
My near Radda 11: 

1178 t~ountain ·str ee t 
Mon trea 1 , P . Q. 
January 10 , 1946 

I fin i shen PRIDE 1S FA NC Y at six this ..,orning hi,vine 
starten it yesterr'l.ay . I d on 1 t 1"1 88n by this that I v,as up 
al l nlg ht with it , but when I woke at four - thirty with 
a bad sin us I d id us e thHt as a n excuse to get u o ana. c0m-
p l ete the book . vy test congratu l at ions on a ~ra nd job . 
I .,.,uch enjoyen t he othe r two nove l s , but PR IDE S FA NC Y 
seeMs to ..,ea rAA l a:l va nce . The s ea writ ing , t h e .s:~Je 
s ense of .,,ove,-,ent in the ships , the contrasting at,...,os ph Ares 
ere superb l y r'iGne . I n on 1 t think anyone h..,. s ever COl"'IB 
··" · · ~.e of you in getting the feel of what was essen -

.y Nova Scotia. 

otc:h Vlh o c c1 ..,e i n l a t er ra thP,r changed th i ngs , 
anrt pe rllilps their po i nt o f vie w tended to 

arlier one , 1:1 nd of course the l egends g ot crossed 
' I think Bart Brebner Hod your .s e lf lwve done 
in unt Ang ling .kiJ.mx the l eg ends . 

1s so.., eti.., es occurrea to Me that a grea t boo k could 
1 uo .,.l _._ 1. v •;, o :::;;· ~; 11 h-f; tci~.::,...:;:1 1-- t:c ve list on the interp l ay of the 

Sc o t ch and loya list charact e rs i n Cam:ida . Hy own notion , wh ich 
-e y br. base l ess , is that on t h e who l e the y CW ve brought out the 
worst in et:1.ch o ther . The Scc., tch tended to aj vent ure .,.,ore i n 
i dAas , t he Loyalists -..,ore in a-:tion . I wonder i f perhaps the 
rule -bo ok pur i ta n is..., of the lo~ra lists , wh ich never barred the.,., 
fr oM act ion in the Par l y a ays, did not inhibit _the S cdtch, working 
in con junction with the Pres by:-.erian t..;hurch Z And vi ce ve rsa, I 
won'4.er' if the deepe r ,.,ora l earne,s tness of the sc otc1i7Id!10t in-
hibit th,q J...ooyalis ts i n a ct ion'? There ..,HY be nothing in this but 

,,. passing f'H n cy , but t here ..,us t be s ex phi nati on for the long 
s leep , in action anrl. thou~ ht , frol"'I wh ich Ca ni,d a suffered f rom the 
,..,i"l.f1 l o of the nineteenth cen tury until just b efore thA war ~ for the 
88.,.. e phenOl"'len on is observable in Ontario c1 s in Nova Scotia . 

Anyway , I hadn' t intended to press hhe th eory now . 11e inly 
I Y,'9. '1 te '1 to congratulate you on a grana ta le , and wish you all 
the b=- st on the next . I t was a pl easur e to ..,e e t you , h o wever 
briefly , in •·ontrea l l as t ,..,onth . 

s , .tncerely yours, 



My ne'ar Radda 11: 

1178 1-:iounta in ·s tre e t 
Montreal,P . Q. 
January 10, 1946 

I finishe d PRID E ' S FANCY at six this ~oroing havini, 
startf:d it yesterd ay. I don 1 t .-.,ean by this that I \Vas up 
all nig ht with it, but when I wo ke at four-thirty with 
a b ad sinus I did use thRt as an excuse to g et U ? and COTn -
plete the book . ,,~y test congratul8. tions on a ~r t-1 nd job . 

\ I ·much enjoyea the other two novels, but PRIDE S FANCY 
s e e,-,,s to ·,.,, e a resl a:ivance. The sea writing, the .S:!l'lR 
sense of move,--,ent in the ships, the contrasting atl"'losphAres 

\ ~r; :uperb~y 40n €. I don 1 t think anyone h&s ever col""le 
__ , ·• -., ,.. "'Ce of you in getting the feel of what wa s essen -

;y Nova Scotia . 

etch v,ho c ~...,e in lat e r rathe r ·changed things, 
r and pe rhaps the ir point of view tended to 
a.rlier one, and of course the l egends got crossed 
'. I think Bart Brebner a nd yourse lf hElve done 
1 
in untAngling .tilmx the leg ends . 

