Transcription of Interview with John Jameron

{:03 years ol ]‘ -1

o M
Jatthews,

1999-11 ~trika, 'Thi~ at-ike took place because they wante? to get the
union owganirel,'’

P12l "ull of aplliera.

there woul? %e fights in the streets.

bull-pen: ~cabs kent at the racetrack,

some ~cabs from Cape 3reton attesn the 'efeat of their strike.
"Svervholy had a roraring good time...fights, parades....'

--=ees the 1909-11 strike a< one which organized the union

and ~ecure? the checko*ff

the shows were ranning just the same

'You couldn't =tand on llain Street in a crowd, like thres or Touxr
neople. The provineial police come on ang dlspersedl you.'

--hal a friend who was standing on his own loor=tep--hal a flat on .jain

Strest--police came along and toldq him he'd better

get incide,

'I went to court Aiffarent tintes +o hear the arguments.'

--his “ather was an of ficinl--manage>. no. 2.

He went out to
house torn Jown

the bull-pen with him one SENAR
for vocational school.

he remembers one incident in particular about the strike:
ATter thes =trike enled, he came into his Ffather's office and siid,
Tishing!

get a week off, a week off?" 'e wanted to go

'T used to roam arounAd town.

trike wa= on, Somebody was
at anything....' ---he JOLneI the strike against the
to school!

i1t 11dn't last very long.

'But they were pretfy rough times....But, as I saii,

Mmore nmoney in the town than there was when Wwe were working,

was pouring this money in +to get organized,’
--inpressions of J.R.Cowans
those with an attituie--you
be cozy-cozy with

:'v.He was great friende
know what I mean?--' Ju=t
hii, or anything like that....'

lcoln 3lue. Maxwell., then

xt superintendent Ha then

his father started when he was 12 years o0ld, to work
manager's papers anl shot-firers papers.,
'"The Tirst tiie he cane to 3p“inghlll,...he had to
That's how rough it was....' LHad to fight in line].
--he startdd out as a machinist. he wa= 62 years old
Wa&ber. Harol? llackinnon worked in machine shop). anAd
Lqulte a phenowgnon the rise of the machine shop as

but started bef
west to make his fortune. on the

starte? work in 1903, when he was 13.
t ien left for the

three nonths., 'I rooteﬂ around out there for two or three
a letter from my nother: 'You'd bdetter come hone.You'
--had a lot of fun,

worke? iIn Limasrick, in Souther Sa askatchewan.

stable~ used

oovn in Dominion,
Mght to

Barl Paul's father--
ll ‘Oul I
Afder 22 months!

In fact, I started a <trike in school becau=e the
going that wasn't supposed to be....Uh, th

scabs' cnlllren going

at that time, there was

3ecause tie union

of my father, but one of

s0 far'....You coulin't
Ticholson.
in the mine. got his

Care Breton.
get his pay.

when he quit. knew I'red
becamne mechanical engineer.

the entré to Hetter thian.]

fore that, as an apprentice,

Harvest Excur51ons. two or

months, then I
ve hal enough fun.’

got

as housing for =scabs.

ey'l strike
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nade longwall nachines in the nachine shop. machine shop for both the
railway and the coal mine,

spent $1200 huilding a special longwall machine--then they closed the
mine. quite a lot of autonomy and freedom to plan.

'Sarl and I usel to be great friends when we worked in the shop. Je did sonme
funny things together....Usel to get into all kinds of nranks. I remember one
tine Frank O'Leary workel there--...he was a good nachinis=t too. Jell, we
had all these axles, from the caws, great big axles, they'd welgh about

460 1bs. or =o. They were all linel up there. And "rank goes to put then

on the lathe. An? I said to T'rank, 'Get them all off the box...' I had

two hamners in my hand. I said, 'I'll play the treble, you play the bass.'
---hitting them to make the noi=e of treble ani hass with the hammers.

e hal quite a lot of freedom.' --machine shop.

--a very up-to-iate machine shop. brick building still standing.

12 working in the machine shop, that's with helpers too.

never naid any attention to the union.

spent thirteen days down the mine repairing a hoist.

1591, Zast Slope blew up.

'The mine went down about three or four hundred feet. Vhen I had the whooping

cough, my father took me down there--the air seemed to cure the whooping cough.

They uséd to take the kids down there that nad the whooping cough.'

--it cured him of his whooping cough. People with asthaa were alright while they

workel down the nine.

father was mgr., of the nine while he was in the machine zhop. then he got to
be safety insvector after that.

--tricks pulled on new men in the machine shop: enticed into putting water on the
wheel to "cool it off"--really the Joke 1s that the water will fly all over the

nev nan in the shop.

3¢

apprenticeship of--? worked as a mechanic and then worked as a mechanic. 90c a day.

10-hour day.

after the harvest excursions: "I come back with 322 and a hole in mny pants."
labour strife in the 1920s.

"It was kind of threatening, to see them fellows.'

all his old houses urnedl down.

married 1929.

after looking at conditions underground, I sai?, "That's not the life for me."
I usel to fight with the foreman a lot.... I was always in trouble anyway.

1'1 made a suggestion for hin to 4o this and he'?l counteract it with some

other things....'

--he found his foreman asleep when the superintenlent was coming around and
preteniel to be studying a blueprint--woke him up an? saved -him from a tongue-

lashing. --you'l fight with the foreman, but you wouldn't let anyone else above hia

fio anything to hinm,.
both Daptistsé father was .lethodist.

his father voted Liberal.
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