . From what I know of 
the terrain I b"" li e ve British soldie r s , particula rly soldiers let 
us say from Cana dP. an d Ne w Zealand , wi 11 have a distinct edge on 
Ge r man troops . Also, they wil l have with them a f riendly country-
s ide and allies i n the sh~pe of the Norwegians, who a '.'"'e thoroughly 
at home t he r e in . Ma c hine warfare will be f ar les s i mpor t ant and 
individual lnl tiat l ve and adaptabi l ity far more . 

Also I have fea red th e effect on the morale of democracies 
of a long pe riod of static war fare . This gi v es an outlet for 
action . 

Do you evBr 
know . . 

.9 1?--e, {t&_ Y- l'tu p~ 
p~ ~ m~<-p/,M . 

co me to New York ? If so , be s u re to let~ me \ ,~ 

Sincerely yours , \~\ 
(\'fl'"(. 



DO UBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPAN Y JN G. 

Publislicrs 
14 WE ST 49T H S'Tll.E~T· •OCKE.FELLER CENH • ·><RW YOU , N . Y 

May 27 , 1940 

My dear Mr . Re.ddall: 

Thanks f or your 1 ast l e tt er . I 
am delighted you 111 k e ep t h e i d ea of 
e ither t he no~el o r a h i s t o r y in min d . 

Yes , news fro m Europe i s v e ry bla ck . 
I h PVe been h op i ng a gai n At hope t hat a 
French co unter- at t a ck in forc e , r.eve ri ng 
t he junc t ur e of t he Germ.an d r ive to t he 
Channel f r om t h e mai n Ge r man a r m1eo , but 1 t 
has not eventualized ye t . I ge t more and 
more f earf ul of t he situation of the troons 
penned i n on three sides by the Germans 
a rid one s ide b ,, the Channel . 

Let us h ope we wi ll me et in perso n 
s ome t ime , and befor e that , if you feel 
l ike do i ng t he b ook on e i t her of t he 
sub ject s suggested , or fo r tha t ma tt~r on 
anyth i ng els e , do ge t i n t ouch w1 t h me . 

Sine erely yo urs , 

~eltAf-%v,~ 

Thomas H. Raddall , Es q . , 
Liv~rpool , No va Scotia 

TR/meh 



DO UBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY IN C. 

Publishers 
1 4 WEST "9TH STR.lc~T, I.C>CKEfnLRR C~NTE~ - NEW YOU:, N. Y 

?farch 24 , 1941 

Dear Hr . Raddall : • 

I enjoyed y ou r story about Joel Kane 
very much when it appeared in the Februa ry 22nd 
Saturd.ay Even i ne Post. 

On l ooking up your publishing record, 
I find that you have done one book fo r Fyerson . 
If you are not still commi tted there , and have 
some book p l ans , we should be most interested 
i n hee.rine a bout them . 

ynce~Cw 
~McCormick 

I!r . Thomas H. Rao.dall 
SnturC.ay· Evening Post 
Indepenc1ence Squar e 
Philadelphia , Penna . 

K!!c /j t. 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPA N Y INC. 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49 TH STREET• ROC KEF ELLER CENT ER- NEW YORK. N. Y 

April 16, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Raddall: 

Ken Roberts was kind enough to send down yoo.r letter and a copy of his 
in answer. The idea you are brewing looks mo s t promising and we have 
e very confidence that you could turn it into t he novel that we have been 
hoping you would write for us. 

Ken made the S"Ug£estion t hat I run up t o see you. I would be very happy 
to do t hat, b.lt I have a feeling that I could be more help ful if I paid 
you a visit later on. It may very well be that you will not need any 
ed.i t orial help on the work at all. At any- rat e , my experience has been 
t hat t he problecs wh ich can sometime s be smoothed out by discuss ion do 
no t raise th eir heads until the auth or ha.s begun actual work on his 
manuscrip t. My suggesti on would be t hat you go to work on the story 
and, if you fee l.after getting into it, that a conference would be of 
f;Qrr,e help, I would be only too glad to jump on a train and go up there. 

lfe ars genuinely interested in getting a novel from you and would be 
glad to discuss a contract as soon as we have so me t h ing: more to go on. 
Wey" don't y ou give sorre further though t to the story and prepare a bri ef 
outline as soon as you get your plot developed sufficiently7 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esq. , 
Li verpool, nova Sco t ia. 

You.re sincerely, 

1·=--~ ~ , 
T. :B. Costain 



DO UBLE DAY. DORA N AND COMPANY rNc. 

Publishm 
14 WEST '19TH STIU!ET, ~OCKEFELLU Cl!NTElc,NE ... YOU, N. Y 

!.{ey 13 , 1941. 

Dear Mr. Raddall: 

Thanks for your note . I will wait fo r 
t he synopsis, vit h some i rapat i ence I 
may say , beca,;.se t he i d ea i mp r e s ses me 
a s one of exceptional inter est. 

Yours sincerely , 

T. B . Costain 

Thoms H. Radda ll, Esq . , 
Li ve r pool , Nov a Scotia. 

TBC:H 



DOUBLEDAY, DOR AN AN D COMPANY INC. 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49TH STREET· ROCKEFELLER CENTE:R·NEW YORK. N. Y 

June 16 , 1941. 

Dear !.Ir . Raddall : 

I have been anti c ipating the arrival of your outline and 
am wonder ing i f i ts non- appearance i ndicates that you a r e 
finding a~y difficulty i n eetting your story plan shaped 
to your complete satisfaction . If that is the case I 
woul dn ' t l et it del ay you in sending i n some outl ine of 
the story . VJe are not expecting a detailed and c arefully 
planned out scenario at this stage . Al l that vrn would like 
to hav e from you is a brief pictur e of the conditions which 
existed and the mai n story line Ylhich you propose to fo l low . 
You can I t be sure in advance what you will f i nally do vii th 
your various story elements and it might prov e to be 
unnecessary l o.ter if you were encaged on a detailed course 
of pl ott i ng before going any further . 

Since I received your last letter I have read all the 11 naga 11 

stories and I nant to toll you that I enjoyed them enormously . 
You have fine perception of the Scotch- Canadian character 
and a great gift for humor as we l l as color , all of which 
will widoubtedly be refle c ted i n the projected novel . 

Yours sincerely , _c -::=__ 
T. B. Costain 

Thomas H. Raddall , Esq., 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 



DOUBLEDAY. DORA N AND COM PANY INC 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49TH STREET· ROCKEFELLER CENTER,NEW YORK , N . Y. 

Dear I.:r . Raddall : 

July 2 , 1941. 

·.'.'e l i ke the outline that you sent very T?1Uch ancl . feel that 
the stac;e has nm·: been reached wI'..cn r,e should l ike to tender 
you a contract to write the book for us . '.'le t7ould pay you 
t::1e usual slidinc scale of royal ties on the retail price , 
that is , 10,:; on the first 2500 copies , 12~% on the next 
2500 , and 15,--; on all above 5 , 000 . Ue rrnuld be prepared 
to mal{e an advance of ;,j500 acainst royal t i es and I would 
suggest that this sum be paid you ~7100 on sisnln: of the 
contract and the balance at such intervols as you mi.e;ht 
indicate , the complete amount to be paid to you byt he 
time you have the manuscript i:r our hands . 

':le have a lar~e or.c;anization herP and are equin""led to handl e 
all subsidiary rit,hts , which we should be very '[lad t o do , 
if you b.9.ve no other facilities , on the usual percentac;e 
basis . Let me know if' you \rnuld lil~e us to handl e these 
riehts , that is , motion picture , first and second serial , 
radi o , foreicn , etc , and v,e will draw up our usual form 
of contract and send it on to you . Any points that you 
did not acree to wo1.1.ld , of course , be open to discussion . 

In the main , I agree i'li th the s tory line you have laid dorm 
al thouch there are some oncl es which I v,oul d l i lrn to 
discuss with :rou . I would l ike to wri te you at scri.e 
le:igth about these po·,nts as soon as i:,e cet the matter of' 
the co:?1tract settled to our nru.tual satisfaction . 

Thomas H. Raddall , Esq . , 
Liverpool , Hova Scotia . 

TBC : E 

Yours sincerely, ~c::z.=_ . 
T . B. Costain 



July 13th, 1941 

Dear Mr. Costain, 

, Thank• for ;your let te r of the 2nd. 
Your ofter is a ttractive, and I should like t o avail 
m,yAelf of your f l rm 1a exr,erience a nd pr ei;tige i n 
t h8 matter of aubsidi.u-y r i ght<! . At t h e aEU!la time 
I feel the.t I can 1 t go back: on what amounts t o a 
p rom.ha to 6ly' agent . J a cqu.ee Chambrun. Re has bee:n 
handli ng my shor t storiea i n t he U. S., and Mme 
time ago I told h im t hat if I ever cii d a novel he 
should see it. I ' ve writ ten h i m, explaining what 18 

t r8J". sp1rad so far, aod eta.ting t he.t I want Doubl etW¥ 
to do t he book . Hit book man is Howl P...nd , whom you. 
p robably know, and I wi &h you ' d disCU81 t he thing 
with h i m. 

l'or my part, I 1rn now completing t he 
historical r eMa.rch and am e.nxiou.s t o get a t the 
wr it i ng . Fira t , tboueh, 1 1d like the benefit of 
yo advice Md suggestions r ege.rc11ng the story 
line , 110 t he sooner the bu.sinece end of the 
is comrileted, t he better. 

I leave tor.i.orrow fo r a. week or so about 
the iathmui,, chiefly a.bout Fort Cumberland, '\mere 
I want to s tuicy' t he ground of Edey 1a a t t a ck. 

~incer13ly, 

l.J:r . T. B. Coata in, 
Doubleday. Doran & Co. Inc. , 
Rockefeller Centre , New York , 



DQ UBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY I NC. 

Publishers 
/ 14 WEST 49rtt STREET· ROCKEFELLER CF.NTER•NEW YORK,~- Y • 

.. / 

Dear Raddo.11 : 

July 15 , 1941. 

!:e't:itt J;owl{!nd of the Jecques Chal:'lbru..ri az-enc:' nas in 
and ne are ::;ettin~ the contra.ct dr"l\"!n here . I am leav -
iw: for a very brief visit in Onta!'io on Thursda~r of 
t'.1is \"/eci,: but t/1.e details of the con!:;ract vtil l be all 
ironed out anU. it . .,,ill be put t hr ouch as quickl:r as 
possible . I thoucht that perhat•s , i n the neantime , I 
rrn.d better tell you so,..1e ideas that had occurred to me 
in stud:rin:; the vor-;I lnterestin~ outline yoc.t Dave 
prepared , 

In the £'1::'.'st ~J.o.ce , it seems to ~o that :rour :·ichael 
sho'tld be born lri 1:ova Scotia . ':'he chronolo.:;y \70' ld 
allo·:; f'or "'chat , I t:hlnJ: , and it nould be better as it 
no,1lcl :::i.s::;ociate him More -:!losel:r with the soil . 

Yo1 lr c:"lief diffic1ilty is zoin::: to be to 11:ee~ the rono..--ice 
an active !)art o'.:' the stor;,r . It \loulcl be co:--i.paratively 
eas:~ to have l!icho.el vis i t Do,.,ton , or :~e,.-r Yor>is , or 
Charleston on orie of :"..is fnther ' s s11.ips and meet a ,e;irl 
there v,?J.o later comes to rova Scotia r1ith 'l'a:>:>loto,i ' s 
Lecion . r:ihi.CJ nould plant the seeds o:' ro-n.a.rwe eo.rly but 
it WO'J.ld be n0xt to impossible to kee.ri the c:irl in th e 
movement o ... " the stor:,: except , perhaps , by the riediu:r.1 of 
letters , uhich ls a device that .:;enerqll~r riroves pretty 
unsatisfn.ctor:r to the readers . ·:10,,l dn ' t it be a better 
plan to '1.a"e :roc,:r c;irl n dau.::;hter of a nember o.f the 
Halifax cl in~0? She 71.i:ht even be the daiiehter of a 

iti sh officer or a r:overnment o.C-i icial from London . 
If' :ro,~ p:.lt hoe' i n that settin:· she -..,01ll,l remain in the 
story f'roi'! be~i n"'11.n;: to end and coitld pla:" 1. bic paYot in 
::icho..el ' s release ·.t.en he is cau_::ht with lJniacke and 
se:1te1c0d tn dco.th . That seer.i.s to r.i.e a lo;:ic-il story 
develo2r.1ent o.nd certa'nly , in Uw.t wa:r , yO'l uo1.1ld be 
'1.ble to dovelor, fl. ver:• satisfy.in,.... roT1o.nt i c back.:::;!'ound . 