1s · so..,et 1..,es occurred to 1"'10 that a great book could 
_,,. __ , u~ ~~;,-u~~"r~..;a-i----ncvelist on the interplay of the 

" \~ ·· 1 s t otch and loyalist charact{6 rs in Canada . uy own notion , which 
- -e.·y~be baseless, ls that on t ,he whole they llilve brought out the 

' worSt in each o,ther . The Scc,tch tP-nded to a.1venture more in 
· _........,., laeas';. the Loya'lists ,.,ore in at:tion. I wonder if p P- rhaps the 

, _ rule.:.book puritan is.,., of the lo:ra lists , which never barred the""'t 
:_t :·,r~:fro.,.., i sc-~16n -·-1n .the early days, ,did no~ i nhibit _the Sccttch, workine 

, •·;·:"-.:i,1tr'Conjunctlo'f1: with the PrE;isby;erian Church? And ~ic.!_versa, I 
~ ~:.-WtWcm1.eI' if \ the deeper .,.,oral earrie,stness of t he Scotcri dld not i n -t·,:· :tl~~'..f.hiblt ·'.th,f .Loyalists in action? · There '!"lt!Y be nothing in this but 

, 1:"/) pa 'silng ~;ancy,but there ""IUSt , b_A some e_xpl.anat l un for the long 
\·., .. .A-Y eep , ·1n action and thought, fro,,, ~hich Carutda suffered fro"'! the 
:..":·· l e ot the nineteenth•century until just before thA war ., for the 
,V, · :• phehomenon ls observable in Ontario as in Nova Sc<:>tia. 

Anfv1ay, I hadn't ; intended to press hhe theory now. "'a inly 
t 'ea:'· to c ongratul.a." te you on a grand tale, and wish y6u al1 

.. . the ~·~at,'o0. the next . ...... It was , 8. pleasure to ..,eet you, however 
' J:)f1e~1y;t 11't~ ·~~~r ~;i l l ast -..,onth. S-incere ly yours, ~ ·:· :;J-~ ·t. 

f; , 



Dear Maclennan, 

/' I 1m ie glad you liked PRIDE'S FANCY. Ever since I first picked ,4 , 
up 11cme of the old privateers 1 1~ I 1ve wanted to do a novel about them,,.......d'"..Y.e~( 

,._. 1'af-t·hfti.l-y- banu-1m~'th'l.1:fac--le"!'4 Du~ keeping the ~ ' well in the background/ 
where-1--t--b«l-ongs in-a.Jal.e'+--of' - th1-.::.k1nd -- ~ t 1 permitting nothing to 
i n terfere with t h e flow of t he 'IHff tale. ( There was a ~t-Ea-t-' tempta tion to 
indulge in lush des criptions of the Haitian scene, to let t h e tale b<::come 
deeply involved in Toussa int 1s struggle, or in the life of Halifax. in the 
1790 1s, ,,Cf..h the amours of Prince Edward and his madam.I, .or L{l.~ o.i:.th 
t he scandals of La.dy Wentworth, and so on.) My publishers moaned about 
this, s eeing what a nice fat book I could have made of it, but I diC1l 1 t 
g i ve a damn. I'm sorry t~ee that my friend Roberts, whose LYDIA :BAILEY 
is just out, succumbed to temptations of this kind and lost his story in a 
mass of irrelevant tripe. No doubt the book wil l be a huge success financially 
but I can't help feeling that it 1s the ~k he ever wrote. 
Uterar-y,.KM4.poi nt, quite unworthy of th--'"""'11±d OLIVER WISWELL, / 

Your theory about the Scots and Loyalists is i n teresting . A modwn-..Sco.;.. , 
IJ u1 f.lHfCfHffj,jjf frem Cape Breton once pointed out to me 'how the Highlanders, 
with Hf everyth ing to choose from, settled chiefly on the barren hill-tops 
-- because they were used to that kind of thing, and liked t h e view -- leaving 
t h e f ertile river bottc-mo t o be taken up by others, many Of' whom were somP•of-
fff#Lo,-alists .--- who knew good f e.rmland when they saw it. He remarked wryly 
t~ 1~e..-...,h11t he was- ta.tlting about- be.caws ... he was of Highland descent 

l d his family, righ t down to modern times, had made a sparse living 
ittle on t h e hills and looking out over the sea . I wonder if that 

.: isely t h e difference ff between the minds as 
he Highlander all' mor~l earnestness and t h e #fff.iH'fffiif jf:jfWI . /T 
tlttl;Hflffffffllff~ffff#H/Ht,l#tifl' Sass enach0 w-i:th 
'f J*W, #IH•HHlffl M9-fl't-t'en:t1on HHfJIR'l#Ulllli down to earth • 
: course t h e Loyalists themselves included many Scots -- ~e .... ot- the 
egiments were :full of them , -...- ae. "Jt •s impossible to draw a brG&d··> 
in i n a.n.v ca se because thfl Carolinians who Came to Nova Scotia in 

i shari,l.y a.\'videO.' i n outlook from the fH#fHfUl#.jf New Englandffl 
\ Yan kee and Sout.h.erner are to this day, and the New York loyalists 

tiau by themselves, very worldly and superior compared with t h e 
1s or t h e New Englandr ire.. The marve l is that they all managed to 

.Jim fff. together in No•,a Scotia and lw'.ll:iuil'UilMUHHIH somehow p roduce 
wh i ch the world lmo.-:"s e.s Bluenose. There waen I t muc h inte rmarriage until 

n~ gen,erat i on . Ye t b.em1s an odd thin& - - t here was a leaven of Scots in 
Q..,. dry ..,oya lis t group . inter marrying freely with the other groups. Can it be that 
t he s co t , wi t h h i s genius for getting along with other people, showed t h e W&f ,..( 
to uni ty in other ways atl well l ---

