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Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Liverpool, 
N.S. 

Dear Sir:-

In reading Hal ifax ; Warden of the North one notices that you 
state the game of ice-hockey had a Nova Scotian origin and that it was 
pl ayed on the Dartmouth Lakes in the eighteenth century. 

I inquired at t he Publ ic Archives of Nova Scotia as to whethe r 
they knew the l ource of your information. Mr. Fergusson suggested that 
I write to you. Do you have the refe rence or references availabl e, or 
could you suggest a lead , pl ease? 

I am working up a history thesis on the devel oµnent of sport 
in Canada. While everything points to Nova Scotia as the cradle of 
hockey I have no written or printed proof that the game was played there 
before the 1850s . Anything that would cl inch your statement in a doc-
umentary way would be of real help. 

Not being an aut hor nor critic one fee l s diffident about this 
addendum: I enjoyed the book on Hal ifax very much. Would that someone 
would do the same f or my home-place, Toronto. 

Yours sincerely, 

D.M. Fisher. 



D. M. Fieh.er, Eeq., 
Lokehoad Toohnical Ineti tut•• 
Port ArtJmr, Ontraio . 

Dear Mr . Fieher, 

January 25th, 1954 

I n my research f or t he Hal i f ax book I oame aor oee aevoral 
ref'orences t.o hockey play&d on the tee in the l atter 18th an d early 19th 
oent urJes . 'M1~ae r ef'arenoea were i n lottera and newepo.pers , but I di d not 
make exact note of' the eouroea beoe.uae th e poi nt did not aoem of hiet orioal 
value, and I invaria,bly come n cl'OH them in look1ng f or something 
Howevsr I can give you one ac cur ate re.feranoe . Thomae Chandler Haliburton 
("Som S11ok11 ) in "The ,\ttaoha, Sooond Series", published in London, New 
'!ork, PhUadelphia and Boston in 1844. In reminiscing about hie youth in 
Nova Scotia , end the games of h is aohool-daye ( _i . e . about 1810 -• Haliburton 
was born in 1796) he wri tea of II the aohool room and tho no i ey, larkin' 
happy hol1daya, ahd you )¥,,ya l o t out, r o.oin1 , yelpiu', hollerin ' and whoop1n1 

like mad ~1th pleaaur•J and t he pleygr ound and t ho game at base in th e f i ~lda, 
or hurly 1'2~ the ice. • 

Tr adition in Ha.l itax le that the f ir1:1t white aot tlere 
round the Miooao Indiana playing a form of hurley on tho i oe, and that offioS" e 
of the Briti sh ge.rrieon l at e r adoptsd it . Certainly the Miomaoa had auoh a 
game . Silos r . Rand , in *LegGnda of the M1 or-.e.oa 11 ( LOne;mans , GrHn &- Co • • 
New York end London, 1894 ) r eoorde among3t other ancient Indi 8n games, t.he 
ball game, .. tooadijik 11 • Ha goes on to say (pac;e 181) "Another kind i a enlled ,., 
wol ch81118.ad1 j ikJ t hi s ia ple,yed with hurleya 1 th e ba ll being kn6aked along 
the grotmd. 11 On page 200 h e mentionB it ae;atn, ,.,1th an altinnntive spelling, 
- "Another game wao Alohamadijik (hurl ey) . " Reniember that hero he ie opoHKiig 
of Indiana in their aboriginal ate.ta , when ther e were few open spacee i n tho 
f'oreat where the ground waa hard enough fqr euoh a game. When wint er trozs 
the l akea and rivers tho obvi oue pl ace, fo r it was on the i oe . 

In 194, t here wae o.n interesting dieouealon of the origin 
o f l ea hooke:, i n t hl'il sport colUIIl'le of the Halifax Her a l d and Mail . (I ' m eorry 
I can't give date, and month , my only .note l e a pencilled 194, on the clippi ng) 
P'r nnk Fower, of' Halifax• ...-hosa 1'ather Je.maa \1 11 Power lone conductttd a aporta 
column in these papere , contribut ed a long article under ths t itle "Halifax 
Proa!nent In Early St age or Grune" , quoting largely from hie f'ather1 e note 11 . 
( \f . Power wrote s ports for the Herald and Mail from about 1880 to 19-'7 . ) 

James Pow11r had known personally Colonel B. A. ~eston., end h e noted, "Colm el 
Oyron Arthur Weeton tell• me he pl ayed hockey i n the Sixtiee, and that they 
had gNMs with tho Micmac Indiana who r eeided near the laks. ' They pl oyed w11h 
a block of wood tor a puck• 1 s aid Ool . .. 'eeton1 1 end ..atonee markin.:; th.e pl ace 
to score goale . f 111 Colonol bl'tlisvee the Indi Anl ployed the ~rune on 
the Dartmouth Lakea long before the Sixtiee. The hockey eticka, which ditter ed 
elightly- trom those i n uae today, wore made b,y the I ndi ona J and it may not 
be generally known th o.t tor ma.n,y yoar e eticke manuraotured by theee Indiana 
have becm shipped from. here to the Uppor Provinces end t!Je Unitttd St ates." 

'fflia drew a l fft t er from Joe Cope, an i nt elligent ol d Indian of the 
l'ic:-.nao reaerve at li!i llbrook1 noar Truro , N. '.3 . It r an as follows , -



11 Re th3 somewhat l enetJiy Pow Wow over the origin of the ltookey Grune in tJ:te 
Her ald o:t the 26th and where it beznn, I bel ieve the honor and credit belong• 
wholly to the ._,..liomac Indiana of this oountry, for long before the pale tac•• 
atrayed to thie ooun:try the Micmeca were playing two ball ee.mee, a :field and 
ioe e;ame, whloh were identioal 1n every way . Eaoh had two goal a wh.ic.11 the 
Irldiane called and were defended by the owners. I do not believe any 
white man living today ever aaw an Indian fiold game played ' beoauae it was 
suppress, d by the prieets about 100 year9 8.fO on account of the eomevha.t 
cruel nntureJ a good aeoond to a prize tight. 

"M:, .father, who di ed in 191.!i at the age of IJ 9.!i, aaw •• • Indiana ot the 
old Shi p Harbor Lake Reserve playing a hockey gRil18 before the 
Reserve waa abandoned about 100 y ea.re ego. When the Miome.oe left the Ship 
Harbor La ke lleai,rve they came to Dartmouth, and camped on mtat was then known 
as 8uaton I a Hill . Father s aid t hey played their old eemea in Meynard and 
Oak Hill long before they ooved up to the Dartl!!outh Lo.kea . ! waa born 
in a birchbark wigwam near th t't old Red Bridge on April 24th 1859, eo I am 
no longer a papooea. The old Indian field game ehoul d be atudied end ravlved 
by some sport.e enthueiaete for a chonc;e . It le a 20 man game - - 10 on eaoh 
aide . I wall rem.9mber Col . B. A. '.•/6et.on Rnd other old pl ~ers . 11 

All th.i s 1a aket.chy, I know, but it throwa oona licht on the descent 
of t he game f'rom IndiRns to whi tea ln tho ree! on abot1t Halit'e.x. None of the 
earli er ref'ersnoeR I atruok go.Ye N"JY doeoription 01' tho gamt"t . They merely 
mentioned grunee of hurley pl ayed on frozen l akee or etreema. An objective 
research of enrly Halif'a.x lettora and news papers mi ght discloae mo r e . 

Sincerely, 
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