0 OOUBL.E O AY, DORAN ANO CO M PAN Y , I N C. 

Richard .:-o?m T:niacke, b:r t l1e •:r':'..:r , S::10.:0es ur,i i;1 :rou.r 0'1t -
li11e as a stronc; a1d ver:r ...... i·1e c~aracter . I t1, ·.n!.: yo·· 
CO'Jld do a 1 ot with hi~ . . :oJ.:e hi~ the bo:0 ' s 1:1cn tor and 
cuide and ex.plain so~·10 oi' the uncor:1-"'ortable aspects o-:' 
the _:osition of t'.:e :'ova Scotian Yan•,eos throu9t Unin.cl'e 1 s 
connents a'1.d decisi(ms . 

I see one d.if'fic1..tl t:· in placin~ t::1.e ':irl in Enlifax 9.Ild 
that is the neer: to ostablish a strong cord betr1een I:ichael 
R.nd t: e Lo~ralist s who come to Li vcrpool after the end of 
the nar and then co thro•-1._::h ::-reat 'ric.rdships "l:'.lich fe:.,.tured 
their _,..irst years t'l.cre . I can see that lchael must have 
a i,ersonal interest 1;1 their strue;;":les and s1.1.fferin[:':s 
anc~ tltlt this no·Jl0 be easy to establish i _,.. the cirl had 
cone ·rorth ·'!ith them . Co,.1.ldn 1 t it be handled t ls ·.1{].~r , 
ho•:1ever? - '~ic'tael ' s fs.the.!:' :!.s a sriin - o·.Yrier and I nresume 
that his flcP.t Y10·1ld be enca.::;ed in cOnstal trade a; far 
south as the ·iest Inc.lies . Yo'.1 coul, lniroducc into the 
earl:r sectlon o" ti1e Jtor:r a visit thc.t :.ic"lael pays to 
Gha"leston , sa.:r , w1---._ere he co- es in contact nil.;h r;ealthy 
s},i_i!d:1:":' ft!.:-1ilies nnr' t'OrMS 11 crea.t f-riendshi1,) with t~e 
son o.:' one o-" ".';he:11 . es;:i:.,e the f'act that 1·:1e tVJo younr; 
Men -·\1.ll :'..nto o:-:)osltc camps a.s s on as t0e politic::tl 
breech o~ .ens , t'-:c:,' c 01.11 ,~ cont· nue rrar;!lly a. ttachod throuc)1 -
011t t},c stor~r . D'1e youn:; C'l.rolinio.n could be a member o!: 
"o.rletnr 1 s Le~io:i an' ichaol \70'.tld , on that ace.aunt, be 
d:-->.,,.·m into the str,:..:;-10s ·-t·•_,..,h f'ollo·:1 t·le mn.1-::'..n:-" of 1·he 
earl:· scttlo·,cnt . 

These are 'WY'O "irst tLO'.l. _hts ·:.',.:c:1 '7.ay not fit into :.rour 
fi::ia.l · lrm but 1:1hich I think are ,·,orth co!1sideri::i::_: . 

7:r t'.1e \'i'.':' , ho-..·1 lon_: r2o ~-o,, t·,inlr it vtlll t 'l~:o yo" to 
-f'inish t;l1e no7el? It is not ony, fcelin_ t11.~t :rou s..':.ould 
be rus.'.1cd at all , b11t ue wo 1.1lf 1.:1:e ~o k;1m-1 O:;:'r,ro:d"J.<>tcly 
::1.en m ca..:.ld f'i_-::_'ure on p 1J.lilishi,..,,e: the boo]-:: . 

I ·1..:.J.1 be bad: ~iere ori r·oc1day, t:!-le 28-l·h, n.nd w'Lll be 
_::lad to hear fron yo".l. i"' there are a::-:i~r ,!)Oints in connection 
with t:1.e stor:,- thf'_t yo11 would lil:e to liscus9 by letter . 

'rho't'Jo.s :: . 1:.addall , E.::;q . , 
Liverpool, ·:o,·u Scotin . 



D,OUBLE DAY, DORAN AND COMPANY INC. 

Publishers 
14 W~ST 41)TH STREET-ROCKF.f"ELLE~ CENTf.l •NllW YOU,N. Y 

Jul:, lG , 1041 . 

Dec.r ::r . •iadrlall: 

A: '. :r . ''.::O'."- taln uro to yoi~ :re ~terda:; , 
we n:-'C no'.·1 drmlin.c; up a contr<J.ct 
i'or "'JO~:r histo..,.,ic8.l novel o:.." "'mrc. 
Jcoti:.. on the terms C.l .s ~us .sed vri th 

~:r . ~!ov,18.nd of the ,,Tacque.s Char1hr1.1n 
fl._r:c::ic:· . 

~or tax pur_Jo.ses 0~1r cc'1~ ract _;)eo_ le 
o.l·:ra:Ts as1c us t'he ,..itizcnship of 
a ne\·1 a11t:-1or and y.rh.ethcr sinrle 
or l'larried . ·,·:e arc reasonably 
s'..l.re that ·',Io,1 o.re a Ca:1ndian ci tlzen, 
but need in"'."'orr-m tion n:J to ':1Lether 
yo11 arc narr:!.od or not . Ci1ambrun 1 s 
off'ice vms not able to ~ell ·is . 
'"fill you, therefor , please drop 
11s a note on that point? 

Yours sincerely , 

Ethel:·. Eulse 
Secrctar:r to J.:r . Costa.in 

Thor1as E . Radda.11 , Esq . , 
Liverpool , 'Tova Scotia . 



DOU BLEDAY, DOR AN AND C O MPANY !Ne. 

Publishers 
i4 WEST 49TH STREET· l!OCKH"EJ.LER CENTER-NEW YORK. N. Y. 

July 21, 1 941. 

Dear Mr . Raddall: 

Your let t er dated July 13th came in direc tl y a f te r 
Mr. Costain had l eft the of fice f or a bri ef vacation . 
He had , however , written you on July 15th, t el l i ng 
you that ?Jr . Ho\'1land of the Jac ques Char:ibr un agency 
had been i n t o discus s terms of a contract for your 
Nova Scotia book wi t h him , and giving some preliminary 
suggesti ons for t h e book , on the basis of your out l ine . 
Unless that l ett er has been forwarded to you , I presume 
it wi l l be waiting on your return f r om For t Cumberl and . 

The contra c t is novr drawn and is going out t o the 
Chambrun office today . If they f ind it al l i n accordance 
with their understanding it wi ll, no doubt , be sent to 
you f'or s i gnature very sh ortly. 

Mr . Costain plans to be back he re next Tuesday , the 29th . 

Yours sincerely , 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Li verpool, Nova Scoti a . 

~. Cl~ 

Ethel M. Hulse 
Secretar y to Mr . Costain 



DOUBLEDAY. D ORAN AND C OMPAN Y IN C. 

Pub!ishc:rs 

August 11 , 1941 . 

Ra ddall : 

In your l as t note you mentioned 
having s ent the revised outline 
of t he story to the Chambrun off ices . 
I have ca l l ed them several tlmes about 
it but they don ' t seem t o hav e it 
t her e . I wonder if you have a carbon 
copy t h at you cou l d send to me di rect? 

Tha t was a f i ne short story of yours 
i n t h e Sat urday Eveni ng Post of two 
\'ie eks a go . 

~ c:=2. 
T . n. Costai n 

l,Ir . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 

TBC : H 



ooGBLEDA Y, DORA N AND COM PANY 1Nc. 

Publishers 
l 4 WEST 49TH STREET· ROC KE FEL LER CEN TER -NEW YOR K. N . Y. 

August 1 9 , 1 941. 

Dear Raddall : 

Thanks for sending on the outline . I thi nk it is fine 
an d that Vlo rking from 1 t you vli l l be able to keep y our 
story marchi ng a gainst the backgr ound of h istori cal f ac t . 

I h ave a few suggestions t o mruce. At presen t you have 
M:ichael taking par t i n the abortive rising with Uniake, 
later joining Col . Allen ' s fo rce and shar ing in t h e defeat 
on the St . Joh n Rl ve r, and then beine caught by an American 
privateer and put ashore in t he woods . Isn ' t t his too much? 
At t h ree stages of t h e story you will have him sharing i n 
disasters . I am afraid it will seem rather repiti tious. 
Wouldn 't i t be better to d rop one of the t h ree? It couldn ' t 
be t he f irst rising because that is of particular importance 
and s erves to b r ing him close to Uni alee , v,ho will undoubtedly 
emerge from t he nove l as a very fine character . Also it 
provides a g rand amount of suspense when he is condenmed 
t o death and the first attempts at his r elea se prove 
hopeless . I f you are g oing to drop one , and I want to 
u r g e st r ong ly that you do so , it would be best to keep him 
out of the Allen effort . This i s the r e al l y r epititious 
part and I don ' t see any way i n ,·;hi ch you could treat it 
as other than a detached e pisod e i n wh i ch Michael f i gured 
apart from all the other main characters i n the drama . I t 
d oesn 1 t seem to me to a dvan c e the p e r sonal story at al 1 
although I can see your desire to use it in order to maintain 
your steady narration of the h istorica l developments. But 
c ouldn ' t this b e done indirectly by discuss ions of the 
Allen failure among your people without projecting Mich ael 
into the middl e of it? 

It seems t o me that y ou cou l d spare t h e Allen defeat bet ter 
than the story of Llichael 1 s capture by the p riva teer . And , 
i n this connection , I want to make a suggestion which you 
may feel vrnul d be too melodramatic, but \"lhich I think would 

/ serve to accomp l sh a rea l purpose in keeping B8 tty acti vely 

°71rw 



DOU BLEDA.'!', qORA.N A.ND COM PA.NY, INC. 

in the story . Earlier you had the Nugents , father and 
son , return to New York leaving Mrs . Nugent and Betty 
under the guardianship of Michael ' s father . Isn't it 
conceivable that something might make it necessary for 
Betty to join her father i n New York: and that she 
accompany Michael on his ship? You cou ld then manag e to 
have her among the group which is put ashore with Allen 
and she could accompany him on the l ong trek back through 
the woods . I believe you could devel op the situation 
withou t mal-:in g it s eem far - fetched or illogica l; and 
certainly, i t would provi d e you with some grand 
sequences . 

It occurs to me a l so that the selection of the land around 
Port Mouton by the U. E. L 1 s is done on the advice of 
Uugent . This would provide a reason for the interest 
that Mi chael takes in the settlement and his strem,ious 
efforts to help the unfortunate people when thing s break 
badl y . He would naturally b e more disposed to do t his if 
t h e success of the settlement is vital to the Nugents . 
His attitude in that connection might very wel l provide 
you with a reason fo r bringi ng Betty to the point of over -
looking poli tical di f f erences and capitulating t o h er love 
f or Mi cha el • 

I t h ink F ear is an unusual and co lorful name for your other 
girl . I wlsh you could get a be tter one for Betty •uhich 
has lost character through continuous use by light fiction 
writers . 

Yours sincerely , 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia. 

TBC :H 

T. B. Costain 



DOUBLEDAY. DORAN AND COMPANY 1sc 

Publishers 
l 4 WEST 49TH ST REET· RO C KEFELLER CEN TF. R·NEW YORK , N, Y 

Dear Mr . Raddall : 

September 8 , 1 9 41 . 

In t h e matter of the leng t:l of the book I think that will 
settl e itself as you g o alons . In view of the time e l ement 
and the runount of g round you must cover , I don ' t see hov, 
you coul d d o it under 150 , 000 words . That , b y the way , 
t"1ould be an i d ea l l ene th for it . But , as I s a i d , the s tory 
itself wil l se ttle t h at p oi nt . 

There l s no rule rli th reference to chap ter leng ths . It is 
not wi s e to ma...¼:e them too short a s it Q. ves the book a chol,)p ed 
u p a ppearance . Sometime s , honever , you may want t o put in 
a s hort one where you have an episode that stands out by 
it sel f and doesn ' t re quire t oo much development . In othe r 
wor d s , use your mm judgment . 

I see your point with refer enc e to the Allam affair. You 
may find t hat you can cover it withou t us ing up too :r.mch 
space or it mi ght be that David is sick or wounded and 
cannot t ake pa.r t. I am sure you \7111 v,ork it out so that 
the values will be correct and David wil l not b e placed in 
t h e p osition of \'talking out on t h e venture aft er t h e f irst 
f ai l ure . 

GJa d to he ar that you h ave made a substantial star t . 

Ur . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 

TBC : H 

T. D. Cos t ain 



DOUBLEDAY, DORA N AN D COMPA N Y 1Nc 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49n1 STREET· ROC KE FELLER CENTE R· Nlo W YORK, N. Y 

~
··.J 

/, ,,J "' ' .r,vr~'!l/" ' 
(,,v~ I w,t. . I J.Jh ,,,_.,.,-,.,'. /..,,_ (l.'(j'II 

4' 

Dear Raddal 1 : 

September 1 6 , 1 941. 

