
Mr. Tho mas Raddall, 

Li ver pool, 

Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Raddall: 

Gananoque , Ont .. , 

Box 262, 

Nov. 25 , I953 . 

A year ago l a st summer, when I was in London , En gland, 

Mr. Charles Bl a ckl-rood l ent me a book of your short stories . Alt hou gh 

I was sail ing next day , and t he book had to b e returned in t he morning, 

I finished most of t he stories t hat night and en joyed t h em very much . 

Si nce return i ng to Canada, I have r ead Ro g er Sudden, and t hi s i s my 

favourite of your work .. I seldom r ead every word of a modern book of 

fiction, but I assure you I mi~sed non e of Ro ger Sudden., Itis on e of 

t he few b ooks of modern Canadi an fiction which mad e me r eally enthusi-

astic. I'm getting a co py for a Christma s gi ft for my b rother. 

Please don 't be afraid t hat I am now going t o ask you to r ead a 

ninety-thousand word novel, for I'm not .. Howev er, f or c erta i n r easons, 

I am going to ask for a little advice, and if you ar e too busy to give 

i t , and don 't answer , I shall understand , and it will b e quite a ll 

right. My r eason for wri t ing you , aside from t he f ac t of my ver y sin-

cere admirat ion for your work, is that, a s f ar as I lmow, you are t he 

onl y Canadi an aut hor connected wit h Bl ack\:rood 's .. 

Befor e I l eft London , Mr. Blackwoo d agreed to r ead t h e f irst 

four c hapters of a novel which I happen ed to hav e wit h me , and which 
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I gave him t h e day I sailed fo r home . lat er I hear d from t he Edi nburgh 

f irm. They sai d t h e chapters had b een fo ri-,ar ded to t hem f r om London , 

and that t hey had enjoyed t hem suffici entl y to mak e t hem want to read 

the r est of t h e book. The only ob stacle wa s that t he r es t of t he book 

was non- exi st ent; not onl y t hat, but I hadn 't a co py of t h e first four 

chapt ers . I tol d t h em of my plight , and t h ey had a copy made in t he 

off ic e and sent to me , sayi n g t hat t h ey hoped to b e abl e to undertake 

publication. It took me a year to complete t h e book , which has an 

histori cal background . I sent i t to Edinbur gh l ast summer, and they 

a cknowl edged r eceipt of t he manuscript on July 3Ist . The rest i s sil-

en c e . They have had i t nearly four months . I don 1t know enough about 

t he ,,,ay s of publishers to know whet h er I should ,-,rite and ask t hem fo r 

a decisi on or not. Coul d you t ell me if t hey a r e in the hab i t of t akin g 

t h eir t i me in the editoria l off ic es of t hi s f i rm , or do you t hi nk they 

have just forgotten about it 7 Four months seems a l ong time to uait. 

MY apolo gi es for taking your time, and my hopes that you ,-,ill 

continue >1riting suc h spl end i d books . My s i ster , by the way-- Ev el yn 

Purvis Earle--i s t h e author of "Leeds the Lovely" , a little bo ok on 

our county , publish ed by t he Ry er son Press , and s he too has been much 

interes t ed in your bo oks . 

Ev"en a line of advi ce ,-10ul d b e greatly appr ec i ated . It i s 

puzzl ing t o know what to do . 

Your s sinc erel y , 



Oooember 4th, 195, 

J oar l,.'.ioa V:arle , 

'3 laokwood 1 0 io o t'lnn old firm and i n n wey 
I owo th~ ovorythi ng , for it we.8 Ooore o Will i P.rn Bl a ckwood 
who first eaw virt.us i n my wor k and openod t o ae the paeee 
of hia maeftdna . t.uch !A.t or on, when I attempt.ad o novel, I 
aont rl l a okwood 1 e the ftrat drat't , an.l had procieely your 
exporionca . There woe a 01lenoo of monthe • .f'inally ther e coma 
o pollto onJ. kindly l et ter of r ojeo·tlon. 

Stil l later nn American publlaher ( Ooubl etd!l,Y) 
became intoreated i n my wor k and made a · oontr oct 111 t h ms for 
an hi s torical novol about No vo S cot1 li during t ha Azr.orioan 
Revolution . Thlo w11a •r11B a jeety1 a Isnk.eea" , which was pub-
liahed in Hew York and Toronto i n 1942 . 'ibe London firm of 
HurRt and >J l eckett were keen to publ•h it i n !3ritain and they 
appronohed I1f,f London aeont wl th a contra ct on generous terme. 
Out of l o,1a lty I told tho ae;ent t.hat lllsckwood must have f'irat 
choice , even 1f t h o torma wor e not a a r;ood . 