.A.s f' o , t h e men t al and peysica l &. ugghhne ss Hffi of the sec ond half 
- ~ 0 nine teenth ntu.ry in Canad.a...,.H!lffffj!ffffii#faffliff con;pared with the 

' tic energy of t li Un i ted · ·es in that ij)d, I ~ve a.---t heory that the 
:n Ci vil War was ./ y-'1"9spons_1ple-:"°"" • ,, ,War .!!. is a bad 

yet good t h i~~ o out 1t . ft.e., hief o,..4--" s a thorough stirring-up, 
cally a rid men;,e.1ly, o e nati . Pro i"d.e;,rt t its man-power ha.an 't 
terly dec tmaie~hli-t sti 1 -up ~l-ways tf'es~ ta n gr~at national progress 
t he ffffl,HfftHH•fJ,tf.1• n x :'Or 30 years . W'itn s the American Revolution; 

t ermath o~ t was a vas m,ov of Lo7aliats and era seeking peace 
ew start ; one str eam P, into , t h e other over t h e mountains 
a American middle W'e&t ;1'ne ~ n both countries was r r ific. 

"1J;;: L, 



Dear MacLe_nnan. 

• , 11 {;./:,- I · ., I 1m 4'o, giad you liked PRIDE 1S FANCY. Ever since I first piq.ked _# 
/~ / up ,pne of the old _P£,1~:f:t9.~/s 1 -l~~o_ks I 1ve wan~.~~..,,,~o- ~to' a novel about them,~~~( 
~ -l. fatthfs\li-ly be.s~d""70n- t foi~~~f~ ... kee~ing t~!, ~;3:~r-y well in the background/ 

where--1-t4 elongs- in-~:a ,...f.a:lec:t.Of "'thi:·s ~kinu -- 1-n.;fac t permitting nothing to 
interfere _ With _ 'the· flow of the iJH:ff tale. ( There was a -4;·tee.¥ temptation to 
indulge in lush desci-iptions of the Haitian scene, to let the tale b ecome . 
deeply involved in Tou.ss e,int 's struggle, or in' the life of ·Halifax in the 
1790 1s, }flfA the amours of Prince Edward and }}.is mad.amf, · ..or ' ¼\ey'~r.th 

·r---,r the scandals of Lady ~entWorch, and. so on;) My publishers moafl8d about 
this, seeing what a nice fat book . I could have made of it, but I diC.0 1t 
give a ~n. -- -I_ 1m sorry ~OSee that my friend ·Robe~ts, whose LYDIA BAILEY 

. is just · Out, succumbed to temptations of this -kind and lOst his Story · 1n e. -
m"ass of ,irrelev,ant trlp~. No dou~t the ~~?!; wiJJ,_ be · a huge succ~ss financially 
bu_~ I ,c~ 1t ,help fe~ling t~t -1 t 1s ~he ,w~ o~k he . ever wrote, flt&ID-6. · 

, -lHera!'~·\&ndpoin,t, qui to 'unworthy of ~-- OLIVER WISWELL. ~/4, rJ ; 
•, Your ,~heory about the Sc9ts _ and Loyalists iJ interesting. A moder-ri-'...M~ ·~ 

• ?UL1fHHfflffffiffl fr&m Cape Breton once pointed out to me bow the Highlanders, 
. -- C? with ffl everything to choose from, settled chiefly- on the barren hill-tops 

1 ·J.,. . --) ,ecause_, they were used to )hat kind of thing, ahd liked the view -~ leaving , .· -· 
J the' \f~r~il~ river_ boJJ;~lll:; to be taken up by others, many of whom were sons=of-":o/-'~ , 

.. ,, _ fffi,-Lojalie ts ...... ~_; :,ho . knew good ~e.._rmland w~en tp.ey 9aw 1 t, He remark_ed wryly, .._ · • .:...;c : _ ·; 
: , :. . the.+~- •"l"-e~t~-he.,.,.was~ta.lking-about.....b.ecaus-e;- he was of Highland descent ·• • :, - .. · ! 

\ ... ,,.,..,,:.J'fs" 1.d his ·ram.Hy .• righ:t ~own Jo . modern times_, _1:1,ad me.de a sparse ·1t~i.ng ; ., . . c';,0, f ,~:!;~o:h:h:1:i;;:n:d~o~:~::8:u~h:•~;~~:u:e::~1,;=r m~~d:h:: 1:-~:,;, :'~-~- ~- ~J 
h8 Highlander S.11:ito"r~1 earnestness arid the HH.l,~Jli#l;,"'l:Hl'WI ·' :,7tz.,,-[L j 
~IIHH&,¥#1iHilL1-f£11Hlllldl•"•fHlffloMt1/Jlrlt/JliiJli sassenachs-w~ " - . , 
'l~f¥1UIUffi##ffl lltt-att&ntt"On HIHIIJilHU,i down to earth. '." 
!.'k-cOll.Ts!) 'the Loyalh~s · thEims~l!e~ included many Scots ~.- .e,de-~t-
8gi~ellts~1were full of them_..:..,..' aa,e.:Jt '.• i!Dp()Ssibie -'to drB.1' a~ 