As a ne,:1 author on our list i'Je are goine; to need from 
you a fairly complete set of biographical details \'/ell 
i n a dvance of pub l i c ation . I encl ose one of our 11- page 
questionnair e s , designed to make 1 t eas i e r for yo·.J. to 
suppl y exactl y the mate r ial t ha t v,ill be most helpful . 
i"lon 1 t you take time out to fill this in as carefully 
and as completely as you ca.~ , and return it to me 
promptl y? The record wi l l serve as the :< e y source of 
information about you , and nill be used in many ways . 

The pocket pas ted on the back cover of the fo l der is 
for holding p ictures of y ou . Let us have s e ver a l clear 
snapsh ot s and a more f ormal photograph , if possibl e . 

I ' m sorry to bother you with t h is , but i t plays an 
important part i n our advance pr omotion vo rk on eve r y 
book, so I cannot urge your cooper ation too str ongly . 

i','i:r . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Uova Scotia . 

TBC :h 

Yours sincer e l y , ~ca- -
T. B. Costain 



DO UBLEDAY, DORAN AN D C OMPA N Y I NC 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49n1 STREET• ROC KEFEL LER. CENn:R-NEW YO RK, N. Y. 

De a r Raddall: 

September 30 , 1 941 . 

I g l anced t hrou gh the que s t i onnair e t hat y cu s ent 
back for our Pub l ici t y Depar t me nt and f ound it 
ext r eme ly intere s t i n g . Your c on t act with John 
Buc h an nas a fru itful on e , I c an see . I neve r 
me t him but I ah·1ays admire d him both as a man and 
a craf t sman . The snapsh ots a r e i n t e r est ing and 
I shou l d thi nk some of t hem \'tou l d s e rve ou r pur poses 
nicely . I f the y need something d iffer ent when the 
time comes , I wil l l e t you kno,;1. 

You seem to b e ge t ting a l ong b eau t i full y w·i t h the 
novel . Forty t housand v,ord s is an e vi d ence of such 
progress that I am begi nning t o t h ink we wil l hav e 
t he manuscr ipt much s ooner than we h a d f i gured . 
At t h is rate , you wi ll h ave it i n our h ands , I run 
sure , befor e t h e mi ddl e of next year . Or i s 
t h ere a c hance tha t it wil l b e e arlier? 

Any t ime t hat you fee l dispos ed to sen d d own what 
you have f ini s hed I will be delighted to re ad i t . 

Yours s i nc ere l y , -r~~ c 
Mr . Thoma s H. Ra ddall, 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia . 

TBC: I! 

T , B, Co s t ain 



DO UBLED AY, DORAN AND COMPANY INC. 

Publishers 
14 WEST 49n1 STREET· l<.OC KEFELLER CENTER-NEW YORK . N . Y. 

Oc tober 27 1941 

Dear Raddall: 

Liy only though t in suggesting tha t you send in par ts 
of the manuscript i n advance was t..½at t here mi ght be some 
points troubling yo u whi ch you would like to discus s . 
Under the circumsta nces I would suggest t hat y ou go r l ght 
a long and send i n the material in your O\'ffi good time . 

I am al 1 in favor of t he switch in leading ladies . 
(Is that be tter than heroine?) ? ersonall y I always prefer 
the girl who star ts out t o be a littl e v1rong tot he sweet 
h ome girl wh o is nearly a lw ays g iven t h e man a t t h e finish . 
Your Mrs . Bi ~ GaJ sounds pe r fe ct for t he purpose and t he 
c i rcumstan ces in which t h ey meet and fal 1 i n love wi 11 
gi ve you a g rand chance for romance . If you had a n ice 
little h ome Q.. rl i n terested i n h im and had h im pa ss h er up 
for t h e .fasci nating !.1rs. Bing ay , I woul d be completely 
satisfi ed ; I t h ink pr acticall y every reader wou l d a l s o . 
I suppose at least 90 per cent of the people wh o r ead 
IVANHOE preferred Rebec ca to Rowena and I t h ink t h at the 
same pe rc enta ge woul d be i n favor of you r snnppy Tory girl . 

The mat ter of t h e title wi ll have to be alloVJed to 
sim.r:i.er , of course . Offh and I rather like HIS MAJESTY ' S 
YANKEES , but of course you may t h i nk of something b etter . 
I t does su e.;eest t h at t h is is g oing to b e anoth er book 
ab ou t t he Loyalists in America and t hat is so.T1e t h ing we 
want to a voi d . 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia 

TBC/meh 

Sine erel y your s , 

T . B . Costain 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, 1:--c.,Puhlisbcrs 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

Plerne ad,lress reply to New York Ofllce: 14 WEST 49TIJ ST., 

ROCKF.t'ELJ.ER CE:0.TF.k , ~Y.W YORK , N. Y. 

February 9 , 1 942 . 

Dear Ra ddall: 

Vie had our last exchang e of corres -
pondence about the Nova Scotia book 
last fall when you re p or ,ted some t hing 
like 40 , 000 words of manu s cript comple ted 
in its first , rough form and that you 
had decided to svli tch th e leading 
feminine char acters . 

Vlithout any thought of pressing you , 
I shoul d l ike to know what prog ress 
you hav e been maki n g vii th the book since 
then and wou l d a ppr eciate hearing from 
you . 

Yours sincerely , 

-=---r--~ 
T . B . Costain 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverp ool, Nova Scotia . 

TBC: H ¥ y,41 !>~MM 

" -"r-' i' L ? ·~ ~.;,/. / ···--
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Publishers 
1 4 WES T 49 TH ST REET• ROC KEFEL LER CEN TER-NEW YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Ur . Raddal l : 

Febr uary 1 8 , 1 942 . 

I a m delighte d to h e ar that you hav e made such prog ress 
wi t h t he novel . The prepara tion of' t h e .final draft ,·Jill 
not tak e a e;reat deal of t ine , I presume . i:le wou l d like 
to f i gure on fall publica t ion end , fr om v1hat you way , 
t h a t should be qui te possible non . It would mean , of 
c ourse , that we v10u l d have to h ave t he c ompl e te manus cript 
by the end of June , or ve f!y soon t hereafte r . Does that 
s eem prac ticable? 

I v,on der if you wou l d like to s en d d own such of the f irst 
draft a s you have .fini shed now . I know that an author 
he sitates t o s h ow unfini shed c opy bu t I am a n o l d hand 
at t his and c an read a manu s cri pt Yd. th that thou ght in mi n d . 
I -.vould like to read it in a d vance in order to ge t a g ener a l 
i dea of t he story, a nd it seems to me t hat we mi ght save 
some t l me if you fe lt free to dot h i s . Any suggestions I 
mi ght have t o make could be made sooner and I c an s e e 
advantages in an opportunity o f doin e; t his before you g e t 
to v10rk on your .final draf t . 

Mr . Th omas H. Ra dd all , 
Li verpool , Nova Scotia . 

Yours sin c erely , 

T . B . Costai n 
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DOUBLEDAY, DOR AN AND COM PA NY I NC. 

Publishers 
J 4 WES1' 49TH ST ll f.ET· RO CKEFELLEll CENTER-NEW YORK, N. Y. 

t1arch 2 , 1 942 . 

Dear J,Ir . Raddall : 

It nas g ood of you to send on the manus cri p t . I dropped 
everything when it re ached my desk and read the chapters 
through . I am ver y enthusiast ic about it and I run sure 
that you are going to emerge \·:i th an important novel . 

I have a fen s u gs e stions to make , but please don ' t l et any 
of' them keep you from going right ah ead wi th the b ook as 
now p l anned . If you felt disposed to act on any of them 
you coul d do it after completing you r f irst draft . It has 
been my experience that i t does not pay to drop a s tor y when 
it is running a l on g ful l tide in or der to go back . I think 
you o.re g etting a l it t le too much of the histor ica l bacl{ground 
into it . I can see t h at , after t h e complete research you have 
made , there is a temptation to use the material that you 
have secured but there are places when you g ive too much of 
it vlith the result that the story does not conti nue to 
advance . Vlhen y ou corr1e t o the r ewriting I v10u ld strongl y 
advise that you sh orten t h e sections deul i n s with happenins s 
of the day ; fewer nal':les , fener details . I am sure you will 
be able to maintain a steady picture of the thing s that went 
on g i v ing i t all as meticulously as you d o here . For 
instance , that long dispatch in the secon d book could b e 
h i gh- l ig.1-i ted . 

In the first book I think there ought to be more of Fear 
Bingay. By the way , she is extremely g ood . You are going to 
have a lively flesh an d blood heroine an d what a great advantage 
that always i~ in a story of this kind ~ She makes one appear -
ance on l y in the f irst book . It wou ld be fine if you could 
manag e another meeting between the two , p os si bly e arly in 
the evening on that occasion when the two brothers are 
caught by the press g an g . I f that isn ' t poss ible she should 
be kept i n the reader' s mind in v a rious \"1ays . She wou ld , 
at any rate , be in Davy ' s thoughts . He would get news of 
her . He shou l d , for instance , know when she g oes to 
boarding school in Halifax . Why couldn ' t he see her to 
s ay good - bye then? I am sure you could manage to keep the 
girl in the story without very much rewriting . 



Vlha t happenG to Luke after .r~e escapes from his ship and 
r e turns home? The readers vdll be very much i n terested i n 
him and I t h .ink h e shoul d not be dropped out of the story 
immediat ely . 

I was rath er at a los s to f'ollow your meaning wi t h reference 
to the b irth of Jpanna 1 s child . Lla r k I s b ehavior on the ni ght 
of h is marriage to her sugges t s t h at he is not t he fa~~er . 
Do you i ntend to imply tha t it was e ither Luke or Jolm? 
There is some additional motivation n eeded in h ere, or 
pe r haps you haven ' t fe lt t h at you had t he space to tell · 
v1hat is bacl-:: of it . It is an interesti n g part of' the story 
and , I thinlc , is YIOrth more attention than you have given it . 

From Chapter XII on y ou hav e concent r ated on Davy almost 
exclusively . I found mysel f wonderin g what had happene d to 
Mar k and Luke and Joanna . Isn ' t t here some way you can k eep 
them in the story? It mi e;ht only be b y mem s of letters or 
word- of - mouth messages . It s e ems t o me i mportant not t o 
let any of the t h reads drop out of the pattern for too 
l ong a time . 

These suge;estions are not criticisms . You are doing a snell 
job . The characters are all natural and between them they 
enable you to put a g reat deal of variety an d co l or on t h e 
broad canvas you have tal(en . Finally , I am deligh ted th~t 
you expect to have it fin i shed b y t h e end of June . That · "'\\/ 
means a fall book ; and I hope a very s u c cessful f a ll book . 

Your s sincer ely , 

:Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Live r pool , Nova Sco tia . 

TBC: H 

T . B .• Costain 

P . s . I r etu rn t h e manuscript by fi rst class mai l , r egistered . 
\'/hen you a r e ready to pre pare the f inal set t ing copy , plea se 
have it done in d ouble - s pace typin g . I am reta ining the two 
maps as we may ne ed t hem a lit t le l a ter on . 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A~D CO.'VIPA~'Y, 1:--c., Publishers 

GARDE~ CITY, "<. Y. 

Pfoase address reply to Neu York Office: 14 Wf,ST 49'l'H sr., 
llOCKllfELLER CE!<i!TER, ~EW YORK , N. Y. 

April 16 , 1942 . 

Dear Mr . Raddall: 

Ri ght nor, v1e are workine on prelimin-
ary promotion material for the fall 
books and need from you a fev, pa,:;es 
of the ac t ual manusc ri p t of' HIS 
I.1A.illSTY 1 S YAUKBBS . 'l'hi s is to be 
set in type a nd used in t he flat 
dunnny whi ch we make u p for our sales -
men to carry on the road . 

Will you , therefore , select some color -
i'u l or dramatic episode in the story 
thus far c ompleted , and send us the 
t v-ro or three pages involved? Vie 1 d lik e 
to have it a s soon as poss i b le . 

Yours s incerely , 

)~,__._ 
Ethel M . Hulse 
Secre tar y to Mr . Costain 

Ur . Thor-ms H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Sc otia . 



DOUBLEDAY, DORA.:.'1 ANO COMPANY, 1:--c ., Publisber.1· 

GARDEN crrY, ~- Y. 

Please a,ldress roply to New YOrk Office: 14 WEST 4-91"11 n., 
KOCKl'J'ELLER CDITER , :', F,W YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Raddall: 

p~-1-[eS SO 

April 29 , 1942 . 

I 
ing on the sample 

tly . 

Sorry to in rrupt you vii th an other 
plea but we d like some further 
title sur;t:; stions from you , HIS 
!'.AJESTY 1 S A:I :EES is not :,ood enouE_:.h . 
It sounzys nore than a little 11ke a juvcnil book title . See if you 
can evolv something better , and 
He 111 tr too . 

Yours sincerely , 

T . B. Costain 

1':r . Thomas JI. Raddall , 
Li verpool , Hova Scotia . 