Attar oonaiderablo doley Rl aokwood e.ocept ed 
-- on lower t erma -- nnd they publ1shftd i t , after still more 
delay, 1n Dec ember 1944 . At the orui;o timo they i nformed l:!l.6 
that ow1ne to t he atrinr;enci ea of' their papor quota thoy wora 
publ1ah1n[" on edition of no more thun 1500 copi es . Obviously 
tho,1 d i d not conside r tho book worth more than thnt . Ly agent 
wao outra~•d, point.inc out tha t Hurst ond fl l uckett had boon 
prope.reJ to put out a much l arr e r edU,iort . I wao 1ndienant 

eeU' ,' f or mv 11vinr, doponda ctntlrolf on ~ wrltinr; . I wrote 
to Rl a ckwood ~xprnaalnr, m:, dleaatl ai'sotlon ond neklnr; them. to 
ralinquieh t\rltiah publi ehlne rl (';h t e a .rt.or tJ1eir own odition 
wae oOld . ThoJ i nformed me , tJtia timo promptly , that thoy wore 
o.llottine paper for a further 1500 copies . d ootually thoy 
printe 1 anJ sol d nl to3ether more thM '60() . 

Howover, af t.or nll thi B, I f elt that I 
h nd diechnr ced my a:.ora ~ o bli r;ntion to 1l ackwood , nnd t hence-
forth I did not i ntertore with mf London aeont. nurot and 
·nockott ( and their par ent coc po.n,y , Hutchi naon ' e) have had 
the Rr iti ah publish! ~ ri r,ht a in all rn:, novole eince . 

l mention all thie beoo.uao ono ' e own expor -
i enoo i e all on., can otter r onllf in the way of advice . In 
t'o.irncoe to ~lackwood 1 t 1 i, i mportant t.o r emember that a ll t.hie 
took f,l ace un ler th ('! ehnonool co~ditions of ,w.rtiri.e , and t.hnt 



ton yeara havo eone by . Oir~ction ot t ho firm then wae in tho 
handA of two elderly ~ontl eman, ono of whom (Ceorg~ Bl ackwood) 
died durine the war . 'nlo othor , · hi s brother John,told ma that 
ho wni, simply holdine thl't reina until tho var ' a end, when a 
much youngor momber of t he t runily could l e ave th"' aervico and 
take over . 'ffliflBR at 45 George Street oay be very different now. 

However f our month.a ia on unconaoionablo time to hold an 
author• a manuscript , even in Sri tnin , whar o publi~hora are not 
inclined to ba prompt . A month should be enoueh, , even for the 

lalauraly r ee.dine eta££ j,o mako a r oport •1 There 1o thi a 
poaslbility1 fl lackwood 1 • have s ll tho caution or thn Scot.a , and 
U, 1a poaaibl e that Bince your book is hiotorionl (l_\lld pr ea\lllably 
Canadh.n) they have asked eomoono in Canada to oheck the be.Bia . 
F.ven eo, there is no excuse for takine so lone. 

If I were you I 9hould write to Olaokwood asking t or their 
doc1a1on . You need not t:ePr of't'ending them, or ant publi oher 
tor that matter, booauae i t tho,1 are roally intoreeted in your 
h?ok they will takq it, and it they Are not , they won't , end what 
you aey in your l etter won' t make a acrap or dlt'terenoe ono way 
or the other . The main t.h1ne la t o havo oonfidonoe i n your wor k, 
and to feel that if not ono publisher, then WliOther will see 
it.a vnluo . 

lti th tNery eood wieh, 

Si ncerely, 

L'iaa Kathleon Earl e 

a a 



Mr . Thomas Raddal l, 

Liver pool, 

Nova Sc ot i a . 

Dea r Mr . !laddal l: 

GananoqU.e, On t ., 

Box 262 , 

Dec . 29 , ! 953 . 

I want to t hank you very sincerely for your extremely help-

ful and i nterest i ng l etter . It was good of you to t ake t h e time . 

I ac ted on yoUJr adv ice at once and wrote to Bl ftckwood'a aski ng for 

a decision . They replied ver y promptly , s ayi ng that Lostwood Lodge had 

been a ccepted and woul d be publi shed i n t he fal l of !954 . They offered 

7½j& on the f irst 2000 , I O% up to 5000 , and I 2t/, thereafter . I hope there~ 

a 11 t he reaf ter" ! I don ' t suppose th i s is very good, but I feel I should be 

t hankful to be publi shed at a ll, AS t he boo k i s an h istor ica l novel--i t 

has a Ca nadi an background-- they had been busy check i ng , but s a i d they 

woul d li ke it publi shed with only one or two s mall al t er a tions . 

Thi s i s qu.ite be wildering to me , for , with t h e exception of 1'.!r • 

.Arthur :Sourinot , who has been unfailingly ki nd and enco,urag i ng , and the 

editor of t he Canadian Home Journal , who once published a very infer ior 

poem of mi n e , rn_v work ha s been snubbed ri5ht and left by a lmos t every 

Canadi an e ditor . In f a ct , don 't t hink any other wr iter i n Canada ha s 

collected so many reject ion sl i P3 . 

t ried to get Roger Sudden in a Ki ngs ton book shop , but t hey didn 't 

have i t i n s tock . They did have Ti defall, and were enthusi a s tic about it, 



so I g ot t hat instead to s end to my br other . I am getti ng a co·py of my 

own, and looki ng forward to re ading it . I hope I sha 11 en joy it as much 

as I did P.oger Sudd en , whi ch i s s t ill my f avourite among your books . 

Thank you aga i n for your ki ndne s s in wr 1 ting I which I sha ll not 

soon forget . Uay you have a happy ani pr osperoW3 New Yea:r l 

Yours s i nce rely , 
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