
Addr s by on . Vincent c . cDon ld or 
he ~upre Court of ova Scotia . 

Your onour ; r . Fri nist r ; Your 
orship ; • C 1rman; Ladi s and 

Gentl en:-

e are t her to celebr te 

a o t si 1f1cant v nt in our civic ann ls . 

In a w oments t e ayor or t 1 ancient 

city 11 decl are thi buil ding op n . 

fhereupon the people - who con titute t e 

Cit1 - 111 beco po e ed or a od&rn 

and ttractive Libr her in thy will 

1'1n(4 ne ources 

liter tu.re and 

nour1s ent for th 

1.d 

nd n 

to 1nfor tion, 

nd ne s ods or 

oul . 

Let us r Joice th t w now 

have this t t tution n our d t . 

Let us r joice 1 o t tour Libr ry is 

hou d n ch ifice t tructur , nd 
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1n such beautiful setting. 
Thi structure, in it purposes* its 

content and its deaign, 1s a furth r and 
welcome toke of thee ergence of a civic 
consciousness which talces 
our City b ing one ihich 

active pride in 
s a futur 

com:mensur to w:tth its historic past . 
This .Library is n organized collection 

o:f thought and information,, with prov1s1on f'or 

its admin1 tration ,and skille idance 1n its 
use . If it be true (as Carlyle said) that 
all that mankind h s done ,, thou t, gained 

or been is lying in the pages of' books , " and 
( s rson aid) that 0 our lmo l edge is the 
amassed thought and experience of innumerable 

nds" • it is no less true that the creation 
and managem nt of a library to the best 
advantage require trained and dequate 
personnel , ho in turn will develop the publ ic 
appetite which will lead to th maximum use 
of the Lib:rary . 
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This Library is a reservoir from wh1eh 

may be drawn factual ini'ormation; general 

lmo ledge and culture, tr ghted with th 

wio· om and wit ot the ages; stimulation from 

the records o,f scientists, explorors, 

~torians and biograph rs: excitement am 
pleasure rro intercour e wit the gre t 

writers of romance, imagination and poetry; 

and adv loping appreciation of tin all 

its torms . 

This Library provide opportunity and 

encour ·emont tor that solf• ducation 1ch 

must continue long after the chool door h s 

closed behind one . A ove 11, it ~rovides 

a pastur o:r tl1e mind w ere n the p ople m y 

roam an bro e and at at their leisur }and 

s their n ed or in erest or fancy may dictate 

An ux111 ey to ducat1on, an id to practical 

need• a spur to sol£.-1mprove nt, an inspir-

ation to 1mag1nat1on, a sti ulus to 1 arning 

and culture. an inv1t tlon to intellectual 
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and sensuous delights - this Libr 

beckon us 1 , a king only th t its tr asures 
be explored. 1t 0 facilities be used, and it 
books be red . 

It ia m.y hope t t these lues will 

be seen to transcend ll consider t1ons or 
cost; and that the Library "111 be subjected 

to such enthu 1astic nd opul ar use as to 

require, end to reoeiv progrcssiv owth 

of it facilities . If so cone 1ved d 

developed, it will at once justify the vision 

or !ts sponsor and enhance the r putation of 

Halifax s a City of Cultur . 

It is a happy eireumstanc also that , 

standing as it does 1n a City which has 

known t e tl"ag dies of so many ars , this 
Library should be dedicated as a emor1al 
to thos who exempl i.fied in .fullest measure 

the virtue of civic piety in two orld Var . 

"To live in hel:frts we loave behin Is not to d1e t the poets ys; we 
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can but hop hat they 0 d th ortal 

s eri:fic y fin • 1 th r11 1n 
it e , n d in bol th t th 

l or till burn in th he rt ot 
our cltiz • t 11 ev nt ve r red 

e:t> ri t t t oni 1 to our 
llo d d d , to in u unc singl y th t 

the r ent 1s not th hol or i , d 

th t itu not th 1 t per- n nt of 
h ti nt • 
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