TBC : H 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A.~D CO.\,tPANY, 1sc., Pubhsbers 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

Please //ddress reply to l•tcw York Offece: 14 Wl'.ST 49"flJ sr., 
ROCK~"l!LLl!R CESTER, :.EW YORK. , N . Y . 

J,!ay 6 , 1942 . 

\'le are bec;inn~n,c to nal,:e up our 
fall cataloE;Ue and we are planning 
to f, i ve ccnsiderablc attention to 
y o:1.r b ook . This is just a note to 
say that it will be nccess.'lry to 
have the copy on the date y ou 
promised , or very very soon there -
af'ter . 

tray ne have some title sue;[;e st ions 
alnost immediately? 

Yours sincerely , 

----r~ -~ ~ 
T . B . Costain 

I.;r . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Hova Seo ti a . 

'rBC : il 
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DOUBLEDAY, DORAN Al\"D COMPA1''Y, INc., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

Please address reply to 1Vew York Offke: 14 ·wEsT 4gru ST., 
ilOCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Raddall: 

!.'.iay 13 , 1942 . 

There are several natte r s which we are now finding our -
selves rather rushed to complete . One is the matter of 
the jacket . i'le have a very ,.,.ood artist selected and ,·,e 
nould like to shov, a scene at the botton of the : acket in 
\'lhich both J.iichael and Fear are shown . There is a cood 
description of Fear in the material that we have hero but 
nothing adequate about rachael . '.'iould you be P-ood enou['}l 
to send us some details as to his appearance , the costume 
ne would wear , etc . 

In the matter of end papers , the best plan \'/Ould be to show 
t!'1e old map of nova Sco__tia wb..ich took in New Brunswick and 
part of r.:aine . We arc ~'hnving a very rouch dr aft made of it, 
·which we v;ill send up to you . Would you then m'lrk in what 
you think should be irfcluded'? We vrnul d t·..-ien e;et an artist to 
wor k on it . 

About the title , r st have it settl ed almost immediately . 
Everyone is against 1 His Majesty ' s Yankees 11 as they fee l 
that it ~7ould be a p or sales tltle in spite of its color 
and the fact that it is relevant , Get together half a dozen 
3uggestions an let shave them within the next few days . 
The need for hl ry ore is that our salesmen I s conference 
on the full boo s c r1es week after next and v,e :r.mst be in 
a position to r:r.ve hem everythinr they need for their 
campaign . 

Yours sincerely , ~ -r-~ . (_ ~ -
I.:r . 'l'hornas I-!. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Hove. Scotia . 

':'bC : H 

T . :3 . Costain 
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' I have your lotter of L!a.y 13th . I have alr eady eent you 
a Us t of title l:tl{"'.,&ea t i on e . 71 th l'&l7.i-d To u ur:,,"'t'fket , her e are 
descriptions of J'ear and Davtd. -- - - - - - ---· 

tP.art!~ -~Hi.ill-\l&c•t""i,octiliiicneh; !i ,li irt"t¥6°iet, -/iit tl th 
.. , .. l on;-~ M~f'n.:: ,f~e~,.rb'bpi't ~f~8\lg1\lt:-1 Sil~ d.ffCO 

a •i tf,i.e . • war d 'tU\1-or~ tHe n~•t: "ftJr t l!Jl•1co1Wfc; of 
1 Lv futz -, :~•~F3j81ij;?jr~? d:,,~{•tt~elt . )I ~lf' ,0 ' 

~tid'f..tl.1 1nclude t ~c, cro ot ":t . tr lc,... us t h,. , t9'Ji O"'! wl ~"t 
.i·I.. .. 4 l' .. nin~iieri·•fsr rw-an\y?1tin , big ln t he bone . Eye s blue . Ral r 

"ao b ~ek: end $t r£-i~~(.J j an In1 1r-n 1s ". A he...,.Y'. nose . 

I w<)ul d suggea t t hat Ji'oe r be 5hown si ttlne a horee i n t he " p:reen·, riding 
habi t whos e f u 11 skirt f' el l li ke ~ r een wate r fal l ove -.- t he flank of 
hp; ~p~~~t.t.~t did not conceRl a lr of ex-iene i ve ri~lf'-£ bno t 3 , J:fr. r 
jacket wa11 cut i n t h e tight - wa iste d military f a shi on, wi t h lar ge 
go l d-b~.id,.,d troes and s ilver but t ons ; O.."l.d •.1pon hl!!r h.c- 1r sn t a j ."\un ty 
wi de- brimmed hat with. an eriormou s fea t he r slanting back over her shoulder • ., 
"~e , rcr.1ld be wea r i nc a ~..annish e tocJ.: ebout t he t hr o~t, M P. rtf'fled 
wh i te J a bot . The Jacke t has a l a r ge f a lse pocket a t t he h i p, ornament ed 
Tl'1th t hr " e nl lver buttons ~.,..d eol d-bra l de d r r oc n .- T.;_ft ~t ot the 
jacket 1a long . with t h r ee or f our s ilver but t ons • She would be 
•rear i ng g love s . 

Jlv i d woul d bo s t nnd1nr , l o11kil'lP,: up rt h '! r . ·u o ha ir i n un..,o..,d.ered 
and tie d in a s impl e queue 1"1 t h a s1!'18ll r ibbon. He wears heavy shoe s 
" 1th n1"1ch:Jcck bu.c1:: c:;, r.hitc co t to"l st':)cJcint1s , p l ain blPclt breec~es 
buttoned i f below t he knee with t wo or t h r ee but t ons, a snuf f - coloured 
ll"C.istcoot , n.."1 over i t n 'l')l o.1n bl ue coa t $$86 , unbuttoned f or t he snke 
of s howi ng t h e wa i stcoa t , t he tJk irts of t he coat falling away t o a 
po i n t ju!;t a bove r...nd baolt of t he knee . He ~•Mr1' n a i mp e white stock 
and i n h is hand i s a corn:non bl ue t hrice-c ~ e d hat. 

I n o t her words, s he is grande ~ . while he is jus t a merchant 1s 
clnrk. drooi:t / ' '!or t t-ie •10< ti"lt~- h,..1\eO o-i t1v, ~b:.i::.t..~ • 

.,4 W.\Y no t , 4001"' thl" a-ika ot t h1' c ·"ltr(' l t.'·u,-~e ,., ... tti."J 9tor:, , 1111~0-, i?J. 
t he background t haf flag flown by t he Nova · Scotia --- t he 
•:.91\P. l J,: .. cr1c--..n j:,cl-:, 11tit~ it--. thirt ee:"1 r ro: t'! 'l...'l t' ""'11-to dri "'P.'h h-1.t ll"i th 
a. 1tl!la l l un i on i n t he U!lre r corner nex t t he etaff. 'lhh union 
1 ri t ~(l COM.OZ" WO l l r' co 1bi "'\8 the c r O<;'l'I o'! !J,t . Geor - e f\.,"11, ""t . Ard?'ffl" 
bu.t ,,ou.ld not i ncl udn t ho cro u ot St . Pa t r i c k , t he uni on wi t h 
Irsl tt!id h::~ ot t he."l. tr: ';:on , 1 ... ce. 
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DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, L~c., Publishers 

GARD RN CITY, J. Y J 
Please address reply to New York Office: 14. WE.ST 4()TH ST., 

!WCkln<'ELLE.R CF.S TER , NEW YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Raddall: 

May '22 , 1942 . 

/ 
;~~~=dr~:. th;6 m!!;r~~~ ~er a~~: i~c~=~ ;~!c~0 J~!t in 
because it wou l d bul ks larg e l y t ha t the whol e sugges -
tion of the cover woul be ror.1antic. This wou ld not 
be advisabl e because w must in sane way achieve a 
suggestion of scope . owever , we ar e going to have 
Fear in riding cost um , with the riding crop i n her 
hand , a.no. we ar e al s go ing to try to introduce the 
flag i f it can be fi ted into the design . 

e rel ieved to lrnow that vie have 
viewpoint on the matter of the t 1 tle . 
s but it has co l or and original i ty . 
llKEES it is . 

Yours sincerely, 

--r--~~-
T . B. Costain 

Mr . Thoma s H. Raddal l , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia. 

TBC :H 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A1VD COMPANY, rnc., Publishers 

GARDE.."J CITY, X. Y. 

Plea.re address reply lo New York Office: 14 WEST 49'"1 ST., 

ROCKF.t"lll.l,F.K Cll!,' TJI.R , ~EW VORK , N. Y. 

\ 

!,lay 26 , 1 942 , 

Dear Raddal l : 

the jacket 

\ 

he basis of t he 
u sent of Fear and 

We ar e working o 
i llust·ration on 
descriptions 
?.ii chael . 

Al l rig ht, sinc e you prefer it that 
way , keeP. the manuscri pt i ntact until 
you c an end it compl ete on June 15th. 
It shou d.n 1 t matter too much to us 
in our ·rnrk nov, that we have your 

d escriptions . 

Yours s in cere(.•, ----. ,-----._-----------, -
/ S, 

T . B. Costain 

Mr . Thomas H . Raddall , 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia . 

TBC:H 



OOUBLEDA Y, DORAN A'.'\D CO.\WANY, 1:-c., Publishers 

GARDE:,;[ CITY, )[. Y. 

Pfoase address reply lo N ew York Office: 14 WP.ST 4-()TH ST., 

ilO<:Kl:J'El.U:RCDITHR, :--itW YORJI., N. Y. 

J une 2 , 1 942 . 

Dear Ra ddall: 

I enc l ose a r ough tracing of the map 
of old Nova Scotia, or rather the 
section of it whi ch ou r Art Department 
prop oses to use fo r t he end papers of' 
HIS MA J ESTY ' S YANKEES . This is sent 
you wi th th e i d ea that you will indicate 
on it the v arious p laces and events 
mentioned i n the story , that should 
be i n c l uded . Our thought i s to make i t , 
to s ome extent , a decorative type of map . 

Two photostats of t he map are en closed 
in case there are points beyond t h e line s 
of the tracing that y ou want c overed. 
Please return both photostats along 
,·Ii th the tracing , f or our furt.rier work 
here . 

Yours sincerely, 

T. 13 . Co stain 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 



Juno 8 th , l 942 

Dear Coatain , 

. Todq I am sending ;you by insured mai l t he compl ete nanuecr1pt 
of 11 H1a • jast y ' s I t h i nk: ;rou. will like it. 
Dr. tel l of the Public Archives ot Nova Scotia h about 
i t , calla it 11undoubtedly t he Canadi an book of t he yenr11 ; bu.t that'• tlAttery, 
of course . Yor myself I can •~ t h.at this h a book I have want ed to wr i t e 
for and now t hat 1 t h written I feelf t hat t h e wo:tk h good. 
I have believed that a roaance with an hh torica l bac~round ehould 
be b&l!l ed i:m honei,t refl@&roh , e.nd t hh one i e ; the e t oey of the strene1 h 
the • tor y of t e Tank:eea of ~ova 6cotia t at t.he HJH ti e I have not l e t 
the his t ory and the t a l e get ou t of t heir proper 

I attach one or t wo ffol#fff for the front pa«H of the 
book . I could give ti long bibliographJ' of aource materi al bu.t 1 t to 
ae that auch a h more likely to fr i l)hten than t o interHt the r eader. 
1'le autetandin& p·lblillhed on t he aub ject a re "Th• Neutra l 
of liiova Scotia" by J . :B . Drebner ( Colunbia Univereity Pren . 1937). and 
W. B. 11 'Iha Maritime of British !forth J.meric& and t he 
American ReTolution" . Chiefly Icy" wer e u.nuscrip t and e tate 
in t he Pu.blic of Nova Scotia ; the voluminous diary of 
Si meon and j(fflff other papera i n t he of t he Qu.een1 
County Rh t orical Society . I have gone o•,er nearly all t he in thh 
book on the ground ( a ll of t he i mportant and of course I have 11 ved 
narw i n t he t own of Li verpool where t h e book Me roots . 

Dr. Martell t h i nka I ahould wri t e eoi:ie k i nd of epilogue point i ~ au.t 
that many- his t orica l r eference• in thh book are exact: George 
warrant to t he apy 11Aaron Truedel l" h cop i ed from the orig i nal document . 

h Washi ngton ' • l etter concerning the propoaed inva flion of NOT& Scotia ; 
the i ndi ctment f or high t r ea1on qu.oted i n t he courtr oom acene h copied f rom 
acimal indictments againat the Nova cotia rebel s of 176 and 177 -- and ao on. 
What do you think of this ? 

'nle map you aent is moa t unau.1 tabl e f or this book . It to a 
period ch earlier t hen 1775, when mftD¥ plnce nl!lllea had been c~ed. 
Thus Liverpool h shown on the map •• 1'Port Senior or • YCl'lllou.th 
appears aa "Forked Harbour"• and Windsor a• 11 Phiquid 11 • Cumberland h not 
!l&l'ked a t all. I ahall have a !lade showing the of t h i n& we need. 
and will send i t a long i n t wo or three daye . 