'7-_s:~99' b!~9!1e_ :_ha ·carOuti~e.nit who.~~~ NovR sc·~ti.a in 
,~, harpl}) 1.Y..,{deQ_~ 1Jl~ outlook ~he .f _Hi:fluf/Js:IHff ;New 'E~l 
1 Yarikee ·aha Sout;b.erner ere to this d.a7, and the New York loyal 

,]A88 . ~y 1 t~ e~selve8,';_ T_e;7 worldfy ... ii.nd, 8uper.1or ·compared with · ~_he, 
.{j .l0 r .the 'New Englandf,1re,. The _marvel is that they all managed to 

_,WJ.1.~lff. t'?~~~her in ~~•-,a ·. Scotia and jj,Jfi,l:j#jfJ:jntSHfflH someh~w pr 
.,:lfllich ·.~he,. ! ... ~ld lmof~ ~8 ~~uenose. wain lt intermarrie.g~ 
h4-jfe-Q;er.at;o~ . . Yet .. P.~m's an _odd .thing ·-,: there was a __ leaven of Scot:5 

·, ' ·1nt~i?~rying freely the other,groups_. Can ' ~· \US ):5>r , ~el t!~..r~¾?wl; . "th.er . ,; - . .,., 
to • U, . :ir•1.l:~1:Wi,~.,,;c,,, 1 he'~~l!~~~l .~d -~ey'sical 

..:-"l.e ne eent ., ntury \in Canada ;: 
~}~-?rgy ~pf · ni ~,~: ·,z,,~~ ·1n ~~1:8-t-

''"'otit";~.POna: •-~ ·hi9 
' e llAti -- : Pr,_~ e '- ,,. .... .. ,-..1-, ..._, 

up , _ &e8 
· r A30 ·'Te s ;'"'; 
_, - ofa;!~i 

·' ft b-~t{h}o!n 
I~¾, ;., ~;-,,·;:-,;;,' 



Dear Tom: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL as from North Hatley, P.Q. 

Augus t J ,1956 

Forgive me for not having a nswered your fine l etter 
long a go. It arri ved t he day after I went down to Cape Breton 
f or a fort n i ght's visit wi t h my mot her. It wa s the f i rs t 
br eak of any sort I 1 ve had in thre e years and I wns dead tired . 

Coming f rom a writer I i mme nsely admire, your l etter did 
me a lot of good. I unf ortunately have no children of my 
own, which i s one r eason why I do t ~~~:S-.~ me Job a t McGill. 
Brofessors a re apt t o be much t oo ~~ t!ie- s tudents ever 
t o know them, or to . reali ze how rapidly one gener a tion& changes , 
and t hough I like s6me of t hem very much, a s a cla ss t he academics 
a re invariably at least a generat1on--mean1ng in t hi s case 25 
yea rs--behind ever yone els e. A good example seemed to me t hat_ 
d i s mal paper we had t o 11.at_en_t_o----"-Lthe...Jioy:aLS.o,i.ieJ;y:.__LAQ!l ' t 
tlilnk the public gives a damn about what t he pro f essors say abOut 
@Y~, but since the sh depart ments hav e i ncr ea s ed wi t h 
t he virtJ,.1.a~pearance o tin_and Greek,_ they do have a powe'r 
to promot e cer...:t...a.i JLID~.1_t_e..rs-- aulkner __ . _ _a.:t_ pr_ea_e.nt is the prime 
f:'Xample--~ wr1 te wi t h sufftcf ent l.J. obs curi t ~ enabl e t hem 
,J; o spin out houlSLQ.n~t_ur..e.s_ e.zpla i ni ng t h e s ymbolism. I remember 
the look of pitying disgus t I aroused i n an American 
pr ofessor when I s ugges ted t hat one explana ti on fo r Faulkner's 
s entenc e structure mi ght lie in the f act that he is sel dom sober. 
I was also int rigued by Mr. Pa cey 1 s professed admi r ation for some 
of our French- Canad i an colleagues , t hough I couldn 1 t help wondering 
wh et her he wa s able to apprecia te Robert Elie, whom! happen to 
a dmi r e ver y much, since to the bes t of my knowledge ~lie has not 
b e en t r ans l ated i nto Engli sh yet. 

All go od wi shes, 

sincerely , 



Dear Tom: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

November 14 ,1960 

I amvriting to you gn the off chance that you have not 
heard that the Royal C mrni ssion on P b l i cations meets in 
Halifax ( or ra ther, sits ) on Dec.~ - J. 

The i ssue before i t i s to save the Canadian magazines 
from extinction because of the competition of the u.s. 
u Canadi an 11 edi tions , of which there are now a t lea st ten . 
By i ncorporat i ng in Canada , and i mporting duty free 
an a lms t total U. S. editorial content, they are a rle, 
us ing split-run advertising techni ques, to knock the economi c 
basis of our own magaz ines out. Ev en Maclean 1 s ,a in 
serious d anger from this creaming off ( by virt ual dumping 
r a tes} of Canadian advertising dollars. The mos t virul ent 
o f the compet i t oPe i s TI ME , which i s a lso li tt l e better now 
than a propaganda outlet for H8 rry Luce 1 s po l itical 
i mperiali sm. 

