
Mr. Thomas R:\clrfall. 
Lt v e rP o o 1 , N • S • 

oear Sir:-

~8 Fern St. 
ttaI1-rax, N.s. 
2 '1 Nov t 9i:;r-. 

I know that I a.,., tak~np- a ,,.,..eat l·t'hert:v 1n writ:lnr: to you 

aslr1nP' r ,.,,.. arlvi c e, htt pleas~ let me state r.iy ProbleT11, ancl then, . if 

vou f"eP-1 like answer1n~, your rePl:v will he ,-:rea:tly aJlPre ciated. 

Firs t , I am a v e teran of the War, w1th a eon,plete dt_aahility 

t hrour-J1 chest, wnunrls, whieh later ~ecame eon,J>lieatecl ~v i t h tu'her-

culos1s. T can :c;t:,111 lead a reasona'hly active 11-re, and am not lookin,t 

ror S1""!Pathv, l-nt I am ,ma°l'l e to work, in the s e nse of holrl:fn,r. a 

i-: t,e arlv eTT>rlo~ent. Consertnently I haTe much tf.me on "'Y hands, and. last 

Oc tobe r I at t emPte d t o start on a hook. 

I have n o t, had anv e xP P. r tcnoc n wrtttnv: , ex~eP t rlurin ,.... the War 

w~en I was ~n th Inte 11 1 r encc orr tce r a nd later Adjutan t of The Royal 

Canad1 an RPp-:J men t . , 1'einr for s everal Periods ,.esJlons 1l, l e ror t he 

Cf\Tl'lP :J 1 :f Tl f" o f t h e War D1 ary. Stnce then I J ave co'ltrHmted several 

t h is 1 s n nt- rn11cJ'l 1n t,h e. wa:v nf' exPericnc (~, hut, t hat is l'lesHle tb~ Po i nt. 

I knm, hy now t hat you are shudder:lnP' and a n t ici P a ti.nr. t ha t l 

m" ,,-01 n f" t o ask vfln t,o r e v :tew "'Y work, hut. such i s no t t h e nase. Th e 

°t' nok 1 R near1n rr c c:m1P let i on and rn y Proh l eM is t h a t I Jlave 'nt the fain tes t 

ic1ea. o f lrnw to P"" al1ou t r.e t tinr.: i t Jluhl i shed.. 

J r t na 1 t ~s verv hard to jurl,e one's own work b ut I have a 

f'ee l 1 TI !" t hat t,h iR 1 s reas onal, l y int,e r e st i nr.- a nd wort h y or Jlul:,l ica t ion. 

I t i s n t r ue t al e of' Nov a Scot i a anrl no at,t, enifl t h a s ~ een wa de to 



Anv ass1stnnce :vou cnulrt ,rive '"", :f.TI the way of advtce as to 

T rlo n<'t evP-n kn<'w hnytllint!". a~out the 't·mdness of coP:vrip.:ht etc, t,hat 

i s 1nvrlve~, or even the s1~e of stat1rnary that is required by Putl1shers 

ror works subrni. tt,erl tf' then,. In fact I am qu:t te 1,,-n~rant of' al 1 that and 

know of no one whoJT1 T can turn foe arlviee • • 
I know this iA askin~ a Int rro"1 a total stranrer, ~ut I feel that 

you w:f rrht 1'~ kind el'lontrJ-1 to help a novice Jnake the first Plunre. Please 

tel 1e,re T'!C, t h:i s is not a Plea for a recommendation or anythinf" of that 

sort. It iir; just tl1at I c'l.o not even know the f1.rst steP in aPProachinr: 

a Pu'h l isl1 e r. 

Let ~n say*~** in closin ~ th~t I have re ad ~~st of your work~ and 

enj~ved the~ i~mense ly. r woula like very much to meet you. I have been 

hnPin!"' t o rnJllrn the jf'lurnev to Liver})ool but A."1 afraid that "1!1 health 

won t l) ertn1t :J t :hi w1ntt~r t :f.me. PerhaPs some t ime next su•er you woul<l 

a llow rne to ~all on vou. 

Ir ,.ron ~J1osc t,o irrnore tlds letter please rlo so. I ~hall 'he no less 

adyn ·frer of' vour books l-ut an'.'-· rePly wi_ll ~e mo,..e than aPJlree1atect. 

You.-os truly, 



• 

:Jeoomber .5th .• 1955 

Dear 4r"" Roy • . 

t hink your best bet would be to subm1t t he 
t ypesc.ipt of ycr:1r book to t ':1e R· rson Press,, Toronto . T .. e ... 
publish t be lare:est list of Canadio.n authors, e.,d eac~ year 
t ore i s t h~ Ryerson -:,mr,1 for w':1at ·they consi.rle::.- the . .st 
book s ootl.tt to t ._ei_n dm·ing t ' .c year. If they decide against 
it ., tr-J :•:cClclland & s ter.,r,:n-t or ro of half a doze.~ Ca.na ian 
book publlshins; fire.s with headquarters in "'oronto. (The Dook 
• _oan ooopl c ean gi v-.2 - 01 L'lame.s ond ~dd.:...woesses.) 