So::ie time 860 George :Blackwood ( of • Blackwood & Sone , Edl nbureh) 
a.eked lf his fi rm mi ght have an op tion of the publishi ng of 
book i n Great :Or i t a in. I JM.de no answer, not knowi ng your vi ew i n t he mat t e r 
and pr efllrri ng i n any case to talk about i t when t he book wae finished. 
Blackwood an old friendj and I ' d like t o give a chance t o look it 
OYer i f t t doea not l n t ~rfer8 with my- contr!l!.ct wt t h l'louble..,~y Tioran. 

Tow. mi ~ t add to t he i n your fil •• that I am now a 
lieu.tenant i n the 2nd (reaerve ) Battalion, fle e t Nova Scotia Reg i ment . 

:":;i ncereQ', 

1r . T. B. Co, t a in 



DOUBLtOAY, DORAN Al\.'D COMPANY, me., Publishers . 
GARDEN CITY, "N. Y. 

Please add ress reply to New York O{/tce: 14 \\'EST 49TH ST., 

R¥k'Ef1!LLER CloXTER, NEW YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Raddall : 

June 16 , 1942 , 

I have just finished reading HIS MAJESTY ' S YAlTT-i:EES and I 
want to cong ratul ate you on having written an ex treme l y 
f ine novel . I think i t measures u p to the best of the 
historical novels ·written with an American setting , tuid 
that it fulfil l s the promise your shorter work has shovm . 
It is particul arly g ood in all the nature and woods stuff 
and I am sure that your research was thorough and discern-
in g f'or I f'elt , in reading the story , that I v,as back in 
the period with your characters . 

T'nere are some changes that I think advisable and which would 
not t ak e up too mu ch t ime . They mustn ' t , in fact , beca use 
\"le are countin g on getting the book into the earlier fal l crop 
wh e r e it vlill have the best chance . 

On page 243 where David meets Mark again af'ter the long 
separation , there should be some little talk about home . Af t er 
all , Mark has left a domestic situation there unsolved and 
he would have enoug,,.½ curiosity to ask some questions . I 
think it is i mportant to fill in a l ittle here because it 
gi ves you the chance to keep interest in the home life of 
the Strang fami l y . David has been away for n l on g t ime and 
Liverpool has fallen into t he back i:;round . Here i s a good 
chance to bring that essential part of the story back into 
the readers ' mind s . 

Your story reaches its p eak when David is tried f or treason 
and Fear goes on the stand to s ave him . The re is nothing 
that creates g rim suspense like a man on trial for hi s life . 
I have covered many murder trials in my newspaper days and I can 
still recall the tenseness in the air . This is l ost in 
David ' s trial b e c au s e of the explanation that Francklin gives 
int he chapt er before . The reader kn ows that David will not 
be convicted . I think i t is of t he utmost i mportance for 
him not to know of that until a f t er the trial is over . 
Readers mus t be treated to t he full suspense t hat the situation 
will then aff'ord them . A smaller point occurs to me - t h e 
s cheme hatched by Uniacke would not leave the choice of a 



defense lawyer to chance . The young lRwyer should ste.nd up 
and announce hims elf as counsel for the defense . 

It seems t o me also that you ha v e overl ooked one inevitable 
consequence of Fear I s testimony - what her husband wou ld do 
innnediat ely after it. If h e were i n Halifax at t h e time , his 
h onor would compel him t o c ome gu nning f or David . If he is 
still a t Cumb erland, there would be no irmnedi a te dan ger but 
in that case t he r e sh ould be some talk of what will happen 
when he gets t h e v;ord and comes back . Personally, I t hi nk 
yoti. should have him in Halifax because then you create 

./ 

another v ery dramatic situa ti on. David , of cour s e , would 
be only too glad to rre et him . You can 1 t hav e a duel on 
accoun t of the meeting of the tv,o men later , bu t the 
imminence of it sh oul d be in the sir a.'l1 d DaVY' s father and 
t h e rest of t hem should get him out of Halifax a ga i nst his 
will in order t o prevent viol ence . 

On pag e 396 you say nothing a b out what h appen ed with Davy and / 
Fea r both in t h e boat . I kn ov, you wou ldn ' t want t o get them V 
i nto any l ong conversation butt here should be something of 
what happened - Davy ' s awareness of her, a look , perhaps one 
sentence of talk . 

On pa g e 409 you make h tm seem priggish for the first time. He 
would have s omething m_ore to say to Fear than you put into hi s 
mouth. I know you don ' t want him to make any declaration 
because if h e d i d it would t ak e a wa y fro m the full importance 
of the lo ve scene which comes la t er ; but to simply say 11 Good - bye 11 

makes t he r eader impatient with him . I think you ought to 
look this scene over and see what can be done about it . 

Finally on pag e 431 I don't like the idea of the love scene 
followi ng immediately after t he fi ght . David has killed h:l s 
brother and t h e only thing h e would want to do at that stage 
wou l d be to crawl off lik e a wounded animal . He could th ink 
of nothin g e l s e and i t woul d be imp oS'sible f or h im to tallc to 
anyone until h e got hold of h imself . The love scene should 
follov, t h e n ext day or late r 'that nigh t. 

None of t h e s e suggestio.D s wou l d involv e you in any extensive 
rewriting excep t around t he court scene and I want to r e iterate 
my feeling tha t it is very important to make the most of t he 
great opportunity you have there. This mu s t b e t h e h i gh note 
of t h e story fr om the standpoint of drama. 

Agai n expressing my a dmira tion f or the f i neness of the book 
and my thanks f or your faithfulnes s in me e ting the date set, 
I a m 

r.ir . Thomas H. Ra ddall , 
Li v erpool, N. s . 

Yours s i ncerely , 

_e__ ~-
T. B. Costai n 

j 



P. S . I will hold the manuscript here as I f'eel sure you can 
w.ork f'rom your carbon copy on any chang es you may see fit to make . 

TBC : H 



Dear Costain, 
Thanks f or your l e tter of June 16 t h. I hav e wir ed asking you to 

r et urn t he M/ S, which embodies cer tain i mpr ovements I ma.de after sending the 
ca r bon to Chambrun. Let me take your points one by one : 

11 0n page 243 where David meets hlark again . . . t here should be s ome l ittle t a lk 
about home . 11 I can do t h i s . But pl ea se r emember t hat Mark is still mys tif i ed 
a s t o which qf t he brothers is the gui lty seducer of Joanna, and whil e hi s 
su sp i c ion l argely fal ls on Luke and to a les s er extent on J ohn, he would be 
diff ident about opening up t he sub ject even with David , who had pr es er ved t he 
same guilty si l ence a s the o thers. 

11 The t ~ . . . . th e r eade r knows t ha*vid will no t be convi c t ed11 • 
I cannot agree with you here . What Fr i n ,fffl sai d befor e t he tri a l was that 
h e could open prison door s but he coul not tru:iper with t he c ourts. In otb.er 
words , if Davi d 1s case came t o tria l nothing could save h i m. The prisoner s were 
be i ng held i ncolllJTWli cado i n the Halife,t gaol i; t he public di d no t kiiow they wer e 
t here . :But onc e a ca s e came to t he courts t h e cat was out of t he bag and Francklin I s 
1~ :,0~nce cou l d not s ave t he pris on er . I can make t his clee,rer I pe r haps , by having 
F: ; t~lin say definitely in t he pr ison scene t ha: , i f Un a ~ f a il ed t o f al l in wi th 
h is p opos i tion , then Davi d mu.st go t o tria l an~ the ga lol!s , 

Your ppint about t he l awyer . It is customary in Br i ti~h courts when the pr i s oner 
has no counsel to appoint one f r om the barri s t ers pr esen t . I n ia.odern prac,ice 
t he pris oner ie permitted t o choos e his own counsel . from t hose pres ent by simply 
producing t he swn of one guinea . The bar r ister so chosen mus t t ake t h e case, t hough 
h e be t he most $$.i expens i ve l awyer in t he land , and t he guinea is his sole 
payment f or his s ervi ces . The ancient prac t ice is a li t tle vague; a pparen t ly-
counsel was a pp0i n t ed by th e judge . I n my story t he l awyer Thr eadbare is pr es ent 
and waiting f or the appointment , fl.,(J:.ffI have made it clear t hat t h ere w re no 
othe r people pr esent in the court excep t t he court offic ials and a few spe ct a tor s 
11 of t he poorer class 11 • Ar'so some t hing should be l ef t to the r ea der' s i magint ation . 
It is obvious that the appearance of Judge Mor ri s , an old comr ade in arms of 
David 's f a t her , on t he~ch i ns t ead of $$$ Chief~Ju stice Bel cher , may have been 
arranged, i f not by Fr in , by the Council it . f(J,f fhe Council was not 
over - anxiou s to hang the ber land r ebels , for f e of r epercussions t hroughout 
ifte p r ovince. $$$$1$$j$$$$§$$$6d• They would not care a hoot a bout s o poor a 
(1tjisoner as David , but if t h ey hanged one t hey mu.st hang all -- and Uni acke had 
powerful friends i n Halifax and i n England. So tfaM; the .7-eader can read.ljy i nfer 
that Judge Morri s deliber a telx' chos~ Th.r ~dbare beiMMe E(__ Thr eadba re wa~ tanding in 
the court wi t h Davi d 1s f a t her_,) and teat orris himself was anxiou s to see the 
pr isoner acquitted. However I will chang_e t he M/S t o make Threadbare come 
f orwa r d an~ounc e himself t he prison er 1s coun\jsel. 

11 11 You have 01, erlooked one inevita bl e sonsequence of Fear 1s ~ffff test i mony 
.. .. what her husband woul d do. " $$$$$$$!1f;.;i;,'ft~hought I had made it clear 
that Fear had l eft her husband at Cumbe r land - - de ed h im in fact . 
Fro.n the trial she went on to A1L.'l t Shaddock at New rk . Her husband could do 
noth i ng when t he nev,s r ea che d him. I n t he firs t p l ace as en off icer and a gentleman 
he could not cl'fl l e~e so lowly a crea ture as David to a duel ; t hat was absolu tely 
against the co~. In the s econd pl a ce he could not leave his post in Fort Cumberl and 
while r ebe,\ forces remained on the St . John. I n t he third place David had 
di sap-7ea r e'\_ ,,into t h e b l ue ; he was in fact 111 to t he p oint of deat h at t he J ew1 s 
house, and as soon as he was able to be about, h e slippe d out of t h e jiff town. 
The r eader should be a ble to s ee that Cap t a in Helyer mus t have r emained pashing 
his t eeth a t Fort Cumber land, knowi ng nEith er t he whe r ea bouts of his wi f ~ r David. 



.fL-h 
Also Hel yer makes it clear in his •conversation/\with David on the St. John that 
he we~-~ the Yo~re far@er at Cumbe rlanp. end II sweated the 1i::th out of him 11 , 
and 'b~1i e, es tha t Fear had &ne- th-f'i ·not so much to Davi d as to 
hu.r.t her husband. In dither wor ds, Helyer AM. satisfied himsel f that Fear 1a 
tes) mony in court was false, and he attes tshi s faith in her virtue 
--- 11 a wife more honest never breathed." 

~:;;_ .. 
11 0n page 396 you say nothing about what happened to David and Fear both i n t he boat. 
This is a good po i nt . I shal l r emedy this with some conversation between t hem, or 
at least I shal l make David aware of her p r eseui in some way. 

11 0n 409 ... . to simply say Goodbye make s the reader impatient with David. 11 

I see your poin t her e. The si t uation i s diff icult. As you po .1il out, I can 1 t 
have him declare his love a t this Hffj stage. H~ He bel ~~es tha t she 
is grieving over $$ her husband 1s death, that she is r eturning to her family. 
I 111 see what I can do with it. 

11 On page 431 •. • I don't like the idea of a love s cene immediately after ... David 
has killed his brother . " Nor do I, $$$$$$$$$$$$J,$$$$f$$$t$$$$$$$~~$$$ 
~/ff;~ personal ly; but I have made it clear 
that 1:6.vid, har d-ca sed by suff ering and war, is not th_!IJ kind to creep of f and 
weep afte rwards. Mark refuse.t to kill Luke; David obeyV'--his f ather without ---~ W 
hesit i ation. Jr_,e has in him the ruthlessness of the old man himself; 'ai'd.lt he wSore 

J theme of t he, book is DF.Lvid 's metanforphosis from an indolent easy- g oing ;;au.th to 
a living and b r eathi~im~e of hi s f a t her . Of course h e has pangs over t he deed, 
and it is this very which breaks down his self-imposed silence and makes 
him demand Fear now. H .. must have he r. In her arms he can find r elief and 
forgetfulness , now+tiere else. I could avoid t his situation by having 
Mark kill Luke, since 1 t is essen t i a l for the drama of t he story t hat one brother 
kill the other on his father's order. Wha t do you think 1 I still t hink David 
shmld be t he one. Mar k is t oo easy-going# for such ruthlessness. 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN .fu~D COMPANY, 1sc., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, !-1 . Y. 
,/ 

Plcdse address roJ)ly to New York O{/lce: 14 WF..ST 49TH ST., 

ROCKf.t"RU,ER CllSTfR, SEW YORK , N. Y. 

