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I a:111 sure you will recall the somew at lengt y correspond-
ence I had with you five years ago anent plans for Wentworth ouse . 
Those silly plans never turned up , and I am now convinced they never 
will. Briden augh was not helpful with hints as to where they mig t 
be , since they surely do not exist amon st any of the Peter Harrison 
papers , no pathetically few. 

So I was forced ack upon archaeology and the history of 
Georgian architecture in New England ,. I was eventually able to re-
constitute the plans al ong lines which I fee are both logical and 
probable . I do think they cannot be too far from f ac t , except, of 
course , in matters of detail like door frames , etc . But right or 
wrong , they are , in my estimation , a vast improvement upon those 
asinine plans in Parker ' s history of Wolfe oro. 

I have for some time wanted to et those corrections of 
Parker in print , for it is a shame to have historians cont inue , as 
Briden augh uncritically did , to reproduce Parker ' s plans . I had 
hoped , if I could come upon the originals, to persuade the New 
Hampshire legislature to re uild the palace , but that idea is 
totally out of the window; the only pans are Meader ' s , and no State 
Government is going to part with $250 ,000 or more to embody my dream. 
The Wolfeboro Historical ociety has ecome interested in the site 
( thank God , for the State seems pretty much t o have written it off ) , 
and it was not much trou le to induce them to pu lish this ooklet 
in t he effort to raise money to do something with the site . Pe r -
chance you could persuade the Cham er of Commerce or some historical 
association in alifax to peddle s ome of them to help out the good 
s ause . ( /B.: I derive not a penny from any sales , so can tout the se 
sales with conviction! 

It is a pleasure to send you a ro py of this littl effort , 
with the hope that you will find it o interest and per aps a partial 
answe r to many questions that have othered bot1 you and me . 

Very since rely yours , 
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I am delighted that my little monograph pleased 
ou . It is as nearly accurate both factua 1y and essentially 

as ten years of study can make it . 

About the ballroom. I have found no documentar 
evidence for utting it wh re I did on the second floor. 
But my r easons were two-fold: (1), a ballroom and a dr awing 
room were rovided for , and, at least in ew England , the 
drawin or levee room was seldom or never on t e second f oor ; 
(2 , it was reasonably common to put allrooms on the upper 
floor in Yankee mansions -- viz ., the Franklin Pierce home at 
Hills orough, N.H., the Bumpp Tavern at operstown , N/Y., 
the Locust Tree Inn at Old Shatham, N. Y., the Wayside Inn at 
Sudbury , Mass ., to name ut a few. In ee , wou hazard the 
guess most were on the second floor . Further , we have tat 
awkward height of the econd floor , apparently greater than 
that of the ground floor . A shallow- domed ceiling could 

have made the difference , a cei ing more suita le to a ballO 
room than to a drawin room . I have seen one such, at le~st . 
Last ut not least , the Governor was evi ent y planning on 
having the ssem ly meet int e Yansion at least until a 
suit~ble Capitol coul e bit -- and he woul not , I am sure, 
have een interested in having the whole Assem ly go trooping 
up his front stairs to a second floor Assembly Room , when they 
could have as we 1 occupied the ground floo r apartment just off 
the ha l way and in the semi-public part of the uilding . In the 
meantime , the 1entworths would have us ed t e room as a state 
drawing room , for which it was apparen tly originall y planned . 
( For a picture of a simple c untry allroom on the second f oor , 
I refer you to Samuel Chamberlain & Henry Flynt •s F ONTIE OF 



ROBERT F . W . MEADER 

OLD CHATHAM , NEW YORK 
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F ED01 story of Old Deerf ie l d , ~ass .], • 92. It even has a 
ba rre l vaul ted ceilingZ) 

We l l , this is al vecy minor , but an interesting 
point . Thank you for revie ing so kindly my 1i ttle ef fo rt . 
I sent a ro py to Briden augh , too , ut it was returned , so 
perhaps the man is dead . Too much bad \entworth House , perhaps : 

I sti hope to visit Ha i fax and see Sir ohn ' s 
last efforts , ut it wi 1 have t o wait u til ovem er at least , 
as I am too tied up here to leave un t i then . 

Sincere l y , 

/Cf~ 
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