von ' t be d1.scai..1r~E;c i f one o oo.re fir.ma t urn it c o,wn., No t1i10 
editors t hi nk a.like. en what one editor t hinks unsuita' le £or 
i5 lis:t may 'be just "':h~t, an'.Jt' er - i to.,,. is lool<:1.n r._;: f or- . 'rhe wain t hine is to satisfy you.re.elf beforehand that yr::,. have a 

st ~J i or .h tel1i n[: , ~ -::, t !U\t . (Y'J have taken ever-J possible 
effort t o tell 1t ,..-on. After that . have confidence in it. _no 
matter ~1,rt d:is crur.a "!'ements J-:>t rr,ay ,.aet . ' 

I alw3.ys t ype 'jJ"J ""Or on ord5.nary business-s:i.ze white paper 
( 11 u oy ; " ) us1n3 double ll.'le-Spacine . wi th le ... t and r i ght.-
hand tr:l.rgins at l east one inc_. wide . Use one side o.f .the paper 
only. : ber t he pages accur ately.. t ypinz t he munber at the t o.1; or 
each ~3"ge • .JU:D:!ber the chapters also, pl acing t e mIIDOO~ at t he 
.,,ead of e ::1ch chapter . At t.~e front of ax your t ypescript pl.Dee 
a sin~le sbeet giV'in" t he title of your book in t he middle. 
and your na .a and address down towards t : e lat~r rieht - hand 
corner • . ,1rite a separate letter to t he publishing firm , saying 
t 1at you are forwarding for their perusal your ool entit led 

S o-a:11 ,.. ;. but don ' t iv::: a l ong explanatton or suoo.ary 
of your story i n t he let ter . They can find out all that by 
reading t e sto ·itself.- ' 

I f the book is accepted. t ho wblisher will arrange copyright 
himsel-f . i n yoo.r name ; s o you don' t hav~ to worry about that. 
Don ' t fold yoor typescript i n any way; mail it l at. in a card-
board box of t he right size. or wlth gr.>Od stiff cardboard at 
front an• back ., An · t;ood luck! 

incerely. 



near Mr . Had~all : 

1A Fe rn s t . 
H a l i -r ax , N • : • 
2CT ,T an . 1 0"'fl . 

I hav e r een int,en<li.n,P' to wri t e to thank y o u fo:r y ou r k:ind 

and helpful lAtter n~ nee . ~th . Now I have some 2ond news t o 

vr1 t e and I f'etl I owe it Plainl y t o onr p.:ood adv i ce , that is , 

hav e cnnr1aence in t h e work. 

Whi l e workin~ on t he ~ook, which incidentl v I finrt heav y 

ro in~, T de c ided to wrjtc an a~t i cl e just to ,et my ~ind o-rf 

the ma in task -ro r a while. WJien fin.lshed I r e l t quit e happy with 

it, and h~a con f'i <le'fl ~e enoup-h to su'h'fl11 t i t to UacLeans Ha!"azine . 

I was r Aall y qn:t te surprms e ,l t hon!!h when they accepted it. 

I t i. to a ppe::tr in the near t'nture and I am at pre s ent !!'.athe rinP-' 

the p h oto ~a t e rial t o illust~ate it. 

Sinc e compl etin~ t~e art i cl e I ~av e wrj t ten a one hour 

t,e l ev-is ion pJa;v adapten rroP1 r.,y unco,riJJlete d hook. 1 harl i t r ead 

'hy a proclncer rer e at C.B.H.T . ancl he :fe l t it r a s really good. 

He ad.v ised 111e suhM i t it to Kraf t Te l e v ision Th ea tee f' irs t l ief or e 

tryi n r- t h<-' c. n.c •. as J{:r!l.t' t hu:v onl:v t he rip.:hts fo r t~e one 

p e rf'o r ,nance and ickK i f' t11ey nse it, 1.t hecoMe s e l i~ibl e to 

compe t e f' or the ~"'o,ooo awarcl 'hcin ,P.: p:iv en this yea:r. 

Iowc ve r Hra f't will onlv conside r mate rial su'hmitted hy a 

reco1m:f zed 1 i t P,rary ar.-encv. I was wonder in ,r i f:' yo u wn u l cl have 

t J, c adclre ss of such an aP-ent? I f' so could yon let rne hav e i .t ? 

I wi l l ~lo se aP-a in ~h anking ynu fnr your l etter and the 

encoura1!'e ... ent and insr>:t"t"ation y ou ha.v e p-i v en Tne . 

Yours t r nl:v, 



. ebrua 

Dear Eoy,. 

I nras happy to he~:r o your success .. I have 

been my rn 1 a ·ent for so long tbat !Y knowledge of pro-

fossional litera~y agencies is quite out of date ,. I had 

an age t in ~:ew Yor · during my earlie years as a short 

st r y writer.. He was ·clever and enereeti c but most unrel-

iable ·i1..m. it came to se.,,.tlin::; inancL:ll .:.cco nt s . and 

r ·nally 

T :ie r e a :-e one or t wo ..,anadian literar-J agent s 

or a 6e;.1eies ~...- ic..11 advertise t 1eir services i ~ t . r,,.agnzine 

_ bllsho' by t: e C"' • dian .Authors ·ssoc:l.ation. I haven't 

a copy han y at the mO!tcent but I .suggest t ... t you hone 

, :iss •Jelen rei0 hton,, 2 t7e-•. ,eastle Street. Dartmouth 

C hone 6-5157). S 1e is ,n. Vice- resi dent of t _.e C. . A •.• 

Qnd t he _- u lica tion is calle Cana ian Author C: ookman ,. 

.., incerely 

·alter I~oy • sq . 

J C Fern treet , 
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