June 18 , 1942 . 

Dear t.1 r . Radde'.11 : 

Tb.is is just to let you know that we 
have mailed to Ur . Howland of the 
Jacques Chambrun office today, the 
check for the balance of the advance 
due by contract on HIS I".tAJESTY 1 S 
YA11KEES on receipt of complete manu-
script . 

As you know , the amount called for 
is $ 400 . Wi t h the U. S . 1576 vrithhol d -
ing tax deduc ted this mnkes our check 
to Jacques Chambrun, ~340 . 

Yours sine e r el y , 

Eth el I1I . Hul se 
Secretary to Mr . Costain 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddal l , 
Liverpool , 
Nova Scotia . 



I 
(copy) 

June 18 , 1942 . 

Dear Lir . Hov,land : 

I enclose ch~ck for $340 in p ayment 
of t h e advance of $ 400 due by contract 
on rec ei pt of the complete manuscr i pt 
of HI S MA .TESTY ' S YANKEES, th·e historical 
novel of Nova Scotia b y Thomas I-I . 
Raddall, less the 15% U. S. withholding 
tax . 

Yours s i ncerel y , 

Ethe l M. Hulse 
Secretary to Mr . Costa:t n 

I.1r . Hewitt H. Howland , 
Jacques Chambrun , 
745 Fifth Ave• , 
New York City . 



DOU~BLEDAY, DORAN A.~D COMPANY, L"<c., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y . 

Pieare address reply to New York Office: 4 WEST 4-9'"I sr., 
llOCKEYf:LL£R CESTER, NEW YOllK , N . Y. 

Dear Raddall : 

June 23 , 1 942 . 

I see your point i n each case but I think you can accomplish 
v1hat I \7an t ed by les s radical suggesti on s than I made i n 
some cases . In each case a question arose i n my mind as I 
vrns readin g and I thi n l<: the same question mark woul d come up 
in the minds of most peopl e reading the story . The main thin g 
is to f i nd how best to satisfy the question mark . 

Perhaps you can get a r ound that point about the trial in the 
way you sugg est . Vlhatever you do , hm1ever , make sure that the 
shadow of the g allows is going to hang over the next chapter . 
It should be in Davi d ' s O\'m mi nd that he is not going to ha; e 
a chance . He shoul d be reconciled to c onviction and death . 
When the reader kn ovrs t h is , David ' s courag e in nanti nc; to 
prevent Fear from g i vine her evidence will be all t he finer . 

As I am a Canadian by birth I knew about the custom of select -
ing defense couns e l . I overl ooked your reference to the fact 
that no other lav,yer was in the room . Perhaps the reference 
should be ma d e a little mor e specific. 

The fact that Fear ' s husband is a t Fort Gumberland makes it 
impossible for him to be in Halifax , of course , at the time of 
the trial . Still , you are ove rlooking a chance f or a further 
interestine; point of the s ituation by passing over the possi -
bil ity of a conflict bet ween the two men . I thi nk you ought 
to put somethin g in without a doubt. When I came to that part 
of the manuscript I was wondering what was go inG to happen and 
I was very much d isappointed vihen nothing d id happen . I think 
you should , at any r ate , have some talk between Davi d ' s father 
and the lav,yer , or scrne other ch aracter , i n wh1. ch they 
would express anxiety about v1hat v,as going to happ en and the 
nece s sity of getting David away before th e husband cou l d appear 
on the scene . Shouldn ' t there be some discuss i on a l s o as to 
what is going to happen to Fear herself? How that we are on 



the subjec t I must confess I did not like having the old 
man brush her aside that way . After a l l , she has saved 
David's life and that entitles h er to so me consideration 
from him . A thought h as occurred to me as I dictate that the 
discussio:p about the husband · might talce place between the father 
and Fear. \1.ay shouldn 1 t he go to see her in a stern a.rid 
diGapproving mood but neverthe less fe eling compelled to do so? 
In the taHc between them the question of the husband's attitude 
cou ld come out . Fear might know that he is on '.cis way to 
Halifax and warn the fathe r that David must be ta.1<en away at 
once . That wouldn I t take very long to do a.."l d it would fi ll 
a gap ,·1hich I fe l t and which most r eaders would feel also , 
I t h ink . 

It is quite clear , of course , that David cannot make love to 
Fear durine the scene on page 409 . The reader should feel , 
however , that David himsel f isn ' t going to let the girl drift 
out of his lif e . That is what I objected to , I thi nk , the weak -
ness of hi s attitude . 

In connection with the last scene don ' t you think you could 
overcome wh at I felt there by having a few words exchnnged 
between David a.."1d his father? I am sure that it must be David 
who kills Luke. r.tark , as you say , is too easy g oing , whi l e 
David is a chi p off t h e old block . A few words between them 
as man to man e qually responsible for the killing of Luke would 
undoubtedly remove t h e suge; estion a l most of cal lousness ,·1hi ch 
you can 1 t hel p feelin g when David g oes rigli.t int o his love 
scene . Again , that v1ould take not more than half a pag e to 
put over. 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 

TBC : H 

Yours sincer ely , ~ 
~--------, (_ ,,.:z=_ , / s. 

T. B. Costain 



DOUBLt:i'JAY, DORAN 1\..~D COMPANY, 1:,;:c., Publishers 

GAKDE!-,i CITY, N. Y . 

P11ase address reply to New YOrk Office: 14 Wl!.ST 49™ sr ., 
fac k EYF.Ll.ER. CE"STER, :.Ew YORK , -:. . Y. 

July 6 , 1 942 , 

Dear Raddal 1 : 

As Mis s Hul se wrote you , our check 
for :;;340 was sent to the Chambrun 
office on June 18th . IJ.'his v,as in 
payment of the ~400 balance of the 
advance on HIS UA.JESTY ' S YANKEES due 
on receipt of complete ms ., less t he 
U . S . withholdin g tax at the current 
rate of 15%, A copy of t h e letter 
1s enclosed . 

There seems to be a queer little mix- up 
on the part of the Chambrun office, 
which I hope you ' l l have no difficulty 
in straightenine out . 

_ You~~nc~ 

T , B. Costain 

Ur . Thomas H. Radel all , 
Liverpoo l , Nova Scotia . 

TBC : H 
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DOUBLEDAY, DORA.~ A.'\'D CO?.lPANY, 1sc., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

Please address reply to l'••ew York Office: 14 WF.ST 49TH ST., 

llOCkF.l'ELLt:llCE~TEI. , ~l'.W YOllX , N. Y. 

Aucust 19 , 1942 . 

Dear Raddall : 

Ile are sending you today by 
parcel post , special hand.line 
the c;alley proofs and proofs 
of front natter , together •,11th 
the setting manc.i.script of EIS 
I:AJES'I'Y ' S YAl:lli .-r.:::3 . I 1m sorry 
to say they have come t..'1.rou7)1. 
a little late , so I hope you co..n 
cive them inu,odiate attention and 
get them b a.ck to us ui thin a week 
after receiving them . Please ma:rn 
sure to return the manuscript alone; 
with the proofs , as v,e need it ,..or 
further nork h ere . 

I haven 1t read the story throue;h 
ac;ain in r;alley form but I have 
dipped in to l t here and there and 
run nore impressed than ever with 
the strength and beauty of the 
nriting which you have ::= ut into 
it . 

Yours~ "'1ncerol ~r-----,. 
____,.._I -- ~ -

T. J.3 . Costain 

J.:r . Th0r1.as II . Raddall , 
Liverpool , 1Iova Scotia . 

TiiC: ll 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A."'-'D COMPANY, 1:-.c. , Publishers 

:,:::,:::·ro:,;toN,~YockOfllc, '4•='49'HST , ~,ir '11
~o/ 

ROctrnYl::LLf'.R CENTER, :-it:w YOllK , N. Y. T \ 

September 9 , 1942 . 

Dear Raddall : 

We have jus t b een discu ssing publi city 
plans for the book . We are g oi n g to 
d o quite a little in a dvance of pu b l ica -
ti on , incl uding a f ull page in Publishers ' 
We ek l y , which is the trade paper of the 
A.'llerican bo oksel lers . 

It was necessary to postpone HIS 
MAJESTY ' S YAtr~EES from October 9th to 
23rd b ut t h at is perhap s ju s t as well. 
You wi ll be in ahead of the great r ush 
of fall books which c an be anticipated 
i n November , at any rate . 

I am enc l osing a proof of t he jacket 
which we here a r e qu i te enthusiastic 
about . It has a lot of carrying power 
and s trength , I t hink . 

Yours si ncerely, 

T. B. Cost ai n 

Mr. Thoma s H. Ra ddall , 
Li verpool, N. s . 

TBC :ll 





DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, Isc., Publishers 

GARDEN" ClTY , N. Y. 

Please address reply to New York Office: 14 WEST 49'fll ST., 
ROCKBFl!IJ.ER CESTl!R, NBW YORK, N. Y. 

September 18 , 1942. 

Dear Mr. Raddall : 

Your lett er of t h e 14th c ame in during Mr . Costain ' s 
o.bsence on a short vacation so , I want t o report 
for him in connection with the errors you found in 
t h e jack et copy on the proof sent to y ou . 

That proof v,as not the finished jacket . It is our 
practice , in makin g up what is knm-m as a dummy 
jacket , simply to re produce the catalogue copy 
on the back . I am sorry to say, the catalogue copy 
on the book ran just a _s you saw it there, with the 
two errors in fact concerning the book , and the 
inaccuracie s i n t h e l ittle biographi cal sk etch . 
The catalogue was prepo.red in June and, of cou rse , 
there is nothing to be done abou t t hat at this s t age . 

However, that copy appears nowhere else where it can 
mee t the publ ic eye , and I am a s sured that i t vlill 
not appear on the jacket for the edition . At 
present it seems probable that there wi l l be copy 
used on the back of the jacket to promote the sal e 
of war bonds , and t hat no picture of you will appear 
there . 

It i s g ood to have the a dditional note consisting of 
Lor d Tweedsmuir' s statement from the forewo r d of your 
book of short stories , and copies have been made both 
for our sales department and for possible use by our 
adver t ising and publ icity people . 

Yours sincere l y , 

Ur . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, Nova Scot :t a . 

}~ 
Ethel M. Hulse 
Secre t a r y to Mr . Costain 



DOUBLEDAY, D ORAN A..'1D COMPANY, tNc., Pu/Jlisbers 

GARDE..,._ CITY, N. Y. 

P/.eO.fe address reply to Nev: York Office: 14 WEST 4IJTll sr., 
ROCKEl"IU,l,F.R CE~TF-R, SEW YO RK , N. Y. 

Dear Raddall : 

September 22 , 1942 . 

As you know I was away wh en your note came in but 
Miss Hulse seems to have handl ed all the points you 
raise d . Th e catal ogue copy had to be wr i tten so far in 
a dvance that we bad to act on suppositions rather than 
facts . Your original p l an wa s to have two l ove affairs 
f'or your hero, Fear and the dau ghter of a U . E. Loyalist . 
That plan you dropped as the story developed , quite 
wisely , because it resulted in a singl e intere st l ove 
story which is a l ways sound; but I was under the 
impression that you i ntended to have t he triangle wh en 
the copy was f'irst pr e pared. Vie wi l l , of course make 
use of the other photo graph in publici ty matters . 

That is a very good idea you a dvance f o r making use of 
Joh n Buchan I s foreword . Vie will certal. nly follow 1 t up . 
\'le are hoping also to get a quotation from Kenneth Roberts 
to use in a dvertis i n g and publicity. A set of galleys has' 
been s ent to h:.m and we expect he wi l l read them and get · 
in touch with us before the book is l aunched . 

I am enclosing a rough proof of the first gun in the 
cmnpaign , which tak es the form of an ad i n Publishers 1 

We ek l y , which, as you prob ably know , is the trade paper 
of th e booksel l e r s . 

Yours sincerel y , 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddal l, 
Liverpool, N. S . 

TBC :H 

T . B. Costain 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A.!~7) COMPANY, 1sc., Publishers 

GARflEN CITY, N. Y. 

Please address reply to ,Vew York O(/lce: 14 WEST 49TH sr., 
IU)CKEFRLLER=Tl'.11., :,JEW YOR.K , N. Y. 

Octobe r 1, 1 942 . 

We have our sales force in this week for conference and 
!,fr . McClell and of McClelland & St ewart , Ltd . of To ronto wh o 
is dovm he re with quite a par t of h is force has the 
most enc our aging reports about what h e p lans to do with 
HIS MA J ESTY ' S YANKEES in Can ad a . They se em di s p osed to 
make a g reat effort with the book and I k now that they a r e 
e oing to put every ounce of d rive t hat they can into their 
sales c ampa i gn . 

