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March 21st,1943

Mr, K.K,Tudor,
Sir George Williams Collegze,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Mr, Tudor,

The newspapers sometimes describe me sz an authority on the
Micmacs, but I shonld hesitate to eall myself anything like that., About
twenty-six years ago I formed & friendship with some Micmac people liviag
near a country town in Nova Scotla, and cince then I Have been trying to fimd
out from them, and from other sources, something about the tribe, I soon
discovered that the Micmac is 2 sort of "forgotten man" amongst the learned
folk who deal in anthropology, archseology and so on in Forth America, A few
scisntists have given him a passing glonce, so %o spesk, and heve written
what they saw; but there is still no thorough account of the Micmac, his
hisSory and culture. The information I have gathered over the years is in
the form of a mass of notes and a collection of relics; unfortunately neither
of these can be of unse o you at this distance.

I suggest that you obtain or consult Bulletin No. 47 of the
Canadian Department of Mines, It is entitled "Some Shell-Heaps in Nova Scotia"
and it represents the work of two archaoeologists of the Fational Museum, who
dug into Nova Scotia shell-heaps and photographed their finds. From these they
compiled a brief but good accouni of prelistoric Hicmec culture -- the best

that has been done to date.

: The best accounts of the Micmac as the first white men found
him are conftained in:

"Nove Prencie", by Merc Lescarbot.
"Description @Beographique et Historigue des Costes de 1'Amerigue" ,
by Nicholas Denys.

Trenslations of both these works have been published by the Champlain
Society and should be available in Montreal.

The best account of the Micmac mythology is that of S.T.2end,
"lLegends of the Micmaecs", published by longmers, Green in 1894,

I con recommend 2lso, " A Brief Account of the Micmac Indians
of Nova Scotia and Their Remains", by Harry Piers, published in Transsctions of
the Wova Scotian Institute of Science, Vol.13, Part 2. In this paper Piers
comoares the modern Micmac with his ancestor, and for the purposes of a brief
essay it would give you all you want with the exception of 1 logy, which
you can get from Rand's book. Off-prints of Piers' paper were put out in
pamphlet form in 1012, end should be available in one or other of the kiontreal
libraries.

Sincerely,
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