My view iiut i s that if our ma gazines go , Canada as anythint:,· 
t t at means anything will go after t hem ins i de fifteen years . 
i xaxi- We will b ecome an Ameri ca n c olony for American dumped 
periodical li terature. 

I beli ev e that the C0mm1se1on wi l l dec i de rightly , but 
they lre ver y fa ir and woul d welcome as many outs tanding 
writers as are will i ng to lBst ify. 

For more compl ete information you could write: 

M1chsel Pi tfi el d , Secretary 
Royal C0 mmi ssion on Publ i cations 
P.O. Box 1501, Station 11 B11 

Ottawa . 
Perhaps they have a lready a pproached you. If so , di srega rd t his. 

But i f you fe el as I do , your i nfluence and reputation woul d 
be valuable for the cause . Unfortunately there ' s not much time to 
spare. 

Sincerely, 

ti~/ 
Hugh M"' cLennan 



DE,a1• Bugh , 

Your letter disturbs oe, bc~use I havo .n docp record 
f or :,our it'.oelo onl1 judceo,nt , ond yet I e.an find no syr.,pcthy in 
cyseli' {or 1.n ai~10 else oo the ce.:i.boord ) for tbe recurring 
efforts or t he r~'"'.ZVldia.n macazines to rectrlct the entry of U .. s. 
oaeazinoo l:lke ?~. 

I hold no l».-iof fer Title . Ito cove1·,;:;o of u .s . poll.tics aJllays 
has t:oe l.c.ce b:l.:lclj, e...-.:1 it i.'ljccto tl1e U. S. slant into world 
af'fa.irc . C-.2t tLis 1s .:!aw or..enly, e'V'e:l ~ ; or.e can~ 
it aIXl. e::,?l.7 tt.c ~t-ccll,~.r . -~ t tho smo tioo it c;ivos tbe best 
world ne.Js cm~r a...,.""C a i".ltl.ablc in qu1c!: faro anywhere in I·:o?tb. 
AmriC3 . C.ort,:.irJ.y no Ca.radian p;bllrotioo c:m approach it. 
Any .:itt.€:S!!pt to rnko T:i.,:c i:x:re m..1)8nS1YO to t'.:ie Ca.._-rnclian reader 
will. br-'..:n.; t~c !J8=c :"eC.Cticn ca tho l.ru;t cr.o. w:11cb a.d tho 
Canadla, r,i~~'lCO .lO C00C at all - to !>Jt it "1ldl,y. 

Also I find it h:lrd to believe t hat t:.Oclaon I s (for instance) is 
:l.n acy d•~= a: !>cl.n(:: dr1= to the ,:.111 ty l<".orican coq,etitioa . 
One has only to locir at it.:J crowt,h , in circu~tion, as sets and 
sta.rf. c..'uri.'"l{; t!:::e p:i:;t t'•.JO!lty ;xi.rs . In cy O'.m ob!lerv.?tion tho 
Ga!t<ldiaa •;;!lo subocribcsi to i o usu.'ll.l:, a subscriber to t!aclorm • s , 
bcc.-r.:sa 't..'-wy cover utte.:-1:,r dli':"e:-rot fi~ and he ,;m.nt,5 the beat 
of both. The sub-literary class juot roads the funny papers . 
\:.'hen I Co into t:.s hatBS of f'ar:::ors . fia.11orwen, lm.berrnen Ori." 
d.il h.'.lnds I a.JJ.-1eyo ~:OX li1e to oea wint oort of thine t hey 
read. /.part rrc,, the <>lily or ,.-eekl:y newopapor i t ' s usua~ cheap 
pocketbooks of the core lurid kind. Occ:ision3lly ooc sees r ocleQn 1s 
or the !'.ar-l time Aclvocoto. Ti::e - never. 

I enclose an aditori.:.l fror.:I this morning ' s Chronicle-i!ero:ld . 

S1noorely , 



Dear Tom: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

November 18,1960 

I was glad to have your l et t er and the editorial from the 
Hal i fax paper. I 1m s ure you understand that my original purpose 
inii"'iting you was chi efly to l et you k now that the Nommission 
was in t ending to sit in Halifa x . I had assumed that You were 
acquainted with the si t uation a s i t seems to us up here. I f 
I pur sue the s ituation any further, i t i s not i n the pres umption 
t hat I may convinc e you , but to expf~in my own a tti t ud e . 