It is too early to make any pr edicti ons but every indic ation 
we have so far is f avor able . There is an e normous r ush of 
books this f all of c ourse and t hat makes it hard to make any 
one titl e stand out , pa r ticularly wh fln it is a f irst appearance, 
but in s pite of the handi caps we are r eel ing ve ry enthusi a stic 
ab out HIS r,:AJESTY 1 S YANKE:83 . 

I have just been talking to Ur . McCl el land and he made t h e 
sugges t ion that you mi ght g et some g ood material from the old 
Halifax Register . He says it g oes way back to t he time of 
Dr ake and the re might readi l y be some names and items there 
that woul d suggest possi b ilities fo r future books . It seems 
to me quite probable that you have a lready examined the 
Registe r and kn ow everythine; on 1 t but I v,anted t o pass the 
word on to you . Mr . IA cCl elland is a great admirer of your 
work personally and is anxious to s ee a suc cession of hovels 
from your pen . 

Yours s i ncerel y , 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, Nova Sc otia . 

TBC : H 

( ~~Le..__._____: 
• B . Costain 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A.'l'\'D COMPANY, INC., Publishers 

GARDEN' CITY, N. Y. 

Please address reply to New York Office: 14 WF.ST 4(}TH ST., 

ROCJl"J\t"HLLER CEXT~R, :SEW YORK , N. Y. 

October 21 , 1942 . 

Dear Raddal l: 

The printed copies of HIS !.!AJESTY 1 S YANKEES are 
noY1 avai labl e . I run quite pl e a sed vlith the appeara.11ce 
of the book and it seems to hnv e made the srune 
impression on everyone here . The jacket h a s quite 
a l itt l e qua li ty and has the desirable pos t er effect 
a l so . The end papers turned out quite well , I t hink . 

Your six a uthor ' s copies were sen t on the 19th addressed 
to you in care of Jacques Charnbrun , which is the usual 
procedure when an author has an a gent . 

Kenneth Roberts has sent us a quotation to be used in 
advertising and publicity \"1h ich indicates that he 
liked the b ook very much . He wrote: 

For several years I 1 ve followed 
Thomas Raddall I s nova Scotia stories 

;~ 1 =n~ay~~ine 
certain that his ne·.-; and .fi r st novel , 
His I.'iajesty ' s ~ ' is only one of c,__/ 

series t hat wi ll make him .famous . 
He ' s a top- h oler,. Don ' t miss him . 

Yours sincere ly, 

~-<..__~-
Mr . Thomas H. Raddal l , 
Liv erpool, N. S . 

T . B. Cos t ain 

TBC : H 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, L"ic., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, N . Y. 

Please acldress reply to New York O/ftce: 14 WEST 4grH sr., 
ROCKl'.J'l\l.1.¥-K CENTl!R, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Raclrl all : 

November 2 , 1 942 . 

Just to keep you a d vised as t o hov, thines are ,e; oine; , the 
b ook cane out on Priday of last Yreek . The re ha ven ' t be en 
any r evie ws i n the Her: Yor!c p a pe rs ye t , but I expe c t t h ere 
will be in next Sunday ' s papers and I wil l s en d you co pi e s . 

In t h e meanwh .i. le , I am sendi ng you with t hi s proofs of the 
ads wh ich are being use d . We are 5 ivi n0 it a p ood pl ay and 
hopi ng th..9.t sales reslllts will warrant us in l:e epi ng i. t up . 

The f inal f i gures are not ye t availab le on the advance saJe 
but i t will be so:riewherc around 4 , 000 , includine; the 1, 000 
whic:1 Canada orc.iered . This , v,e th ink , is an admirable a dvance 
sale for a fi rst nove l in such a crowded year . At anyrate, 
v,e f e el qui to satis f ier~ and we ure hopinG that the reorders 
will co~1 e al ons briskly . 

I ha'.'e heard many p eo ple 1:-: the ore;aniz at .i on , wh o had not 
hud a ch nnce to read it before , say that t hey have nori 
read t he nove l and t hey a r e most enthusiastic about it . 

One of the s e days v;e must be cin to talk about an other novel , 
don I t you thi n k ? 

Yours s i ncerely , 

- / ~ -~ 
T . B . Costain 

Hr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Scotia . 

TBC : H 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPA.t','Y, me., Pllblisbcn,· 

GARDE:S- crrv, :s-. Y. 

Please address reply to Nev: York Office: 14 WEST 4()TH ST .. 

ItOCKEt'l!l.LER CESTER, SEW YOAA , N. Y. 

No'.'ember 1 3 , 1 942 . 

Dear Mr . Raddall: 

One of our book store custO!"ers 
has requested an autogra phed coyy 
of HIS !.1.1\J2.3TY 1 S Y :K::i:'~S . and tho 
store has refe rr ed it to our Sales 
De par tMent , uho , ln turn , has 
as~:cd us to send you n copy of 
the t.J ook f or t hi s .iJU r p ose . Thi s 
sort of th::..ng is a lways a bi t of 
a bothe r , bu t "i/e usual ly try to 
comply . 

Tne copy is c oin/ to you under 
separate cover and I encl ose addressed 
label and 24¢' pos t ::iec f or l ts r 1: t urn . 
So , I hope you ·1'1on r t mind too nu ch . 
1:/e do not kn ov, the nar.ie of t h e cus t omer , 
so only an authogrc.ph is n eeded . 

Yours sincerely , 

~~.J::/~ 
:I!:thel L . Hulse 
Secre tary to :.lr . Costain 

i.lr . 'i'hon o.n E . Radd ill.11 , 
Ll verpool , Nova Scotia . 

;{~1/-_/ 
~?,lf ' 1h11 I~ -a-



DOU.l}LEDAY, DORAN AA"D COMPANY, INC., Publishers 

I 
GAJtDEN CITY, X. Y. 

Please address reply to New York Of/lee: r4 WF.ST 49TH ST., 
ROCKEl'ELLERCE!-IT'Ell1 NtW YORK, N. Y. 

Dear Raddo.11 : 

November 17, 1942 . 

Tha~~s for your note . I am delighted that y ou are beginning 
to mull over the i d ea of' another novel . HIS MAJESTY I S 
YANKEES is getting a fine press and the opening phases of 
the sales campaign seem entirely favorable . Th e reorders 
ran over 500 copies the firs t week , which is a hopeful sign . 

All of us here agree with Ken Rober ts about the advisability 
of doing another costume story first . You might do just as 
go od work if you turned to a modern theme but you wou ld not 
make as much impression on the reading public that way. We 
are strong ly convinced that it would be eas i er to i d entify 
y ourself with readers if' you continued in s omewhat the same 
vein as the first novel . The modern novel could come l ater 
a nd there would be no danger then of e:ny lack of iden t ifica-
tion in the minds of book buyers. You must be the judge, 
of course , but let me r efer you to the f inal sentence in 
the review· from the New York Times Book Review of l ast 
Sunday , which I am encl osing . That is the kind of comment 
that should be considered in shaping y our futu re course . 

We are having the twelve copies of' HIS MAJESTY 'S YANKEES 
sent to you at your author I s discount of 50~t as you request . 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool , Nova scmtia . 

TBC :H 

Yours sincerely , 

T; B . CostalLn 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY !Nu 

Publishers 
14 W'EST "9TH STkEET·ROCKEHLLF.R CE,HER•NEW YORK,N.Y, 

rJr . Thomas H. Ha ddal l 
Li verpool 
1fova Scotia 



Oct. 29-2 1935-Schwab & Beatty AA-Times-4 Proofs 

:.:::::::::::::::: .. ::::::: .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. :::::::: ... :::;:::::::, 
BRAWLING ... BATTLING .. . RUM-DRINKING ... 

Jl ,;;;;i;~< of .!~war of' 76 
" th 6o[Ol1Y tit t ne 14...- Brisding wi1h human conflict and pls• 

sionatead\·encure, 1his is the stirring Revolmionary 
W ai story of Nova.Scotia . .. of freedom- loving 
)'Oun;: Da,-id Strang bau/ing press gangs on die 
Halifa.: docks, spilling Rt'dcoat blood in the savage 
usaulc on Fon Cumberland, ,nd couning che beau-
ceous Fear Bingay who wil!ingly des1royed hcr repu-
tacion to save his life. KENNETH ROBERTS says 
"One of a series 1ha1 will make Raddall famous. 
Don·c miss him." Ac your booksellers. $2.75 

HIS 
MAJESTY'S 
YANKEES 

by 1homas ]-{ R addall 
DOUBLEDAY, DORAN 

Changes ihvolving engravings for the nerl day', issue shcald 
be telephoned to the Advertising Production Department befor• 
I p. m. in order to fac ilitate making necessary changes fo. 
the first edition. Your cooperation in this will be appreciated. 

WAilT ORDER 
&~t Nem i!f ork ~imts 

•A H fH i NEW• TIU.f•• f"IT fl) l'RUIT~ 



O-f l{l,,nic.- J;nordlil7 
/)u,, 19+2-



ti11co/11 .. Melville .. 
Wltit111a11 .. GIBBS 

MURIEL 
Rukeyser ,, ,~·"' 
winner of the American Academy 
of Ans and Letters and the Na-
tional Institute of Am and Le1-
1ers award for "'her forcdu\ and 
originalgif1sasapoe1andbi-

• • 
WT H!L_E LINC?LN was fighting to save the 

Union, while Melville and Whitman were 
forging a new American Literature - W i\\ard 
Gibbs was laying the scientific foundations for 
powerful industrial growth in a reunited nation. 
It was his brill iant genius which formulated the 
Phase Rule, that '"Rosetta Scone of Science." 

Although Gibbs is called by Albert Einstein 
"one of the most original and imrortant creative 
minds in the field of science America has pro-
duced," his name is roday strangely unknown to 
most Americans. Now Muriel Rukeyser cells the 
long-awaited story of Gibbs. \X'ith rare dramatic 
sense and great talent she shows not only the 
many facets of the scient isc·s career at Yale, but 
recreates an entire golden era in the life of nine-
teenth-century America. $).50 

ographer.'' 

Willard Gibbs 
AMERICAN GENlUS 

by ~uriel Rukeyser 

,3 . l 
/{en) . r, 



1homas J-f. Raddall writes a magnificent 
novel of the "14th Colony" 

N i;r:Zr!~·f~~011ie 
ihe Arcadian French, and seukd by hard.biuen 
New Englanders who s1ill looked to Boston as 
home. Into chis country came chc news of the 
Americ:in Revolut ion, spreading dissension like 
lire 1hrough forest ar,d fishing village ... turning 
broth<'f against broiher, man agains1 maid. 

This is the backsround of a remarkable first 
novd chat may well be your surprise profit-maker 
for the coming season .. With its publirncion 
Thomas Raddall seeps into the fim rank of 
l!iswrirnl swry-tellers, as he ~-eaves t_he narra-
uve of Davey Strang and his rebellious love 
affair; of Manhew ··1ht' Hawk," Davey's father 
and former Captain of Gorham's Rang..-rs, most 
feared of all Indian fighiers; of Fear Bingay who 
willinsly destroyed her reputation m save 

Davey's life; and of Ridiard Uoiacke, thl" 
brilliJm and rnlented Irishman who escaped 
?eat~ as a uaimr to become a post-war Jeadl"r 
in hrs adopted land 

Hrs MAJESTY'S y ANKHS is full of passionate 
advl"mure and human conRin, bu1 it's packed, 
mo, with unforgl"twbk visnenes of colonial life 
- moose-hunting with 1hl" wild Micmac Indians, 
candle makins and rum drinking and bundling-
red,bloodl"d fiction chat will thrill ei.·l"ry readl"r. 

T ie•in to the h ii,::h anention-valul" of chis book 
-to your i:uswmers' demand for distinguished 
esca~ reading - by featuring H rs MAJESTY'S 
YAN KHS in your shoi, windows and on your 
counten. Read it yourself,and then recommend 
i t as 1he historica l fiction discovery of 1he 
season. 