This Commi ss ion ha s not been rigg ed by our own magazine pu~ 
li ~ers , as the editorial i n the CHRONICLE-HERALD i mpl i ed . I f 
a ny one individual i s res ponsible for promoting it, that ind i vi dual 
is myself. Last winte r I real i zed that the 11 Cana d1an 11 editions 
wo ul d h,-~_ ve ext erminated every magazine in Canada of our own 
wit hin a period of ano t her 18 months unless s omet hing was done. 
Among them wo ul d have been Ma.clean 1 s , whi ch has mad e no profit 
for seve ,·al y ears a nd ha s been carri ed by the chain . SATURBAY 
NIGHT wa s on i t s l ast legs and has lo s t more than hal f a mi llion 
d ol l a rs in the l a st few years. Tl\"E MONTREALERL MAYFAIR and three 
other ma gaz ines had gone down t he drain, and THE MONTREALER , 
after a new start in 1955 , was for t wo yea r s en route to becoming 
one of the best small magazine e on t he continent. It s cartoons 

ln that period equalled tho s e of the NEW YORK ER . Why not? Two of 
the best New Yorker cartoonists were Mon t r eal men who dr ew r egula rly 
for it. 

The pojlnt i s not nm·, , and never was, to exclude Ameri oan 
magazines from the coun t ry , but to save Cana dian advert i sing revenue 
for our own. TIME and READER I S DIGEST alone take nearly 50% of 
the Canadian doll ars whi ch o ther wis e woul d be used in Canadian 
magazines . Thi s they do by dumpi ng a dv ert&iing here at cut rates 
on t heir own s plit run tech ni ques, Wlile i mport ing at preferen t i a l 
rates an edi tori al content almo st ent i 1~e1y fo re i gn. Incid enta l l y , 
D0v i d Mc Lellan (fo rmerl y of Hali f ax) wa s dead right when he sa i d 

,1hi s was a policy of the U. S. gov ernment a nnounc ed in 1959. 0 1 Leary 
later admi tted , when he saw documentary proof, that he had b een 
hasty in cens oring McLellan for say ing this, but wisely, 0 1 LeRry 
r efu sed t o br ing in ternat i ona l po;:J. i t i cs into a di scus s ion which should 
be entirely e-e-ono:mi-~ c.n,.-,. a_.,~L ~v r~ A,.n. lee,...~ '-(._ -;.;-,~.._--r, __ .,, :!(....( 
+o C. -,-Le',, '' " '~-~, 

.My view i s that i f all our na t i ve magaz ines die, Canada as 
a nything more than a U. s. colony will soon di sappear into limbo. 
Every adv ert i sing ma nxi n Montreal and Tor onto , even t houg~ they 
would suffer no loss , _agrees with this view. 



2 

What i s more sig;Jlf i c ant i s t hat the g ov er mment , very reluc t antl y, 
came to agr e e wt th 1·:t-,--t,o-o-. Th e ma n who took steps to inaugurate 
the Royal Commi ss i on on Publ i ca t i ons wa s Donal d Fl emi ng . Four 
y ears ago , i n Oppo s it i on , h e pr omised t o cancel the ol d Magaz i ne 
tax i mpos ed by the Gri ts on the ground tha t i t wa s an i nfringement 
on f ree communi ca tions . Only after he c ame i nto power a nd saw 
the economi c f a cts ,di d h e rea l i ze that the r e verse was the 
case . Th ese s o- called 11 Canad1a n 11 ed i ti ons , by cu t ting the economi c 

ba se out o f our own publ i c,,tions , were maki ng i t i mpo s sibl e f or 
our own to exi st , much l ess grow. I t was Fl eming who r ever sed h i s 
own policy , and i t took a l ot o f courage and i nt egri ty to do so . 

I agr ee with you , i nc i cl ent a l ly , on the magazine t ax . It 
wa s a poor mea sure , 111 t hought out . Something l e s s obviou s l y 
d i scri mi natory , something with a real pr i nciple i n i t , wi l l 
be founi in the fu t ure . Now that the Commi s sion ha s been launched , 
I bel i ev e i t will put the ent i re mat t er in a very d i f fer ent light 
befor e i ts s i ttings are ended . I t has been s crupulous l y fa ir, 
and ha s inv i ted every Ame r i can punlisher interested in the Cana ct ian 
market to appe a r b e fore it . I n the Ottawa s i ttin~s alone , U. S. 
p~bl 1 s h1ng intere s t s offered one mor e bri ef than our own peopl e d i d . 

Wi th all good wi shes , 

sincerely , 

Hugh MacLennan 



December 12 , 1960 

l!y doar Hugh, 

I h.2 sten t o off er my coneratuln.tions on tho 
latest o.ccol.'.ldo t hnt has coc.o upon you - tha ba.."'lfing of your 
eY.CellC!'it Ja:~oooter U sing (after Wcri~y yearsl) by a eroup 
of O!"C~llz~d l1r-..zcl90 in !i.mitol;ia . t'oot of t hem h:ldn ' t road the 
OOOk ~ Unt th:it is quito in t he b~-i::1-Jrn:inf; tradi tioo, unJ 
yo ,,::.l!'.JL :Je a:,:; ilcJ?.;- a:. : a:;i ·l;.o ses t!.10 f\lSS p.i•ooooding oo 
auc'..l \Jc::l cot.:fJl.~'.JoJ li."lGs . t:..s 'l'hOCYi~ J :era.on MiJ a loot 
tirJO .zr,o, e. littlo bloo:J~ho.l 00-.1 m.lJ t hoo ia n...1CCS:::.ary to 
ro.r1.•c.::;:1 t::1;) trog or liberty . 

It all :ro;:-.:n.lo r~ of :!.~tor : bot , yc.:r..·s .:i:o, :t•oo. a rd.dJle-
o.t;e l achoolr.:D. ' .:t:J L, tho Ar..cricc.n r.:.i _1.r...;0Gt - tllJ oo-called 
!310lo B~:.t . ''";Jc i:.'l::"o:-::00 r-D t .::.t s:10 12.-..d rand The :!yi:p!l a.1"kl 
?ho 1ar:p . :ram.;. it l.11.:;hly i."'ldcccnt a."Xi ir.::x,1-.al , c.nJ had ordered 
it rir.m•eJ :'."'rcr.. t: .. o cc:tool !.ib:·.ir:r. :-no ,:ant on to roy s :1e h:ld 
notoJ , :'rxi tlia j.:r:i:;et , th:lt I uas a tt:1rricd r...:m with children . 
ond .ahe 1K'.S C.":'..:l::od tlu:t a COITlod man 'll'"lth C:1..ilclrcn could write 
a book obsasse1 wit h sex:. 3olleve it ar Lo~ . a:ie closoJ t;:, 
::;a71:..:!1i tl:~t sh~ ,;.·i.:r-D.d 1 .. ~ . tor :.:.c . 

Out of curiosit y : rc-1·00.U my box. :notir.ig eveey ~ror;e 
t h£:.t 1•efl')i.'TC:d to so:;mal coneroso . I added u tOO.:::o parO.O'flphs 
mid .:'o-JJ1:! tht.t t ha<.1 .::.z:.cx:ntod to oid}!. or at r..ost nine ~ gGs 
out. of tho book ' a t hree hundr3d anc1 Ge"7enty six. 

A::; a rule I nover ~opl,y to m-.::iith letters . I:, this case I had 
.:i u;li.a to do ::o. I \.92S vary polite. t!'la!lkad the lady f'Ol~ her 
letter , s,.:g:::;ested that sho check r..y addition or t h" ooxual 
r..c..ttera ~r.d t lJe!l go on ::ind recd t "le other p;,zes, whic!l obviously 
she cu.st have s ki pped. I closed by .saylnz that r . too. vould 

ra.y - not £01• her• but for tlie childr en i."'l her eohool . 

1:r. llugb ?:acLennan , 
;'.cOill University . 
!½ntre:u. 

C!leorcl 
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My Dear Tom: 

Nor t h Hat ley , Qu9bec 
August 17 , 1976 

P e t er s uch , of BOOKS IN CAH DA , sent me the galleys of I H J.iY ':'H iE 
saying t hat he 1s featuring t he book in h i s O ctober i ssue (40 , 000 
c i rculation . ) He asked me to wri te a rev i ew of it and I agreed . 
My trouble now 1s that I don 1 t see how I can possibly do J us t ice 
to it . 

a ,). "-
Thi s book creates a great , rounded churacter in d t pth / v riety 

enormous and mess i ~ e ly human . I have had 11 ttle use ro"f. this modern 
h~b i t of s<.<:rine til.'.lt this or that book 1s an author 1s best . 
Anyone :.1ke yourself has produced an o euvr e and thi s final volume 
1s 1 ts caps t one . I t wil l enlarge the value of your nove l s and non-
fiction , and at the same time they enlarge t he value of this un1,1 ue 
self- portrai t . 

Petf'!r 
I n writing to/su ch , I sai d t hat I hoped the Toronto rev i ewers 

woljld be up t o a work :1ke thi s . At the moment they 1re of the i ddle 
genPration i s ola t ed be t ,:-,een the ve t erans and the new ones coming 
along , w~10 in spi rit are c~oser to u s than to them . They 1re generally 
hosti le and purticulnrly so to any estab:.ished Canadian writer . 

1,...,,, -~ 1 l{u l,.,r 
I ~liv 11il( for 1 ~hree days in your and there are so many thinGs 

e n d. persons I loni;~ to discuss with you . Apparently )'N y ou e nd I 
had dealin:..;s with l " ttle , Brown about the snme time . I went to theci on 
t he adv i ce of Bernard de Vot o and personally I got on well enou~h 
'-'1th Ane;us Cameron . But when my novel Eu.ch Man 1 s son appe.:... rec1 , the 
publicu. tion had been held up for some n i ne months and I knew something 
wns Fronb in the f i r m. W he t her r i t)1tly or wront;;lY , Cameron was xm:: cused 
of being a commmnist . He may ~•rell have been clo~e to bein~ one , but 
~i ttle , Brown never recovered i ts p.:J.st reputation. Your tr ~. tment by 
Doubld.day wu s no surpri se to me . I nd. Ped o t hins you wrote proff:'!ssionally 
was any surpri se , f or I went through the v-rhole of 1 t and on the whole 
I think you f a.rnl somewhat better than I did . My B/:1.ROM.t.-:TiIB RI SI NG 
sold 15 , 000 in hardbnck in Canada and x 100 , 0 00 on the Coll i n s ' 
ppper b~ ck . The Cana dian royalt i es amounted to s l ightly less t han $750 . 
Tiro SOLI TUDES sold 68 , 000 h.::i.rdback Rt SJ . 00 :1 copy in Cam.tda~ es 
were about $4500 . 12. t ... _;i-!, 