H_ )S MAJESTY:S.r11 /};;;·\YANKEES y r 
'¼ / "'·'" J: October 23rd· n.75 ·DOUBLEDAY.DO RA N 



Pam North had an Aunt who was 
{YOUR CUSTOMER'S FAVORITE AMATEUR StEUTH) (ON HER MOTHER'S SIDE ) 

?,~,~!!,,!~k!, ,! lJ sported a 
:,,1:,.1,y 

yel~~.~ wig jf{jf had ~~!~,d f~~r 

OJ:lC\C1 husbands, and thought 
(1. DINWOODIE 2.EUSTACE 3. ANSLEY 4, HOLMES) 

somebody wanted to bur31 her! The 
]SUPERMAN, PfRCHANCE r) (IT WOULD TAKE 3 STRONG MEN 7 DAYS) 

Old Boiler Plate. 
{ PAM"S AUNT FLORA) 

The new Mr. a Mrs. North mystery 
(THE NORTHS HAVE APPEARED IN THE NEW YORKER, ON THE STAGE, IN THE MOVIES, AND IN , llOOKS) 

"HANGED FOR A SHEEP" 
(PEACHY rme, HUH,) 

by Frances and Richard Lockridge 



HTWO 14838-10 proofs to Schwab & Beatty 11-2-x2-0riginal 

,Cinculn •. Melville .. 
Wltiflllllfl .. GIBBS .. 
TOWERING among great American figures of the 

Nineteenth Century was Willard Gibb~, who 
laid the scientific fqundations for pawerful indus-
trial growth in a reunited nation. Although Gibbs 
is calle"d by Albert Einstein "one of the most original 
and important creative minds in the field of science 
America has produced," his name is strangely un-
known to most Americans. Now Muriel ~ukcyser 
tells with rare dramatic talent the-long-awaited story 
of the Yale professor-scientist and the golden era 
in which he lived, adding a new laurel co her 
achievements which have already won for her'· the 
American Academy of Arts and Leners and the Na-
tional Institute of Arcs and Letters award for "'force-
ful and original gifts as a poet and biographer." 
At your bookseller'J. $3.50 

Willard Gibbs 
AMERICAN GENIUS 

by .'.Muriel Rukeyser 

Best Sellers: 
THE DRUMS Of 
MORNING 

VICTOR 
HUGQhy 

/lfallhew /osepl,u,n. 
"Thisishisthirdfull-

by Philip Va~ f?or~n Siem. "One 
of the rno,t d,stmgu,shcd h1w,r ical 
nov.ilsthattheCivi[Wsrhasevokcd." 
-N. Y. Times Book Rcvfrw. $3.00 

PAST IMPERFECT 

blown biography of a great French 
writer, a:1d, to this commentator's 
rnind,it1sthcbest,"sa;·s1hcN.Y. 
Tim es Book R.eriew. Second Lar,<;e 
J>rmtmg. lffusm11rd. $).50 

byI!kaChase,J\nim• 
pcrtn1cnt autobmi;ra-
ph)'. :·strcamli,wd as 
a racing car and at 
times as speedy." -
Alice Dixon Bond. 
12th large printing-
17',600. $2.0() 

.THE UNINVITED 
by Dorothy Jl,Jacardle. The ghost 
story that's hauoting the nation! 
", .. at 3:no A.M.1,-;otup and fin-
ished the bMk. I had to know how 
it came out "-Lewis Gannett. $2.~0 

JUST PUBLISHED 

Z:lta1t!dess eltild 
BY FRANK SWINNERTON 
A mat1ue ,PS)'chological novel about a father 't\·ho trys to 
insulate ]us daught~r from the world and what happens 
when she begias to Judge the wodd through her own q•cs. 

$2.50 

Olt J!prrpu;ed Peace 
BY PRINCE HUBERTUS ZU LOEWENSTEIN 

A personal record of the march of eveflts iit .furop_e over 
the past 1ccadc, a_nd a progrJm for the regcnerauon of 
Europe With a point of view attraetive io propk of all 
retiftons. · $3.00 

Z:lte fep/J/Jer J!ridegrPPIII 
BY EUDORA WELTY 
"A modern fairy tale, where irony . arid humor, outright 
nonsense, deep wisdom and surrcalisuc extravaganzas be• 
come a poetic unity through the power of a pure exquisite 

.Hf;XJ;Je;fus Va1tkee; 
'BY THOMAS H. RADDALL 

/1. lusty tale of Nova Scotians fighting 
to become free Americans in the w~r 
of 1776; of dashing David Siring and 
of Fear Bing:i.y who willingly destroyed ' 
her reputation to save hi~ life. "One of 
a series that will make R.addall famous . 
• . • Don't Jl!iS~ hi.m!" says KENNETH 
fl.OBERTS. • $2.7;; 

DcJUbleday, Dor.in 





DOUBLEDAY, DORAN A.1"'-'D COMPANY, 1sc., Publ isbers 

/ ;ARDEN CITY, N_. Y. 

Please address reply to ,Ye w Y ork Offl-ce: 14 WBST 49TIJ sr., 
IU)CK!lt'BLLER CE'STI\R , Nl'.W YORK, N. Y. 

Dear Raddall : 

November 24 , 1942 . 

First about sales . We have printed 9 , 000 copies and we 
are working up toward the 6 , 000 mark ln sal e s , 2 , 000 of t hi s 
being in t he Canadian market . The fa c t that we h a ve had to 
g o into a t h i rd editi on so quick l y is very promising and , 
as you know , the r e vi evlS have been uni formly very g ood . 

This raises the point in our minds as to vJhether it wouldn 1 t 
be wise for you to c onsider starting i n on another novel 
without losing toomuch time on short stories . Certainl y 
it would be advantag eou s for you to have a novel published 
next year . Unless an author has developed a big fol lowing 
it is difficult to do much for him if he appear s at only 
l ong intervals . I woul d l i ke you to think over your 
financial situati on and l et us know what kind of a proposition 
you would want in order to make it possible for you to start 
at once , or ver y soon , on a second novel . The proper basi s 
would be to think in terms of a mon t h l y payment to be considered 
as an advance a gainst the new book , or agai nst general a ccount . 

Anot her question : 1,'fould you want us to discu s s the d e tails 
of this with your a g ent in New York firs t ? 

T11e orde r for twel ve copies of HIS MAJESTY ' S YANKEES containe d 
in your last l etter was pu t through i mmediatel y . Howev er, 
on the following day our Bi ll ing Department called to say 
that they were abl e to send onl y two copie s to you at a time . 
This is necessa r y in order to c ompl y with the postal orde r 
whi ch a l lows mail ing only 4 l b . 6 o z . to one per son i n 
Canada pe r week . You wi ll , therefore , event ual l y receive 
t h e entire twelve books , but they wi ll come to y ou week by 
we ek in small packages . 

Mr . Thoma s H. Haddall , 
Liverpool , Nova Sc otia . 

TBC: H 

Yours sincerely~ 

~L~-1 T. B . ~tain 



I 
Liverpool,N.S. 

Nov.30/42 

Dea r Costain, 

Thanks for yours of t he 24th. H. hl . Y. has c e rtainly made gratifying 
progr ess in its first month, .A.nd a ll the signs are good. McCl elland & Stewrt 1s 
man, Foster, predicts a best-seller rating by Christmas. I attended an 
autograph party staged by him. i n He.lifa.x , and was intervie..-ed over the r B.dio , 
P..nd so on; t he Noya SRotia newspapers have been g i vint; the book a great play . 
I'm getting 11 fan mail from all over Canada and the U. $,A . 

All this is fine, but as you will r eadily understand, t he income 
from a mode r a tely successful book is not calculated to make the author rich. 
In ·othe r words I can't give up entirely the writing of short stories, especially 
when people like the Post and Collier 1s a r e a sking for my work in that line . 
The Post (accordine; to my agen t Chambrun) are asking for a moC.ern novel from my 
pen , suitable for serial ~ff'; publication. All t h is l eads me to doubt 
whether I can turn out a decent historical novel ( 'lfhich must involve resea r ch) 
by next sumI!ler. Frankly, I 1m puzzled about my p roper course. I have in mind a 
novel, a sort of 11 tale of two cities", the story of Halifax an<i Louisburg, which 
were buil t as militE'.ry projects at huge expense e:a r-:t:=: f the struggle between 
l''rP.Jlce and England for the mastery of lforth America. The riva.lry be tween the two 
fortresses ended , as you know, with the conques t of Louisbur g and a systema tic 
destruction of all its buildings and. works. Triumphant Halifax even carri ed off 
much of the stone from the ruins to put up fine houses for its merchants and 
officials . The story would. follow the ri sing curve of r ivalry, with a climax of 
course in the siege by Wolfe and Amffherst and the ere.sing of Lout:ibur g from the 
map. -ri'~ I have in mind (beside s you r own advice) t he advi ce of Ken Roberts 
to the effect that a series of good histroical novels w~ a better investment 
in t he long run than the q_uick and fat returns of the short story market, 

To drop everythi ng and conc ent r a te oti an historica l novel, I should 
require at a minirrrum $200. 00 a month until the job is done, and a p roper job 
would t alce not l ess than a y ear. 

With r egard t o my agent. I l et hi@ take a comoi ss ion on 11 His Maj esty 1 s 
Yan.'<ees 11 because I he.d p romised to let him s ee a Dovel if I should ever write one. 
Actually, as y ou know, the negotitia.tions were direct. In t he matter of a second 
novel I fe el that nothing is to be ga.ined by discus s i on with him. He h2S already 
to l d me ( in urg ing a modern novel) t hat an historica l novel i s next to ir.1possible 
to sell to ma.gnzines, Wha t h your op inion 7 I want to do the square thing. 

This letter wil l p robably strike you as r ather muddled, but I 1m 
s et ting d.o'rln my thoughts A.S they occur to me. I have one oblig4 tion which I r,mst 
discharge before settling down to write a book. UEtcleen ' s Magazine has asked me 
if I 1d fly to J.oabrador and .do some a.rticles on tfte developments u p there, provided 
they can get tran spor tation and. the censor's permission . I 1ve said Yes. If t h e 
deal goes through I shall be away two weeks or a month, depending on flying 
weather -- not at its best just now. 

Sinc er e l y, 



DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPA1''Y, L"c., Publi.Jbers 

GARDE.."I CITY, N". Y. 

Please address reply to N ew Yo rk Ofll,cc: 14 ·wEsT 49TH ST., 
ROCKEFEI.J,tll Cl! STF.11. , NEW YORK , N. Y. 

Dear Ur . Raddal l : 

December 22 , 1942 . 

\'le rrent into exe cutive session today about the matt er of 
our :future relations.'riip 1:1i th you and I may tell you that 
everyone is most enthusiastic about HIS UAJESTY 1 S YAHKEES 
and the reception it has had ; and the feeling i s very strong 
that we should be able to persuade you to do another novel 
for us as soon as poss ible . Your idea of a novel based 
on the Halifax- Louisburg Feud is an extremely interesting 
one . Vie feel that it wou l d be a log ical successor to 
HIS r, JESTY 1 S YAHKEES and perhaps in some ways a still 
stronger boo le . Certainly lt is a theme that wou l d r ive you 
a chance to increase the hol d that you have established 
with the first novel . 

We are prepared to finance the writing of the noveJ) to the 
extent of $250 a month for a year , that is , $ 3 , 000 , and to 
start as soon as you a re ready to start yourself . You , of 
course , must be the judge about hor, you can arrange your 
affairs b J.t , after twenty years in magazine publi shing , 
I reel that I can s ay that t here is very little futur e in 
short - story v1riting . You can advance your prices for each 
short - story but you are always starting over a gain in the 
sense that you have to devel op a nev, plot for each story and 
the public vd ll soon for get you if you do not keep a ppearing 
continuously in the big magazines . Novels , on the other hand , 
do bui ld up an author ' s reputation quickly and permanently . 
A serial col'1.es some'7hc re in be tween . It is not l ikely to 
be very succe s s ful in the book market , in fact it might 
hur t your standing in t h e trade if it sold less than your 
more s erious novels would do . All in al 1 I feel that in 
advising you to d.o another novel as soon as you can \'le are 
not only on solid ground but that it is advice that I 
would c ive even if' I had no publishing interest . 

Undoubtedly you have mad e your tri p to Lab rador by this time . 
It must have been interesting . Did you know that I was 
editor of Uaclean 1 s r.iaga zine a long time ago . 

?.1r . Thomas H. Raddal l , 
Liverpool , Uova Scotia . 

TI3C: H 

Yours sincerely,...---~ 

-
I T . -r?. Costain 





I' 
DOUBLEDAY, DOR.AN AND COMPANY, 1:,,c., Publishers 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

Plem.e address reply to Nm.;:i York Ofllce: 14 Wl'.ST 49'J'll ST., 

JU)CKU' ELLl',.11 CE~Tf.R1 :,/.l'.W YORK , !'!. Y 

December 31 , 1 942 . 

Dear i,:r . Raddal l : 

Will you k indly let me kn ow if you 
would care to have t h e settin 13 manu -
scr i pt of your novel , HIS !.1AJESTY 1 S 
YAHIG:::ES , r eturn ed t o you? I t h as no\"/ 
s e rved its purpose so far a s we a re 
con cerned and i f you do not care to 
have it b ack , we u ill dest r oy i t . 

As we a r e cramped f or s p ace to hold 
t h es e manuscri p ts , I shou ld appreciate 
an earl y re ply . 

Yours s i ncerel y , 

~c,_,..,,.__ . :J~ 
Ethe l I.: . Hulse 
Sec r e tar y to Mr . Costain 

r.!r . Thomas H. Raddo.11 , 
Liverp ool , liov a Scotia . 
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