Nevertheless we ,.rrote in a tr1 mendou s age of transit ion , and 
our autobiography 1mp: 1 c 1 t l y reveals it on page after page . Hot,rever , 

nowhere on the continent has the trans i tion been so swift and violent 
as in Quebec . I t h :,, s now become frir;ht ening , for i ts leader s are out 
of t ouch with real1 ty . Montreal became a woj;ld city too f a s t f or 1 ts 
own safety , arrl the viol ence under the surface is somet h ing you feel . 
I often wish I h . d been a ble to stay in Nova s c ot i a , but though a job was 
open in my field at D~ l housie hen I re ,;.; urned fror.i Oxford , I wa e told 
an Enc;;lishman was appl.yinc for 1 t . 



I H'"' s - anused by ~, our f a x:e.10-.'I. RmH.mXc mention of tha t tenni s game I 
h o.d in L verpool ••1i th Peter .t.1 t k en. I 111 sure he I d ne ve r heard of' me but I 
had cert&inly hea r d of him . I n ny l a s t year i n Oxf ord I was the tennis 
secretary , and. Pete r 1s n me was sent t o me by the Cambr i dge secr etary 
as one of the i r pl ayer s . Ju s t be for e we Nent to Cambr i dge to pl ay , 
I W.;. s infor med that some other mo.n ½'as tnki nJ hi s pl P.ce . Later I heurd 
he was k i cked o f f the team becnu::e he dr ank s o r:iu ch . A f ew d ~y s a ft er 
the 8~me in Li ve r p ool he arrived in Hal ifax t o get s ome tennis and 
we later went to 3ydn ey for the Pr ov inci a l tour nament . I tn"t;rodu ced him 
t o J a net Macnei ll ( vi e. her sist e r Edi t h ) who was t hen 19 . she was f oolish 
enOUf;h to marry hirn , :i.nd i t broke up a f ew y ears later • and subsequently 
she ma rri ed Debbi e Pi e rs who mQde a i.il ni.IlE.a i r ear- admi ral , R. C. N. and 
they h.:., ve been very happy tog13ther . Ed i th t o l d me t!ut Peter f ell overboa r d 
off a yacht i n Copenhagen harbour , hit h i s head onn the rudder and 
dr oPned . I t was e. t nitJht , apparently , F:ro m my recollection t his wns 
j u st after the war , but ! 1 m probably wrong . But he certainly ha d the 
temperament • as you said , for a f i ghter pi l ot. 

s o now I 1 d bett e r get to wor k o n t he r ev i ew . v t hanks for a wonderf ul 
read i ng experi enc e :!nd congr atul a tions on a s li~erb p i ece of wri t i ng . 

s i ncerely , 

tlyA I 
HuGh Ma cLennan 

[>, J. 
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August 23 , 1976 

My dear Hugh, 

I was delighted by your tel ephone call , 
a nd your very kind letter . As I sai d on the phone . 
coming from you especially those words br ought a 
particular warmth to my heart . 

As you say , we have bot h lived and worked 
i n an ae;e of tremendous t rans'~ition. But , Hugh. we 
refused to be di smayed by it , and i n our different ways 
we sot forth the Car.ada vre knew, i n its past and i n 
t he ~assage of our time . . 

What changes we have seen! As a boy of 
s i x I heard the excitement of my father and other 
ooldiers at Hythe , when Bleriot flew across the ~lullllt 
Channel , 21 miles , and landed at Dover , only ~welve 
miles from the Bi r i t ish Ar my ' s School of Musketry . 
Withf sixty years , seated comfortabl y bef ore a t elevis~on 
set , I vatcf'ed and heard men t ravaling t o the moon and 
back! 

I can • t see anythi ng very well just now. 
Two weeks ago I had an operation for the reraova l of 
cataract i~ my left eye . After be ing obscured for so 
l ong the optical apparatus within the eye will take 
some time to recover , and in the meantimo cat aract l s 
developing l n my right eye , I expect to get my first 
set of new specs at the end of this month. At the 
present t i me I can see well enough to type , but I 
can' t read newspri nt wl th out the aid of a l argo and 
powerful hand- held magnify i ng glass -- an awkward bus i ~ess , 

My specialist assurea me that that before 
long I shall be playi ng golf at White Poi nt with a score 
i n the low seventies . As we used to say at Sea , that 
wi ll be a very foggy Fri day. With my awkward style I 
never could play below e i ghty in my best days . 

Aga in. my deep uP:preciati on , and with u.y 
continued admi ration of your own wor k in our turbulent 
times . 

Sincerely, 
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